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I. Introduction
1.
The Second Committee held a substantive debate on agenda item 20 (see
A/73/538, para. 2). Action on sub-item (a) was taken at the 23rd, 24th and 25th
meetings, on 8, 21 and 28 November 2018. An account of the Committee’s
consideration of the sub-item is contained in the relevant summary records. 1

II. Consideration of proposals
A.

Draft resolutions A/C.2/73/L.24 and A/C.2/73/L.24/Rev.1
2.
At the 23rd meeting, on 8 November, the representative of Tajikistan, on behalf
of Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia,
Azerbaijan, the Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo
Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, the Central African Republic, Chad, Chile,
China, Colombia, the Comoros, the Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d ’Ivoire, Cuba, the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Djibouti, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Eswatini, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, the

__________________

* The report of the Committee on this item is being issued in 12 parts, under the symbols
A/73/538, A/73/538/Add.1, A/73/538/Add.2, A/73/538/Add.3, A/73/538/Add.4, A/73/538/Add.5,
A/73/538/Add.6, A/73/538/Add.7, A/73/538/Add.8, A/73/538/Add.9, A/73/538/Add.10 and
A/73/538/Add.11.
1
A/C.2/73/SR.23, A/C.2/73/SR.24 and A/C.2/73/SR.25.

18-21618 (E)

131218

*1821618*

A/73/538/Add.1

Gambia, Georgia, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras,
India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan,
Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar,
Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, the Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius,
Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States of), Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro,
Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nepal, Nicaragua, the Niger,
Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Palau, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay,
Peru, the Philippines, Qatar, the Republic of Korea, the Republic of Moldova,
Romania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia,
Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, South Africa, South Sudan,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, Uganda, the United Arab Emirates, the United
Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela ( Bolivarian
Republic of), Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe, introduced a draft resolution
entitled “Midterm comprehensive review of the implementation of the International
Decade for Action, ‘Water for Sustainable Development’, 2018–2028”
(A/C.2/73/L.24).
3.
At its 25th meeting, on 28 November, the Committee had before it a revised
draft resolution entitled “Midterm comprehensive review of the implementation of
the International Decade for Action, ‘Water for Sustainable Development’, 2018–
2028” (A/C.2/73/L.24/Rev.1), submitted by Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola,
Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Azerbaijan, the Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of),
Botswana, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon,
Canada, the Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, the Comoros,
the Congo, Costa Rica, Cộte d’Ivoire, Cuba, the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Dominica, the Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Eswatini,
Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, the Gambia, Georgia, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica,
Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, the Lao People ’s
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, the Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Micronesia (Federated States of), Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco,
Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nepal, Nicaragua, the Niger, Nigeria,
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Palau, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, the
Philippines, Qatar, the Republic of Korea, the Republic of Moldova, Romania,
Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra
Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Suriname, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, Uganda, the United Arab Emirates, the United
Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela (Bolivarian
Republic of), Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
4.
At the same meeting, the Committee was informed that the revised draft
resolution had no programme budget implications.
5.
Also at the same meeting, the Secretary of the Committee announced that
Andorra, Australia, Austria, Barbados, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
2/14
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Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, the Russian Federation, San
Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland had joined in sponsoring the revised draft
resolution. Subsequently, Brunei Darussalam, Guinea-Bissau, Rwanda and the United
States of America also joined in sponsoring the revised draft resolution.
6.
Also at the 25th meeting, the representative of Tajikistan made a statement and
orally corrected operative paragraphs 5 and 7 of the revised draft resolution. 2
7.
At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.2/73/L.24/Rev.1, as orally corrected (see para. 14, draft resolution I).
8.
Also at the same meeting, a statement was made by the representative of Austria,
on behalf of the States members of the European Union.

B.

