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The méeting was called to order at 10.55 a.m,

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.
THE SITUATION IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES

LETTER DATED 29 MARCH 1988 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF TUNISIA TO THE
- UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (S/19700)

The PRESIDENT: In accordance with the decisions taken at previous
meetings on this item, I invite the representatives of India, Israel, Jordan,
Kuwait, thérLibyan Arab Jamahiriya, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia; the Syrian Arab

Republic and Tunisia to take the places reserved for them at the‘sidé'of the
Council Chamber. I invite the representative of the Palestine Liberation
Organization to take a place at the Council table.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Gharekhan (India), Mr. Joffe (Israel),

Mr. Salah. (Jordan), Mr. Abulhasan (Kuwait), Mr. Treiki (Libyan Arab‘Jamahiriya),

Mr. shah Nawaz (Pakistan), Mr. Shihabi (Saudi'Arabia), Mr. Al-Masri (Syrian Arab

Republic) and Mr. Ghezal (Tuhisia) took the plaées reserved for them at the side of

the Council Chamber; Mr. Terzi (Palestine Liberation Organization) took a place at

the Council table.

The'PRESiDENT:‘ I should like to inform the Council that I have received
"a letter from the representativekof Bang1adesh in which he rééuests tp be’ipvited
 to participaterin the discussion of.théiiﬁem on the Councii's égeﬁda.r.ln ’ v
'accordance with the usual practiée, I propose, with,the‘consent'df the cQuncil, to
“invite thaﬁ representative to paiticipéte~in the discuSSion,'without‘thé rightAio
vote, in aécordance with the rélevant‘provisioﬁs of,ﬁhe'Charger ;hd rule 37 of thei
Council's provisional rules of pfocedu:é._ -

'Theré being no objection, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Siddiky (Bahgladésh) took the place

reservéd for him at the side of the Council Chamber.



- JISM/MO ' . 8/PV,.2806

The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the Council that I have received

,é letter dated 14.A§ril 1988 from the Permanent Representatiye.of'Jorden:to the
United Nations, which reads as follows:_ o
 '1 have the?honour to request that the Security Councilfextend an
inv1tat10n under ruie 39 of its prouls1ona1 rules of procedure to
H.E. Mr. Engln A, Ansay, Permanent Observer of the Organ1zat10n of the Islamlc
Conference to the Unlted Natlons, durlng the Counc11 's dlSCUSSlOﬂ of the item
entitled 'The 51tuation in the occupled Arab terrltorles' " |
That letter has been published as a document of the Securlty Councll under the
symbol s/19773. If I hear no objectlon,vI shall take_lt tnat the,Counc11 agrees to

‘extend an invitation to Mr. Ansay under rule 39 of the Council's provisional rules

of procedure.
There being no objection, it is so decided.
I should like to inform the Council that I have received a letter dated

14 April 1988 from the Permanent Representative of Algeria to the United Nations,

which reads as follows:

"I bave‘the nonour to request that theFSecurity Council extend an
invitation under rule 39 of its provisional rules of procedure to
. His Excellency Anbassador Clovis Maksoud, Permanent'Observer of the League of

Arab States to the United Nations, durlng the Council's d1scu551on of the 1teml

entltled 'The 51tuatxon in the occupied Arab territories'.” : |

That'letter’has been‘published as a document»of the Security‘Councillunder the
symbol S/19776. bexl hear no objection, I shall take it that the Council'agrees to
'extend an invitation to Mr. Maksoud under rule 39 of its provisional»rulee of
procedure, |

vTherefbeing no objection, it is so decided.
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(The President)

The Securitybcouncil will now resume its consideration of the item on its
ragenda.' Members of the Council have before them document s/19780 which contains
the text of a draft resolution submitted by Algeria, Argentina, Nepal, Senegal,
’YugoslaVia and Zambia. ) - B y | o |
1 should 1ike to draw the attention of members of the Council to document
-s/l9779, which contains the text of a letter dated 14 April 1988 from the Permanent
Representative of Japan to. the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General.
The first speaker is the representative of France.
Mr. BLANC (France) (interpretation from French)- on behalf-ofbmy:— EERE
.delegation and on my own personal behalf,vI should like to espress to-you.'Sir,me =
oongratulations on ‘Zambia's accession to the presidency of the Council for the
month of April. I should also like to take this opportunity to express gratitude
to our colleague, the Permanent Representative of Yugoslavia, for the way in which
| he conducted the presidency during the month of March. “f'. :
» France continues to. be deeply concerned by the tenSion which has been o
kprevailing for more than four months now in the occupied territories of the West
Bank and Gaza and which, with ‘the passage of time, has entailed further 1oss of
human life. - |
| Since the clashes began the French Government has constantly spoken out
against these acts of violence and repression which can only increaSe mistrust and
bitterness and thus further delay efforts to bring about peace,_ This is why the
" French Government has frequently had occasion to warn the Israeli authorities and
ask them to abide by the obligations incumbent upon them under international law.
Quite recently it expressed its regret at steps to isolate the occupied Arab
' territories - steps taken by Israel scarcely on the .eve of. 'Land Day - and at the g

Israeli decision to close down the Palestinian Press Agency, a decision which
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(Mr.:Blanc,‘Francey i

infringes upon freedom of information.' As on’ 14 January, we have once again -
condemned the deportation of eight native-born 1nhabitants of the occupied |
"territories. | | | '

The French Government believes that such decisions - apart from being
,prohibited whatever their reason, by the provisions of international law relative
vi”'to the protection of civilian persons in time of war - are 1ikely to perpetuate the

o current state of tension in the occupied territories. f
,ihe continuation of this violence demonstrates,that‘the'present'state of
r.':affairs must not go on any longer,l All efforts‘should thereforefbe mobilized to
:iensu:edthat dialogue‘and neéotiatiOnffinally'Prevail”on-the hasis ofvmutual
re'cognition; But it is urgent that negotiations be started in order to bring about
'”-an overall political settlement that will ensure the safety of all States in the
:region and justice for their peoples. France remains convinced that convening an
-'international conferencevwith the participation of the perman=nt members-of the'
» Security Council and all parties directly concerned is the most realistic way to
: achieve a just and lasting peace in the Middle Bast. ~The French Government, for

