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EIGHT HUNDRED AND NINETIETH MEETING

Held in New York, on Tuesday, 23 August 1960, at 10.30 a.m.

HUIT CENT QUATRE-VINGT-DIXIEME SEANCE

Tenue ci New York, le mardi 23 aoClt 1960, ci 10 h 30.

President: Mr. Armand BERARD (France).

Present: The representatives of thefollowingstates:
Argentina, Ceylon, China, Ecuador, France, Italy,
Poland, Tunisia, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire
land, United states of America.

Provis"1nal agenda (SI Agenda/890)

1. Adoption of the agenda.

2. Letter dated 2 August 1960 from the Prime Minis
ter of the Republic of Dahomey addressed to the
Secretary-General (S/4428).

3. Letter dated 7 August 1960 from the President of
the Council ofMinisters of theRepublic of the Niger
addressed to the Secretary-General (S/4429).

4. Letter dated 7 August 1960 from the President of
the Republic of the Upper Volta addressed to the
Secretary-General (S/4430).

5. Letter dated 7 August 1960 from the Chief of State
of the Republic of the Ivory Coast addressed to
the Secretary-General (S/4431).

6. Telegram dated 15 August- 1960 from the Presi
dent of the Republic of the Congo addressed to the
Secretary-General (S/4433).

7. Letter dated 12 August 1960 from the President
of the Government of the Republic of Chad ad
dressed to the secretary-General (S/4434).

8. Telegram dated 17 August 1960 from the Presi
dent of the Gabon Republic addressed to the
Seqretary-General (S/4436).

9. Telegram dated 22 August 1960 from the Presi
dent of the Government of the Central African
Republic addressed' to the Secretary-General
(8/4455).

Adoption of the agenda

The agenda was adopted.

i
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President: M. Armand BERARD (France).

Presents: Les representants des Etats suivants:
Argentine, Ceylan, Chine, Equateur, Etats-Unis
d'Amerique, France, Italie, Pologne, Royaume-Uni
de Grande-Bretagne et d'Irlande du Nord, Tunisie,
Union des Republiques socialistes sovietiques.

Ordre du jour provisoire (SIAgenda/890)...
1. Adoption de l'ordre du jour.

2. Lettre, en date du 2 ao1l.t 1960, adress~e au Secr~

taire ~n~ral par le Premier Ministre de la R~

publique du Dahomey (8/4428).

3. Lettre, en date du 7 aotlt 1960, adress~e au secr~

taire ~n~ral par le Pr~sident du Consen des
ministres de la R~publiquedu Niger (S/4429).

4. Lettre, en date du 7 aotlt 1960, adress~e au seer~

taire ~n~ral par le Pr~sident de la R~publique

de Haute-Volta (S/4430).

5. Lettre, en date du 7 aotlt 1960, adress~e au Secr~

taire general par le chef de I'Etat .de la Repu
blique de CSte-d'Ivoire (S/4431).

6. Telegramme, en date du 15 aoilt 1960, adresse
au Secr~taire ~n~ral par le Pr~sidentde la R~
publique du Congo (S/4433).

7. Lettre, en date du 12 aotlt 1960, adress~e au
secr~taire'~n~ral par le Pr~sident du Gouverne
ment de la R~publique du Tchad (S/4434).

8. T~l~gramme, en date du 17 aotlt 1960, adress~ au
Secr~taire ~n~ral par le Pr~sident de la R~

publique gabonaise (S/4436).

9. T6Mgramme, en date du 22 aotlt 1960, adress~ au
Secr~taire ~n~ral par le Pr~sident du Gouverne
ment de la R~publique centrafricaine (S/4455).

Adoption de I'ordre du jour

L'ordre du jour est adoptee
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Admission de nouveaux Membres which t
a l'Organisation des Nations Unies France

indepen
in cond'
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capable
and the
careful
favoura

1. Le PRESIDENT: La France et la Tunisie ont sou
mis conjointement huit projets de r~solution recom
mandant l'admission de huit Etats comme Membres
de 1'Organisation des Nations Unies. Ces projets de
r6s01ution font l'objet des documents suivants: 8/4438,
8/4439, 8/4440, 8/4441, 8/4442, 8/4443, 8/4444 et
8/4456.

2. Conform~ment i\ la pratique suivie par le Conseil
depuis plusieurs ann6es, je vous propose d1examiner
directement ces demandes d'admission, comme le
pr~voit l'article 59 du r~glement intl!rieur du Conseil
de s~curitl!. 8i aucune objection n'est ~levl!e :ll'en
contre de cette proposition, le Conseil se saisira de
ces demandes sans les renvoyer au Comite d'ad
mission des nouveaux Membres.

11 en es t ainsi decide.

3. Le PRE8IDENT: n ~tait naturel que les huit Etats
africains qui sollicitent aujourd'hui l'entrl!e ii l'Or
ganisation des Nations Unies aient demandl! a la
France de pr~senter leur candidature. n est non
moins naturel que la Tunisie, puissance africaine,
ait souhaitl! l!galement participer i\ ces prl!sentations.
Mes coll~gues comprendront, dans ces conditions,
que,contrairement a l'usage, je prenne en premier la
parole en qualit~ de representant de la FRANCE' pour
in'acquitter de la ta.che qui m'est dl!volue.

4. Le Conseil de securite vit aujourd'hui une seance
historique. C'est la premi~re et, vraisemblablement,
la derni~re fois qu'autant de pays appartenant i\ un
mame continent sollicitent au mame moment leur ad
mission dans notre Organisation. Ces huit Etats ne
couvrent pas moins de 4.434.000 kilom~tres carres,
soit le septi~me de la superficie de l'Afrique.

5. Consciente d'avoir rempli la to-che qui lui etait
6chue, la France se rejouit des conditions dans les-

Lettre, en date du 2 aout
genercl par le Premier
du Dahomey (S/4428);

Lettre, en date du 7 aout 1960, adressee au Secreta ire
general par le President du Conseil des ministres de
la Republique du Niger (S/4429);

Lettre, en date du 7 aout 1960, adressee au Secretaire
general par le President de la Republique de Haute-Volta
(S/4430);

Lettre, en date du 7 aout 1960, adressee au Secreta ire
general par le chef de l'Etat de la Republique de Cote
d'lvoire (S/4431);

Telegramme, en date du 15 aout 1960, adresse au Secretaire
general par le President de la Republiqll~ du Congo
(S/4433);

Lettre, en date du 12 aout 1960, adressee au Secretaire
general par le President du Gouvernement de la Republique
du Tchad (S/4434);

Telegramme, en date du 17 aout 1960, adresse au Secretaire
general par le President de la Republique gabonaise
(S/4436);

Telegramme, en date du 22 aout 1960; adresse au Secreta ire
general par le President du Gouvernement de la Republique
centrafricaine (S/4455)

1. The PRE8IDENT (translated from French): Eight
draft resolutions have been submitted jointly by
France and Tunisia recommending the admission of
eight countries to membership in the United Nations
and they are contained in documents 8/4438, 8/4439,
8/4440, 8/4441, 8/4442, 8/4443, 8/4444 and 8/4456.

Admission of new Members to the
United Nations

Letter dated 2 August 1960 from the Prime Minister of the
Republic of Dahomey addressed to the Secretary-General
(S/4428);

Letter dated 7 August 1960 from the President of the
Council of Ministers of the Republic of the Niger addressed
to the Secretary-General (S/4429);

Letter dated 7 August 1960 from the President of the
Republic of the Upper Volta addressed to the Secretary
General (S/4430);

Letter dated 7 August 1960 from the Chief of State of the
Republic of the Ivory Coast addressed to the Secretary
General (S/4431);

Telegram dated 15 August 1960 from the President of the
Republic of the Congo addressed to the Secretary-General
(S/4433);

Letter dated 12 August 1960 from the President of the
Government of the Republic of Chad addressed to the
Secre'ary-General (S/4434);

Telegram dated 17 August 1960 from the President of the
Gabon Rep!lblic addressed to the Secretary-General

(S/4436);
Telegram dated 22 August 1960 from the President of the

Central African Rep!lblic addressed to the Secretary
General (S/4455)

2. In accordance with the practice that has been
followed by the Council for many years I suggest that
we consider the applications for membership directly,
in conformity with rule 59 of th~ Council's rules of
procedure. If there is no objection to this suggestion,
the Council will take up the applications without
referring them to the Committee on the Admission of
New Members.

It was so deoided.

3. The PRE8IDENT (translated from French): It is
only natural that the eight African 8tates which are
today applying for membership in the United Nations
should have asked France to sponsor their candi
datures. It is no less natural that Tunisia, as an
African Power, should also wish to participate in
sponsoring them. In the circumstances the Council
will forgive me if, contrary to the usual practice, I
take the floor first as representative of FRANCE in
order to perform this task.

4. Today's meeting of the 8ecurity Council is a
historic one. Never before have so many countries
belonging to a single continent applied simultaneously
for membership in our Organization and the situation
is unlikely to be repeated. The eight 8tates cover an
area of no less than 4,434,000 square kilometres,
one-seventh of the total area of Africa.

5. My country is conscious of having fulfilled its
obligations and takes pride in the circumstances in

2
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7. Pour vous pr~senter comme il convient les huit
candidatures qui nouS sont propos~es, permettez
moi de \TOUS emmener maintenant dans un voyage II
travers l'Afrique, qui, en partant des rivages tropi
caux de la COte-d'Ivoire, nous ramenera ll. caux du
Gabon, apres nous avoir conduits, au Niger et au
Tchad, jusqu'aux limites du d~sert.

8. Je ta.cherai de rendre ce voyage aussi bref que
possible tout en cherchant II vous donner de ces pays
une image fidele. Sans doute cet expos~ nous retien
dra-t-il quelque temps, car nous aVOns bien des kilo
metres II parcourir; mais il ne serait pas digne de
notreConseil que ces huit Etats ne retirent pas de la
pr~sente s~ance la conviction que nous donnons 11
leurs candidatures toute 1'importance et toute la
solennit~ qu'elles m~ritent et que c 'est avec une
satisfaction profonde que nous recommandons II l'As
sembl~e g~n~rale leur admission.

9. En prenant aujourd'hui l'initiative de proposer au
Conseil l'admission II I'Organisation des Nations
Unies de la R~publique de COte-d'Ivoire, la d~l~ga

,tion franQaise ne fait que s'acquitter d'un heureux
devoir, que lui imposent les liens d'amiti~ s~culaire

unissant le peuple franQais au peuple ivoirien.

10. La COte-d'Ivoire a proclam~ son ind~pendance

le 7 aoo.t 1960, II 1'issue de n~gociations sereines
qui, ainsi que 1'a soulign~ le Premier Ministre,
M. Houphouet-Boigny, font honneur 11 la France et II
son pays.

11. La R~publique de COte-d'Ivoire est ll. la fois un
vieux pays aux traditions vivaces et une jeune nation
fiere de son extraordinaire vitalit6. Ses premiers
contacts avec 1'Europe remontent au XIVeme siecle.
crest vers 1339 que des marins de Dieppe visiterent
pour la premiere fols ses rivages et leur donnerent

8. I shall try to make the tour as brief as possible
and at the same time to present a faithful picture of
each of the countries. It will, of course, take some
time, for we have many kilometres to cover, but it
would be unworthy of the Council if this meeting
failed to convince the eight States that we attach due
importance to their applications and that, after con
sidering them with due deliberation, we recommend
them to the General Assembly with the deepest satis
faction.

9. In taking the initiative in proposing the admission
of the B,epublic of the Ivory Coast to the United
Nations, my delegation is performing a most agree
able duty, for the people of the Ivory Coast are united
to the French people by century-old ties offriendship~

10. The Ivory Coast proclaimed its independence on
7 August 1960 following friendly negotiations which,
as Prime Minister Houphouet-Boigny said, did honour
to France and to his country.

11. The Republic of the Ivory Coast is an ancient
country with enduring traditions and a young nation
proud of its extraordinary vitality. Its first contact
with Europe dates back to the fourteenth century. In
1339 seamen from Dieppe visited its shores for the
first time and called it the "Coast of the Good

r~·"-.:..::;.:::.~..:::::;:::::;::::::=:;:..-=- ". '" '2..~-:::::-":::-~~"",-,,,,--,,-::::::::-~,~_. . -=-"':::::,Z::=':::'-"':':~~."",,,"';",-_"""-k"-_..2.."";"":'~2..~"';;""""""'.~'

: which the eight States have attained inQ.~pendence. quelles ces Etats ont acc~d~ ll. l'ind~pendance. Elle
! France has spared no effort to ensure that their n'a n~gli~ aucun effort pour que cette ind~pendance

independence should be attained smoothly and develop se r~alise sans ll.-coup et pour qu'elle puisse se d~-

in conditions of order, prosperity and peace. In all velopper dans l'~quilibre, le bien-~tre et la paix. Elle
these States we made a special effort to train ~lites s'est attach~e en particulier ll. favoriser dans tous
capable of assuming responsibility for the leadership ces pays la formation d'~lites capables de prendre
and the destinies' of their countries and we were en main la direction et le destin de ces Etats, et de
careful to hand over the reins of power in the most leur passer les leviers de commande dans les cir-
favourable circumstances. constanf'es les plus favorables.

6. Today's event is not an isolated one. It is a part 6. L'~v~nement d'aujourd'hui n'est d'ailleurs pas
of a deliberately sought, methodical, progressive and isol~. n s'inscrit dans une ~volution voulue, m~tho
peaceful process of evolution. In conformity with the dique, progressive et pacifique. Fidele ll.l'id~al qu'au
ideals which we have done so muchto spread through- cours des siecles elle a tant contribu~ ll. r~pandre

out the world in the course of the centuries, France dans le monde, la France a r~pondu au souhait des 12
has responded to the wish of the twelve African states Etats africains qui, unis II elle par des liens vari~s,

tmited with it by a variety .of ties to accede to full ont voulu parvenir II la pleine souverainet~ dans la
sovereignty in harmony and friendship. Inevitably the concorde et dans l'amiti~. Une di8parit~ in~vitable

countries concerned are at different levels of eco- dans l'~volution l§conomique et sociale de ces Etats
nomic and social development but my country could ne pouvait pas ~tre pour mon pays une raison de ne
not regard that fact as a reaSOn for failing to respond pas r~pondre au d~sir d'ind~pendancequi s'exprimait
to their desire for independence. We realize, in ll. lui. Si, en particulier, l'~loignement de la mer a
particular, that because of their distance from the ~cart~ certaine r~gions des grands courants de civi
sea some areas have been excluded from the main-' lisation maritime et a pu provoquer quelque retard
streams of maritime civilization and that their eco- dans leur croissance ~conomique, la France, qui ne
nomic growth may have been somewhat retarded in 1'ignore pas et qui entend en tenir compte, se pro
consequence; France is aware of that situation and pose, dans un sentiment de justice et de fraternit~,

proposes, in a spirit of justice and brotherhood, to de maintenir ll. ces nouveaux Etats l'appui technique
continue tu provide these new states with the techni- qui leur sera n~cessaire.Mais 1'ind~pendance acquise
cal aupport of which they will stand in need. As doit leur vl'l.loir ~galement le b~nMice des diverses
independent countries they will also have a claim to formes d'assistance que l'Organisation des Nations
various forms of assistance which the United Nations Unies ne saurait leur mesurer.
will surely provide in generous measure.

7. In order to present these eight candidatures fit
tingly, I shall, with your permission, take you on a
tour through Africa, from the tropical shores of the
Ivory Coast, through Gabon, Niger and Chad, to the
edge of the desert.



People", a name which was in itself a compliment to
its inhabitants and a foretoken of the co-operation
that was to be established between the Ivory Coast
and the outside world.

12. In 1687 French missionaries established them
selves at Assinie. For over a century sailors and
traders regularly visited this part of Africa, braving
the dangerous banks that block the approach to the
coast. Between 1815 and 1850 the French Navy, in
application of the decisions of the Congress of Vienna
concerning the prevention of the slave trade, was
actively employed in highly humanitarian operations
in these waters. To this period belongs the memory
of Captain Bouet-Willaumez who, acting on the in
structions of King Louis-Philippe, made agreements
with the coastal tribes and founded the posts of Ne
mours and Joinville at Bassam and Assinie.

13. After the establishment of the Government of the
Ivory Coast in 1893 the Territory developed rapidly.
Navigation was made easier and wharves were built
at Bassam and Port-Bouet. The railway was pushed
into the interior as far as the Upper Volta. A network
of roads was constructed, schools were built and a
system of free medical care was instituted.

14. In 1946, when the war was over, the pace of de
velopment quickened. The Ivory Coast passed through
the same stages of developmeIlt as did other former
French overseas territories. Political rights were
granted to all and an elected general council took part
in the administration of the Territory and approved
taxes and the budget. The political ~lite played a
leading role both at home and in the French Parlia
ment.

15. Ten years later, under the "loi-cadre" of 23June
1956, a new step towards independence was taken: a
Parliament was elected by universal suffrage and the
f1rst Ivory Coast Government was constituted under
the leadership of Mr. Auguste Denise.

16. A short time later, on 28 September 1958, the
draft Constitution submitted to a referendum by Gen
eral de Gaulle was overwhelmingly approved by the
people of the Ivory Coast, who voluntarily chose
membership of the Community. On 4 December of
that year the Assembly of the Ivory Coast proclaimed
the Republic and was transformed into a Constituent
Assembly which adopted the Constitution of tl.e new
state on 29 March 1959. After the legislative elections
of 12 April 1959 Mr. Houphouet-Boigny formed an
Ivory Coast Government and took office on 1 May
without a dissenting vote.

17. I should be lacking both in fairness and friend-·
ship if I did not pay a tribute at this point in my all
too brief account of a most instructive process of
evolution to Mr. Houphouet-Boigny, that great African
statesman whom many members of the Council have
met on a number of occasions at the United Nations.
Many among you will remember the eloquent and
statesmanlike speech which he made in the Fourth
Committee of the General Assembly on 7 January
1957. ))

18. After entering the medical profession, Mr.
Houphouet-Boigny was rapidly drawn into politics

!J Official Recot"ds of the Genet"al Assembly, Eleventh Session,
Fout"th Committee, 590th meeting, pat"as. 19-29.
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le nom de "COte des bonnes gens" , nom d6jll tout d
l'~loge de la populaticn et qui repr~sentaitun sym
bole, celui de la coo~ration II venir entre ce pays et
le monde ext~rieur.

12. En 1687, des missionnaires fran~ais s'installent
II Assinie. Pendant plUS d'un si~cle, marins et com
mergants, affrontant la dangereuse barre quidMend
l'abord de ces rivages, fr~quentent r~gulierement

cette partie de I'Afrique. Entre 1815 et 1850, en
application des d6cisions du Congres de Vienne contre
la traite, la marine fran~aise poursuit avec intensit~

dans ces parages une ar.tion hautement humanitaire.
A cette p~riode, reste attach~ le souvenir du capi
taine de vaisseau Bouet-Willaumez qui, sur l'ordre
du roi Louis-Philippe, passe des accords avec les
tribus cOti~res et fonde II Bassam et II Assinie les
postes de Nemours et de JoinviUe.

13. Apr~s la cr6ation du Gouvernement de la COte
d'Ivoire, en 1893, le territoire se d6veloppe rapide
ment. Le dangereuxobstacle de la barre est surmont~.
Deswharfs sont construits llBassam et II Port-Bouet.
Le chemin de fer est pouss~ vers l'int~rieuret atteint
la r~gion de la Haute-Volta. Un r6seau routier est
cr66; des 6coles sont construites, l'assistance m~di

cale gratuite est institu6e.