Draft resolution A/C.2/73/L.34/Rev.1
9.
At the 24th meeting, on 21 November, the representative of Egypt, on behalf of
the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the Group of 77 and
China, introduced a draft resolution entitled “Implementation of Agenda 21, the
Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the
World Summit on Sustainable Development and of the United Nations Conferen ce on
Sustainable Development” (A/C.2/73/L.34/Rev.1).
10. At the same meeting, the Committee was informed that the draft resolution had
no programme budget implications.
11. Also at the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.2/73/L.34/Rev.1 by a recorded vote of 125 to 47, with 3 abstentions (see para. 14,
draft resolution II). The voting was as follows:
In favour:
Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Bhutan,
Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina
Faso, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chile,
China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador,
Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea -Bissau,
Guyana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica,
Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
Lebanon, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Marshall
Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States of),
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Palau, Panama, Papua New Guinea,
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Sao Tome and
Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon
Islands, South Africa, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab
Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Republic
of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic
of), Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

__________________
2
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Against:
Albania, Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia,
Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Liechtenstein,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, Netherlands, Poland,
Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, San Marino,
Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America.
Abstaining:
New Zealand, Norway, Turkey.
12. Also at the 24th meeting, before the vote, statements in explanation of vote were
made by the representatives of Austria (on behalf of the States members of the
European Union) and the United States of America.
13. At the same meeting, after the vote, a statement in explanation of was made by
the representative of New Zealand, also on behalf of Norway.
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III. Recommendations of the Second Committee
14. The Second Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of
the following draft resolutions:

Draft resolution I
Midterm comprehensive review of the implementation of the
International Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable
Development”, 2018–2028
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 71/222 of 21 December 2016, by which it proclaimed
the period from 2018 to 2028 the International Decade for Action, “Water for
Sustainable Development”,
Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolutions 1980/67 of 25 July
1980 on international years and anniversaries and 1989/84 of 24 May 1989 on
guidelines for international decades in economic and social fields and General
Assembly resolutions 53/199 of 15 December 1998 and 61/185 of 20 December 2006
on the proclamation of international years,
Reaffirming the sustainable development goals and targets related to water
resources, including those contained in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, 1 and determined to achieve the goal of ensuring the availability and
sustainable management of water and sanitation for all and other related goals and
targets,
Emphasizing that water is critical for sustainable development and the
eradication of poverty and hunger, that water, energy, food security and nutrition are
linked and that water is indispensable for human development, health and well -being
and a vital element of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and other
relevant goals in the social, environmental and economic fields,
Noting that the world is not on track to achieve water-related Sustainable
Development Goals and targets at the global level by 2030 at the current rate of
progress,
Reaffirming its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming
our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, in which it adopted a
comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and transformative
Sustainable Development Goals and targets, its commitment to working tire lessly for
the full implementation of the Agenda by 2030, its recognition that eradicating
poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest
global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development, it s
commitment to achieving sustainable development in its three dimensions —
economic, social and environmental — in a balanced and integrated manner, and to
building upon the achievements of the Millennium Development Goals and seeking
to address their unfinished business,
Reaffirming also its resolution 69/313 of 27 July 2015 on the Addis Ababa
Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development,
which is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, supports
and complements it, helps to contextualize its means of implementation targets with
concrete policies and actions, and reaffirms the strong political commitment to
__________________
1
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address the challenge of financing and creating an enabling environment at all levels
for sustainable development in the spirit of global partnership and solidarity,
Reaffirming further that the high-level political forum on sustainable
development, convened under the auspices of the General Assembly and the
Economic and Social Council, has a central role in overseeing the follow -up and
review of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda at the global level,
Recognizing synergies between the 2030 Agenda, the Addis Ababa Action
Agenda, 2 the Paris Agreement adopted under the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change 3 and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction 2015–2030, 4
Emphasizing that the achievement of the water-related goals and targets would
contribute to the successful implementation of the New Urban Agenda, 5 the Paris
Agreement, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, the SIDS Accelerated
Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway, 6 the Convention on Biological Diversity 7
and the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries
Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa, 8
Recognizing that the implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction contributes to the achievement of the objectives of the International
Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018–2028, and
acknowledging that disasters, many of which are exacerbated by climate ch ange and
are increasing in frequency and intensity, significantly impede progress towards
sustainable development,
Taking note of the report of the High-level Panel on Water established by the
Secretary-General and the President of the World Bank, entitled “Making Every Drop
Count”, the Sustainable Development Goal 6 Synthesis Report on Water and
Sanitation, issued in 2018, and the United Nations World Water Development Report
2018,
Noting with concern that climate change is one of the factors that can exacerbate
the global water stress and the need for climate adaptation strategies to address water
issues,
Recognizing that water-related issues, including the relevant Sustainable
Development Goals and targets, need to be better reflected in the agendas o f the
General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council,
Taking note of the Final Declaration, the Co-Chairs summary and the Call for
Action and Partnerships of the High-level International Conference on the
International Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018–2028,
co-organized by the Government of Tajikistan and the United Nations, held in
Dushanbe from 20 to 22 June 2018,
Noting the outcomes and the Ministerial Declaration of the eighth World Water
Forum, held in Brasilia from 18 to 23 March 2018, and the outcomes of the United
Nations special thematic sessions on water and disasters,