© o its part, is resolved to make an active contribution to finding such a solution.‘,

The PRESIDENT- I thank the representative of France for hlS kind words

* ‘addressed to me.._,"*a~‘

Mr. DEI.PECH (Argentina) (interpretation from Spanish)-' First, permit me

fy'to congratulate you, sir, on. your assumption of the functions of President of the

"'.Security COuncil for - the month of April. Your diplomatic skills and proven

',,experience assure us of the efficient and professional conduct of our

i deliberations._ Our personal friendship and the excellent relations between our -

i-” countries, both of which are members of the Non-Aligned Movement, are a source of

j*special satisfaction for my delegation.
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(Mr. Delpech, Argenﬁina)

I take this occasion élso to‘gohgratulaté my dear friend the Permanent
Representatiye’of Yugoslavia, Ambassador Pejic, for the skill and efficiency with
which he presided over the Council during  the very buéy month of March. |

Before referring_specifiéaiiy to the critical question under consideration by‘
the Council, I should'likeAto sﬁate Aere my delegation's appreciation of the
efforts of the Committee of Seven in implemehﬁation of its mandate to follow
closely the situation in the occupied Arab territofies.~ We are grateful’forithé
valuable information"provided toithe'Council at the meéting bf 30‘Maréh last by its
Chairman, Mr. Ahmed Téleb Ibtahimi,»Minister for Foreign Affaitslof Algeria, and‘
several of its members,‘such as ;he Secretary—Generalrof the ‘League of Arab Stétes,
the Saudi Arabian Ministef of Stéte, Mr. Muhammad Masoud, and the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Syrian Atab Repuﬁlic. |

Yesterday marked three'months since ghe adoption of resolution 608 (1988),
which was adopted a few days aftér’the Céuncil's unanimous adoption of resolution
607 (1988). |

Today, as yésté;day, this body feels’oompelled‘to;éxp:ess its'views'on'the
latest events occurring in the Pélestinian‘ﬁerritorigs and other occupied Arab
territories which can.only fur ther heightén tensions  in an. already cfitical région.-'

In resolution 608 (1988), the Security Council not only'called upbﬁ.Isiael

"to rescind the ordér,to deport Palestinian civilians‘énd tb ensure the safe

‘and immediate return to the 6ccupied Palestinian territories of those already

depor teds;"”
but further reques ted

"that Israel desist forthwith from deporting any other Palestinian civilians

from the occupied territories”.
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(Mr. Delpech, Argentlna)

Not only were those injunctlons of the Council not observed but, in actual
fact, the deportations contlnued in def1ance of the organ upon wh1ch the United
‘Nations Charter has conferred the primary respcns1b111ty for ma1nta1n1ng
1nternat1onal peace and security.

Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War unequivocally sets forth a specific prohibition of
the deportation of civllians from occupied territories;

For these reasons, my delegation feels’dutv-bound to take part in this debate
in order once again to express my Government's serlons concern over the recent
deportation ofbpalestinian civilians and other acts of violence practised by Israel
in the occupied areas, such as the demolition of'hOuses,vbeatings and other inhuman
practices which are in dlrect and open violation of the aforementioned Four th
Geneva Convention of 1949. |

" The position of the Republic of Argentina on the conflict taking place in the -
Mlddle.East, a conflict whlch has continued for more than 40 years, is well known
by all.‘ Nevertheless, I should like to highlight here that the events of the 1ast-
few months have 51mply po1nted to the urgent need to f1nd a’ just and lasting
solution to the conflxct,ln that reglon. The Republlc of Argentlna fears that if
thls is not done, the confllct will take on new and dangerous characteristics which
would fur ther hlnder-the search for a peaceful settlement.

In this context, my delegatlon be11eves that the convenlng of an 1nternational
'conference under the auspices of the Unlted Nat1ons could provide the appropriate
'mechanism through whlch we could'emerge‘from the'present and ever-dangerous
lmpassee That conference, nith the participation»oftall the parties directly
concerned, would, in the last analysis and on-the basis of‘the relevant Security
Council resolutions, make it possible to restore to the peoples of the region the

peace which we all desire and which they so keenly deserve and need,
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The PRESIDENT 8 I»thant‘the represéntative of Argentina.for’hisztind
'-words addressed to me.}" i i e ‘ - ‘“ | ‘
Mr. KAGAMI~(Japan)- Sir, I wish to express my heartfelt congratulations
1on your assumption of the presidency of the Council. I am confident that with the
benefit of your outstanding leadership and diplomatic skills, the Council'
‘deliberations w111 prove fruitful. |

I also wish to thank your predecessor,VAmbassador Pejic“of Yugoslavia, for the
’excellent manner in which he conducted the Council's work during his presidency in
the month of March | ,

The deteriorating 51tuation in the occupied Arab territories has been the
focus of our attention 51nce last December and, despite our concerted efforts to
rectify the 51tuatlon, 1t is obvious that the recurrent violence in those ‘
territories is not subsiding. On the contrary, it appears to be escalating out of
'control. |

Japan 1s concerned in: particular about Israel 's renewed deportation of :;
-Palestinian c1v111ans from the occupied territories, deSpite this Council'sic
repeated appeals to Israel that 1t abide by its obligations under the
Genevatoonvention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War and

_ refrain from taking such actions.-' ‘ \ |

‘In accordance with' the report of the Secretary—General of 21 January 1988,
especially hlS recommendation that all the High Contracting Parties to the Fburth
Geneva Convention that have diplomatic relations with Israel use all the means at
the1r disposal to persuade the Government of Israel to change its position, Japan |

has on numerous occa51ons called on Israel to accept the de jure applicability of' E

‘the Convention and to abide by its provisions. ‘
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. Kagami, Japan)
 These deportations afé‘cieAriy in"violationtof the.COnvention,yand‘Japan has
V_no choice but to voice its condemnation of this action by. Israel Once again, E
‘Japan calls upon Israel to show its readiness to respect international law and to’

-act in accordance with the Fourth Geneva Convention.

