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 The President: I call to order the 1564th plenary meeting of the Conference on 

Disarmament. As I said this morning, I have called this formal meeting of the Conference 

because we have received a request for a country to participate as an observer.  

 Document CD/WP.631/Add.3 was circulated late in the morning. It reads: “The 

attached request for participation in the work of the Conference during 2021 from a non-

member State, submitted under rules 33 to 35 of its rules of procedure, has been received and 

duly registered by the secretariat since the closing of the 2020 session. This is presented to 

the Conference for action in accordance with the above-mentioned rules.”  

 The non-member State that has submitted the request for participation in the work of 

the Conference is the Sudan. May I take it that the Conference, in accordance with its rules 

of procedure, decides to invite the Sudan to participate in our work as an observer? 

 It was so decided. 

 The President: In the name of the Conference on Disarmament, I welcome the Sudan 

to the 2021 session of the Conference. For technical reasons, the Sudan will join us on the 

online platform from the next plenary meeting.  

 I give the floor to the delegate of Canada.  

 Mr. Davison (Canada): Thank you very much. If I may, Ambassador, I would like to 

take the floor to mark International Women’s Day. And on this occasion, my delegation 

wanted to make a few remarks. As Mexico said very well this morning, it is not just on this 

day that we should think about the role of women in disarmament. It should be normal 

practice every day.  

 In the work of the Conference of Disarmament and in disarmament more generally, 

there has been progress on this front, with the Anti-Personnel Landmines Convention and the 

Arms Trade Treaty, for example, both taking comprehensive steps to shine a light on the 

importance of equal participation by women and men in their processes and on the differential 

impacts of landmines or small arms and light weapons on women and girls, men and boys. 

This approach has strengthened these instruments and will produce better implementation on 

the ground with benefits to all persons.  

 We note that such advances have not come without friction and resistance even here 

in the Conference. While delegations often stress the importance of inclusive and open 

processes, that inclusiveness appears to be very narrowly defined. This was evident last year 

when a proposal to make the Conference’s rules of procedure gender-neutral encountered 

opposition.  

 The proposal is not particularly radical. The paragraphs to be amended are few, but 

amending them would have signalled an understanding that the engagement of women and 

men is equally needed and equally valued in this body. It has been pleasant to hear 

affirmations by some delegations today on the importance of women. But how much more 

weight those utterances might have if they came with the commitment to join consensus on 

amending the rules of procedure. 

 In closing, if any delegations are looking for ways of doing more to champion the 

issues of gender perspectives and disarmament, I direct your attention to the updated 2021 

gender and disarmament resource pack, which went online on the United Nations Institute 

for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) website today and is prepared by the Disarmament 

Impact Group, which includes the Philippines, Namibia, Ireland, Canada and UNIDIR. 

 The President: I thank the delegate of Canada.  

(spoke in Spanish)  

 I now give the floor to the Ambassador of Chile. 

 Mr. Tressler Zamorano (Chile) (spoke in Spanish): Mr. President, since this is the 

first time my delegation has taken the floor today, please allow me to express our support for 

your work during the second presidency of the 2021 session of the Conference on 

Disarmament. 
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 Mr. President, today we mark International Women’s Day. In commemoration of this 

day, please allow me a few brief remarks. It is clearly a day for us to celebrate and to reflect: 

to celebrate the progress made in recent years on gender issues and visibility and the positive 

actions of our States; and to reflect because, despite the progress that has been made, we still 

face many challenges in achieving the full incorporation of gender equality and equity in 

peace and security. As has been noted by specialized agencies, the lack of participation of 

women in decision-making on peace and security, the worsening of inequalities and gender 

discrimination in the different phases of armed conflicts, the worst facet of which is physical, 

psychological and sexual violence against girls and women, and, not least, the cultural and 

historical legacy of discrimination against women in the world of defence are some of the 

most persistent aspects that still need to be addressed. In some ways, the situation mirrors the 

points made recently by the delegate of Canada regarding our efforts to amend the rules of 

procedure. 

 Chile is committed to achieving the highest standards of gender equality in 

international peace and security and to continuing to encourage activities aimed at 

establishing conditions of equity and gender equality in international peace and security, 

thereby generating a culture of respect for women’s rights and providing equal opportunities 

for women and men. 

 We take this opportunity to acknowledge and express our support for the work of the 

High Representative for Disarmament Affairs, Ms. Nakamitsu, and her representative in 

Geneva, Ms. Tatiana Valovaya, as well as for the research work conducted by the United 

Nations Institute for Disarmament Research and its gender programmes and the efforts of 

delegations to conferences that Chile has supported and that have, over the years, presented 

proposals and initiatives aimed at adopting concrete measures to increase the visibility of 

gender issues. 

