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The neeting was called to order at 4.30 p.m
ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopt ed.
THE SI TUATION | N GEORA A

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY- GENERAL CONCERNI NG THE S| TUATI ON I N
ABKHAZI A, GEORG A (S/ 1994/ 80 and Add. 1)

The PRESIDENT: | should like to informthe Council that I
have received a letter fromthe representative of Georgia in which
he requests to be invited to participate in the discussion of the
itemon the Council's agenda. |In accordance with the usual
practice, | propose, with the consent of the Council, to invite
that representative to participate in the discussion w thout the
right to vote, in accordance with the rel evant provisions of the
Charter and rule 37 of the Council's provisional rules of
pr ocedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided.
At the invitation of the President, M. Chkheidze (CGeorgia)

took a place at the Council table.
The PRESIDENT: The Security Council will now begin its

consideration of the itemon its agenda.

The Security Council is neeting in accordance with the
understanding reached in its prior consultations.

Menbers of the Council have before themthe report of the
Secretary-CGeneral concerning the situation in Abkhazia, CGeorgia,
docunents S/ 1994/80 and Addendum 1.

Menbers of the Council also have before them docunent
S/ 1994/ 96, which contains the text of a draft resolution prepared
in the course of the Council's prior consultations.

| should like to draw the attention of the nenbers of the
Council| to docunents S/ 1994/32 and S/ 1994/88, which contain the
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(Ihe President)

texts of letters dated 13 and 26 January 1994 from the Permanent

Representative of CGeorgia to the United Nations addressed to the
President of the Security Council and the Secretary-General,
respectively.

The first speaker is the representative of Georgia, upon whom
I now call.

M. CHKHEIDZE (Georgia): | should |like to take this
opportunity to once again repeat how greatly ny Governnent
appreci ates the efforts of the Secretary-CGeneral and of the
Security Council to achieve stabilization and an overall political
settlenment of the situation in Abkhazia, the Republic of Georgia.
| should also like to express ny admration for, and appreciation
of, the Special Envoy of the Secretary General, Anbassador Brunner,
who has been doi ng an arduous j ob.

In the conplexity of the Abkhaz conflict the issue of the
refugees and di spl aced persons is of the utnost inportance to us.
Not only are refugees and di spl aced persons a burden on our
devast at ed econony, but delay in solving the problem may al so serve
as a kind of fuse for further destabilization. That is why | urge
that greater attention to the peace-keeping operation in Abkhazi a,

i s indispensabl e.

The neeting in Moscow three days ago unfortunately failed to
result in a solution of the refugee issue, because of the attenpts
of the Abkhaz side to create a screening nechanismfor the refugees
and di spl aced persons during the process of their return. Wat is
nore, how can this process ever begin when the places where they
resi ded are being repopul ated by non-indi genous el enents, including

foreign conbatants? This is nothing but a concealed formof ethnic
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(M. Chkheidze, Georgia)
cleansing. It also challenges the efforts of the United Nations

and previous agreenents for a peaceful settlenent.

We realize that determ nation of the political status of
Abkhazi a, respecting the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
the Republic of Georgia, is the key to an overall political
settlenment. But | should also like to stress that an urgent
resolution of the refugee problemis the key to the determ nation
of the political status of Abkhazia itself. Return of the refugees
must be carried out w thout any precondition.

The PRESIDENT: It is ny understanding that the Council is
ready to proceed to vote on the draft resolution before it. Unless
| hear any objection, | shall put the draft resolution to the vote
Nnow.

A vote was taken by show of hands.

In favour: Argentina, Brazil, China, Czech Republic,
D i bouti, France, New Zeal and, N geria, Oman,
Paki st an, Russi an Federation, Rwanda, Spai n,
Uni ted Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Irel and, United States of Anerica.
The PRESIDENT: There were 15 votes in favour. The draft
resol uti on has been adopted unani nously as resol ution 896 (1994).
| shall now call on those nenbers of the Council who wsh to
make statenents foll ow ng the voting.
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M. VORONTSOV (Russian Federation) (interpretation from

Russian): Participating as facilitator in the Georgi an- Abkhaz
negoti ati ons under United Nations auspices, the Russian Federation
views the agreenents outlined in the Conmmuni qué i ssued concerning
the second round of those negotiations as an inportant step towards
a political settlenent of the Abkhaz conflict. W are convinced
that this encouraging trend towards a settlenment of the crisis nust
i mredi ately be bol stered through vigorous steps on the part of the
international community to lend its firmsupport to the political
pr ocess.