As all ‘of us are well aware,vthe deteriorating situation in the occupied Arab’:"

territories underlines the need to find a just, lasting and comprehensive .
settlement of the conflict at the core of which is the Palestinian issue.’hl‘“
firmly believe that it is incumbent upon the international community and, in
particular, the United Nations, to undertake immediately renewed efforts to break .
the deadlock in the peace process. I asSure you, Mr President, that-Japan_is

ready to co—operate with any constructive efforts in this regard.A/g

The PRESIDENT I thank the representative of Japan for his kind ‘words
addressed to me.. - B | | . v v

' The next speaker is His.Ekcellency‘Mr Engin A.”nnsay;fpermanent Observer of
the Organization of the Islamic Conference to the United Nations, to whom the
.Council has extended an invitation under rule 39 of the prov151ona1 rules of
procedure.‘ I invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his
statement.v o

Mr. AﬁSAy-o Mr.‘fresident, I thankyyou forygiving me;this:opportunityito
_address the Council on'behalf'of‘the‘secretaryfceneral_of thevorganization of the'i
.Islamic Conference. SO o | : | .

At the outset,.Sir, I.extend to you our warmest congratulations on your
”‘assumption of the presidency of the Security Council for this month. We are
confident that your competence and experience will enable the Counc11, under your
,guidance, ‘to work effectively to face the challenges of the important questions

threatening international_peace and security.
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(Mr. Ansay)

I extend éur.thanks‘and appreciation also to your predecessor,

Ambassadbr Dragésla& Pejic of‘Yugoslavia, on the exemplary way in which he presided
~over the Coﬁncil last month;; | |

Onée égain thé Schrity Councii has been convened fo examine fhe_grave _
situation in the occupied‘Aiab territdrigs and the traéeéies and crimes being
committed every day by the Israeli‘occupation authorities againsﬁ»a people'that‘
refuses to submit to the will Qf'the occupying Powe: and its despotic poligy.

It is now mére than four'mpnths‘that the occupied Arab territories havé been
the scene of the wofst terror, fepression and suppressioﬁ'by'theEIsraeli occupying
authorities. The uprising of the Qaliant people of Paléétine agaihst 0ccupétion in
the»6ccupied‘Arab_territories is the result of 40 years of injusticé imposed upon
the Palestinian people, it,is not 6hly an uprisingvagainst the Qppressivé
socio-econbmicbpolicies-or~against the unjust civil administrationi it is the
heroic fight of a people in defence of its historic‘lahd, in defence of its
national identity aﬁd in defenée of its inalienable righivto sélf—determination and
the eé;ablishment df‘its indepehdént State on its hational te:riiory. The
rgvolution of the uprising Ealestiﬁién people today is yet another aSpect of the
question of Palestine and_the Middle East. |

Despite condeﬁnatién by the internationél community of the oppressive .
‘policies, which run cdunter to the letter and the spirit of Secu:ity‘Council
resolutions 605 (1987), 607 (1988) and 608 (1988), the Israell occupying suthority
is escalating its violent policies and practices against the'defendeless
Palestinian pebple.‘ The_hystéria of violence has_iﬁdeedvreachéd.SUch a stage fhat‘.
it has even drawn;criticism from many_israelis. The deathvof an Israeli gir; by a
bullet from the rifle bf;a‘déwiSh thtlef ironically brought about méhy»deaths‘and

injuries to the Palestinian inhébitéhts in the area and'the'demolition of 14 houses
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(Mr. saz)
in the village of Beita alone in the occupied Arab territories. The recent

~articles by Mr. John Kifner in The New York ‘Times of 9 and 11 April 1988 give an

:faccount of that incident and of the vicious policy of the Israeli occupation /"

forces. I believe all of us who have glanced through The NEW'YOIK Times this

.

morning have no doubt in their minds about the murderous intentions of those'
t;Israeli soldiers throwing poisonous gas ‘bombs insxde the house of an innocent |

"70-year-old woman, resulting in her martyrdom. e '
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Wlth the Councrl's permission, I shall quote very briefly from this morning s

edition of The New York Times-

. "'Hundreds of refugees have been treated in United Nations clinics for
.tear.gas inhalation,' a statement by the relief agency said. 'In some cases.
‘tear gas has been thrown inside homes, clinics and schools, where the effects/
are particularly severe.

‘ "'Agency doctors have also seen symptoms not normally connected w1th
: regular tear gas, and UNRWA is seeking 1nformation on the contents of gases
used in order to prov1de the proper antidote and treatment, especially for the
- most vulnerable groups,_such as pregnant women, the very young and the
elderly '
3 Another policy exercised by the Israeli occupation authorities is the
deportation of 1nnocent Palestinians, contrary to resolutions 607 (1988) ‘and 608

-€1988) of this body and to. the prov1sions of .the Fourth Geneva ConventLOn, whlch

. ptOhlbltS,lﬂleldual or mass transfers by*force, as well as deportations of -

protected persons from occupied territory to the territory of the occupying Power
.or to any other country. | ‘

The profanation of Holy Places, accompanied”by harasSment of Muslim'faithful B
'during their prayers, has reached such a degree that recently the so—year-old
' Sheikh Saad Eddin El-Alami, Head of the Supreme Islamic Counc11 and Mufti of Al
Quds Al Sharif, was personally attacked by Israeli soldiers after Friday prayers “in
the Haram Al sharif on 1 April. | .

