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The meeting was called to order at 11.30 a.m.

ADOPTIDN OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.
THE SITUATION IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES -

LETTER DATED 8 FEBRUARY 1989 FROM THE PERMANENT REFRESENTATIVE OF TUNISIA TO
THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED T0 THE PRESIDENT OF THE SEQURITY (DUNCIL (S/20454)

- LETTER DATED 9 FEBRUARY 1989 FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE 7
EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALES TINIAN PEOPLE ADDRESSED '™ THE
. IRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY (OUNCIL (S/20455) '

The PRESIDENT: In accordance with the decisions taken at the previous
meetings on this item, I invi?e the represent;tives of Afghanistan, Bahrain;
Bangladesh, Czechoslovakia, IEmogratic Yemen, Egypt, the German Democfatic
Republic, Indonesia, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Israel, Japan, qudan, Kuwait,
'Lebanon, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Qatar, the Sudan, thev
Syrian Arab Republic, TUnisia,:iurkey, the Ukréinian Soviet SOCialis; Republic,

Yemen and Zimbabwe to take the places reserved for them at the side of the Council

table. T invite the representative of Palestine to take a place at the Council
table.:

At the invitation of the President;'ﬁr. post (Afghanistan), Mr. Al-Shakar

(Bahrain), Mr. Mohiuddin (Bangladesh)! Mr. Zapotocky (CzeChosloﬁakia); Mr.  Al-Alfi

(Democratic Yemen), Mr. Badawi (Byypt); Mr. Zachmann‘(German-Dembcratic Republic),

Mr. Tarmidzi (Indonesia), M:;'Mahallati‘(Islamic'RepubliC'of-Iran),'Mr. Bein

{Israel), Mr. Ragami (Japan), Mr. Salah (Jordan), Mr.'Abulhasan‘(Kuﬁait),

Mr. Fakhoury (Lebanon), Mr. Treiki (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya), Mr. Serrano Caldera

(Nicaragua), Mr. Shah Nawaz (Pakistan), Mr. Al-Nasser (Qatar), Mr. Adam (Sudan),

Mr. Al-Masri (Syrian Arab Republic), Mr. Ghezal (Tunisia), Mr. Aksin (Turkey).,
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Mr. Oudévenko (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic), Mr. Sallam (Yemen) and

Mr. Mudenge (Zimbabwe) took the places reserved for them at the side of the Council

Chamber; Mr. Al-Kidwa (Palestine) took a place at the Council table.

The PRESIDENT: T should like to inform the Council that I have received

letters from the representatives of India, Cuba, the Lao People's Démocrﬁtic‘
_Reéublic, Morocco and Panama in which they request tb be invited to participate in
the diécussion of the item on tﬁe Coungil's agenda. In conformity with thé usual
ptactice,rI propose, with the consent of the Council, to ﬁnvite those
representatives to participate in the discussion, without the right to Vote,Ain
accordancg with the relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the Council's
iprovisional rules of procedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the President,.Mr. Gharekhan (India), Mr. Oramas Oliva

(Cuba), Mr. Kittikhoun (Lao People's Democratic Republic), Mr. Bennouna (Morocco)

and Mr. Ram (Panama) took the places reserved for them at the side of the Council

Chamber.

The PRESIDENT: The Security Council will now resume its consideration of
the item on its agenda.
The first speaker is the representative of India. I invite him to take a

place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. GHARFXKHEAN (India): Mr. President, it gives my delegation particular
pleasure to see you presiding over the deliberations of the Council for this '
monthf We ére proud of the extremely close and friendly relationshipithaﬁiexists,
between your country and mine. For you personally, I have the highest esteem for
your many fine petsonal‘qualities ahd rich skills as a distinguished diplomat. The

adoption by the Security Council of resolution 632 (1989) on Namibia yesterday was
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a tribute as much to the constructive co-operation by all the parties concerned as
to your‘own petSonal étatesmanship ahd éxtremely extrabrdinary qualities. |

I also take this opportunity to express our appreéiation to
Ambassador Isﬁail Razali of ﬁalaysia for the outétanding manner in which he
conducted the Council's business last month. |

On Friday last, the Council listenedbto the'deepiy disturbing adcount of the
consequences of Israeli policies in the occupied Palestinian territory:
50,000 injﬁred, 30,000 arrested, 4,500 detainees, 49 deportations and, above‘ail,
nearly 500 dead. | | | |

Theré comes that unique moment in the history of a peoplevwhen, resurdent and
determined, they are prepared to pay any price to throw off their shéckles and‘
reach oﬁt for liberty and freedom. Thatvmoment is now for the Paléstinians. Their
dead are their martyrs, a tribute to their cause and an inspiration for pbsterity.

The'intifadah will soon enter its fifteenth month. During_this period, its
voice has reverberated throughout the world. 1Its rami fications have been
staggering. In West Asia, it has shattered many illusions, wroughtvchanges
unthinkable'oﬁly a short wﬁile ago. Fot.the people it répresen;s, there is no
going back. There is no place for the status quo.

At its Algiers session last Névember thé Palestine National Council declared
the independencé of the State of Paleétine,bcommitted - in its words - to ﬁhe
*"purposes ‘and principles of the'Uniged Nations, to the Universai'ueclaration of

Human Rights and to the poliéies and principles of non-alignment".
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Until today, 94 countries have recognized the State of Palestine, and aimost

all the rest remain comﬁitted to the Palestinian cause. The near-unanimous

decision of the General Assembly last November, in the background of the
circumétances at the time, to consider the question of Palestine in Geneva, was an
unequivocal political statement of this commitment. Chairman Arafat's statement’ to
the General Aséembly was one of courage anq foresight, a singularly important
contribution that saw a historic development in the Palestinian issue. The
initiation of a dialoque between the Palestine Libetation Organization and the
United States»is a positive step. The intefnational commﬁnity récognizes that a
unique opportunity now exists finally to move towards a negotiated settlement of
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and bring lasting and comprehensive peace to a
strategic and troubled part of the world.

The Security Council has repeatedly called upon Israel to respect its
obligations under tﬁe Fourth Geneva Convenﬁion in the occupied territory. The
Council cannot ignore Israel's blatant disregard of its 6wn resolutions.

The Council can and must db more. Only a comprehensive and just settlement of
the Palesfinian-xsraeli conflict can bring durabie peace to the région. _We expect
the Council actively to pufsue putting together a credible peace process that would
address the fundamental issues involved: ‘the realization by the Palestinian people
of £heir inalienable right to self-determination and the recognition that all
States in the region, including the State of Palestine, Israel and other
neighbours, have the right to live inﬁpeace and secufity within internationally
reéognized borders. 2an international peace conferencé on the Middle East with the
full and equal participation of Palestine, offers the most practical framework for
such a‘peace process. Given thé nature of the conflict and the differing

perceptions of States in the region, it is the international community at large
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that can best_proVide the guérantées for §ustainab1e peace for‘all the parties
conderned.k | |

The national movement of the Palestinian‘peopie began'decades‘ago. They habé;
struggled against immeasurable odds to attaih'their goal of an independent
homelahd. Today, their resistance is at its'mdst'intense, their spirit at its most
indomitable and their‘wiil at its most determined..

