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The neeting was called to order at 4.40 p.m
ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopt ed.
THE QUESTI ON OF SOUTH AFRI CA

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY- GENERAL ON THE QUESTI ON OF SOUTH
AFRI CA (S/ 1994/ 16)

The PRESI DENT: | should like to informthe Council that |

have received a letter fromthe representative of South Africa in
whi ch he requests to be invited to participate in the discussion of
the itemon the Council's agenda. |In conformty with the usual
practice, | propose, with the consent of the Council, to invite
that representative to participate in the discussion w thout the
right to vote, in accordance with the rel evant provisions of the
Charter and rule 37 of the Council's provisional rules of
pr ocedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the President, M. Steward (South Africa)

took a place at the Council table.
The PRESI DENT: | should also like to informthe Counci

that | have received a letter dated 14 January 1994 fromthe

representatives of Djibouti, N geria and Rwanda on the Security

Council, which reads as foll ows:
"We, the undersigned nenbers of the Security Council, have
t he honour to request that the Security Council invite M.

Ki ngsl ey Makhubel a, Acting Chief Representative of the African
Nat i onal Congress (ANC), to address it during the course of
its consideration of the item' The question of South Africa

in accordance with rule 39 of the Council's provisional rules

of procedure.”
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(The President)
This letter will be published as a docunent of the Security
Counci | under the synbol S/ 1994/ 33.

If I hear no objection, |I shall take it that the Counci

agrees to extend an invitation under rule 39 of its provisional
rules of procedure to M. Mkhubel a.

There being no objection, it is so decided.
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(The President)

The Security Council will now begin its consideration of the
itemon its agenda.

The Security Council is neeting in accordance with the
understanding reached in its prior consultations.

Menbers of the Council have before themthe report of the
Secretary-General on the question of South Africa; this report is
contai ned in docunent S/1994/16.

Menbers of the Council also have before them docunent
S/ 1994/ 28, which contains the text of a draft resolution prepared
in the course of the Council's prior consultations.

The first speaker is the representative of South Africa, on
whom | now cal | .

M. STEWARD (South Africa): My | congratulate you, Sir,

on your assunption of the presidency of the Security Council. It
is difficult to conceive of a nore challenging responsibility than
the assunption of the presidency in the first nonth of nenbership
of the Council. M delegation has no doubt that you will acquit
yoursel f of your responsibilities with great distinction, as indeed
your record to date already confirns.

May | say at the outset, by way of a general comment, that, as
a del egation that has always been intimately involved with this
agenda item ny delegation is speaking nowto mark a mlestone in
the Council's deliberations, in a spirit of appreciation and
cooperation. M del egation has no desire to unleash a debate or
arouse controversy on this issue. But the Council will appreciate
that certain constraints still remain on our participation in
debate in the other place where this itemnmy be debated - the

Ceneral Assenbly - although, in our view, those constraints are
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(M. Steward, South Africa)
i nappropriate in the present circunstances. So we currently have
no option but to make our supportive views known in this particular
forum

In that sense, | have been instructed by nmy Governnent to make
a brief statenent.

A nere 18 nonths ago Foreign Mnister R F. Botha, at an
earlier stage of the negotiating process, quoted a poemin this
Counci | which read:

"Courage, friends, hold fast;

The bad will turn to good,;

Qut of the darkness cones the dawn!”

South Africa's dawn is in sight. W have entered our
transition to a new South Africa. Transitional structures have
been put in place and are now fully operational, engaged in
levelling the political playing fields for the el ections.

In addition, the newinterimconstitution for South Africa has
been adopted by Parlianent. It provides for: the establishnment of a
constitutional systemwhere the constitution will be sovereign;

t he protection of basic rights of all individuals, conmunities and
cul tural groups through a universally acceptable bill of rights,
which will be entrenched in the constitution; an independent
constitutional court that wll act as the guardi an of the
constitution and the bill of rights; clearly defined constitutional
principles with which any future constitution will have to conply;
a bal anced division of functions and powers between provincial
governments based on federal principles and the central governnent;
and finally, a constitution which does not discrimnate in any way

on the basis of colour, creed or gender.
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(M. Steward, South Africa)

My Governnent wel conmes the Security Council's proposal to
assi st South Africa to pronote the peaceful and transparent
constitutional transition to a governnent of national unity.
Today's neeting of the Council w Il doubtless be cited in days to
come as an inportant benchmark in the history of the United
Nat i ons.

Permit nme to congratul ate the United Nations Speci al
Representative for South Africa, M. Lakhdar Brahim , and his team
and the Secretary-General's survey team- all of whomvisited South
Africa last nmonth - on producing a very conprehensive, constructive
and professional report. As the Council is aware, the
Secretary-CGeneral's proposals were made after w de-rangi ng
di scussions by the Special Representative in South Africa,
consequent to the Secretary-General's neeting with State
President de Klerk in Septenber 1993 in New York. Foreign Mnister
Bot ha, noreover, wote to the Secretary-Ceneral on 1 Decenber 1993
suggesting that the United Nations should give i mediate
consi deration to advance planning for a possible United Nations
role in the election process in South Africa. In the |ight of
subsequent devel opnents, | am confident that the Secretary-Ceneral
will concur in ny making the contents of M. Botha's letter known
to the Council

"The | ndependent El ectoral Conm ssion Act of 1993 nakes
provi sion for observers fromthe United Nations and ot her

i nt ergovernnental organizations to be accredited by the

Sub- Counci| of Foreign Affairs of the Transitional Executive

Council (TEC) in consultation with the Departnment of Foreign
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Affairs, in order to observe and report on the el ectoral

pr ocess.

"The South African Governnent therefore shares the view
that the work of the observers appointed in terns of Security
Council resolution 772 (1992), should continue and that, given
its experience in this field, the United Nations shoul d be
encouraged to give effect to its offer of assistance during
the run-up to the el ections.

"The Government appreciates that giving effect to this
proposal would entail a nmarked increase in the nunber of
observers and that their nmandate would differ fromthat agreed
upon in terns of Security Council resolution 772 (1992). It
is, however, willing to discuss these matters with you as soon
as the conpetent United Nations bodi es have reached agreenent
on the principle.

"My Governnent is aware that concerns have been expressed
that delay in reaching agreenent mght make it difficult for
the United Nations to nount an effective operation. It would
t heref ore suggest that immedi ate considerati on be given to
advance planning, in order to ensure that, when the
I ndependent El ectoral Conm ssion (IEC) and the Transitional
Executive Council (TEC) becone operational, further delays can
be avoi ded. "

The Secretary-General's report sets out in detail the |egal
framework set up in South Africa within which the April 1994
elections wll be held, as well as the operational approach for the
expanded United Nations operation. The main thrust of the expanded

mandate of the United Nati ons Observer Mssion in South Africa
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(UNOVBA), as reflected in the Secretary-Ceneral's report, will be

to assist in ensuring that the election is legitimate, free and
fair. The legitimcy of the election nust be placed beyond al
doubt. Consequently, ny Governnent is in agreenent that the role
of the international observers should focus on inhibiting political
vi ol ence and intimdation and bringing about tol erance. An
i nportant function of the observers will be to inhibit political
parties as nmuch as possible fromengagi ng i n unaccept abl e behavi our
that inpinges on free and fair participation by others.

Al t hough the situation in South Africa is irreversible,
resi stance by sone entities, notably the radical left and the
reactionary right, is being encountered. The Secretary-General's
report accurately records that political violence continues to be
concentrated nainly in Natal and the East Rand, where it is centred
on the townshi ps of Katl ehong and Thokoza. The tragic situation in
t hese areas was the topic of discussions between State
President de Klerk and M. Mandela earlier this week and was
i mredi ately taken up by the Transitional Executive Council.
Hopefully, new initiatives will serve to abate this tragic problem
The report also notes that right-wi ng violence is increasing, and
anot her trend, that of attacks on civilians by left-w ng arned
formati ons, also nust be addressed; a recent exanple of this trend
is the indiscrimnate and horrifying attack on a students' tavern

in Cbservatory, Cape Town.
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The el ectoral process nmay not be snpboth in every respect and

attenpts may well be nmade to draw the international observers into
| ocal disputes. Their objectivity and inpartiality wll be crucial
and nmay be severely tested. W are optimstic, however, that the
expanded United Nations operation will followin the footsteps of
the present observer M ssions which have been effective and have
made a significant contribution to the efforts of the National
Peace Secretariat and other Peace Accord structures to conbat

vi ol ence.