__________________
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1.
Welcomes the Secretary-General’s Plan: Water Action Decade 2018–2028,
launched during the high-level event of the seventy-second session of the General
Assembly, held at the initiative of the President of the General Assembly on 22 March
2018, World Water Day;
2.
Also welcomes the activities related to water undertaken by Member
States, the Secretariat and the organizations of the United Nati ons system, inter alia,
through inter-agency work, as well as contributions from major groups, for the
observance and implementation of the Decade;
3.
Reaffirms its decision, in accordance with its resolution 71/222 on the
International Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018–2028,
to review the implementation of the Decade at its seventy-seventh session;
4.
Decides to convene, in New York, from 22 to 24 March 2023, coinciding
with World Water Day, the United Nations Conference on the Midterm
Comprehensive Review of the Implementation of the Objectives of the International
Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018–2028, which are a
greater focus on the sustainable development and integrated management of water
resources for the achievement of social, economic and environmental objectives, the
implementation and promotion of related programmes and projects, as well as on the
furtherance of cooperation and partnerships at all levels, in order to help to achieve
the internationally agreed water-related goals and targets, including those contained
in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which will result in a summary of
the proceedings of the conference, to be prepared by the President of the General
Assembly as its outcome document, that will feed into the high -level political forum
on sustainable development;
5.
Requests the President of the General Assembly, through voluntary
contributions, to convene in New York, in 2021, a one-day high-level meeting to
promote the implementation of the water-related goals and targets of the 2030
Agenda, in support of the implementation of the Decade and the high -level political
forum on sustainable development;
6.
Requests the Secretary-General, with the support of UN-Water, the
specialized agencies, the regional commissions and other entities of the United
Nations system, to prepare a report for the seventy-seventh session of the General
Assembly, to assess progress in the implementation of the first half of the Decade,
including the Secretary-General’s Plan: Water Action Decade 2018–2028, and, taking
into account best practices and lessons learned, to identify obstacles and constraints
encountered, actions and initiatives needed to overcome them during the second half
of the Decade and activities planned by Member States, the Secretary-General and
other relevant organizations of the United Nations system, as appropriate, which will
serve as an input to the high-level political forum on sustainable development;
7.
Decides that the Conference on the Midterm Comprehensive Review of
the Implementation of the Objectives of the International Decade for Action shall be
preceded by regional and global preparatory meetings, as appro priate, and informed
by existing water-related meetings at the regional and global level, and that all costs
relating to the Conference and its preparation shall be financed through voluntary
contributions, and in this connection requests the Secretary-General to coordinate the
preparatory process and to invite all relevant organizations of the United Nations
system, including the regional commissions and other relevant organizations, within
their respective mandates, to provide support to the review proces s;
8.
Encourages Member States, relevant United Nations bodies, the
specialized agencies, the regional commissions and other organizations of the United
Nations system, as well as other relevant partners, including the private sector, to
18-21618
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continue to contribute to the review and implementation of the Decade, including
through capacity-building, in order to support the implementation of the 2030
Agenda;
9.
Reiterates the critical importance of effective review of the
implementation of the Decade at the national, regional and international levels, as
appropriate, and in this regard invites Governments, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations, financial institutions, private sector and other
relevant stakeholders and donors to support the preparations for the Conference on
the Midterm Comprehensive Review of the Implementation of the Objectives of the
International Decade for Action through voluntary contributions to a trust fund, 9
including for the purpose of assisting developing countries in participating fully and
effectively in the review and implementation of the Decade;
10. Stresses the importance of the participation and full involvement of all
relevant stakeholders, including women, children, young people, older persons,
persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and local communities, in the
implementation of the Decade at all levels;
11. Decides to finalize the arrangements for the comprehensive review during
its seventy-fifth session, taking into account the process of follo w-up and review of
the 2030 Agenda at the global level after the first cycle of the high -level political
forum on sustainable development;
12. Invites the Secretary-General, with the support of UN-Water, to continue
taking appropriate steps, within existing resources, to support and organize the
activities of the Decade at the global, regional and country levels, taking into account
the work of the high-level political forum on sustainable development and other
relevant United Nations structures, and to support those Member States which lack
capacity, at their request, in the implementation of the Decade and the 2030 Agenda.

