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The meeting was called to order at 10.55 a.m.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted. b F R

L 145
RN i

y‘kd\f

THE SITUATION IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES
IETTER DATED 3 NOVEMBER 1989 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF KUWAIT TO
THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED; [I0:XTHE" PRESADENT: OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (S/20942)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinesg): In conformity with
decisions téken at the previous méetings 6n this iteﬁ,‘I iﬁvite the ;epresentatives
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Israel, Kuwaitiand Saudi Arabia tolﬁake the;places
reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber. I invite thg‘representative

of Palestine to take a plaée at the Council table.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Kharrazi (IslamiC'Republic of Iran),

Mr. Bein (Israel);'Mf.‘Abulhasan'(Kuwait) and Mra'Shihabi-(Saudi»Arabia) took - the

-places reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber; Mr. Terzi (Palestine)

took a place at the Council table.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): The Security Council will

now resume its corzideration of the item on its agenda.

Menbeté of tﬁe Council have pefore them document S/20945/Rev.1, which céntains
tﬁe text of a revised d;afé resolution submitted by Algeria, Coiémbia,AEthiopia,.
Malaysia, Nepal, Senegal and Yugoslavia.

Mr. BEIONOGOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from

Russian): " It is with great satisfaction, Si;, that I congratulate you, the
representati&e of a.gréat Power‘fog wﬁose peoﬁle the Séviet people havé,sympathf
and fiiendship, on your aﬁsumptiqn of the important“post'of President'of the
Security Council. I‘amrconvinced that your abﬁndan£ political experigncé,'great
dipiomatic prOfeSSioﬁalism and human qualities will/énsuré that:the work of the

i

Council in Novenber~will be effectiﬁe and fruitfui;
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(Mr . Belonogov, USSR)

I wish to express my deep gratitude to your predecessor, the Permanent
__Representative of Canada to the United Nations, Ambassador Yves Fortier, who,
thanks to his great diplomatic qualities and political acumen, accomplisbed a.

considerable amount of valuable and important work during October.



RM/4 S/PV.2889
6

{Mr. Belonogov, USSR)

The Security Council has listeped to statements by the Permanent
Representative of RKuwait to the United Na;ions, who spoke as Chairman of the Group .
of Arab Statess by the Permanent Observer of Palestinej by the Permanent
Representative of Saudi Arabia, who spoke as Chairman of the Group:of Islamié
Statess by the Permanent Representative of Yugoslavia, who spoke as Chairman of the
Movement pf Non-Aligned Countries; by the Permanent Observer of the League of Arab
States, Mr. Clovis Maksoud, and by many others.

Those statements, which reflected the views of the overwhelming majority of
the members of the international comhuﬁity, were imbued with an undisguised ndte of
alarm at the situation in the occupied Arab territories. The evidence they give of
illegal actions by Israel iﬁ the occupiéd territories is compelling’énd needs no
further comment. Indeed, the news from the West Bank and thg Gaza Strip is like
the news from a battlefront. 1Israel, which refuses tokrecognize the right of‘the
Palestinian people to self-determinatioh, stubbornly persisté in 'its occupation qf
the Arab territories it has occupied since 1967 and is attempting to suppress by
force the aspirations of the é;lestinian people to the exercise of their political
and civil rights. :

The Palestinians are being sﬁbjected to discrimination, to ecdnomic and'social
pressures and to the deprivation of their cultural heritage, and they are even
being driven from their ancestral lands. The Soviet Union cOndemnslsuch repressive
and illegal action on the part of the Israeli authorities against the populations
of the West Bank and Gaza. |

The clearly érovocative actions taken by the Israeli authorities have also
been directed against te}igious communities in the occupied territories. Among
those ﬁave been the blockade of Beit Sahur and the attempt by a group of Zionist
extremists to lay the foundation stone for the rebuilding-of the Teﬁple of Solomon

near one of the Holy Places of the Moslem world, the Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem.
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(Mr . Belonogov, USSR)

We also condemnrthera§tempts'by-the,ISraeli’authorities to impede the
humanitarian workkof‘the‘United Natioﬁs Relief and wbrksrAgency for>Pa1est{ne
" Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). We are seriously concerned at the use of force
against the Agency's intefnatidnal staff, which is becoming ianéasingly'ffequent
and widespread, and at the arrests and detention of staff member s and"gﬁé raids
against a number of the Agency's 6ffices in the 6ccupied territories. We noté tﬁe
striking discrépancy betweehlﬁhe israeli‘Go?ernnent's'assurances that it is
.striving'to’achieveva'political Setﬁlenent and fhe éctual policy being pursued by'
the Israeli authorities with regaré~to thé intifadah, the peaceful, non-violent
mass manifestation of thé will of the Palestinian people in the occupied
territories. 1In that conne;tion,’we firmlj support the demand that the GQvernment
of Israel observe the Fourth Geneva Convention, of 1949, and othet‘inte;hétional
instruments providing’forvthe protection of the fundamental rightsyof the
Palestinian people. 7
It is odd to see the continued and stubbérn reluctance of Israel'é'ruling

circles to face facts. It is odd because one would think “that the couh&ry‘pﬁrsuing
that aggressive policy would, from its own past experience, understand that
reliance on brute force does not really-create peaceful prospects for the future.
Surely the process of a political settlement of regional disputes and conflicts is
eloquent testimony to the ﬁrend‘that is now gaining such momentum in various parts
of the world.b Such ‘is the 1§gic underlying the deyelopment‘of the»cdntempqrary
‘world situation. Political fealigm and far—sightednéss; respect and tolerance of
the customs ‘and traditionS'of‘one's neighbours; are particularly called for in the
Middle East; which is the cradle bf éncient cultureé that have made invaluable

contributions to wdrld civilization.
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(Mr. Belonogov, USSR)

’As I have said, such methods of repression and diktat providebno proSpects for
the future. Genuine, guaranteed security'cannot be‘created‘by maintaining control
overvterritory seized by'force or by attempts to win an arms racej'it‘can be
created‘only by‘eliminating the primary causes of conflict -and attempting to
achieve a balance.of interests among all the parties involved._ That is why it is
so important that everything possible be done to make the best use of ‘the resources
of actiue diplomacy and to take advantage of the postulates of the new political
thinking that are now becoming an established part of.international relations.

In an,attempt to arriue'at7a comprehensive political settlenent ofrthe
Arab—Israeli conflict on the basis of a balance of the intereSts of all the parties_
concerned and to turn the reglon from confrontatlon and 1nstability to dialogue and '
security, the Soviet Union has put forward a brocad proposal aimed at 1mproving the
situation in the Middle East. The proposal was set forth in concise form in a-
,statement‘made in Cairo last February by the Foreign Minister of the USSR,

Eduard Shevardnadae. That statement clearly embodied our vision of the.ways and
means to unblock the:conflict sitvation in the Middle East and suggested the
parameters for abpeaceful restructuring of the region on‘tne basis of disarmament.
the establishment of good—neighbourliness‘and the development of,co-operation,_ The
basic elements of that approach to a settlement are in keeping with United Nations.
decisions; in particular General Assembly resolution 43)54, which was actively
supported bp the SovietrUnion.' | .

