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Australia*, Austria, Bangladesh, Belarus, Brazil,
Bul garia*, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica*, Croatia*,
Cyprus*, Denmark, El Salvador, Finland*, Ireland,
Italy, Japan, latvia*, Liechtenstein*, Luxenbourqg,
Mexi co, Net herl ands*, New Zeal and*, Norway*, Peru
Portugal *, Republic of Korea, Romani a*, Spain*,
Sweden*, Switzerland*, Tunisia and United States
of America: draft resolution

1998/ . .. Integrating the human rights of wonen throughout
the United Nations system

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng that the equal rights of wonen and nen are enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen and
ot her international human rights instrunents,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the subject and the agreed
concl usi ons 1997/ 2 adopted by the Econom c and Social Council on nmainstream ng
a gender perspective into all policies and programes in the United Nations

system

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council
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Recalling also that, in the Vienna Declaration and Programre of Action
(A/ CONF. 157/ 23), the World Conference on Human Rights affirnmed that the human
rights of wonen and of the girl child are an inalienable, integral and
i ndi visible part of universal human rights and called for action to integrate
t he equal status and human rights of wonmen into the mainstream of
United Nations systemw de activity,

Bearing in nmnd that the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wonen, in the

Beijing Platformfor Action (A/ CONF.177/20, chap. 1), called upon all relevant
organs, bodies and agencies of the United Nations system all human rights
bodi es of the United Nations system as well as the United Nations High

Conmi ssioner for Human Rights and the United Nations H gh Conmm ssioner for
Refugees, to give full, equal and sustained attention to the human rights of
wonen in the exercise of their respective mandates,

Enphasi zing the major role of the Conmm ssion on the Status of Wnmen in
pronmoting equality between wonen and men and, in particular, welcoming its
agreed conclusions on the human rights of wonen, viol ence against wonmen, wonen
and arnmed conflict, and the girl child adopted at its forty-second session

Reaffirm ng the inportant role wonmen's groups and non-gover nnent al
organi zations play in pronoting and protecting the human rights of wonmen,

1. Wl conmes the report of the Secretary-General (E/ CN 4/1998/49 and
Add. 1) ;

2. Al so wel cones the comm tment of the United Nations High

Conmmi ssioner for Human Rights to integrate the human rights of wonen
t hr oughout the United Nations system

3. Enphasi zes that the goal of mainstream ng a gender perspective is
to achi eve gender equality and that this includes ensuring that al
United Nations activities integrate the human rights of wonen, and to this end
calls upon all relevant actors to inplenent the agreed concl usions of the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council through such nmeasures as the adoption of
gender - mai nstream ng policies, the inprovenment of tools for gender
mai nst reani ng, the establishnment of instrunents and nechani sns for nonitoring
and evaluation, and the creation of accountability mechani snms for gender

mai nstream ng

4, Al so _enphasi zes that the responsibility for mainstream ng starts

at the highest levels and, therefore, encourages the H gh Commi ssioner for
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Human Ri ghts, in collaboration with the Division for the Advancement of Wonen,
to el aborate a gender nission statenent and strategies for effectively
i mpl enenting the agreed concl usions;

5. Wl cones the cooperation and coordi nati on between the Division for
t he Advancenent of Wonen and the O fice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts ai ned at mminstreanm ng wonen's human rights such as the joint work plan
(E/CN. 6/1998/ 2/ Add. 1) and requests that this plan continue to reflect al
aspects of work under way and identify where obstacl es/i npedi nents exi st and
areas for further collaboration, and that it be nmade available to the
Commi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fifth session and to the Comm ssion on
the Status of Wonen at its forty-third session

6. Calls for further strengthening of cooperation and coordi nation

bet ween the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts and the Commi ssion on the Status of
Worren and between the O fice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights and the
Di vision for the Advancenent of Wonen in order to nore effectively pronote
wonen's human rights through, inter alia:

(a) Col | aborating in the witing of reports for the Commi ssion on the
Status of Wonen and the Conmi ssion on Human Rights, building on the
first initiative of this type (E/ CN 4/1998/22-E/ CN. 6/1998/11) and maki ng
avail able their reports to each other