In this connection, the Secretary-General of the Organization of the Islamic'
Conference (OIC) in a message addressed to the Secretary~General last week
expressed the 1ndignation and deep concern of the States members of the OIC over
the criminal aggression perpetrated by Israeli occupation troops against a

~* congregation of worshippers and against His Eminence Sheikh Saad Eddin El-Alami,
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:;vwhich has aroused profound anger among the more than 1 billion Muslims throughout

e;the world.
One way or another all this has to come to an end ;The use'of poisonous.gas~'
against innocent old ‘women and children must stop. Deportations must end
rforthwith The profanation of Holy Places and harassment of the faithful must
_ stop.v ALl this has to stop for ‘the sake of the Palestinians and for the sake of
- the'Israelis_themselves, and it hasvto'stop for the sake of humanity»andbworld
; peacé,f S . e RN &

" Just recently the Seventeenth Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers, held in

'“"Amman, Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan from 21 to 25 March 1988 decided to name that

”-meeting 'The Session of Islamic Solidarity w1th ‘the Palestinian People“'as a -
‘tribute to their valiant uprising in occupied Palestine. .

That Conference hailed with pride the heroic uprising of the Palestinian Arab
”people against the heinous Israeli occupation forces in defence of their homeland |
" and their inalienable national rights. It reaffirmed the unflinching stand of the A
Islamic States to support the Palestinian people in their ongomg struggle until
the total withdrawal of Israe11 forces from all occupied Palestinian territories,‘
fincluding the Holy City of Al Quds Al Sharif.. The Conference reaffirmed its
',_rejection of any partial and indlvidual solutions which would disregard the
:linalienable rights of the Palestinian people or ignore the’ Palestine Liberation o
Organization (PLO), their sole, legitimate representative. The Conference
condemned Israel s expansionist policy and continued occupation of Arab lands and f
' denounced 1ts coercive measures in violation of ‘human rights as well as the
‘}imposition of an eccnomic stranglehold on the population to fcrce them to end their
; courageious uprising. It deplored the policy of the United States of America of
idisregarding the PLO and providing support to Israel. The Conference mandated its

hvSecretary-General to maintain contacts with the Secretary-General of the United
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"Nations and.with other regional and international organizations w1th a view to i
fimplementing Security Council resolutions 605 (1987), 607 (1988) and 608 (1988) and ¥
Vsecuring the application of the provisions of - the 1949 Fourth Geneva Convention A
? relative to the Protection of . Civilian Persons in Time of War. AThe Conference alsof
decided to_set upJSupport for'PalestIne Committees throughout theuIslamic world to
"express solidarity with ‘the Palestinian people and to provide them with material
and moral assistance, to request information institutions in Islamic States to
intensify their coverage of news:on the_uprising in occupied Palestine,‘to exert
all possible'effort on:the relevant authorities‘in nonemember‘countries to’denounce
'”.racist Israeli crimes and to organize an international public opinion campaign to
: Acondemn Israel.and expose its practices and designs. ’, | |
On behalf of the General Secretariat of the Organization of - the Islamic
-Conference and its membership, I should like once again to reiterate before this
gathering that the Security Council has the responsibility to . take immediate j:‘“‘r
effective action in order to force Israel to- put an end to its expansionist and
.terrorist practices and to accept the United Nations resolusions. Greater efforts
- should be made to convene an international peace conference on the Middle East

under the auspices of the United Nations, with the participation, on an equal

-footing, of all parties concerned including the Palestine Liberation Organization,”

and the permanent members of the Security Council in order to seek a comprehensivebr .

solution to the question of Palestine and the Arab—Israeli‘conflict'based on
i szraeli withdrawal from all occupied Arab territories and implementation of the

'inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.

In conclusion, I should like to express the overwhelming desire of the’

‘-,Organization of the Islamic COnference and the Umma that the draft resolution

before the COuncil - which, we have no - doubt, will be adopted unanimously - will

reach the stage of implementation.
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The PRESIDENT-' I thank Mr Ansay for his kind words addressed to me.

:vThe next speaker is His Excellency Mr. Clovis Maksoud, Permanent Observer of
. the I.eague of Arab States to the United Nations, to whom the Council has extended
"v‘an invitation under rule 39 of its provisional rules of procedure. I inva.te him to |
take a place at the Counc1l table and to make his statement. ‘ | |
| T Mr MARSOUD: ' I should like to express the appreciation of the League of '»
Arab States for the kind invitation t.he Security Council has extended to me.,

| I take this opportunity to congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption of the
_}presidency of the COunciJ../ You are well-known for your wisdom and diplomatic

" commitment to peace and liberation. as is your country, w1th which the Arab world :

o has affectionate and cordial relations. I wish also to extend my appreciation and

that of the League of. Arab States for the manner in which your predecessor, the
: Permanent Representative of Yugoslavia, conducted the affa irs of the Security
Council during a very crucial month. |
| The Security Council is. meeting once more to deliberate on the s:.tuation 1n
",the occupied Palestinian and Arab territories. It is meeting amidst many confirmed‘
, reports which have been elaborated by the various. speakers who appeared before the '
| COuncil yesterday.‘ SOme of the reports and some of the documented facts are. indeed ‘
.:mind-boggling, because they coincide at a. time in history when the entire world -
’ not only the Jewish constituency everywhere - is attemptmg to remenber and reflect_'
: .upon the lessons of the holocaust, because the holocaust was one of the most
;'. dreadful aberrations in contemporary history, because it was predicated
' _i.philosophically on selecting a particular faith and group of people as targets of

’ ':systematic discrimination, persecution and ultimate killing.
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(Mr. Maksoud)

It 1s ironic that while we try to learn the lessons of the past a sort of 1933
is being reenacted in the occupied Palestinian territories today. It is not, of
course, mass-murderr The holocaust was the culmination of a process, not the o
‘initiation of one. deay, Palestinians who are in the occupied territories '
-:ﬂshouldering the historic responsibilities of ending the occupation of their :
.homeland are being subjected to tyrannical and systematic oppression,

discrimination and persecution.,'

Such is also the pattern on which the occupying authority is creating both its_

= behaviour and its obJectives of achieving permanent disfranchisement of the

Palestinian people, the alnost permanent dispossession of the Palestinians in their
homeland,‘and of ruling out any peaceful option that would enable them to exercise

their inalienable right to self—determination. That is the situation, heightened

' ‘hby the international community s awareness of the deadly weapons being used againsti

innocent civ1lians, and by the deportations" the virtual dumping of the deportees.