. New approaches are beginning to gain,support in the Middle East. The
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) , the political leader of the Palestinian
people, at the session of the Palestine National Council last year, adopted a
constructive and realistic platform»that recognized Israel's right to‘a.secure

F

existence and stated the readiness of the PLO to negotiate with that country within .
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(Mr. Belonogov, USSR)

the frauework of an international conference. We actively support that position
adopted by the PLO, which’was approved by the Conference of Heads of State or
Government of the Arab States at Casablanca, and we applaud the general inclination
of the Arab States to reach a settlement of the problem through political means.

~ Those new and positive factors are, in our view, of decisive significance.. A
broad-based consensus has now emerged in favour of convening an international

conference on the Middle East.
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(MrilBelonogov,‘USSR)

: It is our belief that the preparatory stages‘of an international,cOnference on .-
’the Middle East should have a mul ti-option, comprehensive nature‘and'that'the‘
United Nations, with its great peace-mak ing potential, should play an‘importantd
'rrole.

I stress the fact that we believe it to be: important to bring. into play as -
actively as possible the potentlal of the Security Council and to establish
multilateral and bilateral dialogue among the parties concerned, and that we stand-
by our proposals in this connect1on.

There are various political forces which could well help the cause of a Middle‘
East settlement and they should be united in their ‘common understanding of the need
to ensure a balance of the interests, fundamental rights, free development and |
security of all States and peoples of the area. Recently, a considerable number of
ideas and proposals have been put forward for breaking the deadlock and advancing
the peace process in the Middle East. The task now- is to reduce all these |
proposals to a common denominator acceptable to all parties.

The Soviet Union is ready to ‘co-operate actively with all parties, the United
Nations and the Secretary-General'in a constructiVe search for a peace settlement,
in'the'Middle‘ﬁast and in the-convening, to this end, of an international
conference in keeping with relevant United Nations‘resolutions;

We shall support the draft resolution on this subject submitted to the Council

i

by . the non-aligned countries.

i

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese)x I thank ‘the representative.

~ of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics for the kind words he addressed to me.
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Mr. RAZALI (Malaysia): I should like to congratulate you, Sir, on yeur

assumption of.the’nresidency of the Council for this month and to offer the full
co-operation-ef my delegation.’ We are oconfident that your vast experience and
skills as a diplomat willyensure the smooth functiening of the work of the‘Council.:

I also pay a‘tribute to my colleague the Permanent Representative of Canada,
Ambassador Fortier, for nis outstanding work nhen he managed the affairs of the
Council in October.

For almost two years the Israeli authotities»have tried to quell the
Pales tinian uérising - the intifadah.: The Israelis have sealed off towns and
villages, demolished houses, confiscared property, closed schqols, imposed cur fews,
detained large numbers of Arabs and expelled_many from their homeland. They nave
tried to break the spirit of the Palestinians as they have tried to break the bones-
-in their bodies. This and other mistreatment of the helpless Palestinian people
was well documented bykthe Secretary-General in his_definitive report (S/19443) ef
21 January 1988. What heppened in the town of Beit Sahur was merely the latest df
many such onslaughts by the Israeli forces. Many more towns and villages will fall
victim to sxmilar harsh treatment in the future unless the international community

and the Council, in particular, are able to prevail on Israel to desist from its

~current policies and practices.

Clearly, the spirit of the Palestinian people is far from broken; their morale
is high and their resolve nndiminished, even if the international media are
beginning te iose interest in their unhappy plight. The Palestinians draw strength
. and. inspiration from memories of their past and aspiratlons for the future. They
are fortified by their belief that, as their cause is Jjust, they will ultimately

triumph, They are propelled forward by their struggle and by the,bitter experience

.of their present at the hands of the occupying Power.
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(Mr. Razali, Malaysia) -

The Council is asked once again to pronounce on the grave situation in the
occupied Palestiniap territory. The facts about Israeli policies and practices -
actually malpractices - have been well docunented in the‘Secretary-Genetal's report
referred to earlier. The situation remains very much the same as when
Mr. Marrack Goulding visited the ateé in January 1988. The draéonia@ policies and

practices of Israel continue, thereby sustaining the people's hatred of the ﬁoreign

4

occupation.

Five months ago the Council tried to pronounce,dn thg same question. There
was overwhelming“support for tﬁé‘dréft resolution initiated'by the nOnfaligned'
countries represented on the Council, whiéh could have contributed substantially to
remedying thé plight of the Palestiniéns. But at that point a permanent member of -
the Council vetoed the draft resolution'oﬁ'the argument that it was 5unba1ancedf.
In the view of the Malaysian delegation the conce;n for balance was ﬁisplacedf
Such concern should have been not fdr therside whose afmy went on a :ampage - and
continues to'do so - in a land it’is occupying, but fér the side whose only “"crime"
was to stand up and fight for its rights. Indeed, talking about balénce, there is
certainly a lack of balance in the ongoing confrontation between the Is‘raelii
occupying forces and Palestinian ciQilians armed only with their passiongfor
justice.’freedom and independence.

It is the hope of the Malaysian Governmentvthat. in considering the question
of the‘Palestinian.tetritory this time the mattef will be treated with Ehe
seriousness and commitment it deserves. We believe that the Council has a
responsibility to ensure thé protection éfbthe helpless Palestinian civilians. We
believe that it is necessary to send a clear message to the Israeli authorities
that we deplore their policies and préctices in Palestine. The Council éhould also
demand that ISrael, as the,occupyingnpoﬁer, adhere scrupulously to the provisions

of the 1949 Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons
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(Mra‘Razali;'Malaysia)v

in Time of War. The Council can do this vthrough .the unanimous adoption of the
Vdraft resolution before it,

At the same time, the Counéil should seriously consider the various proposals
outlined in the Secretary—Geperal's report (S/19443) of 21 January 1988. Onvan
earlief 6ccasion I appealed to the Council for active consideration of this
téport. ~Ifwish to_repeat that‘appeal today.‘ ;n‘our view the reéort of the“
Secretary-General is a commendable one and proviaes a useful basis~for‘
undetstanding the grievancgs of the Pglestiniané living in the occupied territo;y.
It provides npt.only a clear description of the situation but also concrete ideés
and measures that can be adopted bj the Council for the protection of the
Palestinian‘éivilians. as I have said previously, I can see no justification for
any member's,standing in the Qay of coﬁsideration ana implenenﬁation of the var ious

- measures uentiqned in that report.

