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REPORT OF THE SUB- COVM SSI ON ON PREVENTI ON OF DI SCRI M NATI ON
AND PROTECTION CF M NORI TI ES ON I TS FORTY- FOURTH SESSI ON

Austria, Belgiunf, Caneroon, Czech Republic, Dennark*, Ethiopia*,

Finl and, France, Germany, G eece*, lceland*, lreland*, ltaly*,

Japan, Luxenbourg, Netherlands, Norway*, Pol and, Port ugal

Russi an Federation, Senegal*, Spain*, Sweden* and United Kingdom
of Geat Britain and Northern Ireland: draft resolution

1993/... Wrk of the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention of
Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Taki ng note of the report of the Sub-Conmm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities on its forty-fourth session
(E/ CN. 4/ 1993/ 2),

Expressing its appreciation for the positive contribution rmade by the
Sub- Conmi ssion to the work of the Conmission in the pronotion and protection
of human rights,

Recalling the terms of reference of the Sub-Commi ssion as defined by the
Conmi ssion and its particular responsibilities established inter alia, in

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
t he functional conmi ssions of the Econonmic and Social Council
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Conmi ssion resolutions 8 (XXI11) of 16 March 1967 and 17 (XXXVII) of

10 March 1981, Econom ¢ and Social Council resolutions 1235 (XLII) of

6 June 1967 and 1503 (XLVIII1) of 27 May 1970 and the rel evant resol utions of
the CGeneral Assenbly,

Recalling also its resolution 1992/66 of 4 March 1992, in which it
provided certain guidelines for the work of the Sub-Comm ssion, and Econonic
and Social Council resolution 1991/32 of 31 May 1991 on strengthening the
i ndependence of the experts nmenbers of the Sub-Comm ssion

Taki ng note of the report of the Chairnman of the Sub-Conmm ssion on the
work of its forty-fourth session (E/ CN. 4/1993/60) and the proposals contai ned
t her ei n,

Noting with appreciation the intensified dialogue and the spirit of
cooperati on between the Conm ssion and the Sub- Conmi ssion through the mutual

exchange of information by their respective chairpersons, in accordance with
par agraphs 17 and 18 of Conmi ssion resolution 1990/ 64 of 7 March 1990,

Convi nced of the need for a further strengthening of substantial and
nmeani ngf ul di al ogue between the Conmi ssion and the Sub- Conmi ssion

Al so convinced that it is essential that the inpartiality and objectivity
of the Sub-Conmi ssion and the independent status of its nmenbers and their
alternates should continue to be its guiding principles,

Further convinced that the credibility and effectiveness of the
Sub- Comi ssion as an expert human rights body are dependent on Governments
nomi nati ng and the Commi ssion electing as nmenbers and alternates of the
Sub- Conmi ssion only individuals who possess genuine expertise in the field of
human rights and who are able to act independently of their Governnents,

Stressing the valuable role that the Sub-Conmi ssion, as a body of
i ndependent experts, can play, inter alia, in addressi ng new devel opnents in
the field of human rights and also in providing a forumfor the contributions
of non-governnental organizations in the field of new devel opnents,

M ndful of the inportant contribution in general that non-governnmenta
organi zations in consultative status with the Econonmic and Social Council mnake
to the work of the Sub-Conmission, in conformty with the principles enbodied
in Council resolutions 1296 (XLIV) of 23 May 1968 and 1919 (LVII1) of
5 May 1975,

Wl coming the report of the inter-sessional working group on the nethods
of work of the Sub-Conmm ssion established pursuant to Comi ssion
resol ution 1992/66 of 4 March 1992 (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1992/3) and the results of
the work of the group,

Convinced that it is highly appropriate for the Conm ssion to give
consi dered attention to the work of the Sub-Conmi ssion and thereby maintain
the effectiveness of both bodies in their respective roles,
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Reaffirm ng that it remains inportant for the Conmi ssion to give gui dance
to the Sub-Conm ssion, and for the Sub-Comm ssion to follow that guidance, in
the Iight of the nandate already granted to it, in order to ensure the
conplenmentarity of its activities with those of the Commi ssion,

1. Reaffirnms that the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnination
and Protection of Mnorities can best assist the Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts by
providing it with recommendati ons based on the different views and
per spectives of independent experts, which should be appropriately reflected
in the report of the Sub-Comm ssion, as well as in the expert studies carried
out under its auspices;

2. Calls upon the Sub-Conmmission, in the fulfilment of its functions
and duties, to be guided by the relevant resolutions of the Comni ssion and the
Econoni ¢ and Soci al Council;

3. Takes note with appreciation of the significant steps taken by the
Sub- Commi ssion to rationalize and streamine its work

4, Wl cones Sub- Commi ssion resolution 1992/8 of 26 August 1992 and the
gui del i nes annexed t heret o;

5. Invites the Sub-Commission to continue its consideration of ways in
which its work should be inproved with a view to naki ng recomendati ons on the
foll owi ng points:

(a) Initiatives for a better coordination with the Conm ssion on
Human Ri ghts and the other conpetent organs of the United Nations acting in
the field of human rights;

(b) Further strengthening the independence of its experts;

(c) Proposal s concerning the rationalization of the agenda, bearing in
mnd inter alia, the rel ationship between the agenda of the Sub-Conm ssion and
that of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts;

(d) Initiatives which would facilitate the w dest possible
di sseni nation of the findings of the Sub-Conmi ssion, such as the preparation
of a short summary of each conpl eted study, the purpose being that the
summaries of all studies conpleted during a session be published separately in
various | anguages, for exanple in the Fact Sheet series of the Centre for
Human Rights, thus contributing to better publicity for the studies;

(e) Devel opi ng a programre of familiarization with the work of the
Sub- Conmmi ssion for new nenbers and alternates, in particular by providing them
in good time with a wide variety of docunents fromthe Sub-Conm ssion and
ot her information nateri al

6. Reaffirns that one of the tasks of the Sub-Conmission is a thorough
exam nation of information concerning alleged human rights violations, as well
as the presentation of the research and the results of the exam nation to the
Conmi ssi on;
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7. Requests the Sub-Conmi ssion to restrict its requests to the
Secretary-General to ask Governnents, intergovernnental organizations, the
speci al i zed agenci es and other such bodies for their views and coments on
requests relating to those studies that have received prior explicit approva
from the Commi ssion;

8. Invites the Sub-Commission to continue to give due regard to new
devel opnents in the field of human rights;

9. Calls upon States to nominate as nenbers and al ternates persons
neeting the criteria of independent experts, who should discharge in that
capacity their functions as nenbers of the Sub-Conmi ssion, and to respect
fully the independence of el ected nenbers;

10. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to give strong support
to the Sub-Comm ssion and, in particular, to ensure that Sub-Conm ssion
docunents are available in all |anguages in good tine before the session;

11. Invites the Chairnan of the Comm ssion to i nformthe Sub-Commi ssi on
on the debate under this item

12. Decides to invite the Chairman of the Sub-Conmission at its
forty-fourth session to cone for consultations with the nmenbers of the Bureau
of the Commi ssion at an appropriate tinme during the neeting of the Bureau of
t he Conmi ssion at the conclusion of its forty-ninth session and the Chairnman
of the Sub-Commission at its forty-fifth session to report to the Conmi ssion
at its fiftieth session on the progress nmade concerning the issues referred to
in the present resolution and on significant aspects of the work of the
Sub- Commi ssi on



