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The meeting was called to order at 11 a.m.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA SIS

The agenda was adopted.

LETTER DATED 19 APRIL 1988 EROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF TUNISIA TO THE
UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED T0 THE: PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY ‘COUNCIL (S/19798)

The PRESIDENT- In accordance with the decisions taken at the 2807th

meeting, I invite the Minister for. Foreign Affairs of Tunisia to. take a place at.

-the Council tables 1 invite the representatives of’ Egypt Gabon, Jordan, Kuwait,

" Lebanon, Morocco, Mozamb ique, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Somalia and the Syrian Arab
Republic to take the places reserved for them at the,side~of the Council Chamber;
and I invite the representative of,the Palestine hiberationTOrganization to take a
place at the Council tabler |

At the 1nv1tat10n of the President, Mr Mestiri (Tunisia) took aApiace at the

Council tables Mr. Badawi (Egypt), - Mr. Biffot (Gabon), Mr. Salah (Jordan),

. Mr. Abulhasan  (Kuwait), Mr. Fakhoury (Lebanon), Mr Bennouna (Morocco),

- Mr. Dos Santos (Mozambique), Mr. Shah Nawaz (Pakistan), Mr. shihabi (Saudi Arabia),

Mr. Osman (SOmalia) and Mr. Al-Masri (Syrian Arab Republic) took the places

reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber"Mr. l-Kidwa (Palestine

Liberation Organization) took a place at the Council table.

'i‘he PRESIDENT: I should like to inform menbers of the Council that I

have received letters from the representatives of Bangladesh Cuba, Mauritania,
Qatar, Turkey, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the United Arab Emirates
and Yemen in which they request to be invited to participate in the dlscussion of
the item on the Council's agenda;' In conformity with the usual practice. 1 |
epropose,_w1th the consent of the Council. to invite those representatives to
participate in the discussion without the right to vote, in accordance with the

relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37pof the Council'srprovisional rules

of procedure.

There ‘being no- objection, it is ‘80 decided.
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At the invitation of the President,-nr;gsiddiky (Bangladesh),

Mr. Nunez Mosquera (Cuba), Mr. Ould Boye (Mauritania), Mr. Al-Rawari (Datar),

 Mr. Turkmen (Turkey), Mr. Oudovenko (Ukrainian SOViet Socialist Republic),

Mr. Al-Shaali (United Arab Emirates) and Mr Basendwah (Yemen) took the places

reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber.

The PRESIDENT: The Security Council will now resume its consideration of
the item on itsiagenda.
Mr. BUCCI (Italy): The Security Council is meeting at the request of
Tunisia, which has complained about a serious violation of its sovereign tights
'caused by an incursion which led to the death of four persons, one of whom,
Khalil al-Wa21r, held a prominent position in the hierarchy of the Palestine
Liberation'Organization (PDO). I wish at the outset to extend my delegation s
sympathy and condolences to the families of all the victims.
- The world media have reconstructed‘the event in detail and unanimously pointed
out the existence of-Israel's involvement in the killing of Khalil al-wazir.
| Ierael has neither denied nor confirmed officially its involvement in the
operation, although some Government officials expressed praise for and solidarity
with those who executed the slaughter. These elements lend credibility to the
current verion of the events. o
On principle and, I should like to say, by virtue of its culture,‘my country
is averse to attributing responsibility when the facts are not ascertained
unequivocally. |
Our serious concern over what has happened is motivated by the fact that we'
are facing an occurrence which, were its origin to be confirmed, ‘would be extremely
. grave. - In fact, this horrific slaughter appears to be the‘deed not of a terrorist

group but of a State. Furthermore, it has also infringed on the rights of a
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(Mr. Bucci,»ltaly)
friendly nation, one known for its moderation, to which ae wish to express in this
Chamber our‘sympathy and solidarityr

The Tunis slaughter is unfortunately part and parcel of that cycle of violence
which is characterized, as we see again today, by recourse to terrorism, the same
terrorism which has punctuated the tragic story of the Middle East crisis.

The elimination of a prestigiods and important leader resolves nothing.
Indeed, experience teaches us that violence only serves to pave the way to further
violence. It incites passions and leads to new uprisings, new repressions,v
additional victims.

We are also concerned by the political aspect of the situation. In fact,_this
episode is disruptive of the efforts being made by Secretary of State Shultz, who
is striving to keepvalive the hope of concrete peace prospects, notwithstandi‘ng ‘the
reservations that have been‘expressed on some aspects, even essential ones, of the
American peace plan. Nor does it facilitate the visit of the Soviet Foreign
Minister to the area from which a positive contribution to the prospect of a
peaceful solution of'the Middle East crisis could be expected. In short, the death
of four persons and the violation of the rights of a peaceful country can only
weaken further the already fragile peace process = to the point that one may wonder
whether this is indeed the goal: of the perpetrators of this crime.

The facts that have been orought’to the attention of the security Council
confirm that a negotiated solution to the Middle East crisis, at the heart of which
‘is the Palestinian problem, cannot be delayed. |

The basis of the solution can only be resolution 242 (1967), which'reduires
from one side the‘recognition of lsrael and from the other the willingness to'
withdraw from the occupied territories. In short, both parties should accept a

compromise based on the formula "territory,for,peace".
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There is no alternative to that outcome, and this should be bofne in mihd
while we debafe an extremely serioué episode which goes against that outcome. As
we gffirmed very recently in this Chamber, ways and means have té be agreea upon |
through an international conference to be held under the auspices of the.United
Nations. All interested parties should be represented at the conference, including
 the PLO, which is so widely representative of the Palestinian people, a people that
has recently uhdergone,suCh”dramatic trials and to which our solidarity goes.

But it is necessary to hasten our pace, since the increase in violénce which

we are witnessing weakens the prospects for peace.

Mr. DING Yuanhong (China) (interpretation from Chinese): The Chinese
delegation'wishes to extend a warm welcome to His Excellency Mr. Mahmoud Meétiri.
Minister for Fore1gn Affairs of Tunisia, who is attendxng these meetings of the
Council- ‘we give a high appraisal of his important statement, made on 21 Apr1l.

It was with shock, anger and grief that the Chinese Government and people
learned of the tragic death by assassination of Abu Jihad, member of the Execuéive
Committee of al-Fatah of Palestine and Deputy C¢mmander;in-Chief of the Paleétinian
armed forces. Here the Chinese delegatibn wishes to request the Permanent Qbsgrvei
of the Palestine Liberation Organizatioﬁ (PLO) to the United Nations to convey its
profoumd condolences and sympathy to the PLO, the Palestinian people, the bereaved
family and the families of other victims.

Abu Jihad was an outstanding,'experienced leader of the Paiestinian people.
~ He made great contributiqns to the Palestinian national causé‘and won the love and_
esteem of his people and his fighters. His most anortuﬁate death is an iﬁmehse
loss to the Palestinian people and their cause. We are cdnvinced, however, that
the heroic Palestinian people will turn sorrow into strength and, under the
leadership of the PLO, carry éheir strﬁggle Ehrough to the end with even greater’

determination so as to achieve the lofty goals of the Palestinian national céuse.



EMS/S 4 | 5/PV.2808
- 7

(Mr. Ding Yuanhong, China)

The Chinese Government and people have all along treasured the friendship between
the Chinese and the Palestinian peoples, and will as élways resolutely support the
Péléstinian people in its just struggle to regain its national rights.

The investigation by the Tunisian Government and the importmént<statement made
in this Council by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Tunisia have indicated that
the Israeli authorities were responsible for the murder of Abu Jihad. We strongly
condemn the Israeli authorities for their despicable act of assassination and gross
violation of Tunisia's sovereignty and tercitorial 1ntégf1ty; |

'It must be pointed out emphatically thaé the assaééinatidﬁ of Abu Jihad Qas an‘
elaborately plannedltertorist act aﬁd a.politicai‘conépiracy éimed at undermining
the PLO and the Palestinian national causé, particularly the anti-Israel struggle
of the Palestinian people in the occupied territories. Although the consp;facy to‘
kiil Abu Jihad succeéded, the plo;ters Qill‘héver have their wayﬁin'defeating the
cause of the Palestinian people. We can sa§ so‘Qitb absolute certainty. The de;th
of Abu Jihad cannot but further arouse-the wrath of the militant Palestinian
people. Those who are bent on putting‘down the just strﬁggle of the Palestinian
people with terrorism will £ind that their‘d§Signibéckfires,'and wiil eat“théir ownf 
bitter fruit in the end. -

It must also be pointed out emphatically that this is not the first time
Israel has grossly‘violated Tunisia's sovereignty. Thé‘repeated encroachments and
provocations by the Israeli authoritiés against so peace-loving a country as
Tunisia have demonstrated that those authorities have no respect whatsoever for the -
éurpoées and principles of the United_Nations Chartet or for fhe norms governing
international relations. Their behaviour has'ppsed‘a threét to international peace

and security. ~We support the Tunisian Government and éeople in their just struggle
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to safeguard their 50vere19nty and territo:ial integrity. We hold that the
Security Counoil should take the neoessary steps to prevent the Israeli autho;i;ies

from conducting similar 111egal'actiops 1n‘the’fgture.