- in the south of Lebanon in the so-called security zone - as if Israel were

maintaining that "security zone" as a dumping ground to’ help it persist in its
violations of 1nternationa1 law and the GeneVa Convention.-,"

: However, Israel does,not consider'itself'in violation of'the Geneva Convention,
precisely because 1t does not consxder 1tse1£ accountable to the articles of the
Geneva ConVention, and’ 1t does not consider itself accountable to the Geneva o
Convention because 1t does not consxder itself an occupying Power. And becauSe it -
*does not consider itself an occupying Power. it is in fact a claimant Power.i It isfi

behaving as if it were the heir to the territory which it occupies in violation of
all United Nations resolutions, of the world consensus, of international 1aw and of‘
" the Geneva Convention., It is this discrepancy that has repeatedly rendered Israel

in contempt of . the Security Council because it has never admitted at any time
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since the occupation in 1967 that 1t 1s an occupying Power. -This 1s_the

- fundamental stumbling-block to any peace effort.:

I do not want to go into the types of persecution that are taking place. I do .~

not want to reenumerate all that is taking place today against the people of
Palestine. But, like many representatrves, I was struck by the spectre of armed
settlers wreaking havoc with the destiny of the people in the occupied territories
‘when one of their own was, regrettably, killed by another settler - inadvertently,
‘acc1dently or deliberately is not the 1ssue - and by the venom displayed by the -

agents provocateurs who then went into that small town to sow fear and devastation.

‘even though it was known that it was not,the Palestinians who had killed the girl.
It was as if those.illegal,’armed vigilante—settlers had had.their-prejudices
-interrupted by the facts, It is,that.interruptionlthatsheightened their_wickedness'
‘and made them’intent on the continued pursuit of mutilatingbthe national and
demogr aphic character of the occupied territories by bringing out the worst in the_
Israeli—zionist establishment. - | s
Parenthetically, here I must say that this whole upr1srng has also brought
out the best in the Jewish humanist tradition~l many intellectuals, artists and:
even some politicians throughout the world Jewish community have articulated their
outrage at the behaviour pattern of the Israeli occupation, which functions as 1f
it were the legatee of the Jewish heritage and the Jewtsh destiny. Ifyanything has
vbeen brought.out in the last few weeks and months, it is the brutality ofsthe
" Israeli establishment and the humanity of Jewish values and traditions. » ‘
It is in that respect that the uprising, this liberating movement, 1s not only ‘
achieving a refocusing on ‘the central issue invthe Middle East, namely, Palestinian
rights, and is not only helping to achieve progress towards Palestinian 11beration,'

but is, in a way, 1iberating 1ts very adversarres from the dehuman121ng process the
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.Israeli-zionist establishment is;pursuingr. It is in that respect that the uprising.'
‘beoomes not only a Palestinian—Arab upris1ng but a worldwide human phenomenon.'
Furthermore, when the Security COunc11 last met and, technically, adjourned,
':hjit was hoped that those who were trying to. salvage the peace option in “the Middle
East through unilateral 1nitiatives ejsuch ‘as those undertaken by Secretary Shultz

in recent weeks - would meet with success._ The veto exercised by the United States,

in the month: of February on a draft resolution that was in many ways not so severeu; o

'to put it mildly - many people even treated 1t as almost inn0cuous -‘now appears 1n"‘;

retrospect to have been not ‘SO much on the substance of the draft resolution as it
was on the functxon of the Secutity Council and on its role in order to pave the
:way for an 1nit1at1ve undertaken by a global Power towards which it is necessary to

yact with deference when it comes to its operational diplomacy.
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: Secretary_Shultzrwent_twiceftovthe region‘andlhad intensive=discussions-
-examining the,issuesafrom all sides.f But,thowever-meritorious the motives.might
" have been,'the(input of energy was,'unfortunately, not matchedxby'an output of
'results, because simultaneously with that initiative Israel hardened its pOSition. .
~It began to use vocabulary unprecedented in- nndern parlance, vocabulary that has
-been repeated here, such as references to grasshoppers and insectiCizing .the :
population of Palestine, confirming and ratifying the very racist contempt of the
Israeli Zionist. establishment for the population. ,-:"

I Faced with this hardened and heightened raCist approach, Secretary Shultzf
”’discovered that the incremental permiSSiveness the United States has historically
) shown towards Israel's objectives was still a factor paralysing the possibility of:h
: generating a positive response by the intranSigent Israel Secretary,shultz went
Vand came back. He met with two distinguished Palestinian—American professors to
broaden the framework of resources to achieve an inching towards ob:ectivxty -iand
o all hell broke loose. One of the results was to expedite the reSignation of the
representative of Israel to the United Nations. But, more important, the Arab
League delegation met with Secretary Shultz and had a frank and open dialogue,.
B ﬂbecause we have learned from the United States experience in pragmatic diplomacy

'1that it is better to be frank and open.-_.‘ |

X should like to share very briefly with the members of the Security Council |

»an impression of the result. Let me say at the outset that the divergences ‘in our

iviews do not necessarily pre—empt continued dialogue. Invthat respect there is an
.element of positivism., We are cognizant of the fact that the American

