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SUMVARY

The present docunment is submitted in conpliance with paragraphs 2 and 5
of decision 9/3 and paragraph 1 of decision 9/4 of the H gh-level Comrmittee on
t he Revi ew of Techni cal Cooperation anong Devel opi ng Countries regarding:

(a) The inplenmentation of the guidelines for the review of policies and
procedures by the United Nations devel opment system concerning techni cal
cooperati on anong devel oping countries (decision 9/3, para. 2);

(b) Oganizational and supportive arrangenents for technical cooperation
anong devel opi ng countries, such as adm nistrative, legal, informational and
financial arrangenents (decision 9/3, para. 5, and decision 9/4, para. 1).
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. | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE GUI DELI NES FOR THE REVI EW OF
POLI CI ES AND PROCEDURES BY THE UNI TED NATI ONS
DEVELCOPMENT SYSTEM CONCERNI NG TECHNI CAL COOPERATI ON
AMONG DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES
1. Inits decision 8/ 1, the H gh-level Conmttee on the Review of Technica

Cooper ati on anong Devel opi ng Countries took note of the guidelines and
reconmendati ons approved by the Administrative Conmttee on Coordination and
requested the organi zations of the United Nations systemto apply themon an
experinmental basis. It called upon the Administrative Conmttee to nonitor them
and the Administrator of the United Nations Devel opnent Programe (UNDP) to
report on inplenentation of the decision. The Administrator subnmitted a report
to the High-level Conmittee at its 9th neeting explaining the position and
indicating that a neeting of the agency focal points in 1995 woul d consider the
issue in depth. 1In its decision 9/2, the H gh-level Comittee called upon the
neeting of the agency focal points to review the status of the guidelines,
refine and i nprove them and prepare a report for consideration by the

Adm nistrative Commttee on Coordination. The present report provides an
overvi ew of the status of the application of the guidelines.

2. The gui del i nes enphasi zed four elenents as vital to the pronotion of

t echni cal cooperation anmong devel opi ng countries (TCDC). First, there should be
a systemw de understandi ng of the definition of TCDC. Second, training,
financing, the organizing of focal points, networking and the availability of

dat abases on capacities shoul d be recogni zed as the core policy elenents for the
pronoti on of TCDC and neasures taken to strengthen them Third, staff of the
organi zations of the United Nations devel opnent system shoul d be properly
instructed and oriented to apply TCDC in techni cal cooperation programres.
Finally, every organization should have a strong nechanismfor nonitoring and
reviewing the utilization of TCDC. At the neeting of the agency focal points
held on 6 June 1995 in New York, followi ng the ninth session of the High-Ieve
Commttee, there was substantial agreement on the continued validity of the

gui del i nes and nmany organi zations reported gains in the application of TCDC as a
result of the enphasis on the four elenents identified above. The neeting

deci ded that agencies and organi zations shoul d keep the guidelines under review
and strengthen the internal practice of nonitoring and eval uati ng TCDC
activities.

3. The reports submtted by the organizations for the tenth session of the

H gh-1evel Committee generally indicate that the guidelines are effective and a
further expansion of the use of TCDC has indeed taken place since the ninth
session. It has been suggested that the decentralization of operations in the
various agencies has greatly facilitated the pronotion of TCDC. The

I nternational Labour Organization (I1LO, the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlenments (Habitat), the United Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA) and the Wrld
Heal t h Organi zation (WHO), in particular, claimthat, owing to decentralization
of deci si on-maki ng and t he managenent of operations at the regional and
subregional level, TCDC has attracted increased attention. The ILO

mul tidisciplinary teanms and UNFPA regi onal teans, because of their operation at
t he regi onal and subregional |evel, have tended to give increased attention to
the TCDC nodality in technical cooperation activities. Moreover, in many
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regi onal and subregi onal programres, TCDC has becone the nodality of first
choice. The reports fromthe International Trade Centre (1 TC), the United
Nations Industrial Devel opnment Organization (UNIDO and the regional economc
commi ssions specifically highlight that fact. Networking is also reported as an
i nportant vehicle for the promotion of TCDC. The Food and Agriculture