The Secretary-General's report recognizes the foll ow ng
essential principles: the closest possible interaction with the
South African transitional structures and the setting-up of joint
cooperative structures; the inportance of United Nations
coordination of the activities of observers fromintergovernnental
organi zati ons and i ndividual Governnments; and the need effectively
to cooperate with South African and foreign non-governnental
or gani zati ons.

Recently in Gslo, State President de Klerk gave his views on
peace. He noted that peace is both a franme of mnd and a
framework. A framework for peace in South Africa has been agreed
upon. Peace itself wll arrive if we can now establish the right
frame of mnd in political |eaders and ordi nary peopl e everywhere,
a franme of mnd which | eads people to resolve differences through
negoti ati on, conprom se and agreenents instead of conpul sion and
vi ol ence.

| should be failing in nmy duty were | not to express ny

appreciation to the nmenbers of the Security Council for their
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synpat hetic and expeditious response to the request by South Africa

for support in the forthcom ng el ectoral process. W trust that
depl oynent of the observers will proceed pronptly and smoothly. |
assure Council nenbers that the observers will receive the ful
cooperation of the South African authorities and all those invol ved
in the process, including respect for their safety as has been the
case so far in respect of the present Cbserver M ssion.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of South Africa
for the kind words he addressed to ne.

The next speaker is M. Kingsley Makhubela, to whomthe

Council has extended an invitation under rule 39 of its provisional
rules of procedure. | invite himto take a place at the Counci
table and to nmake his statenent.

M. MAKHUBELA: First, | nust express ny gratitude to you,

Sir, for allowng nme to nmake a statenent during this crucial and

i nportant debate on South Africa. The draft resolution that is
about to be adopted will indeed assist us greatly in our efforts to
secure a peaceful transition fromapartheid to denocracy. W thank
all nmenbers of the Security Council for their continued efforts
towards the total eradication of the apartheid system one of the
nost horrendous and vicious systens ever experienced by humanity
anywhere in the world.

Let nme seize this opportunity to congratulate M. Brahim for
hi s appoi ntnment as the Secretary-General's Special Representative
for South Africa. He is certainly no newconer to the struggle
agai nst apartheid or the sphere of international politics and
di pl omacy. W are grateful that M. Brahim is bringing his

val uabl e experience to our country and we pl edge our cooperation
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with himin the fulfilnment of his task. W are indebted to the

Secretary-Ceneral for appointing M. Brahim as his Special
Representative for South Africa and for his detailed report
presented here today. W welcone that report and hope that al
other parties involved will also welcone the initial
recommendations it contains.

We al so appl aud the Secretary-CGeneral's efforts to encourage
t hose who have not so far been fully commtted to the el ectoral
process. W urge the Secretary-Ceneral to continue in his efforts
to encourage themto nake a commtnent in the denocratic process
now under way in South Africa, and we hope that the Council wll
continue to render effective support to our people during this
transition.

The PRESIDENT: | thank M. Mkhubela for his kind words
addressed to ne.

It is ny understanding that the Council is ready to proceed to
vote on the draft resolution before it. Unless | hear any
objection, | shall take it that that is the case.

There being no objection, it is so decided.

| shall first call on those nenbers of the Council who wsh to
make statenments before the voting.

M. OHAYE (Dibouti): | wish to congratul ate you nost

warmy, Sir, on your assunption at short notice of the presidency
of the Council for this nonth. M delegation is indeed pleased
wi th your skills.

Let me al so express our gratitude and respect to your

predecessor Anmbassador Li Zhaoxing of China.
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My delegation is deeply grateful to the Secretary-General for

hi s nost conprehensive and insightful report on the general
situation in South Africa, the views of the major players and the
requi renents for an effective international observer-nonitor role
in the comng election process and elections. W are particularly
pl eased at the appointnent of M. Lakhdar Brahim as the Secretary-
Ceneral's Special Representative for South Africa. He is a nost
capabl e and experienced di pl omat who has al ready denonstrated his
considerable skills in the brief period since he assunmed his post.
H's briefing of the Council yesterday on the situation in South
Africa and the views of key participants was nost useful,
intelligent and perceptive.

Al t hough South Africa has been on the United Nations "nost
wanted" list for sone 30 years, our active involvenent can be
traced to the fall-out of the Boi patong nassacre of 17 June 1992,
whi ch pronpted the Council to adopt resolution 765 (1992) inviting
the Secretary-General to appoint a Special Representative to the
country and to reconmend ways to end the violence and create
conditions for a peaceful transition to denocracy. Shortly
thereafter, we adopted resolution 772 (1992), which authorized the
depl oynment of the first United Nations observers in that turbul ent
country.

As the report indicates, South Africa appears determ ned to
hol d el ections that will be perceived by all to be free and fair.
To this end, the new Transitional Executive Council (TEC), inits
first neeting on 7 Decenber, requested that United Nations
activities be expanded beyond vi ol ence-nonitoring to include

observation of the electoral process which will culmnate in
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observation of the polling on election day. As the General

Assenbly and the Council anticipated |late |ast year, the United
Nati ons has been asked to provide a sufficient nunber of election
observers and to coordinate the activities of a |large, diverse
group of international nonitors who will be present. It is

pl easing to see in the report the extent to which the United
Nations is able to draw upon its grow ng el ection experiences to
forge a progranme neeting South Africa's specific needs. The draft
resol ution before us covers nost of the requirenents for the United
Nations to be able to fulfil the TEC s requests, and ny del egation
t herefore supports it.

We al so support the Secretary-CGeneral's intention to set up a
trust fund to assist African and ot her devel oping countries w shing
to participate as observers in neeting the cost involved, with the
hope that Menber States will contribute generously. The Secretary-
General has outlined very well the many activities that will have
to be undertaken, the structure he has in mnd to do this, and the
restricted time frame in which we nust operate before the el ections
t ake place on 27 April.
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We support, therefore, the Secretary-CGeneral's concept of a

Coordinating Commttee, with its technical task force and joint
operating units, as well as the increase in manpower called for by
way of observers, adm nistrators and professionals.

Many organi zations and entities have played a strong role in
bri ngi ng about change in South Africa. Fromthe early days of
apart hei d's appearance the United Nations has actively opposed,
within the confines of cold war politics, the repressive policy.
The Organi zation of African Unity, the Commonweal th and ot her
i nternational organizations and countries were simlarly
instrunmental in thwarting apartheid' s hold. Wth the dem se of the
cold war, rapid changes in the world econony, and political
devel opnents in the region pointing towards further isolation,
South Africa has opted to join the world conmmunity as a ful
menber. It was a wise choice. This is the country that for over a
quarter of a century was saddled with crippling international
sanctions and considered a pariah State, isolated as al nost no
ot her on the face of the earth.

The course will not be easy, as we all recognize. There is
much j ockeying for control, for power, for sheer existence within
the political sphere. O the 26 parties in the Miltiparty
Negoti ati ng Process (MPNP), which began the job of redesigning
South Africa's political |andscape, only 19 signed the interim
constitution. Those opposed - essentially a collection of right-
wi ng di ehards unable to accept the |oss of status and power, and
African parties seeking to carve out separate status and privil eges
for thenselves - are determned to use any neans necessary to

thwart these progressive neasures. Wile they are powerful and
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commtted, they are localized and identifiable. W can expect,

however, the use of violence to rise in townships, against selected
| eaders and groups, and in the formof economc warfare. This
right-wing threat, created by their non-participation, will call
for strong unity and consensus anong those who operate within the
system

Exerci sing power and the vote will be a |earning experience
for everyone in South Africa, for the systemhas to be seen to
work. And the systemand its workings are indeed conplex. A
parlianment nust be sel ected, a governnent appointed, a court system
erected, and a final constitution drafted. Real, active politics
have begun in South Africa.

It is perhaps tinme which places all these events in bold
relief, and there is not enough of it. Wile the National Peace
Accord and its Secretariat, peace commttees, national peace
commttee and codes of conduct can be expected to play a valuable
role in maintaining peace and educating the voters, there is a
di scerni bl e weakness in resources, conmmtnent and tinme. To oppose
vi ol ence, reliance nust be placed on security forces, many of which
have their synpathies el sewhere. The ideal would have been to
shake them up, but again there is not enough tine to select, train
and assign such a force before the el ections.