'fhey.have been equaliy‘dourageous in the search for a negotiated setﬁlement.
They have been flexible and far-sighted. 'In Geneva Chairman Arafat called for a
spirit of toletance. There is compelling need for statesmanéhip and coufage at the
highest lévels for peéce to be ushered in in the Middle EaSt. We must grasp this

historic opportunity.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of India for his kind words
and friendly sentiments addressed to me and to my country.
The next speaker is the representative of Morocco. I invite him to take a

place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. BENNOUNA (Morocco) (interpretation from French): Sir, I am
parﬁicularly pleased to congratulate you on behalf of the delegation df Mordcco on
your assumption of the predidency of the Council. Your persodal qualities, your
competence and outstanding kindness, which are known and valued by all yqur
colleagues, are thé best earnest of good progress in the wdrk of the éouncil this
month. I am proud of the excellent relations our two countriesvhave always had
throughout history.

Allow me aiso to pay a tribute to the Ambassador of Malaysia,
Mr. Ismail Razali, for the efficienCy and great skill with which he gquided the work

of the Council in January.
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The seriousness“of the situation in the Palestinian territories under Israeli
occupation needs no further exp‘lanation._ Every smgle day the medla report on the
brutal actions of the Israeli authorities and army, not to mention the number of
" those killed and wounded and the numbervof houses destroyed. The representative of

Palestine last week stressed before the Council the intelerable number of such
brutal acts since the launching of the‘glorious intifadah in_December 1987: hearly
500 dead, 50,000 wounded and 30,000 faiestinian prisoners.

An entire people - in particular the generation of children'bots‘undet the.
occupation - is determihedforéefully to proclaim its right to dignity and to the |
most elementary human rights, including the right to an independent motherland on
its own soil. The Palestinian people has the inner strength of the legitimacy of
its resistance to oppressien. The Palestinian people is confronting the occupying
Power with bare hands. Its sole ﬁeapon is that same soil of Palestine, which is
its reason for existence and its only hope.b

Is it concelvable that the inhuman Israe11 practlces are contlnulng now,rat
the end of the twentieth century, desplte the repeated appeals of the international
community and the demands addressed.to Israel by the Security Council - in
particular in its resolutions 607 (1988) and 608 (1988), adopted more than a year

~ago - that it fully abide by the Fourth Geneva Conventioh Relative to the
lProtection of Civilian Persens in Time of War ané proceed to make a firm commitment
to e comprehensive, lasting settlement of the question? Can it be acceptable that
an entire people has been gagged and ignored for more than’four decades - when we
have just ceiebrated the fortieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights?
Unfortunately, we are obliged to note that since the beginning of this year we

have been witnessing a resurgence of acts of repression and increasing
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sophistication of the methqu‘of the occupying Pcwef, whiéh‘héve become ever more
brutal and bioody;  What are called.rubber Bullets_até in fact covered steél balls,
and they mow down children of a tgnder age; what is called tear gas in fact cguséS'
loss of consciousness and injuries that are often very serious.,

This is an absurd escalation of ﬁeasures that have no effect'on‘thé moréle of
youth dedicated to affirmation of‘its‘idenﬁiﬁy‘ahd the identity of its nation and
‘culture. Reassuring thetorid’from the occupying authorities can no longef'decelve
ihgernational pﬁblic‘opinion or even Israeli public opinion. The most teéent'
report of the United States Deﬁ:a_rtment of State on the s‘itua_l.tioAn ;egérding human

rights is‘extrémely instructive in this regard.
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The tireless efforts of the Secretary General his successive reports on the
vsituation in the occupied Palestinian territories, and the continuous action of the
~_Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, and
its Chairman Mrs. Diallo of Senegal, have greatly contributed to bringing the truthp
‘to light and showing the way to peace. I should like to take this opportunity to
pay them a sincere tribute. |

on 15 November 1988 the Palestine'ﬂational Council adopted'historic decisions
'proclaiming the State of Palestine and accepting Security Council resolutions
242 (1967) and 338 (1973) as a basis - along with respect for the national rights

of the Palestinian people -~ for the convening of an international peace conferen?e
with the participation of»tne'permanent members'of the Security Council and all the
_ parties concerned, including, of course, the Palestine-Liberation Organization'
(PLO), on an equal footing. At that time’we thought that the moderation, sense of
responsibiiity and'tolerance demonstrated by the Paiestinian leaders and made clear
.in ourvbrother Yasser Arafat's-statement before the General Assenmbly in Geneva on
13 December 1988 would open the way to a new era of matual respect in that battered
region of the Middle East. But the other side had to take the hand extended to it
by the Palestinians and demonstrate realism and a vision of the future by
committing itself to building relations of peace and good-neighbourliness in the
’Middle”East," A_ »i o

My delegation is not participating in this debate to pour oil on the fire or
_to inflame passions. We have come'here, as is our custom, in a constructive spirit
to make our modest contribution and to lend our full support to efforts to

'establish a just and lasting peace in the Middle East in the interest of all
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the concefned peoples; ’It was in that spirit that the Kingdom of Morocco welcomed
the initiative of the Paleetine National Council of 15 November 1988 and the new
dynamic for peace it launched. | |

Similarly, we are gratified at the American-Palestinian‘dialogue that began on

13 Deceﬁber 1988, which»marks an imbortant aﬁd.encouraging Step in the bringing

together‘of points of view in the context of convening an intetnationél,peace,
conferenoe under the ausbices of the United Nations. |

In these difficult times, when an entire people, the Paleetinian people;
stands défeﬁceleés'against forces of repression, the Security Cooncil must
demonstrate determ1nat1on to meet its respon51b1lit1es ooncernlng the ma intenance
of international peace and security. That is the only way to compel the occupylng
Power to respect the fundamental r1ghts of the human petson in the occupled
Palestinian territories. At the same time it is vitally necessary to explore all
possibilities and to call for goodwill on all sides in the convening of the

International Peace Conference, under the auspices of the. United Nations.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Morocco for his kind words
addressed to me.

Mr. NOQJEIRA-BATISTA (Brazil): It gives me great satisfaction,

personally and as Permanent Represen;ative’of Brazil, to see you, Sif,vpresiding
over our deliberatioos in the Secutity Codncilgv'This has not been an easy month,
You have already shown very remarkable skllls in handl1ng with success very
difficult questions, maklng 1t possible for us to agree unanimously on a landmark
resolution regarding the implementation of the independence of Namibia.. Ivom
persuaded that“uﬁder your able guidanoe we stand a good’chance of dealing
effectiveiy with another-very,important issue on our agenda for this month, the

situation in the occupied Arab territories.
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i also wish to.éongratuiate your predecessor, the ?epresentagive of Malaysia,
for the way he fulfilled 4his ;esponsibilities as our President dufing the month of
Januety.