Mr, BELONOGQOV (Union'of Soviet3$ocialist Republics)(interpretation from
vRussian)éf First of ali,’I ehould 1ike oﬁibehalf of the Soviet delegation to
express our profound tespect for the Mlnister for Foreign Affairs of Tunisia,

Mr. Mehmoud‘Mestiri. The SOViet delegation listened attentxvely to Mr. Mestiri's
stetement and to the statementfof the representativevof the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) to the ﬁhited'uationé.f |

Like the overwhelming majority of other delegations in this Chamber, we
learned with profound indignation of the actions taken by Israel on the terrltory
of a sovereign Arab count;y, Tun}s@e. As a result of the bandit-like raid recently
perpetrated in Tunisia, a ofomident Pelestinian figure, Mr, Khalil a1-Waz1r,v“AbuA
Jihad", was cut down in the pfesenoe of his'wife,and daughter. He had devoted his '
entire life to the struggle for‘thenipot:ceuée‘of the Palestinian people, which is
defending its freedom andfiooepenoence.‘

The Soviet deleqation:wiSbes“to“yoioetiesedeep‘condolences to the Executive
Committee of the PLO,'fo the Palestinian people and to the bereaved familieebon the
death of Abu Jihad and his aseociaees. |

This act was carefully planned anobcarried‘outlin coldvblood bg Tel Aviv. It .
was intended to violate the~$o?eteignty and territorial integrity of a peace—loving
independent State,Membe::ofrthe United Nations. Indeed, even Israel - where an
extensive campaign glorif?iog_the'soroa;led.heioes of ehis operation has been set
in motion ~ has not deniea that the'murder'ofihbu Jihad was carried out by Isrfezi
special services. Mofeofr‘éf';’ée.ﬁave'le\er‘.:ned 'from the' information media that 1t was

endorsed by the so-called inner cabinet of Israel.
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Thus, this is yet another example of the policy of State _';ertorism that has
long been pursued by the Government of Israel. It is yet another ma'ni‘festation of
its cynical contempt for world public opinion, which was sevex:ely jolted by the

- crimes of the Israeli occupation forces and which has resolutely called for an end

to the violence in the region.
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‘Suffice it to refefrto.IsraelFs repeated incursions into Lebanon, its attack on the
Itaqi nuclear reactor, its raid.on the Eﬁtebbe éirﬁort in Ugandé and its deliberate
destruction of a Libyan civiliaq aircraft.
- Tunisia has now for a second time'become»ﬁhe target of Israel's criminal

acts. Many speakers here have recalled tbat on 1 October 1985 the Israeli air
force bombed the southérn suburbs of Tunis. At that timé the Security Couﬁgil
adopted resolution 573 (1985), in»ﬁhich, in pér;icular,'it demanded that Is;ael
refrain from pétpétratihg such acts of aggression égainst-the sovereighty and ‘,.{
ﬁerritorial integrity of Tunisia or from threatening-go db'so.‘ Now Israel has
violated that resolution, in open defiance of the Security Council.

The practice of State terrorism has repeatedly‘been condemned by the United
Nations General Assembly. 1In that connection, in 1985 the As#émbly adopted a

resolution in which it
“Resolutelyj[condemned] policies and practices of terrorism in relations
"between States as a method of dealing with other States and peoples”.

(General Assembly resolution 39/159, para. 1)

At its forty-second seégion the General Assembly adopted a resolution on measures
to prevent internatioﬁal tertorism, in which, in pérticular, it
"[Called] upon éll States to fulfil their obligations under international
1aw to refrain frém organizing, instigating, assisting or participating in
_terrorist acts in other States, 6: acquiescing in activities within their

territory directed: towards the commission of such acts". (General Assembly

resolution,42/159,_para. 4

Israel has paid no heed to such a?peals by the world community and has ‘once
again deliberately defied the wishes of the United Nations. The terrorist act
perpetrated by IsraeIICannot be viewed as an isolated phenomenon unrelated to its

overall policies. It is blatantly obvious that there is a direct connection
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between‘the Iéraeli actioh in. Tunisia and'the Israeli actions in the occupied Arab.
territories. The latest reports from the occupiedAterritories:aftest‘to an
increase 6f'acts of terror, to mass beétings_of Palestinians by Israeli soldieﬁs
and to a new wave of arrests, pogroms and,deportations. The Israeli authorities
have sent growing numbers of army and police reinforcements, tanks: and armoured

personnel carriers against the population and have'continued to raze Palestinian

- settlements and villages. They have continued to carry out massacres in refugee

éamps. The numbé: of victims of such acts of violence against the Palestinian
population has been increasing. |

It is difficult to exagggfate'the crimes Israel has been committing in the
occupied territo?ies. They have frequently been referred to here. Istael's mass
violations ofrhuman rights have been condemned in: many United Nations. documents,
and no- vociferous assertions of peaceful intentions by Tel Aviv c¢an justify its
blatant contraventions: of the.norms of international 1aw-énd‘thevprovisions‘of the
United Nations Charter.

All those barbarous crimes - murder, torture,:tepression, beatings,
deportations -~ are futile and pqw?rless against tpe struggle of the Palestinian
people to achieve its legitimate national rights. As the GenéraIzSétretaty of the
Central Committee.of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,

Mikhail Sergevich Gorbachev, stated at a recent méeting with‘Yaséer Arafat, the
Cﬁairman of the ExecutiQe:Committee.of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PIO):

'The_?aleStinians are a people whose fate is difficult, but they are not alone

in their defence of their just cause. They enjoy broad inte;naﬁional support.

and that support includes a pledge that the central issue for the Palestinian
people -~ self-determination —‘wili be resolved. - The ascendaﬁcy‘gf the popular

~Palestinian movement has now become an important impetus to: the quest for

_practi¢a1 solutions leading to a comptehensive settlement, Thé:sitength of
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that mass uprising resides in its profoundly demoeraticjnature. It has not

veeredbtowardsvextremism, in spite of thevp;ovocative and cruel acts of

repression inflicted by the occupiers.‘ Thus the movement has won ever-greater
international support and sympathy in a broad range of circles.”"

Yet the murder of Abu Jihad and the events in the occupied territories have
once again compelled us to asks: Why is it that the Arab-Israeli conflict has not
yet been solved? Wwhy has the fundamental ptoblem, the Palestinian issue, not. yet
been solved? The reason lies in Israel's refusal to agree to the convening of a
plenipotentiary international conference on the Mlddle Bast and its rejection of
any coaoperation_or even contact with the Palestine Liberation Orqanization, which‘
has been and remains the spokesman of the yeatnings of the Palestinian people and
its sole, legitimate representative. |

The Israeli 1eadership s reliance on force, aggression and the suppressxon of
the 1iberation struggle of the Palestinian people cannot solve the Arab—Israeli
conflict. The true path towards a settlement lies in eliminating the potentially_
explosive situaeion in the Middle East ;hrough‘political means and collective
efforts. Promising initiatives now being taken in international affairs are e
creating conditions favou:ablefto that end,.‘Therelhas been a clear expression of
the international community's desire to bring about radical change in the Middle
East through the convening of an international'peace’conference. The specific
proposals made to that end are well known. ‘Their inplementation would furnish a
palpable impetus towards«peacefand put an end to the’adverse,'poteniiallyvexplosive
trends‘in the region, | |

The 56viet delegation resolutely condemns the murder of Abu Jihad and supports
Tunisia's justified appeal to the Security Council. The Council must resolutely
condemn this action on the part of Israel, which haslonee again blatantly violated
the sovereignty ana territorial integtity of Tunisia by the perpetration of a

deliberate act of political murder.
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The Security Council cannot and indeed has noltight to overlock those
instances in which Israel has carried out an increasing number of violations of
‘otner States® sovereigntﬁ,;and pursued a policy of State’tertorism;an&ﬁpitatical

raids, trampling under foot peoples' iegitinate tights; It is aiso,theacounoills
duty to take effective measures so as to seoute a‘just solntion of.thé Middle East
problem. ' - k o

’ Once again we callAupon,all States to do their part'to‘heIPQbreakvthe_deaélock
in the state of contlict‘in tne Middie‘East.r We wish to place'on.tééord_duf |
readiness to co-operate with eVeryone desiring to implement a Middle East;
settlement on a'just and dutable'basis, taking into account the'intetestS'and
rights of all states and peoples of that region - including, natunally, the Arab
people of Palestine. '

| Mr, PEJIC (YUgoslavia): ’First of ails I'shouid like toéexpress our warm.

welcome and appteciation to His.Exceilency Mr‘ Mahmoud'Mestizi,,the'Minisﬁer‘for'
Foteign Affairs of Tunisia, who enjoys great respect and esteem in this |
Organization and has come before the Council to set forth his country‘s case with
tegard to an act of armed aggressionvagainst its territoriai integrity: and |
sovereignty. He has set before us clear evidence of renewed State terrorism
committed by Israel against«peaceful and non—aligned Tunisia the‘objECtiVe of'which
was to assassinate one of the most prominent leaders of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PDO), Mc, Khalil al-Wazir.