The i nportance of such steps by the United Nations is al so
shown in the report of the Secretary-General concerning the
situation in Abkhazia (S/1994/80); we thank the Secretary-General
for having prepared the report.

The Russi an del egation fully supported the request by the
parties to the conflict to the Security Council, as contained in
t he Communi qué, with respect to the deployment in the zone of
conflict of United Nations peace-keeping forces or other forces
approved by the United Nations, and with respect to the extension
of the mandate of the United Nations Observer Mssion in Georgia
(UNOM G) .

Hence, the del egation of the Russian Federation considers the
resol ution just adopted by the Council concerning the extension to
7 March 1994 of the mandate of the United Nations Cbserver M ssion
in Georgia to be an interimdecision dictated by the need to extend
the M ssion's mandate, which woul d have expired today. W also
note that the resolution contains a basis on which the Counci
could, followi ng further discussion, adopt a fundanental decision

on deploying a full-scale United Nations peace-keepi ng operation,
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(M. Vorontsov, Russian Federation)

and that it entrusts the Secretary-General with carrying out the
necessary preparatory work for such a deci sion.

Al so of great inportance, clearly, is the resolution's appeal
to the parties, at the next round of negotiations, to achieve
substantive progress towards a conprehensive political settlenent
on the basis of respect for the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the Republic of Georgia.

A peace- keepi ng operation in Abkhazia is of the greatest
i nportance for future encouragenent of the peace process and for
ensuring that peace is stable and irreversible.

Qur view of the inportance of progress in the negotiations on
such issues as determning the status of Abkhazia wthin the
Republic of Georgia is based on a firmconviction that the
depl oynent of peace-keeping forces throughout the territory of
Abkhazi a, Republic of Georgia, wll create the nost favourable
conditions for hastened progress towards a conprehensive political
settlenment. The inmedi ate depl oynent of peace-keeping forces in
the zone of conflict is also necessary to ensure secure conditions
for the unconditional return of nearly 300,000 refugees - nearly
hal f the popul ati on of Abkhazia - w thout which there can be no
question of a final resolution of the political status of Abkhazia.
In his statenment to the Council a few m nutes ago, the
representative of Georgia was particularly forceful in |aying
stress on that situation.

Any delay in resolving the question of the return of the
refugees, who are currently enduring severe hardship in the
difficult wnter conditions of the nountainous Caucasus, woul d be
i nadm ssible - not only fromthe humanitarian standpoint but al so

because any such procrastination would carry the threat of a new
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breakdown in the fragile cease-fire. It would encourage the
attenpts of one party to the conflict to freeze the present
artificial status of Abkhazia and to intensify the process of
popul ating its deserted areas with people fromthe northern
Caucasus and with individuals of Abkhaz origin from other
countries.

W therefore support the appeal by the Georgian side for the
depl oynent of a full-scal e peace-keeping operation in Abkhazia as
the nost inportant way to resolve the critically inportant problem
of the refugees' return to Abkhazia. W regret that at this stage
the Security Council has been unable to neet that request by the
Republic of Georgi a.

We hope that during their com ng further consideration of the
Abkhaz crisis the nmenbers of the Security Council will take a
decision, with no further procrastination, on the establishment of
a peace-keepi ng operation in Abkhazia. Such an operation is of
extreme inportance with respect to ensuring international peace and
security in the region.

M. MERIMEE (France) (interpretation fromFrench): MW
del egation is pleased that by extending the mandate of the United
Nati ons Qobserver Mssion in Georgia (UNOM G until 7 March this
year the Security Council has sent a clear political signal to the
parties. Through the resolution it has just adopted, the Counci
has declared that fromnow on it is ready to accept the
consequences of substantive progress in the negotiations towards a
political settlenent respecting the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the Republic of Georgia.
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My delegation fully agrees with the Secretary-Ceneral that it
is the duty of the United Nations, as soon as the political will of
the parties to reach a negotiated settlenment is confirned, to
beconme further involved and respond to the appeal to establish a
peace- keepi ng operation in Abkhazi a.

The parties nust therefore understand that it is urgent that
t hey make progress in that regard. That sense of urgency rel ates
in particular to the very grave situation created in the Abkhaz
conflict by the presence of hundreds of thousands of refugees and
di spl aced persons. W are aware of the burden this problem places
upon the Georgian authorities. The political inplications nust not
be underestimated: the return of those persons is critical to the
guest for a political settlenent acceptable to all the parties. W
therefore expect all commtnments in principle undertaken in this
regard to be fulfilled w thout delay.