14. En 1946, au lendemain de la guerre, l'6volution
s'acc61ere. Les ~tapes en sont les m~mes que dans
d'autres anciens territoires frangais d'outre-mer.
Les droits politiques sont accord6s II tous, un conseil
~n6ral 61u participe II I'administration, vote les
impats et le budget, tandis que les elites politiques
jouent un rOle de premier plan II la fois sur place et
au sein du Parlement fran~ais.

15. Dix ans plus tard, grA.ce ilIa loi-cadre du 23 juin
1956, un nouveau pas est franchi vers l'ind~pendance:

un parlement est 61u au suffrage universel et le pre
mier Gouvernement ivoirien est constitu6 sous la
direction de M. Auguste Denise.

16. Peu apres, le 28 septembre 1958, le projet de
constitution soumis au referendum par le general de
Gaulle est approuv6 massivement par le peuple de la
COte-d'Ivoire, qUi choisit volontairement l'adh6sion
II la Communaut6. Le 4 d~cembre suivant, l'Assem
b16e ivoirienne proclame la R6publique et s'6rige en
Assemb16e constituante. Cette assemb16e adopte,
le 29 mars 1959, la Constitution du nouvel Etat.
Apres les 6lections 16gislatives du 12 awil 1959,
M. Houphouet-Boigny forme le Gouvernement de la
COte-d'Ivoire et re90it, le ler mai suivant, une in
vestiture unanime.

17. Au moment 011 s'acMve ce r6cit trop rapide
d'une 6volution pleine d'enseignements, je manquerais
aux devoirs de 1'6quit6 comme de l'amiti6sije n'~vo

quais pas la personnalit~ de ce grand homme d'Etat
africain, M. Houphouet-Boigny, que beaucoup de mem
bres de ce Conseil ont eu l'occasion de rencontrer
II plusieurs reprises 11 1'0rganisation des Nations
Unies. Plusieurs se souviendront du d!scours plein
d'une magnifique 616vation qu'il prononga devant la
Quatrieme Commission de l'Assembl~e ~n~rale.le
7 janvier 1957Y •

18. Entr~ d'abord dans la carriere m6dicale, M.
Houphouet-Boigny fut rapidement attir6 par la pol1-

11 Documents officiels de l'AssembIee genet"ale, onzi~me session,
Quatri~meCommission, 590~me s1!ance, pat". 19 h 29.
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and in 1945 founded the "Rassemblement d6mocra
tique africain", that great party which has given West
Africa so many eminent political leaders. Deputy
Mayor of Abidjan, elected five times in succession to
the French National Assembly by the people of the
Ivory Coast, five times a member of the French
Cabinet, he is a political figure of the first rank
and his country is justly proud of him. The French
Government: for its part, is honoured to have counted
among its members one who is, as he himself has
said, "a mystic passionately devoted to the ideal of
fraternity" .

19. Under the agreements concerning the transfer of
powers signed on 11 July of this year by Mr. Michel
Debr6, Prime Minister of the French Republic, and
Mr. Houphouet-Boigny, Prime Minister of the Repub
lic of the Ivory Coast, the new State received full
independence and full sovereignty. It now exercises
full powers with regard to foreign policy, defence
and currency.

20. The Constitution of .29 March 1959 is profoundly
democratic in character and conforms in every sense
to both the letter and the spirit of the Charter. The
preamble expresses the Ivory Coast's devotion to the
principles of democracy and the rights of men arid
solemnly condemns all forms of racism. The Repub
lic of the Ivory Coast is one and indivisible, secular,
democratic and social. Its motto is: Union, Discipline,
Work.

21. The Prime Minister, his willingness to serve
having been ascertained by the President of the
Legislative Assembly following the usual consulta
tions and his investiture having been approved by an
absolute majority of the members of the Assembly,
exercises thp. prerogative of Head of State and Chief
of the Executive. He appoints and dismisses Minis
ters, who are responsible to him, shares with the
members of the Legislative Assembly the power to
initiate legislation, and promulgates and enforces
legislation. He is responsible for the enforcement of
judicial decisions, exercises regulatory powers and
has authority over the police. He is the head of the
administration and negotiates all conventions and
agreements.

22. The Prime Minister is responsible to a Parlia
ment consisting of a s: .gle Assembly which enacts
legislation, approves taxes, supervises the activities
of the Government and is made up of deputies elected
by direct universal suffrage.

23. The Republic of the Ivory Coast wishes to co
operate peacefully with its neighbours, as is shown
by the agreement which it concluded in May 1959
with the Republics of the Upper Volta, the Niger and
Dahomey and which provided the basis for the estab
lishment of the Council of the Entente. This organi
zation, which does not constitute a state since it does
not involve either a joint legislature or a joint execu
tive, is intended to ensure economic and social co
operation and administrative co-ordination among the
four states concerned.

24. The thick tropical forest which formerly covered
the Ivory Coast is today pierced by roads, cleared
for airfields, pushed back here and there to make
room for prosperous plantations. The young Republic
has over 3 million inhabitants. The people of the
Ivory Coast have become planters, and over the past
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tique et fonda, en 1945, ce grand parti qui a fourni ~

l'Afrique occidentale tant d'hQmmes politiques 6mi
nents, je veux dire le Rassemblement d6mocratique
africain. OOput6-maire d'Abidjan, cinq fois de suite
envoy6 itl'Assemb16e nationale fran..aise par la con
fiance des populations ivoiriennes, cinq fois membre
du Cabinet fran..ais, c'est un homme politique de
premier plan dont s'enorgueillit son pays, et le Gou
vernement fran..ais s'honore d'avoir compt6 dans son
sein celui qui est, comme ille proclame lui-meme,
"un mystique passionn~ de la fraternit6".

19. Les accords de transfert de comp6tences si
gn6s le 11 juillet dernier par M. Michel Debr6, pre
mier ministre de la R6publique fran..aise, et par
M. Houphouet-Boigny, premier ministre de la R6pu
blique de C6te-d'Ivoire, ont reconnu II cet Etat sa
pleine ind6pendance et sa pleine souverainet6. n dis
pose d6sormais de tous les pouvoirs en matii;re de
politique 6trangi;re, de d6fense et de monnaie.

20. La Constitution du 29 mars 1959 est d'essence
profond6ment d6mocratique et r6pond en tous points
non seulement aux prescriptions, mais :l 1'esprit de
la Charte. Elle rappelle dans son pr6ambule 1'at
tachement de la C6te-d'Ivoire aux principes de la
d6mocratie et des droits de 1'homme et r6prouve
solennellement toutes manifestations de racisme. La
R6publique de C6te-d'Ivoire est une et indivisible,
laique, d6mocratique et sociale. Sa devise est: Union,
Discipline, Travail.

21. Pressenti par le Pr6sident de l'Assemb16e l6gis
lative, apr~s les consultations d'usage, et investi par
celle-ci II la majorit6 absolue des membres la com
posant, le Premier Ministre exerce les pr~rogatives

de chef d'Etat et de chef de l'ex6cutif. n nomme et
r6voque les ministres responsables devant lui, a
1'initiative des lois concurremment avec les membres
de l'Assemb16e l6gislative, promulgue ces lois, en
assure l'ex6cution, ainsi que celle des d6cisions de
justice, dispose du pouvoir r6glementaire et de la
force publique; il est le chef supr~me de l'adminis
tration et negocie toutes les conventions et accords.

22. Le Premier Ministre est responsable devant le
Parlement constitu~ par une assemb16e unique qui
vote les lois, consent 1'impOt, contrOle 1'action du
gouvernement et dont les d6puMs sont 6lus au suf
frage universel direct.

23. La R6publique de COte-d'Ivoire est d6sireuse
de coop6rer pacifiquement avec ses voisins. On en
trouve l'illustration dans les accords qu'elle a 8i
gn6s, en mai 1959, avec les R6publiques de Haute
Volta, du Niger et du Dahomey et qui ont donn6 nais
sance au "Conseil de l'Entente". Cette organisation,
qui n'a pas de caracMre 6tatique, pUisqu'elle ne
comporte ni l6gislatif, ni ex6cutif commun, vise II
assurer entre ces quatre Etats une coop6ration 6co
nomique et sociale, en meme temps qu'une coordina
tion administrative.

24. L'6paisse foret tropicale qui couvrait jadis l~

COte-d'Ivoire est aujourd'hui per!c6e de routes, mar
qu6e des clairi~res des a6rodromes, d6frich6e par
endroits pour faire place it de riches plantations. La
jeune R6publique est peup16e de plus de trois millions
d'habitants. L'Ivoirien est devenu un planteur et, de-
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thirty years a class of land-owning planters has come
into being with incomes considerably higher than
those in other parts of Africa.

25. The Ivory Coast is considered the. richest of the
former Territories of French West Africa, a reputa
tion it owes to its remarkable economic growth over
the years. In the early stages the Territory's eco
nomy was based on the exploitation of natural re
sources, such as timber and palms. Later cocoa was
grown and was the principal export from 1928 to the
Second World War. More recently there has been a
rapid expansion of coffee growing, making the Ivory
Coast the world's third largest coffee exporter. At
the same time rubber plantations are beingdeveloped.
The development of the port at Abidjan has com
pletely transformed the country's commercial and
economic structure. Abidjan, which is cut off from
the Atlantic by a three-kilometre coastal barrier,
was linked to the sea in 1950 by the opening of the
Vridi Canal and provided with a deep-water port
1,000 hectares in area.

26. Knowing that they can count on the help of
France, the political leaders of the Ivory Coast wish
to make their country a pilot State of the African
economy. They understand that "nationalism must be
deserved", to use Mr. Houphouet·-Boigny's profound
and expressive phrase. "Let us forge our weapons",
this African statesman added, "let us forge the
weapons of progress and technical equipment ..•. To
live in independence is not only to enjoy political
rights and fundamental freedoms but also to have a
sufficiently high level of living, health and education
to be able fully to exercise those rights and those
freedoms".

27. The Ivory Coast is proud of what it has ac
complished. It is proud of its capital, which has
doubled in size in. the past ten years and which will
continue to expand without limit. It is proud of its
dams, such as the Ayame barrage, of its engineering
works, such as the great bridge at Abidjan, and of its
thousands of kilometres of roads. It is proud of its
new factories, the most recent of which enables the
people of the Ivory Coast to claim, in the words of
one of their statesmen, to be "the first people in
Black Africa to build their own automobiles".

28. Everything in the Ivory Coast speaks of the
future and the pace of development is so rapid that
the industri:ll sector is already more than a quarter
the size of the agricultural sector. These results
have been brought about by the implementation of two
successive plans financed by the Investment Fund for
Economic and Social Development. It is more than a
coincidence that the Fund's initials-FIDES-spell the
Latin word for "faith".

29. But the country's highest achievement and doubt
less the one that arouses the most enthusiasm among
the people is the development ofeducation-the spread
of primary and secondary schools, the growing num
ber of students in higher educational establishments
and the establishment of a university, the Abidjan
Centre for Higher Studies.

30. Thanks to its dynamism and its wealth, the Re
public of the Ivory Coast can look to the future with
calm confidence. It has the ability and the duty, as it
is fully aware, to make an effective contribution to
the cause of progress, peace and friendship among
peoples.

6

puis una trentain.e d'ann6es, se constitue une classe
de propri6taires terriens disposant de revenus fort
sup6rieurs !l ceux d'autres r4§gions africaines.

25. Consid6r6e comme le territoire le plus riche
de l'ancienne Afrique-Occidentale fran~aise, elle dolt
cette r6putation A. une 6tonnante 6volution 6conomique
qui s'est op6r6e par 6tapes. Ce fut d'abord l'exploi
tation des richesses naturelles, bois et palmeraies,
puis la culture du cacao qui, de 1928 A. la seconde
guerre mondiale, fut le principal produit d'exporta
tion, enfin le brusque essor du caf6 qui place la COte
d'Ivoire au troisi~me rang des pays exportateurs de
ce produit, en attendant le d6veloppement des jeunes
plantations d'Mv6as. La cr6ation du port d'Abidjan a
compl~tement transform6 la structure commerciale
et 6conomique. !sol6e de 1'Oc6an par un cordon litto
ral de 3 kilom~tres, la ville, en 1950, a 6t6 reli6e II
la mer par le percement du canal de Vridi et dot6e
d'un port en eau profonde d'un plan d'eau de 1.000
hectareI'!.

26. Sachant qu'ils peuvent compter sur 1'aide de la
France, les chefs politiques de la COte-d'Ivoire veu
lent faire de leur pays un Etat pilote de 1'6conomie
africaine. ns ont compris que, selon cette belle et
profonde parole de M. Houphouet-Boigny, "le na
tionalisme se m6rite". "Forgeons nos armes, ajoutait
1'homme d'Etat africain, forgeons nos armes, qui
sont le progr~s de l'equipement technique ••• Vivre
ind6pendant, c'est non seulement jomr des droits
politiques et des libert6s fondamentales, mais encore
avoir un niveau de vie, une sant6, une instruction
suffisantes pour exercer pleinement ces droits et ces
libert6s."

27. La COte-d'Ivoire a la fiert6 de ses r6alisations.
Fiert6 de sa capitale qui a doub16 en 10 ans et dont
1'expansion est sans mesure. Fiert6 de ses barrages
- comme celui d'Ayam6 - , de ses ouvrages d'art 
comme le grand pont d'Abidjan - , de ses mUliers
de kilom~tres de routes. Fiert6 de ses usines ~outes

neuves, dont la plus r6cente permet aux Ivoiriens de
se dire avec Pun de leurs hommes d'Etat "les pre
miers sur la terre des noirs !l construire leurs pro
pres automobiles".

28. Tout, en COte-d'Ivoire, parle d'avenir, et le
d6veloppement se poursuit ! un rythme tel que le
secteur industriel repr6sente d6jll plus d'un quart de
1'importance du secteur agricole. Ces r6sultats ont
6t6 possibles gra.ce A. le. mise en oeuvre de deux plans
success1fs, financ6s par le Fonds d'investissement
pour le d6veloppement 6conomique et social. Que ces
initiales - FIDES - correspondent !l la traduction
latine du mot "foi" est plus qu'une cofncidence.

29. Mais le pMnom~ne le plus noble et sans doute
le plus enthousiasmant dans ce pays r6side dans le
'd6veloppement de la formation intellectuelle des
Ivoiriens: multiplication des 6coles primaires et
secondaires, nombre croissant des 6tudiants de 1'en
seignement sup6rieur, cr6ation d'une universit6, le
Centre d'6tudes sup6rieures d'Abidjan.

30. Gril.ce A. son dynanisme et 11 ses richesses, la
R6publique de COte-d'Ivoire peut regarder 1'avenir
avec confiance et s6r6nit6. Elle a la possibilit6 et
elle a le devoir, dont elle est pleinement consciente,
d'apporter tIDe contribution efficace 11 la cause du
progr~s, de la paix et de l'amiti6 entre les peuples.
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31. "L'independance, disait le 17 juillet dernier
M. Houphouet-Boigny, ne sera pas l'anarchie, mais
I'ordre, la discipline, le travail, la s~curiM des biens
et des personnes."

32. Le vote, que nouS esp~rons unanime, par le
Conseil, du projet de r~solution recommandant l'ad
mission.:1 l'Organisation des Nations Unies de la
R~publique du Dahomey [S/4438], confirmera de ma
ni~re decisive le d~part prometteur pris par cette
jeune nation dans sa carri~re d'Etat ind~pendant et
souverain. .

33. Le Dahomey est digne du plus vif int~r~tde notre
Organisation, car il n'a point d'~uivalent dans cette
par~ie de l'Afrique. Si son etend1,1e est limit~e, il n'en
compte pas moins 1.800.000 habitants. nest ainsi un
des Etats proportionnellement les plus peuples de la
cOte occidentale d'Afrique.

34. Or cette nation, plus riche en hommes - qU'il
s'agis§e des Fons, des Nagots, des Adjas, des Bari
bas - qu'en ressources naturelles, est renommee
pour ses elites intellectuelles passionnees de l'ave
nir, qu'Emmanuel Mounier appelait "le quartier latin
de l'Afrique". Une jeunesse dynamique, eprise de
culture autant que d'aventure, ne craint pas dIaller
chercher fortune loin du pays natal et les Dahomeens
ont essaime dans toute l'Afrique noire.

35. L'origine des rapports entre la France et le
Dahomey - tout au moins pou.r le sud de son terri
toire - est d~ja ancienne, pUisque le premier trait~

d'amiti~ signe avec le roi Guezo remonte :11851. Ce
traiM fut confirm~ en 1878 par le souverain d'alors.

36. Depuis le XIV~me siecle, des Dieppois et d'au
tres navigateurs europeens avaient frequent~ regu
li~rement ses cOtes et noue des contacts avec les
petites principautes fons qui existaient dans le bas
pays: royaume du IIDanhom~", royaume de Porto
Novo, royaume d'Abomey. ~s la premi~repartie du
XVI~me si~cle, la Compagnie des Indes occidentales,
fondee en 1626 par Louis XIII, avait cree des comp
toil'S ~ Ouidah et ~ Save.

37. La fin du XIX~me si~cle vit se multiplier une
s~rie de missions char~es de la reconnaissance du
pays vel'S le fleuve Niger et de 1'~tude du trac~ d'une
voie ferr~e.

38. De la Conference de Brazzaville, en 1944, ilIa
proclamation de 1'ind~pendance en 1960, le Dahomey
est pass~ par les m~mes ~tapes que ses voisins de
l'Afrique, alors sous la protection fran~aise: droit
de vote et cr~ation d'assembl~es~lues en 1946: suf
frage universel et constitution du premier cabinet
ministeriel apr~s la loi-eadre de 1956, qui fut d'ail
leurs rapport~e devant le Parlement fran~ais par le
d~puM dabom~en Apithy, rM~rendum et accession au
statut d'Etat en 1958.

39. C'est le 29 mai 1957 qu'il est fait appel, pour
former le premier gouvernement, :1 M. Apithy, pr~si
dent du Parti r~pub1icaindu Dahomey, d~puM 11 Paris
depuis 1945, conseiller gen~ral et maire de Porto
Novo depuis 1946.

40. Le 28 septembre 1958, le peuple dahom~en ap
prouve massivement la Constitution propos~e par le
~n~ral de Gaulle. Le 4 decembre sUivant, il pro..
clame la R~publique et transforme son Assembl~e en
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33. Dahomey is worthy of the keenest interest on the
part of our Organization because it is unique in this
part of Africa. Although of lil' ited area it neverthe
less has 1,800,000 inhabitants. In proportion to its
size it is thus one of the most heavily populated
states of the west coast of Africa.

34. This nation, which is richer in people-the Fons,
the Nagots, the Adjas and the Baribas-than in
natural resources, is renowned for its forward
looking intellectual leaders; in fact, Emmanuel
Mounier called it "the Latin Quarter of Africa". Its
young people are dynamic, eager for culture as well
as for adventure; they are not afraid to seek their
fortunes far from their native land and the Dahomans
are found in large numbers throughout Black Africa.

35. Relations betweell France and Dahomey, at least
as far as COncerns the southern part of the territory,
go back for many years, the first treaty of friendship
with King Gezo ha'!ing been signed in 1851. The treaty
was confirmed in 1878 by the king ruling at that
time.

36. From the fourteenth century on sailors from
Dieppe and other parts of Europe had regularly
visited its shores and had established relations with
the little Fon kingdoms of the lowlands, the kingdom
of the "Danhome", the kingdom of Porto Novo and the
kingdom of Abomey. In the first part of the sixteenth
century the west India company, founded in 1626 by
Louis XIII, had established trading posts at Ouidah
and at Sav~.