In his statement of 20 April, the Secretary-General of this Organization,
Mr. Perez de Cuellar, too, left no doubt as to who wassbehind the:armed action
against Tunisis. He recalled that, by its resolution 573 (1985), the Security
council had al:eady vigorously condemnea an earlier’attack of arﬁed‘aggression'by

Israel against Tunisia.
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Yugoslavia'cOndemns most strongly the latest act ot armed aggression by Israel
against the sovereignty and independence of non-aligned Tunisia, a country which -
through its constructive and peaceful policy has gained the broadest international
recognition and respect..

At this difficult moment when they are parting vith one of their most able and
popular Ieaders; Mr. Khaiil-al-wazir, who has been brutally assassinated, we should
like to express'once:again oar full solidarity with the Palestine Liberation
Organization and the PaIestinian people engaged in a historical and just struggle
- against foreign domination and occupation. We express deep condolences to the PLO
and the bereaved family of Mr. al-wazir.

That this 1atest~Israeli act of international terrorism, part and patcel of
- Years-long arrogant policy, practice and behaviour of Israel, comes as no surprise
-to anybody does not diminish the obligation of the international community and the
- Security Council to stand up and oppose it forcefully and unequivocally. This_we,
should do not only for,reasons of principled support to the victims of aggression,
~ foreign interventiOn and domination, but also and all the more so since, in our
opinion, there has never been any doubt about the goals and motives of this
action. An extensive and documented statement on them was presented yesterday‘to
the Security Council by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of‘Tunisia. Besides;
certain political circles in Israel have made no particular effort to conceal their
involvement. |

In-emphasizing these. facts we have in mind that this senSeless terrorist act
of assassination of a member of the Executive Committe of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, Mr. Khalil aldWazir, by 1Israeli commandos was directed not only
against Tunisia's sovereignty and the Palestine Liberation Organdization as the

legitimate representatiVe of the Palestinian people but also against the broadest
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demands of the international public that the solution of the Middle East crisis be
addressed urgently and that peace and security be restored to: that troubled
region. Indeed, the shots fired in Tunisia are shots against peace in the Midalev
East. . | 1 |

: rhis dangerous terrorist a¢t comes as'yet ariother warning 6£’the.complexity
~and gravity of the situation in the Middle East. in this contéxb. the terrorist
action against Tunisia‘s sovereignty and independénce is an.additional-elenent Qf
tension in the explosive situation prevailing in the region. It is:also\proof~that
certain circlés in Israal continue to entertain dangerous illusions rhat they can
use any means they feel fit in their vain attempts to suppress the months—long
uprising of the Palesrinian people in the occupied territories. However, the mass
demonstrations of Palestinians in the oécupied territories on: 16 April and thEi:
defiant support of and solidariry'with‘their légitimate leaders ﬁave.exposed those

expectations for what they really are, in the most telling way.

We are therefore of the opinion that there exist a great many reasons for the
Seéurity Council to take a firm and clear position.,’The action of Israeli
commandos consritutes a flagrant violation of the territorial integrity and
independence of a sovereign and peace-loving State Member of the United Nations as
well as of tha basic principles of the United Nations Charter and i{nternational
iaw. 1t was a premeditatéd action the aim of;whiah was to demoralize and smash the
l,Palestinian uprising in the occupied territories by the physical elimination of PLO
__leaders and thus eliminate it as an unavoidable factor in the:solution of the
problem . of Palestine and suppress ‘the just struggle of the Palestinian people for

the realization of the 1nalienab1e rights and aspirations denijed it for many

decades.
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Last but not least, this was also an act of international terrorism on which
the General Assembly adopted - almosn unanimously - a resolution dnringyitsf._
forty-second session wnich'stresses the need for the broadest possible
international co—operation in combating this dangerous phenomenon which has
destructivé consequences for 1nternational relations.

On many occasions the Security Council has raised ifs voice in unanimous
condemnation of‘all types of international terrorism, regardless of its motlves and
perpetrators. It is its duty and obligation to reafflrm that position thia time
again. |

We therefore earnestly hope that the Security Council will unanimously condemn
the armed aggression against_Tunisian territory as a flagrant violation of the
United Nations Charter and norms of international behaviour. Failure to do so
would amount to the silent condonation of unacceptable practice and behavlout_which
constitute a serious threat to international peaCe and security and further .
aggrayate the al;eady precarious peace‘and stability in the Middle:East.

| ﬂr. KAGAMI (Japan): At the outset, I wish to express the most cordial
respect of our delegation to the'Minister for Foreign'Affairs of Tunisia, a country
with which Japan,has alWays maintained and enjoys close relations of friendship and
co-operatien.

The assassination of Mr. Khalil al—Wazin, a leading representative of the
Palestine Liberation Ozganiaation {PID), was a nlcious act of terrorlsm. Japan is
appalled by ﬁhat act and understands very Qell the outrage expressed by the
Government of Tunisia at having 1ts sovereign borders violated and the peaceful‘
existence of its inhabitants shattered Any State is entitled to be fteenca &

" threat of tertorism; and any State which supports, sponsors Qr:sympathiaeék

terrorism should be condemned.
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We "in the United Nations, whose primafy purpose is the peaceful settlement Qf
disPutes. condemn all acts of terrofisﬁ; for terrorism can hever 1ead;toipeace.

_In recent months Qe have witnessed in horror the acts of violence that have
beén occurring almosﬁ daily in the occupied Arab territories. Thé‘murder of
| Mr._Khaiil'al—Wazir and three other persons in Tunisia is abominable ih itself, but
it is also déngerous'in that it could lead to a further escalation of violence
throughout thé Middle East. Japan thetefore éalls~upon%a11‘parties in.the region
to éeek a just, lasting and comprehensive seétlement of the Middle East problem
_’through peaceful negotiations. Otherﬁise, any constructive efforts on the part of
the international community will be in vain. | A

| I feel obliged to add that, in view of the responsibility and authority that
tﬁe international community has vested in the Security Council, any expression of
‘condemnation it makes against a particular party must be based on solid and
unequivocal evidence'.A Thus, I listened with‘"great" care to the stétements 'made' by
the previous speakers regarding Israel's alleged role in the assassination, and my
delegation is prepared to examine any inﬁoimation that may be presented to
substantiate that allegaﬁion. ‘

In concluding my‘remarks, I wish on behalf of the Government and the people of
Japan to express my éincere condolences to the beréaved family of
Mr. Khalil al-Wazir and to the families of the otherithree victims of this tragic
and meaningless act of terrorism.
o Mr. DELPECH (Argentina) (interpretatioh from Spanish):‘ First allow me,

sir, to extend a very warm and cordial welcome £o the Foreign Miﬁistervof Tunisia,
.Mr. Mahmoud Mestiri, and to thank him for the very valuable infdumation he dave us
in his statement yesterday, whiéh will most assuredly guide us in our debate.
~ Tunisia and‘Argéntina'have the most cordial re;ations both ih our many and varied

bilateral contacts and in the Council.
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The Security Council has met in response to the‘request of the Government of
Tunisia in order to consider the criminal act that took place 6n,Saturday,
16 April, in the district of Sidi Bou Said, located in the northern suburbs of
Tunis, when four persons were killed: 'Khalil al-Wazir;va member of the Executive
Comﬁittee of the Palestine Liberation Organization‘(Ptn), two guards and a Tunisian
- citizen employed as a gardener. This wanton act has shocked the entire
internafional community and has been unanimously and internationally condemhed,
- for it isiunacceptable that even today recourse should be had to such methods. Thek
Government of Argentina unequivocally condemns this savage act, thch hill surely
only furthei intensify the cycle of violence in £he region. On this occasion, we
would like to extend our heartfelt éondolences to the families of the victims.

History has taught us that the use of force as a form of individual or

collective action always breeds a like response, or, what is worse, the use of even

greater force,

The Government of Argentina vigorously and uneéuivocally maintainsvihat
nothing can justify the use of methods such éé those employed on 16 April.
Political assassination as a means of action or coercion is illegai and
unjustifiable, and it must be most vigorously condemned by this body.