1Administration is becoming more senSitized to some of the conceptual aspects of our

o ,concerns. The United States Administration was sensitive to the idea that an

v 'international conference should be undertaken. But there was a divergence of
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opinion on the nature, the function, the mechanism of that international
- conference. The American position tended to be that the international conference
should be a blend between ceremoural and an inoperative mechanism.‘ ‘We consider :'
that the United Nations—sponsored international conference should be- ongoing, well
‘prepared, well ‘structured and fully mandated to conduct simultaneous discussions
'and-negotiations on,a1l<the issuesrarising from the ArabeIsraeli'conflict, on the
’pbasis of the jurisprudence that the variouscrelevant_resolutions of the United
‘Nations have~c1ear1y:spelled’out.”" e
: Furtheruore, although there'waS'a’divergence of opinion there'was an

acknowledgement that ‘the United States had become more sensitive to the need for a
Palestinian contribution. ‘But the £ormula that the United States provided was -
definitely inadequate because the Palestinian delegation, in -our view, is the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), because the PLO is not only - as 1 have:
often stated here - the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, but is
: for the Palestinians the framework of their peoplehood, it is a state of mind for
the Palestinian people in the absence of their State, the articulation of their
national identity in the absence of their national citizenship. For that reason
any attempt to circumvent the representative character of the PLO means that there
| is no seriousness in proposing negotiations, because there is no consequence to any
negotiations in which the PLO is not a full and equal partner.‘

The third, and perhaps more relevant, aspect of our divergence of opinion with’
the Secretary of State on this issue is that Secretary of State Shultz s plan
env1sages an interim period and then ultimately discussion and negotiation of the
ultimate status of the territories. We differ on that because we believe that the |
: tlght of the Palestinians to self—determination is not negotiable.. Israel_sf

withdrawal from the occupied Arab territories is not negotiable. What~we negotiate
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is the structuring of the outcome, its phasing, the circumstances in which it is ‘.
: created, we do not negotiate whether or not the Palestinians have a'right to
1’self-determination' we do not negotiate whether or not Israel should withdraw from .
. the Arab occupied territories.v ‘We negotiate the outcome that has been spelled out
_in all its parameters by the various United Nations resolutions. In other words,
negotiations are a preferred methodology to achieve and salvage the peace option.

' However, they are not a fishing trip, a vehicle to discover an outcome; they are
| the vehicle to determine the structuring of the outoome. o v |

| That is very important, since Israel has repeatedly resisted the notion that

in the occupied territories it is an occupying Po«:er. That.stumbling—block

requires that we oome to the realization that as long as Israel does not .

-'acknowledge that 1t 1s an occupying Pwer, and therefore oonsiders 1tse1f
’unaccountable to the Geneva Convention and the resulting international laws, the
Security Council will always fmd itself hamstrung, almost to the extent of

‘paralysis, in bringing Israel to comply _Wlth fits’will and »its _res_olutions.
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. If the Israelis feel they can pursue their objectives unhampered by the
' ;necessary moral. pol1tica1 and diplomatic intrusiveness of the world body because i
‘they feel that at this moment the American positiOn is faced with the inevitability ’
; of a presidential campaign, in which we hear some of the presidential candidates :
'vying to compete on who can embolden Mr. shamir more in the pursuit of his o
fintransigence and the brutalization of the situation, then perhaps Israel thinks it
: 1has more’ time to buy to pursue its objective of emptying the Palestinians of their. =y
;fcapacity to pursue their legitimate struggle.' E | kS |

But let me, 1n conclusion,rstate that when the 1nterna1 leadership of the

= upriSing asks the shopkeepers to open at a particular hour and the Israeli

occupation authority asks them to close and forces them to open at another _
‘,particular time, when the shops in Ramallah or Nablus are opened forcibly by the

'yIsraeli occupation, they are opened unattended, and nobody goes in to buy or sell,if'-'

*___there has not’ been one incident of looting in the occupied territories.

What you have in the occupied territories is the setting in nntion of a
vcorrective on a11 levels. 3 & corrects the refocusing of the 1nternationa1
community on the centrality of the Palestinian question. It refocuses on the

determination of the Palestinian and Arab/people to end all forms of occupation. 3

It sets 1n motion a corrective of our very adversaries, who - might, in seeing the _:;:.

visibility of the brutality of Israel s establishment try to reassert their inner
humanism and sensxtiVLty. ' ‘

o The PRESIDENT: I thank Mr. Maksoud for his kind words addressed to me.' :

k The next speaker 1s “the representative of Bangladesh I_invite him to take a_
. place at the Council table and to make his statement

CME.. SIDDIKY (Bangladesh).. It is a matter of pride and pleaSure for my

,,delegation to see you, sir, occupying the presidency of the Security Council, not ],;..

© " only because of your prodigious abilities and personal qualities but also because f
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'my people hcld your country, Zambia, close to their hearts.- o
‘at the same time might 1 compliment your distinguished predecessor,

Ambassador Dragoslav Pejic of YUgoslavia, on the remarkable leadership he imparted
to the COunc1l in the preceding month " He was able to vindicate the trust his
' friends and’ admirers had placed in him._’ |

N It is a matter of profound sadness not Just for me but for all who are - .
gathered here, and even for others beyond these halls, to see . the international
l‘community so inert and helpless against the vile and disdainful actions of an’
‘i.entity that has chosen to turn a deaf ear to the voice of reason and sanity. Worst
1lof all, it has seen fit to ignore lessons 1t should have drawn from its cwn sad

- past and regrettably, even at this very moment it refuses to see the writing on '
the wall The consequence, for a11 of us, can be horrendous. | |

- This year so far _the Council has met half a dozen times to deliberate upon the ‘
very subject for which we are gathered today.s This respected body, the embodiment‘f
of the desire of nations for peace, has adopted resolutions 607 (1988) and d A
- 608 (1988). We are all aware of their contents.x We are all bewildered by the '
iutter contempt the Government in Israel has displayed for those wise urgings.r Not -
'._ only has it illegally expelled eight more Palestinians to southern Lebanon- it has ,’
Vadded insult to injury by reportedly deciding to deport 12 others.