37. Towards the end of the nineteenth centllry a
series of expeditions explored the country in the
direction of the Niger River and made preliminary
surveys for the construction of a railway.

38. Between the Brazzaville Conference in 1944 and
the proclamation of independence in 1960, Dahomey
followed the same course of development as its Afri
can neighbours then under French protection: in 1946
the suffrage was introduced and elected assemblies
were established; following the "loi-cadre" of 1956
which was, it is interesting to note, presented to the
:J:t'r-ench Parliament by the Dahoman deputy Mr.
Apithy," universal suffrage was introduced and the
first ministerial cabinet was constituted, and in 1958
after the, referendum Dahomey acceded to statehood...
39. On 2,9 May 1957 Mr. Apithy, Chairman of the
Parti rep~blicain of Dahomey, Deputy to the French
National Assembly since 1945, "conseiller ~neral"
and mayor \pf Porto Novo since 1946, was called upon
to form the first government.

40. On 28 \ September 1958 the ~ahoman people
appro:ved by a great majority the Constitution pro
posed by General de Gaulle. On 4 December the
Republic was proclaimed and the Assembly was

31. "Independence", said Mr. Houphouet-Boigny on
17 July last, "will not be anarchy, but order, disci
pline, work and the security of property and of
persons."

32. In adopting, we hope unanimously, the draft
resolution recommending the admission of the Re
public of Dahomey to the United Nations [S/4438], the
Council will confirm decisively the promising start
which this young nation has made; in its career as an
independent and sovereign State.
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transformed into a Constituen.t Assembly with Mr.
Apithy as head of the Provisional Government.

41. On 14 February 1959 the Constitution of the
Republic of Dahomey was adopted. General elections
were held between 2 and 23 April and the young state
experienced its first ministerial crisis which proved,
at any rate, that the machinery is sound and works
democratically.

42. After Mr. Apithy had voluntarily withdrawn in
order to solve the crisis, the Chamber-on 22 May
unanimously chose as his successor Mr. Hubert
Maga, former Minister of Labour in the preceding
Cabinet, former Deputy to the French National As
sembly, and former junior Minister in the Govern
ment of the F~enchRepublic. The young deputy from
Natitingou immediately formed his government, which
included members of the three principal Dahoman
parties: the Union d6mocratique dahom6enne, the
Rassemblement d6mocratique dahom6en and the
Part! r€lP!lblicain du Dahomey.

43. The Constitution, wHch serves as background
to the country's political life, is based upon the
parliamentary system. In its preamble it affirms
Dahomey's adherence to the free determination of
peoples, to the fundamental human freedoIns and to
the republican, democratic, secular and social sys
tem of government. ,Among the freedoms guaranteed
by the Constitution is freedom of association and, in
particular, the right to strike.

44. The government consists of the Prime Minister,
proposed by the General Committee of the Assem
bly and appointed by the Assembly with an absolute
majority of the votes of its members, of the Deputy
Prime Minister and of the Ministers, who are ap
pointed by the Prime Minister and are responsible
to him. The Prime Minister enjoys wide powers and
is politically responsible to the Assembly. Failure
to obtain a vote of confidence or the adoption of a
motion of censure entails his ~signation along with
his Government's.

45. Legislative power and control' over the activity
of the executive are exercised by the Assembly, the
deputies' of which are elected b~ direct universal
suffrage for a five-year term.

46. The Republic of Dahomey participates, together
with its neighbours, the Republics of the Niger, the
Upper Volta and the Ivory Coast, in the organization
known as the Council of the Entente. I have already
spoken of this union and there is no need for me to
recall its guiding principles.

47. On 11 July 1960 the agreements for the transfer
of powers making Dahomey a fully independent State,
endowed with all the attributes of internal and ex
ternal sovereignty, were signed in Paris.

48. The Republic's independence is based on sound
economic foundations. The country, which is only
about one-fifth the size of France, is of course still
mainly agricultural. Palm groves, the basic wealth
of Dahomey, cover the regions of Athiem6, Ouidah
and Abomey. Exports of palm kernels and palm oil
account at the present time for two-thirds of the
country's total exports. The experimental stations
set up by the research institute for palm-oils and oil
bearing plants have helped in the spread of nurseries
and industrial plantations. Under the development
plan four large-eapacity processing plants-the oil

Constituante, ~. Apithy assurant la pr6sidence du
gouvernement provisoire.

41. Le 14 f6vrier 1959, est adopt6e la Constitution
de la R6publique du Dahomey. Des 6lections ~n6rales
ont lieu entre le 2 et le 23 avril et le jeune Etat con
naft sa premi~re crise minist6rielle qui prouve, ~

tout le moins, que la machine est saine et qu'elle
fonctionne d6mocratiquement.

42. M. Apithy s'6tant effac6 volontairement pour
d6nouer la crise, la Chambre investit le 22 mai, ~

I 'unanimit6, M. Hubert Maga, ancien ministre du tra
vail du pr6cMent Cabinet, ancien d6put6 a. Paris, an
cien secr6taire d'Etat dans le gouvernement de la
R6publique fran~aise. Le jeune depute de Natitingou
constitue aussitOt son gouvernement, dans lequel
entrent des membres des tl~ois principaux partis
dahom6ens: I 'Union d6mocratique dahom6enne, le
Rassemblement d6mocratique dahom6en et le Parti
r6publicain du Dahomey.

43. La Constitution, qui sert de toile de fond a cette
vie politique, est fond6e sur le r6gimeparlementaire.
Elle rappelle, dans son pr6ambule, I 'attachement du
Dahomey d la libre d6termination des peuples, aux
libert6s fondamentales de 1'1ll0mme et au statut d'Etat
r6publicain, d6mocratique, lai'que et social. Parmi
les libert6s consacr6es par la Constitution figurent
les libert6s syndicales, et notamment le droit de
gr~ve.

44. Le gouvernement se compose du Premier Minis
tre presente par le Bureau de lTAssemblee et investi
par .celle-c" a la majorite absolue des membres qui
la compo' nt, du Vice-Premier Ministre et des mi
nistres nomm6s par le Premier Ministre et respon-

. sables devant lui. Celui-ci dispose de larges pouvoirs
et est responsable pol1tiquement devant I'Assembl6e.
Le refus de la confiance ou I'adoption drune motion de
censure entrafne sa d6mission -et celle de son gou
vernement.

45. L'exercice du pouvoir 16gislatif et le contrOle de
l'action de l'ex6cutif sont exerc~s par l'Assemb16e,
dont les d6put6~ sont ~lus au suffrage universel direct
pour cinq ans.

46. La Republique du Dahomey participe, avec ses
voisins du Niger, de la Haute-Volta et de la Cote
d'Ivoire, a. I 'organisation appel6e Conseil de I 'Entente.
J'ai d6jil parl6 de cette union et 11 n'est pas n6ces
saire que je rappelle les principes qui la guident.

47. Le 11 juillet 1960, ont 6t6 sign6s a. Paris les
accords de transfert de comp6tence qui font du Da
homey un Etat pleinement independant, dote de tous
les attributs de la souverainet6 interne et eXi:erne.

.48. L'ind6pendance de cette r6publique s'appuie .sur
les garanties 6conomiques les plus s6rieuses. Certes,
le pays, qui ne couvre que le cinqui~mede la. superfi
cie de la France, est encore essentiellement agricole.
La palmeraie, richesse fondamentale du Dahomey,
couvre les r6gions d'Athi6m6, d'Ouidah et d'Abomey.
Les exportations de palmistes et d'huile de palme
repr6sentent aujourd'hui a. elles seules les deux tiers
des exportations totales. Les stations exp6rimentales
insta1l6es par l'Institut de recherches pour les huiles
de palme et o16agineux ont permis la multiplication
des p6pini~res et des plantations industrielles. Dans
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mills at Avrankou, G'Bada, Bohicon and Ahozon
have been offered within ~ few years to Dahomey by
the French Government. The Dahoman authorities
give continuing encouragement to the development of
palm plantations and provide financial assistance.

49. The Dahoman Government :recently drew up a
programme for agricultural development with a view
to dt"aling with exceptional droughts, 'like the one in
1958 which resulted in widespread damage to crops.

The programme provided for the establishment of a
State land development corporation, an increase in
the number of rural development co-operatives and
the establishment of semi-public corporations for
agricultural and industrial development.

50. But a very important factor will soon completely
change the country's economy, i.e. the construction
at Cotonou of an artificial deep-water harbour, the
foundation stone of which was laid on 23 October 1959

in the presence of the French Minister Mr. Robert
Lecourt.

51. Between 1946, when FIDES was established, and

1957, Dahomey received 16,000 million francs in
French assistance. A large proportion of these funds
was used to improve palm groves, carry out irriga
tion schemes, improve the road system, and under

take electrifiCll.tion projects. The young Republic now
has 600 kilometres of railways, 6,000 kilometres of
roads and five commercial airfields.

52. Much of course remains to be done in this new
State, but tribute must be paid to its tenacious efforts.

The Dahoman Planning Committee, with great fore
thought, has recently prepared the outlines of a pro

gramme which will ensure the country's immediate
future.

53. At the" same time much has been done in the

fields of education and public health. It is significant
that 22 per cent of the budget revenue is devoted to
public education. The school population has doubled
within seven years and in 1958 was already as high
as 80,000.

54. This country, in which so much progress has
been made in the educational field, has as many
health institutions as schools; there are forty-seven
hospitals and medical centres andonehundredclinics.
On 17 January 1959 the foundation stone of the new

hospital at Cotonou, built with French assistance,
was laid.

55. I have Just introduced the Republic of Dahomey
to the Council, inadequately, I fear, and more briefly

than I could have wished. This young nation has
brilliant political leaders who ,are endowed with' a

deep sense of statesmanship. Its intellectual ~lite is
famous and has been able to bring about a brilliant
cultural synthesis in which French culture has not

stifled but, on the contrary, has exalted African cul
ture in its most universal aspects. It would take too
long to mention all the Dahoman writers and poets
but Maximilien Quenum, poet, philosopher and ethno

grapher, and Paul Hazoume, whose first novel, Dogui

cimi, caused a sensation when it appeared thirty-four
years ago, are known throughout Africa andthe world.
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le cadre du plan de developpement, quatre usines ~

grande capacite de traitement ont ete offertes en

quelques annees au Dahomey par le Gouvernement
fran';ais: les huileries d'Avrankou, de G'Bada, de
Bohicon et d'Ahozon. De leur c6te, les autorites da

hom~ennes ne cessent de favoriser l'essor des pal
meraies, auxquelles elles accordent leur assistance
financiere.

49. Preoccupes de remedier aux secheresses ex

ceptionnelles, comme celle qui entrafua en 1958 des
r~coltes deficitaires, le Gouvernement dahomeen a
prepare recemment un programme de ren~uveau

agricole. n a prevu la creation d'une societ~ d'Etat
pour la mise en valeur des terres, la multiplication
des societes mutuelles de developpement rural et la
formation de societes d'economie mixte pour le de

veloppement agricole et industr~el.

50. Mais un ~lement capital bouleve~seraprochaine
ment l'economie du pays. n s'agit de la construction
~ Cotonou d'un port artificiel en eau profonde, dont

la premiere p~'~rre a ete posee le 23 octobre 1959 en

presence du Ministre fran<;ais, M. Robert Lecourt.

51. Depuis 1946, date de la creation du Fonds d'in
vestissement pour le developpement economique et

social, jusqu'en 1957, le Dahomey a reC;u 16 milliards
de' francs au titre de l'aide fran<;aise. Une lmportante
partie de ces fonds a ete consacree ~ la renovation
des palmeraies, a l'hydraulique rurale, a l'amenage
ment du reseau routier, a l'electrification. La jeun~

Republique a auj(jurd'hui 600 kilometres de voies

ferrees, 6.000 kilometres de routes, 5 aerodromes
commerciaux.

52. Certes, il reste encore 11 faire dans ce nouvel
Etat; mais comment ne pas rendre hommage 11 la
tenacite de ses efforts? Le Comite dahomeen du plan

vient de tracer avec beaucoup de sagesse les grandes
lignes d'un programme dont l'elaboration assure

I 'av-enir immediat du pays.

53. Parallelement, un effort important a ete r~alise

en matiere d'~ducatiQ..n et de sante publique. n est
remarquable de noter que 22 pour 100 des recettes

budgeta.ires sont consacrees lll'enseignement public,
que les effectifs scolaires ont doubl~ en sept ans et
qu'ils atteignaient d~jll en 1958 le chiffre de 80.000.

54. Dans ce pays ainsi scolarise, On compte autant
de formations sanitaires que d'ecoles, 47 hOpitaux et
centres m~dicaux, 100 dispensaires. Le 17 janvier
1959 a ete posee la premiere pierre du nouvel hOpital

de Cotonou, qui est constI'uit avec l'aide de la France.

55. Je viens de presenter, bien imparfaitement sans

doute, au Conseil et dans un temps que j'aurais voulu
plus long, la Republique du Dahomey. Cette jeune
nation possede des hommes politiques avises, dou~s

d'un sens profond de 1'Etat. Ses elites intellectuelles
sont renomm~es et ont su realiser une synthese bril
lante, 0\\ la culture fran<;aise n'a pas ~touff~, mais
au contraire exalt~, la culture afric'aine dans ce

qu'elle a de plUS universel. La liste des ~crivains et
poetes dahomeens serait longue a citeI'. Mais qui ne
connart, en Afrique et dans le monde, Maximilien
Quenum, poete, philosophe et ethnographe, ou Paul
Hazoume, dont le premier roman, Doguicimi, fit sen
sation 10rs de sa parution, il y a 34 ans dejll?
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59. En Haute-Volta, les Mossis constituent la ma
jorite, mais non la totalite de la population. Us sont
1.700.000 sur 3 millions et demi habitants, II cOt6
des Bobos, des Peuhls, des Labis, des Gourounsi...

60. Le pays demeure profond~mentmarque par ses
origines. On ne peut le comprendre sans connaitre
son passe. Dans les regions de Ouagadougou, de
Ouahigouya, et de Fada n'Gourma, la chefferie reste
puissente et les traditions d'ordre, de discipline et
de travail sont fortes. Chaque annee, nombre de
jeunes Voltaiques s'expatrient saisonni~rementdans
les pays voisins, faisant de leur pays une source de
main-d'reuvre appr~ciee.

61. Les origines des empires autochtones qui se
constituerent en Haute-Volta sont obscures, mais
paraissent fort anciennes, puisque, selon certaines
traditions orales, elles remonteraient au Xleme
siecle. L'histoire des Mossis commence par la le
gende de la jeune amazone Yermenga et de son fils
Ouedraogo qui cr6a II Ouagadougou 1'empire feodal
du Moro-Naba, ou chef des Mossis. Avec une struc~

ture monarchique et patriarcale fortement char-
.penMe, le Moro-Naba a preserve II travers les siecles
la vie pittoresque de sa cour,'rythm~e par une ~ti

quette rigoureuse, avec ses ministres, descendants
des conquerants et des grands feudataires dot6s au
trefois d'apanages entourant Ouagadougou. Aujour
d'hui, avec le quarante-sixieme Moro-Naba, Naba
Kougri, une dynastie presque milMnaire subsiste,
cOte II cote avec le regime democratique et avec le
droit de vote.

. 62. A 1'issue d'une evolution politique graduelle,
desormais bien connue de ce conseil - Conf6rence
de Brazzaville, institutions de 1946, loi-eadre de
1956 - la Haute-Volta a aborde rapidement 1'ultime
phase qui devait la conduire au statut d'Etat, puis :l
1'independance.

63. Crest le 18 mal 1957 qu'est constitu~ son pre
mier cabinet ministeriel. Je tiens, II cette occasion,
II saluer la m~moire de ce premier chef de l'Etat que
fut M. Ouezzin Coulibaly, et qui a tant fait pour son
pays avant qu'une cruelle maladie 1'emporte pre-
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59. The Mossis make up the majority but not the
whole of the population in the Upper Volta. Of the 3.5
million inhabitants 1.7 million are Mossis, the re
mainder being Bobos, Peuhls,' Labis and Gourounsi.

60. The country is steeped in history and one cannot
understand it without a knowledge of its past. In the
Ouagadougou, Ouahigouya and Fada n'Gourma regions,
the chiefdom is still a powerful institution and tradi
tions of law and order, discipline andwork are strong.
Every year many young people go to neighbouring
countries as seasonal workers, making the Upper
Volta a valued source of manpower.

~'''''$-' • ~. ""-~~""~;:-::';=~'",",':""'-"~"~4J&,)iiiiC-''--

56. Dahomey. for many years the subject of dispute 56. Longtemps di.>onl6 entre des monorehles ~r. i lng a t
between warring monarchies, and a country which ri~res et forteme~t hi6rarchis6, II 1'~poque des carried
had a strong caste system during the time of the old royaumes d'autrefois, le Dahomey, qui vous demande recognit
kingdoms, is now fully democratic and is asking you de sanctionner son ind~pendance, est aujourd'hui un the soci
to ratify its independence. It will join the concert of pays profond~ment d6mocratique. n entrera dans le training
nations, mindful of its past, possessing young and concert des nations avec le souvenir de son pass~, cal car
dynamic institutions, and enjoying the faithful friend- la jeunesse dynamique de ses institutions et l'amitt6 ties in
ship,of France. fidele de la France. the Gen

. cratique57. We must now leave the coast and continue our 57. Permettez-mol, quittant la cOte, de vous en-
journey' into the interior to the Republic of the Upper traf'ner maintenant vers 1'int~rieur. Et voic! d'abord
VoUa. The Republic, which is three-fifths the size of la R~publique de Haute-VoUa, dont la superficte
France, occupies a vast plateau in the heart of West couvre les trois cinquiemes de celle de la France.
Africa: with no outlet to the sea. Its capital, Ouaga- Crest un vaste plateau situ~ au creur de l'Afrique
dougou, is 1,800 kilometres from Dakar and 800 kilo- occidentale, et sans acces II la mer. Sa capitale,
metres from Abidjan and Cotonou. Ouagadougou, est II 1.800 kilom~tres de Dakar, II 800

kilometres d'Abidjan et de Cotonou.

58. Le voyageur ne peut qu'etre attir6 par ce pays
plein de contrastes. Tandis que ses pares nationaux
abritent des troupeaux pittoresques d'animaux sau
vages, la note moderne est fournie par les routes,
larges et bien entretenues, qui sillonnent le territoirr

en tous sens, et par les agglom~rationsurbaines 
Ouagadougou, Bobo-Dioulasso - qui voient s'~J.ever

chaque jour de vastes immeubles aux lignes auda
cieuses.

58. The Upper VoUa is a country of contrasts that
cannot fail to attract the traveller. Picturesque herds
of wild animals roam in its national parks while a
modern note is struck by the network of broad, well
maintained roads and by the towns-Ouagadougou,
Bobo-Dioulasso-whose appearance is changing from
day to day with the erection of large new buildings in
contemporary styles.

61. Little is known of the origins of the indigenous
empires that were established in the Upper Volta,
but they appear to be very ancient and, according to
certain oral traditions, date back to the eleventh
century. The history of the Mossis begins with the
legend of the young Amazon Yermenga and her son
Ouedraogowho founded the feudal empire of the "Moro
Naba" or chief of the Mossis at Ouagadougou. With a
strongly knit monarchic and patriarchal structure
the "Moro Naba" has maintained through the centuries
the picturesque customs of his court with its strict
etiquette and his ministers, who are descendants of
the conquerors and great vassals who formerly held
land surrounding Ouagadougou. Today, with the forty
sixth "Moro Naba", Naba Kougri, a dynasty which is
almost a thousand years old is still in existence, side
by side with the democratic system and the suffrage.