As we address the duestionVof thg protection of the Palestinian civilians we
must perf0tce address the core'issuevof the falesting question, in whi¢h thé
intifadéh is’only»a symptombof the overall problem. The Council has a clear
responsibility unde: the’Cha;ter to find a solution to the problem, and it mh5§ do
so if it is to continue to pléy its rdlé as the primary.o?gaﬁ charged with the-
maintenaﬁce Qf international‘peace and sequrity.rrThere is bverwhelﬁingisupporﬁ in-
the Council, as well as in thé éeneral Assembly, for the convening ofrthe
International Peécé Confétenqe on the Middle East, under the auspices of the United
‘Nations and with the participation of all the parties concerned, including 
‘Pélestiné. ‘The Council'musﬁ reséond to the clear’desire for,early}reSolution of

the longest regional conflict of our time,
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(Mr.vRazali, Malaysia)

It can do so by initiating discussions iﬁrthe Coﬁncil,*beéinning with its permanent‘
enbers, whlch have a special responsibility and leadershlp role in the resolut1on
| of this quest1on.
We appeal to the permanent members to take practical steps ih'thaevdireCtien.

We urge them to Segin'thei: consideration of the early establishment of a
preparatbry commiﬁtee fbr‘the international peaee conference, eoncerning which
there is wide‘support ftom members of tﬁe Council. We appeei in particular gb the
United States, whose roieris pivotal in the final resolutioﬁref Ehe‘probleﬁ. We
appealrto the Soviet Union, in the context of the adtente in its relations withvthe'
United States, to engage the latter in serious and urgent discussidns of the
problem, as it has done on other issues of ipferﬁationalypeece ahd secnrity;”AWe
'call on Israel to look beyoed its'immed;ete security concerns towards avlonéer

term, historical petspective of a dureble peace with ite Afab neighbours.‘

Malaysia believes that'theetime isbperhaﬁe opportune for a deéieive meve'

towards a resolution of ﬁhe'problem. The times certalnly appear to be prop1t1ous
;fer'such avbreakthrough.‘ There is 1ncrea51ng agreement between the two |
super—Powers on many internatlonal issues. There are at the same time the poeitivej
trends ushered in by the histotic decisions Qf theVPaiesﬁine‘Netioeal éouncil at
its extraordinary session in Algiefs, as well as the steédii?’developing eontaéts
and dialogues between tﬁe United’Sfates and Palestine.'“The;e are a;sb the
tentative but encouraging signs of a move towards conciliation and peace within
certain'secﬁors'df theeIsraeli society,‘which'can onlyvincieese'in axsociety
already tired of a state of perpetﬁal conflict, What is 1ack1ng is the courage and
bold vision on the part of ‘the. Istaell leadership to make a dec1s1ve move for peace.

The PRESIDENT (1nterpretat10n from Chinese) s I thank the representative

of Malaysia for the kind words he addressed to me.
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Mr . TORNUDD (Finléhd): I have the honour, first, Sit,’to egtehd to you
my delegation's sincere céngratulations on your aSsuﬁption, on behalf of your great
country of the>ptesidehcy of the Secﬁrity Council fér the month of Noveqber. We
look fofwardnto fruitful co«aperation, under youi ablerépidance,Awith you”and the
other menbe:s 6f the‘Council during this month.

Furthermore, I wish to thank the Permahgnt Rgptesentative of Canada,

Ambassédor Fortier, ane‘again for his skilful and effective leadership duriﬁg‘his
»'presidency in October. | |

The situation in the territories occupied by Israel continues to be a sourée
of;étave concern to the,inte:national'commupity. In recent months we have seen‘:'
attempts to comeltﬁ.grips with the political aspects of the conflict between
Israelis and Palestinians; althbugh evidence of real progress has mos tly beén hard
to detect. At the same time,'we should like to see evidence of pdiicies and
practicésvdesigned to build confidence among the population'of the 6ccupied
territories, which éould,lay thé basis for stable and friendly COe#istence in the
regi§n.- What we see,'hCWever,‘is continuing tension, violations of human rights;
and violations of international law.

A just;:durable and peaceful settlement in the Middle East is not yet in
sight, but the principles upon which it must be bésed are well known. In the long_;
term, different political and sécufity arrangeyents are conceivable, but one thing
is clear: the occupation must come to aﬁ end. A way must be found for the
:Palestinians to exercise their right to self-determinatidn in peace. 1Israel, like
other States, must have secure and recognized borders. Until the occupation is
over, the Palestinians deserve pafticular suppoft-and4protection.l |

In this respect, the‘patientvefforts of the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency-fof'Palestine Refugees 'in the Near East (ﬁNRWA) continue to be of central

importance. The task of UNRWA is difficult and demanding, and it is fundamental
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er.-Tbtnudd,’Finland)

that UNRWA should be able'to darry out all itsbhumanitarian'functipns withoutH
hindrgnce. ,Wé are therefore very upset by,thé/recent interventions by-Israeli
miiiiary‘units against UNRWA offiges and personnel in»the West Bank and Gaza. We |
trust that such intervéntions will not‘be.repeated. | | |

Others have already referred in this depate to recent excessive.measﬁreslpy 
the Isragli army in Beit Sahur and elsewhere in the occupied‘tertitories, We
deplore all violence, and we appeal once mbre :o the Israeli auﬁhorities to act’in-»'»k
7 accordance with the Fourth Geneya Convention, Eo respect human rights and, more
Athén that, to show a constructive concern for the gtievances of tﬁe‘Pélestinian
populétion. | 7 ‘

My delegation regrets pafticularly that the overall situation in the Occupied"
territories céntinues to deteriorate. The Istaeli’people and authorities
themselves cannot be satisfied with the present sitﬁation. ;There must emerge a
- realistic understandingrabout‘hqw to,takerthe first steps on the road to |
improvements. The int;ernatibnal community expects that ;t,he political will to -
change the situation will enkréé with growing strength in Israel itself.

Mganwhile. what my delegation has said op”previous‘occasions this year heré in
the Security Council remains valid. Finlaﬁd's;position on thé_Arab—Israe;i conflict
As a whole is likewise on the recbtd.’ |
>7 With more urgency than évetfwe séy that it i; time forka change'also in the

Middle East.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): I thank the,representative‘f
of Finland for the kind words he,addresséd to me.

Sir Crispin TICKELL (United Kingdom): We welcome you to the ptesidency.

. Sir, and give our warm thanks to your predecessor. I will not embarass either of

you with excessive praise but it is none the less fully deserved.
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(Sir Crispin Tickell, United
Kingdom)

It is a matter of dee§ cdncern to my Government that the situa tion in the
occupied territories has not improved since we last debated this subject, in June.
Indeed.‘in man& ways the situation has deteriorated. We are particularly concerned
about the situation of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for falestine

Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). In his speech to the Special Political

Committee on 24 October the Commissioner-General stated that UNRWA had had
obstacles placed in its Qay by the Israeli authorities. We should not forget that
UNRWA provides basic services for the most needy elements in the Palestinian
populatién._vIn par ticular, my Government deplores the recent raids by the Israeli
Defence Force on UNRWA premises in the West Bank and‘Gaza Strip. These appear td
be a violation of the pribileges and immunities‘of a respecﬁed United Nations
body. The Israeli authorities have still not respon@ed to the prbtest made by
UNRWA on 20 October. We hope that a reply will be forthcoming soon.