The Council will soon have to address the results of the next
round of negotiations, which are to take place in February. M
del egation is pleased that the planning process for the two peace-
keepi ng options proposed by the Secretary-Ceneral in his nost
recent report is already under way in the Secretariat.

France is ready to work actively with the other nenbers of the
Council, in cooperation wth the Secretariat and our partners in
the "Friends of Georgia" group, to prepare further decisions.

Sir David HANNAY (United Kingdom): M delegation is

grateful to the Secretary-Ceneral for his report of 25 January,

with its succinct and fair résunmé of devel opnents to date in
Ceorgia and its outline of two possible options for a future peace-
keeping force in Georgia. The exchanges |eading to the adoption of

the present resolution have provided a val uabl e opportunity for
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Security Council nenbers and others concerned to give prelimnary

t hought to those options and to the conditions that woul d be needed
for a new peace-keeping force to be depl oyed.

The safe return to their honmes of the refugees fromthis
conflict is now a matter of urgent priority and a critical test of
Abkhaz good will. M Governnment is deeply concerned at reports
that the latest round of talks failed to nake progress on the
return of refugees. W fully understand and synpathize wth the
concern of the CGeorgian Governnent over the continued presence of
sone 250, 000 di spl aced persons in Georgia. Their safe return wll
be a vital ingredient in restoring peace and stability in Ceorgia.
The international community | ooks to the Abkhaz side to facilitate
the return of the refugees and to participate actively in
arrangenents to ensure the security of the refugees after their
return. Their cooperation in this will be an inportant indicator
as to the prospects for agreenent on the wider political issues.

My Governnent, in addition, welcones this further extension of
the mandate of the United Nations Qbserver Mssion in CGeorgia
(UNOM G, and stands ready to support its expansion up to the limt
fixed in resolution 858 (1993) should the Secretary-Ceneral so
recommend. UNOM G has a valuable role to play in nonitoring the
i npl ementation by the parties of the obligations they have entered

into, and thus in building confidence between them
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My Governnment understands that others, including nost

inportantly the Governnent of CGeorgia, would have liked the
resolution to go further. W would like to endorse ourselves the
vi ew expressed by the Secretary-General in his report that
" ... the tensions and conflict situations that exist in the
new y i ndependent States of the former Soviet Union carry nuch
significance for regional stability and international peace
and security. They are as worthy of United Nations attention
as those in other regions." (S/.1994/80, para. 21).
The work the Secretariat will now undertake in exam ning
further the circunstances which m ght warrant a peace-keeping force
and the nodalities for such a force will further assist us in the

deci sions we shall need to take at the end of this new mandate

peri od.

In conclusion, | think it would be worth underlining the
strongly held view of ny own and, | believe, many other Governnents
represented on this Council, and which is reflected in this

resolution, nanely, that a key factor in future decisions on this
subject will be the extent of progress towards a political
settlenent in the negotiations between the parties due to take

pl ace in the course of next nonth. It is also, |I think, worth
underlining with equal firmess that nenbers of the Council would
not wish this fornmula to be used by one of the parties to gain tine
in order to consolidate its position. Any solution to this problem
must respect the territorial integrity of Georgia and ensure the
interests of the entire nultinational popul ation of Abkhazia. The

negotiators in Mdscow and Geneva nust work within that franmework.
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Ms. ALBRIGHT (United States of Anerica): M Governnent

supports the limted extension the Council has given to the United
Nati ons Qbserver Mssion in Georgia. The resolution expresses the
Council's continuing desire to assist the parties to reach a
conprehensive political settlenent, in keeping with the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of the Republic of Ceorgia.

At the sane tinme, however, the resolution is clear on a
fundanental point: the Council cannot get ahead of the parties
thensel ves in efforts towards a political solution to this
conflict. For that reason, the resolution rightly and pointedly
rem nds the parties of the need to denonstrate stronger w | lingness
to work towards a conprehensive political settlenent and stresses
t hat substantive progress nust be nade imediately on the political
status of Abkhazia. M Governnment will | ook very closely at this
issue as it considers the question whether further steps by the
Council m ght be warranted.