32. At the end of the process of gradual political
development with which the Council is now familiar
the Brazzaville Conference, the institutions of 1946,
the "loi-eadre" of 1956-the Upper Volta rapidly
entered the final stage that was to lead it to statehood
and later independence.

63. Its first ministerial cabinet was formed on
18 May 1957. I should like in this connexion to pay a
tribute to the memory of Mr. Ouezzin Coulibaly, the
first Head of state, who did so much for his country
before his untimely death on 7 September 1958 follow-



maturl§ment le 7 septembre 1958. n avait, suivant
ses propres mots, placl§ son action gouvernementale
sous le signe du "rl§alisme des partis et de la com
prl§hension de toutes les couches sociales et tradi
tionnelles". Ancien professeur d'ecole normale, n
eut une carriere politique brillante , qUi le conduisit
des 1946 II la dl§putation II Paris, puis au Sl§nat. n
l§tait le secr6taire genl§ral du Rassemblement d~mo
cratique africain.

64. Apr~s le referendum de septembre 1958, la Re
publique est proclam6e en Haute-Volta, l'Assembll§e
constituante adopte la nouvelle Constitution qui est
confirm6e par r6f6rendum le 15 mars 1959. Le
24 avril suivant, M. Maurice Yameogo, president de
1'Union d~mocratique voltai'que et successeur de M.
Coulibaly, prend la t~te du gouvernement. C'est ce
chef d'Etat, l§lu pr~sident de la R6publique le 9 dl§
cembre 1959, qui demande aujourd'hui que son pays,
devenu pleinement indl§pendant le 11 juillet dernier
en accord avec la France, soit admis au sein de la
communautl§ internationale.

65. Puisque l'Article 4 de la Charte des Nations
Unies nous invite II nous enquerir de la capacitl§ d'un
Etat ~ remplir les obligations contenues dans ladite
Charte, je voudrais m'arr~ter un instant sur les
institutions de la Rl§publique de Haute-Volta, pour en
faire ressortir le caractere dl§mocratique.

66. La Constitution du 15 mars 1959 "proclame son
attachement aux principes de la democratie et des
droits de l'homme tels qu'ils ont eM dl§finis par la
dl§claration de 1789 et garantis par la Constitution de
la Communautl§".

67. Dans cette republique, la souverainetl§ appartient
au peuple, qui l'exerce par ses reprl§sentants. Les
institutions du jeune Etat comprennent le gouverne
ment, I'Assembll§e ll§gislative, le Conseil 6conomique
et social, l'autoriM judiciaire, la Haute Cour de jus
tice, le Conseil juridique et du contentieux et les
collectivitl§s territoriales crMes par la loi.

68. Le pouvoir exl§cutif appartient au Prl§sident du
Conseil investi par l'Assemb16e 16gislative au d6but
de chaque 16gislature, le pouvoir 16gislatif lll'assem
bll§e, l§lue pour cinq ans, au suffrage universel et
direct.

69. La Constitution pr6voit que la R6publique de
Haute-Volta peut cr6er, avec un ou plusieurs voisins,
un"" organisation pour la coordination des int6r~ts

l§conomiques, sociaux et culturels, II l'exclusion de
tout autre abandon de souverainet6. C'est en vertu de
ces possibiliti6s qu'un protocole d'accord a 6tl§ signl§
le ~ avril 1959 avec la R6publique de COte-d'Ivoire,

.prevoyant la conclusion, entre les deux Etats, d'ac
cords de coop6ration 6conomique et fixant un ensem
ble de mesures provisoires applicables a la gestion
du port d'Abidjan, des chemins de fer, des transports
routiers, des postes et t616commu..'1ications, ainsi
qu'aux modalit6s d'une complete union douaniere. De
m~me, la Haute-Volta fait partie du Conseil de l'En
tente (COte-d'Ivoire, Haute-Volta, Niger, Dahomey),
6tendant aux relations des quatre Etats entre eux les
principes de l'accord bilaMral ci-dessus.

66. The Constitution of 15 March 1959 proclaims the
Republic's "devotion to the principles of democracy
and the rights of men, as defined by the Declaration
of 1789md guaranteed by the Constitution of the
Community".

67. Sovereignty is vested in the people and is exer
cised by them through their representatives. The
institutions of the young state comprise the Govern
ment, the Legislative Assembly, the Economic and
Social Council, the judiciary, the High Court of Jus
tice, the Juridical Council and the territorial authori
ties established by law.

68. Executive power is exercised by the President
of the Council, who is invested by the Legislative As
sembly at the beginning of each legislature. Legis
lative power is vested in the Assembly, which is
elected for five years by direct universal suffrage.

69. The Constitution provides that the Republic of
the Upper Volta may join with one or more neighbour
ing States in establishing an organization for the co
ordination of economic, social and cultural interests,
subject to the proviso that the sovereignty of the State
shall not be otherwise impaired. In accordance with
the provision a protocol was signed with the Republic
of the Ivory Coast on 4 April 1959 providing for the
conclusion of agreements for economic co-operation
between the two states and establishing a series of
provisional measures relating to the management of
the port of Abidjan, the railways, road transport and
postal and telecommunication services, as well as
arrangement for the formation of a full customs
union. The Upper Volta is also a member of the
Council of the Entente (Ivory Coast, Upper Volta,
Niger, Dahomey), which applies the principles of this
bilateral agreement to relations between the four
States.

70. The Republic has a special interest in economic 70. Le souci de coop6ration 6conomique de la R6-
co-operation as its only outlet to the sea is the port publique de Haute-Volta est d'autant plus justifi6 que
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ing a tragic illness. He had, as he put it himself,
carried on the work of his government with "due
recognition of the parties and understanding of all
the social and traditional strata". A former teachers'
training college instructor, he had a brilliant politi
cal career and was elected to the Chamber of Depu
ties in Paris in 1946 and lat",r to the Senate. He was
the General Secretary of the Rassemblement d€lmo
cratique africain.

64. After the referendum of September 1958 the
Upper Volta was proclaimed a republic and the Con
stituent Assembly adopted the new Constitution which
was ratified by referendum on 15 March 1959. On
24 April 1959 Mr. Maurice Yameogo, Chairman of
the Union d~mocratique voltai'que and Mr. Coulibaly's
successor, became the head of the Government. He
was 'elected President of the Republic on 9 December
1959 and as Head of state is today asking that his
country, which became fully independent on 11 July
last, in agreement with France, should be admitted to
membership in the internati.onal community.

65. Since Article 4 01 the United Nations Charter re
quires us to ascertain whether a state is able to carry
out the obligations contained in the Charter, I should
like briefly to indicate the democratic character of
the institutions of the Republic of the Upper Volta.



of Abidjan, with which it is connected by the Mossi
railway.

71. The land is courageously tilled by the hard
working, disciplined and prolific population, although
lack of water frequently makes its work unavailing.
This must not be taken to mean that the Upper Volta's
economic potential is small. In fact the only obstacle
to the development of export crops was for many
years the distance from a port.

72. In these circumstances priority had necessarily
to be given to means of communication, and the
French Government therefore extended the railway
from Bobo-Dioulasso to Ouagadougou between 1939
and 1955, thus giving a large part of the Mossi coun
try access to export markets. It is planned to build
a railway link with the Sudan in the near future. In
addition to this essential railway, which extends over
a distance of 500 kilometres, the Republic of the
Upper Volta has 16,000 kilometres of roads. It is
also using twenty-four airfields, of which two, at
Ouagadougou and Bobo-Dioulasso, are classed as
international airports.

73. With this e::tpansion of communication facilities
it has been possible to diversify agricultural pro
duction. In this connexion attention has been concen
trated mainly on cotton, rice, g!'ound-nuts and shea.
In the case of the last two products almost the entire
crop is consumed locally. Capital from the Invest
ment and Development Fund has been used to develop
rice-growing on a large scale in the plains of Lou
mana, Malba, Niena and Louda. At Saria, Banfora,
Farako and Kamboins~ there are modern experi
mental stations which work in co-operation with a net
work of irrigation projects, pilot farms and centres
to encourage the use of draught animals in agri
culture.
74. Cattle raising is still the Upper Volta's prin
cipal source of wealth. The country's herds are esti
mated to be worth a total of 34,000 million francs and
a large animal health service is maintained to protect
this valuable asset. Exports of live cattle annually
account for over half the country's total exports, the
most important CU!3tomer being neighbouring Ghana.

75. The Republic of the Upper Volta, which is both
hospitable and picturesque, is also destined to be
come a centre of tourism. :t is already a paradise
for big game hunters and film producers who are
attracted by the variety offauna-elephants, buffaloes,
hippopotami, antelopes and lions-to be found in its
sunlit savannas and the vast national parks of Arly,
Singou, Pama and the "w" of the Niger.

76. By way of concluding this short account of the
Republic of the Upper Volta, I can do no better than
quote from the speech recently made by that able
statesman, Mr. Yameogo, the head of the Government
and President of the Republic. On his return to Ouaga
dougou on 16 July Mr. Yameogo uttered these gener
ous words:

"Speaking of the Upper Volta in his memoirs Gen
eral de Gaulle says that it is the country of men;
General de Gaulle's words mean that in the Upper
Volta there are men who know what they want, and:
it is for those who are in positions of leadership to
co-ordinate the goodwill so that everything we do
for our country is done for the welfare of the
people. What matters above all else is respect for
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ce pays n'a d'autre d~bouch~ sur la mer que le port
d'Abidjan, auquel il est reli~ par le chemin de fer du
Mossi.

71. Une population travailleuse, disciplin~e et pro
lifique exploite courageusement un sol que la s~che

resse rend souvent ingrat. Est-ee dire que le pays
voltaique est sans grandes possibiliMs ~conomiques?

n serait inexact de porter parell jugement, car seu!
1'~loignement des cOtes a longtemps ralenti 1'expan
sion des cultures d'exportation.

72. Le principal effort devait n~cessairementporter
sur les voies de communication. C'est la raison pour
laquelle le Gouvernement fran9ais a prolonge, entre
1939 et 1955, le chemin de fer de Bobo-Dioulasso
jusqu'll Ouagadougou. Ainsi, une vaste portion dupays
Mossi a ~t~ o\lverte III'exportation. On pr~voit pour
un avenir proche une liaison ferr~e avec le Soudan.
La R~publique de Haute-Volta possMe maintenant
500 kilom~tres de cette voie ferr~e qui lui est in
dispensable et 16.000 kilom~tres de routes. Elle
utilise ~galement 24 a~rodromes, dont deux de classe
internationale II Ouagadougou et Bobo-Dioulasso.

73. Ce d~veloppement des voies de communication
a permis de diversifier la production agricole. Les
efforts ont port~ principalement sur le coton, le riz,
1'arachide et le karit~, ces deux derniers produits
~tant presque en totalit~ consomm~s par la popula
tion. Les cr~dits du Fonds d'investissemant et de
d~veloppement ont permis l'am~nagement,en vue de
la riziculture, des vastes plaines de Loumana, Malba,
Niena, Louda. Des stations exp~rimentalesmodernes
11 Saria, Banfora, Farako et Kamboins~ fonctionnent
en liaison avec tout un r~seau de centres d'am~nage

ment hydraulique, de fermes pilotes et de centres de
culture attel~e.

74. Car la principale richesse de la Haute-Volta
reste l'~levage. On a ~valu~ 11 34 milliards le capital
repr~sent~ par ce cheptel, qui est sous la surveil
lance d'un service zootechnique important. Chaque
ann~e, les exportations d'animaux vivants repr~

sentent plus de la moiti~ des exportations voltaiques,
dont le principal client est le Ghana voisin.

75. Enfin, la R~publique de Hauts-Volta, pays hospi
talier autant que pittoresque, est destin~e 11 devenir
un centre de tourisme. Elle est d~jll le paradis du
chasseur ou du cin~aste attir~s par la vari~t6 de la
faune: 61~phants, buffles, hippopotames, antilopes,
lions, qui hante ses savanes lumineuses et les vastes
parcs nationaux d'Arly, de Singou, de Pama et du W
du Niger.

76. Je ne pourrais trouver 11 cette br~ve pr~senta

tion de la R6publique de Haute-Volta de meilleure
conclusion que ~e discours prononc6 recemment par
M. Yameogo, chef du gouvernement et president
de la R6publique. A son retour II Ouagadougou, le
16 juillet dernier, cet homme d'Etat de grand talent
pronon9a.it ces paroles g6n6reuses:

"Le g6n6ral de Gaulle, parlant de la Haute-Vblta
dans ses m6moires, dit que c'est le "pays des
hommes"; dans l'esprit du g6n6ral de Gaulle cela
signifie qu'il y a en Haute-Volta des hommes qui
savent ce quIlls veulent, et le rOle des responsables
est de coordonner le bon vouloir, afin que tout ce
que nous ferons pour notre pays soit fait pour le
bonheur des humains. Ce qui compte avant tout,
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every individual and the unity of all. That is the
real significance of our independence."

77• Independence was celebrated on 5 August, the
Day of the Tree, the traditional festival so dear to
all the inhabitants of the Upper Volta. I am confident
that the Security Council will wish to crownthe Upper
Volta's celebration of independence by unanimously
recommending the admission of the new state to
membership in the United Nations.

78. The agreements under which the Republic of the
Niger became an independent and sovereign state
were signed on 11 July 1960.

79. One striking feature of this vast country is the
immense river which gave it its name and whose
mysterious course for centuries acted as a magnet
to travellers and explorers.

80. Another is the vast Sahara, which rises in the
north to the great Air plateau, where nature is kind
and even open handed. Between the river and this
land of the Tuareg lies the region of the Sahel, with
its stunted vegetation. But further to the south, paral
lel to the steppe, there is a belt of richer land. This
contains most of the population of a country twice as
big as France, but which supports only 2,500,000
inhabitants. The towns of Dosso, Dogondoutchi, Ma
radi, Niamey, Tenaoua and Zinder, surrounded by
innumerable villages, lie in this fertile strip, where
the main crops are grown and great herds of humped
cattle graze.

81. But the Republic of the Niger has one other note
worthy characteristic. Situated at the point where
two worlds meet, it is a great melting-pot in which
the black and white races are closely intermixed, a
process resulting in an astonishing ethnic diversity.
The best-known peoples, the Sonrhai andtheDjermas,
have lived in the area for many centuries and their
history, particularly in the case of the Sonrhai, dates
back to the vast conquests of the Gao empire, which
are recorded by the chroniclers of Timbuktu. After
three centuries of domination and of good and evil
times, this vast empire vanisheq in the sixteenth
century on the defeat of its last sovereign, Askia
Issahak, who was assassinated in 1592.

82. French rule was not finally established until the
end of the nineteenth century. It brought the territory
security by protecting the peoples of the south from
raids by the northern nomads, who gradually de
veloped into peaceful stock-breeders. Since then
there has been peace in the Niger, and its active and
intelligent people have kept pace with the gradual
development from French protection to independence.
The years 1946 and 1956 were the two milestones in
their political advance. In 1946 the suffrage was
introduced, a Territorial Assembly was set up and
political parties came into being. In 1956 the "loi
cadre" of 23 June was promulgated, giving the Niger
and its neighbours universal suffrage and autonomy.
The first government of the Niger was formed.in
April 1957 under Mr. Djibo Bakary.

83. In the referendum of 28 September 1958, 78 per
cent of voters in the Niger approved the Constitution
proposed by General de Gaulle. After the fall of the
Bakary cabinet, new elections for a constituent as-

c'est le l!'espect de chacun, l'unit~ de tous: c'est la
v~ritable signification de notre ind~pendance."

77. Cette ind~pendance a ~t~ c~l~br~e le 5 aotlt, jour
de la fete traditionnelle de l'Arbre, cMre atous les
coours voltaiq'.l.es. Je suis persuade que le Conseil
de s~curit~ voudra donner acette c~Mbrationla suite
qu'elle m~rite, en recommandant a l'unanimit~ l'ad
mission du nouvel Etat a I'Organisation des Nations
Unies.

78. Le 11 juillet 1960 ont et~ sign~s les accords qui
font de la R~publique du Niger un Etat ind~pendantet
souverain.

79. Ce vaste pays est d'abord un immense fleuve,
celui qui lui a donn~ son nom et dont le cours myst~

rieux a hant~ les voyageurs et les explorateurs pen
dant des si~cles.

80. C'est ensuite l'immensit~ saharienne, relewe
au nord 'par le puissant plateau de I'Air. oula nature
se montre cl~mente, voire m~me g6n~reuse. Entre
ce pays des Touaregs et le fleuve, s'~tend la zone
sah~lienne, a la veg6tation rabougrie. Mais plus au
sud, parall~le a la steppe, s'~tend une bande de terre
:JluS riche, ou se concentre la plus grande partie de
la population d'un pays grand comme deux fois la
France, mais qui ne fait vivre que 2.500.000 habi
tants. Des villes - Dosso, Dogondoutchi, Maradi,
Niamey, Tenaoua, Zinder - entourees de 1.000 vil
lages parsement ce ruban fertile ou s'effectuent les
principales cultures et ou paissent les grands trou
peaux de booufs it bosse.

81. Mais la R~publique du Niger a ~galement une
autre mission. Placte a l'or~e de deux mondes, elle
constitue le gigantesque creuset ou les races noire
et blanche se fondent intimement en une diversite
ethnique surprenante. Les populations les plUS con
nues, Sonrhai' et Djermas, y s~journent depuis de
longs si~cles. Leur histoire, surtout celle des pre
miers, remonte aux vastes conquetes de l'Empire
gao, .dont les chroniqueurs de Tombouctou nous ont
conserv~ le souvenir, Apr~s trois siecles de domina
tion et de vicissitudes diverses, ce vaste empire
disparaft au XVI~me si~cle avec la defaite de son
dernier souverain, I'Askia Issahak, qui est assassine
en 1592.

82. L'installation frangaise ne devient definitivequ'a
la fin du XIX~me siecle. Elle apporte la s~curite dans·
ce territoire, en protegeant les populations du sud
contre les raids des nomades du nord, qui se trans
forment peu apeu en paisibles eleveurs. Depuis cette
epoque, la paix regne au Niger, dont les habitants,
actifs et intelligents, ont su s'adapter au rythme de
l'evolution graduelle· qui les a conduits de la pro
tection frangaise a l'independance. Les dates de 1946
et 1956 constituent les deux tournants du progr~s

politique. La premiere marque l'ootroi du droit de
suffra& la creation d'une Assemblee territoriale et
la naissance des partis politiques. La seconde cor
respond a la proclamation de la loi-eadre du 23 jUin,
qui donne au Niger, comme il ses voisins, le suffrage
universel et 1'll.utonomie. Le premier Gouvernement
nig6rien est constitue en avril 1957, sous la direction
de M. Djibo Bakary.

83. Lors du referendum, le 28 septembre 1958, le
peuple nig6rien approuve par 78 pour 100 de ses
votants la Constitution qui lui est proposee par le
g6neral de Gaulle. Apres la chute du cabinet Bakary,
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sembly were held on 14 December. The :provisional
Government was set up on 18 December, the date
on which the Republic was proclaimed. It is led by
Mr. Hamani Diori, a former Deputy in the French
National Assembly, of which he was Vice-President
from 1957 to 1958, 'and a former member of the
European Parliamentary Assembly. The Vice-Presi
dent of the Government is the former Senator Issifou
Dje~makoye.

84. The Constitution was promulgated on 15 March
1959. The sound principles it enunciated do credit to
the politicians who drew it up, as a rapid perusal of
the preamble indicates:

"The people of the Niger, in spite of the diversity
of climates, regions, crops and customs, are re
solved to work for development based on a common
ideal of freedom and equality, brotherhood and
solidarity•

"The people of the Niger solemnly reaffirm their
dedication to the principles of democracy and of the
rights and freedoms of man, as defined in the his
toric Declaration of 1789.

