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The meeting was called to order at 10.55 a.m.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.

THE S ITUATION RELATING TO AFGHANISTAN -
LETTER DATED 3 APRIL 1989 FROM THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES OF THE PERMANENT MISSION
OF AFGHANISTAN 10 THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE
SEQRITY UNCIL (S/20561)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): In accordance with -

decisions taken at the previous meetings on this item,'I invite the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Afghanistan and the representative of Pakistan to take placesrat 
the CounQiI table; I invite the'representatiées of Cuba, Democratic Yemen, the.
German Democratic Republic, India, Japan, the Lao Peoéle's Démoéraﬁic Republic, 
Madagascar, Mongolia, Nicaragua, Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic, Turkey,
the United Repﬁblic of Tanzania and-Viet Nam to take the places reserved for them
~at fhe side of the Council Chamber.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Wakil (Afghanistan) and Mr. Umer

(Pakistan) took places at the Council table; Mr. Oramas Oliva (Cuba), Mr. Al-Ashtal

(Democratic Yemen), Mr. Zachmann (German Democratic Republic), Mr. Gharekhan

(India), Mr. Kagami (Japan), Mr. Kittikhoun (lao People's Democratic Republic),.

Mr. Rabetafika (Madagascar), Mr. Dugersuren (Mongolia), Mr. Sertrano Caldera'_

(ﬁigaragua), Mr. Shihabi (Saudi Arabia); Mr. Al-Masri (Syrian Arab Republic), v

Mr. Aksin (Turkey), Mr. Chagula (United Republic of Tanzania) and

Mr. Nguyen Duc Hung (Viet Nam) took the places reserved for them at the side of the

Council Chamber.
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- The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I should like to inform fhe
Council that I have received letters from the representatives of Angola, Bulgaria,
the Comoros and Iraq, in which they request to be invited to participate in the
discussion of the item on the Councii's agenda. In conformity with the usual
practice, I propose, with the consent of the Council, to invite those
répresénfatives to paiticipate in the discussion without the right to vote, in
accordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the Council's
proQisional rulés of procedure.

There being no'objection, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Diakenga Serao (Angola), Mr. Stresov

(Bulgéria), Mr. Moumin (Comoros) and Mr. Sumaida (Iraq) took the places reserved

for them at the side of the Council Chamber.

The PRES IDENT (interptetation from Russian): The Security Council will

now resume its consideration of the item on its agenda.

I shoﬁld like to draw the attention of members of the Council to document
§/20585, which contains the text of a letter dated 12 April 1989 from the Chargé
d'affaires ad interim of the Pérmanent Mission of Afghanistan té the United Nations
,addresséd to the President of the Security Council.

The first speaker is the representative of the Lao People's Democratic
Republic. I invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his

statement.
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Mr. KITTIKHOUN (Lao People's Democratic Repubiic)(interptetation‘from
French): The delegation of the lao People's Democratic Republic is delightgd to
see presiding over the Security Council's work this month a son of ﬁhe Soviet |
Union, a country with which we have excellent relations of friendship, fratérnity
and mﬁitifacetéd co-operation. Aware as we are, Sir, of your outstanding qdalities
as a diplomat, your wisdom and your profound knoﬁledgé of internation$1 affai?s; Qéb
are sure that the'Council's»present deliberations will be successful. My
délegation would also like to congratulate Ambassador.Absa Claude Dbiallo, tﬁe
Permanent Representative of Senegal, for the competent manner in‘whichrshe'guiaed _
the Councii;svwork during the month of March. We also want to take this
opporiunity to extend our sincere thanks to the members of the Council for having -
- kindly agreed to our request to speak here on this important'issue»invoivinq
‘international peace and secufity that is now before the Council.

The diplomatic process begun by the United Nations Secretafy-éenerai and the ‘
contiﬁuing’efforts made by all parties concerned to resolvé the Afghan problem led
last year to the signing of the Geneva Agreements, which was warmly welcomed by a
gratified international community; Those accords, which were the result of a long
and arduous enaeavour, were signed by the Republié of Afghanistén and the Islamic
Repﬁﬁlic of Pakistaﬁ, with the two great Powers, the Soviet Union and the United
vStates of America, as guarantors, and under thé auspices of the Uni#ed Nations
.Secrétafy—General. They aré,an edifying achieQement of the United ﬁatibns
méchinery for the peaceful settlement of dispu?es; they have thus bpened the way to
. a comprehensive settlement of the situation in Afghanistan and in the rggion.

After the signing of the accords, the Soviet Union and the Republic of
Afghanistan dedicated_themselves to their strict implementation. In accordance -
with the accords, on 15 February of this year the withdrawal of Soviet frodpé from

‘Afghanistan was completed. Such .strict respect for the time-table set forth in the -
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Geneva accords, ﬁhich was Qelcomed by_the international community and valuéd by the
United Nations, attesﬁs to the Soviet Union's sincerity and to its clear resolve tbv
sétﬁle the problem by peaceful means., However, it is.most regrettable that, for
weli-known political motives; thebother signatory countries df the accords have.
seen fit not to discbatge their internatibnal obligations. Militaty bases for the
training of armed extremist Afghan groups on’foreign territory have been enlarged;
the parficipation of foreign advisers and experts specializing»in te;rorist"
activities has become much more active - iﬁ short, foreign interference in . the
internal affairs of Afghanistan has nbt'come to an end but has, on the contrary,
vbéen se:iouslyrstepped up.  The tense situation in Afghanistan has not’only failed
to diminish; it has become increasingly dangerous for both the Afghan people and
- for peoples in other countries of the region.