On the question of refugees and displ aced persons, the
resolution is also specific: all have a right to return to their
homes i n Abkhazia in secure conditions. The Council has taken no
position on exactly how the process of return should begin. But
the resolution is clear that the process of return is to take place
wi thin an agreed franmework, including a binding tinetable, that
applies to all refugees and displ aced persons. M/ Governnent does
not support, and woul d object strongly to, any attenpt to use
partial nmeasures as a way to avoid the obligation for the return of
all refugees and di spl aced persons.

M. MKINNON (New Zeal and): \When resol ution 881 (1993)

was adopted in Novenber 1993, the continuation of the mandate of
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the United Nations Qobserver Mssion in Georgia (UNOM G was made

dependent on further progress in the negotiations between the
parties. It was also agreed that UNOM G shoul d not be withdrawn if
that withdrawal itself m ght adversely affect the peace process.

New Zeal and believes that UNOM G s presence in Georgi a,
al t hough nodest, is a rem nder that the United Nations and the
international community are concerned about devel opnents in Georgia
and wsh to assist in creating a constructive environnent for
further peace negotiations. For that reason, we support the
continuation of UNOM G s nmandate for a further period of five
weeks.

The Secretary-General - rightly, in our view - recommended
agai nst the United Nations taking a decision nowto establish a
nor e el aborat e peace-keeping operation in Georgia. The current
de facto cease-fire is not a sure foundation for a peace-keepi ng
operation of the kind requested by the parties or for decisions on
t he nature and duration of such an operation.

The negotiations, which will resune next nonth, give the
parties a further opportunity to denonstrate that they are
genuinely and fully commtted to resolving their differences by
peaceful neans. It is on the basis of the outconme of those
negoti ati ons that the nenbers of the Council wll exam ne the
Secretary-Ceneral's next report on the situation in Ceorgia.

New Zeal and will want to scrutinize closely proposals for an
expanded peace-keeping force. New Zealand is firmy of the view
that any new United Nations peace-keeping operation in Georgia
woul d have to be structured along traditional |ines.

New Zeal and is particularly concerned about the plight of the

many t housands who have been nmade refugees by the fighting in
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Abkhazia. W understand the concern of the Governnent of Georgia

for the problens associated with the return of these refugees to
their hones. Displaced persons nust be able to resune their
ordinary lives wthout fear of violence or intimdation. Progress
on this front is clearly an inportant indicator of the comm tnent
of the parties. W are pleased that today's resolution reaffirns
the rights of all refugees to return to their hones.

Finally, New Zeal and recogni zes the inplications for regional
security of a deteriorating situation in Georgia, and we wel cone
the willingness of regional countries - in particular, the Russian
Federation as facilitator - to play a constructive role in seeking
a solution in this difficult area.

M. LI Zhaoxing (China) (interpretation from Chinese):

The Chi nese del egation is deeply concerned at the devel opnents in
the Republic of Georgia. W have noted that the humanitarian
situation in Abkhazia, CGeorgia, is still deteriorating. The arned
conflict has resulted in enornous | osses of |life and property and
in large nunbers of refugees and di spl aced persons. For this, we
Wi sh to express our profound concern and synpat hy.

As the Secretary-General points out in paragraph 21 of his
report (S/1994/80) on the question of Ceorgia, "The roots of this
di spute go back many years" with "deep enmty between the two
sides", and "the present cease-fire ... is not based on a witten
agreenent”. Such devel opnents are bound to affect the stability of
that region. Extending the mandate of the United Nations Observer
M ssion in Georgia will be beneficial in creating the conditions
for carrying out humanitarian relief and repatriation activities as
well as in avoiding further conflict so as to construct a | asting

peace. Consequently, the Chinese del egation supports the
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recomendati on of the Secretary-CGeneral and voted in favour of the
resol ution just adopted.

In our view, in seeking a solution to this conflict, the
international community should fully respect the independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia, and the interests
of the multi-ethnic inhabitants of Abkhazia should al so be
guaranteed. W are glad to note that these two points have been
reflected in the Conmmuni que signed by the two sides on 13 January
and have becone the fundanental principles for the conprehensive
settlement of this conflict.