 Lastly, we recognize the Secretary-General’s Agenda for Disarmament, announced in 

2018, which calls for women’s equal, full and effective participation in disarmament-related 

decision-making processes and establishes the undeniable link between disarmament and 

lasting peace and security. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 

 The President (spoke in Spanish): Thank you very much, Ambassador.  

(spoke in English)  

 I now give the floor to the Ambassador of Australia.  

 Ms. Mansfield (Australia): Thank you very much, Mr. President. And over to me to 

congratulate you on taking on this position. We do know how very difficult it can be. And 

thank you for your perseverance and your enthusiasm to try and push through a result. 

 We want to assure you of Australia’s support as you guide us through these 

discussions. And we certainly appreciate the constructive and consultative approach that you 

have taken to this task. 

 But today, like others, I wanted to say something about International Women’s Day – 

a day when we can all celebrate the political, economic and social achievements of women 

and what that means for all of us. This year’s International Women’s Day theme is Women 

in Leadership: Achieving an equal future in a COVID-19 world.  

 Promoting women’s leadership and the principles of gender equality is something we 

should do every day rather than being reminded of it just once in a while. I would like to 

reaffirm Australia’s commitment to gender equality and pay tribute to the courageous 

leadership of all women who have contributed to the work of the Conference on Disarmament. 

I also pay tribute to all those men who have also driven and supported this objective. And we 

do so in order to get the best outcomes – diversity means a richness of views and better results. 

 The COVID-19 pandemic continues to exacerbate existing gender inequalities, 

increased economic stressors, greater political and economic insecurity and rising gender-

based violence. Notwithstanding the common challenges we face in this new COVID normal, 

this is an opportune time to take the transformative action required to achieve diverse and 

inclusive participation in the work of our Conference. 
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 Gender equality is a key value and a top foreign policy priority for Australia, as it is 

for a number of our colleagues. We are taking proactive steps towards the full and inclusive 

participation of women in international forums, including in the field of disarmament, arms 

control and non-proliferation.  

 We are doing this through our global advocacy championed by our Minister for 

Foreign Affairs and Minister for Women, Senator Marise Payne, through our Ambassador 

for Arms Control and Counter-Proliferation, Ms. Amanda Gorely, and through our 

Ambassador for Gender Equality, Ms. Julie-Ann Guivarra, as indeed through all of our 

officers and all of our ambassadors overseas. 

 Research shows that more diverse teams make better decisions. However, the statistics 

provided by the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research, the Office for 

Disarmament Affairs and the Disarmament Impact Group show that, in this regard, we have 

a significant way to go in this Conference. We strongly encourage all delegations to strive 

for inclusive representation of women in their teams.  

 Mr. President, as has been mentioned already today, delegations will recall Australia’s 

proposal for a technical amendment to make the Conference’s rules of procedure gender-

neutral. It is one way we can all take a practical step towards making our Conference more 

equitable and representative of the diverse voices that contribute to its work. 

 In the words of the Secretary-General of the Conference on Disarmament, Ms. Tatiana 

Valovaya, such a change should be “as automatic as correcting a spelling mistake”. It is a 

small but essential and symbolic step that would allow us to make the Conference inclusive 

by design. Let’s make 2021 the year that we get this done. Thank you so much.  

 The President: Thank you very much, Ambassador. I seem to have no more speakers 

on the list. 

 Distinguished delegates, this concludes our work for today. As I said before, we will 

convene an informal meeting tomorrow from 10 a.m. to noon, for which we intend to 

circulate later today another proposed text for the drafts contained in documents 

CD/WP.633/Rev.2 and CD/WP.634/Rev.2 in our bid to ensure the adoption of both 

documents and thus to give ourselves a chance to move the work of the Conference on 

Disarmament forward.  

 In the afternoon, there will be a formal plenary meeting at 3 p.m., during which we 

will hear presentations on the Brazilian-Argentine Agency for Accounting and Control of 

Nuclear Materials by Ms. Elena Maceiras, Secretary of the Agency, Mr. Marco Marzo, 

Deputy Secretary, and Mr. Andreas Persbo, Research Director at the European Leadership 

Network. The secretariat will be in touch regarding the logistical arrangements for that 

plenary meeting. 

 I thank you very much. The meeting is adjourned. 

The meeting rose at 3.25 p.m. 