fhe Afghan people, like all the other peopleé of the world, are entitled to
peace so that they can rebuild their war-torn homeland. Those who once invoked the
‘presence of foreign troopg'in Afghanistan as a strqng pretext for their |
interference in Afghan affairs are today continuiﬁg to conceal theit
intervehtioniét policies by resqrting ﬁo other pretexts. 1Instead of promoting
inter-Afghan dialogue to achieve the natioﬁal reconciliation begun by the
1e§itimate quernment of the RepublicAof Afghanistan,ras requested by the United
Nations General Assembly aﬁ its fortyethitd session, those circles have in fact
encoutaged the armed Afghan extremists to opt for ﬁilita;y methods and to gain
power by force and violence. It is deeply deplorable that bloodshed and a
fratricidal Qar that pits Afghans against Afghaﬁs should be used to implement a
political policy. | |

The present situation, as it is emerging, is undoubtedly prejudicial to the

Geneva accords, to the resolutions adopted by the Conference of4Ministers of
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Foreign Affairs of the Non—Aligned Movement and to the resolutions adopted by the
United Natidns General Assembly at its forty-thitd sesshon;' Ifknothing‘is done ﬁo ,
remedy it, the situation could degenerate into a widespread regional conflict. The
international community must do all it can to defuse this tense situafion and to
find a political solution to the Afghan problem; At a time when détente and |
dialogue continue to prevail in international relations, it is difficult to
understand the motives of those who continue to advécate the use of force to
resolve the conflict in Afghanistan. Far from contributing to a peéceful
settlement of the problem, the formation of a so-called‘interim government on
foreign soil, one that has'in_féct been challenged by other armed opﬁosition
groups, caﬁ only aggravate it further. This is a not avtime to shed more Afghan
blood but, ratﬂer, a time to help the Afghan people towards reconciliation and to
settle their conflict by peaceful meahs. :

It is clear from the.evidencé that aggressibn and acts.of foreign inte;férence
in the internal affairs of’the Republic of Afghanistan, in particuiar in the’wake
»of the completé withdrawal of the Soviet Union's reduced military éontinqents, have
intensified. In the view of the Lao delégaﬁion, it is up toqthe Seéurity Council,
which is enftusted'with the maintenance of international peace and security,'fo
‘take the necéssary steps’ to forestall the dangerous consequences of such acts of

aggression and interference.
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: The long—suffer1ng Afghan people has already endured too much, and everythlng
must be done to put an end to thls senseless fratrlcidal war among the Afghans
whlch is belng pronoted from outside. The recent deadly battle around the city-of
Jalalabad, wh1ch left thousands of dead and wounded, clearly demonstrated that
there ‘can be no mllltary me thod 1n the quest for a solutlon to the Afghan
: confllct. The sooner contacts and dialogue are established among Afghans within
the country and outs1de, the sooner there will be a chance to restore peace in that
,country, to the greater interests of peace and stab111ty in the region and in the
.world. o
In this context, the-delegation of thellao’People's Democratic Repuhlic

‘weICOmes the policy of national reconciliation proclaimed by the Government of the
Republic of Afghanlstan and appeals to the international communlty to make an
active contribution towards the success of thls inter-afghan d1alogue. In this new
era of detente and 1nternatxonal co-operation, the Afghan problem, like all other
regionalvconflicts; reguires afpolitical;and not a military solution. It is only
this course of action that can allow the Afghan people to restore the peace it-so

needs in order to rebuild thelr country.

The " PRESIDENT (1nterpretat10n from Russ1an)'k I thank the’representative
of the Lao People s Democratic Republlc for his kind words addressed to the Soviet
Union ‘and to me petsonally.

- The next speaker is the representatlve oflﬁicaragua. I invite him to tate a
place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. SERRANO CALDERA (Nlcaragua) (1nterpretat1on from Spanlsh)' May I

congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption of the pre51dency of the - Securlty Counc1l
for the month of April. My delegation is gratified that the representative of a

. country w1th which we have a great friendship and mtual respect is guldlng the

' work of this lofty forum.
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At the same t1me I should like to express our apprec1atlon to the Ambassador
of Senegal, Her Excellency Ambassador Absa Claude Dlallo, for having conducted the
work of the Council last month in a way that enhanced the prest1qe of her country.

N1caragua is addre551ng the Council conv1nced more than ever that strict |
compliance with international law, non-lntetference in the internal affairs of
other States, respect for»soveteignty and territorial integrity and the non—use of
vforce’in international relations must alwayslgovern relations amongvcountries,
above all at a time as delicate and significant as the present.v There can bekno
substitute for the principles and purposes of the Charter of the dnited Nations,
and their defence is the’responsibility of the intetnational community.

Together with the 1nternat10nal communlty, Nlcaragua warmly welcomed the
Geneva accords, on the understandlng that the Afghan people would be free to forge
its own destiny in an atmosphere of freedom on the basis of 1ts own national
interests. We regret the course of events and deplote the fact that two friendly
non—aligned countries are in a state ofrconfrontation and that interference from
outside the region continues in Afghan affaits,» |

The Geneva accords are a reflection,of the letter and spirit of the United
ﬁations Charter and were signed precisely withkthe purpose of achieving a
;comprehensive“settlement of the situation in'Afdhanistan'and.guaranteeing that
peace and security.in the tegion would be strengthened. The siéning of these
accords was achieved, taking into account the interests of the Afghan people
themselves and of the~variousvpa:ties involved in the conflict. Artxcle II of the
accords is very clear in stlpulatlng that the contractlng partles must refraxn from d”
concluding agreenents or settlements with other StateS'whose'goal mlghtibe |

inter ference or intervention in their internal and external affairs. The use of
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force in any form with a view to disrupting the political; social or economic
order, or to overthfow or_chaﬁgé thg System of any one ofAthem, is prbhibited.