I have sketched this overview to sinply underscore the pivota
role the United Nations would play in this situation. Throughout
the el ection process the United Nations will be able to nonitor,
report, expose, and record the actions of the players and the

wor ki ngs of the system Wth so |arge and diverse a group of
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i nternati onal observers, covering so intense a process, culmnating

in elections in over 10,000 polling booths, the job of
coordination, logistics, and admnistration will be form dabl e.
Wth its nounting el ection experiences, w despread acceptance and
respect in South Africa, and its perception as fair and inpartial,
the United Nations is uniquely placed to undertake this

mul tifaceted task

South Africa has cone a long way in a short period of tine,
and wll play a significant role in the future of the region and
Africa as a whole. The effort now to bring the population into the
el ection process and to obtain a governnent seen as fair and
legitimate, is necessary for all. The requirenents of the United
Nations, admnistratively and financially, are reasonable in view
of what is at stake.

My del egation therefore supports the Secretary-General in his
concepts, proposals and requests. It is a well-conceived plan that
we believe will play a decisive role in the task of wenching South
Africa fromthe dooned path of anarchy, destruction, perhaps even
oblivion. The international comunity extends a hand of goodw ||
to all South Africans at this nonentous hour in the hope they wll
see in the undoubted greatness of their country's potential a value
nore real and satisfying than the unseenmly defense of unjustly
attai ned personal benefits and racial separation. It is our
sincere wish that we shall soon see a denocratic, nonracial, and
united South Africa.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of Djibouti for

his kind words addressed to ne.
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M. KHAN (Pakistan): Since this is the first occasion
that nmy delegation is taking the floor in a formal neeting of the
Security Council this year, | would |like to begin by extending a
very warm wel cone to the new nenbers of the Council

| also wsh to felicitate you, Sir, on assum ng the presidency
of the Council and on the brilliant manner in which you are
conducting the Council's business, your country's recent nenbership
of the Council notw thstanding. My delegation will continue to
extend to you its fullest cooperation in the discharge of your
responsibilities.

| cannot allow this opportunity to go by w thout placing on
record ny del egation's deep admration for the exenplary | eadership
provided to the Security Council by Anbassador Li, the Permanent
Representative of China, during the nonth of Decenber 1993.

My delegation is nost grateful to the Secretary-General for
his very well-structured and clear report on South Africa. W are
al so nost appreciative of the dedicated efforts of M. Brahim, the
Secretary-Ceneral's Special Representative for South Africa.

The general elections scheduled for 27 April 1994 in South
Africa woul d be a devel opnent of great historic inportance and
shoul d bring down the curtain on a long and painful era in the
hi story of South Africa. It would signify the victory of forces of
denocracy and egalitariani smover the dark forces of racism and
bigotry. W therefore find it crucially inportant that every
effort be made to ensure that these elections are conducted in a
free and fair manner in a peaceful environnment and lead to the
energence of that country as a denocratic, non-racial and united

entity.
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Wil e the prospect of a general election in South Africa open

to all its people on the basis of equality is a nost encouraging,
i ndeed an exciting denouenent, we are concerned at reports of
continuing violence in parts of that country. It is evident that
extrem st elenents want to disrupt the on-going process in South
Africa or at |east nmake the el ection as nessy as possible. [|ndeed,
acts of violence can be expected to increase as the election date
draws nearer and the fringe elenents find thensel ves nore and nore
mar gi nal i zed. W are, however, confident that the people of South
Africa wll not allow these elenents to derail or slow down the
process of peaceful change in their country. The presence of a
| ar ge nunber of international observers would, no doubt, act as a
check on racially or politically notivated viol ence.

It is, therefore, inportant that United Nations observers be
depl oyed in South Africa well ahead of the general election.
Taking into account the size and popul ation of the country, as well
as the fact that there would be about 10,000 polling stations, the
total of 5,000 international observers, which the Secretary-General
antici pates, mght be just enough to ensure an adequate coverage of
all polling areas. M del egation agrees that the depl oynent of
al nost 1,800 United Nations observers and the setting up of
ef fective nechanisns for proper coordination of activities anong
all the observer groups would be a col ossal task, especially in
view of the little tinme available to put all the arrangenents in
pl ace. Thus, while endorsing the deploynment programme outlined in
the Secretary-General's report, we would encourage himto proceed

wi th as nuch despatch as possible. 1In the ultimate analysis, the
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adequacy of the nunber of observers depl oyed woul d depend on how

peaceful is the run-up to the election and the polling itself. W
woul d also like to nention here that all the regions of world
shoul d be adequately represented in the United Nations Qbserver

G oup.
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The draft resolution before us is straightforward and to the
point. The alacrity with which it has been finalized represents
the priority that the Council attaches to the question of South
Africa and to joint commtnent to the denocratic process in that
country.

The PRESIDENT | thank the representative of Pakistan for
his kind words addressed to ny country and to nyself.
M. BlIZI MANA (Rwanda) (interpretation fromFrench): As

the Security Council is considering today the agenda item devoted

to the question of South Africa, | should Iike to express, on
behal f of the Rwandan del egation, our appreciation for the quality
of the report of the Secretary-General, which provides a plan for
the role which the United Nations nust play in the el ectoral
process in South Africa. W would also praise the efforts nmade by
M. Brahim, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General.

My del egation al so wi shes to praise the courage and sense of
responsibility which the parties involved in the nmultiparty
negoti ati ons have di spl ayed which have nmade it possible to
establish constitutional agencies to guide the country during the
transitional period, which nust |ead to a denocratic, non-racial
and united South Afri ca.

In this context, | should like to point out that Rwanda
remai ns convinced that, in order to guarantee peaceful and profound
changes in South African society, the international comunity nust
continue to support vigorously the efforts undertaken by the South

African peopl e.
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It is against this background that we pay particular tribute
to all the actions undertaken by the United Nations through the
United Nations Observer Mssion in South Africa (UNOMSA), actions
whi ch are supported by the Organization of African Unity (QAU), the
Commonweal th and the European Union, thanks to their generous
contribution to the process of transition in South Africa.

Ceneral |y speaking, ny del egation pays tribute to the
international community for its support, thanks to which South
Africa has reached a stage where the transition towards denocracy
is now enshrined in the national |egislation of that country.

Wil e repeating Rwanda's commtnent to the success of the
denocratic process under way in South Africa, | wish to express our
concern over the resurgence of violence in South Africa to such a
| evel that the outconme of nunerous initiatives nentioned by the
Secretary-General in his report and undertaken to contain that
violence is far from encouragi ng.

We feel that the situation, which may be prejudicial to the
proper hol ding of elections, argues in favour of setting up
measures and nmachinery to eradicate this persistent scourge and to
guarantee the holding of free and denocratic el ections.

Therefore we urge the parties concerned to abstain from
continuing violence and to commt thenselves to the forthcom ng
el ections.

In this context, we firmy support the request nmade by the

Transi ti onal Executive Council, whereby the United Nations woul d
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make available to it a sufficient nunber of international

observers.

In the light of the stakes involved and of the challenge to be
met, we join in the appeal to strengthen the presence of the United
Nations in South Africa, considering that it would be indi spensabl e
to ensure that the observers arrive in South Africa well before the
el ections are hel d.

W woul d also |ike the proposed expansi on of the mandate of
UNOVBA to be able to contribute to generating a climte to pronote
the security conditions necessary for the proper holding of the
el ections schedul ed for 27 April 1994.

In order to ensure the maximumcredibility of this el ectoral
process, we feel that in addition to the United Nations, States and
i nt ergover nnental and non-governnental organizations shoul d
actively contribute to each stage of the process on the
under standi ng that such all-enbracing contributions require
sust ai ned coordi nati on which the United Nations nust skilfully and
efficiently ensure.

In the sane context, we welcone the intention of the
Secretary-Ceneral to establish a special trust fund to finance the
participation of additional observers comng fromAfrican and ot her
devel opi ng countries, and we hope that the international comunity
will contribute generously to that fund.

My del egation al so shares the understanding that the

consolidation of the denpcratic transfornati on of South Africa
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requires a commtnment by the international conmunity to that

country's sustai ned econoni c grow h.

We hope that the international community will give
consi derabl e and varied assistance to hel p the new Governnent to
rai se the socio-economc living standards of the nost deprived
sectors of the South African population. That will, in the |ong
run, permt the resolution of certain problens, including the
vi ol ence which prevails in the country and which threatens the
process of transformati on now under way.

In conclusion, | should |ike to enphasize that the Rwandan
del egation, welcom ng the progress achieved by the South African
peopl e on the road which has led to this decisive phase in history;
and being aware of the need for the international comunity to
continue to help the South African people carry out this process
successfully, will vote in favour of the draft resolution that the
Council is about to adopt.

