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QUESTI ON OF THE HUVAN RI GHTS OF ALL PERSONS SUBJECTED TO
ANY FORM OF DETENTI ON OR | MPRI SONVENT

Argentina, Austria, Canada, Dennark, France, Gernany,
G eece*, Portugal*, Russian Federation, Sl|ovakia*,
Spain* and United States of Anerica: draft resolution

1998/... Hunman rights and forensic science

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolutions 1993/33 of 5 March 1993, 1994/ 31
of 4 March 1994 and 1996/31 of 19 April 1996,

Wel coming the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on human rights
and forensic science (E/CN 4/1998/32) submitted pursuant to its
resol ution 1996/ 31

Recogni zi ng that forensic science is an inportant tool in detecting
evi dence of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degradi ng treatnent or
puni shmrent ,

Noting that the practice of forensic science includes exam nations of
both dead and living persons, and also includes identification procedures,
Noting also that in many of the countries concerned, sufficient

expertise is not available in forensic science and related fields to

i nvestigate human rights violations effectively,

* |n accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council
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Noting the need of Governnents, intergovernnmental organizations and
non- gover nnental organi zations for forensic scientific expertise in
i nvestigating deaths and clarifying di sappearances as enphasi zed in the
reports of the Working G oup on Enforced or Involuntary Di sappearances and of
t he Speci al Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, as
wel | as those of various country rapporteurs,

Awar e that several special rapporteurs have wel coned efforts towards the
institution of a standing team of forensic experts and experts in related
fields to assist themin carrying out their human rights mandates,

1. Requests the O fice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to
consult with Governments, relevant United Nations bodi es and professiona
organi zations of forensic and related experts as nentioned in the reports of
the Secretary-General, of which the latest is contained in document
E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 32 of 5 January 1998, with a view to updating the list of experts
with their biographical data, including professional qualifications, current
enpl oynent, contact address, gender (the nom nation of fenale experts is
encour aged), indications of availability, and the kind of assistance they
coul d provide;

2. Al so requests the Ofice of the Hi gh Comm ssioner to encourage the

forensic and other experts to abide by the Principles on the Effective
Prevention and Investigation of Extra-legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions
adopted by the Econom c and Social Council in its resolution 1989/65
of 24 May 1989;

3. Invites the Ofice of the Hi gh Conm ssioner and the Crinme

Prevention and Crim nal Justice Division of the Secretariat to consi der

revising the Manual on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of

Extra-legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions in which standard procedures for

adequat e post-nortem exam nations (autopsies or partial autopsies) are
descri bed;

4, Also invites the Ofice of the H gh Comr ssioner to consider the

possibility that forensic experts coordi nate and produce additional manuals
concerned with exam nations of living persons for the follow ng two areas of
forensi c medi ci ne:

(a) Clinical forensic exam nations, conducted in a gender-sensitive
manner, to docunent injuries which may be caused by torture and other cruel

i nhuman or degrading treatnment, including an assessnment of any physical and
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psychol ogi cal synptons, of detained persons; war prisoners; wonmen who may have
been exposed to rape and sexual violence; civilians in areas where human
rights may have been viol ated; refugees fromareas in which evidence is
avai |l abl e regardi ng use or suspicion of use of torture and other cruel

i nhuman or degrading treatnent; detainees in psychiatric institutions and
children in youth institutions in regions where there is a suspicion that
their rights have been violated or that they have been subjected to torture or
ot her cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent;

(b) Exam nations to identify children of persons who have di sappeared
or children who have been subjected to enforced di sappearance;

5. Recommends that the O fice of the Hi gh Conm ssioner encourage, as
appropriate, the dissem nation and use of the manuals referred to in the
present resolution and the setting up of courses ainmed at providing training
in forensic activities relating to victins of human rights violations,
particularly in countries wi thout sufficient expertise in forensic science and
related fields, for exanple through the training of |ocal teans;

6. Al so recommends that the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner establish

procedures to evaluate the use of forensic expertise and the results of those
efforts;

7. Requests the O fice of the H gh Comr ssioner to report to the
Commission at its fifty-sixth session on progress made in this matter
i ncl udi ng:

(a) The availability of a conprehensive and up-to-date |ist of
forensic experts;

(b) A revised standardi zed service agreenent regul ating the use of the
forensic experts, including provisions for the protection of the experts who
S0 serve;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to provide appropriate resources,
fromw thin existing overall United Nation resources, to fund the activities
of the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner in inplenenting the present resolution

9. Decides to consider the question at its fifty-sixth session under
the itementitled “Question of the human rights of all persons subjected to

any form of detention or inprisonnent”.