Similarly,vthe statement signed by the vaernments of the United States of
’America and the Union of.Soéiet Sdcialist Republics stipqlates,iamong other‘tbinés;
respect:for the commitments contained in the bilateral agreements between the
Republics of Afghanistan and Pakistan, ﬁhe principles that mﬁét govern mutual
relations, in particular, nén—interfetence and non—interventlon. This representé a
commitment on the part of the tﬁoféupef—Po#ers, which both have the obligation to
fulfil. o

It is well known that, in,fulfilment’of the agreements, the Union of Soviet
-Socialist Republics completely withdrew its troops from Afghanistan - an undeniable
contr ibution to fhe negotiation of aﬁ‘agreement befween the Gvernment of the |
Republic of Afghanistan and fhé 6§position for the establishment of a gbvetnment of
‘national reconcilia tionr. |

Uﬁfortunately, these accords have not been éomplétely fulfilled by all ﬁhé
» parties.v On the cantrary, in violation'df ihe letter and spirit of the'agreeménts,
military ;id is still being pfomoted and providéd to the irregular forces,‘thus
encouraging the continuation of military action, which has alréadyvcaused great
suffering to thé Afghan pedple and which hinderé,effbrts to achieve‘a political and
hegotiated solution tovthé situatién. | i

In fulfilment of ﬁhé'Geneva accdrds; not only the ptéstige and interests of
the countries dirécﬁly_invol&ed in the conflict are at stake, but also those of the
international community, because the politicallwillvof-States fo-find political and
negétiated solutions to resolve confliéts is being put to the test - énd two of

those States are permanent members of the Security Council.
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Throughout this debate we have listened attentively to statements of support
for the right to self-determination and on the need for the Afghan people to
determine its own fate without any coercion or foreign interference. 'We have also
heard the requestrmade to the international oommunity to play a‘more active role 1n‘
support of the’hfghan people both in the repatriation of refugees and in the |
--reconstruction of the country itself‘ But deeds must be matched by words in order

to be con31stent with the letter of ‘the Geneva accords.g ‘

My delegation, which unreservedly supports the role of the‘United_Nations in
the maintenancerof international peace, believes that the emplacement of the Uhited_f‘
Nations Good Offices Mission in Afghanistan and Pakistan (dNG)dAP) at border areas

~of Afghanistan would contribute to easing tensions and to putting an end to this
terrible war. In this way the'necessary conditions would also be created for the :
Afghan people to choose, without coercion and without interference, their own

leaders within a policy of national reconc111ation.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I thank the representative'
of Nicaragua for the kind words heraddressed to theVSoviet Union‘and to me
personally. o |

Mr..TADESSE (Ethiopia): At the outset let me convey to you, sir, myr
delegation s congratulations on your assumption of the presidency of the Security
Council,for the month of April. Ybur quality of leadership, as demonstrated by
your handling of critical 1ssues in the last three weeks, is ample evidence of. the,
wisdom and the rich experience you bring to the COunc1l. It is therefore a
pleasure for me to assure you,of our confidence in you as President-andiof ourvfull.

co-operation in the discharge of the high responsibilities you have assumed.
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I also seize this oppbrfunity to express our satisfaction and hgartfelt
'appteéiation to our sister the Permanent Representative qf Senega1,>HEr Excellency
Ambassador Absé Claude Diallo, for the sagacity with which she conducted the
affairs of the Council dqring her presidency last month.

It was with a collective sigh of relief that the international comﬁunity
learnedvlastyyear, on 14 April, of the signing of,thé Agfeéments on the seftlement
of the‘situation relating to Afgﬁanistan. Indeed it was one of the landmark
échievements aimed a£ bringing an end to the human suffering causea by the
decade-long fratricidal conflict within that country. As the inst:uments
compriéing the settlemen£ were the product of painstaking negotiations that began
in 1982, there was great hope that, on Eheit entry into force and their scrupulous
obséréance by all sides, the situation in Afghanistan would change for the better.
It is with this same conviction that the General Assembly at its forty-third
session also welcomedvthe conclusion of these Agreements as constituting “an
importaﬁt step towards a comprehensive poiitical solution of the Afghanistén
problem". |

This week tﬁe internatidnal communityrwitnessed the first anniversary of the
signing of the Geneva accords. Today, we all know that if fhese accords have
brought a change in the Afghan situation iﬁ is only in the withdrawal of foreign
forces, whose preéence in that country was a matter of serious controversy, with
grave ramifications in super-Power relations. 1In full compliance with the
provisions of the accords the Soviet Union has withdrawn ité forces. But the
situation in Afghanistaq still remains critical.,

Since the expected intra-Afghan dialogue for the establishment of a
broad-based government has not yet materialized, the mountains and fields of

Afghanistan continue to be a theatre of armed conflict between the forces of the
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Governmentdand the opposition groups. It is unfortunate that neither tne_
objectives of the Agreements nor the various political and'diplomatic initiatives
in various capitals seem to exert any pressure to bear on the armed opposition to '
talk peace and not war. Because of this and'the‘opposition's oent on overthrowino
the Afghan Government or attempt at ercludingbit‘ftom any politicalbptocess aimed
at determining the country's future, the flames of conflict and war are being kept
alive.