Consequently, the international community must give most serious thought to

the causes of these acts as well as to what action can be taken to prevent their

recurrence in the future.
When faced by events such as those described by the Foreign Minister of
Tunisia in his statement on 21 April, the Government of Argentina can only repeat

that ¢ivilized peoples are in duty-bound to use every peaceful means to settle

their disputes.
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A few days ago my delegation stated in the Council that in its opinibh the
most éppropriate machinery to move towards a just and lasting settlement of the
question of Palestine and to put an end to'the cycle of violence that characterizes
it‘isbthe cbnvening of an intermnational peace conference on the Middlg’gast under
the auspices of fhe United Nations, with the participation of all Ehé'parties
concerned. Only when the rule of law replaces the irrational use of fqrce in
relations among nations will it be poSsible to find just andfcompreheﬂsive
solutions to the sérious problems besetting the international comEUnify.

Mr. NOGUEIRA-BATISTA (Brazil): Allow me to begin by extending a warm

welcome to His Excellency Mr. Mahmoud Mestiri, Foreign Minister of Tﬁdiéia, and
thanking him for honoﬁring the Security Council with his presenée and his words as
we meet at the request of the Tunisian Government.

The Brazilian Government is-appalled by thg actiph which resulted in the
assassination of Mr. Khalil al-Wazir iﬁ Tunisia on 16 April“and wishes to éxpress
its condolences to hi# bereaved family, to the Palestine Liberation
Organization (ELO) and to the families of those who were also killed’as a resuit of
that brutal terrorist act. _

This instance of’pdlitical violence has not only infringed the sovereignty of
Tunisia, a State Member of the United Nations, but it also runs counter to the most
basic principles of internatiohal conduct and should be denounced by the entire
international commﬁnity. We therefore consider it justifiabie and appropriate that

the Securiﬁy Council has been convened, at the request of Tunisia, to: exanmine this

serious matter.
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It is our’opinion that the Council should respond by vigorously condemning
such a terrorist action and the fact that it has taken place by encroachment on the
territorial integrity of a Member State.

Brazil has always deplored in any circumstances the resort to violence and
terror to settle disputes or to attain objectives, whatever they may be. Each such
act sous the seeds of miore violence and terror‘in a vicious and endless circle,
regardless'ot the victim's age, sex, nationality or beliefs.

At this time, I wish to reiterate my Government's resolute condennation of all
acts of political violence and aggression, including those supported, sponsored or
perpetrated by States, which result in the loss of human life and jeopardize the
normal functioning of international relations.

The international commun ity has adequate legal instruments and political

forums to deal with controversies in accordance with the purposes ‘and principles of
the Charter and civilized patterns of coexistence.

The refusal to make use of these means and the belief in any kind of
exceptionalism can only lead to intolerance and a. growing spiral of aggression.
This is particularly true with regard to the situation in the Middle Eastvwhere
resort to violence imposes a still heavier toll of suffering on the civilian

pulations and may escalate in such a way as to pose serious dangers to
international peace and security.

My delegation wishes further to express its concern that this act has taken |
place at a time of extreme volatility in the occupied Arab territories and may
Create further obstacles to the attainment of a comprehensiye negotiated
settlement, to which all parties concerned must contribute by acting"in a

responsible and constructive manner.
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In conclusion, I should like to read out a press communique on: this subject
issued by the Minister of Foreign Relations of Brazil on 20v Apr-ii 1988. it reads
as follows: : | |

"The Brazilian Government profoundly deplores/ the attauk' wf;fi‘dl took place
recently in Tunisia resulting in the assassination 6f the Palestine leader,

Khalil al-Wazir, also known as 'Abu Jihad'. In accordance with its

convictions that all acts of political violence deserve the widest rejection

of the international community whereveér they occur and regardless:of their

'mut.ivatio'ns, Brazil regrets that acts of this ‘nature cormt;inue to take place,

vlead'ing‘ to the in_tensification of hatted and of tensions between pe“qpl.‘es; and

to aggravation of the crisis in the Middle East."

The PRESIDENT: The next speaker is Mr. Clovis Maksoud, Permanent

Observer of the League of Arab States to the United Nations, to whom: the Council
has extended an invitation under rule 39 of its provision'al rules of proce'dur'e'. I
invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. MAKSOUD: I should like at the outset, Mr ., President, to: express the
appreciation of the League of Arab States fpx: thé kind invitation thai‘- you have
extended to me. I wish alsa to extend our 'appre'ciation, through: you, to the other
menbers of the Secux:ity Council. ‘ |

| During the many years that the intetnational coumunity has been seized: of this ‘
question, and more emphatically during the l,yst few months since the Palestinian
upr ising, we have seen how Israel has tried, at all costs, to prbcrastinate with-
respect to its qpmﬁliance with the va_rrie.ps mi;ted Nations _kes:bluit'ioné and.‘mote" '
particularly, with the articles of the Geneva Camvertion, inasmuch. as Israel does: |
nat conéide; itself either answerable to this body or ac'comggble‘ as an occupying

Power .
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: We' have seen from this instance of naked aggression against Tunisia**, which
violates the sovéreignty>of é State Member of'tﬁe League of Arab States aslﬁell as-
that of a State Member of the United Nations, that Israel has a hand which is '_ab/le
to téach anywhere, thu’s"-‘r::eridering the l_:ertito’ri’a'l integrity of many States
vulnerable to its aggression. ‘Israel therefbre has total freedom'to commit acts in
violation of a State's sove'i:eignty with impunity; However, iri ',‘?h'is instanc‘é, wve .
£ind that Israel seeks to ifnpose a certain artifiéiai silence in order to allow
itself to dodge internatioha1.condemnatton.vits.lsraelvso embarrassed and;aShamed
of what {t has doﬁé'tb Tunisia that it tberefore doéswnot'aEMit its act? Or is
Israel proud of the naked aggressién that it has committed? We note that when a
member of the inner Céb‘in'et of Israei. Mr. Weizman, predicted that ‘this action
 would backfire on Israel, his Prime Minister, Mr. Shamir, in referring to that
action, Stétédzv B

“Let us hope that our enemies will realize and understand thé; Israel
 knows how to wage war and that all thcse who hurt us will be hutt'ﬁanifold;‘ |
That is the statement of the Prime Minister of Israel rébuking one of his Cabinet
members for having opposed and protested against Israel's action undertaken against
Tunisian sovereignty.
Furthermore, thé Israeli Mission yesterday, on its’independence day,VStated |
the follcwingz
*To set the record straight, Israel haévmade no such admiésion' - that it
attacked*Tunisi$ = "or declared any such intention with regard to Tunisia."”
To 1'ie with: 8 straight: face has become é pattern of plaus ibie deniability by
Israei. This=plausible‘deniabilityy,by the increment of evidénce, is no longer -
plausible but is definitely implausible, and, in this respect, we ask the following

question: Did Israel, or did it not, attack Tunis{a? All the evidence -~ and this .
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is the issue - points without equivocation very categorically to Israel, the Mossad
and the operatives of the Israeli army. |
Last night one of the so-called e#pertseon terrorism - who at this time

usually proleerate in the media. - spoke admiringly of Israel's "precision® and
stated that the special regiment, headquarters regiment 269, and:the paval
force 13, in addition to Mossad, had been planning this operation for six months.
They infiltrated into Tunisia in December. | |

" 1 do not need to refer to the vatious press reports Ehat have appeared during
the last two or three days, but Israel wants to have it both ways. Unfortunately.
some entertain the idea that by having it both ways israel might extricate itself
from responsibility with respeét%to international peace and’secuzith Israelydbes
want to have it both ways: It wants to satisfy its primitive instincts to show
that it is capable of vengeance against Palestinians, and it wants tQ;ﬁQPiYOCQte‘SO
as not to admit at all what it has done and, as it has stated, "to set the record

straight, Israel has made no such admission or declared any such intention with

regard to Tunisia."
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What does that Israeli position mean? 1Israel wants to prevent any
international legal action or corndemnation. Pérhaps certain elements feel that on
Israel's fortieth anniversary it might not be propitious to suffer condemnation.
'Even our friends in the United States felt that Israel's fortieth énnivé:sary might
be an occasion to compensate it by yesterday's signing of the strategic agreement
as a formal document. |

This is a time of the brutality of Israel"s éggréssion in the occupied
. territories and then its violation of T_unisian sovereignty, which led to the
martyrdom of a distinguished and historic leader of the Palestinian resistance
moﬁement and of four of his colleaguesband a Tunisian gardeher. It is bewildering
that at such a time, instead of there being instant condemnation, there ’s'hduld‘be :
any doubt about the a‘cc’ﬁmulafed evidence that once and for all renders Israel |
accountable and in total contempt of all the ‘nott}nsr of international law ‘and
behaviour. |

That is -ivhy. Tunisia came to the Security Council, because it Sought_ to bring
to the attention of the world community the need for Israel to be detertéd. i;hr‘ough
the exercise of the proper functions of the Security Council, from héving a free .
hand to attack anybody at any time. 'rhep. yesterday the Israeli Mission, having»
stated that |

"The Security Council {s not a court of law and Israel is not érepéred to be

the targe£ of accusations ..."
spoke of the Security Couricil's being

"seized wi& the discussion of the fate of a terrorist .who has planned,

perpetrated, glorified and openly accepted ... responsibility ..."