M. MERIMEE (France) (interpretation fromFrench): M
del egation is happy that our Council has net today on a question
t hat has been the subject of a w despread consensus within the
i nternational community.

On 27 April, South Africans wll be participating in the first
truly denocratic elections in the history of that country. This
extraordi nary event has been nmade possible by the determ nation of
men and wonen who, by commobn consent, have agreed to put an end to
t he unaccept abl e apartheid regi ne which our Organi zation has

consi stently condemed.
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These el ections, for this reason, deserve the full support of
our Council and of the international comunity.

Here, France wi shes to pay a sincere tribute to
President De Klerk and to the President of the African National
Congress (ANC), M. Nel son Mandel a, w thout whom these
devel opnents, which were inconceivable only a few years ago, could
never have taken pl ace.

That notw t hstandi ng, nmuch hard work remains to be done before
the elections. MIllions of voters will have to register on the
el ectoral rolls to participate in the vote. They wll have to be
given mnimal training if elections are to be held as
denocratically as possible. Finally, as the Secretary-General has
stressed, acts of violence could disrupt the snmooth functioning of
t he voting operations.

My del egati on woul d express the hope that the parties in South
Africa and, in particular, those which have not agreed to
participate in the nultiparty negotiations, will refrain from any
acts of violence or intimdation, both against the voters and
agai nst international observers, and thereby contribute to the
hol di ng of these free and fair elections.

France, for its part, will spare no effort to enable South
Africans to express thenselves freely on the occasion of these
first elections which constitute for South Africa the begi nning of

a great new human adventure.
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M. AL-KHUSSAIBY (Oran): Allow ne at the outset to thank

Your Excellency for presiding over the Council for this nonth and

to express ny del egation's warm congratul ati ons on the excel |l ent
manner in which you have been skilfully steering the work of this
Council. W are confident that your w se and genui ne | eadership
will lead us to a favourabl e concl usion.

| should also like to take this opportunity to extend ny
sincerest congratul ations to your predecessor, Anbassador Li of
China, for successfully presiding over the Council |ast nonth.

Today, this Council is considering once again the question of
South Africa. As we all know, the situation in South Africa has
al ways been one of the inportant issues, both in the General

Assenbly and in the Security Council
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Resol uti ons have been adopted with a viewto finding a

solution and to reaching a legal framework which would result in a
fair and just electoral process.

W commend the role played by the Secretary-General and the
efforts of his Special Representatives. The creation of the United
Nations Qobserver Mssion in South Africa (UNOVSA) was tinmely. W
are confident that the denocratic systemof governnent reflected in
the comng election wll pave the way for a new South Africa, in
which all the people of that country will have a role to play.

We hope that all parties wll participate in this historic
el ectoral process, and in this regard ny del egati on supports the
expansi on of the mandate of UNOVSA, as proposed by the Secretary-
Ceneral in his report (S/1994/16) of 10 January 1994.

My delegation will vote in favour of the draft resol ution.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of Oman for the
ki nd words he addressed to ne.

| now put to the vote the draft resolution contained in
docunment S/ 1994/ 28.

A vote was taken by show of hands.

In favour: Argentina, Brazil, China, Czech Republic,
Dji bouti, France, New Zeal and, Ni geria, Oman,
Paki st an, Russi an Federati on, Rwanda, Spai n,
Uni ted Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United States of America
The PRESIDENT: There were 15 votes in favour. The draft
resol ution has therefore been adopted unani nously as resol ution 894
(1994).
| shall now call on those nenbers of the Council who wsh to

make statenents foll ow ng the voting.
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M. WALKER (United States of Anerica): First, may |

congratul ate you, Sir, on your assunption of the presidency and
your country's election to the Security Council. W would |ike
al so to thank the Permanent Representative of China, Anbassador Li,
for his outstanding | eadership of the Council during the nonth of
Decenmber. On this occasion, may | al so wel cone the other new
menbers of the Council

| would like to take this opportunity to express our deep
regret and sorrow at the passing of the Foreign M nister of Norway,
M. Holst. W knew himin our country as a student, as a professor
and as a distinguished Mnister of Defence and of Foreign Affairs.
His contribution to international peace and security in the context
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi zation (NATO and during the
| sraeli-PLO negotiations are well known and will be |ong
remenbered. We would like to express our profound condol ences to
his fam ly and the peopl e of Norway.

Today's vote marks another step in the United Nations |ong
hi story of support for the dismantlenment of apartheid and the
transition to non-racial denocracy in South Africa. South Africa's
first non-racial election, on 27 April, will be an inportant
mlestone in that country's own transition to true nulti-party
denocracy. A free and fair election will open the way for a
maj ority governnment and will herald South Africa' s return to the
international community. M/ Governnent strongly and unequivocally
supports this resolution, which calls for the imedi ate depl oynent
of United Nations observers to assist in South Africa' s election

process.
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The dramatic devel opnents in South Africa over the |ast years
gi ve encouragenent to all who hope for peace, equality and justice.
The stal emate and recrimnation of the recent past have given way
to a new spirit of progress and promse for the future. W urge
all parties to build on that progress and to put an end finally to
the violence that threatens it. That South Africa today is poised
on the brink of non-racial denocracy is great testinony to the
courage and perseverance of the South African people and their
| eaders.

The multi-party talks culmnated recently in the establishnent
of the Transitional Executive Council and agreenents on a
transitional constitution, a bill of rights and other foundation
stones of South Africa's transition to non-racial denocracy. Al
South Africans can be proud of their achievenents. |In the face of
consi derabl e viol ence and chall enges fromthose determnned to
undercut the denocratic process, South African |eaders pressed
onward with negotiations and reached agreenent on a political
systemthat provides rights for all citizens regardl ess of race,
col our or gender.

El ection preparations and canpai gni ng are now under way. M
Governnent joins wth the international community in calling on al
parties that have not yet chosen to participate to join the
process. Participation will ensure a voice in the formation of
South Africa's final constitution and political future. Let ne
stress that ny Governnment has made clear its expectation that al

parties wll honour those negoti ated agreenents reached in the
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pre-el ection period. W wll support the new South Africa in that

cont ext .

My Governnent is pleased that responsible South Africans have
wel coned the inportant role played by the United Nations in South
Africa, particularly that of the United Nations peace observers
currently in South Africa. W welcone the transformation of the
role of those peace observers to that of election observers. The
Uni ted Nations experience in election observation has been one of
success - fromthe 1990 el ections in neighbouring Nam bia to, nost
recently, the vote in Canbodi a.

We call on all South Africans to cooperate with the efforts of
the United Nations observers, as well as the other observers, both
of ficial and non-governnental. M Governnent is strongly commtted
to supporting the efforts of United Nations Special Representative
Brahim , in whose ability and integrity we have full confidence.
We call on the United Nations and other international observers,
the Transitional Executive Council, the Independent El ectoral
Conmmi ssion, the South African Governnent and the political parties
to work closely together to ensure that these elections are free
and fair.

My Governnment expects that in carrying out the Secretary-
CGeneral's report the United Nations will make every effort to keep
costs as | ow as possible, consistent with ensuring effective
observation of the South African elections. The United States

intends to pursue this objective in the appropriate foruns.
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This is truly a defining nonment in South African history. The

i nternational community and the people of South Africa are united
in the goal of ensuring that South Africa's transition to denocracy
continues to be a successful one. The United States joins the
i nternational community in celebrating this achi evenent.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of the United
States for the kind words he addressed to ny country and to ne.

M. van BOHEMEN (New Zeal and): My del egation warmy

wel conmes the new nenbers of the Security Council. W particularly
wel cone you, Sir, in your role as President for this nonth and
comrend you for the way you have guided us thus far. W also
congratul ate Anbassador Li of China for his skilful |eadership of
the Council |ast nonth.

New Zeal and has given its full support to the urgent adoption
of the resolution before the Council. The resolution is a crucial
step towards one of the nost inportant events of the year, if not
the decade - the first truly denocratic election in South Africa.
Qur support is consistent wwth New Zeal and' s | ong-standi ng desire
to see an end to apartheid and the creation of a new and denocratic
South Africa on the basis of equality for all South Africans.