The situation‘in the occupied territories has always been a matteriof setieus
‘eoncern for the inte:natienal community. The worlad hes been particularly shocked‘b
gt reports of repressive measures adopted by Israel, the occupying Power, in its
attempts to take control of events in Gaza and in the West Bank. We are seized now
with indications of renewed and clearly excessive measuresvtakeﬁ by Israel to quell
the ménifestations of revolt by the Palestinian people against more than 20 long
years of unlawful occupation of their territories.

,The'disp:oportibnate apd morally condemnable repressive measures adopted by
the Israeli'forces since the beginning of the intifadah have undeniably been proved
unable to stop the‘unrest.' On the coﬁtrary they seem to have been_fuelling the
vicious cycle of violence 'in the aree, giving rise to reports in whicﬁ several
instances of grave violations of human rights have been identified. As my
delegaﬁion has steted previously, that seems to confirm once more that such:a kipd
of popular rebellion, stemming from legitimate aspiratibns, may be temporarily
weakeped but never completely suppressed by resort to force. Ancient and modern-
rhistory are rich in examples of such unsuccessful policies.

.-The_Palestinian uprising certainly brought ; renewed awareness of the needrof
a politi.calsettlen_\ent‘for thePalestinian question. More recently, in the paé.t
three mon;hé the world has witnessed impertant and poSitive developments in this
regard which we‘hope wili make it possible to accelerate the peace process in the .
Middle East, the coreiofrwhich is the question of Palestine.
The Brazilian Government remains persuaded that a peaceful, just ‘and lasting

settlement of the question of Palestine should be sought on the basis of the
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principles of the Charter and of relevant United Nations resolutions, in particular
Security Council resolutions 242 (1567) and 338 (1973), obsetving the following
guidelines:A the complete withdrawal of the Israeli forces from all Arab
territories occupied since 1967, the recognition of the right of all States in the
region to exist in security within internationally recognized borders and the
participation of the Palestinian people, through the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PIO), their legitimate representative, in any negotiation regarding
their future. We afe convinced that, as foreseen in General Assembly

resolution 43/176 of 15 December 1988, the convening of an international peace
conference on the Middle East, under the auspices of the United Nations, with the
participation of all the involved and interested parties, offers, to that end, the
best prospects for success.

The mest urgent and immediate task to which the Security Council sheuld now
address itself.seems to us to be that of ensuring the co-operation of the Israeli
authorities in refraining from acts of repteseion, which are widely acknowledged to
be blatant violations of human rights,in the occupied_tetritories. In that regard
we continue to believe that Israel must accept the ae_jute applicability of the
1949 Geneve Convention Reletive to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War and be made to act, in all circumstances, in accordance with its obligations as
an occupying Power ané a party to that Convention. The Council should, moreover;
take‘a fresh look at the pertinent suggestions made by the Secretary-—-General in his
report of January 1988 (S5/19443), with a view to guaranteeing the protection of the

civilian population in the territories.
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It is to be expected that the Council will be able to take action on the
matter before us, arriving at agreed recommendations which will, at a minimum,
safequard in the immediate future respect for the human rights of the Palestinian

people and, by so doing, alleviate their terrible plight.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Brazil for his kind words

éddressed to me.

Mr. BEIONOQ@V (Union of Soviet SOcialiét Republicsi (in’terpretaﬁion from
Russian): I should like to seiie this opportunity.to congratulate you, Sir, on
your assumption of the responsible posf of Presidenﬁ of the Security Council and to
express my confidence that your extensive experience, diplomatic taleﬁts and other
dreat personal éualities will enable you effectively to guide the work of the
Council.

I should also like to express our gratitude to four predecessor, the Permanent
Repreéentative of Malaysia to the United ﬁations, Ambassador Razali, for his
outstanding p:ofessionalism and the skilled guidance with whichihe conducted the
business of the Council last month.

The question of the situation in the occupied Palestinian territories has been
on the agenda of the Securitnyouncil for years. That has been,iﬁevitable since
virtually every daf there have been alarming reports of éver more repressive acts
by Israel directed against the population of the West Bank and Gaza., As reporﬁed
in the letter of tﬁe AlternaterPermanent Observer Chargé d'affaires ad interim of
the Permanent Observer Mission of Palestine to the United Nations, daﬁed
7 Febtuary 1989, since‘Decembet 1988 alone 55 Palestinians were killed and at least
500 persons'injured. The representatives of Arab and non—alignéd countries who
have spokén hefe have cited a great number of statistical ahd other data

comprehens ively describing the policy of terror and repression of Israel in the
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occupied territories and many examples of the inhuman treatment of the local
population - the use against the population of such weapons as plastic and rubber
bullets and tear gas, and mass beatings, deliberate mutilations, the destruction of
houses, arbitrary arrests, deportations and other methods in order to put an end at
any price to the upr151ng of the Palestinians on the West Bank and in Gaza. A

This uprising, ‘which is now in its second year, will doubtless go down in the
history of the Middle East and in world history as an impressive demonstration of
the strength of will and strength of the spirit of the Palestinian people and of_
its determination to put an end to‘more than 20 years of occupation. }Who can deny
the moral, political and legal justification for this uprising, the aspirations of"'
the Palestinians finally to achieve their elementary human rights,and their own
State in accordance with the decisions of the United Nations? The heroism and
selflessness shown by the Palestinian people during the intifadah cannot fail to
arouse on the.part of the world community a feeling of admiration, respect and
solidarity. We are convinced that the just cause of the Palestinian people will
triumph. .

But theISoviet people, like the entire world community, is firmly opposedito
having that victory paid for with the blood of the Palestinians and with an ever
greater number of yictims.' The report of the Special Committee to lnvestigate
‘Israeli Practices.Affecting the Human'Rights of the Population-of the Occupied‘
‘Territories characterizes the present stage in the development of the situation as
'a level of violence and repressions never reached before in the course of the

21 years of occupation' (A/43/694, para. 610). Of particular oonCern is the fact

that the present stage of escalation of that policy of violence and repression is
occuring during a period when for the first time in many years real prospects have

emerged for achieving a comprehensive settlement in the Middle East. The decisions
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adopted at the session oflthe Palestine National Council in Algiers made a serious
contribution tobestahlishing favoutable conditions for the taking of real‘measures
towards a settlement. The statement made by the re?resentative of the EXecutive :
VCommittee of the Palestine Liberation Organization (Puai, Yasser Arafat,.at‘the
'forty-thitd session of “the United Nations General Assembly in Geneva emphasxzes
that real opportun1t1es exist for beginning the peace process. Having clearly
stated his readiness to enter into negot1at1ons w1th Israel in the context of an
international conference, the PLO has once again shown that it is a serious and
. authotltative partner in peaceful negotiationsg |

The Soviet Union looks with favour upon~the,resu1ts of the Algiets forum and
suppo;ts the decision of the Palestine Mational Council regarding the fbrmatiOn of
a Palestinian State within the context of a comptehenslve Middle East settlement.