"While respecting their traditions, they intend to
bring about equality between men and women, to
give all citizens access to education and culture
and to guarantee the trade union liberties, and the
right to work and to social security.

"The' people of the Niger proclaim their determi
nation to face national obligations and disasters in
a spirit of solidarity.

"Lastly, the people of the Niger undertake to
establish relations of co-operation, solidarity and
mutual aid with all other member States of the
Community in accordance with the law of nations."

85. The Republic of the Niger is a democratic and
secular State. National sovereignty belongs to the
people, who exercise it either through their repre
sentatives or by way of referendum. All adult citizens
of either sex may vote.

86. The country's institutions comprise the Govern
ment, the Legislative Assembly, the judiciary, the
Court of State, the High Court of Justice, the Eco
nomic and Social Council and the statutory organs of
local government.

87. Executive power is vested in the President of
the Council, who is appointed by each Legislative As
sembly at the beginning of its term of office. Legis
lative power is vested in the Assembly, which is
elected for five years by universal direct suffrage.

88. The Republic is compelled by its geographical
position to co-operate with its neighbours in regard
to communications and it has signed several agree
ments on the matter since the date of its establish
ment. The Agreement of 30 May 1959 provides for
its participation in the Council of the Entente, which
is planning to institute arrangements for co-opera
tion, a customs union and a uniform system of tax':'
ation between the Niger, the Ivory Coast, the Upper
Volta and Dahomey. A protocol was ,also concluded
on 5 July 1959 with the Republic of 'Dahomey; this
mainly concerns the exploitation of the B~nin-Niger

Railway and of the port of Cotonou.

89. Since the Republic of the Niger is largely a
Saharan country, situated far from ports and rail-

de nouvelles ~lections ont lieu le 14 d~cembrepour
la d~signation d'une constituante. Le gouvernement
provisoire est institu~ le 18 d~cembre, jour de la
proclamation de la r~publique. n est pr~sid~ par
M. Hamani Diori, ancien d~put~ l\ l'Assembl~e na
tionale fran~aise, dont il fut.le vice-pr~sidentde 1957
l\ 1958 et ancien membre de I'AElsembl~e parle
mentaire euro~enne. Le Vice-~sident du gou
vernement est l'ancien s~nateur Issifou Djermakoye.

84. La Constitution est proclam~e le 15 mars 1959.
La noblesse de ses principes fait honneur aux hommea
politiques qui I 'ont r~di~e. Une rapide lecture du
pr~ambule en apporte la preuve:

"Le peuple du Niger entend promouvoir au-de1;l
de la diversiM des climata, des r~gions, des cul
tures et des coutumes, une ~volution fond~e sur un
id~al commun de libert6 et d'~galit~, de fraternit~

et de solidarit~.

"Le peuple du Niger r~affirme solennellement
son attachement aux principes de la d~mocratieet
des droits et libert6s de I 'homme, d6finis dans la
d~clarationhistorique de 1789.

"n entend r~aliser dans le respect des traditions
1'6galit~ de l'homme et de la femme, permettre
l'acc~s de tous les citoyens l\ l'instruction et l\ la
culture et leur garantir les libert~s syndicales, le
droit au travail et a. la protection sociale.

"Le peuple du Niger proclame sa volont6 de so
lidarit~ devant les charges et les calamit6s na
tionales.

"Le peuple du Niger s'engage enfin l\ ~tablir,con
form6ment au droit des gens, avec tous les autres
Etats membres de la Communaut6, des relations
de coop~ration, de solidarit~, et d'entraide."

85. La R6publique du Niger est un Etat d~mocratique
et lalque. La souverainet6 nationale appartient au
peuple qui l'exerce, soit par ses repr6sentants, soit
par la voie du r~f6rendum. Sont ~lecteurs tous les
citoyens majeurs des deux sexes.

86. Les institutions comprennent le gouvernement,
l'AssembIee l~gislative, l'autorit~ judiciaire., la Cour
d'Etat, la Haute Cour de justice, le Conseil 6co
nomique et social et les coIlectivit6s territoriales
cr66es par la loi.

87. Le pouvoir ex~cutif appartient au Pr~sident du
Conseil investi par I'Assembl~e 16gislative au d~but

de chaque 16gislature, le pouvoir 16gislatif 11 I'As
sembl6e ~lue pour cinq ans au suffrage universel et
direct.

88. La R6publique, a. qui sa position ~ographique

impose de· coo~rer avec ses voisins dans le domaine
des communications, a sign~ d~s sa naissance un
certain nombre d'accords: celui du 30 mai 1959 as
sure sa participation au Conseil de I 'Entente qui
pr6voit entre Niger, COte-d'Ivoire, Haute-Volta et
Dahomey la cr~ation d'un pont de solidarit6, une
union douani~re et l'harmonisation de la fiscalit6. Le
protocole d'accord conclu, d'autre part, le 5 juiIlet
1959, avec la R~publique du Dahomey, porte prin
cipalement sur l'exploitation du chemin de fer du
Benin-Niger et du port de Cotonou.

89. Certes, dans cette R6publique du Niger, pays
en grande partie saharien, 6loign~ des ports et des
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chemins de fer, l'~conomie d~pend essentiellement
des voies d'~vacuation.Mais l'avion ouvre des possi
biliMs nouvelles en ce domaine. La viande fratche
nig~rienne est d~sormais descendue par avion-cargo
vers la cOte.

90. L'~levage, avec un cheptel de 8 millions det~tes,

est en effet la principale richesse de cette nation. n
donne lieu II un commerce important avec la COte
d'lvoire, le Dahomey et la Ni~ria.

91. Cultiv~e principalement dans la partie orientale,
I 'arachide repr~sente une exportation .annuelle d'en
viron 100.000 tonnes, II laquelle s'ajoute la vente
d'une certaine quantit~ d'huile trait{,e. Grace II ces
deux exportations, auxquelles s'ajoutent celles, secon
daires, du kapok, de la gomme, des peaux, le com
merce ext~rieur de la R~publique du Niger, bien
qu'encore modeste, est exc{'dentaire.
92. Enfin, le mil dans le Bud, le manioc, le mars,
les patates douces, sont les principales cultures
vivri~res. On trouve {,galement de magnifiques pal
meraies dans les oasis de l'Arr et de l'Azaouad.
L'~conomie du pays est done parfaitement saine.

93. Les deux premiers plans quadriennaux du Fonds
de d~veloppement et d'investissement, pour lesquels
ce pays a re~u une dizaine de milliards, ont port~
principalement sur l'hydraulique rurale, l'aide au
paysannat, les grands axes routiers vers Zinder et
la Ni~ria, les ~tablissements sanitaires et d'en
seignement. En outre, un grand pont construit II hau
teur du port fluvial de Gaya, a rattacM le r~seau

routier nig~rien II celui du Dahomey. Aujourd'hui, la
R6publique du Niger possMe 18.000 kilom~tres de
routes et pistes et dispose de 18 a6rodromes, dont
celui de Niamey.

94. Les membres du Conseil de s~curit~ ne peuvent
qu'accueillir favorablement la demande d'ac1Inission
de la R~publique du Niger [S/4429].

95. Vieux pays par les souvenirs du pass~, jeune
nation par ses institutions, cet Etat s 'est fixe, comme
ses voisins du Conseil de l'Entente, des buts nobles
et ~lev~s. Son id6al est celui de la Cha.rte, et autant
que tout autre, la R~publique du Niger est pr~te llle
d6fendre au sein de notre organisation.

96. La R6publique du Tchad est devenue independante
le 13 juillet 1960. Cette ind6pendance a {'Mproclam6e
le 11 aotlt.
97. A l'est du lac qui lui a donn~ son nom, la R{,
publique du Tchad ~tend son immense trap~ze de
1.300.000 kilom~tres carr~s II la fois sur les zones
saharienne et sahelienne aux steppes desertiques,
pays des dunes de sable et des hautes IJ?ontagnes
d~chiquet{,es du Tibesti, et sur celle, tropicale ou
soudanienne, aux vastes prairies. Le Tchad est ainsi
une zone de rencontre qui fait vivre 2.600.000 habi
tants, entre lesquels s'op~re la syntMse des s~den

taires noirs du sud et des nomades du nord.

98. En 1898, le Fran~ais Emile Gentil parvient au
lac Tchad par la voie fluviale et signe un trait~ d'al
liance avec Gaourang, suzeI'ain de Baguirmi. En
1900, il fait sa jonction II Kousseri avec la mission
Foureau-Lamy venue du nord et la mission Joalland
Meynier venue de l'ouest. Fort-Lamy est bientOt
cr~6 et la pr6sence fran~aise fait cesser les razzias
fr6quentes dont souffrait le pays.
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94. I feel confident that members of the Security
Council will welcome the application for admission
from the Republic of the Niger [S/4429].

95. An old country in terms of its past history and
a young nation in terms of its institutions, this state,
like its neighbolll's in the Council of the Entente, has
set itself high and laudable objectives. Its ideal is
that of the Charter, and the Republic of the Niger is
as ready as any other nation to uphold this ideal
within our Organization.
96. The Republic of Chad became independent on
13 July 1960. Its independence was formally pro
claimed on 11 August.

97. The Republic, which is shaped like an immense
trapeZium with an area of 1,300,000 square kilo
metres, lies to the east of the lake from which it
takes its name. It stretches from the arid desert
regions of the Sahara and the Sahel, a land of sand
dunes and the high jagged mountains of the Tibesti,
to the vast grasslands of the tropical or Sudane~e

region. Chad with its 2.6 million inhabitants is there
fore a meeting-ground where the settled black popu
lation of the south mingles with the northern nomads.

98. In 1898, Emile Gentil, a Frenchman, reached
Lake Chad by river and signed a treaty of alliance
with Gaorang, suzerain of Baguirmi. At Kousseri, in
1900, he met the Foureau-Lamy mission comingfrom
the north and the Joalland-Meynier mission coming
from the west. Fort Lamy was established soon
afterwards and the presence of the French put an end
to the frequent raids from which the country had
suffered.

93. The work carried out under the first two four
year plans of the Development and Investment Fund,
for which the country received some 10,000 million
francs, mainly related to rural water development,
aid to peasant farmers, construction of the main
highways to Zinder and Nigeria, medical institutions
and education. A large bridge was also built at the
river port of Gaya, linking the road system of the
Niger with that of Dahomey. The Republic of the
Niger nOw has 18,000 kilometres of roads and tracks
and eighteen airfields, including that of Niamey.

ways, outlets are, of course, vital to its economy.
But air transport is opening up new prospects in this
respect and fresh meat from the Niger is now being
taken down to the coast by car~ aircraft.

92. The main food crops are millet in the south,
cassava, maize and sweet potatoes. There are also
fine palm-groves in the oases of Aii' and Azaouad.
The' country's economy is therefore quite sound.

90. The main wealth of tho nation is its cattle, of
which there l!-re 8 million hf~ad. They form the basis
of an extensive trade with the Ivory Coast, Dahomey
and Nigeria.

91. About 100,000 tons of ground-nuts, which are
grown mainly in the eastern part of the country, are
exported annually; a certain amount of processed oil
is also sold. Thanks to these two exports and to less
important exports of kapok, gum and hides, the ex
ternal trade of the Republic of the Niger shows a
surplus, although it is still small in volume.
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99. Chad demonstrated its gratitude forty years 99. Le Tchad en a manifest6, quarante ans plus
later, when it was the first of the African States to tard, sa reconnaissance, lorsqu'il a ete le premier
rally to Free France. This historic decision was de tous les Etats africains II rallier la France libre.
taken on 26 August 1940 by its forceful black Gover- C'est le 26 aoftt 1940 que son 6nergique Gouverneur
nor, F6lix Ebou6. Captain Leclerc's valiant men, who noir, F6lix Ebou6, prend cette d6cision historique.
were to be the first to enter Paris, set out from Chad. C'est du Tchad que partent ensuite les valeureuses
Today the ashes of F6lix Ebou6 lie in the PantMon in troupes command6es par le capitaine Leclerc, qui
Paris, beside those of Schoelcher, the great champion devaient atre les premi~res II entrer dans Paris.
of Negro liberation. AUjourd'hui, les cendres de F6lix Ebou6 reposent

II Paris, au Panth6on, cOte II cOte avec celles de
Schrelcher, le grand apatre de la liberation des noirs.

100. In 1946, the suffrage was introduced in Chad. 100. En 1946, le Tchad se voit octroyer le droit de
The country elected its first territorial assembly and vote, il 6lit sa premi~re assemb16e territoriale et
sent some outstanding men to the French Parliament. envoie au Parlement fran9ais des personnaliMs mar-
I can find no more striking summary of its subse- quantes. De l'6volution ult6rieure que vous con
quent development, with which the Council is already naissez, je ne pourrais 6tablir de raccourci plus
familiar, than that given by Mr. Tombalbaye, Presi- saisissant que celui qui figure dans l'allocution pro
dent of the Republic of Chad, in his speech on 13 July nonc6e le 13 juillet 1960 par M. Tombalbaye, le
1960: Pr6sident de la: R6publique du Tchad:

"Immediately after victory was achieved, France, "Au lendemain de la victoire, la France, fid~le

faithful to its traditions, invited the overseas coun- 11 ses traditions, a demand6 aux pays africains
tries in Africa to send their representatives to the d'outre-mer d'envoyer leurs repr6sentants au Par-
French Parliament. During the past fifteen years, lement fran9ais. Et cleat ainsi que, dans les 15
the French nation has encouraged our States to take derni~res ann6es, la nation fran9aise a convi6 nos
part in public affairs. This policy has had fruitful Etats 11 s'int6resser aux affaires publiques. Les
results: there have been no serious conflicts and r6sultats en sont fructueux: pas de division grave,
no bloodshed. " pas d'effusion de sang."

101. The first Government of Chad was set up on 101. C'est du 15 mai 1957 que date le premier Gou
15 May 1957 under Mr. Gabriel Lisette, leader of the vernement tchadien, confi6 alors llM. Gabriel Lisette,
"Parti progressiste tchadien", who was to become a qui deviendra ministre et conseiller II Paris, et qui
Minister and Councillor in Paris. pr6side aux destin6es du Parti progressiste tchadien.

102. After the constitutional referendum of Septem- 102. Apr~s le r6f6rendum constitutionnel de sep
ber 1958, the Republic was proclaimed on 28 Novem- tembre 1958, la R6publique est proclam~ le 28 no
ber and the Provisional Government was confirmed vembre et le Gouvernement provisoire confirm6 le
on 10 December. Between February and June 1959, 10 d6cembre. Entre f6vrier et juin 1959, ont lieu
there were a number of ministerial changes and the plusieurs changements minist6riels, qui voient se
former Senator Contchome Sahoulba, Mr. Ahmed succMer II la tate de la R6publique l'ancien s6nateur
Koulmallah and Mr. Fran90is Tombalbaye succeeded Contchome Sahoulba, M. Ahmed Koulmallah et M.
one another as Heads of State. Fran90is Tombalbaye.
103. Mr. Tombalbaye was elected Head of the provi- 103. Elu chef du gouvernement provisoire le 26 mars
sional Government on 26 March 1959 and continued 1959, M. Tombalbaye conserve la pr6sidence du pre
to lead the first Government set up after the adoption mier gouvernement d6sign6 apr~s 1'adoption de la
of the Constitution and the election of Parliament on constitution et l'61ection du parlement, le 31 mai 1959.
31 May 1959. The four main political parties are Ace gouvernement de coalition participent les quatre
collaborating in this coalition Government. principaux partis politiques.
104. The Constitution was adopted on 31 March 1959. 104. Vot6e le 31 mars 1959, la Constitution 6voque
Its preamble refers to the defence of the rights of dans Son pr6ambule la d6fense des droit de 1'homme
man and public freedoms, and to the separation of et des libert6s publiques et la s6paration des pou
powers. Chad is an indivisible, democratic and social voirs. Le Tchad est une r6publique indivisible, d6mo
republic. Under the terms of the Constitution, all cratique et sociale. La Constitution reconna1't comme
power is based on the sovereignty of the people, who fondement de tout pouvoir la souverainet6 du peuple,
exercise it through their elected representatives or qui 1'exerce par ses l'epr6sentants 61us ou par le
by way of referendum. The principle laid down is r6f6rendum. Le principe est le gouvernement du
government of the people, by the people and for the peuple, par le peuple et pour le peuple. Le gouverne
people. The Government is resp.onsible to the elected ment est responsable devant l'assemb16e 16gislative
Legislative Assembly. 61ue.
105. The powers of Head of State and Head of the 105. n y a r6union des pouvoirs de chef de l'Etat et
Government are vested in a single individual, the de chef du gouvernement en une mame personne, le
Prime Minister. The Head of the Government has premier ministre. Le chef du gouvernement detient
the power to make regulations and is also head of all le pouvoir reglementaire, est le chef' de toutes les
branches of the administration. He appoints all State administrations, nomme 11 tous les emplois de 1'Etat,
officials and is responsible for public order. He veille II l'ordre public. n promulgue les lois et pel:1t,
promulgates the laws and may call for a second avant promulgation, en demander une deuxi~me lec-
reading of any law before its promulgation. He may ture. n met fin aux fonctions des ministres en conseil
dismiss any minister in the Council of Ministers. des ministres.

106. The Government may dissolve the Legislative 106. Le gouvernement a. le pouvoir de dissoudre
Asssmbly. a single bouse wblcb exercises the law- 16 l'assemb~ 16g1slall.... assemb16e unJque qui d6tienl ~
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making power. Deputies are elected by direct and
secret universal suffrage for a maximum term' of
five years.

107. A Constitutional Court rules onthe constitution
alityof a law before its promulgation andthe decision
of this Court is final. The judiciary is organized so
as to ensure its independence of the executive and the
legislature, in accordance with the principle of the
separation of powers which is tradition&l in French
law. There is an Economic and Social Council which
advises on any problems and On any plans or draft
legislation dealing with economic or social matters.
SUch is the unquestionably democratic Constitution
which the Republic of Chad has adopted.

108. Although Chad is largely a Saharan country, it
serves as a population reservoir for neighbouring
states. Despite its isolation in the heart of the con
tinent, there is also considerable economic activity,
which is primarily based on agriculture. The main
source of the country's wealth is cotton, which was
only recently introduced, and the people of Chad pay
close attention to the world prices on which their
foreign trade depends. The cotton they produce, to
gether with that of the neighbouring Central African
Republic, would supply the mills of a country like
France for two months. Cotton alone provides a
livelihood for 950,000 workers.

109. Chad's second source of wealth is stock-breed
ing. With its great herds of cattle, which have been
valued at 80,000 million francs, it can supply meat
not only to Central Mrica but also to North Mrica.
The Republic of Chad might thus one day become an
African Argentina. Its cattle is exported intwo forms:
on the hoof at the rate of about 200,000 head a year
and in the form of frozen meat transported by air.
Eight companies fly meat to neighbouring countries.

110. There is also a small foreign trade in sheep.
The model sheep-runs in the AMcM region are im
proving the stock and introducing astrakhan sheep.
The laboratories at Fort Lamy supply the whole of
the area once included in French Equatorial Mrica
with all the vaccine it needs.

111. About 80,000 workers are employed in industry
and handicrafts, mainly in the country's .twenty-five
cotton-ginning plants, in the ground-nut and cotton
seed oil mills, in COld-storage slaughterhouses such
as those at Farcha, Fort Lamy and Fort Archambault
and in the power-stations built under the secondfour
year plan of FIDES. The Fort Lamy thermal station
was.opened in 1955 and the Ab6cM station in 1959.