This resolution responds to South Africa's need for practical
assistance fromthe United Nations in fostering the right climte
for denocratic elections and in verifying the results. It is
appropriate that the United Nations response will involve both the
Council and the General Assenbly in giving effect to the request

fromthe Transitional Executive Council.
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As wel | as expressing urgency, this resolution nakes reference
to the interimconstitution - the very centre-piece of reformin
South Africa. It establishes the legal fornulation for governnent
by the people - all the people. It is South Africa's first
post - apartheid non-racial constitutional framework, and a nost

wel come devel opnent.
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New Zeal and shares the Council's consensus view that the
Secretary General's recommendations for the mandate of the United
Nati ons Qobserver Mssion in South Africa (UNOVSA) are practical and
flexible. W accept the Secretary-Ceneral's assessnent of the
resource and personnel requirenents for support for South Africa's
first-ever non-racial and denocratic el ection.

We are pleased that this resolution provides for cooperation
bet ween UNOVSA and the Commonweal th Cbserver M ssion, as well as
with the observer mssions of the O ganization of African Unity
(QAU) and the European Union and those of South African and ot her
nati onal governmental and non-governnental participants. W should
note here that New Zealand is ready to participate in both the
United Nations and the Commonweal th endeavours. W are pleased
that the head of the Commonweal th Qbserver M ssion during this
critical period wll be from New Zeal and.

We share the optimsmthat a free and fair election wll take
place in April. But we cannot |ose sight of the spectre of ongoing
violence in South Africa. W note, therefore, our satisfaction
that this resolution | ays down a very inportant nessage to those
parties disposed to engage in violence. Political intimdation and
violent attenpts to disrupt the elections are unacceptable. The
international community will unreservedly condemm anyone who
attenpts to use such nethods. Furthernore, we expect that
proponents of viol ence, whoever they may be, will be held

account abl e.
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In this context we are pleased that the resol ution draws
attention to the need for all parties to respect the United Nations
observers and other observers and to facilitate their m ssion.

In conclusion, we believe the action we have taken today wl|
contribute in a very practical way to the realization of an
objective that the United Nations has pursued for alnost half a
century: a non-racial and denocratic South Africa.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representati ve of New Zeal and
for the kind words he addressed to ne.
Sir David HANNAY (United Kingdom: May | take this

opportunity to congratul ate you, Sir, on your assunption of the
presi dency, and to congratul ate Anbassador Li on his handling of
the Council during the nonth of Decenber.

It is a source of great pleasure for ny Governnent that the
Security Council has just adopted this resolution. It marks a
further step in South Africa's progress towards a denocracy
enbracing all South Africans and towards the settlenent of a
probl em of extrene difficulty and sensitivity that has exercised
the United Nations throughout its existence. W take this
opportunity to pay a tribute once again to the w sdom and
| eadership of all those who have worked for peace and
reconciliation in South Africa and to reaffirmour strong support

for the transition under way.
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My Governnent attaches great inportance to the el ection-

nmonitoring activity undertaken by the United Nations, and we are
encouraged to note that this is a growmh industry. All elections
are, by their very nature, inportant, but few can be as inportant
as that which will take place on 27 April in South Africa. W have
every confidence that those who have worked so hard to bring it
about will now want to ensure that it will be free and fair. But
it is inportant that it should be seen by all to be so.

It is obviously right that the international community do al
it can to ensure that the elections are a success. It is vital
that voters have confidence that they will have a fair chance to
cast their votes secretly and uninpeded. This is also the key in
terms of validating the election result. W continue to hope that
all parties will participate in these elections, which are ainmed at
the creation of a non-racial nulti-party denocracy.

This resolution rightly underlines the coordinating role of
the United Nations in drawi ng together the efforts of the United
Nati ons Qobserver Mssion in South Africa (UNOVSA) with those of the
m ssions sent by the Organi zation of African Unity (QAU), by the
Commonweal th and by the European Union, as well as those which are
likely to be sent by individual Governnents and non-gover nnment al
organi zations. The efforts so far of the four main observer
m ssi ons have been col | aborative, and that coordi nati on needs now
to be intensified. M Governnent |ooks forward to the
participation of British observers in the United Nations M ssion
itself and also in those of the Commonweal th and of the European

Uni on.
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It isright, too, that this resolution refers to the need to
curb the violence and intimdation that continue to be disturbing
features of an otherw se encouragi ng scene in South Africa. W
appeal to all those engaged in the political process in South
Africa to work together to ensure that the violence ends. For many
decades the future of South Africa seened dark and doonmed to | ead
to violence. Now that, at last, the main political groups are
wor ki ng together to turn their backs on that past, it is surely
tinme to base the future of the country on the ball ot box and not on
t he gun.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of the United
Ki ngdom for the kind words he addressed to ne.
M. VORONTSOV (Russian Federation) (interpretation from

Russian): First of all, | should like to congratulate you, Sir,
on your assunption of the presidency of the Security Council for
the nonth of January, and | should |like to assure you that you can
count unreservedly on the full support of our del egation.

| also wish to express our gratitude to the Pernanent
Representati ve of China, Anbassador Li, for the outstanding work he
did as President of the Council in the nonth of Decenber 1993.

The Russi an del egation extends a warm wel cone to all the new
menbers of the Security Council

In connection with the untinely death of Norway's M nister for
Foreign Affairs, M. Johan Jorgen Hol st, an outstandi ng statesnan
who contributed greatly to the resolution of international

probl ens, especially problens in the Mddle East, | should like to
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express deepest synpathy to the people and the Governnent of Norway
and the famly of the deceased.

The Russi an del egation feels satisfaction at the resol ution
adopt ed today by the Security Council regarding the activities of
the United Nations Observer Mssion in South Africa (UNOVBA) in the
el ectoral process in that country. This resolution wll
undoubt edly pronpte the successful preparation and conduct of the
first general elections held in the history of that country,
el ections which will open the way towards the achi evenent of a
| ong-sought goal: the definitive elimnation of apartheid and the
establishment of a denocratic, non-racial and united South Afri ca.

At this extrenely conplicated period of South Africa's
destiny, constructive dialogue is nore necessary than ever. Al so,
all the political structures in the country nust be prepared to
cooperate with each other so that el ections can take place in
normal , peaceful conditions. |In this connection, we consider it
i nportant that the resolution urges all parties, including those
that did not participate in the nulti-party negotiations, to
respect the agreenents reached during those negotiations, to
denonstrate their commtnment to denocratic principles, and to
participate in the forthcom ng el ections. The resolution's appeal
to all parties to take neasures to end the violence and
intimdation and thus contribute to the conduct of free and fair
elections is also inportant.

There is no doubt that the effectiveness of the further
activity of the United Nations Observer Mssion in South Africa, in

coordination with observers fromthe O ganization of African Unity,
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t he Commonweal th and the European Union, will largely determ ne the
success of future elections in South Africa. |In this context the
guestion of the tinely deploynent of sufficient nunbers of

i nternational observers in South Africa has, in our view special
significance. The Russian Federation, for its part, has already
informed the Secretary-Ceneral that we are prepared to make
avai l abl e a significant nunber of Russian citizens to participate
as United Nations observers.

We hope that the General Assenbly will soon adopt an
appropriate resolution w thout delay, and thereby enable a start to
be made soon on solving the practical problens related to the new
role of the United Nations in South Africa.
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The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of the Russian
Federation for the kind words he addressed to ne.

M. LI Zhaoxing (China) (interpretation from Chinese):

First of all, allow ne to thank nmy colleagues for all the kind
wor ds they have addressed to ne.

Since this is the first tinme this nonth I have spoken at a
formal neeting of the Security Council, | would like to join ny
col | eagues in congratulating you, Sir, on your assunption of the
presi dency of the Security Council for the nonth of January. | am
confident that wth your wisdom talent and vast diplomatic
experience, you wll guide the Council's work this nonth to
success.

On behalf of the Chinese delegation, | would Iike to wel cone
the new nenbers of the Council: Argentina, the Czech Republic,

Ni geria, Oman and Rwanda. | would also |like to express ny
appreciation to Cape Verde, Hungary, Japan, Mrocco and Venezuel a
for their outstanding contribution to the work of the Counci
during their tenure as Council nenbers over the past two years.

Thanks to the protracted and unremtting efforts of the South
African people and the international comunity, positive changes
have taken place in South Africa. There has been a series of
devel opnents in the peace process there. The South African
Transitional Executive Council has been established and has been
playing a positive role. The South African Parlianment has adopted
an interimconstitution by an overwhelmng majority, marking a new
chapter in the history of South Africa. |In this regard, we express
our profound appreciation to the Secretary-Ceneral, his Special
Representative, the Organization of African Unity (QAU), the
Eur opean Uni on and the Commonweal th for their unremtting efforts

over the years to resolve the South African issue.
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Chi na has, fromthe beginning, synpathized with and supported
the South African people in their just struggle against apartheid
and for racial equality and denocratic rights. W favour the peace
process in South Africa and advocate the settlenent of the South
African issue through political negotiations. W highly appreciate
the determnation and will of all the parties concerned to seek a
political settlenent of the South African question, and we condemn
all violence, which is underm ning the peace process.