The Soviet Union condemns the policy of tertor, violence and repression
carried out hy Israel against the Arab population of the occupied territofies; The
stubborn refusal of Tel Aviv to reject obsolete methods of a pollcy of force and to
tecognize that the Palest1n1an people, like the Israe11 people, has the” r1ght -
itself to determine its fate is seriously hamperlng the efforts of the
international communlty to achieve a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the
Middle East through the convening of»an inte:national conference.

The Security Council cannot and mnst not remain indifferent to acts of
lawlessness which are_systematically petpettated by the occupying Power in the Arab
_ lands. The .Soviet Union believes that theepossibility for a solution to the
existing conflict is determined to a gteat extent, if not first and foiemost( by'
recognition:of the bfinciple of freedom of choice. As stated by the General

Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Patty of the Soviet Union,



BES /edd | S/PV. 2849
| 19-20

(Mr. Belonogov, USSR)

President of the Presidium 6f the Supreme Soviet 6f the Union of‘SOViet Socialist
Republics, Mikhail Gorbachev, at the forty—third session of the United Nations

General Assembly : 'Fréedom of choice is a universal principle‘that>9hould allow of

no exceptions” (A/43/PV.72, p. 11).
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He emphasized that
"If we assert ... our adherence to freedom of choice, then there is no room
for the view that some live on Earth by virtue of divine will, while others.

are here quite,by chance" (ibid., p. 12).

We are convinced that the Middle.East conflict is one of those‘where a»recognition
of the freedom of choice of all parties 1sva most important coudition for the
achievement‘of a comprehensive solution. |

The,representatives of Israel often say their goal is to ensnre peace for the
people of Israel and to achieve conditions for secure existence. We need not»argue
the obvious truth that evety people needs peace. But can peace for the people of
fIsrae;fbe built upon violence against the peoples of neighbouring countries? Have :
not 40 years of the‘ekistenoe of Israel proﬁen that such a path leads to a dead
end, and that it does not strengthen but rather undermines the basis for the
establishment of genuine security for the State of Israel?

In our times, can Israel's security really be gdarantéed by reliance on foroe;
on the military fist, and on-retaining occupied territories as buffer ;ones to
insulate TEl Aviv from the Arab world? The faots say no. Genuine peace can be
brought to the people of Israel only thtough a policy of good-neighbourlxness |
towards other peoples and rejection of attempts to retain the territorles of other
‘peoples through violence. |

The General Assembly's adoption at its forty-third session of its ;esolution
43/176 was a reflection of broad international‘sgreement in favour of a
comprehensive settlementnthrough convening a conference on the Middle East and of a
serious determinetion”to*seek mutually acceptable and balanced solutions. That
resolution containedra call for the convening of therInternational Peace Conference . -
on the Middle East, under the auspices of the United Nations, with the

participation of all parties to the‘conflict, including the Palestine Liberation

..ot

N\
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Organization arid the fivebpérmanent mémbers of the Security Council, on the basié
of Security Council resolutions 242 (19675 and 338 (1973) and the legitimate
national rights of the Palestinianvpeopie, primarily its right to
self—dete:mination. Particﬁlatly significant'froﬁ the point of viewvof_initiating
the settlement ptocess.is the request that the Security Council consider measares
needed to convene the Internaﬁional Peace Conference on the Middle East, including
thg beginning of preparatory work.

| An international conference on the Middle East, as a universal mechanism for
defusing ;he Arab-Israeli conflict, will permit the implementation of the principle
of ensuring the balance of interests of all sides thtoﬁgh the realization of the
‘ Palestinian peop}e‘svright to self -determination to the same degree it is ensured
for theApeople of Israel, the return to the Arabs of their occupied lands on the

basis of resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), and guaranteeing all péoples and

States of the Middle East the apportunity to live in conditions of peace and

security. . | A
The members of the Security Council, enﬁ?usted by the United Nations Charter

with a special résponsibility for ihe maintenance of international peace and

security, must displéy.the necessary political will and make use of the present .

unique opportunity to begin carrying out the process for a Middle East settlement.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics for the kind words he'addfessed to me.

Sir Crispin TIKELL (United Kingdom): This is'my‘first opportunity this
‘month to speak in ;he Council in é formal meeting, Sir, and I should.like to begin,
as is only right,‘by thanking yodr predecessor for his conspicuous and successful
efforts as Presidénﬁ of the Council in January and 1ikewisé to convey our warm
thanks to you for‘your work so far in a memorable month for the United Natiohs. I

think we may describe it as a new jewel in the crown of the Kingdom of Nepal.
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Almost 14 months‘ago, this Council made clear its view of,the situation in.
those territories occupied by Israel since 1567. Indresolution”soé (l988), the
Council expressed‘grave concern at the deteriorating situation. It considered that
Iesraeli policies and practices in‘the territories were bound to have graveA
consequences for efforts to achieve a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the g
region. And the COuncil strongly deplored those policies and practices. It |
reaffirmed that the Fourth Geneva Convention applied to the territories and called
once again upon Israel to abide by it. It called for maximum restraint and
stressed‘the_urgent need for a just;,durable‘and peaceful settlement of the
conflict. | R | |

Since that time, 14.months ago, we have witnessed further deterioration of the
situation in those territories, with tragicvresults known to the whole‘world.' The
Council has not changed its view either of the grauity of the sitnation or of.
Israel's obligations as the occupying Power. The policy of represSion in response -
to the movement of protest which began on 9 December 1987 has drawn widespread
'censure. I am not referring only to the almost daily incidents in which unarmed
c1v11ians, many of them young people, are either killed or seriously wounded by
troops using firearms to end demonstrations- Of course,»these may some times have -
been due to the indiscipline of the troops concerned.

I am thinking more of the guidelines issued to troops by the Israe11
authorities. Thus the beating of civilians has received official approval;bthere
have been such collective and arbitrary punishuents as the demolition of houses and '
the destruction of crops; and Palestinians have suffered numerous forms of eoonomic
and administrative harassment. Nor‘can we ignore the violent actions taken against

Palestinians by Israeli citizens illegally settled in the occupied territories.
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Thus the human cost is already great in terms of lives, injuries and material
destruction, and in the grief of countless fémilies. But its moral cost to a
society founded upon humane and democratic ideals maf be just as great. increasing
numbers of people in Israel, and among the supporters of Israel elsewhére in Ehe
world, are becominé péinfully aware of the wrongs being done in the occupied
tertiharies.'iThat éwarenéss has not so far led to any changés in the policy of _
repression. ,Indeed, far from getting better; the casualty lists in recent weeks
indicate that tactics on the spot have become more harsh.