112. The development of such a vast country hinges
upon transport facilities. Road transportation, for
which 30,000 kUometres of carriage road are avail
able, thus pIa: 'S an important part in the country's
economy, 50 per cent of its trade being carried by
road.

113. Chad is in a better position to develop air
transport than most neighbouring countries. It has
ten airfields, including that of Fort Lamy, which
handles 13,000 tons of freight a year.
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le pouvoir l6gislatif et dont les d6putes sont 6lus au
suffrage universel direct et secret pour une dur6e
egale au maximum! cinq ans.

107. Une Cour constitutionnelle connatt souveraine
ment de la constitutionnalit6 des lois avant leur pro
mulgation. Le pouvoir judiciaire est organis6 de telle
sorte que son independance soit assuree vis-a-vis de
l'ex6cutif et du l6gislatif, conform6ment au principe
de la separation des pouvoirs, traditionnel du droit
fran~ais. Un conseil economique et social est charge
de donner son avis sur tout probl~me et sur tout
plan ou projet de loi de programme ! caract~re eco
nomique et social. Telle est la constitution indis
cutablement democratique que s'est donnee la Re
publique du Tchad.

108. Bien que pays en grande partie saharien, le
Tchad n'en est pas moins un r6servoir de population
pour les Etats voisins. Malgre son isolement au
coour du continent, il jouit, en outre, d'une vie eco
nomique assez active, dominee par l'agriculture. Le
coton, ignor6 il y a peu de temps, constitue la grande
richesse du pays et les Tchadiens suivent avec atten
tion les cours mondiaux dont d6pend leur commerce
exterieur. Augmente de celui de la Republique cen
trafricaine voisine, ce coton suffirait ! alimenter
pendant deux mois les tissages d'un pays comme la
France. n fait vivre ! lui seul 950.000 travailleurs.

109. La deuxi~me richesse du Tchad est 1'6levage.
Les grands troupeaux de booufs, qui forment un capi
tal evalu6 II 80 milliards de francs, peuvent fournir
en viande non seulement l'Mrique centrale, mais
aussi l'Mrique du Nord. La R6publique tchadienne
pourrait ainsi devenir un jour une Argentine afri
caine. L'exportation se fait sous deux formes, d'une
part le betail sur pied, soit 200.000 t@tes par an,
d'autre part l'exp6dition par avion de viande con
ge16e. Huit societes pratiquent celle-ei vers des pays
voisins.
110. Le cheptel ovin fait egalement l'objet d'un petit
commerce en dehors du territoire. Les bergeries
mod~les de la region d'AMcM procMent ! l'amelio
ration des races et II l'introduction de l'astrakan.
Enfin, les laboratoires de Fort-Lamy couvrent lesbe
soins en vaccin de l'ensemble de l'ancienne Mrique
Equatoriale franQaise.
111. La production industrielle et artisanale, qui
emploie environ 80.000 personnes, porte essentielle
ment sur 1'6grenage du coton qui occupe 25 usines,
les huileries d'arachide et de graines de coton, les
abattoirs frigorifiques comme ceux de Farcha, 11
Fort-Lamy, ou de Fort-Archambault, et enfin les
usines 6lectriques construites dans le cadre du
deuxi~me plan quadriennal du FIDES. La centrale
thermique de Fort-Lamy a 6te ouverte en 1955, celle
d'AMcM en 1959.

112. La mise en valeur d'un pays aussi vaste d6pend
en priorit6 des transports. C'est pourquoi le trafic
routier, qui peut utiliser 30.000 kilom~tres de voies
carrossables, tient une place importante dans l'6co
nomie et assure 50 pour 100 du commerce.

113. Quant aux transports a6riens, ils fournissent
au Tchad des possibilit6s rarement atteintes dans
les pays voisins. n existe 10 aerodromes, dont celui
de Fort-Lamy, qui manipule 13.000 tonnes de fret
par an.



114. The problem of outlets, which is of crucial im
portance to the Republic, can be solved only by the
grant of foreign credits. France has decided to con
tinue to make funds available for this purpose, as it
has done in the past. There are two rival major rail
way projects, the Douala-Chad and the Bangui-Chad
lines. Plans for the latter line have already been
completed.

115. Long a meeting point for nomads, where for
centuries the products of the East were exchanged
for those of tropical Africa, Chad is now one of the
most active areas in independent Africa and one in
which traditional practices are providing the basis
for the development of modern techniques. Thepoliti
cal leaders of this state have shown their strength
of character and are the true representatives of those
who elected them. There is no doubt that Chad will be
capable of occupying its due place in the great family
of nations.

116. A land of contrasts, Ubangi-8hari, which has
become the Central African Republic, was the his
torical crossroads of the explorers who set out
to cross what was then darkest Africa. A country
steeped in tradition, this territory has emerged from
its age-long isolation thanks to modern means of
communication linking it with the sea 1,000 kilo
metres away.

117. This remoteness and the length of time re
quired to travel up the rivers explains why the de
velopment of the area did not effectively begin until
the end of the nineteenth century. From 1908 onwards,
while the country was being opened up economically,
steps were being taken to complete its administrative
organization, the immediate effect being to bring
peace and security to peoples who had previously
been the victims of constant iJivasions and forays on
the part of neighbouring potentates. In 1918 a start
was made on a capital equipment programme and on
the construction of a road system, which is now
exceptionally well developed.

118. The Second World War did not leaye Ubangi
uncommitted. On 5 September 1940 the territory
joined the Free French and was therefore involved
in the intense activity which took place in Equatorial
Africa until the liberation of metropolitan France.

119. In 1946, after the Brazzaville Conference,
the ftland of Ubangift, to use the words of one of its
leaders, ftreceived its charterft-the suffrage, elected
assemblies and representation in the French Parlia
ment. As everyone is aware, major political reforms
were introduced at this time, which, in Ubangi-Shari
as in almost all territories, culminated in autonomy
under the ftloi-cadre ft , enacted in 1956.

120. On 14 May 1957, the Ubangi Assembly elected
the country's first Government, which was led by
Mr. Abel Goumba, who also became Minister of
Finance and Planning.

!
114. Le probl~me des voies d'6vacuation est d'une' ,..•.1.'

importance primordiale pour la R~publiquedu Tchad.
n ne peut ~tre r6s01u que par une injection de c7.'~dits r'
ext~rieurs. La France est d~cid6e II y contribuer de
main comme par le pass~. Deux grands projets de
voies ferrees sont en competition, 1'un, le Douala
Tchad, l'autre, le Bangui-Tchad. Les etudes de ce
c..ernier trace sont deja achevees.

115. Longte1JlPs carrefour du nomadisme, 011 pen
dant des si~cles ont 6t6 ~chang6s les produits de
l'Orient avec ceux de l'Afrique tropicale, le Tchad
est aujourd'hui un des centres les plus vivants de
1I Afrique ind6pendante. La technique moderne s'y
inspire des grands courants traditionnels. Cet Etat
a montr~ la force de caract~re de ses chefs polt
tiques, fid~les images de ceux qui les 6lisent, et
saura, II n'en pas douter, prendre la place qui doit
~tre la sienne dans la grande famille des nations.

116. Pays de contrastes, l'Oubangui-Chari, devenu
la R6publique centrafricaine, a ~t6 le carrefour his
torique des d6couvreurs lanc6s II travers ce qui 6tait
alo:r:s l'Afrique myst6rieuse. Pays de traditions, ce
terrltoire a rompu son isolement mill~naire grllce
aux moyens, de communication modernes qui le rap
prochent de la mer, distante de 1.000 kilom~tres.

117. Cet ~loignement, la longueur de la remont6e
des 'fleuves expliquent que le d6veloppement de ces
r~gions n'ait vraiment commenc6 quIll la fin du
XIX~me si~cle. Des 1908, tandis que 1'~conomie du
pays prend son" essor, s'ach~ve 1'organisation ad
ministrative, dont le r6sultat imm~diat est d'apporter
la paix et la s~curit6 11 des populations qui avaient dO.
subir les invasions incessantes et les razzias de
potentats voisins. En 1918, d~butent l'ex6cution d'un
programme d'outillage et la cr~ation d'un r6seau
routier aujourd'hui remarquablement d6velopp6s.

118. La seconde guerre mondiale ne laisse pas
indiff6rent l'Oubangui: le 5 septembre 1940, le terri
toire se rallie 11 la France combattante et participe
d~sormais II la vie intense que m~ne l'Afrique ~qua

toriale jusqu'll la lib~ration du territoire m6tropolt
tain franc;ais.

119. En 1946, apr~s la Conf6rence de Brazzaville,
ftla terre oubanguienneft , selon le mot d'un de ses
dirigeants, ftrec;oit sa charteft: droit de suffrage,
assembl6es 61ues, envoi au Parlement franc;ais de
d6put6s. On sait l'importance des r6formes politiques
instaur6es 11 cette ~poque, qui aboutissent presque
toutes, notamment en Oubangui-Chari, lll'autonomie
de la ftloi-cadre ft vot~e en 1956.

120. Le 14 mai 1957, l'Assemblee oubanguienne 6lit
le premier gouvet'nement du pays. La direction en
revient II M. Abel Goumba qui se charge en m~me
temps du portefeuille des finances et du plan.

121. After the referendum of 28 September 1958 121. Apr~s le rM6rendum du 28 septembre 1958,
Ubangi took the name of the Central African Republic l'Oubangui prend le nom de R6publique centrafricaine
and elected Mr. Barth61emy Boganda as head of its et place II la t~te de son gouvernement provisoire
provisional Government. Mr. Boganda, who had been M. BartMlemy Boganda. Celui-ei, qui a sieg6 depuis
a member of Parliament since 1946, was the leader of 1946 au Parlement, preside le Mouyement d'eman-
the Mouvement d'emancipation sociale de l'Afrique cipation sociale de l'Afrique noire, parti original
noire, a new party unconnected with the large politi- n'ayant aucun lien avec les grandes organisations
c'al organizations which spread to all parts of Black politiques qui se sont 6tendues II 1'ensemble de

18

.. _.1 ...



-[
I
1

l'une '1
,'I

}had. .,
n

Mits V
~ de-
;s de
lala-
le ce

pen-
;s de
'chad
;s de
i sly
Etat

poU-
It, et
i doit

~venu

his-
~tait

3, ce
~~ce

rap-

>nt~e

i ces
n du
le du
I ad-
)rter
nt dtl
IS de
d'un

,seau

pas
~rri

icipe
,qua
poli-

ville,
l ses
rage,
is de
lques
lsque
omie

~ ~lit

In en
1~me

1958,
~aine

30ire
epuis
man
ginal
tions
e de

Africa during the period of French administration.
The Constitution was adopted on 16 February 1959
and fresh elections of deputies to the Assembly were
held on 5 and 26 April of that year.

122. The young Republic had meanwhile suffered a
grievous loss. On 29 March 1959 President Boganda
died tragically in an aircraft accident. The sudden
death of this outstanding man, who was dedicated to
the service of his country and his fellow citizens, was
mourned by the whole nation. The mantle of Mr.
Boganda then passed to his supporter, Mr. David
Dacko. At thirty, one of the youngest chiefs of State,
Mr. Dacko has assumed the task of leading his coun
try towards independence within the framework of
institutions freely chosen by the population.

123. The Constitution of the Central African RepUb
lic refers in its preamble to the rights of man, the
principles proclaimed by the Constitution of the Com
munity and the objective of African unity. It provides,
inter alia, that in this democratic and secular state,
the people exercise their sovereignty" through their
representatives or by way of referendum. All citiZfns
of both sexes have the right to vote.

124. The institutions comprise the Government, the
Legislative Assembly, the judiciary and the statutory
organs of local government. "

125. Economic life is based mainly on agriculture.
Clearing does not constitute a serious problem. The
vegetation consists of gallery forest, this being a
transitional zone between the savanna that begins in
the north towards Chad, and the great equatorial
forest characteristic of the Congo and, more particu
larly, of Gabon with its oppressive heat.

126. The principal crops grown by the 1,177,000
inhabitants of the Republic are ground-nuts and cas
sava. Coffee, tobacco, rubber, cotton and sisal plan
tations have been opened up along the Ubangi River.
Natural palm-groves are also exploited. Coffee and
cotton constitute more than 50 per cent of the coun
try's exports, the latter crop being the more im
portant.

127. Diamonds are third b importance. The deposits
were first l~;{t'rked in 1913, tn t;,l;;~ Yppy region. From
1931 onwards production w!';,s rapidly expanded in the
Mamb6r6 and Kotto basins, reaching a peakof 150,000
carats in 1952, after which it gradually declined to
its present level of approximately 90,000 carats. This
drop is due to the exhaustion of the alluvial deposits
as well as to the development of s'ome illicit trading.
In order to meet these two threats, the Government
of the Central African Republic has started a large
scale research programme and taken vigorous steps
to stamp out the illicit trade.

128. The economy of the Central African Republic
shows an adverse trade balance. Thanks to assistance
from FIDES and subsequently from the Fonds d'aide
et de coopllration de la Communaut6, it has so far
proved possible to cover the deficit and make invest
ments.

129. As a result, active steps have been taken to
develop the infra-structure. The Boali electric plant
on the M'Bali was brought into operation inMay 1955,
under the second four-year plan. Extension work on
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l'Afrique .!toire lorsqu'elle 6tait administr~e par la
France. La Constitution est adopt~e le 16 f~vrier

1959 et les d~put6s de l'Assemb16e renvoy~s devant
les urnes le 5 et le 26 avril de la m@me annee.

122. Entre-temps, la jeune R6publique venait d'eprou
ver une perte cruelle: le 29 mars 1959, le president
Boganda disparaissait tragiquement dans un accident
d'avion: La mort soudaine de cette personnalite mar
quante, d6vouee au service du pays et de ses con
citoyens, fut un deuil national. C'est :l M. David
Dacko, disciple et continuateur de Boganda et 1'un
des plus jeunas parmi les chefs d'Etat puisqu'il vient
d'avoir 30 ans, quIll appartient desormais de con
duire son pays sur les chemins de 1'independance,
dans le cadre d'institutions librement choisies par la
population.

123. La Constitution de la R6publique centrafricaine
evoque dans son preambule les droits de 1'homme,
les principes proclames par la Constitution de la
Communaute et l'aspiration :l l'unite africaine. Elle
contiemt notamment les dispositions suivantes: dans
cet Etat d6mocratique et lai'que, le peuple exerce sa
souverainete par ses representants ou par voie de
referendum. Tous les citoyens des delL'C sexes sont
61ecteurs.

124. Les institutions comprennent le gouvernement,
l'Assemb16e legislative, l'autorit6 jUdiciaire et les
collectivites territoriales cr6ees par la 101.

125, La vie 6conomique est, avant tout, fond6e sur
I 'agriculture. Celle-ci ne pose pas de grand pro
bleme de defrichement. La vegetation est celle de la
for@t galerie, transition entre la savane qui appara1't
dans le nord - vers" le Tchad - et 1'oppressante
chaleur de la grande for@t 6quatoriale du Congo et
surtout du Gabon.

126. Les 1.177.000 habitants de la Republique culti
vent principalement l'arachide et le manioc. Des
plantations de caf6, de tabac, d'Mv6as, de coton et
de sisal se sont developplles le long de 1'Oubangui.
La palmeraie naturelle est 6galement bien exploitee.
Le caf6 et surtout le coton constituent plUS de 50 pour
100 des exportations.

127. En troisi~me ligne, figure le diamant. L'exploi
tation des gisements a commenc6 en ;1.913, dans la
region d'Yppy. Elle a connu, :l partir de 1931, dans
le bassin de la Mamb6re et de la Kotto, un essor
rapide atteignant un maximum, en 1952, de 150.000
carats, pour retomber progressivement :l son niveau
actuel qui s'ell~ve :l environ 90.000 carats. Cette
baisse est due :ll'epuisement des gisements alluvion
naires, aussi bien qu'au d6veloppement d'un certain
trafic frauduleux. Conscient de ces deux menaces,
le Gouvernement centrafricain a lance un important
programme de recherches et adopte de s6v~res me
sures der6pressibn de la fraude.

128. L'economie de la R6publique centrafricaine se
traduit par une balance commerciale deficitaire.
L'aide du FIDES, puis du Fonds d'aide et de coop6ra
tion de la Communaute a jusqu'ici permis de compen
ser le deficit et de proc~der :l des investissements.

129. C'est ainsi que l'infrastructure a ~te active
ment poussee. Dans le cadre du deuxi~me plan
quadriennal, 1'usine 61ectrique de Boali, sur le
M'Bali, a 6t6 mise en service en mai 1955. Les tra-



this project will soon double the' installed capacity,
which is now 3,200 kilowatts, and make it possible to
supply Bangui and its new industries. The town has
oil mills, breweries and, most important of all, a
textile factory producing 2 million metres of cotton
fabric. There are also twenty-two cotton ginning
plants and eleven saw-mms. Cattle raising is being
developed on the savanna of the plateaux.

130. The objectives of a new development plan are
to increase production from the coffee plantations
ten-fold by raising it to 50,000 tons in ten years, to
raise the output of cotton fibre substantially and to
double the sales of ground-nuts.

131. The Republic's road system, which covers
20,000 km, is exceptionally well developed. The main
highways lead to Chad, the Sudan and Douala in Came
roun. The main project for a railway linking Bangui
to Chad should make it possible to increase the out
put of cotton, coffee and ground-nuts. The navigable
waterways comprise, first, the Congo and the Ubangi
which, between Brazzaville and Bangui-a distance of
about 1,:'00 kilometres-can accommodate powered
convoys of barges with a capacity of 800 tons, and
secondly, the Sangha, which can handle seasonal
traffic.

132. Lastly, there is a regular international airline
service to. the Central African Republic, which also
has internal airlines connecting Bangui, Bambari and
Bangassou.

133. Twenty hospitals and medical centres, and
thirty dispensaries and clinics provide the population
with free medical care. Two hundred and fifty edu
cational establishments, of which fifteen are second
ary schools and seventeen provide technical training,
ensure steady progress in the educational field.

134. The agreements for the transfer of powers,
which made the Central African Republic a sovereign
and independent state, were signed on 13 July 1960
and independence was proclaimed on 13 August.

135. The Republic of the Congo, with its capital at
Brazzaville, was proclaimed by a Constitutional Law
of 28 November 1958 and its independence was cele
brated on 15 August 1960.

136, I should like to refer briefly to the historic
significance of Brazzaville, the Congolese capital, as
one of the great cities of freedom. The town, led by
Colonel de Larminat, rallied to General de Gaulle on
28 August 1940 and soon became the capital of France
,at war. With its ports, its airfields and its material
and human resources, the area then known as the
Middle Congo made a great contribution to the allied
war effort.

137. In January 1944, the Brazzaville Conference,
convened by the leader of Free France while the
war was still in progress, recommended that "steps
should be taken to associate the African peoples in
the conduct of their own affairs...". This message
brought Africa the hope of a new birth.

138. In 1946 this principle was applied by the grant
ing of citizenship to all, Christian, Moslem and ani
mist alike. At the same time, elected assemblies
were set up and their powers were gradually extended
far beyond those traditionally enjoyed by French
"conseils ~n6raux", while elected Africans were
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vaux d'agrandissement de cet ouvrage en doubleront
bientOt la puissance install6e, qui est aujourd'hui de
3.200 kilowatts et permet d'alimenter Bangui et ses
industries naissantes. La ville poss~de, en effet, des
huileries, des brasseries et, surtout, une usine textile
qui produit deux millions de m~tres de cotonnades.
n existe, d'autre part, 22 usines d'6grenage du coton
et 11 scieries. Quant 1l1'6levage, il va se d6veloppant
sur la savane des plateaux.