The first non-racial elections in the history of South Africa
are to be held in April 1994, marking a major event in the
political life of the South African people. That event has al ready
drawn wide attention fromthe international conmunity. W note
that with the assistance of the international comunity, and in
particular the United Nations, the OAU and the African countries,
preparations for the elections are al ready under way. W support
t he measures suggested by the Secretary-General to ensure the
snoot h conduct of the elections, as well as his proposal to expand
t he mandate of the United Nations Cbserver Mssion in South Africa
(UNOVSA). Based on this position, we voted in favour of the draft
resol ution just adopted.

It is our belief that the success of the elections in South
Africa depends on the South African people thenselves. W
sincerely hope that all parties in South Africa will seize this
historic opportunity, put the interests of the nation and the
people first, overcone their difficulties and adopt effective

measures to stop the violence in order to ensure that the el ections
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are held on schedule. Thus the parties would be attaining at an
early date the lofty goal of building a united, denocratic and
non-raci al South Africa, and they would be contributing to the
peace, stability and prosperity of Africa as a whole. China,
together wwth the international conunity, will continue to nmake a
contribution to the political settlenent of the South African
guesti on.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of China for
hi s kind words addressed to ne.

M . SARDENBERG (Brazil): Now, nore than ever before, the
situation in South Africa is evolving in a way that gives rise to
optimsm- optimsmthat nust be tenpered, however, by the fact
that during the year and a half that has el apsed since the adoption
of Security Council resolution 772 (1992) not everything has been
positive and not every step forward was unacconpani ed by a step
backwar ds.

As in any conplex political process, the building of a
denocratic, non-racial and united South Africa has taken a very
long tine and has been del ayed for various reasons. But the
current prospects are clearly positive, as the South African people
prepare to take a historic step forward.

Representing a country that has | ong been supportive of the
efforts leading to the dismantling of apartheid and the
construction of a nmultiracial South Africa, ny del egati on wel cones
the new positive trends, and we await the successful conpletion of

the tasks still remaining to be acconplished.
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The task of conpletely elimnating the unspeakabl e horrors of
racial discrimnation is far from sinple.

For nore than 40 years, the situation in South Africa has been
t horoughly scrutinized by the rel evant bodies of the United Nations
as a whole and by this Council in particular. W have favoured the
i nvol venent of the Council in the pronotion of a peaceful
settlement of South African internal disputes. Apartheid and
social and racial violence in that country have al ways been seen as
a threat to international peace and security.

The Council neets here today to express the support of the
international community for the initial strides in a great journey
for the South African people.

Political developnents in South Africa and the nmulti-party
negoti ations in particular have nmade possible the historic decision
to hold the first free and denocratic elections in that country on
27 April 1994. Together with the agreenment on the interim
constitution and the establishnment of the Transitional Executive
Counci| and the I ndependent Electoral Conmm ssion, these elections
are a very clear indication that peace and denocratization are on
an irreversible course.

The United Nations nust stand ready to cooperate towards this
| ong overdue achievenent. |In this connection, | wi sh to express
our thanks to the Secretary-Ceneral's Special Representative,

M. Lakhdar Brahim , for his untiring efforts in carrying out his
highly inportant political responsibilities as South Africa takes

t he path towards denocracy.
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The resol ution we have just adopted is a major step towards
ensuring an expeditious countdown to the birth of true denocracy in
South Africa. W have supported the expansion of the mandate of
UNOVBA so that it may play a significant role not only in assessing
the ultimte freedomand fairness of the elections but also in
monitoring the el ectoral process at each stage.

Thi s expanded, conprehensive mandate is challenging. It wll
range from observation of the actions of the |Independent El ectoral
Commi ssion and of the extent of the freedom and fairness of the
el ectoral process, to verification of the satisfactory
i npl enentation of the various relevant Acts and of the conpliance
of security forces with the requirenents of the relevant | aws and
deci sions of the Transitional Executive Council, as well as
confirmation that qualified voters are indeed able to exercise
their right to vote.

Anot her inportant task awaiting UNOVSA will be that of
verifying that the actual voting takes place in an environment free
of intimdation, one in which voters have free access to voting
stations and the secrecy of their votes is guaranteed.

Verification of the proper handling of ballots, the security of the
vote and the tinely announcenent of its results will also be part
of the mandate of the United Nations observers.

One of the main aspects of UNOVSA's task will be its role in
coordinating the activities of observers frominternationa
organi zations and foreign Governnents. UNOVSA will be the core of

the international nonitoring process.
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We concur with the Secretary-General's assessnent that the
primary responsibility for the verification of the el ections as
free and fair rests with the I ndependent Electoral Comm ssion
(IEC). The successful outcome of the electoral process wll depend
primarily on the commtnent of all parties concerned to the |egal
framewor k defined by the IEC and the El ectoral Acts, the
| ndependent Medi a Conmm ssion Act and the |Independent Authority Act.

In this respect, we should not fail to express our grave
concern at the persistence of pockets of violence in South Africa
whi ch can underm ne the el ectoral process. The perpetrators of
acts of violence or intimdation deserve condemation. W regret
to observe that the death toll fromacts of political violence is
on the rise and that, although sone neasures have been taken to
curb violence, the results are still far fromreassuring.

The expanded mandate of UNOVSA needs to be pronptly
i npl enmented. We will support expeditious action on the part of the
General Assenbly so that the United Nations observers may be
depl oyed w t hout del ay.

The situation in South Africa has al ways been a matter of
great concern to the Brazilian Governnment. It is our firmbelief
that the April elections will represent a nost wel cone watershed in
the situation in that country. W are confident that the obstacles
on the road to a denocratic, non-racial and united South Africa
wi |l not be unsurnountable. As a South Atlantic nei ghbour of South
Africa, Brazil |ooks forward to the nonent when South Africa wll
take its place in the partnership of the countries of the Zone of

Peace and Cooperation of the South Atlantic.
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M. CARDENAS (Argentina) (interpretation from Spanish):
Once again, | should like to thank you, Sir, for the kind words of
wel come whi ch you extended earlier to Argentina and the other new
menbers of the Security Council. W congratulate you on your
skilled | eadership of the Council. In conformty wth tradition,
we al so congratul ate Ambassador Li of China for his work | ast
nont h.

My del egation carefully read the excellent report submtted by
the Secretary-General on the question of South Africa. It was
prepared with the help of M. Brahim and his col | eagues, who have
been ki nd enough to attend our neetings. The thoroughness and
lucidity of this docunent nmade it easier for the Council to act
expeditiously in this matter. W support the conclusions and
recomendati ons contained in the report because we believe that it
is absolutely necessary for the United Nations to continue to
support the peace process underway in South Africa, a pivotal issue
on which the international comunity has focused its attention over
the past few years. This has had profound noral inplications.

The first denocratic elections in South Africa will be held on
27 April. We are close to achieving our goal, but that is no easy
task. W believe that the difficulties arise fromthree principa
i ssues: the persistence of violence, the possible sabotage of the
el ections by certain political groups, and the severe tine
constraints on the preparations for the elections, especially as
regards the registration and education of voters.

For that reason, we join in the appeal to all the parties to
cooperate with the efforts being nmade to put an end to the violence

and to include all the political parties in the peace process.
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My del egation would like to praise the efforts of the United
Nati ons Qbserver M ssion in South Africa (UNOVSA) and the observers
of the Organi zation of African Unity (QAU), the European Uni on and
the British Commonwealth to quell the violence in South Africa, and
we hope that these efforts will be pursued.

We believe that UNOVSA, relying on the positive experience of
the United Nations in observing the el ectoral process, should be
able to make a significant contribution to this process. This wll
be neither easy nor feasible, however, w thout the cooperation of
the South African parties. W therefore appeal to all parties to
consi der the necessity of guaranteeing the conplete safety of
i nternational observers and to help themfulfil their mandate.

As to the extended mandate of UNOVBA, we should like to stress
the need for it to coordinate the activities of international
observers sent by the QAU, the European Union, the British
Commonweal t h, other intergovernnental organizations or Governnents.
This task is of paranmount inportance if we are to avoid duplication
of effort and nake the nost efficient use possible of scant
resour ces.