In the view of the opposition, dialogue is not being seen as a matchlese
alternative to the blood-lettino. 'Only recently, by rejecting the proposed
cease-fire on the occasion of Ramadan, the opposition has, regrettably, once again
demonstrated its choice of a military solntion to Afghanistan's'problem. We trust
that nobody in his right mind will’ condone this situation 1nvolv1ng massive
destruction and loss of lives as politically expedient and morally justifiable.

vThe pPlight of Afghanistan demands urgent measures that would fac111tate a
speedy cease-fire and create condi tions for a peaceful resolution of the problem.'
In our view the Geneva accords, on the basis of which tne withdrawal of foreign
forces was effected, coupled with the resolution of the General Assembly adopted by
‘consensus at the forty-third session, continue to provide conditions for peace‘
talks among Afghans with a view to enabling them to decide their own future without»
any foreign interference or intervention. |

A close look at the continuing crisis in Afghanistan‘compels us to make the
following three observationsr |

First, the intransigence of the opposition gronps to enter into a cease-fire
agreement and initiate dialogue among Afghans themselVes,vthe'Government of
Afghanistan included, stands asya najor obstacle to national reconciliation and the

restoration of peace and security ‘to the people of Afghanistan.
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‘Secondly, -the failure of some of tﬁe parties to adhere scrupulousiy tb the
provisions of the Geneva accords is‘a problem that needs to be appropriately
addreésed, éo that the momentum created by the implementation of some of  the
provisions of the accords will not be lost. |

1’Third1y, the guarantors to thé Geneva'accofds, as permanent members of the
$ecurity Councilrénd in viéw of their broad responsibilities in global affairs,
need to re-examine the present failure in the interest of their credibility and
their impbrtant role in the international community.

We do'pot believe recriminations &ould bring change in the already-polarizéd
and deteriorating situation in Afghanistan. As we are considering this question,
it»shohld‘be recognizéd that human lives and property continue to be destroyed

‘while many peoéle.are still compellea to liye in exilé. In light of this, the
minimum the peoplé 6f Afghanistan expect-is the restoration of normalcy to the

country.
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Sincerwe started this debate in the Security Council, despite the divergent
views of the concerned pérties, we have been much encouraged that, given the
politicai will, the problem is not insurmountable. ‘We are also heartened by the
fact that all the parties consider the Geneva Agreements still insttuméntal in
resolving the Afghan problem. The Security Council haé also been informed that the
parties to the accords reject the use of force as a means for the settlement of
diSputes in inter—State.relations. Those are indeed positive elements.

Afghanistan and Pakistan need to build on those positive elements 'in order to
change the present negative situation. 1In that spirit, we call on all the parties
to the Agreements to honour their commitments fully.

Afghanistan and its neighbours stand to gain from peéce. In that respect, the
United Nations and the international community must see to it that the Agreemenﬁs
are observed by the parties. Towards this end, we support the request for the."
strengthening of the United Nations Good Offices Mission in Afghanistan and
Pakistan, inqluding the manning of aaditional border posts on both sides, sovthat
the Mission is enabled sufficiently to assume its responsibilities and help prevent
the further deterioration of the situation.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I thank the representative

of Ethiopia for his kind words addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representative of Viet Nam. I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. NGIYEN DUC HUNG (Viet Nam): I should like at the outset to convey to

you, Comrade President, and to all the other members of the Security Council my
Ambassador's apology for not being able to be here today to make his statement,
owing to the poor state of his health. I shall therefore make the statement on his

behalf at these very important Council meetings.
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i have the honqur to convey to you, Comrade Presideﬁt, my Ambassador's'aqd ny |
own congratulations on your assumption of the presidency of the Secutity Council;'

" The delggation of Viet Nam would like to express its firm confidence that the
Couﬁcil,‘under your skilful and able guidance, will proceed with its work
.sdécéssfully. ‘The Soviet Union, which you represent, ié highly Qalued_fbr its, 
great.cdntributions to the céuse of international peace and security.

My delegation also takes this opportunity to express its appreciation to your
predecessor, Her Excellency Mrs. Absa Claude Diallo, for the outstanding manner in
" which she conducted the Cohncil's business last month.

A year ago, the Geneva accords on Afghanistan were signed after a 1o§g,
arduous and difficult diplomatic process, and we all welcomed the event With
‘ enthusiasm and expectatioﬁs., Since their signing, we have all hoped that a
coﬁp:ehénsive settlement in and around Afghanistan would be achieved, and thét>
peace and good-neighbourliness would bé ensured, thus eventually ending a decade'of‘.
‘tension and confrontation and thereby beginning a new chapter in the relations
‘among'the countriés of the region. 1In strict observance of these Agreements and
with go¢dwill.the Gove;nmen%qu the Republic of Afghanistan has since pursued a
poiicy of national reconciliation and been making every effort for ensuring the
region's peace and security. Likewise, in accordance with the Geneva accordé the
‘Soviet‘Union completed the withdr_awal of iis troobs from ‘Afghanistan on
| 15 February 1989, as scheduled, and it has taken actions to fulfil its
cbmmihnents. All othe;Aprovisibns of the'Geneva accords would have been fulfilled‘
had all the other parties concerned pursued‘the same efforts of gdodwill and |
reséohsibility and refraiﬁed from doing anything that could hamper the sovereignty,
independence;and territorial intggrity of Afghanistan and the peace and security of

the region. Regrettably, that has not been the case.
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It is ﬁost alarming that the recent acts of interference and military
intervention in the internal affairs of the Republic of Afghanistan have aéquired
an ever increased intensification and ever more dangerous ana wider dimensions.’ In
faét, those acts of interference have changed from the imposed undeclared war of
the past 10 years into a war of aggression against that sovereign country. Aiming"
at fanning the flames‘of the armed conflict, opposition extremists, with
encouragement and arms supplies extended from outside, have pushed forﬁard the‘v
fratricidal war in Afghanistan to an ever more grave and fiercer level, againét the
‘aspirations of the Afghan people as.well'as the interests of peace and security in
the region. The recent creation of a so-called interim GoVernment of Afghanistan
in a foreign land is of no legality and only serves to prolong the bloodshed and
increase the complexities of the situation and instability 'in the region. .

