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 Dado que Israel, la Potencia ocupante, y sus funcionarios persisten en su 

campaña de retórica incendiaria, desinformación y propaganda deliberada y peligrosa 

contra el pueblo palestino y sus dirigentes, me veo obligado a señalar a su atención 

una declaración emitida hoy día, 15 de octubre de 2018, por el Honorable Alcalde de 

Belén, Sr. Anton Salman, en respuesta a los comentarios realizados por el Primer 

Ministro de Israel, Sr. Benjamin Netanyahu, sobre Belén y la situación de los 

cristianos palestinos (véase el anexo)*. 

 Le agradecería que tuviera a bien hacer distribuir la presente carta y su anexo 

como documento de la Asamblea General, en relación con el tema 39, y del Consejo 

de Seguridad. 

 

(Firmado) Riyad Mansour 

Embajador 

Representante Permanente 

 

  

 * El anexo se distribuye únicamente en el idioma en que fue presentado.  
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  Anexo de las cartas idénticas de fecha 15 de octubre de 2018 

dirigidas al Secretario General, la Presidenta de la Asamblea 

General y la Presidencia del Consejo de Seguridad por el 

Observador Permanente del Estado de Palestina ante las 

Naciones Unidas 
 

 

  Declaración realizada el 15 de octubre por el Honorable Alcalde 

de Belén, Sr. Anton Salman, sobre los comentarios realizados 

por el Primer Ministro de Israel, Sr. Benjamin Netanyahu, 

sobre Belén y la situación de los cristianos palestinos 
 

 

 Yesterday’s statement by Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu is another Israeli 

attempt at distorting the reality of the Israeli occupation and particularly the effects 

that Israeli policies have had on the Palestinian Christian community since 1948.  

 If Mr. Netanyahu was concerned about the situation of Palestinian Christians, 

particularly in the Bethlehem Area, he would return the 22,000 dunums of Bethlehem 

land illegally annexed to Israel for expansion of colonial settlements. He would 

dismantle the annexation wall that divides Bethlehem from Jerusalem for the first 

time in 2000 years of Christianity and would stop imposing restrictions to Palestinian 

movement, including the thousands of Palestinian Christians living in exile and whose 

return is impossible due to the Israeli control over the Palestinian population registry. 

For example, in Jordan alone, a few kilometers away, there are at least 20,000 

Palestinian Christians from the Bethlehem area that are denied family unification and 

even cannot enter the city, not even to celebrate Christmas, due to the Israeli military 

restrictions.  

 We would like to remind Mr. Netanyahu that it was himself who supported the 

building of one of the most damaging colonial-settlements that surround Bethlehem, 

Jabal Abu Ghneim (Har Homa), and that in 2015 he declared that by doing so he is 

preventing the connection between Bethlehem and Jerusalem. There are over 100,000 

Israeli settlers surrounding Bethlehem from all its sides, reducing the area of 

Palestinian control over Bethlehem to less than 13% of the district, and making it 

impossible to plan for the future of our city. Furthermore, it was Mr. Netanyahu who 

voiced objection to declaring The Church of the Nativity and the Pilgrimage route as 

a World Heritage site and his policies of harassment were behind the decision of the 

Churches to close the Church of the Holy Sepulcher for three days in Jerusalem in 

objection to Church taxation policy.  

 His comment was also full of historical inaccuracies. It is shameful that while 

calling himself a “protector of Christianity”, he would use Christians as a tool for his 

Islamophobic talking points. The decrease in the percentage of Christians in 

Bethlehem, as well as in the rest of Palestine, was provoked with the Nakba of 1948 

and ongoing due to Israel’s colonial plans and policies that started in 1967. This was 

also the case in West Jerusalem, from where a large Palestinian Christian community 

was expelled by Israel from Ein Karem, Talbiya, Qatamon, and other places. From 

31,000 Christians in 1948, Jerusalem only has around 12,000 Christians today.  

 We would like to advise Mr. Netanyahu to stop using Christians as a tool to 

pinkwash the occupation. The best he could do for future of peace and coexistence, 

where the Christian community would thrive again, is to respect his obligations under 

International Law, including Security Council resolutions 478 on Jerusalem and 2334 

on settlements, dismantling illegal colonial-settlements and the annexation Wall 

surrounding Bethlehem, including in the Cremisan Valley, fully end the occupation 

of Palestine and allow for the return of our people to their city. It is not the Palestinian 

government that prevents their return Mr. Netanyahu: It is your government.  
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 I would like to use this occasion to call upon the heads of the churches in 

Jerusalem as well as to the Holy See to raise their voices against the use of religion 

for political purposes. It cannot be tolerated anymore that the Bible is used wrongfully 

in order to justify crimes and violations that go against the teachings of values spread 

by Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 