Finally, we appeal to the international comunity to
contri bute generously to the special trust fund to be established
by the Secretary-General to finance the participation of additional
observers fromthe African and other devel oping countries, thereby
guar ant eei ng the broadest possible participation in this process,

the cul mnation of efforts to build a united, denmocratic and non-
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racial South Africa. The international community has worked and

Wil continue to work tirelessly towards this goal. Unreservedly
and with determ nation, the Republic of Argentina has supported and
will continue to support this effort with its own observers.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of Argentina
for his kind words addressed to ne.

M. YANEZ BARNUEVO (Spain) (interpretation from Spanish):
As this is the first time that ny delegation is speaking this
month, | should like first to extend to you, Sir, our
congratul ations on the rigorous and effective manner in which you
have been gui ding the proceedings of the Council. In your
country's first nonth as a nenber of the Security Council, you have
di scharged your functions as President nost ably and you may rest
assured that you will enjoy our cooperation.

My del egation would also like to extend its thanks to
Anmbassador Li of China for the very conpetent and effective manner
in which he led the work of the Council |ast nonth.

| should also |ike to say how pl eased Spain was to work in the
Counci | al ongsi de the del egati ons of Cape Verde, Hungary, Japan,
Morocco and Venezuel a, whose cooperative spirit we appreciated
t hr oughout 1993.

We al so wel cone the presence on the Council of our coll eagues
from Argentina, the Czech Republic, N geria, Oman and Rwanda, whose

contributions will certainly enrich the Council's work.



S/ PV. 3329
47

(M. Yafiez Barnuevo, Spain)

My del egation contributed to the drafting of the resolution
just adopted by the Council and voted in its favour. This was all
done very quickly, given that the electoral process underway in
South Africa, which is to culmnate in the elections of 27 April,
requires the priority attention of the United Nations and the
entire international comunity. W hope that the Council's
decision wll be followed by tinely action on the part of the
General Assenbly.

This historic nonment has arrived thanks to the courage and
political vision of the principal protagonists in South Africa,
President de Klerk, M. Nelson Mandel a, President of the African
Nat i onal Congress (ANC), and the political |eaders who have taken
the steps necessary to dismantle the apartheid regi me and nove
towards a denocratic, non-racial and united South Africa.

Throughout 1993, the international comunity w tnessed the
trenmendous progress made in this transitional process. The
mul ti-party negotiating forumdenonstrated flexibility and skill in
achi eving a consensus that allowed the establishnment of the
constitutional principles and the transitional institutions
entrusted with |l eading the country towards the el ections of
27 April, at which point the interimconstitutional wll take
effect. As aresult of all this, the General Assenbly at its
current session unani nously adopted a resolution lifting the
econom ¢ sanctions inposed on South Africa. It also adopted a

nunber of resolutions on the question of South Africa that
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recogni ze and stress the trenmendous changes taking place in that
country that have led to a conplete turnaround of the situation

A few weeks ago, the Nobel Peace Prize was awarded jointly to
M. de Klerk and M. Mandel a, highlighting the entire world's
recognition of the inportance of the transitional process in South
Africa and of the vision of those two statesnen that this process
represents the only viable path for the future of South Africa.
Spai n earnestly hopes that 1994, and 27 April in particular, wll
mark the birth of a newreality in South Africa that will make it
possible for that country to join the community of denocratic
nations and play its full role in the work of the international
comunity.

The report submitted to us by the Secretary-General sets forth
in great detail the many chal |l enges and requirenents which the
United Nations Observer Mssion in South Africa (UNOVSA) will have
to face in the rigorous and effective fulfilnment of its nandate to
nmonitor the electoral process, in addition to its current
contributions to the pronotion of peace in that country. MW
del egation would |like to congratul ate the Secretary-General, his
Speci al Representative, M. Lakhdar Brahim, the El ectoral
Di vision, and all UNOVSBA personnel, headed by Ms. Angela King, for
the splendid job they have done in preparing the report. They have
contributed to ensuring that conditions in the field wll
facilitate the task to be assigned to the new i nternational

observers.
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The task that the United Nations has before it in South

Africa, at the specific request of the Transitional Executive
Council, is a very great challenge, because the success of the
transitional process will depend, to a |large extent, on the
successful acconplishnent of this task. Obstacles ahead are very
great, and we will all have to pledge our fullest cooperation. The
| evel s of violence which remain in certain areas of South Africa
are a source of considerable concern to this Council and, indeed,
are a source of concern to the Secretary-Ceneral. The resolution
just adopted calls upon all parties to take neasures to end the

vi ol ence and acts of intimdation that are still going on. W
cannot all ow anyone to disrupt or hinder the snmooth functioning of
the el ectoral process. For this reason the safety of the

i nternational observers nust be guaranteed so that they can do
their job properly.

It is appropriate to recall that the results of free and fair
el ections will be a benefit to the population as a whole and w ||
strengthen the denocratic values of the society. For this reason
we woul d express the hope that all the parties of South Africa,

i ncludi ng those who have not fully participated in the nmultiparty
tal ks, wll respect the agreenents reached and wll participate in
the el ections by accepting the results denocratically. The

del egation of Spain is in agreenent with the recommendati ons of the
Secretary-Ceneral that appear in his report, which define the
expanded mandate of the United Nations Cbserver M ssion in South
Africa (UNOVBA), as set forth in paragraph 57 of the report, and

speci fy the necessary nunber of observers as set forth in



S/ PV. 3329
50

(M_._Yafiez- Bar nuevo, Spain)

paragraphs 91 and 92. In particular, the task of coordination with
t he observer mssions fromthe O ganization of African Unity, the
Eur opean Uni on and the Commonweal th and from ot her organi zations
and States under the | eadership of the United Nations, is a task of
paranount inportance. Spain, aware of the need to support the
efforts of the international conmmunity to ensure that the el ections
of 27 April 1994 in South Africa be held freely and fairly, wll
take part in the observer mssion of the European Union, of which
my country is a nenber, and is studying the possibility of sending
addi ti onal observers within the framework of the United Nations

m ssi on.

We earnestly hope that South Africa will stand as an exanpl e
for the African continent and for the entire world, an exanple of
what determ nation by the parties concerned and comnmtnment to
denocratic principles are capable of achieving in the way of
setting up a new society and a new country.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of Spain for
t he ki nd words he addressed to ne.
M. GAMBARI (Nigeria): M. President, permt ne, first of

all, to express on behalf of the N gerian del egati on our

condol ences to the Governnent and people of Norway for the sad | oss
of one of their distinguished public servants, the | ate Foreign
M nister, M. Holst.
The Ni gerian del egation takes the floor on the subject of
South Africa against the backdrop of an anticipation that this
subj ect, which has gained the attention of the international

community for a very long period, has begun to evolve in a manner
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that neets our hope that the South African problemw |l finally be

resolved in the interest of the fruition of the denocratization
process. M delegation wishes to thank the Secretary-General for
his lucid report on South Africa, in which he presented the state
of play in South Africa, including an indication as to the way
forward. It is only appropriate that this Council has taken the
bull by the horns by addressing the contents of the report in a
substantive manner. W therefore whol eheartedly support the
resol uti on which the Council has just adopted unani nously.

We find it particularly gratifying that by adopting this
resolution the Security Council recognizes the positive
contributions already nade the United Nations Cbserver Mssion in
South Africa (UNOVBA), not only to the transition process in South
Africa, but to the efforts to curb the grimviolence in that
country. The Nigerian delegation would |ike to congratul ate
Ms. Angela King and the entire personnel of UNOVSBA for the
excel l ent work they have done and continue to do. W also commend
the vigorous and effective work by the Secretary-General's Speci al
Representative, M. Brahim.

My del egati on commends the excellent contributions nmade by the
Organi zation of African Unity to the peace process in South Africa,
whi |l e recogni zing the positive role of the Commobnweal th and the
Eur opean Union in the entire process.

The Ni gerian Governnent supports the call for all parties in
South Africa, in particular those which did not participate fully
in the nultiparty talks, to accept the validity of the agreenents

reached during the negotiations, and we urge themstrongly to
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participate fully in the forthcomng elections. Al the parties

al so have a responsibility to respect the safety and security of

i nternational observers, who are there, after all, to encourage the
process of a free and fair election and to ensure the international
legitimacy of its outcone.