The situation in Beit Sahur seems to present a new example of repressive
Israeli action in the occupied territories.  The British Consul-General in
"Jerusalem has visited the town twice recently to see the situation there for
himself. My Goverhnent is disturbed by his reports. Whatever the rights and
wrongs ‘of the tax strike by the citizens of Beit Sahur, due legal process must be
followed. There can be no éxcuse for the illegal ‘and arbitrary confiscation of
furniture and household belongings and of the machinery which provideé the
livelihood for small business people. We have exéressed our ser ious concern to the

Israeli authorities and we call for an end to the blockading of Beit Sahur.
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(Sir Crispin Tickell,
United Kingdom)

My Government is also concerned that on 27 October the Israeli authorities
prevented the Greek Orthodox, latin and Armenian Patriarchs’ffom‘visitingrthe town
to celebraté mass and distribute food; This ihterference with freedom of»reiigions
préctice runs counter to the basic principlés for which all civilized countries,

Uincluding Israel, stand.

Israel-has continued to deport—individuals from the occupied territories, in
breach of its obligations under ;he Fourth Geneva>Convgntion and in repeated
defiance of this Council's resolutioﬁs. Education continues to suffer. The -
universities remain closed, aﬁd théveducaﬁion of many children has been damaged by
the‘two~9ear closure of schdols in the West Bank.

~There isra continuing cost in human lives caused by theléonflict in ﬁhév
occupied territories. My Government condemns all such killing - both the killiné
of civilians by the Israeli forces and the killing of so-called Palestinian
collaborators. Violence begets violence. | |

The need for stéps to be faken towards a negoti;ted settlement of the
Arab-Israeli conflict ‘is more urgent than ever. MyqGovetnmentvfully sﬁpports the
efforts of all concetnea to initiate a dialogue between Israelis and Palestinians.
We hope that agreémént making- this poséible will soon be reached. We continpé tq
hold that‘electiohsvshould take élace in the occupied. territories on the basis of
land fofipeace, in.fulfilment of the Council's resolutions 242 (1967) and’

338 (1973). This could set in motion a process léading to an'international peace-
conference, tp be held under United Nations auspices. This would beithe |
approptiate foruq”for‘direét negotiations between the parties with a view to

4reaching a comprehensive, just and lasting settlement.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): I thank the representative

- of the United Kingdom for his kind words addressed to me.
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Mr. DJOUDI (Algeria)'iinterpretation from French): It is a great

pleasure for the Algerian delegation to congratulate you, Sir, on assuming the
fpresidency of the Security Council for the month of November. The esteem and
regard in which your colleagues hold you and the personal and professional
qualities which have won you their appreCiation give us confidence in the way in
which our work will be conducted. |

I also wish, Sir. to extend the warm congratulations'of myldelegation to
: hmbassador For tier of Canada, your predecessor, on the remarkable way in which he
directed the Council'skwork last;month.t |

At a time when the whole international community is at last expressing its
unrestrainedvindignation at and condemnation of the suffering and 1n3ust1ce to
which the Palestinian people is being subjected in its occupied homeland, the
Security Council is once_again being called_upon_f for the eighth_time in two
yeats - to make'the necessaty response to a situation'whoserseriOusness is known to
all. Although the continued escalation of repress1on against the Palestinian
people was foreseeable, being inherent in the very logic of an cccupation in
disorder, it is no less distress1ng for that, and because of its magnitude the
Council must now put an. end to an intolerable situation.'

In the 23 months of the 1ntifadah not a day has gone by without 1ts sad list
~of murders, persecution, the dynamiting of homes, expu131ons and humiliation of all
kinds. The toll of Palestinian victims, while clearly showing the brutality,.
_magnitude and sophistication of the means of repression being‘used, is also
overwhelming proof of the unshakeable‘will of the Palestinian people,,armed only
‘with its courage and its determination'to free itself of the yoke of oppression;

Faced with that resolve, the occupier - pretending to’forget the inescapable

lessons of history, which teach us that no domination, however brutal, can bend the
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will of a people to win back its freedom 4wstill ptefets to use more force,bmore
violence and more tepression.‘ Therefore, should we be surpriséd that'the most
basic human rights are being so putrégeously trampled under foot? How could we
fail to see in the expansion of repressivé'bfutality‘a frenzied resolve to break
the resistance of the Palestinian people, to wound it mortally, to dispoésess it of
its goods and t9 do harm even £o its most éacréa spititual values?

The courageous attitude of the 12,000,inhabitanté of the village of Beit Sahur
is a perfect symbol of the dimensions of the tragedy of thé Palestinian people and |
the injustice it has been fighting for more than'40,years. The eventé‘taking p;ace
there inevitably make us aware of the realitiés of the Istaeli occupation and
reveal, if that is needed, what the dynamics Qf‘these events-involve and reptesent.

Above all, Beit Sahur is striking proof of the detéfmination of the
Palestinian people to resist the occupation. By’refusing tn’p,ay_the tax, by that
courageous, collective act of éolidarity, ﬁhe'inhabitants of Beit Sahur héve shown
that the domination of a pébple cannot - it has never been possiblé anywhere - take
on the appearances of normality'and appeésenent and that'ﬁheit resistance‘will
never givé way to any kind of éccommodation. We also see another symbol, thaﬁ of
the un%ty and solidarity of all Paiestinians,’dgmonstrated in the general‘strike,
1astipg five days, which paralysed Gaza and the West Bank at the very tiﬁe When the
inhabitants of BeitFSahur were fefusing to pay taxes to the ocgﬁpier and his éa:
machine. | |

The events at Beit Sahur are alSo symbolit because they reveal the pitifﬁlyj
means available to the Palestinians faced with'the occupier's repfe;sive arsenai -
which, although already fétmidable, is constantly béin§ strengthened. Openly ‘
stating their intention of téaching a lesson - those were the very wordsrused byv

the Zionist Minister of Defence -~ the occupation forces themselves were taught a
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lesson, hecause'the§ were not able to break the unshak eable will of the inhabitants
ot thevtillage,keven thoughlthose forces tried everything - even a blockadevto
starve the inhabitantsrand'deprive them of care,bto'brutalize them,‘and:finallyito
steal their beiongings.

It must be said that what happened at Beit Sahur will be added to. the list of
heroic acts of the Palest1nian people, to sttengthen its determinat1on and will to
resist the forces of occupation, whatever the scope of the methods they use. It
must also be said that the etents at Beit Sahur and the continuing general uprising
ate nothing less than‘the eapression of the mill of a people to live in fteedom,
affirm its identity and build its'own>State on the soilhof its’homeland.'