At the same time, foreign ter;itory continues to be’used for the military-
training of the opposition groups, for the stbckpiling‘and transfer of weapons and
ammuni tions and as a springboard for interference and aggression against the
Republic of Afghanistan. All those acts run wholly counter to the provisions of
the Geneva accords and must be condemned and put to an end by ail possible and
effective measures.

| Faced with this situation, the Govetnment of the Republic of Afghanistan has
timevand again apﬁealed for a settlement through political means, for national
reconciliation and for strict observance of the Geneva accords. 1In his letter of

10 March 1989 €o the guarantors of the Geneva accords and to the United Nations
Secrétary-General the President of the Republic of Afghanistan has urgéd that every
necessary measure be taken in order to prevent a further‘deteriération of - the

situation. The Soviet Government has also called upon the Secretary~-General and
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the United States to’take effective measures, as a matter of urgency; ﬁo put an end A
to foreign intervention ‘in Afghahistan and thereby implement the Geneva accords in
theit,entirety. Only a political settlement»to the situation’will benefit the
peoples of the region as‘wellras international peace apd sécu;ity. It is
necessary, in this context, to rei;erate General Assembly resolution 43/20, which
. was adopted by consensus, wherebyvthe General Assembly earnestly called for the
.scrupulous respect for and faithful implementation of the Geneva accords by-ali the_

parties concerned, who should fully abide by their letter and spirit.’
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The Vietnamese’peopie, bound to the Afghan‘people,by cloSe relations of
friendship, fully share their grave concern over the recent developments tesulting
from those acts of 1nterference and aggre351on and demand that they be prevented
and stopped forthw1th. At this moment the people and Government of Viet Nam..as
always, extend their fraternal solidarity and whoiefhearted snpport to the peopie‘
and Government of the Republic of Afghanistan in the heroic-defence of their
homeland. We support the appeal made in the 10 March 1989 letter from the
President of the Republie of Afghanistan and the proposals put forward in'the
statement before this Conncil by the Minister‘for Foreign Affairs,
Mr.;Abdul‘wekil. A solution to the domestic issues of Afghanistan can'be achiemed
only through peaceful negotiations among the Afghan opposing groups aimed at
national reconc111ation, the cessation of bloodshed and the establishment of a
broad«based government acceptable to all concerned - as has been proposed by the
Republic of Afghanistan.

It is our hope that these appeals will be met with a constrnctive response
from the parties concernedr It is also our hope that the Council's deliberations,
which the Republic of Afghanistan has called for'with high responsibility.and‘with »
a view to achieving a political settlement;;will result in the Council's taking |

effective measures to fulfil the task entrusted to it - that is, to maintain peace

and security.

The PRES IDENT (interpretation from Russian): I thank the representative
of Viet Nam for the kind words he addressed to me and my countery.
The next speaker is the representative of Comoros. I invite him to take a

place at the Council table and to make his statement.
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- Mr. MdUMIN (Cbmoros): It gives ﬁe great pleasure to express my
delegation's congratulations to you, Sit; oﬁ your assumpfion of the bresidency’of
the Secufity Council for the current month. vaur diplomaﬁic skills and wisdom,‘as
well as the{deep respectAmost of us have for your céuntry's roie in and
contribution £o the solution of many~int¢rnational problems, includihg the questioﬁ
‘under'diSCUSSion, will ensure a successfu; conclusion of the Council}s
deliberations.
Let me also take this opportunity of expressing the profound appreciation of
4my delegation:for the exemplary manner in which Ambassador Absa Claude Diallo of
Senegal guided -the deliberations of the Security Council last month. |
'  Siﬁce this is tne’first time I have addressed the Sechrity Council this year,
I should like to convey my delegation's warm congratulations to the new members of
thé Council and wish them every success in carfying out the important

responsibilities they have assumed.

This debate coincides with the first anniversary of the signing of the Geneva
Agreements on the question of Afghanistan.‘ My delegation is amazéd at the
coincidence. But is it mere coincidence of is there-somethingrmore to it?  That is
a Sl‘million question to which my delegation has not yet been able to get a
convincing answer.

Having said.that, my delegation would like to avail itself of this'opportunity
of the first anniversary of the Geheva Agreements on Afghanistan to commend the
parties to tngm. There can be no doubt that the conclusion of the Agreements
constituted an importént step towards the very-much-desired political solution of
the Afghanistan problem}

After 10 years of persistent demands by the international community for the

withdrawal of foreign forces from Afghanistan, at long last, oh_l4 April 1988,
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under ﬁhe auspices of the United Nations, Agreements Qete concluded‘in Geneva b&_
which the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics agreed to withdraw its forces from
Afghanistan. By 15 Febrgary 1989 the withdrawal had beeh completed.