My delegation is also gratified by the decision made by the
Secretary-General to set up a trust fund to finance the
participation of additional observers fromcountries contiguous to
South Africa, as well as fromother African countries and the
devel oping world in general. W would therefore urge Menber States
to contribute generously to this fund in order to avoid a sad
situati on whereby the only international observers who may be abl e
to participate in the elections process in South Africa will cone
fromthe rich, devel oped countries al one.

As the death of the obnoxious system of apartheid nears, there
are a nunber of inportant issues which we believe the international
community nust continue to address with a sense of urgency. These
i nclude the issue of violence, the elections of 27 Apri
t hensel ves, and the needs of post-apartheid South Africa. |
therefore crave the Council's indulgence as | call the attention of
the international community to the continuing difficulties inherent
in dealing with each of these three issues.

| turn first to the issue of violence. Violence in South
Africa is conmpounded by growng crimnality, glaring socio-economc
inequalities, political, racial and ethnic intol erance, easy access
to fire arns, failure of the crimnal justice systemto act

effectively, and the mstrust of the South African police by the
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majority of the people of South Africa. Frustrated young bl ack

South Africans, 90 per cent of whom are unenpl oyed, constitute a
fertile ground for political confrontation. Political violence
continues to be nmainly concentrated in Natal and the East Rand,

whi ch together accounted for approximately 90 per cent of the death
toll by Decenber 1993. Although Decenber continued a downward
trend in political deaths nationally since the surge in July 1993,
the year finished with a total of 25 per cent nore deaths than
occurred in the previous year. The daily death rate still exceeds
12, which is totally unacceptable, and the total death toll for
1993 was 4,364, or 27.7 per cent nore than the 1992 total of 3,499.
The expected increase in the political violence in the run-up to
the el ections was nostly ascribed to political conpetition between
rival parties and the possibility of attenpts by sone to derail the
el ectoral process, in which many fear they may not be able to win
sufficient support.

Since the prospect of establishing a trained national peace-
keeping force before the elections is very renote indeed, and the
task of maintaining |aw and order will remain the responsibility of
the current security forces, there is an urgent need for the
reorientation and retraining of the existing police force. W
believe that the reoriented and retrained South African police
force could use technical assistance from outside South Africa, and
we recomend a nore proactive role by UNOVSA, and those
international nonitoring teans associated wi th UNOVBA, in hel ping
to reduce the |l evel of violence. The broad agreenment on a

conposite plan to end the violence, or at least to reduce its
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i nci dence, recently reached by M. Mandela and M. de Kl erk, should
al so be wel conmed, although the details of the agreenent are not yet
avai |l abl e.

Secondly, | turn to the 27 April elections thenselves. The

future of South Africa now depends on the outcone of these
el ections. Free and fair elections require that political parties
shoul d be able to canpaign freely, throughout the country, w thout
any hindrance, and that all voters should be able to participate in

the election process free fromthe fear of intimdation.
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My del egation notes with satisfaction, however, the |egal

framewor k of the electoral process as defined by the Independent

El ectoral Conm ssion and the El ectoral Acts, the |Independent Media
Commi ssion Act and the Independent Broadcasting Authority Act.
These four Acts, in our opinion, provide a legitimte framework for
the conduct of free and fair elections. Certainly, as President

F. W de Klerk noted, South Africa has extensive experience in, and
shoul d be capabl e of organi zi ng and conducting, elections. They
have done so in the past. But there are many reasons for the

i nternational community to assist South Africans in this
forthcomng election. This wll, after all, be the first
denocratic, non-racial election in the history of the country. The
majority of the population will also be voting for the first tine
intheir lives. One third of themare functionally illiterate.

Taking into consideration political, racial, ethnic and
religious divergences in their society, there is an absol ute need
to ensure that the results are accepted by an overwhel m ng
majority, as well as by the international community. The presence
of an adequate nunber of international electoral observers is
i ntended not only to help South Africans in the electoral process,
but also to help in building confidence in the process.

There is also a need to accel erate the programme of voter
education. Voter education requires special attention, since the
majority of the population of South Africa, as | have said earlier,
will take part in elections for the first tinme ever, and also the

hi gh | evel of functional illiteracy anong the majority sector of
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t he popul ati on nust be taken into account. It is therefore a

matter of great concern to ny delegation that the rural communities
and the informal peri-urban squatters’' comunities continue to be
negl ected by nost of the established voter-education programmes.
That is why we call on UNOVBA, particularly wwth its expanded
mandate, to include the matter of liaison with those who are
coordi nati ng such programmes of voter education, particularly for
t hese peri-urban squatter communities and the rural communities.

Finally, we have to begin to address the needs of post-
apartheid South Africa. |If the basic socio-econom c needs of the
peopl e are not imediately net, the durability of political
settl ement cannot be assured and the prospect of a peaceful
transition is likely to be severely threatened. The crucial task
is to alleviate the large scale of poverty and the great
i nequalities between blacks and whites and to inprove the overal
standards of living of the majority of the people of South Africa.
My del egation believes that w thout nmassive international
assi stance a new governnent will not be able to cope with the acute
soci al and econom c problens. There would be a crisis of rising
and unful filled expectations which could underm ne the future of a
non-raci al, denocratic governnment in South Africa.

As we all know, the tinme factor is now of great inportance.
Therefore, ny del egation believes that no effort should be spared
to ensure the pronpt inplenentation of this |atest decision of the

Security Council.
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The PRESIDENT: | shall now make a statenment in ny
capacity as the representative of the Czech Republi c.

Before | speak to the matter at hand, allow ne to join severa
ot her speakers and to express the deep distress of the Czech
Republic over the passing of H s Excell ency Johan Jorgen Hol st, the
Foreign M nister of the Kingdomof Norway. H story will not forget
his towering achievenent in facilitating the negotiations between
| srael and the PLO and the subsequent signing of the Declaration of
Principles between these two parties. The conmon cliché of
"untinmely death" has sel dom been nore appropriate than now.

M. Holst has left us at the peak of his professional
acconpl i shnments and has | eft behind his young famly. W shall
surely mourn himwith his famly and the Governnent and peopl e of
Nor way .

Turning to the issue of South Africa, the Czech Republic
bel i eves that the success of the process of bringing denbcracy to
that country in a peaceful way is of paranount inportance for the
entire continent - nay, the world. W welcone the progress that
has been attained so far. Efforts manifested in this process wll
culmnate in free elections and in the conplete dismantling of the
apartheid system In its foreign policy, the Czech Republic, and
before it Czechosl ovaki a, has al ways favoured the formation of a
colour-blind nultiracial society and body politic in South Africa.

Havi ng t hensel ves experi enced a profound denocratic
transformation only four years ago, and having prior to that
shoul dered for several decades the burden of an oppressive regine,

the Czech peopl e know how to appreciate a non-violent transition to
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denocracy. The paragraph of the resolution which calls upon al

parties to end violence and intimdation is one that strikes very
close to honme. The absence of violence is a key condition for the
denocratic conpetition of political parties, and their adherence to
the cooperatively set rules of conpetition is a fundanental
prerequi site for the upcom ng el ections being free and fair and
enconpassi ng all segnents of the popul ation.

The el ections are crucial, and their nonitoring by thousands
of international observers is a crucial contribution to fulfilling
t he hopes South Africans and the international conmunity are
placing in them W support the expansion of the United Nations
bserver M ssion in South Africa (UNOMSA) along the lines
recomended by the Secretary-Ceneral in his excellent, well-
structured and conprehensive report, including its addendum and
t he expansi on of UNOVSA' s mandate so that it can effectively dea
with the fluid situation as it devel ops on the ground. W feel
that the presence of observers, particularly fromcountries which
t hensel ves have recently experienced a transition to denocracy,
i ncl udi ng post-Comuni st countries, as well as from denocracies in
Africa, could particularly enhance the value of this effort. Basic
protection of the physical safety of the observers is, of course, a
must; and it is, indeed, sad testinony to the situation in South
Africa that this issue has had to be highlighted so visibly in the
resol uti on we have just approved.

It is inportant, in conclusion, not to forget that the history
of South Africa will not cone to an end on 27 April 1994.
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Elections will be just another step, albeit a critically inportant
step, in the formation of a denocratic society in that country. W
wi sh all our South African friends success, not only in the
el ectoral denocratic exercise, but also in their efforts to build a
civic society based on the equality of all citizens.

I now resunme ny function as President of the Council.

There are no further nanes inscribed on the |ist of speakers.
The Security Council has thus concluded the present stage of its

consideration of the itemon its agenda.

The neeting rose at 6.15 p. m




