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LETTER DATED 9 MAY 1997 FROM THE SECRETARY- GENERAL
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to convey to you the attached letter, dated 9 May 1997,
whi ch | have received fromthe Permanent Representative of Italy to the United
Nati ons (see annex). Attached to the letter is the third bi-weekly report on
the multinational protection force for Al bania requested by the Security Counci
inits resolution 1101 (1997) of 28 March 1997.

| shoul d appreciate your bringing the present letter and its annex to the
attention of the nmenbers of the Security Council

(Signed) Kofi A ANNAN

* Rei ssued for technical reasons.
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Annex

Letter dated 9 May 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of ltaly
to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGenera

I have the honour to submt the third report on the multinationa
protection force for Al bania (see appendix). The report is submtted pursuant
to the requirenent set out in paragraph 9 of Security Council resolution
1101 (1997) of 28 March 1997, in which the Council requested the Menber States
participating in the nultinational protection force to provide periodic reports,
at |least every two weeks, through the Secretary-Ceneral, to the Council. The
second such report was conveyed to you on 25 April (S/1997/335, annex).

| should be grateful if you could have the text of the present letter and

the third report circulated as a docunment of the Security Council

(Signed) F. Paolo FULC
Anbassador
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Appendi x

Third report to the Security Council on the operation
of the multinational protection force in Al bania

. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. On 28 March 1997, the Security Council adopted resolution 1101 (1997), in
par agraph 2 of which it wel coned the offer nmade by certain Menber States to
establish a tenporary and Iimted nmultinational protection force to facilitate
the safe and pronpt delivery of humanitarian assistance, and to help create a
secure environnent for the m ssions of international organizations in Al bania,
i ncl udi ng those providing humanitari an assi st ance.

2. I n paragraph 9 of the resolution the Security Council requested the Menber
States participating in the nmultinational protection force to provide periodic
reports, at |east every two weeks, through the Secretary-General to the Council
The first report was provided on 9 April 1997 (S/1997/296, annex) specifying,
inter alia, the paraneters and nodalities of the operation on the basis of
consul tati ons between Menber States participating in the force and the
CGovernment of Al bania; the second report was provided on 25 April 1997

(S/1997/ 335, annex). The third report refers to events between 23 April and

7 May 1997.

[1. MJILTI NATI ONAL PROTECTI ON FORCE

Political guidance

3. The Steering Committee, consisting of the political directors of the troop-
contributing countries and the Conmander of the operation, continues to foll ow
the overall situation on the ground and the full conpliance of the activities of
the force with the Security Council mandate. It neets on a weekly basis. Up to
now it has had neetings on 4, 9, 14, 23 and 30 April and 6 May.

4. Sl oveni a, having formally decided to contribute to the force with a nedica
unit (27 men), joined the Steering Committee as of its neeting of 30 April

5. The International Conmmittee of the Red Cross (I CRC) and Bel gi um joi ned the
Conmi ttee as observers.

6. The United Nations is represented by the Departnent of Humanitarian Affairs
whil e representatives of both the Presidency and Conm ssion of the European
Union are present. The Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(GSCE) and the Western European Union (WEU) are represented by their respective
presidents. A representative of Albania is regularly invited to attend the
neeti ngs.
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Cooperation with Al banian authorities

7. The Al bani an Anbassador to Ronme attended the nmeeting of the Steering
Committee on 30 April. He confirned the full support of the CGovernnent of

Al bania for the nultinational protection force operation and expressed
appreciation for the humanitarian activities in the security framework provided
by the force. This position was reiterated to the Mnister of Defence of G eece
who visited Al bania on 28 April

8. The Steering Committee intends to nmaintain constant contacts with the

Al bani an authorities, in particular the central conm ssion established to serve
as the interdepartmental point of coordination and contact in Tirana. The

comm ssion is headed by the Secretary of State to the Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs, Pavli Zeri, whomthe Steering Comrittee has invited to attend its next
neeting.

Cooperation with international organi zations

9. In conpliance with the mandate described in resolution 1101 (1997), the
humani t ari an assi stance programe for Al bania has been largely inmplenented in a
secure environnent to which the force contributes. The force has al ready

provi ded direct support to such international organizations as the Wrld Food
Programme (WFP) and EU ECHO  The force ensures security on the roads used by
the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) for food deliveries in the north of
Al bania. Additional activities in the sane direction are planned between the
force and WFP. Several non-governnental organizations have made inquiries about
possi bl e support fromthe force. Special procedures have been established by
the Steering Committee for this purpose.

10. COSCE has established a presence in Tirana and Anbassador G ubmayr, Resident
Deputy of the Personal Representative of the Chairman-in-Ofice for Al bania, has
taken up his functions.

11. The European Uni on/ PHARE programme for Al bania is about to be activated
whil e UNI CEF and WFP are providing emergency assistance to Albania. [|CRC
activities are continuing safely, as are those of sone non-governnent al
organi zati ons.

12. Following the fact-finding mssion that visited Albania from23 to

25 April, WEU defined a mandate for a European advisory, training and support
programe for the Al banian police. OSCE and the European Union are actively
consi dering the possibility of supporting this programme, the latter in the
framework of a joint action on which initial discussion by the European Union
took place at the Mnisterial Council in Luxembourg on 29 April

13. On 5 May, WHO and UNI CEF | aunched polio vaccinati on canpai gns throughout
the country.

For ce depl oynent

14. The deploynent of the force and the achi evenent of its planned tasks is
progressing well within the scheduled time. The control by sea and air of the

/...
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key entry points in the country is now fully achieved. The force depl oyment has
substantially inproved the security conditions for aid deliveries. The force is
strengthening its mlitary organi zati on and progressively expanding the
framework of security into the country, gaining control of the main roads and
comuni cations in the application of its mandate. As of 7 My, the depl oynent
of the force reached a | evel of 6,345 units, 98 per cent of the total envisaged.

15. The current deploynent is as follows: Austria, 116; Denmark, 11; France,
923; Greece, 803; Italy, 2,973; Romania, 399; Spain, 341; and Turkey, 779. The
arrival of the Romani an contingent took place on 4 May. The Dani sh contingent
conpl eted depl oynment on 7 May.

Sunmary of operations

16. The force is consolidating its presence in the planned sites of depl oynent.
A security framework has been provided for several hunanitarian convoys.
Surveil l ance, patrolling and security have been assured on many itineraries.
Air, naval and tel econmuni cations activities have proceeded according to
schedul ed pl ans.

17. Civilian-mlitary cooperation is devel oping, in particular through the
specific branch of the force created for this purpose. Local representatives of
the main international organizations active in Al bania (including UNI CEF, WP
EU ECHO and I CRC) took part in a security and | ogistic support briefing on

30 April. Reconnaissance by the force was carried out at the site of Qafe
Shtama/Burrel followi ng the explosion of a nunitions depot that caused the death
of 22 Al banian civilians.

18. Assistance and protection for official visits has been provided by the
force. Special procedures for this purpose are being defined.

[11. CONCLUSI ONS

19. Force deploynent is al nbst conplete and has had a positive effect on the
overall security situation in Albania. Commercial and industrial activities are
resuming as well as maritinme connections. Schools have reopened. Sports and
social activities are on their way to normal. Curfew has been reduced.

However, isolated clashes are still recorded. One clash involving the force
took place in Viore on 4 May. Two rival bands opened fire near an Italian canp.
The force fired warning shots. No one was injured and there was no substantia
damage. Organized crine and racketeering are still continuing in certain areas
where police control remains insufficient.