It is in order for one to state that with the conclusion of the Geneva
Agreements on 14 Apr11 1988 and the completlon of the Sov1et troop withdrawal on
15 February 1989, the external aspects of the Afghanistan situation were
successfully addressed. |

Hence the situation in Afghanistan has changed its statgs; It has ceased to
be a question of foreign aggression and ihterfetence and has become a questies of
an internal struggle by the Afghan peopleifOt'the restoration of‘their national and
human rights - a pusely internal matter which does not come»within‘the amsi; of
,Article 34 and Article 35 (1) of the United Nations Charter. Consequently ﬁy‘
delegation is inclined te support the views of Ambassador Shihabi of Saudi Arabia,
. who rightly stated that the Council's deliberation on this issue
"is a case in which both the plaintiff and the substance of the complainé'lack'
legitimacy and in which competence does not rest with the body ;o which ehe‘ |

complaint is beingvmade?. (S/PV.2853, p. 11)

- My delegation was greatly impressed by the able manner in which the‘Permaneni
Representatlve of the Unlon of Sov1et Socialist Repub11cs presented hlS arguments
‘against Pakistan at the Counc11's 1ast meet1ng. We noted with keen interest that
"all his allegations are based on violations of the Geneva Agreements -‘allegations‘
which I must admit, if proven, must constitute a source of grave congetn to my
delegation. ' However, if tﬁe issue ugder consideration is in-fact nqthing but..
allegations of violatiqns of the Geneva Agreements, thengmy delegation cannotlbut
agree with the representative of Japan's questioning of the approprieteneSS»of this‘

debate.



BCT fot : - S/PV. 2856
29-30

(Mf. Moumin, Comoros)

Surely the‘Genéva Agreements must have‘provisioné thét envisage a mechahism
for the settlement of dispuﬁes arising from the Agreements. Furthérmore it'iéjour‘
uhderstanding that the United Nations Good Offices Mission in Afghaﬁistan and
Pakistan (UNGMAP) has been seized of the matﬁef and is duly condﬁcting a detaileé
investigation. It would therefore be‘prudent for the Counc11 to‘tefrain from
engaging in a discussion thatrmight affect the impartiaiity of UNGOMAP's own
investigation. | |

Manoeuvring to convene the Céuncil fof propaganda putposés‘will not ﬁelé to |
bring the needed peace to war-torn Afghaniétan.

The crux of the matter in tﬁis tragic continuation of thé conflict in
:Aféhanistan is thé consequencé of the continuing deniél ﬁo the Afghan peopie of ‘
their right to self-determination. We believe fhat peace and stability can be |
restored to Afghanistan only with the’esﬁablishmentrof a-broad—baséd‘governméht
acceptable tp the Afghan people. The establishment of such a QOQérnment,vwhich‘ié
the exclusive prerogative of the Afghans themselves, was ackno&lédged in the Geneva
Aqréemehts and in General Assémbly consenéus resolution 43/20,of 3 Noﬁember 1988;
that résolution, inter alia, mandated the Secretary-General to faéilitété the
establishment of a broad-based governmént. | |

| The time has come to heal the grievous woundskinfiicted on Afghanistan. The
Afghan people, who for nearly 10 yeafs have borne incalculable suffering, cannot be
expected to accept a régime that for 10 years have given Ehém nothing but suffeiing
and destrgction. The situation in Afghanistankcan be resolved 6n1y whenia
comprehensive political_settlement in accordance with the wishes of éhe Afghan
nation has been achieved and a broad-based government, fuliy,representative of the

Afghan people,'has been established in that country.
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The PRESIDENT (inté;pretation from Russian): I thank thé representative
of thevComoros for the kind words he addressed to me. |

The next speaker is the representative of Iraq. I’invite him tb take a place
at the Council tableland to make his §tatement.

Mr. SUﬁAIDA (Iraq) (interpretation from Arabic): Allow me ét the outsét
to convey to‘you; Sir,’mj delegation's congratulations on your assumption of the =
presidency of thé Security Council for April. This month always reminds us bf the
great Treaty of friendship concluded 19 years ago, in April, between I;aq and the
Soviet Union. Your rich experience and diplomatic skill éuarantee success in the
Council's work this month.

I should also like to express my delegation's appreciation to
Ambassador Absa Claude ﬁiallo of ftiendly‘Seneéél for the very éfficient and
successful conduct of the business of the Council last month.

When the international cbmmunity is faced with the task of deciding whether a
~ste§ is correct or erroneous, or whethe: a causé is just or otherwise, it must use
the most important yardstiék available to it - that is, the rules of interhational
law, the purposes and principles of the United Nations embodied in its Charter, and
United Nations resolutions, as well as. commitments entered into in accordance Qith
international conventions, foremost among which is the cgmmitment of all to refréin
from the use ér threat of force against the sovereignty, territorial integrity or
political independence éf any State.

Therefore, in addressing the situation in Afghanistan, my delegation wishes to
reaffirm the need to arrive at a peaceful settlement that ensures the independence;,
sovereignty and non-aligned status of that friendly éountry. Any violation of the
sovereignty or independence of any State is a clear breach of the purposes and