In this case the killing of Khalil al-Wazir was a by-product of rsrgel's

violation of Tunisian soveréjignty. The Security Council is now seized of the issue )
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because Tunisia's sovereighty has been violated. It was as a result of that
violation that .the martyrdom of Khalii al-Wazir took place.

That total distortion of the reasons why Israel does not accept the Security
Council's being seized of‘the‘issue is a delibenate attempt to continue its
institutionalized contempt for this body. Israel says that the Council is not
seized of the matter every time there is an attack. If that were,the-reaﬁon) when
more than 200 people have been killed in the occupied territories,; when day in and
day out Israel attacks and kills - with cluster bombs and in other ways -
Palestinians and Lebanese in the south of Lebanon and sometimes in the north of
Lebanon, the Security Council would be meeting night and day. Yet Israel lies.

Therefore, the question that the Security Council mustbask is: bid Israel
conduct aggression against Tunisia? Is Tunis the victim of aggression by Israel,
let alone.of'the consequences of -the killings?

It was not the PLO that brought this case before the Security Council, -
although the PLO has a vested interest ih every issue pertaining to, the Middle
East, and more particularly th§ Palestinian question. It &as Tunjéia that brought
the complaint, because itsiterritorial sovereignty had been violated. Therefore,
to dodge the issue and rephrése it in a manner that distorts the objective of the
meetings of the Security Council is but an indication of what Israel intends to do
now and in the fhturé. Accordingly, measures should be taken to deter it and to

make it costly for it, morally, politically, diplomatically and in other ways.,
| As long as there is a 90ssibility‘of Israel's being able‘tp,get away. with
murder, it behoves'the Security Council to bring itself to a moment of decisiveness
and.nbtréllowlitéglf, becayse of extraneous considerations, to become the prisoner
of indecision. fhe;efore, Qg“£ind gurselves returning again to the Security
Council. We have beeh told that coptinuous recourse to the Council devalues the

impacf, that in a way ﬁg'qse>t§g Becurity Council. True, we do. And we will
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continue, because the Security Council is the>alternative‘to any militar} option;
;t is the vehiclé'to salvage the peace option. It is our attempt to exhaust all
diplomatiC'efforts, to put an end to aggression, to prevent an irreparable rupture
and polarization. Instead of being thanked‘for'coming to the Security Council, we
are criticized by éome for our»repeated anchoring of our aspirations, hopes éhd :
frustrations to this bédy. | |

Tunisia's«compléintrtoday'must be addressed on its mefits. Khalil al-Wazir
begame4a victim because of the hope of some of the Israeii racists that if one
leader of the Palestinian movement were murdered that might demoralize the
Palestinian c§nstituency. Israel's resort to an attack on Tunisia and the murder
of Khalil al-Wazir was an obvious, clear—cut attempt to restore the morale of its
armed forces, which have been bogged down in the occupied térritories:fér the past
four and a half months by the most ennobling acts of resistance that the

Palestinian people in occupied territories have demonstrated.
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Therefore, for Israel to have recourse to secretive murderous techniques - the
ultimate acts of the coward - in order to bring about self-satisfaction and bolster
the morale of its so-calied defence forces is an indication that it is using
techniques that:are repugnant, immoral and death-dealing in order to restore its.
own morale - which goes to show that its own ﬁorale is predicated on immoral actsy
immoral behaviour and immoral policies.

That is why the instance of aggression against_Tunisia today . must bring about

a meesure of decisiveness that would only enhance the credibility and- the

effectiveness of the United Nations as a crisis manager and peace-maker in the

region.

The PRESIDENT: Thevnextxspeaker is: the representative of Somalia., I

invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

- Mr. OSMAN (SOmaliaiz_‘Let me first of all add my voice to the words of -
welcome extended to His Excellency Mr. Mahmoud Mestiri, Foreign Minister of
Tunisia, and thank him for the statement he deliQered in the Security Council
yesterday. | |

I wish to thank you, Mr.*Presidene, for having acceded to my request to
par;ieipate, on behalf efrthe Afriean Group, in the current debate in the Council
on Tunisia's serious compléint against Israel.

Before proceeding to the substance of my statement, may I take. this
oéportunity to congratulate you moét warmly on theeexcellent manner in which yéu
are conducting the affairs of the Council during the month of April., Speaking in
my capaciy as Chairman of the African Gtoupiand'also as representative of Somalia,
I should like toksay‘that ybut presence oh»the Council, and particularly as its
President, is.a source of pride to all the African States. You repreésert a'couhtry

whose Head of State, President Kenneth Kaunda, is not only one of Africa's most
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distinguished leaders but also Chairmn of the Organization of African Unity. ‘I am.
sure that your diplomatic and,persbnal qualities, together with the prestige of
your country, will make it possible for the Council to meet the challenges before
it.b.

I wish also to take this opportunity to pay tribute to the excellent manner in
which Ambassador Dragoslav Pejic of Yugoslavia conducted the broceedings of the
Council during his presidency l1ast month.

It is most disturbing that for the se;ond time in little more than two years
Tunisia has had to call for the chveniﬁg of the Security cOunci; tp protest
against Israel's violation of its territorial intégrity and sovereignty and to ask
the Council to c§ndemn a murdetrous Israeli assault carried.out on Tunisién soil.>

Tﬁe evidence is clear that it was an Israeli-organized and directgd commando
group which carried out the premeditatedvand politically motivated assassination of
Khalil al—Waz;r,‘ASu Jihad, ét his nome 1n Thnis last Saturday, iﬁ the presence of
his wife and daughter, as well as the murder Qf three other ;nnocent pe;sohs who- |
héppehed‘tq be on the ptehises a# the time. It was purely a terrorist act and no
argument of self-defence can jhstify this brutal action.

I wish to express the‘great sense of outrage felt by the African Group over
the killing of Abu Jihad, who apart from being avtfue Palestinian patript‘yas also
a high-ranking official of the Palestine Liberation Organization.

I am sure that the‘vaﬁt majority of Member States ébare the cohcern expressed
by the Secretary-General, who has reiterated his long-standing condemnation of écts
of assassination.

I need hardly remind the Council of Israel's record a; a perpetrator of State
tercofism. The Council has been called on in the past to condemn Israeli terrorism

against Iraq. and against Lebanon. As we are all aware, the Lebanese people have
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suffered ﬁtagically from Israel's terrorist acts of aggression and continue to be
subjected to such acts on a regular basis. Israel's preVioﬁs act of armed
aggression against Tunisia constituted a érave affrbnt to Tuﬁisian sovereignty and
was rightly condemned in the strongest terms in Security Council resolution
573 (1985). | | |

I believe that I speak not only for the Afticah Group but also for the vast
majority of Member States when I say that it would be unconscionable if Israel were
to be allowed to repeat with impunity the same kind of aggréss£On'égainStrTunisia
which was specifically condemned in 1985 by the Sécurity Council,

Israel's interventions in thé'éffairs of other countfies:and,its'vioiatibn of
their sovereignty and its aggressive use of force are serious infringements of the
principles of the United Nétidns Charter and the norms of*intérnational law,

It is pertinent to recall that General Assembly resolution 40/61 on:

international terrorism, adopted by consensus, unequivocally condemns asrqiimiﬁai

all acts, methods and practices of terrorism wherever and by whomever committed,
including those which jeopardize friendly relations among States: and violate their

security. On the basis of resolution 40/61, and by the nature-ofilsgaél’s>

~ behaviour towards Member States of this Organization, in particular this latest

criminal action, Israel is without doubt a State which for all practical purposes

embraces terrorism,
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The members of the. African Group are profoundly conscious of the danger such
behaviour poses to international peace, and particularly to the security and
stability of the States of the Mediterranean region. Israel“s lawless actions
require an appropriate responSe by the international community. Itiis clearly
necessary“in cases of international as in cases ofrnational crime to deal firmly
with'frequent:offenderS'so.that those at risk can be protected and the rule of law_'
upheld, 'Thelduty‘othhe Security Counciliin this regard is clear.