Thesg events, brought about by a cycle 6f violence and counter-violence, have
drawn new attention to the fundamental problems underlying the conflict. The
Council's resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973)»remain unfulfilled. There has been
little proéress towards giving them effect. However events are explaineé or
interpreted, the Israeli Government still continuestto occupy tercitories which are
not part of Israel. The ultimate solution to the problem, to bevtésolved at an
internationai conference; will have to take account of the right of the
Palestinians to self-detefmination. In the meantime the military occupatioﬁ of the
territories lays heavy résponsibility on Israél in_;erms of international law.

My Government's views on this subject have been expreésed many times. We look
to the Israeli Government to abide fully by its oSligationsvhndef the Fourth Geneva
Convention, including thé obligation undér Article-27 which requirés'it to treat
the popﬁlation of the occupied territories humanely at éll times. We do not accept
that the need to maintain iaw and order should be used as a pretéxt to override the

specific and unambiguous obligations placed upon the occupying Power under the

terms of the Convention.
Earlier speakers in this débate have pointed the way towards a possible

resolution of the conflict. Like them, I was struck by the intervention of the



JB /12 ) 5/PV. 2849
' - 27

(Sir Crispin Tickell,
"United Kingdom)

Permanent Representative of Senegal, in her capacity»as Chairman of the Committee
on the Inalienable Rights of the Paleétinian people. Shé then said to ué:
"We appeal to all members of the Secﬁtity'cduncil to make a positive
contribution to establishing a policy of dialogue émongrall the patéies ten
v"It is obvioﬁs that the problem cannot be resolved without an

international political settlement that will take into account all the aspects

of the question and meet the concerﬁs of all the parties.,"™ (S/PV.2845, p. 38)

That is exactly the position of my éwn Government and, I believe, the position
of every member of the Council. It is ﬁoﬁ,the first time that the Chairman of the
Committee has spoken in- this fashion.‘\But in some quarters these words have been
; ignored or lightly dismissed. |

I listened with attention to the worﬁs ofvthe Acting Permanent Representative
of Israel when he'addréssedbthe Council on 10 February. He»spoke of his
Government's constant desire for peace and dialogue; He expressed regret at the
falestinian_casualties in the current violence. He also drew attention to
casualties among Israelis, including civilians. And I think it should go without
saying‘that wé regret violence by whomever caused, and from whaﬁever quarter..
- The Israeli Acting Permanent Representative also spoke of the need for a
political solution. No agreement has yet been reached on what form ;hat'solution
might take. But at least the need for it is tecogni?ed by all coné;rﬁed._ The'
Council has responsibilities in this matter that go back to the firsﬁ days of the
ﬁnited Natioﬁs. Its members stand ready to give all the help they can. The year
1989 provides opportunities for progress which havg not existed for many years. It

would be tragic if they were not taken.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the United Kingdom for his

kind and poetic words addressed to me.
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‘Mr. LI Luye (China)'(intetoretation from Chinese): Please allow ne to
congtatulate you, siti”thefprominent_tepresentative of China's friendly neighbour,
Nepal, on your assumption of the.presidency_of the Security Council for the month
of February. There exists between China and Nepal andvthei: two peoples a
_traditional and time-honoured telationship of close friendship, which has also
found expression in the working relations between our two missions to the United
Nations. You may rest assured_that, in implementing your noole mission in‘the
Security Council, you willyreceive the sincere co-operation of the Chinese
delegation..lI am oonyinced;tnat the work of the Security‘Council during this month
will benetit from your calm, prudent and skilful leadership: indeed it alteadylb
has. T should also like to thank Ambassador Ismail'Razali of Malaysia for his
successful performance'in completing the Council's heavy work of last month.

The uorising against Israeli military occupation and‘tule in the‘0ccupied
Palestinian territories of the West Bank and Gaza,nas entered its fifteenth month.
The Palestinian people, in waging an indomitable struggle for their basis right to
existence and their 1na11enable national rights, have paid a high price in blood
_ and life, thus winning extensive sympathy and support from the international

community.

However, in open defiance of strong international opposition, the israeli
occupying authorities have continued to impose collective punishment onithe
Vdemonsttating masses through argests, beatings and the destructiOn of houses and
properties. At the same time they have intensified the suppressive measures by
ordering armed soldiers to shoot demonstrators and hutt innocent civilians with
so-called plastic-bullets,.whichkcontain metal balls, thus causing sasualties.to ‘
tise drastically among the Palestinian population, and among its youth and children
rin particular. The basic human rights of the Palestinian people are being

subjected to more brutal violations, and its predicament has gone from bad to worse.
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This tragic development has Caused increasingly grave concern among, and
extensive condemnatién by, the international community. Even the Israeli soldiers
iinvolved in the suppression of the Palestinian people “feel humiliated™ by the V
job. Some senior Israeli officials have also criticized the Israeli army's abuse
of force. The Israeli authorities bear an unshirkable responsibility for the rapid
deteriotation of the situation in the occupied territories. The Chinese delegation
supports the éecurity Council in its consideratiﬁn of the situation and hopes that
the Council will respond resolutely and take effective measures to prevent the
situation from deteriorating further.

Since the end of 1987 the Secﬁrity Couhéil has on many occasions‘adopted
resolgtions reiterating that the 1949 Fourth Geneva Convention Relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time oflwar is applicable to Palestinian and ©°
other Arab territbries, including Jerusalem, under Israeli occupation siﬁcéhi§67,
and demanding that Israel, the occupying Powet, strictly abide by the Conventién.

Those resintions‘réflect the common aspiration and echo the voice of the
internationgl community. Instead of turning a deaf ear to the call for reason,
Israel should make an appropriate response. The Israélivauthoritiés are duty-bound
to comply with the relevant Security Council resolutions, implemeﬁt the Fourth
Geneva Convention aﬁd assure the Palestinians of their basic right to ex(istenc'e and

life.
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The struggle of the Palestinian people for the restoration of thei:‘nationall
rights is a just cause. The history and reality of this struggle'haue proved that
the'attempt of the Israeli authorities to put down this Jjust cause with military
force will not prevailt On the contrary, it will only arouse even stronger
resistance by the Palestinian people and land Israel in even greatet isolation’
before world opinion,

The fundamental ﬁay to end the suffetings of the Palestinian people-lies‘in a
comprehensive, just, lasting and peaceful settiement of the Middie East question,
including its core issue - the question of Palestine. More and more countries have
advocated ‘settlement of this question through an international conference under the
auspices of the United Nations. At present»the main obstacle to the Middle East
peace;ptocess temains the Israeli authorities' et:oneous Middie East_POlicY and :
their rigid stand of refusing to tecognize the PLO and endorse the Middle East

international conference. It is our hope that the Israeli authorities will; in
conformity with the world trend of political settlement of regional conflicts,
Judge the hour and Bize up- the situation, give up their blind faith in force, tr;
not to evade such substantive issues asrreturnlng the land 111egally occupied by
force and recognizxng the Palestinian people’ s right to self-determination, and
take a position compatible,with that of the international community. This will

benefit peace and stability in the»Middle'East regioh‘and‘in the world at 1arge.