‘One of the great merits of the intifadah is that it has given the strnggle of
the Palestinian people:a;new dinension and prevented the struggle of several
generations from being‘taken'for cranted,‘ensuringithat the PaleStinians are not
oictims of further injustice'and indifference. Thanks to the‘intifadah. the
lnternational communi ty has‘finally hecome aware of the true dimensions of the;A
tragedy of the Palestinian people and of the noble struggle they are waglng, and it,

has repeatedly expressed its concern and denounced the oppressor s attitude. )Theb
fact that many indignant and accusingtvoices are being raised, even by those whOﬁ
one could not suspect of sympathy for the{Palestinian people, is’strikingfproof
that the justice of that people's‘sttuggle and its claims is recognized;

At last everyone recogniées the clear reallty that the Middle'East crisis will
be resolved only when the legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian people are
fully met - 1ts aspirations to attain its national r1ghts to self-determination and

the establlshnent of its own State in its homeland.
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If the tragedy of the Palestinian people is Stlll continuing today, it is more
than ever up to the:international community, and particularly, to those within our
Organization uho have.special responsibilities tovsee tnat the‘way to just and
lasting peace is resolutely'followed whenever the situation so’requires."In the
Middle East, neitherithe situation of the population in the occupied:territories
nor the threats to international peace and‘security posed by the prolongation of
the Palestinian tragedy can :|ust1fy any delay. They req’ui-re resolute commitment on . '»
the part of all to promote a just and 1ast1ng solution in the Middle East.

Tomards that end, the General Assembly has already.definedvthe course of
action. By pronouncing itself in favour of the restoratﬁon of the national rights
of the Palestinian people, hy‘recogniaing the Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO) as the sole and legitimate representative of that people, and by proclaiming
that the only_appropriate‘forum is the International,Peacelconference on the Midale
East, under the auspices'of the United Nations, with the participation ofvthe'PtO
and all other parties concerned, on an edqual footing,iand the five permanente
‘menbers of the Security Council, the'General‘Assenbly has made itsydecisive
contribution to a global settlement of the crisis in thevMiddle‘East.‘

lt is within the framework of‘the establishment of the conditions necessary
for  the convening of the International Peace Conference cn the Middle East that the
Council is being called upon today to shoulder its responsibilities under the
United‘Nations Charter. This means, first of'all, that it must take a stand on the‘
'urgent measures needed to ensure at last the security and integrity of the
population,of the occupied territories, in accordance with the Fourth Geneya |
Convention. 1In view of the systematic'and.continued violations of that Convention

’it is incumbent upon~the CounCil to‘act promptly and with determination. In so

doing the Council will not only be acting in a way consistent with-the serious
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,developments in the,occupied territories, but it will also be doing‘what the
international community expects it to do in order that international law may
prevail. It would thus be acting in accordance with the requirenents of a just. and‘
1astingkpeace in the Middle East. That is what the 1nternatﬁonal communlty expects

of it and that is the'urgent appeal of the Palestinlan people.

The‘PRESIDENTv(interpretation‘from Chinese): I thank the representative
of Algeria for his kind words addressed to me. “

Mr.~FORTIER (Canada): Sir, allow me to begin ny statement this morning
by congratulating you most 51ncerely on your assumption of the office of Pres1dent
of the_Security Counc1l for the month of November. I have full confidence that
your stewardship of'this office willvbe carried out with the efficiency and
effectiveness for wnich you are so well known.’ I should also like to take this
occasion to express my heartfelt appreciation, and that of my delegation, for the
many gracious and generous words of tribute which have been made to Canada for its
service as President of the‘Council for the month of October. | |

Weiare meeting in this Chamher to consider once again the'Situation invthe :
occupied territories at a time when the concern of the community of nations for the
situation 'in those troubled and strife-torn territories has deepened. The
continuing climate of violence only serves to lessen the chances for’building a
peaceful future and achieving a comprehensive political‘solution to the
Arab-Israeli dispute.

The acts. of: vigilantism which have occurred and the incidents of v1olence
directed’by Palestinians against other‘Palestinians are particularly’distressing to

ny Government. Canada also remains deeply concerned at the continuing use, on the

part of the Israeli authorities, of arbitrary measures, 1ncluding collective
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punishnent, as part of its efforts to attempt to repress the uprising in the

occupied territories.

In that connection, the‘recent raids conducted by members of the Israeli"
seourity forces on offices‘ofithe'United Na tions Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA)V
and frequent actions which prevent UNRWA staff from,carrying out their mandate to
provide educational, health-and'social servioes to the Palestinian‘refugees, cannot
be passed over in silence. The Government of Canada has repeatedly called upon
Israel to allow UNRWA to 1mplenent fully and effectively its difficult mandate.

Canada belleves the human rights of the Palestinian inhabitants of the
occupied territories must be respected fully by the Israeli authorities, and we
cannot accept the imposition of arbitrary measures and the use of oollective
punishnent such as occurred recently in the town of Beit Sahur. These events have
only served to underline the urgent need for the provisions of the Fourth Geneva
Convention to be fully applied to the West‘Bank and the‘Gaza Strip. A decision on
the,part of the Israeli'authorities to do so would make a significant eontributron
to establishing a climate in which a dialogue between the parties could lead to
early results. | |

‘The past year has seen a nunber of welcome steps and‘initiatives on‘the'part
of several Governnents and part1es with an immediate interest in the early and
~successful resolution of the Arab—Israeli dispute. These positive developments,
which have led my Governnent‘to hope that a peaceful resolution‘to this
long-standing dispute could be found on the‘basis of Seourity‘Council reSolutions
242 (l967) and 338 (1973), mustrnot be hindered by a continuing dyalerof violencef
To this end, allfparties mist exercise restraint and avoid actions;which are
clearly in violation of the human'rights of others. Only then can the stage belset
for negotiations between the parties on the basis_of a willingneSS‘to oompromise .

and in a climate of good will and mutual respect. -
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): I thank the representative
of Canada for hig kind words'addressed to me. | |

Mr. GOSHU (Ethiopia): Sir, allow ﬁe, at the outset, to congrstulate you
on your essumption ofvthe presidency of tﬁe Security Council for the month of
November. Keenly aware, as we are, of your eminent qualities es a skilled
diplomat, we are confident that your guidance‘will enable the Council to consider
the issue before us in the most effective manner.

i should also like to pay a well-deserved tribute to your predecessor, the
Petmaneht Representative of Canada, Ambassador Yves Fortier, for the businesslike
manner in which he conducted the work of the Council last month;

The Council has‘met osce agein to consider the deteriorating situatioh in the
occupied Palestinian territories. Once again, our attention is drawn to a
situation involving the use of force byban occﬁpying_Power against a civilian
population under occupation. My country has, on ptevious occas ions, pronounced
itself on the increased use of force by Israel against Palestinians in the
territories‘ﬁnder its occupation. None the less, the latest;incidents, such as
those at Beit Sahur and other toﬁns, compel us to restate our position on this
grave matter.