We strongly hope that'as the'Security Coﬁncil considers wnat action it should
take in response-to Israel's latest violation of internatidénal law it will also
keep in mind the broader implications of Israeli terrorism;‘

Paradoxically, Israel seeks the protection of the United Nations Charter when
its interests are at stake; yet it violates the Charter when it considers this
convenient and as serving its purposes. To allow a Member State of the United
Nations such 1atitude would reduce to a. farce the provisions of Article 2 (4) of
the Charter of the United Nations, which calls on all Member States to

 “refrain in their international'relations fron the threat or use of force
against'the territorialkintegrity or political independence'of any'Staté. or
in any other manner inconsistent vith the purpOSes of the United.Nations.'

It must be emphasized that the assassination of Abu Jihad comes at a time when.
it'is more widely recognized.than ever before‘that there will be no}lasting peace
in the Middle East without a just solﬁtiOn to the Palestinian problem and‘that'it
is necessary to deal directly with the'Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO),‘the—
sole,ylegitimate representative of tne Palestinian people,'inrany negotiation for a
.lasting peace. | ‘ ‘

Israel's response;to'tbeSe developments;_unfortunately, hasabeen to'chOOse
viglengs*and intransigerice rather than a political process leading to a jnst and

cofiprehansive settlement,
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The Affican Grodp is very sympathetic towards the Government: and. the people of
Tunisia in this moment of trial, and fully understands their outﬁﬁge,at the
dastardly crime committed on their soil. bThe African Group also:expresses its

ndolences to the family of Mr Khalil al-Wazir and to the Palestinian people as a
whole upon their irreparable loss. I should like it to be known that the African |
group expresses its full suppoit and solidarity to the‘peoplé and GQVetnment of
Tuhisia and to the Palesﬁinian people in the face of this blatan;,act'of'aggression.

I déid eailier that thé.international community must make an approptiate
' response fo Israel's act of aggreséion against Tunisia, I hope that the. Council
will condéﬁn'vigorously and in no uncertain terms isréél's act of aggression and

demand that it refrain ftom repeating such acts in the future,

ThgﬁPRESIDENT T thank the representative of Somalda: for the kind words
he addressed to me.‘ :
- The next speaker is the representative of Kuwait. I invite  him to take a_
place at the Council table and to ﬁage his statement.

Mr, ABULHASAN (Kuwait) (interpretation from Arabic): I em pleased to be.

makiné'a statément once more, sir, under your able and distiﬂgﬁfsﬁééfptésidencY-ﬁf
thelsecurity Council for this mon¢h. |

At the end of last weék, the Council met to discuss Israel's brntal and savage
practices and its use of brute fo;cd against the uprising by the Palestinian
people, a péople that, despiie’pwning the land and having the right toAlife and
_sove;éignty, lives underrbrﬁtal Israeli occupation. |

Less than a week later, the Council is meetingvagain to cqnsidér further
aggression commiéted by that;same~out15w entity against the sovereignty and

territorial integrity of a péacefu1'independentVState, Tunisia,
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‘The;question is the same; the accused is the same. The accused has been
flouting international instruments, values and laws; it has launched aggreSsion |
upon aggression internally and externally, untestrained by legal obligations, moral
deterrents, universal norms or the will of the international COmmunity. itSigoal
has always been and remains the 1iqnidation of thefralestinian’people wherever it
.may be foﬁnd; the means to that gcal isﬁbrute force in its most abhorrent fcrmjrthe
arenarfdr’its,aggressibn encompasses the entire world; it is motivated by innate.
arrogance and a philosophy based on hegemony and expansion.

The comprehensive ‘Statement made yesterday by Mr. Mahmoud Mestiri, Minister
' for Foreign Affairs of the sister republic of Tunisia, spares me the need to detail
“the aggression against Tunisia, in which the sovereignty and sanctity of its .'
national soil was violated. ‘That aggression claimed the lives of one of the
symbols of the legitimate national resistance of the Palestinian people, the late
Khalil al-Wazir, "Abu Jihad", and of a number of his companions and guards. o
‘This latest Israeli aggression constitutes, among other things, an insult to

the Security Council, which embodies international opinion at itsvhighest‘leVel.
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Two and a half years ago the Security Council adopted resolution. 573 (1985},
inkwhich it condemned Israel's treacherous act of armed aggression against Tunisian
sovereignty and territorial intégrity, in the course of which the. headquarters of
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) in Tunis was destroyéd; That act of
aggression also caused heavy loss of life‘amdng innocent persons and’éxtenSive
material damage. In that resolution the Council demanded that Israel refrain from
perpetrating such acts of aggression or from the threat to do so, aﬂﬂ;tequestédvthe
States Members of the United Nations to take measures to dissuade Isrdel from
resorting to such acts of aggression. .

Yet Israel, whiéh was established and has prospered on aggression, has, as is:
its custom, ridden roughshod over that resolution. It has used the sword of power
to realize its expansiohist goals and policies and to put down the uprising of the
Palestinian people. it has harnessed all its expertise and the tedhnological
equipment supplied to it to attack the Palestinian people wherever they exist,
pursuing them like a cyclone that ravages everyéhing that stands in its way towards
~its goal, in defiance of all international norms and principles.

From its violent act of aggression against the sovereignty of Iraq in
attacking that country's peaceful nuclear installation to its repeated raids
against Lebanon, from its threats against the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia because: of
that country's legal and rightful possession of a missile fqrce‘td protect its
nationa1=security to its continuous persecution of symbolic figures in the
Palestinian struggle wherever they may be, following a scheme oi&bfficial
£errorism, Israeli carries out its policies in full view of_the:;nternational
community, no;wiihstaﬁaing'the flood of reSbiutions adopted-by the United Nations

Security Council and-GenEtai Assembly condemning them.
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In ity latest operation Israel has proved that its desire to dominate the
region and to destroy Arab caﬁability and potential is fealiy a}frantic and
‘unbridled obsession and teat nothing can deter the Zionist entity from oarrying out
such despicable acts of aggression, which are aimed directly against the | 7
vPalestinian people arnd at denying them their‘tight to live in dignity and freedom
andvto establish an independent State on their own natiodal soil. However, as the
martyred hero Abu Jihad himself stated only two days before his death. the
‘continuing Palestinian uprising against occupation and infringement has created a
new teality on. the political map of the region. Abu Jihad spoke eloquently about
the massive popular uprising in the occupied territories, and his words are a clear
message to the enemy that it will not end but that, onfthe contrary, it will take
on new strength and escalate until the legitimate goals of the Palestinian people
have been realized |

This criminal act of assassination is clear indication that the Zionists
realize that they have reached an impasse and that the uprising is weighing heavily
upon them. However, the Zionist entity is still suffering from the delusion that
through assassination it can deetroy the will of the Palestihian people.' It should
have realized that the assassination of Khalil al—wazir would not silence tﬁe voice
of the Palestinian people but that it would lead to a stronger determination to
continue the struggle until their legitimate rights are aohieved and their usurped
lands regained. |

We in Kuwait strongly condemn this new act of aggression against Tunisia's
sovereignty and the sanctity of its national soil. We declare our fdll solidarity
with Tunisia. We suffer at the loss of an honourable symbol of the'libe:ation
struggle in the world and-at the loss of the other noble f‘i‘eerdom-fighters who ‘
perished with him, We stand beside tpe Palestiniankpeople and their leaddership, |

represented by the PLO, their sole, legitimate repreeentatiVe. We support the
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uprising of the Palestinian people in the WEst Bank and the Gaza Strip as part of -
the national struggle and as a source of inSpiration to all peoples subjected to
foreign occupation.: ‘

: After its bitter experiences with Istael the Security Council is mote than
ever called upon to defend its dignity and credibility before the world community
by cohdemning Israel in tﬁe strongest possible terms for its latest act of
éggression and by exercising all of ité authority to prevent Israel Ergm’tepeatiﬁg
such acﬁs of aggression against peoples and States. The Counqil must be aware that
the Palestinian people‘wiIl continue their legitims:e struggle, with international
support, until they éstablisﬁ their own independent State on the soil of théir

homeland, Palestine.

-

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Kuwait for his kind words

addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Pakistan. I invite him to take a

place at the Cduncil table and to make his statement.

Mr. SHAH NAWAZ (Pakistan): I have had ﬁhe privilege of addressing the‘
Sécurity Council under your pfesidency on another océasion during-this month, and I
také this opportunity to reiterate to you our trust and confidence in your
leadership.' Once again, we wish you every success in guiding the present.
deliberations of the Security Council on the situ;tion which has arisen as a result
6f the‘asséssination of the respedtéd Palestine Liberation Organization (PIO)
leader, Mr. Khalil al-Wazir, Abu Jiﬁad, in Tunis on 16 April.

| We welcome the presence at the Council table of His Excellency

Mr. Mahmoud Mestiri, Foreign Minister of Tunisia. It is a matter of deep cegret
that ﬁis feéu:n to the United.Nations, where only a short while ago he served his
country wiﬁh such distinction as its Permanent Representat;ve; takes place in the

sofmber circumstances of the tragic occurrence in Tunis.
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The contents of the letter of 19 April addressed to you, sir, by the Tunisian
Permanent Representative and the statement made yesterday in the Council by His
Excellency Mr. Mahmoud Mestiri clearly indicate that it was Israel which had, |
indeed, financed and ordered the execution of Mr. Khalil al—Wazir.

