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Summary of recommendations

Democratic and civic space

Right to take part in public affairs

« Halt, publicly condemn, punish and prevent all acts of persecution and targeted repression
based on political grounds, including stigmatizing rhetoric and smear campaigns;
(A/HRC/41/18)

» Ensure adequate and representative consultations are conducted with all indigenous
peoples prior to the adoption or implementation of any decision, activity or measure that
may affect them, including any impact on their traditional lands, territories and resources;
(A/HRC/44/54)

Protection of human rights defenders

» Adopt effective measures to protect human rights defenders and media professionals;
(A/HRC/41/18)

 Refrain from discrediting human rights defenders and media professionals, and take
effective measures to protect them, including by adopting a specialized protocol to
investigate human rights violations and criminal offences against them; (A/HRC/44/20)

Freedom of opinion and expression, peaceful assembly and association

» Respect, protect and fulfil the rights to freedoms of opinion and expression, peaceful
assembly and association, as well as the rights to access to information and to participate
in political affairs; (A/JHRC/44/20)

« Allow access to information of public interest; (A/HRC/41/18)

 Reverse closures of media outlets and cease other measures of censorship against media;
guarantee access to the Internet and social media, including to news websites, and
guarantee the impartiality of governing bodies in the allocation of radio spectrum
frequencies; (A/HRC/41/18)

« Cease and prevent excessive use of force during demonstrations; (A/HRC/41/18)

« Publish a comprehensive report on the investigations and criminal proceedings of deaths
that occurred in the context of protests in 2014, 2017 and 2019; (A/HRC/44/54)

» Disarm and dismantle pro-government armed civilian groups (armed colectivos) and
ensure investigations into their crimes; (A/HRC/41/18)

States of exception

* Ensure that exceptional measures authorized under the “state of alarm” are strictly
necessary and proportionate, limited in time, and subject to independent oversight and
review; (A/HRC/44/20)

Accountability and rule of law

Right to life

» Take immediate measures to halt, remedy and prevent human rights violations, in
particular gross violations such as torture and extrajudicial executions; (A/HRC/41/18)

+ Ensure systematic, prompt, effective and thorough, as well as independent, impartial and
transparent, investigations into all killings by security forces and armed civilian groups
(armed colectivos), and ensure independence of all investigative bodies, accountability of
perpetrators and redress for victims; (A/HRC/44/20)
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Dissolve the Special Action Forces of the Bolivarian National Police and establish an
impartial and independent national mechanism, with the support of the international
community, to investigate extrajudicial executions during security operations, ensure
accountability of perpetrators and redress for victims; (A/HRC/41/18)

Revise security policies to implement international norms and standards on the use of
force and human rights, in particular by restoring the civilian nature of police forces,
conducting vetting, restricting the functions of “special forces” and strengthening internal
and external oversight mechanisms; (A/HRC/44/20)

Right to physical and moral integrity

Ensure effective investigation and sanctioning of those responsible for cases of torture
and ill-treatment, and strengthen the National Commission for the Prevention of Torture,
in compliance with international human rights norms; (A/HRC/44/20)

Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Convention for the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance; (A/HRC/41/18)

Ensure the rights to food, water and sanitation, health, security and dignity of all persons
deprived of liberty, including by meeting gender-specific needs; (A/HRC/44/20)

Adopt specific measures in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic to ensure the rights
to health and security of detainees, including by granting alternative measures to
deprivation of liberty to the broadest set of prisoners possible, consistent with the
protection of public safety; (A/HRC/44/20)

Put an end to incommunicado detention, including by intelligence services, guarantee that
any individual subject to pretrial detention is held in official pretrial detention centres
subject to judicial oversight, and transfer all persons detained in premises of intelligence
services to official detention centres; (A/HRC/44/20)

Rights to liberty and to a fair trial

Release all persons arbitrarily deprived of their liberty; (A/HRC/41/18)

Release unconditionally all persons unlawfully or arbitrarily deprived of liberty,
including through the implementation of the decisions of the Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention; (A/HRC/44/20)

Address the underlying causes of overcrowding and undue judicial delays through
comprehensive reform of the administration of justice; (A/HRC/44/20)

Put an end to the trial of civilians by military tribunals, and ensure that the jurisdiction of
military tribunals is limited to military offences committed by active members of the
military; (A/HRC/44/54)

Publish the legal authority and mandate of the counter-terrorism courts and take all
necessary measures to guarantee their independence, impartiality and transparency, as
well as their strict compliance with international human rights standards; (A/HRC/44/54)

Take effective measures to restore the independence of the justice system and ensure the
impartiality of the Office of the Attorney General and the Ombudsperson; (A/HRC/41/18)

Undertake and complete the reforms of the justice system announced by the Government
in January 2020 to guarantee its independence, impartiality, transparency, accessibility
and effectiveness; (A/HRC/44/54)

Establish an independent, impartial and transparent mechanism to increase the number of
tenured judges and prosecutors through a transparent public process; (A/HRC/44/54)

Guarantee that lawyers’ associations recover their independence and full autonomy by
allowing free internal elections; (A/HRC/44/54)
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Guarantee the independence of the Public Defender, through the provision of sufficient
resources and training, and ensure the rights of defendants to appoint a lawyer of their
own choice; (A/HRC/44/54)

Restore the capacity of the criminal unit against the violation of fundamental rights of the
Office of the Attorney General to conduct independent forensic investigations into cases
of alleged human rights violations by security forces; (A/HRC/44/54)

Access to justice and adequate reparations

Conduct prompt, effective, thorough, independent, impartial and transparent
investigations into allegations of human rights violations, including deprivation of life,
enforced disappearance, torture, and sexual and gender-based violence involving
members of the security forces, bring perpetrators to justice and provide victims with
adequate reparation; (A/HRC/44/54)

Conduct prompt, effective, thorough, independent, impartial and transparent
investigations into human rights violations, including killings of indigenous peoples, and
bring perpetrators to justice; (A/HRC/41/18)

Ensure the right to remedy and reparations for victims, with a gender-sensitive approach,
as well as guarantee their protection from intimidation and retaliation; (A/HRC/41/18)

Review the protocols and methods of the Office of the Attorney General to provide
gender-sensitive attention and support for victims of human rights violations and their
families; (A/HRC/44/54)

Cease immediately any acts of intimidation, threats and reprisals by members of security
forces against relatives of victims of human rights violations who seek justice;
(A/HRC/44/54)

Adopt the necessary regulations and protocols to fulfil all rights and obligations enshrined
in the Organic Law on the right of women to a life free of violence, and also adopt
effective measures to assist and protect victims of all forms of violence, including women
and children; (A/HRC/44/54)

Establish a system for the systematic collection of statistical data on violence against
women, disaggregated by forms of violence, number of complaints, prosecutions and
convictions imposed on perpetrators; (A/HRC/44/54)

Engagement with OHCHR and human rights mechanisms

Increase engagement with international human rights protection mechanisms, including
the special procedures system, by receiving regular official visits from mandate holders;
(A/HRC/44/20)

Accept and facilitate the establishment of a permanent OHCHR country office;
(A/HRC/41/18)

Facilitate the establishment of an OHCHR office in the country as an effective means of
assisting the State in tackling the human rights challenges and concerns addressed in the
present report; (A/HRC/44/20)
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