UNITED
NATIONS E

: : Distr.
Economic and Social Ll M TED
Councill

E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ L. 73
20 April 1998

Oiginal: ENG.ISH

COWM SSI ON ON HUMAN RI GHTS
Fifty-fourth session
Agenda item 9

FURTHER PROMOTI ON AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF HUMAN RI GHTS
AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS, | NCLUDI NG THE QUESTI ON COF
THE PROGRAMVE AND METHODS OF WORK CF THE COWM SSI ON

Austria, Bulgaria*, Canada, Chile, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Finland*, Gernmany, Hungary*, ltaly,
Luxenmbour g, Net herl ands*, New Zeal and*, Norway*, Peru
Pol and, Republic of Korea, Ronania, Slovakia*, Spain*,
Sweden*, Switzerland* and Uruguay: draft resolution

1998/... Hunman rights and thematic procedures

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Considering that thematic procedures established by the Conmmission with
regard to the consideration of questions related to the pronotion and
protection of all human rights have an inportant role anong its human rights
noni t ori ng mechani sns,

Noting with satisfaction that an increasing nunber of Governnents have

devel oped a working relationship with the thematic procedures, in particular
in the formof invitations to visits, responses to requests for information
and i nmpl ementation of recommendati ons, and that numerous non-governnmenta
organi zati ons have al so devel oped a working relationship with the thematic

procedures,

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom c and Social Council
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Wel coming the approval of the draft declaration on the right and
responsi bility of individuals, groups and organs of society to prompte and
protect universally recognized human rights and fundanmental freedonms in its
resolution 1998/7 of 3 April 1998,

Enphasi zi ng the obligation of Governments not to subject individuals,
organi zati ons or groups of persons who have provided information to the
speci al procedures to adverse treatnent, as a result of such action

Recalling the applicability of the provisions of the 1946 Convention on
the Privileges and Inmunities of the United Nations to the work of the experts
of the special procedures systemin the exercise of their functions,

Recalling all its resolutions on human rights and thematic procedures,

Recalling al so:

(a) Recommendat i ons concerning themati c procedures contained in the
Vi enna Decl arati on and Progranme of Action adopted by the Wbrld Conference on
Human Ri ghts which called for the strengthening of special procedures;

(b) The Secretary-General's programme for United Nations reform
(A/51/950 and Add. 1-6), which calls for mminstream ng human rights in
United Nations activities,

M ndful of the request of the Secretary-General to the United Nations
Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to review the human rights machinery and
devel op recomendati ons on possible ways to streamine and rationalize it,
with a viewto strengthening, inter alia, the special procedures,

Wel coming the organi zation by the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts of annual neetings of the holders of mandates, as reconmended by
the Worl d Conference on Human Rights, and the efforts to coordinate activities
anong various mandates in the areas of urgent actions, missions to the field
and rel evant nmeetings and consultations, so as to enhance effectiveness,
taking into account the need to avoid unnecessary duplication and overl appi ng,

Noting that some human rights violations are specific to or primarily
di rected agai nst womren, and that the identification and reporting of these
vi ol ati ons demand specific awareness and sensitivity,

1. Commends those Governments that have invited the thematic special
rapporteurs, representatives, experts or working groups to visit their
countries and devel oped other forns of intensive cooperation with the thematic

procedur es;
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2. Encourages all Governnents to cooperate with the Commi ssion
through the pertinent thematic procedures by:

(a) Respondi ng wi t hout undue delay to requests for information made to
them t hrough the thematic procedures, so that the procedures may carry out
their mandates effectively;

(b) Inviting thematic special rapporteurs, representatives, experts
and working groups to visit their countries, upon request;

(c) Considering followup visits with a viewto the effective
i npl enment ati on of recomendati ons by the thenmatic procedures concer ned;

3. Invites the Governments concerned to study carefully the
recommendati ons addressed to them under thematic procedures and to keep the
rel evant nechani sns i nfornmed wi thout undue delay on the progress nade towards
their inplenmentation

4, I nvites non-governmental organizations to continue their
cooperation with themati c procedures and to ascertain that the materia
provided is as detailed as possible and falls under the mandate of these
procedur es;

5. Requests the thematic special rapporteurs, representatives,
experts and wor ki ng groups:

(a) To make reconmmendations for the prevention of human rights
vi ol ati ons;

(b) To follow closely the progress made by Governnents in the
i nvestigations carried out within their respective nmandates;

(c) To continue close cooperation with relevant treaty bodi es and
country rapporteurs;

(d) To include in their reports information provided by Governments on
followup action, as well as their own observations thereon, including in
regard to both problens and i nprovenments, as appropriate;

(e) To include regularly in their reports gender-di saggregated data
and to address the characteristics and practice of human rights violations
under their mandates that are specifically or primarily directed agai nst
worren, or to which wonen are particularly vulnerable, in order to ensure the

effective protection of their human rights;
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6. Requests the thematic special rapporteurs, representatives,
experts and working groups to include in their reports conments on probl ens of
responsi veness and the result of analyses, as appropriate, in order to carry
out their mandates even nore effectively, and to include also in their reports
suggestions as to areas where Governments m ght request rel evant assistance
t hrough the programe of advisory services adm nistered by the Office of the
Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts;

7. Requests the Secretary-General, taking note of the recomrendations
of the neetings of the special rapporteurs, representatives, experts and
chai rpersons of working groups, to convene further periodic neetings of al
the thematic special rapporteurs, representatives, experts and chairpersons of
wor ki ng groups of the Conm ssion on Human Rights in order to enable themto
continue to exchange views, cooperate and coordi nate nore closely and nake
recommendati ons;

8. Encourages the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts,
including in the context of the five-year review of the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action to further strengthen cooperation anmong the thematic
speci al rapporteurs, representatives, experts, nenbers and chairpersons of
wor ki ng groups of the Conm ssion and other relevant United Nations bodi es,

i ncluding the human rights treaty bodies, with a viewto pronpting greater
efficiency and effectiveness through better coordination of the various
bodi es, mechani snms and procedures, taking into account the need to avoid
unnecessary duplication and overl apping of their mandates and tasks;

9. Suggests that the special rapporteurs, representatives, experts
and working groups of the special procedures of the Commission, acting within
their mandates, consider how they can al so pronote public awareness about
human rights and about the particular situation of individuals, groups and
organs of society who prompte and protect human rights and fundanenta
freedons;

10. Requests the Secretary-General

(a) To issue annually and sufficiently early, in close collaboration
with the thematic special rapporteurs, representatives, experts and worKking
groups, their conclusions and reconmendati ons, so as to enable further

di scussion of their inplementation at subsequent sessions of the Conm ssion
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(b) To present annually a list of all persons currently mandated to
carry out the thematic and country procedures, including their country of
origin, in an annex to the annotations to the provisional agenda of each
session of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts;

11. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral, in inplementing the

United Nations budget for the current biennium to ensure the availability of
such resources as are necessary for the effective inplenmentation of al
themati ¢ mandates, including any additional tasks entrusted to the thematic

speci al rapporteurs, representatives, experts and working groups.