The letter of the Permanent Representative of Tunisia also says that, apart
from acknowledging responsibility for that odious c¢rime, the statements of the
Israeli authorities amount to an admission that Israel has attacked an independent
country which is a member of the United Nations and has violated its territorial
integrity and sovereignty in total disregard of the norms of international law and
of the principles embodied in the United Nations Chatter.

Strong corroborative evidence is available establishing Ierael's

responsibility for the tragedy in Tunis. 1In yesterday 8 issue, the washington Post

published a report, based on information compiled from a Tunisian investigation and
Israeli sources, which said that the operation was planned and carried out by
Israel's Mossad agency, army, navy and air force, and the actual assassination by a
Special army commando unit. According to that report the raid was overseen by
several senior Israeli military commanders in a specially equipped Boeing 707, who
were in constant radio contact with the commando squad on the ground. It also

'stated that Israel*s 10-member inner cabinet discussed the assassination twice

before approving it.
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vIt is not the.first time that Tunisian territory and sovereignty have been
 violated by Israel in this manner. On 1 October 1985 also, Tunisia made a similar
.complaint against Israel when an Israeli attack on Tunisian soil caused Heavy-loss
of human life and extensive material damage. As a result of that cgmplaint‘the
Security Council‘adopted resolution 573 (1985), which_vigOrously*gondemnediisraéli"-
aots of armedkaggression, demanded that Israel refrain from repeating;sudhua§§$:oﬁ
aggression, urged Member States to take measures to dissuade Israel from-doing s0;.
and considered that Tunisia had the tight to appropriate reparations es a tesult of=
the 1osses it had suffered and for Wthh Israel had claimed responsibflity. Far
from being deterred by that resolution - which has remained unimplemented = the

- Israeli authorities have def-iantly repeated with impunity such acts of aggr.ession‘.»

On being informed of the latest incident of Israeli aggression against
Tunisia, the Secretary—General expressed his deep concern at Israel's further
infringement o: Tunisia’s sovereigntyvand territorial integrity, He;técalled‘
Security c0uncil resolution $73. (1985) and reiterated his oondenhation of acts of
assassination, | | | »

The assassination of Mr. Khalil.al—Wazir, a highly respected?member of the: ‘
Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PIO),. was‘ carxied:out
1nvthe‘presence of his wife and daughter, which shows how predatory was the nature
of the act‘and how the assassins were total strangers to a117o121liZed,no:ms of
behaviour and devoid of the finer feelings of‘compassion and*respéeg_gorfinnocent
life. His assassination is an act of stark terrorism which should not be allowed
to go unpunished. Terrorism may have a long arm, but justice has avlonger»reache

These acts of barbarity and the unabated campaign: of cruel. repression against
the Palestinian population of the West Bank and: Gaza are the;products of the

continued denial of the Palestinian people's right to self-determination and
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statehood. It is.this denial which lies at the heart of the Middle East problem,
as the international community has.known it for the past fou:_décades.
Accordingly, it is noﬁ»éﬁqugﬁ for the sécurity Council merely to condemn Israel for
its failhre to heed tﬁe'Council's resolutions on the question of Palestine - which
it must - but also to &ddress the problem at its core.

The'ccntents.ofvthe letter of 19 April'addreSSea by the'Permanent '
Representative of Tunisia to.you, Mr. éresident, clearly cornnect the assassination
_of M;. Khalil al-Wazir, a member of the PLO Executive.chmittée, by a terrorist
commando group to the massive :épression of Palestinians in the West Bank ahd‘Gaza.'

The. Security Council has been continuocusly seized of the worsening»situatibnr
in the occupied Arab territories of the West Bank and Gaza‘sinée December of last
i_'yeaf}vwhen the oppressed:Palestinian population Qf’those areas was_driveq to
'“resiét, with bricks and-stones, the vicious campaign of violence and suppression
unleashed: against it by the occupation forces, who are armed to the teeth with the
most‘modérn weapons and devoid of any inhibition to use them. The uprising which
began on 9 December remains unabated and innoéentflives continue to be lost in Ehe
process of unbridled tepressioniby the Israeli occupatiéh forces. Nearly
150 Palestinfians have been: killed and’enotmous damage has been inflicted on |
fPalestinian:property. Not only have many Palestinians~béenvdéprived of their means
of livelihood but- their fomes have been demolished or fhey Ehemselvés have been
déported from their land of birth. Not ohly are all theée eruel and heinous acts
of violence totally illegal but they constitute a flagrant violation of the Geneva
Convention'nelat1Vé*tdatﬁe'§ro£ectioh'of Civilian Persons in fime'of War and an =
affront to éivilized ndrms'bf'behaviour.

The agony quthé;peaplefof Palestine will persist, and: the worsening'situation

will continue to deteriorate and threaten peace and stability in the entire region
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until the Palestine question:has been resolved satisfactorily. "I'he; international
commuﬁity must insist on the impleﬁentation,.without any delay, of the proposal for
the holdiﬁg of an international conferénce on the Middle East with the
participation, on an equal. footing, §f the PLO as the sole reﬁfeséntative"offthe
‘Palestinian people. This is- the only viable proposal in the field, éhd‘the
convening of the conferehce. alone, offers the prospect of a lasting peace in the
region,

Pakistan has always supported a just and lasting settleméht%in'the,Midalé-
East, on the basis of the principle of self-determination and statehood for the
people of Palestine. It has unequivocally condemned Israeli acts of aggression
against the Palestinian people. | |

The President and the Prime Minister of Pakistan, in separate messages: to -

. Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization, have.
expressed their condolences at the death of the PLO leader Mr, Khalil al=wWazir. ‘In
his message of condolence, the President of Pakistan has saids:

"... the news of the criminal and cowardly assassinatiﬁﬁ-of?ﬁrﬁthér Abu Jihad

has produced a wave: of sorrow and anger in the: heart of‘tﬁe“PaRistani‘peprew

Abu Jihad was a‘valiant son of the Palestinian people who gave:his precious

1ife while leading his people in the epic struggle for the Yiberation of their

homeland. The memory bfj Abu Jihad will ser_vé as a beacon for those who willi

now be'called upon to- carry forward this struggle with genewed vigour."
Similarly, the Prime Minister of Pakistan in his message has: expressed his: deep:
shock and sorrow at the dastardly act of sssassination and has:said:

"... the martyrdom of-Abu Jihad will reinforce, rather than:diminish, thé

resolve of the Paléstiniaq people in carrying fdrwafd’theit struggle for: the

liberation of their homeland."
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My déiegation 6nce,again appeals to the membérs of the Security Council to
take a~éerfous'view of the heinous crime that has taken place in Tunis and to adopt
the necessary measuresvthat—would detet'such acts of terrorism and aggression and
safeguard the independence, SGVgretgnty»and territorial integrity of States Member s

of the United Nations.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of éakistan for the kind words
rhe addressed to me. |
The next speaker {s the representative of Lebanon. I inQite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statement. |

Mr.ﬁEAKHOURY‘(Lébahon) (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf -of the

delegation of Lebanon, it gives me great pleasure to c¢ongratulate you, Sir, on your
assumption of the presidency of the Council for this month and to express our
complete confidence in yourrcapébilities, experience and wisdom: in successfully
guiding the Council's work.

We are also pleased to extend t§ your predecessor, the Permanent
Representative of Yugoslavia, our thanks and appteciation for hiS judicious
presidency of the Council last month. |

" It seems that this year is "the year of Israel"™ in the Security Councils the
Council h$S»béen.convened six times in four months to consider Israeli acfs of
aggression and practices in the West Baﬁk, ﬁhe Gaza Strip and Lebanon; today it is
meeting for the seventh time in response to a request from sister Tunisia to
consider the new act of aggression by Israel against its sovereignty and
terrttorial integrity. This:is‘the second time that Tunisia has been the victim of
a brutal act of aggression the détailsrof which have been very thoroughly and
accurately presented by the Minister for Foreién Affairs of Tunisia. I shall
therefore not repeat the painful facts which led to the martyrdom of a great

Palestinian freedom fighter at the: hands of murderous tertorists.
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Lebanon, which stands in solidarity with Tunisia - is still suffering. from
Israel's persistently violent practices, includlng the policy of terrorism =«
appreciates the siqnificance of national sovereignty and territor;al integrity and
fully supports Tunisia's just demands for Israel's condemnation and deterrencey

_wWhat means of violence have not been practised by Israelriﬁ;tﬁetoccupied,
Palestinian Arab territories and in Lebanon, beginning with detention; abduction,
destruction and murder, and culminating in the occupation of territory and the
exploltation of that occupation as a bridgehead for aggression and for trampling
underfoot the sovereignty of Lebanon’

The most recent example of such cynicism and disregard f£or the Security
Council's resolutions was the illegal deportation to,Lebanoﬁ;of:eight Palestinians
on Tuesday, 19 April, to join the other 12 Palestinians deported since the
beginning of the year. ' |

What means of State terrorism ha&e not been. employed byzlsﬁaél~in,the
neighbouring - and the not-so-neighbour ing - Arab countries,. from: Irag to Tunisiay,.
including Lebanon?

