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71/255. Cooperation between the United Nations and 

the Association of Southeast Asian Nations  
 

 

 The General Assembly, 

 Recalling the aims and purposes of the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations, as enshrined in the Bangkok Declaration of 8  August 1967,
1
 in particular 

the maintenance of close and beneficial cooperation with existing international and 

regional organizations with similar aims and purposes,  

 Noting the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the Association 

of Southeast Asian Nations, which came into force on 15 December 2008,
2
 

particularly on upholding the Charter of the United Nations and international law,  

 Noting with satisfaction that the activities of the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations are consistent with the purposes and principles of the United Nations,  

 Recalling all previous resolutions on cooperation between the United Nations 

and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations,
3
 

 Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,
4
 

 Welcoming the participation of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations in 

the high-level meetings between the United Nations and regional organizations, as 

well as the collaboration between the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and 

the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific to promote dialogue 

and cooperation among regional organizations in Asia and the Pacific,  

 Welcoming also the Association of Southeast Asian Nations as an observer in 

the General Assembly, 

 Recalling the First to Seventh Summits of the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations and the United Nations and the commitment of the leaders of the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the Secretary-General of the United 

_______________ 
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Nations to further deepen the comprehensive partnership between the two 

organizations, 

 Welcoming the adoption of the Kuala Lumpur Declaration on the Association 

of Southeast Asian Nations 2025: Forging Ahead Together and its three Community 

Blueprints, namely the Association of Southeast Asian Nations Political-Security 

Community Blueprint 2025, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations Economic 

Community Blueprint 2025 and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

Socio-Cultural Community Blueprint 2025, at the twenty-seventh Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations Summit, held in Kuala Lumpur in November 2015, 

 Welcoming also the adoption of the Vientiane Declaration on the Adoption of 

the Initiative for Association of Southeast Asian Nations Integration Work Plan III 

and the Vientiane Declaration on the Adoption of the Master Plan on Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations Connectivity 2025 at the twenty-eighth Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations Summit, held in Vientiane in September 2016,  

 Recognizing the efforts of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations to 

strengthen its institutions, and in this regard welcoming the establishment of the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations Community on 31 December 2015, 

 Looking forward to the fiftieth anniversary of the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations in 2017, which coincides with the chairmanship of the Philippines 

under the theme “Partnering for change, engaging the world”,  

 1. Welcomes the progress in the implementation of the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations Community Vision 2025, which will ensure lasting peace 

and stability, sustained economic growth, shared prosperity and social progress in 

the region; 

 2. Also welcomes the progress in the implementation of the Bali Declaration 

on the Association of Southeast Asian Nations Community in a Global Community 

of Nations (Bali Concord III) Plan of Action (2013–2017), which will enhance the 

role of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations in addressing global challenges 

and seizing the opportunities of the twenty-first century; 

 3. Reaffirms the commitment of the United Nations and the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations to develop the partnership between the two organizations, 

as described in the Memorandum of Understanding signed on 27  September 2007; 

 4. Recognizes the efforts of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and 

the United Nations to further intensify and strengthen the level of and framework 

for cooperation between the two organizations through the implementation of the 

Joint Declaration on Comprehensive Partnership between the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations and the United Nations, issued at the Fourth Summit of the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the United Nations on 19  November 

2011 in Bali, and welcomes the adoption of the Plan of Action to Implement the 

Joint Declaration on Comprehensive Partnership between the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations and the United Nations (2016–2020); 

 5. Encourages the United Nations, including the Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific and other relevant United Nations agencies, to 

continue to work closely with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations in 

implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
5
 and the Association of 

_______________ 

5
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Southeast Asian Nations Community Vision 2025, to promote complementarities 

between the two to ensure that regional integration efforts in the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations reinforce the attainment of the Sustainable Development 

Goals and vice versa, through developing a regional road map, as well as other 

concrete activities and projects under the Plan of Action to Implement the Joint 

Declaration on Comprehensive Partnership; 

 6. Commends the President of the General Assembly, the Secretary-General 

of the United Nations, the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the States members of the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the Secretary-General of the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations for their efforts to hold annual meetings 

during the regular sessions of the General Assembly, with a view to further 

enhancing the Association of Southeast Asian Nations-United Nations partnership, 

including by reviewing, overseeing and directing the implementation of the present 

resolution; 