principles of the United Nations Charter. -
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Mz, Suméida, Iraaf
Since the beginning of the régrettablé incidents, tne position aéopted;by’lraﬁ
has been consonant with the interests of the Afghan people and'fhe other peoples of
the“region.’ It has always been in harmony with the éositions taken by the
Non—Aligned'Mbvement and_United~Nations tesolutions. Irag has thus ptoceéded frémb
the histqric bonds that link the peoples of Iraq’and Afghanistan énd:othef |
neighbcuring peoples. In all foruﬁs Iraq has consistently supported the
sovereignty, ihdependencé, noh-aligned status and territorial’integrity'of
Aféhanistan as the basic coﬁditions for a peacefui settlement of this‘queétion and
Aindispensablgqto ensuring the Afghah people;s right freely to chooselits form of.
'government and its social, economic and political path free from any fo:eign“
intervention. = |
The sﬁability of the situation in Afgh#nistan is ohé of the Qost'importanti
factors contributing to the stability of‘the whole region and thus to the ;
ptogperity ahd progress of‘its peoples and their ability ﬁo faCevdevelopment<aﬁd
egénOmic problems - all of_whiqh is of benefit to interna#ional peace and security
and the pfomotiqﬁ of ?apprééhement and détente, which now prevaii in internaﬁiohal
'rélaﬁions, particularly in fhe field §f the settlement‘qf‘régional conflicts.
Héving suppérted the Genéva aécords signed'on 14 April laét between the -
concerned parties, we call upon all parties to refrain from any act‘that might
Erehder the problem more compiex or inténse. We c$11~upon all pértie#‘to act in
 acchdance with the resolutions aﬁd pfinciplesqof the Uniﬁed Nations and the
.intétesté of the people of Afghanistan_and the other‘peopleé'of the region and the:
world. |
Thé path of violence'ahd'continuéd conflict cannot lead to a just settlement:
;of thé situation in Afghanistan. 'Proceeding from its faith in the positive

-principles of international relations and good-neighbourliness, Iraq'calls upon thé
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ihternationalkcommunity to encourage all efforts aimed at the achievement of
national reoonoiliation} in Afghanistan in order to save that country and its peopie
from further killings, destruction.and displacement. Undoubtedly, the long years
of war have left a legacy of great tragedy for the people of Afghanistan snd‘
deStruction of its economy and in all areas of life. Like the rest of the peooles
of rhe world, the Afghan people hes a right to dignified iife in an-independeur endd
non-aligned State, end enjoyment of its full sovereiguty and territorial integrity;

Therefore, recalling General Assembly resolution 43/20, adopted unanimously at
the forty—fifth meeting of this session, on‘3 November 1988, my delegation oelieveS‘
that the principles contained therein provide the necessary basis for.all efforts
to end the tragedy affllctlng the fr1end1y people of Afghan1stan. We reirerate ourm
call to all parties to do their utmost to contain the dangers involved in the
situation and to enable the Afghan people to achieve national reconciliation iu an
independeut and non-aligned Afghanistan.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I thank the representative

ovaraq for the kind words he addressed to me,

The next speaker is the representatxve of Bulgaria. I iuvite him to fake a‘
place at the Council table and to make his statement. | |

Mr. STRESOV (Bulgaria): Comrade President, allow me first to

congratulate you on.your assumption of the presidency of the Security Council for
the current mouth’and ro wish you every success in your important work.

May I also express the deep aopreciation’of my deiegation'for the wise andr
highly orofessional way inbwhich Ambassador Absa Claude Diallo of Senegal led the

work of the Coundil as President in the month of March.
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‘The time that has elapéed since the withdrawal of the Soviet troops from
Afghanist;n has clearly shown that the people of'Afghanistanfandbits legitimate
Government are fuliy in a position to defend the’independence; sovereignty and
territorial integrity of the country against attempts to promote a different course

of events by means of war and aggression' from abroad.



S /10 - . . §/PV.2856
36

(Mr. Stresov, Bu;garia)

wa more than ever it is necessary to utilize all opportunities to overcome
Afghanistan' s.intetnal differences through peaceful means. 1In this tespect the
patience, consistency and determination of the Government of‘the'Repnblic of -
Afghanistan in steadil§ putsuing, even in these difficult moments,tits policy of
knational teconciliation shouldbbe weiComed and encouraged. = The tejeotion of:the'
call for an immediate cease-fire as the basis for furthet peaceful steps towards a
‘settlement in the interest of all parties is to be deplored. Illfadvised poiiticalf
manerVres, such as the recent establishment outside Afghanistan of a so-cailed e
interim government - which, not sutptisingly, has failed to gather the full supéort
_even of those itbclaims to represent‘- and attempts to resolve the conflict by'. |
‘foroe can only harm the chances for an early, just and viable settlement. The |
armed eittemists, teqruited, based‘and trained abroad, supplied from abroao anov
,enoouraged by their suoporters in the region and»overseas, are carrying out -a :
further escalation ofitne military conflict. Continuing repotts‘of directlforeign
involvement in the hostilities cannot but give rise to the most serious'conce;n.r

In his detailed‘statement on 11 Bpril, His Excellency Mr. Abdul Wakil,
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republio of Afghanistan, brought to tne'
attention of the Counicil the grave Situation wnich is deveioping as artesult of the .
increasing outside 1ntetference in the internal affairs of his country, a
fullwfleoged Member of the Unxted‘Natlons. The People s Republic of Bulgaria ‘calls
for the immediate cessation of all such interference. These alarming developments
pose a tangible threat to peace and security in the region and the world. fhey
also runvcounter to the Geneva Agreements on Afghanistan of 14'Aoril 1988, We :
welcome the fact that the Republic of Afghanlstan and the Union of SOViet SOCialistr
: Republics are strlctly honour1ng ‘their part of the obllgatxons stemming ftom the
Geneva Ag:eements, and we 1nv1te all the other 51gnator1es to adopt the same

approach without further delay.
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The United Naeibns too has a vital role to play. The Security‘Council should
consider the question before it with the utmost care and reSpehsibility, as it is |
mandated to do under the Charter of the United Nations with regard to matters
involving threats to international peace and security. All Meﬁber States should
endeavour to assist the United Nations in its efforts to ensure the efficient and
successful completion of the mandate of initiatives already under way, in
particular the United Nations Good Offices Mission in Afghanistan and Pakistan
(UNGOMAP), with respect to the implementation of all aspects of the Geneva
Agreements.