The verbatim records‘of the Council and the hundreds of complaints contained;
in the archives - compleints lodged against Israel by various Arab parties -
furnish conelusive evidenceief the Israeli policy of aggression, terrorism and the
forcible acquisition of territory. |

It is difficult - nay, impossible - for anyone to defend Israel Qr'to?qutiiy
its acts of terrorism and aggression against Tunisia and.the vivlation of its--
territorial inteqrity.

It is impossible also for the tepr,eeentat:iv;e\of Israel to inert the a‘“tﬁeh’:.tion
of the Council from the act of terrorism perpetrated by his State against a State
Member.of.the United Natione. Israel has never complied with:tbergharfer,

international law and international agreements, It has never tespected the
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civilized norms of conaﬁct &nd ethics among civilized ﬁations.“Rather, it has
always violated them, cynically diéfegaraiﬂg 1nte;nationa1 tesolutioné~and
fabricated pretexts to persist in the implementat;.ion of its criminal designs and
policies. |

The-gfaﬁest threat‘faciné thé,ﬁfab'bbrld,today on its eastern and western
flanks is this Israei'i‘ defiance éhiclx 'm‘a'kes free with the sovereignty of States,
their territorial integrity, afir space and territorial waters.

This challenge becomes all the more serious as a rgsu1£ of Israel's arrogant
belief in its ability to implement successfully the policy of violenéevand
~ terrorism, which makes a tepetitioprdfilsfaeli acts such ag these not only poseible
but prcbable, anywhere &nd at any time.

Indeed, as the Council wa#vabout to cohvene this morning's meeting, the
Israeli Afir Force was bombing the ﬁébanése'towns of Damour and Naima, situated less
than 20 Kkilometres fioﬁ-the'capitol, Eeirué, on the coastal highway between Beirut
and Sidon., The losses in human Iife>and ﬁatetiai_damage have not yet been assessed.

This new Israeli act of aggression is a blatant violation of Lebanese
sovereignty. I leave it o menbers tc,assess Israel's defiance of the Council,
which has not yet completed {ts cbnsiée'ration of Tunisia's complaint against Israel.

| The Tunisian complaintabéfofe the'ébuncil, with {ts cieatfcut facts, admits no
doubt. Israel is mistaken if it believes that by equipping its terrorists with
forged pa#spotts it confused the invéstigators and removed suspicion from the real
murderers, All the eviden¢e indicates that this was a'premeditated Israeli
terrorist act. The cnly missiﬂg{eﬁidence is an outright admission.

Israel, which has been wont to acknowledge its acts in official statements -
and which has always artégantiy‘belfeved'in its ability and superiority - has

maintained silence this time as it 4id in 1973, when it assassinated three
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Palestinian leaders in Beirut, It has»delibetately remained silent on both

occasions so as not to admit to the practice of terrorism.

‘The Council is responsible for implementing the articles of the‘Charter and
strengthening confidence in its policy of maintaining international peace and
security. This can only be achieved by a full end positive response-toitunisia's
just demand that the aggressor be condemned and that it be deterred from- pursuing:

its policy of violence and State terrorism - the. most serious kind of all.,

TheiPRESIDFNT;‘ I thank the representative of Lebanon for his kind words |
addressed to me.'" | d
The next speaker is the‘representative of‘saudi‘Arahia. I invité'him<to take'A
a place at the Council table and to make his statement. N / j. — 7
Mr. SHIHABI (Saudi Arabia) (interpretation from Arabic)~ It is a great
~ pleasure to congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption of t.he presidency of the |
Council tor this month. I congratulate'yougas‘a friend, a statesmanl_a General.
and as an eminent Anbassador proven in diplomacy. You will undoubtedly.guide.our
work.in the Council for theorealization.of the aimsjandfprinciples of the United‘
.Nations.. o | ‘ ‘
| it gives me pleasure also to espress thanks and appreciation todlast=month's
Council Ptesident, Ambassador Pejic. the Permanent Representative of Yugoslavia,
for the effective manner in which he. conducted the work of the Council during hisr
presidency, and for the great'ability and:wisdomjhe showed at a t1m§ of
| international crisis. | o N -
t'The COuncii is convened?today to LQOklinto the internationai;pitaoy.and:A
terrorism committed by a Memher of the Unitedrﬁations. It has BeenwconVenedfto
1ook into the violation of the sovereignty of an active State Member of’ the

: international Organization, at the hands of the Member which is conmitting these

acts of piracye.
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We are not discussing‘only the ethical aspects as measured on the scales of
the Israeli authorities. Also, we are not discussing only the»temerity of the
Israeli,régime in confronting, beyond all limits, all the values which the United ‘
Nat‘i*on's-‘ has been established to protect, and to protect-, if n.ecessary, even by
force. But the question now is: what should the United Nations itself, as an
international organisation,'and the States Members do at’a time ﬁhen we call for
the maintenance of world Secutity and the preservation of specific standards in
international relations, in case of a violation with respect to which the United
Nations should take measures to stop the perpetrator and to curb the aggressor from
committing his aggression? B | |

The Israeli authorities fear, rather cannot face, the international penalties
concerning such actions referred to in the Charter. Then why do: they undertake
such actions? Do they believe that, apart from-the.remaininngtates of the world;
they are immune from punishment and can therefore do whatever they please wheneVer
they or one of their leaders or: organs finds it convenient?

This crime was committed in broad daYlight; before of“the'eyes of‘the vorld;
The Israeli authorities have perpetrated aggression against the sovereignty of the
Tunisian Republic, a fully so¥ereign State, in which a high official of the
. Palestine Liberation Organization,dtne’sole, legitimatefrepresentatiVe'of the
Palestinian people, a national‘organization which has its place in the United
Nations,‘was killed'along’withvother munisian and Palestinian»citizens. Wlll
Israel and the teirorist authorities now enjoy immunity from punishment at a time
when all the voices in the halls of the United Nations have tirelessly been calling

for combating terrorism and tertorists and for eliminating crimes and criminals?
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- The world expects'us to apply the United Nations Charter and to abide by the
’international obligations we all uphold in the Genera;,éssembly[ the Sixth
Committee and other organs dealing with the pfoblems and acts of terrorism.

The killing of Mr. Khalil al-Wazir, Deputy Chief of the Palestine Liberation
Organization Command, on the soil of the Republic of Tunisia by Israeli commandos
specialized in intermnational tertorism is. a terrorist and political: crime of
extremely serious dimensions. A crime has been committed against a high official
of the Palesting Libetétion Organization, Permsneﬁt Observer in- the United Nations,
while the sovereignty of Tunisia and the security,of its tertitqry,ﬁavg'been
violéted. We hope that'this crime will not pass without Israel knqwiﬁgithat:it
will have to pay the p:ice in full. '

We in Saudi Arabja'anh»we in: the Arab nation from the ocean. o' the: Gulf,
sﬁpport Tunisia and stand byeie inkp:oteéting its sovereignty and safeguarding its
security. We support the Palestine Liberation Organization in tepulsing: aigg)r,essﬂion.

~and terrorism against 1ts-officia1$.. We support the Palestinian: people in,theiﬁ
great uprising and: {n their glorious_st:uggle,lwhile they hail the caravans of
marty:s.and do not heépAOVen them, finding it cheap to pay the price of struggle
-and giving the most glo:ious'ekample of selffsacrigicg, no métter how dear it may.
be to recover their full rights Ln)their country., which,'Gdavwilling. willvbe
VictorioUS,in the end.

We hope that the Seéurity Counéi; wilL arrive at a resoidtion:that wilL be
fully in keeping with infernational commitmenté ana deter tér:g:ism ana curb.

terrorists,,&hether authorities or individuals, -

TheVPRQSIDENT: I thank the repteseniative of Saudi Arabia for his kind:

-words addressed to me.
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“In view of-the'lateness of the hour, 1 intend to adjourn the meeting now, The

next meeting of the Security Council to continue the consideration of the item its

agenda will take place this afternoon at 3 o'clock.

The_meeting rose at;l.OS p.m,