130. Un nouveau plan de d6veloppement envisage de
d6cupler la production caf6i~re en la portant, en 10
ans, 11 50.000 tonnes, d'augmenter sensiblement la
production de coton fibre et de doubler les ventes
d'arachide.

131. Le r6seau routier de la R6publique est remar
quablement d6velopp6. Les principaux axes de ses
20.000 km sont diri~s vers le Tchad, vers le Soudan
et vers Douala au Cameroun. Le grand projet de
voies ferr6es reliant Bangui au Tchad permettrait de
d6velopper la production de coton, de caf6 et d'ara
chide. Les voies navigables comprennent d'abord le
Congo et l'Oubangui qui, entre Brazzaville et Bangui,
regoivent, sur 1.200 kilom~tres,des convois "puls6s"
de p6niches de 800 tonnes de charge utile, ensuite la
Sangha qui assure un trafic saisonnier.

132. Enfin, la R6publique centrafricaine est des
servie r6guli~rement par les avions long-courriers
et poss~de des lignes int6rieures, notamment la liai
son Bangui-Bambari-Bangassou.

133. Vingt hOpitaux et centres m6dicaux, une tren
taine de dispensaires et d'infirmeries, fournissent
aux populations l'assistance m6dicale gratuite. Deux
cent-einquante 6tablissements d'enseignement, dont
15 pour le second degr6, et 17 centres techniques,
assurent une scolarisation en progr~s constant.

134. Le 13 jUillet 1960 ont 6t6 sign6s les accords
de transfert de comp6tence qui font de la R6publique
centrafricaine un Etat souverain et ind6pendant, et
cette ind6pendance a 6t6 proclam6e le 13 auQt.

135. Une loi constitutionnelle du 28 novembre 1958 a
proclam6 la R6publique du Congo, avec pour capitale
Brazzaville, et son ind6pendance a 6t6 consacr6e le
15 aoQt 1960.

136. Je me permettrai d'6voquer bri~vement le des
tin historique de la capitale congolaise, Brazzaville,
haut lieu de la libert6. C'est le 28 aoQt 1940 que,
sous 1'impulsion du colonel de Larminat, la ville se
rallie au g6n6ral de Gaulle et fait rapidement figure
de capitale de la France en guerre. Par ses ports,
par ses a6rodromes, par ses richesses naturelles et
humaines, ce que 1'on appelait alors le Moyen-Congo
contribue efficacement lll'effort de guerre a11i6.

137. En janvier 1944, convoqu6e en pleine guerre
par le chef de la France libre, la Conference de
Brazzaville recommande' que "les populations afri:'
caines soient amen~es 11 s'associer ilIa direction de
leurs propres affaires ... ". Ce message apporte 11
l'Afrique 1'esp6rance d'une r6novation.

138. En 1946, en application des principes ainsi pro
clam6s, le droit de cit6 est accord6 a tous, qu'ils
soient chr6tiens, musulmans ou animistes. Dans le
m~me temps, des assemb16es 6lues s'installent et
voient pro~ressivement s'6tendre leurs comp6tences
bien au-delh des attributions classiques des conseiIs
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144. Comme au Gabon yoisin, les reasources princi
pales proviennent de la grande for@t qui couvre 22
millions d'hectaree. Ce ne sont plus les es~cespre
cieuses (iroko, 6nene, acajou) qui sont aUjourd'hui
surtout exploit6es, mais 1'0koum6 et le limba. De
grands efforts ont 6t6 accomplis d6jll pDur d6velopper
les bois 16gers (parasolier et fromager) susceptibles
de donner naissance II l'industrie de la pllte 11 papier.

145. Le palmier ;l huile des r6gions du stanley
Pool, du Niari et de la Likouala-Mossaka fournit la
deuxi~me production du pay-so L'usine d'6puration de
Pointe-Noire produit 5.000 tonnes d'huile par an et
7.000 tonnes de palmistes.

g6n6raux i- an~ais, tandis qu~est activement pouss6e
la participation des 61us africains II la gestion des
affaires publiques. La loi-eadre de 1956 et la cr6a
tion de gouvernements autonomes marquent, dans ces
transformations politiques, une 6talle d6cisive.

139. Quatorze ans apr~s la Conf6rence de Brazza
ville, c'est encore de cette cit6, initiatricedel'avenir
du monde noir, que part, au mois d'aolit1958, un nou
veau message du g6n6ral de Gauile, et le r6f6rendum
du 28 septembre 1958 offre aux Africains le libre
choix de leur destin et de leur 6volution future.

140. Brazzaville porte fi~rement le nom de celui
qUi, sans verseI' une goutte de sang, gagna, il y a 80
ans, les vastes territoires d'Afrique centrale !l la
protection de la France et au r~gne de la justice et
de la paix.

141. Si la cOte congolaise avait 6M atteinte d~s le
XVeme siecle par des navigateurs portugais, si de
puis 1785, les Fran~ais entretenaient des relations
suivies avec cette r6gion qu'on appelait alors le
Zaire, c'est II Pierre Savorgnan de Brazza qu'il ap
partenait de laisser dans 1'histoire de la d6couverte
de l'Afrique le souvenir le plus pur et le plus glo
rieux. Ce pionnier et pacificateur, II qui sa bont6 et
sa foi tranquille ouvraient tous les creurs, parcourt,
11 partir de 1877, le bassin de l'Ogoou6, puis celui de
l'Alima. Parti, comme Stanley, 11 la recherche de
Livingstone, il arrive le 3 octobre 1880 au village de
M'Fa, sur les rives du stanley Pool, et signe un traiM
d'amiti6 avec le roi Makoko.

142. C'est ainsi qU'est n6e Brazzaville. Avec ses
125.000 habitants , ses rues anim6es, ses construc
tions sans cesse nouvelles, c'est aUjourd'hui une
grande ville en plein essor, 6tal6e le long de la rive
du Congo.

143. Le grand fleuve 6quatorial, qui a donn6 son
nom au pays, domine et caracter-ise la jeune repu
blique et voit se concentrer sur ses rives les princi
pales activit6s nationales.

146. Les mines congolaises sont encore peu actives,
sauf celles de plomb et un gisement aurif~re dans
la Likouala. Mais d'importants gisements de cuivre
ont 6t6 d6couverts !l Mindouli, de 1'6tain dans le
Mayomb6, des phosphates dans le Kouilou.

142. This is how Brazzaville came to be founded.
With its 125,000 inhabitants, its busy streets and
constantly changing skyline, it is now a large and
rapidly developing city stretching along the bank of
the Congo.

143. The Young Republic is dominated by the great
equatorial river from which it takes its name and by
which its character is determined. Most of the coun
try's activities are concentrated on the banks of the
river.

144. As in nearby Gabon, the chief source of wealth
is the great forest which extends over 22 million
hectares. The most valuable woods-iroko, ebony and
mahogany-are no longer the most worked, but
"okoum€l" 3.nd limba. Much has been done to develop
the light woods such as cork wood and bombax in
order to provide a basis for a paper-pulp industry.

actively encouraged to take part in the management
of public affairs. The enactment of the "loi-eadre" in
1951: and the establishment of autonomous govern
ments were landmarks in this process of political
change.

139. In August 1958, fourteen years after the Braz
zaville Conference, General de Gaulle issued another
message from this city, in which the first steps to
wards a new future for the African world Wbre taken.
The referendum of 28 September 1958 gave the Afri
cans an opportunity freely to determine their own
destiny and the direction of their future development.

140. Brazzaville is proud to bear the name of a man
who, eighty years ago, brought the vast territories
of Central Africa under French protection and the
reign of justice and peace, without spilling a drop of
blood.

141. Portuguese sailors had reached the Congolese
coast in the fifteenth century, and since 1785 the
French. had maintained continuous contacts with this
region, which was then known as the Zaire. But it
was Pierre Savorgnan de Brazza who bears the
noblest and most glorious name in the history of
African discovery. From 1877 onwards, this pioneer
and peacemaker, whose kindliness and quiet faith won
all hearts, crossed first the Ogowe and then the Alima
basin. Like stanley he set out to look for Livingstone
and on 3 October 1880 arrived at the village of M'Fa
on the banks of stanley Pool and signed a treaty of
friendship with King Makoko.

145. The country's second major product is derived
from the oil-palms which grow in the regions of
stanley Pool and of the Niari and the Likouala-Mos
saka rivers. The refinery at Pointe Noire produces
5,000 metric tons of oil and7,000 tons of palm kernels
a year.

146. There is as yet comparatively little mining
activity in the Congo, except for the lead-mines and
a gold-field in the Likouala area. But important
deposits of copper have been discovered at Mindouli,
of tin in the MayomM and of phosphates in the Koui
Iou.

147. Progress is being made in industrial develop- 147. L'6quipement industriel progresse: filatures 11
ment; the Republic has spinning-mills at Brazzaville, Brazzaville, huileries de la Likouala-Mossaka, su;.,
the Likouala-Mossaka oil-mills and sugar refineries creries qui couvrent d6jll les besoins en raffinage
which already meet all its needs. The main problems de la Republique. Le principal problElme .est un pro-
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are labour and cheap power. The completion in 1953
of the hydro-electric power station at Djou~ consti
tuted a landmark in power development. The station
produces 130 milliOl' kwh a year and transmits some
current abroad. Petroleum has been discovered
fifteen kilometres from Pointe N('~re, and natural gas
at Pointe Indienne; 150,000 tons of petroleum have
already been exported this year.

148. The economic importance of the Republic of the
Congo lies in its key position and in the fact that it
serves as a main artery of transport and distribution
for the four Republics formerly constituting French
Equatorial Africa, 44 per cent by weight of the im
ports of these Republics passing through Pointe Noire
and Brazzaville. Its function as a transit route, which
was due originally to the river,- increased in impor
tance with the construction of the Congo-Ocean rail
way. Work on the section through the difficult terrain
of the Mayomb~ plateau, which was completed in 1934,
involved many feats of engineering. Traffic on the
line, which was modernized in 1947, now amounts to
52 million passenger-kilometres and 158 million ton
kilometres a year. This vital communications route
terminates at the seaport of Pointe Noire, which
handles half a million tons a year and the construction
of which was due to the energy of the great builder,
Governor General Antonetti.

149. Rail, road and river routes all converge at the
river-port of Brazzaville, which handles 200,000 tons
of goods a year. The Republic of the Congo has' a fine
system of 2,500 km of navigable waterways. A large
fleet of boats plies on the Sangha, the Likouala, the
Alima and the Kouilou, while the Congo is navigable
by ships of 6,000 tons.

150. The young Republic of the Congo has a promis
ing future, but investment and technical assistance
are essential to it. While this country of the future
can rely on help from France and other countries,
it has an irreplaceable asset of its own: its young
people, who are studying in a dozen secondary
schools, some thirty technical schools and 600 prim
ary schools. The Republic of the Congo may be justly
proud of having the highest school enrolment rate
in Black Africa-72 per cent. It has also made great
cultural progress and the achievements of young
Congolese intellectuals are well known. The School
of Painting at peto-Poto has become famous in the
artistic world and has already organized exhibitions
in Paris, in Switzerland and even here in New York.

151. This is the auspicious background against which
we should view the functioning of Congol'ese institu
tions. The first government was set up under the "loi
cadre" on 15 May 1957 by Mr. Jacques.Opangault, a
member of the Mouvement socialiste' africaih. I am
happy to welcome him here in the United Nations,
where he is accompanied by Mr. Tchichelle, Minister
of Foreign Affairs, and Mr. Dadet, a member of the
Congolese Government.

152. The Republic was proclaimed on 28 November.
On 8 December a provisional government was formed
by Premier Fulbert Youlou, who also leads the UD.ion
de d6fense des int6rets africains. The new Legis
lative Assembly was elected on 14 June, andon 3 July
1959 it confirmed a new government under Mr. Youlou
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bleme de main-dlceuvre et dlenergie a bon marche.
Or une ~tape importante du d~veloppement ~ner~

getique a ~te franchie des l'acMvement, en 1953, de
la centrale hydro-electrique de Djoue - dlune capa~

cite de 130 millions de kW - qui exporte du courant
:l l'exterieur. Des indices de petrole ont ete decou
verts a 15 kilometres de Pointe-Noire et du gaz
naturel a Pointe-Indienne. Notons que 150.000 tonnes
de petrole ont d~j:l ete exportees cette annee.

148. Llimportance economique de cette republique
du Congo reside dans sa position clef et dans son rt'lle
de grand axe de transit et de redistribution des
quatre republiques de l'ancienne Afrique-Equato
riale franl;aise, dont 44 pour 100 du tonnage importe
passe par Pointe-Noire et Rrazzaville. Cette voca~

tion "p~agere", nee du fleuve, a et~ stimulee par le
chemin de fer du Congo-Ocean. Les travaux, acheves
en 1934, dans le difficile massif du Mayombe, ont
necessite la construction de nombremcouvrages dlart.
Le trafic de la ligne, modernisee en 1947, atteint
maintenant 52 millions de voyageurs-kilometres et
158 millions de tonnes-kilometres. Cette artere vitale
du pays aboutit au port maritime de Pointe-Noire,
dlune capacite de trafic dlun demi-million de tonnes
et qui est dtl :l l'energie d'un grand batisseur, le
gouverneur gen~ral Antonetti.

149. Le port fluvial de Brazzaville assure la jonc
tion du rail, de la route et du fleuve. Deux cent mille
tonnes de marchandises y transitent chaque annee.
La Republique du Congo possede en effet un reseau
remarquable de 2.500 kilometres de voies navigables;
sur la Sangha, la Likouala, llAlima et le Kouilou,
circule une flottille importaute, taudis que le Congo
est accessible aux vapeurs de 6.000 tonnes.

150. Vavenir du Congo est prometteur. Mais une
politique d'investissement et d'assistance technique
est indispensable a. la jeune Republique. ,Si ce pays
plein dlavenir peut compteI' sur l'aide de la France
et dlautres nations, il possede, qnant a lui, un capital
irrempla~able: sa jeunesse, qui s'instruit daus une
dizaine de lycees et de colleges, une trentaine de
centres techniques et 600 ecoles primaires. La Re
publique du Congo peut, a bon droit, se vanter dlavoir
le plus fort pourcentage de scolarisation de l'Afrique
noire: 72 pour 100. L'essor culturel est, lui aussi,
important; la valeur des jeunes intellectuels congo..,
lais est reconnue. Dans le domaine artistique, 1'ecole
de peinture de Poto-Poto est deja celebre. N'a-t-elle
pas deja organise des expositions :l Paris, en Suisse,
et ici meme, aNew York?

151. Clest devant cette toile de fond pleine de lu
miere que fonctionnent les institutions congolaises.
Le premier gouvernement, celui de la loi-cadre,
a ete constitue le 15 mai 1957 par M. Jacques
Opangault, representant du Mouvement socialiste
africain, que je suis heureux de saluer ici, oil il est
accompagne de M. Tchichelle, ministre des affaires
etrangeres, et de M. Dadet, membre du gouverne~

,men~ congolais.

152. La republique est proclamee le 28 novembre.
Un gouvernement provisoire est forme le 8 d~cembre

par le president Fulbert Youlou, qui dirige egalement
IIUnion de d~fense des int~r~ts africains. La nouvelle
Assemblee legislative, elue le 14 juin, investit le
3 juHlet 1959 un nouveau gouvernement pr~side par
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who, in November 1959, took the title of President of
the Republic.

153. The Congolese institutions are defined in seveu.
constitutional acts passed between 28 November 1958
and 20 February 1959.
154. According to the motion which serves as its .
preamble, the Constitution is based on respect for
the rights of man and of the citizen and on opposition
to any kind of racial discrimination. Executive power
is vested in the Prime Minister, who is appointed by
the Assembly as Head of the Government for the term
of the Legislature. Laws are made by the Legislative
Assembly, which is elected for five years by uni
versal direct suffrage. The judicial power is in
dependent and separate from the executive and the
legislative power.

155. This Constitution reflects the liberal political
thinking of Congolese legislators. It is based on
democratic principles and, under its terms, the Re
public of the Congo, the heir of the old fifteenth
century kingdom of Loango, also inherits French
administrative methods and western traditions.

156. In recommending the admission of this new
state to the United Nations, I should like to quote the
following words used by President Fulbert Youlou the
day after his country acquired its independence: "Our
independence is now complete; we shall meet our
obligations. 11

157. Before I conclude my account of this state's
qualifications for membership, I must draw the Coun
cil's attention to its name. When the Council, on 7 July
1960 [872nd meeting], recommended the admission of
the Republic of the Congo, with its capital at Leopold
ville, several members pointed out that two States in
this part of Africa claimed that name. Our President
at the time, Mr. Jos~ Correa, expressed the hope
that the two Republics would find a solution to this
difficulty. I share that hope and, at the end of our
debate, if members of the Council agree, I intend, as
President, to make the Council's views on the matter
known and to urge the two States concerned to come
to an agreement before 20 September, when the next
session of the General Assembly opens.

158. It only remains for me to say a few words
about the Gabon Republic's application for admission
[8/4436]. This part of Africa has a long history.
Portuguese navigators first discovered its shores in
the fifteenth century. They did not retain their lead
for long and were soon joined by English, Dutch and
especially French navigators, who were sent to the
area as long ago as the reign of Francis I by the
shipowners of Dieppe and Rouen.

159. In 1815 the slave trade was outlawed by the
Congress of Vienna. In order to discharge its obliga
tions France dispatched its fleets on operations
against the slave-traders on all these coasts. This
was how Bouet-Willaumez came to conclude treaties
of friendship in 1839 and 1841 with King Denis and
King Louis on the two banks of the Gabon estuary.

M. Youlou, qui prend, en novembre 1959, le titre de
Pr~sident de-la Republique.

153. Les institutions congolaises sont dMinies par
sept lois constitutionnelles adopt~es entre le 28 no
vembre 1958 et le 20 f~vrier 1959.
154. Aux termes d'une motion qui lui sert depream
bule, cette constitution se fonde sur le respect des
droits de l'homme et du citoyen et sur la condamna
tion de toute discrimination raciale. Le pouvoir
ex~cutif appartient au Premier Ministre, qUi est
investi par I'Assembl~e en qualit~ de chef de gou
vernement pour la dur~e de la l~gislature. Lepouvoir
l~gislatif appartient 11 I'Assemblee l~gislative, ~lue

pour cinq ans, au suffrage universel et direct. Le
pouvoir judiciaire est ind~pendant et separ~ de
l'ex~~utifet du Mgislatif.

155. Cette constitution est I'expression du lib~

ralisme dont sont marqu~es les conceptions poli
tiques des parlementaires congolais. Elle est fondee
sur des principes democratiq-Iles et fait de la Repu
blique du Congo, continuatrice du lointain royaume de
Loango, du XV~me si~cle, l'Mritiere de l'adminis
tration franc;:aise et des traditions occidentales.