__________________
9
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Draft resolution II
Implementation of Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further
Implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the World
Summit on Sustainable Development and of the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 55/199 of 20 December 2000, 56/226 of 24 December
2001, 57/253 and 57/270 A of 20 December 2002, 57/270 B of 23 June 2003, 64/236
of 24 December 2009, 65/152 of 20 December 2010, 66/197 of 22 December 2011,
66/288 of 27 July 2012, 67/203 of 21 December 2012, 68/210 of 20 December 2013,
68/309 of 10 September 2014, 68/310 of 15 September 2014, 69/108 of 8 December
2014, 69/214 of 19 December 2014, 70/201 of 22 December 2015, 71/223 of
21 December 2016, 72/216 of 20 December 2017 and all other relevant resolutions
on the implementation of Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation
of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development
and of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development,
Recalling also the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, 1 Agenda
21, the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21, 3 the Johannesburg
Declaration on Sustainable Development 4 and the Plan of Implementation of the
World Summit on Sustainable Development (Johannesburg Plan of Implementation) 5
and the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development, entitled “The future we want”, 6 as well as the Monterrey Consensus of
the International Conference on Financing for Development, 7 the Doha Declaration
on Financing for Development: outcome document of the Follow-up International
Conference on Financing for Development to Review the Implementation of the
Monterrey Consensus, 8 the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development, 9 the key actions for the further implementation of the
Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and
Development, 10 the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action 11 and the outcome
document of the special event to follow up efforts made towards achieving the
Millennium Development Goals, 12
2