The tragic situation involving the siege of towns asvwellbas the arbitrary
arrest and intimidation Of.civilians iﬁ the territories under consideration are not
merely aberrations on the part of a few members of the occupying'Power, but tather
a manifestatioo of a consistent pattern_pursued in order to suppress the popular
resistance of the Palestinian population. indeed, the harsh measures taken witﬁ a
viewkto undermining the cultural relics and stbols of the population is a matter

we cannot condohe, nor are the vigilante attacks against a civilian population.
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If the use of force against the Palestinians in the occupied territories
continues to go unchecked, prospects for a peaceful and just solution to the Middle c
East problem will continue to be marginalized. vIt is our considered view that the
use of repressive measures and concerted acts of violence against those who denand
justice will only contribute to the fur ther deterioration of a complicated
situation. Consequently, it is incumbent upon the Council to urge the occupying
Power to assume its obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, create
the conditions for peace and tranauillity to prevail in the occupied Palestinian
territoriesfand ensure the humane treatment of the population under occupation., In
that connection the recommendations contained in the’ Secretary—General s report of
21 January 1988 are worthy of attention by the Council.

The manifestations of v1olence in the occupied territories to which I have
alluded are painful‘symptoms associated with a profoundly complex prohlem.‘ As
such, unless and until the broader problem of the Middle East and the specific
issue of the inalienable riohts‘of the Palestinian people are addressed, the
attainment of ‘peace will remain elusive. The Council should take measures aimed at
imposing a universally recognized code of conduct on the occupying Power with a
view to ensuring respect for the rights of the~popu1ation under its control. It is
equally vital that the Council_should contribute'its share to the resolution of the
conflict in the ﬁiddle East. In the same vein,'we believe the Council should call
on'allkparties to contrihute to the process within which a just and'lasting
settlement of the Middle East ouestion can he'troughtvabout, In that noble
endeavour, all States, and particularly those with special responsibilities in
matters pertaininé'to the maintenance of international peace'and'security, must :

assume their moral.obligations;
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The volatile Situation in the Middle East must not be allowed to deteriorate
any further. The Council muet‘assume its responsibilities ;egarding the impartial‘
international protection of the Palestinian civilian populafion. Appropr ia te ana,
timely action on the matter before the Council could constitute an initial step inr

the protracted and'afduous struggle for peace and justice in the Middle East.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese)s' I thank the representative

of Ethiopia for the kind words he addressed to me.

Mr.~de,ALENCAR‘(Braz11): May I congratulate you, Sir, on your aesumption
of the presidency of the Council for the month of November. Your personal
qualities and diplomatic skills and experience arevguarantees of success for ohr
werk. . | |

I should like also to expreés our tﬁanks~to your ptedecessbr, Ambassador:

Yves Fortier of Canade. and to cengratulate'him warmly on the efficient mannef'in.
which he conducted the business of the Council during the month of Octobef.‘

Once again,.the Arab Group has requested the Council to meet in order'to
examine the disturbing situation in the occupied Paiestinian ferritbries, and once
again we are féced with reports of reptessive meas@tes imposed by Israel in those
territories.>.The’recent events in the town of Beit Sahur indicate that the already
appalliﬂgly long list qf brutal repressive practicesAintroéuced by Israel in the
‘ territories has>been expanded by actions such as'besieging towns, putting
unacceptable pressure on the United Nations Relief and Works Agehcy for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) and keeping it ftom‘cerrying out its function of
providing basic services._preventing the heads of religious communities from
performing their‘religiousrfunctiohs,‘énd ransacking'houses for the purpqse of

illegally and arbitrarily confiscating valuables.
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Such practices not only violate the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Comvention
of 1949 relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of which
Israel is a Coutracting Party, but they also mave beenitaken in complete disregard
of resolutions adopted by this Cooncil, including resolution 605 (1987), whereby
Israel, the occupying Power, was called upon to abide -scrupulously by the
COnvention and to desist from policies and practices which are in violation‘of its
provisions.

The policies and practices of repression implemented by Israel in the occupied
territories throughout the Palestinian uprising have given rise to grave concern on
the part of the international community. Accordingly; this Council has several
times called upon Israel to respect the Fourth Geneva Convention and to accept its
de jure applicability to the occupied territories. Such appeals have,
unfortunately, been met with contempt and with even more rep:essiVe measures on the
part of Israel.

It is therefore.oropet'that now this Council should not only reiterate its
call for Israel to abide immediately and scrupulously by the’Fourth Geneva
Convention and to cease forthwith all acts that are in violation of its provisions,
but also, as recently requested by the General Assembly in its reéolution 44/2'
consider measures_for the protection of the Palestinian civilian population_under
Israeli occupation. 1In order to implement the latter, the Council should endorse
some of the recommendations contained in the Secretary-General's report of
21 January 1988 (S/19443).

The Brazilian delegation is ready to support the draft resolution contained in
document S/20945/Rev.l, which addresses the main points nentioned above and which

might help diminish the suffering of the Palestinian people.
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The diffiéuit‘situation iﬁ the occupied territories:oﬁly heightens the
pressing need for negotiations Qith‘thebparticipétion of all parties cdncérned,
with a view to échieving a cémprehensi;é, jﬁst and laSting’peace in the Middle
East. Brazil is readY‘to lend its subpott to all endeavours‘towarés that‘eﬁd, and
par ticularly towards the'gonﬁening of an international peécé'éonférence under

United Nations auspices, in accordance with General Assenbly resolution 43/176.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): I thank the representative
of ‘Brazil for the kind wordé he ‘addressed to me.

Mr. PENALOSA (Colomb ia) (inte:pfetation from>Spanisﬁ)? I should like to

congratulate you, Sif,'on your assumption of the(presidéncy of the Security Council
' fo: this month. Oht‘two countries h;velﬁery special‘bdnds of friendéhip and
co-operation. We are conﬁinééd thaf,'hndeflyoﬁr able ieadership, the work of the
Council during ‘your term qf‘office will bé successful.

We want also to éxpress our appreciaﬁibn_to Ambaséédor Fortier of Cahadé'fo?

his effective leadership and dedication last month.
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Colombia, together with the other non-aligned members of the Security Council,
is a sponsor of the draft resolution now before the Council for its consideration.
As we have said on other occasions, it is frustra ting to have to address the issue
of the occupied territories once again without having seen any improvement in the
situation and without the smallest sign tbat Israel, the occupying Power, is aware
of the position taken by the Council over the past 22 years. | |

- My delegation is especially concerned by - and has protested against - the
violation of the rights of the Palestinian people and particularly the present
occurrences at Beit Sahur, where not only does a state of siege exist but the
inhabitants are being taken from their homes and their goods and possessions are
being arbitrarily confiscated.

My delgation wishes to reaffirm_once'again that the Geneva Convention relatiire
to the Protection of Civilian Persons in 'l‘ime of War is applicable,‘ to the
Palestinian territories and that, tberefore, Israel must comply with/ that |
Convention and refrain from any act that violates it. |

My delegation has_’always been in favour of the prompt conuening of the
vInternational Peace Conference on the Middle East, under the auspices of the United
Nations and with the participation of all parties to the conflict, including the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PIO), on an equal footing, and of the five
permanent menbers of the Security Council. v

We must also repeat'that any settlement must establish and ehsure the right of
all States in the region, including Israel, to exist within secure, internationally
recognized boundaries, and assert and guarantee the right of the Palestinian people

self-determinftion, including the right to establish their own State.