Organi zation of the United Nations (FAO, ILO UNDO Habitat, the United

Nati ons Conference on Trade and Devel opnent (UNCTAD) and the regi ona

comi ssions repeatedly underscore the point. Networking is used not only as a
basis for promoting collaboration in research and training and the exchange of
experience, but also for problemsolving, as in the case of the urban managenent
activities carried out by Habitat, investnent pronotion by UNCTAD and the

abat ement of pollution by UN DO

4. Such progress has been the result of persistent sensitization efforts by
the various TCDC focal points, the organization of orientation programes and
the issuing of clear and consistent instructions. It is noteworthy that the

focal point arrangement in many organi zations is not confined to one specially
designated unit. Operational divisions and field units are also required to
have focal points. In some organizations, orientation for project directors and
programe nmanagers has beconme a regular feature of their training activities.
The Special Unit for TCDC has al so i ntroduced a TCDC trai ning nodul e for country
teans in the context of the ILO Turin Training Centre programes. At the
request of agencies, the Special Unit issued elaborate instructions to the
resident representatives and organi zati ons and agenci es of the United Nations
devel opnent system following the neeting of the High-level Conmmittee in 1995
Sone agenci es have issued their own instructions on the guidelines. UNFPA

i ssued new instructions in 1996; in 1996 the Econonic and Social Conm ssion for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) al so issued instructions to convenors of teans for
the preparation of subregional programmes and to directors of regiona
institutions. The Universal Postal Union (UPU) issued detailed instructions to
national postal authorities, restricted unions of postal workers and regiona
advisers. For its part, FAO issued two brochures, "An Innovative Approach in
Techni cal Cooperation: Use of Experts for TCDC TCCT" and "Programe of
Cooperation with Academi ¢ and Research Institutions"

5. Two interesting initiatives should be specially noted. |TC has undertaken
the preparation of a paper on TCDC and economni c cooperati on anmong devel opi ng
countries (ECDC) that will seek to strengthen the application of those
nodalities in technical cooperation activities. UPUis carrying out a pilot
study to assess the TCDC capacity of countries, their willingness to undertake
operations utilizing the TCDC nodality and the attitude of donor countries in
supporting such activities. The results of these exercises should prove usefu
in the review of the guidelines in future

6. In view of the continued validity of the guidelines and the fact that it
was felt that there was no imedi ate need for their nodification, the various
organi zati ons and agenci es decided to acquire nore experience before reporting
to the Adnministrative Cormittee on Coordination. A neeting of agency foca
points is scheduled for May 1997, when the subject will be reviewed further and
a decision taken regarding the specific reconmendations to be submtted to the
Admini strative Committee.
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1. ORGAN ZATI ONAL AND SUPPORTI VE ARRANGEMENTS FOR TECHNI CAL
COOPERATI ON AMONG DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES, SUCH AS
ADM NI STRATI VE, LEGAL, | NFORMATI ON AND FI NANCI AL
ARRANGEMENTS
7. In paragraph 5 of its decision 9/3, the High-level Commttee invited the

Executive Board of UNDP to provi de adequate staff and the necessary support to
the Special Unit in order to enable it to carry out its responsibilities and to
respond to the decisions on new directions for TCDC. |n paragraph 1 of its
decision 9/4, it welconed the efforts of the Admi nistrator to increase the

al |l ocation of resources for technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countri es.

8. During the biennium 1995-1996, the Special Unit functioned with its
budgeted staff conpl ement of seven Professional and nine General Service posts.
During 1996, one Professional staff nenber retired and another accepted
voluntary termnation of his services. However, those vacancies are in the
process of being filled.

9. The al | ocati on under special programme resources for TCDC during the period
1992-1996 was $13.3 mllion, including a carry-over of $2.8 million fromthe
previous cycle. Actual expenditure during 1992-1995 was $8.4 mllion and
estimated 1996 expenditure should amount to $3.0 million, resulting in tota

proj ected expenditures of $11.4 million during the period 1992-1996. In 1996
Japan al so nade available $2 nmillion fromthe existing Human Resources

Devel opment Fund within UNDP for the pronotion of TCDC. A nunber of projects
have been identified for funding fromthis source.

10. The TCDC programre for 1997-1999 has been prepared on the basis of an
allocation of an estimated $15 nillion, or 0.05 per cent of the overall UNDP
resources, plus a carry-over fromthe current cycle of $1.9 mllion. In
addition, a Trust Fund on South-South Cooperation has been established in
accordance with General Assenbly resolution 50/119 of 20 Decenber 1995. Both
devel oped and devel opi ng countries have been invited to contribute to the Fund.
It is estinmated that an additional $10 mllion will be contributed to the Trust
Fund during the period 1997-1999.

11. The above-nentioned situation is brought to the attention of the High-Ieve
Conmittee for information