We have all along advocated the settlenment of this dispute
t hrough peaceful negotiations. W have noted that wth the
medi ati on of the Secretary-Ceneral and his Special Envoy, the two
parties to the conflict have held two rounds of negotiations in
Geneva and signed the Menorandum of Understandi ng and the
Communi que, respectively. Al these are wel conme devel opnents. W
hope that the two sides will maintain this nonmentum and continue to
earnestly pronote the peace process for the conprehensive
settl enent of the question of Georgia through negotiations so as to
bring the civil war in CGeorgia to an early end and create genui ne
peace and tranquillity for people of different ethnic groups in

Ger ogi a.
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M. YANEZ BARNUEVO (Spain) (interpretation from Spanish):
The renewal of the mandate of the United Nations Observer M ssion
in Georgia (UNOM G, just approved by the Security Council, is
confirmation of the rays of hope for Abkhazia, Republic of Georgia,
that were already discernible on the horizon 22 Decenber |ast, when
we adopted resolution 892 (1993). The signing of the Menorandum of
Under st andi ng on 1 Decenber was followed by the signing in Geneva
on 13 January of the joint Comuni qué, which broadens the scope of
t he agreenents reached.

The political process has thus continued to nove forward, and
measures are being taken towards a return to normal cy, neasures
that should be nore firmy in place when all the refugees and
di spl aced persons can return with their security guaranteed.
wi sh here to reiterate Spain's concern over the situation besetting
hundreds of thousands of refugees and di spl aced persons. The
urgent need for their return in conditions of security, an
unquestionably humanitarian matter, is reinforced by the collateral
need to restore Abkhazia's denographic structure with a viewto
possi bl e future el ections.

It is therefore essential that the political process of
negoti ati on be continued and consolidated under the auspices of the
Secretary-Ceneral and his Special Envoy, Anbassador Brunner, wth
the cooperation of the Chairman-in-Ofice of the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) and the assistance of the
Government of the Russian Federation as noderator. W are pleased
that this effort is now being suppl enented by the energence of a
group of "Friends of Ceorgia".

It should be made cl ear that the negotiating process, as
stated in the Conmuni que of 13 January, nust be based on the

territorial integrity of the Republic of Georgia and on the
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interests of the entire popul ati on of Abkhazia. Those advances in
t he negotiating process wll, we hope, foster the necessary
conditions for establishing in the zone of conflict a peace-keeping
force that expands upon UNOM G s observer role to play a nore
active part the inplenentation of the agreenents between the
parties in order to prevent new hostilities, by neans of separation
of the forces, supervision of the disarmanent process and

wi t hdrawal of armed units.

As the Secretary-GCeneral states in his report, any peace-
keepi ng action in Abkhazia should take fully into account the
principles recently set forth by the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE): respect for the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of the receiving State, the consent of the
parties, inpartiality, nmultinationality, a clear mandate,
transparency and, especially, a close linkage with the political
process of settling the conflict.

We hope, then, to receive fromthe Secretary-General, before
expiration of UNOM G s current nmandate, a new report containing
good news about the advances made in the negotiating process and
i nprovenent in the situation on the ground.

The PRESIDENT: | shall now nmake a statenment in ny
capacity as representative of the Czech Republic.

We are neeting today to deal with problens of yet another
country ridden with tragedy. The case of Georgia may, in fact, be
one that indicates the limts of what the Security Council and the
United Nations system can do.

The situation is well known: forces from anong the Abkhazi ans
of Georgia, who had constituted a mnority even in their own

regi on, made use of the weakness of the Georgian central Governnent
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and enpl oyed force of arns in an effort to secede. |In the process,
sone 300, 000 i nhabitants of Abkhazia - nore than half the total

popul ation - were forced fromtheir hones.

The fighting between the Abkhazi ans and the CGeorgian
Governnment eventually led to a truce, and the United Nations was
invited to introduce its own mlitary observers, the United Nations
(bserver Mssion in Georgia (UNOMG . The truce was |ater broken
by the Abkhazi ans, and the peace-keeping force renmai ned of only
token size. It has since expanded, but still only to a neagre 20
men, |ess than one one-thousandth the strength of the United
Nations force in Somalia or in the battlefields of the Bal kans.

The agony of Ceorgia, however, is very acute. The 300, 000
refugees fromthe Abkhazian region constitute a severe strain on
the political and social fabric of the rest of Georgia and al so
af fect nei ghbouring countries. |In addition, they represent a
constitutional problemin the continuing struggle between CGeorgian
Government authorities and the Abkhazian insurgents, for, even if a
constitutional solution to the issue of Abkhazia were to be
grounded on a referendum one would have to doubt the results of a
referendumin an area that had | ost nore than half its original
popul ation to refugee canps outside the area.