| The expulsion of innocent civilians from their hearths and homes is ‘not the
vcnly crime the authorities in Israel deem fit to commit. We need only open a
'newspaper or tune in the radio or television anywhere in the world today to read
about hear and observe the tragic ordeal of the Palestinian people. How do we ’ |
vexplain to our children that the fascism we . decided to eradicate, and claim to have;‘
eradicated, at the sacrifice of millions of lives in the Second World War still
survives and is being tolerated? ch do we explain to the children of Palestine

our inaction in the face of their tribulation?
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Yesterday our distinguished colleague and brother Ambassador Terzi of the
Palestine Liberation Organization commented that we might not find Beita, a tiny

v1llage in the occupied territories, on the map. But Beita is now indelibly '

imprinted in our minds as an example of what terror man ‘can’ wreak up0n man, in much .

the same way as Guernica was in the days of the Spanish Civil War.‘ We'all,now know -
‘how.the Israeli girl was killed. we deeply regret her tragic demise.: But we’are
: repelled at the barbaric atrocity that the Israeli authorities let loose in ‘the i
village ,accompanying their false accusations.

To . enumerate the list of crimes perpetrated by Israel would take longer than
‘the time we. have at our disposal ~Israel must know that shooting innocent men,
‘women and children, razing their hearths and homes: to ‘the ground depriving them of
food and water, robbing them of not just their rights but their human dignity
cannot endear Israel even to its friends.jf
| | The defilement of holy places and the harassment of the faithful, and

.particularly the action taken by the Israeli authorities against Sheihk Saad Eddin

- El—Alami, Head of the Supreme Islamic Council, who was. assaulted and beaten in-

E Haram Al Sharif, in Jerusalem, have shocked and enraged us all.' I cannot imagine
that the people of Israel would themselves endorse the repression committed by ;f‘
those who claim to represent them. The Palestinians have risen together in. unique ‘"l
passxve resistance. I am positive that more and more right-thinking men, women and.,
children of Israel,WOuld join them in their glorious ‘cause. » | o ‘
‘But what must the Council do? Can it afford inertia? Surely time is of the
essence. Every day the tragedy continues to mount. The Council must intensify
-action to ensure Israeli compliance with the Geneva Convention of 1949 for the
”‘protection of civilian persons in time of war.‘ If Tel Aviv does not heed the
COuncil's formal resolutions, it is the bounden duty of all Members. individually

and severally, to try and persuade the Israeli authorities to. behaVe humanely.
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_comprehensive, just and lasting solution to this intractable issue. The first step
would be the convening of the International Conference on the Middle East 1n7
accordance with General. Assembly resolution 38/58 C. The same view was expressed
only last month by the Nordic Foreign Ministers.: Bangladesh believes the path to
the solution of the crisis lies in such a conference, for much more than many, my'
"people is aware of- the pangs of occupation., But then in such a meeting the
Palestinians must be represented by their sole, 1egitimate representative, the.
Palestine Liberation Organization, or else ‘all such efforts would come to naught.

We commend the efforts of the Secretary—General in the cause of peace. I conclude_ﬂ

in prayer for its success."



- BG/10 S s/pv.2806
S S 3

The PRESIDENT-. I‘thank-thefrepresentative of Bangladesh for the kind
iwords he addressed to me.j- '

Mr YU Mengjia (China)(interpretation from Chinese). The Chinese

. delegation is very pleased to see you, the eminent represantative of friendly
*Zambia, in the Security Council Chair this nonth and is. convinced that the Council
.w111 benefit greatly from your dynamism, talents and rich diplomatic experience.‘ I
pledge you the close co-operation of the Chinese delegation during the discharge of
the noble mission entrusted to you. ;:'
1 should also like to express our sincere appreciation to Ambassador

Dragoslav Pejic for his successful performance in guiding the Security Council'
wor k last month ‘

| since the upriSing involving the entire Palestinian people in the occupied
vArab territories broke out last December, the Security Council has met on quite a
few occasions to deliberate on the situation in the occupied territories and
'adopted three relevant resolutions. Those resolutions, giving expression to thev
_oommon w111 of the international community, condemned the Israeli authorities'
.poliicies and actions violating the rights of the Palestinian people in the
occupied territories- and demanded that Israel, as the occupying Power, abide by
the Geneva convention relative to the Protection of civilian Persons in Time of War .
and stop deporting Palestinians..‘ | | i Fasy

However, ‘to our indignation, the Tsraeli authorities, with their customary

_arrogance, have treated those resolutions with contempt and continued to intensify
.their suppre331on and slaughter of the Palestinian people. What is more, they have,
_'even impudently declared that they will crush the Palestinians like grasshoppers.b-' |
’1Consequently, the number of Palestinians killed, wounded, detained and deported is »j‘

on the rise and the Situation has deteriorated even . further.
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Confronted with the brutal policies and actions of the Israeli authorities, it is
'incumbent upon the Security Council to voice 1ts condemnation and take forceful
measures in response.v' ‘» | »7 o | |

The whole world bears witness to the fact thaf the Palestinian people have not

'been cowed by Israeli violence.» Their pOpular struggle against brute force is |
”_‘developing in scope and depth, pounding on the rule of Israeli occupation ‘with

unremitting and powerful force. It also demonstrates to the whole world that the .
.trend towards ending the Israeli illegal military occupation is irreversible and

that the Palestinian people is bound to achievefits goal of regaining its national
.rights. | A

The developmentsvin the occupied Arab territories .and the worsening 51tuation
there demand that the Security Council take further and more effective steps to '
.compel the Israeli authorities to implement the relevant Security Council
‘resolutions, stop forthwith their suppression and practice of deportation against
the Palestinian people in the occupied territories, protect their life and personal
safety,fand ensure their basic rights to survival.

