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PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF ALL HUMAN RIGHTS, CIVIL,
POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS,
INCLUDING THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT

Andorra*, Australia*, Austria*, Belgium*, Bolivia, Bosnia and Her zegovina,
Botswana*, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Canada, Chile*, Coted’lvoire*,
Croatia*, Cuba, Cyprus*, Czech Republic*, Ecuador*, Finland*, Ger many,
Ghana, Greece*, Guatemala, Haiti*, Hungary*, Ireland*, I srael*, Italy,
Japan, Kenya*, Latvia*, Liechtenstein*, Luxembourg*, Maldives*, Mali,
Mauritania*, Mauritius, Mexico, M onaco*, Netherlands, New Zealand*,
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway*, Peru, Poland*, Portugal*, Qatar, Romania,
Slovakia*, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain*, Sweden*, The former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia*, Turkey*, Ukraine, United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Zambia: draft resolution

7/... Human rights of personswith disabilities

The Human Rights Council,

Recalling the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, the most recent of which
are resolution 62/170 of 18 December 2007 on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities and the Optiona Protocol thereto, and resolution 62/127 of 18 December 2007 on

the implementation of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons,

* Non-member State of the Human Rights Council.
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Recalling also the relevant resolutions of the Commission on Human Rights, the most
recent of which is resolution 2005/65 of 25 April 2005, as well as those of the Commission for

Socia Development of the Economic and Social Council,

Reaffirming the universality, indivisibility, interdependence and interrel atedness of al
human rights and fundamental freedoms and the need for persons with disabilities to be

guaranteed their full enjoyment without discrimination,

Recognizing that disability is an evolving concept and that disability results from the
interaction between persons with impairments and attitudinal and environmental barriers that
hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others,

Recognizing also the importance of accessibility to the physical, social, economic and
cultural environment, to health, education, information and communication, in enabling persons

with disabilities to enjoy al human rights and fundamental freedomsfully,

Recognizing further the importance of international cooperation for improving the living
conditions of persons with disabilitiesin every country, particularly in developing countries,

Recognizing that women and girls with disabilities are often subject to multiple
discrimination, and emphasizing the need to incorporate a gender perspective in al efforts to
promote the full enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms by persons with
disabilities,

1.  Reaffirmsthe need to promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all
human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to promote respect

for their inherent dignity, and in thisregard, calls upon Governments to take active measures:
(8 Toprevent and prohibit al forms of discrimination against persons with disabilities;

(b) Toensure, for persons with disabilities, full and effective participation and inclusion,
respect for their individual autonomy, including the freedom to make one’ s own choices;

independence; and equality of opportunity;
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2. Welcomes the adoption by the General Assembly on 13 December 2006 of the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, and expresses

the hope that they will enter into force at an early date;

3. Also welcomes the fact that, since the opening for signature of the Convention and
Optional Protocol on 30 March 2007, 125 States have signed and 17 have ratified the
Convention, and that 71 States have signed and 11 have ratified the Optional Protocol, and calls
upon those States and regional integration organizations that have not yet done so to consider

signing and ratifying the Convention and the Optional Protocol as a matter of priority;

4.  Further welcomes the attention that several special rapporteurs have paid to the
rights of persons with disabilities in carrying out their mandates, and requests special procedures,
in carrying out their mandates, to take into account the full and equal enjoyment of al human

rights by persons with disabilities;

5. Encourages the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee, and other mechanisms
of the Council, to integrate the perspective of persons with disabilities, as appropriate, in
carrying out their work and in their recommendations so as to facilitate the inclusion of persons
with disabilities in the work of the Council;

6. Urgesall stakeholdersto give consideration to the rights of persons with disabilities
at al stages of the universal periodic review, including during the consultations carried out by
States at the national level for the preparation of information to be submitted for the review, so
asto include national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations representing

persons with disabilities in such consultations;

7. Welcomes the attention paid to the rights of persons with disabilitiesin the work of
several human rights treaty monitoring bodies and encourages all such bodies to further integrate
the perspective of persons with disabilitiesin their work, including in their monitoring activities

and through the issuing of general comments;

8.  Urges Governmentsto address fully, in consultation with, inter alia, national human

rights institutions and organizations of persons with disabilities, the rights of persons with
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disabilities when fulfilling their reporting obligations under the relevant United Nations human

rights instruments, and welcomes the efforts of those Governments that have begun to do so;

9.  Welcomesthe report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on progressin the
implementation of the recommendations contained in the study on the human rights of persons
with disabilities* and invites the High Commissioner to continue to provide adequate support for
the integration of the perspective of persons with disabilitiesin the work of the Council and to
continue the activities of her Office that contribute to raising awareness and understanding of the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, including in cooperation with the
Department for Economic and Socia Affairs of the Secretariat;

10. Encourages States to raise awareness regarding the rights of persons with
disabilities, including through public awareness campaigns and training programmes, to combat
stereotypes, prejudices, harmful practices and attitudinal barriers relating to persons with
disabilities and to promote positive perceptions and greater social awareness of persons with
disabilities;

11. Also encourages the High Commissioner for Human Rights to take fully into account
the progressive implementation of standards and guidelines for the accessibility of facilities and
services of the United Nations system, also taking into account relevant provisions of the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and underlines the need for the Council,

including its Internet resources, to be fully accessible to persons with disabilities;

12. Further encourages States to take appropriate measures to identify and eliminate
obstacles and barriers to accessibility for persons with disabilities, in particular to ensure that
persons with disabilities have access, on an equal basis with others, to the physical environment,
trangportation, information and communications, and to other facilities open or provided to the

public, both in urban and rura aress;

13.  Welcomes the important role played by national human rights institutions and civil
society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities, in the negotiation of

1 A/HRC/7/61.
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the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and encourages relevant institutions
and organizations to continue their efforts to promote understanding of the Convention and,

where appropriate, its implementation;

14. Encourages the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner to continue to
strengthen its partnerships with and its outreach activities towards civil society organizations,
with a particular emphasis on organi zations representing persons with disabilities, so asto raise

awareness among them about the work of the human rights system;

15. Decidesto hold an annual interactive debate in one of its regular sessions on the
rights of persons with disabilities and that the first such debate should be held at its tenth session,
focusing on key legal measures for ratification and effective implementation of the Convention,

including with regard to equality and non-discrimination;

16. Reguests the Office of the High Commissioner to prepare athematic study to
enhance awareness and understanding of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, focusing on legal measures key for the ratification and effective implementation of
the Convention, such as those relating to equality and non-discrimination, in consultation with
States, civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities, and
national human rights institutions, and requests that the study be available on the website of the
Office of the High Commissioner, in an accessible format, prior to the tenth session of the

Council;

17. Notesthat the General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to submit to the
Assembly at its next session areport on the status of the Convention and the Optional Protocol
and on the implementation of resolution 62/170, and that it also requested the Secretary-General
to submit that report to the Council as a contribution to its discussion of the rights of persons
with disabilities;

18. Invitesthe Specia Rapporteur on disability of the Commission for Social
Development to continue cooperating with the Council and to address it on activities undertaken

pursuant to his’her mandate, in accordance with its programme of work.