We hope that the Idraft resolution before the Security Council will be adopted,
as a further demonstration of the Council's concern and of its condemnation of

Israeli practices in clear violation of legal and moral imperatives.
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The PRESIQENT‘(;nteréretation from Chinese)s: I thank the rep:esentative
of Colombia fo: the kind words he addressed to me. | . |
Mr. BLIANC (France) (interpretation from French)e On behalf of my i
delegation, I extend to you, Sir, our congratulations on China's assumption of. the
preeidency of the Security Council for the month of November. I ehould also like
to take this oppertunity to thank Ambassador Yves Fortier of Canada, who presided
over the Council's deliberations last month.

France views as particularly seriousethe situation preveiiing in the occupied
territories, which is becoming increasingly alarming. We are witnessing &ith
growing copcern‘a.continuingvescalation of violence and an“intensification of
cenfrentation in the West Bank and Gaza. The continuing repression by the
occupying fbrces in those territories, which has already cleimed hundfeds of
viceims,,including many’adqlescents and even smali childfen; has with ;he passing
months‘taken many different forms, and the Council's attention has been_drawnrto
‘them:on many eccesions.

The'facts before us today aterparticuierly serious. The feelingsrthey‘have
atoused, both.in the occupied territories and in the internétionalvcommunit?, as
reflected by this meeting of the Security Council, are legitimaee. Whatever the
justifications effered, the events that have occurred at Beit Sahur and thekmethods
employed by ;he is:aeli ermy_agains; its inhabitants must'be COndenned. My~coun£ry
also condemns the conduct of the military occupation authorities, which have
forbidden access to the to&n»by representatives of foreign States. The meesures of
confiscation that have been taken against the popula tion of Beit.Sahur should -
therefore be rescinded. On behalf of my Government, I once‘agaiﬁ call‘upon Israe1 
strictly to reséect its obligetions-as an oceupying Power .under the Fourth Geneva

Convention,
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Recent;-developmegts in the situation on the ground, apd particularly the SOrry
affair at Beit Sahur; are further indications of the untenable_sﬁatuﬁ quo in the -
occupied tetritories. Indeed, never has there been a g:eaﬁer need'fdt vioiencé‘and
tension to give way to dialqgue and negotiation, and prosﬁects of this have euefged
in recent months. We must all strive to encourage and strengthen them. Genuine
and lasting peéce can only be based on mutuai'recognition‘by'?alestiniansrand
Israelis of each other's respective rigﬁts and aspirations. Jin our view. and‘I}'
repeat it here, a éoﬁpiehensive'politicai settlement -~ the imperative need‘for"
which 1is recognized by all - must ensure Israel's right to live within secure and
recognized borders and the‘equally‘impo:tant'right of‘the Palestiniah»people to a
homéland in which they can establish the structures of their choice. France will
continue its efforts to promdote progress towards such a sett;enent.

“In this connection'fhé international community has a duty to pefform and aw
role to play. In our vieﬁ. it is within the framework of’an,1ntérﬁationa1'peace
conféténée dealing with all aspecté of the coﬁfliét and bringing together‘al;'the-
pr§ta§onists that negotiations between the pa;ties directly concefned can fiﬁally
be begun with the best possible -chance of success. |

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): ‘I'thank the representative

of France fot the kind words he AddreSSed to me.

I shall now make a stétement in uybgapacity as Petmahent.Représeﬁﬁative'bf
China to the Unitedeations in order to ptesent tﬁe posi tion of the Chinese
delegation on the item we are‘considerings ‘

Bothrthé Security Council and théVGeﬁéral Assembly have considered the
situation iﬁ the occupied Arab tettitories on nanyvoccasionsrand adoptéd numefous*
resolutions caliing for strict'dompliancebby the Israeli authorities with the 1949

Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time
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of War and the immediate cessation of their policies and practices in ¢Ontravention
of the provisions of the Convention. However, the Israeli authorities, .in total
defiance,of the solemn and just demands and strong appeals of the international
community, continﬁe to subject the inhocent Palestinian pedple in the occupied
territories to such inhumane practiges as killing; detention and deportation and
demolition of houses. Several hundred Palestinian civilians have been killed in
the past two years or so. Moreover, in disregard of the dangerous plight of the
Palestinian refugees, the Israeli authorities have arbitrarily obstructed the ‘
United Nations Relief and Wbrké AéenCY for Palestine Refugees in the Near Eaéﬁ «
(UNRWA) in performing its duties by providing féod,’medicine and other humanitarian
relief services. Such practices on fhe part of the Israeli authoritiesvcannot but
- arouse the just resistance of the Palestinian people and the qidespread

' condemnation of the international community.
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The Chinese Government and people are greatly cohcerned at the deteridrating
situation in the'occupied territories and wish to express their deeply felt
sympaﬁhy for the Palestinian people, who are now going through uﬂtold.suffe:iné as
a natiqn; .Thé Chinese délegationrsupports th% draft resélution submitted by the 7
non-aligned countries and is in favour of the Security Council taking action
re;olutely to check the Isréeli authorities' suppression of the,PaIestiniaﬁs'in the
Qccupied territories.

China is of the view that the fundamental’solution to the auestion'of the
occupied territories hihges on . a compreheﬁsive, just and lasting settlement of the
Middle East question. In this cohnecéion; 1 wish to reiterate the five points in
the proposal made recently by the Chinese Government. They are: First, thé Middle
East questibn should b; settled through political means and all parties should
refrain from uéing force. | Seéondly, China supports the convocétion 'qf the
International Peace Conference on the Middle East under the auspices of the United
Nations, to be attended by the five.permanént nbmbers of the Security Council and
thg various parties concerned. Thirdly, China urges the parties concerned in the
Middle East to hold variouvs forms of dialogue deemed appropriate,‘including direct
dialogue between the PLO and Israel. ,qurthly, Israel must‘stop suppreséing o
Palestinian residents in the occupied areas and muét withdraw from the occupied
Arab territories; accordingly,rthe sécurity of israel shbuld also pe_éuaranteed.
Bnd, fifthly, the State of Palestine and the State of Israel should extend mutual
récognitibn and the Arab and Jewish peoples shouldrcoexist peaéefully.

We believe that this proposal points to the correct way for turhing the'Middle
East from a region of protractéd turbulepce inéo one of peace and tranquillity.

I now resume my function as President of the Council.
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It is my understanding that the Council is ready to proceed to the vote on the
draft resolution before it.' If I hear n0'objectﬁon, I shall put the draft
resolution to the vote now.

There being no objection, I put to the vote the draft resolution contained in
document $/20945/Rev.l.

A vote was- taken by show of hands.

In favours Algeria, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia, Ethiopia, Finland,
France, Malaysia, Nepal, Senegal, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
‘YUQOSI&Vla

Against: United States of America

The'PRESIDENT (interpretation from>Chinese): The result of the voting is
as follows: 14 in'favour and 1 against. The draft resolution has not been
adopted, owing to the negative vote of a permanent menber of the Security Council.