Reaffirming its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming
our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, in which it adopted a
__________________
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comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and transformative
Sustainable Development Goals and targets, its commitment to working tirelessly for
the full implementation of the Agenda by 2030, its recognition that eradicating
poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest
global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development, its
commitment to achieving sustainable development in its three dimensions —
economic, social and environmental — in a balanced and integrated manner, and to
building upon the achievements of the Millennium Development Goals and seeking
to address their unfinished business,
Reaffirming also its resolution 69/313 of 27 July 2015 on the Addis Ababa
Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development,
which is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable D evelopment, supports
and complements it, helps to contextualize its means of implementation targets with
concrete policies and actions, and reaffirms the strong political commitment to
address the challenge of financing and creating an enabling environment at all levels
for sustainable development in the spirit of global partnership and solidarity,
Recalling the Istanbul Declaration 13 and the Programme of Action for the Least
Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020, 14 adopted by the Fourth United
Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, held in Istanbul, Turkey, from
9 to 13 May 2011, and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution 65/280 of
17 June 2011, in which the Assembly called upon all the relevant stakeholders to
commit to implementing the Programme of Action,
Recalling also the Political Declaration adopted by the Comprehensive High level Midterm Review of the Implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action
for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020, 15 held in Antalya,
Turkey, from 27 to 29 May 2016, and endorsed by the General Assembly in its
resolution 70/294 of 25 July 2016, in which the Assembly called upon all the relevant
stakeholders to commit to implementing the Declaration,
Recalling further the Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing
Countries for the Decade 2014–2024 16 and the Vienna Declaration, 17
Recalling the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway, 18
Reaffirming the importance of supporting the implementation of Agenda 2063
of the African Union and the programme of the New Partnership for Africa ’s
Development, 19
Reaffirming also the Sendai Declaration and the Sendai Framework for Disaster
Risk Reduction 2015–2030, 20 adopted at the Third United Nations World Conference
on Disaster Risk Reduction,
Reaffirming further the New Urban Agenda, adopted at the United Nations
Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III), held in
Quito from 17 to 20 October 2016, 21
__________________
13
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Reaffirming the Paris Agreement adopted under the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, 22 and encouraging all its parties to fully implement
the Agreement and parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change 23 that have not yet done so to deposit their instruments of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession, where appropriate, as soon as possible,
Emphasizing the importance of oceans for sustainable development, a s
embodied in Agenda 21, the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation and various
decisions taken by the former Commission on Sustainable Development, reaffirming
in this regard the outcome of the United Nations Conference to Support the
Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use
the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development, 24 taking note of
its seven partnership dialogues, and calling upon all stakeholders to urgently
undertake, inter alia, the actions highlighted in the call for action adopted at the
Conference and implement the respective voluntary commitments pledged by
individual Member States and other stakeholders during the Conference,
Recognizing that eradicating poverty is the greatest global challenge facing the
world today and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development, in
particular for developing countries, and that although each country has the primary
responsibility for its own sustainable development and poverty eradication an d that
the role of national policies and development strategies cannot be overemphasized,
concerted and concrete measures are required at all levels to enable developing
countries to achieve their sustainable development goals related to the internationall y
agreed poverty-related targets and goals, including those contained in Agenda 21, the
relevant outcomes of United Nations conferences, the United Nations Millennium
Declaration 25 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
Noting with concern, at the threshold of the Third United Nations Decade for
the Eradication of Poverty, that in 2013, 783 million people lived on less than $1.90
a day, compared with 1.867 billion people in 1990; in 2016, in addition to being
affected by income poverty, 815 million people suffered from hunger; and in 2017,
1.46 billion people in 104 countries were classified as poor, 689 million of whom
were children under 18 years of age, according to the global Multidimensional
Poverty Index,
Recognizing that, since the holding of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, the international community has shown uneven
progress in the achievement of the internationally agreed goals and commitments
necessary to achieve sustainable development, including eradicatin g poverty in all its
forms and dimensions,
Reaffirming the need to further mainstream sustainable development at all
levels, integrating economic, social and environmental aspects and recognizing their
interlinkages, so as to achieve sustainable development in all its dimensions, and
reiterating that sustainable development is a key element of the overarching
framework for United Nations activities,
Recognizing that eradicating poverty, changing unsustainable and promoting
sustainable patterns of consumption and production and protecting and managing the
natural resource base of economic and social development are the overarching and
essential objectives for sustainable development,
__________________
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Stressing the importance of inclusiveness within the United Nations
development system and that no country and no one is left behind in the
implementation of the present resolution,
1.
Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of
Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 2 1 and the
outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development and of the United
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development; 26
2.
Also takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the
mainstreaming of the three dimensions of sustainable development throughout the
United Nations system; 27
3.
Reaffirms the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012,
entitled “The future we want”, 6 and urges its full implementation;
4.
Affirms the contributions, ongoing efforts and commitments towards the
full implementation of Agenda 21, 2 the Programme for the Further Implementation of
Agenda 21, 3 the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, 5 including the time-bound
goals and targets, and the other internationally agreed development goals, as well as
the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development, and stresses the importance of their continued implementation in the
pursuit of sustainable development;
5.
Reaffirms, as set out in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 28
all the principles of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, 1 including
the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, as set out in principle 7
thereof;
6.