Finding a political status for Abkhazia that is acceptable to
both sides appears to be the main stunbling block. Finding the
right solution will take tine. Anything that both parties agree to
wi || probably be internationally acceptable; but, in our view,
aut ononous status for Abkhazians within the Republic of Georgia
woul d be preferable. W support Ceorgia' s territorial integrity.

These are the problens facing the Georgi an Governnment, and

t hey are problens we understand. There appears, however, to be no
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easy way in which the Security Council can help. The foundation

for any peace-keeping operation is a basic political settlenent

bet ween the opposing parties, and we are encouraged by progress

t hat has been nade along these lines. W are encouraged al so by
the fact that the truce the parties have agreed to continues to

hol d.

On the other hand, we are very disturbed by the fact that the
recent quadripartite nmeeting on the repatriation of refugees did
not lead to an agreenent. "Ethnic cleansing” is inpermssible
under any circunstances whatever. Trying to alleviate the results
of "ethnic cleansing"” by picking and choosing who of the "cleansed"
refugees may or may not return is also inpermssible. Equally
egregious is the reported effort of insurgent Abkhazians to
repopul ate their territory with nercenaries and tribesnen,

i ncl udi ng Russi an Cossacks, from other areas.

The Secretary-General's report recognizes nost of these
difficulties. It soberly assesses what we can do and the limts to
what we can do. As synpathetic as we may be to the plight of the
refugees from Abkhazia, and as well-respected as
Presi dent Shevardnadze is in the international comunity, it would
be very challenging for us to interpose a sizeable international
contingent of peace-keepers in this conflict. Indeed, it would be
i npossible to do so now, w thout having prepared such an operation
t horoughly. Decisions about so inportant a matter cannot be made
under pressure of tine.

What we have decided to do today is rather less. And even if,
in fact, it turns out to be only a Band-Aid, even if it turns out
to be too little and too late, it is probably all we can do now.

We have decided to extend the nmandate of UNOM G by anot her five
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weeks, provide for expanding it to its full, originally sanctioned

strength, and neanwhile to study, very carefully but very
i ntensively, how best to create an international force of the
required strength.

There is no question that involving the United Nations in any
force that woul d have a substantial contingent of Russian troops,
operating in a country which since 1801 has been al nost
uni nterruptedly under Russian control, necessarily calls for such
circunspection. This is particularly called for in view of recent
devel opnents on the Russian Federation's donestic scene. And we
al so recall President Shevardnadze's words of a little over a year
ago, addressed to the Secretary-Ceneral, when he found

"Particularly disturbing ... the participation of the

Russi an troops stationed in Abkhazia on the side of Abkhaz

extrem sts." (S/.25026, annex, p.2)

We have to investigate whether the | eopard has i ndeed changed its
spots or whether we are tal king about an entirely different animal.

The Czech Republic is particularly pleased that in its efforts
in Georgia the United Nations is cooperating with the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE). This, too, is reflected
in the Secretary-General's report and is recognized in the
resol uti on we have adopted. W would wish to strengthen this
cooperation even further. W could, for exanple, consider
appoi nting a "super-envoy" of sorts, representing both the United
Nations and the CSCE. Such an appoi ntnent woul d send a signal
about both organi zations' willingness to pool resources - of which
nei t her has an abundance - with respect, perhaps, to all of

Ceorgi a's probl ens.
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(The President)

Let us recall in this context that while the United Nations is

focusi ng on Abkhazia the CSCE is focusing on Southern Gsseti a,

anot her part of Georgia seeking a different constitutional
arrangenent. Georgia is, of course, such a small country that

what ever happens in one of its parts deeply and i medi ately affects
all others, and the CSCE' s so far exclusive involvenent in Southern
OGssetia is just another reason why the two organizations shoul d
cooperate as closely as possible.

A political settlenent and the presence of peacekeepers appear
in Georgia to constitute a variation of the chicken-and-egg
problem It is alleged that the presence of peacekeepers woul d
hel p spur a political settlenment. Yet we could hardly support
sendi ng peacekeepers into a situation where a political settlenent
had not been achi eved. Chicken or egg, the political settlenent
must cone first. And we will therefore | ook wth great
expectations towards the next round of tal ks between the opposing
parties, which we recommend should start as early as possible,
hopi ng that they yield substantive progress. That would
tremendously sinplify our role in the weeks ahead.

I now resunme ny function as President of the Council.

There are no further speakers on ny list. The Security
Counci | has thus concluded the present stage of its consideration

of the itemon its agenda.

The neeting rose at 5.10 p. m