156. Je voudrais, en recommandant l'admission de
ce nouvel Etat 11 l'Organisation des Nations Unies,
rappeler le propos tenu par le pr~sident Fulbert
Youlou au lend~main de l'independance de son pays:
1INotre ind~pendance est maintenant totale; nous sau
rons faire face 11 nos obligations. 11

157. Je ne saurais achever mon expos~ sur les titres
de cet Etat sans attirer l'attention du Conseil sur sa
d~nomination. Lorsque, le 7 juillet 1960, a ~t~ re
command~e par le Conseil l'admission 11 l'Organi
sation des Nations Unies de la Republique du Congo
qui a pour capitale L~opoldville [872eme s~ance],

plusieurs de nos collegues avaient attir~ l'attention
du Conseil sur le fait que deux Etats, dans cette
r~gion de I'Afrique, pr~tendaient it ce nom. Notre
Pr~sident en exercice, M. Jose Correa, avait ex
prime le soubait qu'une solution fllt trouv~e 11 cette
difficulM par les deux republiques interess~es. Je
renouvelle ce voeu et, si les membres du Conseil
partagent cette maniere de voir, je me propose, 11
la fin de nos d~bats, et en m'appuyant sur leur ac
quiescement, de faire connartre, en ma qualit~ de
pr~sident, les vues du Conseil sur ce point, et de
rappeler la n~cessit~ que les deux Etats int~ress~s

parviennent 11 un accord avant le 20 septembre, date
d'ouverture de la prochaine session de I'Assembl~e
~n~rale.

158. n me reste 11 dire quelques mots de la demande
d'admission de la R~publique gabonaise [S/4436]. Les
souvenirs du pass~ sont fort anciens dans cette partie
de I'Afrique. Les navigateurs portugais avaient ~t~
les premiers it d~couvrir ces rivages au XV~me

si~cle. ns ne resterent pas longtemps les seuls 11
les fr~quenter et furent bient6t rejoints par des An
glais, des Holla~dais, et surtout des Franc;:ais, en-

o yoyes d~s le r~gne de Franc;:ois Ier par les armateurs
de Dieppe et de Rouen.
159. En 1815, le Congr~s de Vienne met la traite
hors la loi. Afin de tenir ses engagements, la France
envoie ses flottes pourchasser sur toutes ces cOtes
les trafiquants d'esclaves. C'est ainsi que BouElt
Willaumez fut amen~, en 1839 et 1841, 11 conclure des
trait~s d'amiti~ avec le roi Denis et le roi Louis sur
les deux rives de l'estuaire du Gabon.
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160. The systematic exploration of the interior began
in 1849, after the founding of Libreville, the symbol
of African emancipation. Paul du Chaillu travelled up
the Lower Ogowe between 1857 and 1859, blazing the
trail for Savorgnan de Brazza, whose successful
expeditions between 1874 and 1883 provided the coast
of Gabon with a large hinterland.

161. This country, which has an area of 270,000
square kilometres, is closely covered by the most
prolific type of vegetation in existence-that of the
impenetrable and inhospitable equatorial forest. The
climate is completely equatorial and, with a rainfall
of four metres a year, the saturated soil produces a
tangled growth in which a thousand species are in
extricably mingled.

162. The history of Gabon is therefore first and
foremost that of man's struggle against the forest, a
source of wealth but a barrier to settlement. This
struggle has been profitable. Despite the fact that
new sources of wealth have been discovered, exports
of timber and its by-products today amount to 1.5
million tons a year, or three-quarters of the coun
try's total exports. Thanks to its forests, the Gabon
Republic can pride itself on possessing a major
industry, a substantial national income andthe largest
per caput foreign trade in Africa. .

163. At Port Gentil there is a huge plywood plant,
one of the most modern of its kind, producing thous
ands of metres of plywood an hour, the tree from
which it is made, the "okoum6", being found in this
part of the world. The "okoum6" is the king of the
forest and of the Gabon economy.

164. But the young Republic's wealth does not lie in
its forests alone. The country may be compared to a
poor man who, unbeknown to himself, has been sleep
ing on a sack of gold. Its subsoil has unexpectedly
been found to contain abundant mineral resources.
Gold is mined in the Mouila area and, after long
prospecting, petroleum wells came into operation at
Ozouri and Pointe Clairette in 1956. In 1957 the first
tanker left Port Gentil and since 1960 production has
exceeded 1 million tons a year; experts consider that
the quality of the product is similar to that of the
best Venezuelan petroleum.

165. Great hopes are placed in the manganese at
Franceville, where one of the largest deposits in the
world is located. Shipment of the ore presented diffi
cult problems and the solution favoured by thetechni
cal experts was that of a railway connecting the
mining centres with the Congo-ocean line. This new
railway, on which work has already begun, will soon
make it possible to carry the ore to Pointe Noire, the
main port in the Republic of the Congo. The pro
ject, which will necessitate an expenditure of 44,000
million francs, will make it possible to handle an
annual output of 500,000 tons of ore. The Gabon Re
public has been granted a loan of $35 million for this
purpose by the International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development.

166. The same transportation problems arise in the
northern Boka-Boka plateau, where a huge deposit of
iron ore has been discovered at Mekambo. Within
five years a 700-kilometre railway line will be con
structed to ship an annual output of approximately 10
million tons. Lastly, the uranium mine at Mounana
will come into operation next year.

160. Apr~s la fondation, en 1849, de Libreville,
symbole de l'affranchissement des Africains, l'ex
ploration m~thodique de 1'int6rieur commence. PaUl
du Chaillu remonte le bas Ogoou6 entre 1857 et 1859,
ouvrant la voie aux succ~s de Savorgnan de Brazza,
qui, de 1874 a 1883, assure 11 la cOte gabonaise un
arri~re-pays important.

161. Ce pays, qui COUVIe maintenant 270.000 kilo
m~tres carr6s, est soumis III'6treinte du plus extra
ordinaire pullulement vegetal qui soit: la for~t equa
toriale, impenetrable, inhospitali~re a l'homme. U.
r~gne le climat equatorial absolu et, de 1'humus
gorge de 4 m~tres de pluie annuelle. jaillissent, dans
un inextricable fouillis, mille essences diverses.

162. L'histoire du Gabon est donc avant tout celle de
la lutte de 1'homme contre la for~t, source de riches
ses mais obstacle au peuplement. Cette lutte a 6t6
rentable. Aujourd'hui, l'exportation du bois et de ses
sous-produits repr6sentent 1.500.000 tonnes par an,
soit les trois quarts des exportations totales, et cela
malgr6 l'apparition de richesses nouvelles. GrAce II
ses for~ts, la R6publique gabonaise s'enorgueillit de
poss6der une industrie importante, un revenunational
honorable et le commerce 'ext6rieur le plus 61ev6
d'Afrique par tete d'habitant.

163. Crest 11 Port-Gentil que fonctionne une usine
g6ante de d6roulage, la plus moderne qui soit, qui
d6bite des milliers de m~tres de contre-plaqu6 II
l'heure, tir6 d'une mati~re qui n'existe que danscette
r6gion du monde: l'okoum6. L'okoum6 est le roi de
la for~t et de 1'6conomie gabonaise.

164. Mais la jeune R6publique n'a pas que desforets.
Ce pays peut-etre compar6 11 un pauvre qui dormait
sans le savoir sur un sac d'or. Son sous-sol s'est
soudainement r6v616 plein de richesses. Tandis que
I'or est exploit6 dans la;r6gion de Mouila, le p6trole
a jailli en 1956, apr~s de longues recherches, II
Ozouri et 11 Pointe-Clairette. En 1957, le premier
p6trolier quittait Port-Gentil et, d~s 1960, la pro
duction d6passait un million de tonnes d'un produit
que les experts affirment analogue en qualit6 aux
meilleurs p6troles v6n6zu6liens.

165. Un grand espoir est plac6 dans le mangan~se

de Franceville, ou se trouve un des plUS importants
gisements du monde. Le p'robl~me de I'6vacuation est
ardu 11 r6soudre; mais les techniciens se sont orien
t6s vers la solution d'un chemin de fer reliant les
lieux d'extraction 11 la ligne du Congo-Oc6an. Cette
voie, dont les travaux ont commenc6, assurera bien
tOt l'acheminement du minerai vers Pointe-Noire, le
grand port de la R6publique du Congo. De tels travaux
eXigeront une d6pense de 44 milliards de francs, pour
une production annuelle de 500.000 tonnes de minerai.
La R6publique gabonaise s'est vu accorder 11 cette fin
par la Banque internationale pour la reconstruction
et le d6veloppement un crMit de 35 millions de dol
lars.

166. Les memes probl~mes d'6vacuation se posent
dans le massif septentrional de Boka-Boka, ou a 6M
d6couvert I'immense gisement de minerai de fer de
Mekambo. Avant cinq ans, une voie ferr6e de 700
kilom~tres sera construite pour 6vacuer. une pro
duction annuelle d'environ 10 millions de tonnes.
Enfin, d~s I'ann6e prochaine, la mine d'uranium de
Mounana entrera en exploitation.
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167. In the light of this impressive list, Gabon's
other resources may seem modest. They are never
theless not unimportant. The wealth of the areas
around the Okano and WOleu-n'Tem lies in coffee and
cocoa. The coastal waters teem with fish and there
is an active fishing industry, incJuding whaling.

168. The Gabon Republic has an extensive network
of roads providing for the transportation of timber
and mineral products to the two ports of Libreville
and Port Gentil, and for the transportation of cocoa
from the northern part of Cameroun. It also has
twelve modern and well distributed airfields.

169. A visitor to the country is inevitably struck by
its vitality and the intense activity in its ports, in the
timber-yards along the Ogowe-the waterway down
which the timber is floated-and along the wharfs at
Port Gentil, many kilometres of which are covered
with heavy logs awaiting shipment to Europe and
America.

170. This vitality is also in evidence in the social
field. The Gabon Republic has a good infra-structure
of public health institutions and has a high rate of
school enrolment-67 per cent.

171. Gabon owes its harmonious political develop
ment to its politicians. Individualists because the
country is relatively isolated by comparison with the
other States of the former French Equatorial Africa,
the leaders of Gabon have implemented the political
reforms progressiv~ly introduced by France wisely
and in accordance with the population's wishes.

172. In this country, which was one of the first to
rally to Free France, the great and humane message
of the Brazzaville Conference of 1944 received an
enthusiastic welcome.

173. After many able individuals had been trained
in the assemblies of Libreville and Paris, Gabon
became. autonomous under the terms of the "loi
cadre" of 1956. Its first government was formed on
21 May 1957 by Mr. L60n M'Ba, Mayor of Libreville
and founder of the Bloc d6mocratique gabonais. It is
he who today directs the destinies of his country.

174. Following the decisive outcome of the refer
endum of 28 September 1958, Gabon was proclaimed
an indivisible, democratic and social Republic on
28 November. Its Assembly, which had been elected
on 31 March 1957, was then raised to the status of a
Constituent Assembly, presided over by a former
Senator, Paul Gondjout.

175. Adopted on 19 February 1959, the Gabon Consti
tution is strongly influenced by the French republican
and parliamentary traditions. Its preamble refers to
the Declaration of the Rights of Man and ofthe Citizen
of 1789 and to the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights adopted by the United Nations in 1948.

176. Sovereignty is vested in the people, who exer
cise it through their representatives and by way of
referendum. All citizens of both sexes who have
attained their majority have the right to vote.

177. The institutions of the Gabon Republic com
prise the Government, the Legislative Assembly, the
Judicial Council, the law courts, the administrative
tribunal, the Economic and Social Council and the
statutory organs of local government.

167. Cet inventaire fabuleux peut faire apparartre
modestes les autres ressources gabonaises. Elles
n'en ont pas moins leur int6r~t: caf6 et cacao font la
richesse des r6gions de 1'Okano et du Woleu-n'Tem.
Les cOtes, tr~s poissonneuses, temoignent d'une in
tense activit6, y compris la p~che 11 la baleine.

168. La R6publique gabonaise possMe un r6seau
routier important qui dessert les deux ports de Li
breville et de Port-Gentil pour l'6vacuation des bois
et produits miniers, et qui relie le nord du Came
roun pour l'6vacuation du cacao. Elle possede 6gale
ment 12 a6rodromes modernes et bien distribu6s.

169. En arrivant dans ce pays, on ne peut qu'~tre

frapp6 par son dynamisme et par l'activit6 tr6pi
dante qui r~gne dans ses ports, dans ses chantiers,
le long de 1'Ogoou6 - la route liquide des exploitants
forestiers - et le long des quais de Port-Gentil,
encombr6s sur des kilom~tres par de lourdes billes
de bols attendues par l'Europe et par I'Am6rique.

170. Ce dynamisme se retrouve dans le domaine
social, o~ la R6publique gabonaise, qui dispose d'une
bonne infrastructure sanitaire, presente un niveau
6leve de scolarisation atteignant 67 pour 100.

171. Crest a. ses hommes politiques que le Gabon
doit une evolution politique harmonieuse. Particu
laristes, en raison de leur isolement relatif par
rapport aux autres Etats de l'ancienne Afrique-Equa
toriale frangaise, les dirigeants gabonais ont su
appliquer avec sagesse les reformes politiques pro
gressivement introduites par la France, en accord
avec la population.

172. Dans ce pays, qui fut l'un des premiers a. ral
lier la France libre, le grand message humain de la
Conference de Brazzaville de 1944 a regu un accueil
enthousiaste.

173. Apr~s la formation d'elites nombreuses dans
les assemblees de Libreville et de Paris, le Gabon
est devenu autonome gr!ce a. la loi-cadre de 1956.
Son premier gouvernement a ete constitu~ le 21 mai
1957 par M. Leon M'Ba, maire de Libreville et fon
dateur du Bloc democratique gabonais. Crest lui qui
preside aujourd'hui aux destinees de sa patrie.

174. Apr~s le vote enthousiaste du referendum du
28 septembre 1958, le Gabon s'est proclame, le
28 novembre, republique indivisible, democratique
et sociale. Son assembIee, qui avait ete elue le
31 mars 1957, s'est erig6e a. cette date en Assem
blee constituante, sous la presidence de l'ancien
senateur Paul Gondjout.

175. Adoptee le 19 fevrier 1959, la Constitution
gabonaise s'inspire de la tradition r6publicaine et
parlementaire frangaise. Son pr6ambule se refere a.
la Declaration des droits de l'homme et du citoyen
de 1789 et a. la neclaration universelle des droits de
l'homme adoptee par les Nations Unies en 1948.

176. La souverainete appartient au peuple qui
l'exerce par ses representants et par voie de refe
rendum. Sont electeurs tous les citoyens majeurs
des deux sexes.

177. Les institutions de la Republique gabonaise
comprennent le gouvernement, l'Assemblee legis
lative, le Conseil juridique, les tribunaux judiciaires,
le tribunal administratif, le Conseil economique et
social et les collectivites locales crMes par la 101.
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The meeting rose at 1:4.:45 p.m.

25044-December 1960-1,775

178. Les accords de transfert sign6s II Paris le
15 juillet 1960 ont fait de la R6publique gabonaise un
Etat pleinement ind6pendant. Cette ind6pendance a
6t6 proclam6e le 17 aoftt. Ce jour-Ill, M. ~on M'Ba
a d6clar6:

"En 1839, un trait6 d'alliance a 6t6 sign6 entre
la F:rance de Louis-Philippe et le roi Denis. Depuis
lors, 121 ans se sont 6coul6s. Aujourd'hui nous
n6gocions un transfert qui fait du Gabon un Etat
ind6pendant. Le Gabon est une terre d'hospitalit~.

Ceux qui ont foul6 son sol n'ont rapport6 dans leur
souvenir que des choses heureuses et favorables.

"Nous savonS que, pour vous, la lutte pour la
lib6ration de 1'homme est une vocation.

"Je voudrais que demain, II l'Organisation des
Nations Unies, vous puissiez appuyer notre candi
dature."

179. J e ne doute pas que le Conseil de s6curit6 ne
tienne 11 exaucer d'un vote unanime ce desir de la
R6publique gabonaise.

180. Nous voici parvenus au terme de notre voyage.
A travers des r6gions profondement diff6rentes par
le climat, par la veg6tation et par le peuplement,
nous avons parcouru ces huit republiques qui de
mandent leur entree dans notre Organisation. Si
divers qu'ils soient par la nature, ces nouveaux Etats
ont en commun d'@tre r6gis par des institutions
v6ritablement d6mocratiques, d'@tre anim6s de dis
positions sinc~rement pacifiques, d'avoir a. leur tate
des 6lites intellectuelles et politiques capables de
prendre en main les destin6es du pays, de disposer
d'une economie qUi leur permette, avec l'assistance
amicale de la France, de regarder avec confiance
vers l'avenir. En un mot, ceSt Etats repondent pleine
ment aux conditions pos6es par la Charte II l'admis
sion de Membres nouveaux de notre organisation et
c'est pourquoi je demande au Conseil de bien vOuloir
'recommander II 1'unanimite Ill'Assemb16e gen6rale
l'admission de ces huit republiques.

181. Parlant maintenant en tant que PRESIDENT, je
dois dire que j'aurais souhaite que notre coll~gue

tunisien, en particulier, pftt prendre la parole avant
le d6jeuner, mais l'heure est tardive. Je voudrais
donc demander II notre coll~gue tunisien ce qUi lui
convient le mieux. Nous pourrions suspendre main
tenant la seance et commencer cet apr~s-midinotre
seance par la longue traduction du discours que je
viens de prononcer. Nous fixerions l'heure de la
reprise II 14 heures, ce qui permettrait a. notre col
l~gue tunisien de prendre la parole vers 15 heures.

182. M. SLIM (T"ardsie): Je n'y vois aucun incon-
venient, Monsieur le President. i °

~

183. Le PRESIDENT: Je remercie vivement mes ~
coll~gues de l'attention avec laquelle Us ont bien £
voulu ecouter ce long expose. La s6ance reprendra E
done II 14 heures. ~.

La seance est levee a1:4 h :45. ~
lil,0
if..,

l
Price: $U.S. 0.35; 2/6 stg.; Sw. fr. 1.50

(or eqUivalent in other currencies)

179. 1 feel sure that the Security Council will wish
to meet the Gabon Republic's request by a unanimous
decision.

180. We have come to the end of our journey. Cover
ing regions differing widely in climate, vegetation
and population, we have travelled through these eight
Republics which are applying for admission to our
Organization. Diverse though they are, these new
states are alike in being governed by truly demo
cratic institutions, in being motivated by a genuine
desire for peace, in having leaders of intellectual and
distinction capable of assuming control of their coun
tries' destinies, and in possessing sufficiently sound
economies to enable them, with France's friendly'
assistance, to face the future with confidence. In
short, these states fully meet the requirements laid
down in the Charter for the admission of new Mem
bers and this is why 1 ask the Security Council to
make a unanimous recommendation to the General
Assembly that these eight Republics be admitted to
membership.

181. Speaking now as the PRESIDENT, I wish to say
that I had hoped that our Tunisian colleague, in par
ticular, would be able to speak before lunch, but it is
already late. I would therefore ask him what suits
him best. We could adjourn the meeting now and
begin our afternoon meeting with the long interpreta
tion of the statement which 1 have just made. We could
meet again at 2 p.m., so that our Tunisian colleague
would be able to speak at about 3 p.m.

178. Under the agreements on the transfer of power,
which were signed in Paris on 15 July 1960, the
Gabon Republic became a fully independent state. Its
independence was proclaimed on.17 August, at which
time Mr. ~on M'Ba said:

"In 1839 a Treaty of Alliance was signed between
the France of Louis-Philippe and King Denis. Since
then 121 years have passed. Today we are negotiat
ing a transfer of power which makes Gabon an
independent state. Gabon is a hospitable land. Those
who have trodden its soil have retained only happy
and pleasant memories.

"We know that you are dedicated to the struggle
for man's liberation.

"1 should be glad if, tomorrow, you would support
our candidature in the United Nations."

182. Mr. SLIM (Tunisia) (translated from French):
That arrangement is quite satisfactory to me.

183. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
am very grateful to my colleagues for listening, so
attentively to this long statement. We shall reconvene
at 2 p.m.

Litho In U.N.