The PRESIDENT: ‘I thank the Permanent Representative of China for his

kind words and friendly sentiments addressed to me and to ny country.

Mr. TORNUDD (Finland): First of all I wish to join ptevious speakers in
congratulating you, Sir; on your assumption of the presidency of the Security
Council for theimonth of February. We have already seen how conscientiously‘and

successfully you have been able to conduct the work of the Council and we are sure



JW /13 _ : ' - 'S/PV. 2849
' 32

(Mr.»Tbrnudd;vfinland)

that the remaining tasks during this month will be handled with the same skill and
sense ofvdnty. | | | SR

At the same time I wishrto thank once more Ambassador Razali of Malaysia for
the able and patient manner in which he guided the work of the Council during the
previous month of January. | | \
| The right to rise against oocupation has been used as an unquestioned
starting-point by most of the previous speakers in our debate. Indeed, the
preamble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights speaks of rebellion as a 1ast
resort against oppression, and it has proved to be a fact of life that people rise
in rebellion when their political rights are long denied. |

Einland does not,condone the use of violence in any form as a means ofrsolving'

political problems. We regard violence and terror from any_side as unacceptable.
both Israelis and Palestinians have a common interest in seeing that incentives to
resorting to violence are completely removed. Alreadv before the occupation itself
has come»to an end - as'itvnnst - mich could be done. For its part, the Security
Council has’pointed.the way in its‘reSOlutions'GOS (1987), 607 (1983) and

608 (1988). Even during occupation, the Palestinian popnlationishonldvbe ableito'
enjov its human‘rights and the protection to‘which it is entitledlunder
international‘law. We therefore urge Israel to respect its legal obligations as an
’occupying Power in accordance with the Fourth Geneva Convention and strictly
respect thevhuman rights of the*Palestinians.

In order to break the vicious circle of v101ence, positive steps must be
taken, first and foremost by the occupying Power. It‘is manifestly not‘possible‘to
regard the vhole problem'simply as one of riot control. Theiuprising is a strong
expression of political will by the Palestinians, who wish to exercise theirﬁright

to national self«determination after living under occupation for more than 20 years
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without any political prospects. Under these circumstances, the excessive measures
imposed not only on participants in the Palestinian uprising but also on their
families tend to undermine further what should become a basis for mitual’ confidence
and a negotiated and lasting peace settlement in the area.

. The Government of Finland has been encouraged by the recent developments
towards a mutually acceptable basis for a Middle East settlement as well as by the
opening of new channels'for dialoguer_ We have also been encouraged by ‘the
seriousness of'purpose with which the urgent need for negotiations and.peaceful
settlement has been stressed during our dehate in the Security Couneili

we weloome the intention expressed by Israel in this debate to build
.confidence and to seek dialogue. However, we believe that too little is done and
too slowlg. Day by day the situation grows more dangerous and intolerable. 'It
seems to us that the situation now requires more resolute action than merely the
gradual application of confidence—building measures., Moreover, such action is .
_required not only from the parties, but also from the whole international
community, including the Security Council and the Secretary-General of the United
Nations.r We follow with keen interestvthe steps taken by the Secretary—General in
‘order‘to clarify positions—regarding the Middle East and to pave the way outbof the
presentisituation.

We have stated_on several occasions.that mutual recognition of thevrights.of
'Israel, on the one hand, and of the Palestinians, on the other, constitutes a
pre-condition for negotiations leading to a settlement of the Arab—Israeli
‘conflict. An international peace conference seems to be the most suitable form forv
" the necessary negotiations. whateveriprecise negotiating procedures the parties

may choose, it remains essential that the Palestine Liberation Organization (PIO)
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be t‘eéresénted in the"negotia_tions_ whé;e’ the future of thé_PaleéEinians is
determined, as the Paiestinian 'popuZ_Lation very largely ideritifie‘s vitself» with the
PIO. | | | |

The present poiitical environment offers new opportunities for a “ias,ting peace .
in the Middle f::ast. It is an urgent task for the international éommun‘ity to |
a'cceleréte. the procéss vtowa.tds a just,,dufablé and peadeful settlém'ent. Meanwhile,
_ there is a wéy to orderly conditions of life in éhe occupied territories - full_

application of human rights for the Palestinians..

The PRESIDENT: I thank the Permanent Representative of Finland for his
kind words addressed to me.
The next speak'ef is the representati_ve of ‘Cuba. I invite him to i:ake a .place '

at the Council table and to make his'ﬂs‘tat.ement.
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‘Mr., ORMMAS OLIVA (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): Mr. President, my

.delegation‘is extremely plgased to see you guiding tﬁe work of the Security Council
‘during this month because your sqund judgement, experience and fair-mindedness Are
especially reassuring for everyone at a time when this important body is involved
in the adoption of historic decisions in respect of Namibia.

We would alsO‘life to convey out‘gratitude:tvambassador Ismail Razali, the
representative of Malaysia, for the efficient and extremely wor thy manner in which
he performed his duties as President last month.

Once again the Council has been coﬁvened to consider ﬁhe serious and
persistent events in the occupied Palestinian-terriﬁories which have shaken the
occupying Power, Israel, and the international community as a whole.‘ Seldom has‘a‘

people rising up with sticks and stones written pages in history so filled with
~heroism ané martyrdom as the Palestinian people has ¢3ne; We shall_not tefer here
to the>crue1ty shown by the occupying Power, since.ofher speakers have eloquently
done so. None the less, we wish to place on record our view that the genocide must
be stopped. More than 560 dead and 50,000 wqunded are already testimony powérful
enough to move even the hardest of hearts. The world cannot cohtinue.witnessing
such a‘situation without the adoption of the measurés called for by this tragic
situation.

The intifadah is like the tdlling of the bells. 1It is'the determinationvof a
_people to be free, and that march of giants will ndt end until independence has
been won. There is no army, howevef powerful, capable of holding in‘check the firm
determination of the Palestinian people. History teaches that it has never been
possible to stifLe the rebellion of a people agéinst the occupiet - as the current

membership of the United Nations well demonstrates.
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Everyone in the Middle Easﬁ region has the right to live in éeace and
éverything must now be done to accelerate the holding of the Intefnational Peace
" Conference on the Middle East, pursuant to General Assembly resolution 43/176, in
order to resolve the Gordian knot of the problem, which is the inescapable historic
and human need for everyone to accept the éalestinian State. . Surely, the fact that
some 100 countries have reéognized that State ptocléimed by the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PID) shows that these are the sentiments of the
overwhelming majority of the international community.