We particularly welcome the valuable efforts of the Secretary-General and his
renewed

*commitment to continue to provide all assistance required by the Afghaﬁ

people for the early realization of a comprehensive, political solution in

Afghanistan as called for in Generai Assembly resolution 43/?0".-

(Press Release SG/SM/4286)

We‘support the proposals formulated in the statemeets of the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Aﬁghanisten and the representative of the USSR
concerning possible ways to overcome the present dangerous situation,‘in particular
‘the convening of an international conference on Afghanistan and the meaéutes which
could be undertaken as the first steps leading to ii.

As recently stated b§ the President of the State Council of the People's
Repﬁblic of Bulgaria, Mr. Todor Zhivkov, in a message (S/20588f to His Excellency
Mr. Najibullah, President of the Republic of Afghanistan, my country reiterates its
solidarity with the heroic struggle of the Afghan people and with the consistent
poiicy of the Government of the Repuplic of Afghanistan aimed at halting the 3
'bloodehed and achieving the long-awaited peece on Afghan soil -in an independent,

-non-aligned and neutral Afghanistan,
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'The PRES IDENT (interprétation from Russian): I thank the represenéatiye

of Bulgaria for the kind words he addressed to me.
- The next speaker is the representative of Ahgola. i invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. DIAKENGA SERZ (Angola) (interpretation from French): Allow me first

of all, Sir, to congratulate you warmly on your assumption of the presidency.of-the
Securit§ Council f§r tﬁe month of April. Our two countries enjoy excellent
relationé. od which I need not dwell at 1ength. Your professional qualities[and
wisdom guarantee success in your nobleband difficult tasks,

I take this opportunity also to pay a tribute to your piedecessor,
Her Excellency Mrs. Absa Claude Diallo, Permanent Representative of Senegal to the
United Nations, for the skill with which she guided the Council's work during the
month of March; | |

The alarming and worrisome facts of the situation aroundband within
Afghanistan, which is leading to a new eséalaéion of the conflict in that country,
do not fulfil the hvo'pe' felt by the international cormminity when the Geneva accords
were signed on 14 April 1988.‘

We reg:et‘those facts, which couid ;aise é new obstacle»to settling the Afghan
questibn; We believe nOt’only that the Geneva accofds are a balanced set of
commi tments aécepted by all the parties, but also that ﬁhey take into account the
varying interests of‘the parties. Hence only impleménting those accords can ensure
'the beginning of a genuine dialogue among Afghans and the elimination of the
differences which‘pit Afghanistan against some of its neighbours. nnpleﬁentation
would undoubtedly be -a contribution té the peoples of the whole region. Moreover,
it is demanded by the entire international community, which wishe# the tragedy éf'

the Afghan people to come to an end.
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The Afghan conflict is a human trageay:and the entire internatiénal cbmmunity
must wbrkAto’end it., Wy delegatién considers the stubbornbdisregard of the
| construcgivevproposéls of ﬁhe Afghan Government displayed by the.Afghan opposition»
~as an aftempt’to settle the question by warlike means. Such’ag attempt is in
defiance of the efforts thaf led to the conclusion of the GenevarAgrgeménts, to
- which the United Nations has gi&en its total support. We also believg that Ehe
support being given the Afghan qppbsition bf certain Governﬁents isrputting fo ine
‘possibilities of establishing a lasting peace in that gountry{
There is litile need to_dweil upon the obligations thét devolve upon the
parties to the Geneva Agreements, particularly that of respecting commitmehts
under taken. Indeed, that is the only way to achieve peace and the only way to
sustain the judgement of posterity; The principle of’reépect f§r‘commitments
undertaken represents civilized values in international relations. It is thgrefqre
absdlﬁtely necessary to purspe that course. 1In any eveﬁt, ﬁhe primary condi tion
fof‘méking progress in that ditection is.respect‘for the so§eteignty of.States and
non—-interference in the internal affairs of 6ther parties.
The Security Council, which embodies the international community's;aspirations
with regard to the maintenance of peace and international security, must work to
'bxing all parties to agree to a peaceful‘p:ocess for settling the Afghan question
in order to Séare’the region a further escalation of the war. If the Council fails
to take advantage of the opportunity érovided py the framewofk of the Geneva
Aggeements on the situation in.Afghanistan and if the'Council allows the principle
of the primacy of force to pte§a11 inlfﬁe—Afghan conflict, then international legal
principles, and particulafly‘respect for commitﬁents.in internatiohal relations,
will be jeopatdized. Moreover, such a situation will have negative repercussibns,
aﬁd very serious ones, on the present pqsitive‘trend that has emerged in the search

 for negotiated solutions to other regional conflicts.
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In conclusion, my Government is in full solidarity'wiih the Government and‘the
' people of Afghanistan in their efforts to finé a political‘and peaceful solhtion to
the Afghan éroblem, a solution, obviously, that will take fully into account the
sovereignty of that country. | | |

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I thank the represeritative

of Angola for his kind words addressed to me.
There are no further speakers inscribed on my list for this meeting. The next
meeting of the Security Council to continue consideration of the item on its agenda

will take place on Monday, 24 April 1989, at 10.30 a.m.

The meeting rose at 12.15 p.m.