 7. Encourages the United Nations and the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations to continue regular senior officials’ meetings, ministerial meetings and 

summits, and in this regard welcomes the convening of the Eighth Summit of the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the United Nations on 7  September 

2016 in Vientiane; 

 8. Encourages the United Nations to provide strengthened support, 

including through exchanges of relevant experiences, information, best prac tices 

and lessons learned and capacity-building, based on mutual respect, for the relevant 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations mechanisms and Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations-led arrangements; 

 9. Reaffirms the importance of enhancing regional security and cooperation 

and the peaceful settlement of disputes to promote peace, stability and prosperity, in 

accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, 

the Charter of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, the Treaty of Amity and 

Cooperation in Southeast Asia and international law;  

 10. Supports the convening of workshops and seminars between the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the United Nations to promote dialo gue 

on regional and global security issues, including conflict prevention, preventive 

diplomacy and preventing violent extremism as and when conducive to terrorism, 

based on mutual trust, shared interests and mutual respect;  

 11. Encourages cooperation between the United Nations and the Association 

of Southeast Asian Nations to exchange expertise, best practices, lessons learned 

and experiences in countering terrorism and radicalization to terrorism and 

preventing violent extremism as and when conducive to terrorism, and reaffirms the 

positive initiative of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations on the Global 

Movement of Moderates in shaping global development and advancing global 

peace, particularly in efforts to fight against violent extremism and radi calization to 

terrorism; 

 12. Also encourages cooperation between the United Nations and the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations in the field of human rights, particularly 

through the Association of Southeast Asian Nations Intergovernmental Commission 

on Human Rights and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations Commission on 

the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Women and Children, based on the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations Human Rights Declaration, the Phnom Penh 

Statement on the Adoption of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations Human 
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Rights Declaration, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
6

 and other 

international human rights instruments to which all the States members of the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations are parties; 

 13. Acknowledges the contribution of maritime cooperation, including 

maritime security cooperation, to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

community-building, such as in the form of exchange of relevant experiences, 

information, best practices and lessons learned, to further promote the rule of law 

and implementation of relevant international law, including the United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea,
7

 and other international instruments, and 

underscores the need to further strengthen such cooperation in order to address 

related issues and challenges; 

 14. Reiterates the importance of regional integration and enhancement of 

connectivity in the South-East Asian region and their potential contribution to 

regional and global peace, prosperity and sustainable development, and in this 

regard encourages cooperation between the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

and the United Nations to narrow the development gap within and between the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations member States;  

 15. Notes with satisfaction the progress in the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations in the implementation of the political declaration of the high -level meeting 

of the General Assembly on the prevention and control of non-communicable 

diseases;
8
 

 16.  Encourages cooperation and collaborative efforts between the United 

Nations and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations on addressing 

environmental sustainability and climate change, including through the development 

of a joint action plan; 

 17. Encourages closer cooperation on disaster management between the 

United Nations and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations in order to ensure an 

effective response to and management of natural disasters, through the 

implementation of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations-United Nations Joint 

Strategic Plan of Action on Disaster Management 2016–2020, and to enhance the 

capacity of and technical support to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster Management; 

 18. Encourages the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the United 

Nations to explore measures to further the effective and timely implementation of 

joint activities under the Plan of Action to Implement the Joint Declaration on 

Comprehensive Partnership; 

 19. Encourages the conduct of the secretariat-to-secretariat annual review on 

the implementation of the comprehensive partnership to identify challenges and 

discuss practical modalities for the two secretariats to effectively contribute to 

enhancing Association of Southeast Asian Nations and United Nations cooperation;  

 20. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its 

seventy-third session a report on the implementation of the present resolution;  

_______________ 

6
 Resolution 217 A (III). 

7
 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1833, No. 31363. 

8
 Resolution 66/2, annex. 
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 21. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-third session, 

under the item entitled “Cooperation between the United Nations and regional and 

other organizations”, the sub-item entitled “Cooperation between the United Nations 

and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations”. 

 

68th plenary meeting 

23 December 2016 

 