(b) Sharing informati on systematically on the work of the Commttee on
the Elimnation of Discrimnation against Wnmen in order to ensure that its
concl udi ng comments and general reconmendations are better utilized in the
work of the other treaty bodies and United Nations human rights activities;

(c) Capacity-building to i nplenent the agreed concl usions of the
Econom ¢ and Social Council on mainstream ng a gender perspective, in
particul ar training and gender sensitization, especially for personne
i nvolved in human rights field operations;

7. Encour ages the strengthening of cooperation and coordi nati on anong
all human rights bodi es and nechani sns and requests the human rights treaty
bodi es, special rapporteurs, special procedures and other human rights
mechani sns of the Commi ssion and the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities to take regularly and
systematically a gender perspective into account in the inplementation of
their mandates, including information and qualitative analysis in their

reports on violations of the human rights of wonen;
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8. Wel conmes, in this regard, the paper prepared by the United Nations
Devel opment Fund for Wonen (E/ CN. 4/1997/131, annex) for the neeting of the
speci al rapporteurs, special representatives, independent experts and
chai rpersons of the working groups of the special procedures of the Comm ssion
on Human Rights held from28 to 30 May 1996 (see E/CN. 4/1997/3) and the
description therein that gender-specific reporting and analysis is an
exam nation of the effects of gender on the form which a human rights
violation takes, the circunstances in which a particular violation occurs, the
consequences for the victim and the availability and accessibility of
renedi es, and urges the inplenentation of the reconmendati ons pertaining to
wor ki ng net hods and reporting nethodol ogy, including sources of informtion
and gender-specific analysis in conclusions and recomendati ons;

9. Draws attention to the need to devel op practical strategies to

i npl enment the recomendations contained in the report of the expert group
meeting on the devel opnment of guidelines for the integration of a gender
perspective into human rights activities and programes (E/ CN.4/1996/ 105,
annex) and, in this regard, reconmends that the O fice of the High
Commi ssioner for Human Rights, together with other relevant United Nations
agenci es and secretariats, consider the organi zati on of another such neeting
to eval uate neasures taken and any obstacles to inplenmentation of these
gui del i nes including assessing possible new strategies to inplement them

10. Encourages the efforts of the treaty bodies to nonitor nore
effectively the human rights of wonen in their activities, and reaffirnms that
it is the responsibility of all treaty bodies, in their work, to integrate a
gender perspective bearing in mnd the need to:

(a) Devel op gender-sensitive guidelines to be used in the review of
States parties' reports;

(b) Devel op, as a matter of priority, a conmon strategy towards
mai nstreamnmi ng the human rights of wonmen into their work, so that each body,
within its mandate, nonitors the human rights of womnen;

(c) I ncorporate a gender analysis and regul arly exchange infornmation
in the devel opment of general comments and recommendations with a viewto the

preparati on of general comments which reflect a gender perspective;
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(d) I ncorporate a gender perspective into concluding observations so
that the concludi ng observations of each treaty body delineate the strengths
and weaknesses of each State party insofar as enjoynent by wonen of the rights
guaranteed by a particular treaty is concerned,

11. Urges States to limt the extent of any reservations to the
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation against Wnen,
formul ate any such reservations as precisely and as narrowmy as possible,
ensure that no reservations are inconpatible with the object and purpose of
the Convention or otherw se inconmpatible with international treaty |aw and
regularly review themwith a viewto withdrawing them and w thdraw
reservations that are contrary to the object and purpose of the Convention or
whi ch are otherwi se inconmpatible with international treaty |aw,

12. Urges the rel evant organs, bodies and agencies of the
United Nations system all human rights bodies of the United Nations system
as well as the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights and the
United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Refugees, to bear in nmnd, inter alia,
the need for expertise in the human rights of wonmen in the recruitnent of
staff;

13. Draws attention to the need to give due consideration to the human

rights of wonen and the girl child in the five-year review of the Vienna
Decl arati on and Programme of Action and the conmenoration of the
fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and, in this
regard, wel cones the recomendati ons contained in resolution 1998/... adopted
by the Comm ssion on the Status of Wnen at its forty-second session and the
i ssuing of the information kit “Wmnen's Rights: The Responsibility of Al” by
the O fice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to report on the inplenmentation of
the present resolution at its fifty-fifth session

15. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its

fifty-fifth session.