We believe that the Chairman of the PLO, Yasser Arafat, has held out the olive
branch, and it is essential to have the courage not to turn one's back on history
and to agree to seek an honourable, just and wo:thy,solution at the negotiating |
t&ble. Israel must heed the cry of mankind and realize that at this crucial moment
it is not on the side of reason. |

Cuba considers that the Security Council, pursuant to its mandate under the
Charter, must urgently make a resolute effort to pronote‘peacé in the Miadle'East'
and in this regard begin work on the convening of the International Peace

Conference.

The PRESIDENT: ' I thank the Ambassador of Cuba for his kind words

addressed‘to me.
The next speaker is the'representative of Panama., I invite him to take a
~place at the Council table and to make his statemént.
Mr. KAM (Panama) (interpretation from Spanish): Mr. President, on behalf
ofbmy delegation I wish first to thank you and all the other members of the Council
ifor allowing my delegation to take part in the consideration of a question of such

crucial - importance for‘international'peaCe and security as the situation in the

occupied Arab territories,
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‘ Permit me to say, Sir, how very pleased my‘delegation is to see a
distinguished son of the Kingdom of Nepal-presiding qvei the work of the Security
Council for this month. I have no doubt that under ydur wise éuidance the Council
will see its work crowned with succeSs.} |

I also wish to extend cordial thanks fdt the laudable work done last month by
your distinguished predecessor, Ambassador Ismail Razali.

More than 40 years ago, Panama - together with Bolivia, Czechoslovakia,
Denmark and the Philippines - was honoured by being made a ﬁember of the dnited
Nations Comhission, which, under the guidance of the Council, wasientrusted with
the task of taking the necessary measures to implement the Palestine partition plan‘
provided for in General Assembly resolution 181 (Ii).

Various historical citcumstances,‘which I shall not analyse.at this time, made
it impossible.fot that task to be fully carrcied ouﬁ as maﬁdatednby the majority o:
the international commﬁnity at the‘time.

"Today, almost half a century later, we are deeply distqrbed to see that the
righﬁs of one of the two communities settled on Palestinian territory continue to
be disregarded, thus causihg grave suffering for the peoéles of‘the region, but
particyla;ly for the Paleétinian Arabrpeople, whose rights have been systematicaliy
~ ignored. | |
- My country has come to the Council to reiterate its solidarity with the
7 Pales#inian peoplé and its just struggle. We join in the general call ﬁ&de by the
bcommunity of nations éhd international public opinion which expects the Council to
adopt decisions commehsurate with the gravity of the situation.

The eventé which have occurred sincerthe'beginninq of the uprising of the
éeopie in the occupied Arab tefritories - now known the wotlQ Qver as‘thé

intifadah - send a clear, unequivocallmessage as to the firmness and determination
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of a people to struggle, a beqple which intends at #ny costvto exéréisefits 
legitimate right to self-determination and independence. The tenaéity, |
perseveténcé and vig@ur shown by that heroic people in a clearly one-sided struggle
can only be'explained in the light of the existence of values ﬁighgr than life
itself: the unbreakable spirit and determination io achiéve fréedém and -a deeply
held feeliné of natiohal identity. | |

Those who think that the indiscriminate'use,of ovetwhélming oppressive force -
will bevaﬁle to stifle the fighting spirit of that people are ﬁéi oﬁly making a
political mistake_with'g:ave consequences for peace in the a?ea'but'AISo unjustiy
undetmining‘elementary human vélues and basic principles of civilized coexistence.

As the unforgettable Pénamanian leader} General Omar Torrijos Herrera, once
éaid: | |

"No one haé yet invented a bullet capable‘bf killing‘an idealén .
To be sure, it is stsible to kill men,‘women, young people, children and the aged;

but never the ideal of freedom.
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The uprising'of the Palestinian people in the occubied Arabttetritories is but
the direct result of the determination of that people not to remainvany longer
~under an occupation régime that has lasted for more than 20 years. It is a.
faithful expression of their determination to take into their own hands their own
national destiny under their own democratically elected and legitimate leaders.

' The months that have passed since the Council last considered the situation in
the occupied Arab territories have witnessed an evolution in tavour of a negotiated
solution of tbe qvuestion of P_a’lestine ‘and a lasting and comprehensive solution to
the Middle East conflict. : o

In that connection the meeting of the éalestine National Counciltin Algiers'in
December of 1ast year was a historic event. We would-emphasize particularly the |
extraordmary significanoe of the Declaration of Independence of the State of
Palestine, representing as it does a gigantic step forward that has created new
political conditions for reaching a peaceful solution to the problems of the region ‘
for tne benefit of world peace.

At that=National'Council meeting, and in Subsequent statements, the Chairman
of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PiO), Yasser Arafat, and the Palestinian‘
people gave evidence of their sincere desire to reach a negotiated?political
solution to tbe Arab-Israeli conflict, the core of which is the question of
Palestine, within the framework of the United Nations Charter, the norms of
international law and United Nations resolutions, including the most recent
decisions of the Security Council on the question, namely resolutions 605 (1987),
607 (1988) and 608 (1988).
| They have also undertaken to abide by and uphold Security Council

resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) » which constitute a basis for a comprehensive

solution to the conflict.
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Those initiatives have clearly indicated the abandonment of positions
traditionally held by the leadership of tne Palestinian people, which deserves'our
praise and_recognition. The spirit of flexibility, dialogue and noderation must
petmeate the attitude of all tne protagonists in the region, as well as all States
in a position to‘influence events in the area, to promote'an atmosphe:e'conducive
to a political settlement.satisfactoty to all parties.
| Again, the only way to achieve a last:inq peace and stability in the Middle
East lies in a comprehensive political solution that will guarantee the right of
" all the peoples of the region to self-determination and independence, as well as
their right to live and depelop in peace within secure and internationally

recognized and respected borders. BAn indispensable element of such a solution is ,

the recognition, exercise and effective realization of the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people to self-determination, independence and the. es.tablishment of
their own:independent State on their national territory, with effective
‘a:t‘angements to guarantee the security and peace of all ‘S,tates of the region,
including Israel. |

The best method to achieve those objectives is undoubtedly that of negotiation
among the parties concerned. The convening of an international peace conference on
.the Middle East, under the auspices of thevUnited Nations and witn the
- participation on an equal footing of all the parties -to the conflict, including the
Palestine Liberation Organization and the permanent members of the Security ‘
Council, on the basis of tesolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1978), has been: reoognized
as one of the most effective formulas for dealing comprehensively with the whole

range of problems that must be tackled in order to achieve a definitive solution to

the conflict, ' -
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Among those, recognition and exercisé of the inalienablg righté of the
Palestinian people, in particular their right to exercise self-determination and
independence, are pre-eminent. |

Together with the convening of the Internationél Conference, an ihitiativé ny
country.supportﬁ. the Council must urgently promote the adoption of measures
designed to foster dialogue and negotiation Between Palestinian Arabs and
Israelis. To that end, it is essential thét the moderation and realism that have

marked the conduct of the Palestine political leadership in recent months be met

- with an equivalent attitude on the part of the Israeli 1eaderéhip. Repressive

measures and violations of the human rights of the inhébitants of the occupied Arab
territories in no way contribute td the establishment of a climate conducive to
détente and dialogue, but rather serve to‘increase tension and violence and cause
ever-incteasiﬁg bitterness.