I shall now call on those members of the Council who have asked to be allowed
to make statements following the voting.

- Mr;'PICKERING (United States of.America): The United States is deeply

' distressed by the continuing violence and confrontation in the occupied
territories. We have repeatedly called. on all parties to exercise maximum '

, restraint, tonav01d bloodshed and reduce tensions. We remain convinced that the
situation in the occupied territories can be resolved only through a oomprehensive;
negotiated settlenent which is firmly based on- Security COunc1l resolutions

242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and which recognizes Israel’ s need for secure and

recognized boundaries and the legi timate rights of the Palestinians.
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My Government is now engaged in intensive efforts to help launch an
Israeli-Palestinian dialogue, which could lead to elections and négoiiations on a
comprehensive peace in the region. 1In our view, repeated recourse to the Security
Council with one-sided draft resolutions does not contribute to this process_hor to
a real reduction of confrontation ih the occupied ter;ito:ies. Such draft
resolutions and the divisive debate that accompanies them do not help to alleviate
conditions in the area, nor do they help to create an atmosphere conducive to ;he
establishment of a‘oonstruct1§e‘dia16§ue between Israelis and Palestinians. On the
contrary, such resolutions and debates exacerbate tensions and distract the parties
from the critical issues that neeé to be addresséd in the reéion.

The text before the Council today, like others before it, criticizes Israeli
actions without regard for the éxisting political and security situation in the
occupied territories. For example, there is nd reference to acts of‘violence
directed by Palestinians against Israelis, and by‘Palestiniahs against other
Palest}nians. All members are awaré that the United States is not willing tp
support unbalanced proposals of this kind.‘ Our voting record in the Security
Council is clear. However, as members 6f the Council are also aﬁaré, we have
accepted adoption of resoluﬁions on these issues when they have ﬁet the test of
balance and fairness. We also do not agree with the draft resolution's request
that the Secretary-General conduct on-site moﬁitoring of the situatién‘in the
occupied territories, as this connoteé to us a permanent, ongoing presence on the
ground. However, we do sdpport efforts by the Seéretary-General, and ﬁis
representatives, to visit the occupied territoriés to report periodically ch the
situation there. |

I need not reiterate United States policy regarding the human rights situation

in the occupied territories or on the applicability of the Fourth Geneva Convention
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to the area. These bositions are well known. We have long opposed administrative

detention, deportation and house destructions and sealings, and other forms of

collective punishment, which are contrary to the provisions of that Convention. We ..

have raised directly with the Government of Israel our concerns over such issues as:
“the bléckade o£ Beit Sahur;‘interference with the operations of the United Natibns
Relief ﬁnd Works Agenéy, échool Qlosures and other questions concerning Israel's
administration of the occupied tefritories. Our dialogue with Israel on theéé
questions will'cbntinue.‘ |

For the reasons I have just deséribed, my Government has voted against the
- draft reéolution; ‘ . |

| Mt. FORTIER (Canada) (interpretation from French): The draft resolutionr
just voted upon refers to 'Paiestiﬁién terrifory'océupied by Israel” and 'ﬁhe
occupied territor&'. We wish to emphasize that we take ;t as understood éhat tﬁe )
territories‘to whicﬁ the resolution refers ére-the West Bank, Gaza and East
Jerusalem, which have been under Israeli décupation since 1967. The Canadian vote
in favour of this draftlrés?luticn dqes ﬁot indica te any change»in my éo&ernnentfs
view on tﬁe status of~these’téfritories.‘

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): I call on the

~ representative of Palestine.
Mr. TERZI (Palestine): It is réally dist;essing to see a concern’
expreséed so ovefwhelmingly by the Security Council being undermined by a permanent

member.
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(. That‘permanent member described the debate here as divisive. We have all
'listened‘to allythe statements. Fourteen uenoers of the Council,voted in'favour
and in their stateﬂénts all expressed their concern. “Tne only divisive and
undermining element was the p051tion of that particular permanent menber, the
United States. '

He aiso stated’that resolutions exacerbate the situetion. Of course, whiie
billions of dollars are given to the occupying Power to persist in its policies -
inhuman, atroc1ous acts of State terrorism - a resolution ca111ng for peace would
be considered an exacerbating element. We sincerely hoped and_wished that’the
Council had met to consider"tne globaldapproach, the political situetion, and not
the derivatives of that situation’which have been manifested through'thezcriminal
acts end acts of State terrorism offthe occupying Poweri .

If I recall rightly, the Council has before'it a'request from the General
Assenblv that it should help towards resolving the problem in a comprehensive
settlement. My understanding is that so far it is the United States that is tying
the hands of the Secretary—Generai, preventing him from pnrsning his endeavours,
and that is the obstacle to convening a meeting of the‘Council to start,kjust
start, a comprehensive peace process. |

Of course, wekare aware that the United.Ststes is nndertaking some individdal
action.v I wish the United States would realize that the situetion‘does.not‘permit
of individual action. It should be collectlve action by the CounC11 and by the
international community. It is the respon51b111ty in the first place of the five

—1permanent menbers to,get‘together as they did in other cases and let the Council
and the Secretary-General move. | '

Concerning on-gite monitoring, I cannot understand why the Government of the
United States is trying to cover np for‘what the Israelis are doing. ‘On—sitev.
monitoring doesrnot entail any unnecessary violation of the sovereigntv of the

State of Israel. These are crimes committed in a territory under occupation, and:



PKB/md S/pv. 2889
| -

{Mr. Terzi, Palestine)

it is incumbent upon the United Nations - it is its duty'— to have a presénce there
in order to report on such violations as those that have been referred to during
this discussion.

Igain, it is distressing that the ?alestinian people in their glorioﬁs
intifadah, in their hope that.the éeéurity_Council will help and facilitate the
bringing of peace, will only‘learn that the United States Government does not urge
Israel to return illedally qnd arbiératily confiscated property toiits owneES-

They will interpret that as the United States condoning and encouraging’suéh
éction. Our people will not understand that the United States wants Israel to
desist from committing such practices and actions. Our people will gndersténd the
position of the United States as giving blessings to what the Israelis ;te doiné.

It is really important for international peace and security, but primarily for
the welfare of those children and women in the territory under Israeli occupation;
that the state of belligerency should cometto an end and‘that the children, our
- children és well as thé childéen of the Israeli occupying forces, should be able to
look férward with avsﬁile towards a bright future and peace.

The position taken by the Palestinian people, as expressed in ouf Na tional
Council, has been a peaée initiative. The entire international community supported
it in the resolution adopted last year in the General Assembly. Wé only hope that
that permanent menmber wiil»no longer be the obstacle to the achievement of peace in
the Middle Eas£ through a just solution to the question of Palestine by enabling
the Palestinian people to enjoy their rights and exercise them in their own
country, in their own}indepenaent State. |

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): “There ére no further

speakers inscribed on my list. The Security Council has thus concluded the present
stage of its consideration of the item on its agenda.

The meeting rose at 12.25 p.m.




