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! The full text of the statements is available on http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/

news _media.nsf/.
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2 A number of mandate-holders have addressed the phenomenon of defamation of religion and

incitement to religious hatred in the context of their regular activities. Since 2002, the Special
Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intoleranceis
mandated to examine the situation of Mudlims and Arab peoples in various parts of the world in the
aftermath of the events of 11 September 2001, which includes the question of defamation of religion (see
E/CN.4/2006/17). Moreover, cases or situations that relate to defamation of religion have also made the
object of communications sent to Governments by some mandate-holders (see, inter dia,
E/CN.4/2006/5/Add.1).
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3 See adecision of the United States of America Supreme Court on Internet and free speech

(26 June 1997):  http://www.cdt.org/speech/cdal; see also Declaration on Digital Democracy:
http://www.democraticmedia.org/i ssues/decDigital Democracy.html.

4 On this matter see: The Information Economy Report 2006:  The Devel opment
Perspective, UNCTAD/SDTE/ECB/2006/1 (16/11/2006).
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5 Concluding observations of the Human Rights Committee, Mexico, United Nations

document CCPR/C/79/Add.109, paragraph 19. See also the comments by the Government of Mexico on
the concluding observations of the Human Rights Committee, CCPR/C/79/Add.123 (2000). The Human
Rights Committee aso welcomed the amendment of the crimina code eiminating the crime of
defamation of the Republic [of Slovakia] and its representatives, concluding observations of the Human
Rights Committee, CCPR/CO/78/SVK (2003).

6 See Principle 10 of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression (also known as
the Chapultepec Declaration) approved by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights at its 108
regular session (1994). See aso point XlI, resolution on the Adoption of the Declaration of Principles
on Freedom of Expression in Africa (2002), African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights/Res. 62
(XXXI1) 02.
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! International Federation of Journalists, see www.ifj.org.

International News Safety Institute, see www.newssafety.com. In addition, other mgor
organizations like the Committee for the Protection of Journalists (see www.cpj.org) and Reporters Sans
Frontieres (www.rsf.org) provide reliable statistics concerning media professional casualties.
Differences are generally due to the possible inclusion or exclusion of figures concerning media support
staff - drivers, interpreters - or media professionals other than journalists and reporters, mainly
cameramen, soundmen, photographers. Fredlance journaists are more difficult to track than
professionals working for a media company.
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o International News Safety Institute, Protection of Journalistsin conflict - Fundamental Rules -

Brussels, 7 August 2006, see http://www.newssaf ety.com/stories/insi/conflictrules.htm.

Reporters without Borders, Charter for the safety of journalists working in war zones or dangerous
areas, Paris 2002, see http://www.rsf.org/print.php3?2id_article=2350.

For the Press Emblem initiative and the Media Casualties Ticking Clock, see www.pressemblem.ch.

10 see First Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, relating to the
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts, section 111, chapter I11, Journalists, article 79.
Measures of protection for journalists (1) Journalists engaged in dangerous professional missionsin areas
of armed conflict shall be considered as civilians within the meaning of article 50, paragraph 1. (2)
They shall be protected as such under the Conventions and this Protocol, provided that they take no action
adversely affecting their status as civilians, and without prejudice to the right of war correspondents
accredited to the armed forces to the status provided for in article 4 A (4) of the Third Convention. (3)
They may obtain an identity card smilar to the model in annex Il of this Protocol. This card, which
shall be issued by the Government of the State of which the journalist is a national or in whose territory
he resides or in which the news medium employing him islocated, shall attest to his status as ajournalist.
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1 A number of media organizations run safety programmes and funds. In addition to those

already mentioned, see also International Federation of Journalists Safety Fund, which also help with
medical and legal assistance, and travel. International Pen runs a PEN Emergency Fund, which raises
funds for imprisoned, or otherwise threatened, writers and journalists (www.international pen.org.uk).
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12 seethe Annex of the present report.

The Five Fault Lines by the late Robert C. Maynard are an excdlent example of
rationalization of this problem, see http://www.maynardije.org/programs/faultlines.
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14 Ignacio Alvarez replaced Mr. Bertoni on 15 March 2006.
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