The Security Council and the Unitéd Nations as a whole must through’evgty
available means support consolidation of thé process of hegotiatioh until peace’
agreements are concluded.‘ It is esséntial, howevé:, that the Security Council take
immediate steps to secure respect for the human rights of the Palesﬁihian people in
the occupied territories aﬁd demand that'the occupying Powef meet its international
obligations.

Panama has emphatically'affitmed the universal validity of the tight of
peoples to self -determination. With a firmness equal to that with which wé claim

for ourselves, as Panamanians, the exercise of our own right to self-determination,

which is now under siege by foreign aggression, we also demand that right for all

the peoples of the world, particularly those of Namibia, Western Sahara, Puerto

Rico and Palestine.
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It has been said tiﬁe and again that peace/is indivisible. Until the
Palestinian people fully exercise their netionalerights, the peace pf the world
will continue to be precarlods and fragile. >;etAus ail work topmake sure thet the
movement towards peace that is making premising progress in oiher parts of the
world will also spread and be consolidated in the Middle East, for thaf would

represent an immeasurable conttlbutlon to 1nternat10na1 peace and securlty.

The IRESIDENT: "I thank the representatlve of Panama for the kind words
he addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representative of the lao People's Democratic

Republic. I invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his

statement.

Mr. KITTIKBOUN (Lao People's Democretic Republic) - (interpretation from
French): On behalf of the delegation of the Lao Peoble's Democratic1Re§ublic'1
should like first‘to congretulate you, Sir, on your acceesion to theipost of
President of the Security Council for thie month. _ Aware.ofeyout great~diplomatic
qualities and wisdom, I should like to expreés‘the hope  that the Couﬁcil's present
work will be successful. |

I should also 11ke to’take th1s opportunlty to thank the Permanent

Reptesentative of Malaysia, Ambassador Razali, for the outstanding manner 1n whxch‘

he gulded the Council's work last month.

I thank the‘members of the Councxl_for having agreed to my request to speak on

the matter currently be fore it.
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Once again the Security Council must consider £hé situation in the occupied
Arab territories. Since the outbreak of the intifadah, the world has borne
mourn ful witnéss to the new measufes taken by Israei, the occupying ?owe:, to
oppress everﬁmore brutally the4Palestinian people; which has risén up en_masse
against tyranny; Thus far 494 have died and thousands have been wounded, including
women and children. After 22 years of Israeli occupation the Palestinian people is
'still denied its right to existénce,_fitsf and foremost because the Israeli
authorities have not yet come to érips with its legitimate aspirations. The
Palestinians are a people, and like all other peoples on Earﬁh have the right to a
nation and a land, and to live there in peace and harmony with their neighbours;k A
comprehensive, just and iésting peéce can be established 6nly when the people of
Palestine can exercise its inalienable national rights.

To this day the Israéli authoritieé continue to describé the intifadah as a
violent operation, as'a1diétufbance of the peace, and as a violation of the law.
More surprising, they viewlit as having been in&ited from outside., That is a
totally erroneous view, lackiné in foundatién and moral validity. The
international community considers the intifadah a form of saééiffce, éopular
resistance‘and_heroic struggle by a peopie against foreign occupation aimed at
triumphing and achieving‘national independence. Those who still dream of snuffing
out the uprising of an oppressed people are sadly miétaken,-éndbsooner or later
will understand thié. |

The Palestinians are indivisible. Within and outside the occupied territories
they are a single people united in their action, and their living eﬁbodiment is the

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO).
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(Mr. -Rittikhoun, Lao People's
Democratic Republic)

Today international relations are marked by majqr new developments. Among the
trends that hold promise for the development of world events are international
détente, peaceful coexistence, ﬁutual trust, multifeceted economic co~operation,
growing understandihg among nations and States, and the choice of dialogue to‘
resolve conflicts, SOme conflicts in various regions that oﬁce seemeq insoluble
are now on the way to a political solution. 'The-negotiated settlement of conflicts
has now become a reelity, and the Middle East - whose peoples, includingrthe‘
Palestinian and Israeli peoples, have suffered too iong - must be no eiception.

‘ In the framework of these new world-wide ttends,‘the Chairmanﬁeg*the Executive
Commj ttee of the Palestine'LiberationvOrgenization, Mr. Yasser Areéet;
realistically and courageously ahnouhced a new initiative on 13'ﬁecember 1988
before the General Assembly in Geheva by dneeuivocally accepting a compteheneiVe,
jesi and lastihg settlement of the Palestinian questien oﬁ the basis of Security
Council tesolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) ahd respect for theilegitimate-
national rights of the Palestinian people, particularly its tight to
self-detetmination and national independence. New condltions propitious for
dlalogue towards a peaceful solution have thus emerged, and it is time for Israel
to react favourably and 51ncere1y to this will of the Palestlnlans for. peace.

My delegatlon consxders that the Security Council should take measures to.
achieve an overall solutlon'taklng into account the legitimate intetests'of all
parties coneerned; including the Paiestinian side, represented by the PLO, ‘In that

context the immediate convening of an international peace‘conference on the‘Middle

East, as approved by the international community, is vitally imperative. We
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{(Mr. Kittikhoun, Lao People's
Denoctatic”Republic)

hope for positive participation in this peace procesé by all States, in particular
the States permament members of the Security Council, to provide a political
solution to this ola conflict, which has lasted too iong. The continuation of this
conflict, which: has already caused such suffering to the peoples of the region, can
only damage the presedt climate of international co-operation, which is beneficial
for all peoples and has been welcomed the wbrla over. The s$oner the conflict is

resolved, the better it will be for the interests of the peoples involved and peace

in the region and throughout the world..

.The,gRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the Lao People's Democratic
Republic for the kind words he addressed to me. |
In view of the‘latenessAof the hour, I intend to adjourn the meeting now.
With the céncurtence of the members of the Cbuncil, the next meeting of the
Security Council to continue the consideration of éhe item on the agenda will take

place this afternoon, Friday, 17 February 1989, at 3.30 p.m..

- The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.