Acknowledges the importance of the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development and the resulting processes for the elaboration of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development and for the realization of sustainable
development;
7.
Recognizes that the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development constituted a milestone that ushered in important international
instruments and commitments that continue to guide progress in closing development
gaps between developed and developing countries, including the Non-legally Binding
Authoritative Statement of Principles for a Global Consensus on the Management,
Conservation and Sustainable Development of All Types of Forests (Forest
Principles), 29 the Convention on Biological Diversity, 30 the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change 20 and the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa; 31
8.
Also recognizes that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development builds
upon elements from the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development, inter alia, the establishment of the high -level political
forum on sustainable development, the format and organizational arrangements of
which were later established by its resolution 67/290 of 9 July 2013, a strengthened
__________________
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Economic and Social Council, as later defined in its resolution 68/1 of 20 September
2013, the process that led to the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals, as
later defined in its resolutions 68/309 and 70/1, the strengthening of the sciencepolicy interface, including in the form of the Global Sustainable Development Report,
and the process that led to the adoption of the Technology Facilitation Mechanism;
9.
Stresses the need, in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, to benefit from and build on experiences, best practices,
challenges and the lessons learned from the unfinished business of the previous
agreements on sustainable development, including the Millennium Development
Goals, and in the implementation of the outcomes of the major summits on sustainable
development, as well as to contribute to identifying and addressing new and emerging
challenges;
10. Urges States to continue to take concrete measures that contribute to the
full and effective implementation of internationally agreed development goals and
commitments in the economic, social and environmental fields since 1992, in order
to support the full and effective implementation of t he 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development;
11. Invites the high-level political forum on sustainable development to
address and build on lessons learned from the unfinished business of the previous
agreements on sustainable development, including the Millennium Development
Goals;
12. Calls upon Member States to continue to support the effective
implementation of their commitments under the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, the Convention on Biological Diversity and the
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries
Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa, in
accordance with their respective principles and provisions, and to take effective and
concrete actions and measures at all levels and to enhance international cooperation;
13. Stresses the importance of overcoming silos and seeking innovative and
coordinated approaches in integrating the three dimensions of sustainable
development — economic, social and environmental — at the global, regional and
national levels, and requests the United Nations to further mainstream and integrate
the three dimensions throughout the United Nations system;
14. Takes note with appreciation of the actions and initiatives implemented by
United Nations system entities in order to mainstream the three dimensions of
sustainable development throughout their work, and encourages the system to
continue to exchange experiences and lessons learned in this regard and to step up its
efforts to ensure effective support to States in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda
and the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals;
15. Urges the United Nations development system to continue to enhance its
support for the implementation of the Programme of Actio n for the Least Developed
Countries for the Decade 2011–2020, 14 the 2016 Political Declaration of the
Comprehensive High-level Midterm Review of the Implementation of the Istanbul
Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020,15
the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway, 18 the Vienna
Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014–
2024, 16 Agenda 2063 of the African Union and the programme of the New Partnership
for Africa’s Development, 19 all of which are integral to the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, and calls upon the entities of the United Nations
development system to integrate and mainstream them fully into their operational
activities for development;
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16. Urges the speedy and effective implementation and the effective follow-up
and review of the sustainable development priorities for small island developing
States identified in the Samoa Pathway and set out in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, and reaffirms that small island developing States remain a special case
for sustainable development in view of their unique and particular vulnerabilities;
17. Notes that the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development,
adopted, among other commitments on sustainable consumption and production, the
10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production
Patterns as a tool for action on sustainable consumption and production, and in this
regard, recognizes the commitment by the United Nations Environment Assembly to
accelerate its implementation, including through relevant voluntary actions by
Member States;
18. Urges the United Nations development system to intensify support for
States in fully implementing the New Urban Agenda, adopted at the United Nations
Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III), held in
Quito from 17 to 20 October 2016; 21
19. Emphasizes that regional and subregional organizations have a role to play
in promoting sustainable development in their respective regions by, inter alia,
promoting peer learning and cooperation, including South-South and triangular
cooperation, as well as effective linkages among global, regional, subregional and
national processes, as appropriate, to advance sustainable development;
20. Calls upon the relevant organizations of the United Nations system, within
their respective mandates and resources, to ensure that no country and no one is left
behind in the implementation of the present resolution;
21. Reiterates the call of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development and in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development for the further
mainstreaming of the three dimensions throughout the United Nations system, and in
this regard invites the Secretary-General to continue to report to the General
Assembly, through the Economic and Social Council, on progress made, including
for the consideration of the high-level political forum on sustainable development;
22. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its
seventy-fourth session a report on the implementation of the present resolution,
including an assessment of progress in the implementation of relevant instruments
and commitments emanating from Agenda 21, the Programme for the Furth er
Implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development and of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development,
building on lessons learned, success stories, partnerships and their contribution to
promoting integration and coherence in advancing the implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development;
23. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-fourth session,
under the item entitled “Sustainable development”, the sub-item entitled
“Implementation of Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation of
Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development and
of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development ”.
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