At the same time, the 1nternational community should step up 1ts efforts with

a. renewed and greater sense of urgency to promote vigorously the Middle ‘East peace
.process through individual or collective 1nitiatives, in: order to seek a fair,‘yx
comprehensive and lasting settlement of the Middle East question, including the
question of Palestine which- is at its very heart.p “The" Chinese delegation is ok
convinced that the convening of an international conference under United Nations
auspices is an effective way to seek Middle East peacer Based on: those 3
considerations, the Chinese delegation supports the draft resolution spons0red by t
six non—aligned countries. . |

In its statement in the Council on 28 January of this year, the Chinese

_delegation pointed out that, as far as the Middle East is COncerned,,it is no -
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longer possible to maintain the status quo,. and to try to. do so will omly ‘
exacerbate ‘the srtuation., Developments in the region have made it amply clear that-
a comprehens1ve, Just and reasonable settlement of the Middle East question brooks .
no delay. In the 1nterests of peace and tranquillity in the Middle East and of
léworld peace, the 1nternational community must redouble its efforts to revetSe the
dangerous situation caused by intensrfied Israeli repression and push forward the
Z.process towards a political settlement of the Middle East question. China is ready
l:JEo work together w1th other States to that end._v . - | f

The PRESIDENT; 1 thank the representative of China for the kind words he

'n addressed to me.

, Count YORK von WARTENBURG (Federal Republic of Germany)-' I should like

- to Joxn in the congratulatlons expressed to you, Sir, on your aSSumption of the
pres1dency of the Counc11 for this nnnth we have great confidence in your long
political experience and the objective and energetic way in which you will conduct
the Councll's work | ’
I wish also to’ express our sincere and warm appreciation to Ambassador Pejic
: ;for the great sense of responsibility and untiring personal dedication that
echaracterized ‘the performance ‘of his task to direct the COuncil's very heavy
e workload during the month of March. I should be grateful if the ’zugoslav
3Aelegation would convey that to him.
’ Our debate HOW'focuses on the grave upheavals which erupted on 8 Decenber 1987
_gin the territories occupied by Israel deay,,four monthsrlater,'these upheavals
| ﬁer51st with undiminished grimness.‘ These upheaveals have evidently originated .
,spontaneously, without any 1nfluence from outside.. They constitute a‘ciVil
&prising and that renders them all the more grave and makes their repercussions all-tv

Ehe more serious._"
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'i'his uprising cannot be put on a par with commando or terror actions directed
from outsxde against Israel. This uprising is the rebelliOn of a population whose ‘v_‘

youth is faced with the dire prospect of losing all hope. Acts of repression -and

rthe Settlements po].icy in the occupied territories aggravate the tensions further.
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In Israel grave dismay and deep concern about developments in the occupied
- territories are rife.r The methods applied there, especially the grave acts of
v1olence, raise also for many Israelis the question of what Israeli democracy
stands for and the question whether such measures are justified by Israel s -
~security requirements. | '

‘In Israel. too, therawareness grows that the status guo must be overcome.'_The
status guo in the occupied territories has become untenable.b The most serious
cause of the upheavals persisting since the beginning of December last year is to
“be found in the lack of any perspective in ‘the lives of the Palestinian population |
‘= from the political,.eoonomic and social aspects.‘ Disappointment at the fact that,‘
no- progress is being achieved in all the attempts at a settlement has sown
embitterment and despair among the youth ’ » |

e The situation in the occupied territories can effectively and lastingly be ;-

"changed for the better only through a comprehensive settlement of the political
conflict lying at its root. The most fundamental elements of such a settlement are,
the right of Israel to exist within secure and recognized boundaries, the right to
'self—determination of the Palestinian people, and the renunciatiOn of the threat ori
use of force. we and our European partners continue to regard an international
» conference under the auspices of the United Nations as the most suitable framework
ifor Setting into motion the peace prooess. ;y‘: |

In recent months, the Security Council in its resolutions 605 (1987),

‘A607 (1988) and 608 - (1988) repeatedly called upon Israel strictly to abide by the
fprovisions of the Fourth Geneva COnvention relative to the Protection of Civilian
:Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949.A e fully agree with the
Secretary-General who in his report on the situation in the occupied territories ofb

f3',21 January regards observance of the Fourth Convention as the most effective among
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. the presently available means . for putting an end to- human rights violations in the ‘
occupied territories and relaxing the situation._~-u
We sincerely regret that Israel in spite of the pertinent resolutions of the :

Security Council, once again resorted to the means of deportation and of collective

_'punishment, such as the recent demolition of homes., These measures are devoid of ~_ﬁ;'

»lany legal foundation.} The Government of my country,vtherefore, once nore urgently
appeals to Israel to apply the Fourth Geneva Convention to the occupied territories__r
and strictly to abide by its provisions. ' - ' E

’ The PRESIDENT- 1 thank the representative of the Federal Republic of

’Germany for his kind words addressed to me. o

Mr. BELONOGOV (Union of SOViet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from :

Russian‘). I should like to avail myself of this opportunity, Sir, to congratulate |
:fyou on your assumption of the responsible post of President of ‘the Security Councilf
'and express our conviction that your wide experience, diplomatic abilities and
‘:other eminent personal qualities will enable you effectively to guide the work of
\the Council._, ' | : | | i »

I should also like to express our profound gratitude to your predecessor, the
-'Permanent Representative of Yugoslavia, Ambassador Pejic, who made every possible
'effort to ensure the successful conduct of the work of the Security cOuncil in |
'dealing with its very heavy agenda last month. R ‘ | . |

RePOrts from the ocCUPied territories indicate that Israel has increased its-ﬁd{“
repression against the Palestinian population, Thousands of Palestinians have been,i
'arrested‘ the cur few has been widely applied- in violation of the Geneva Convention':
'of 1949 civilians are being deported and demonstrators have been fired upon, as a
‘ result of which the number of those killed and wounded is reckoned by the |

hundreds. Particularly alarming is the great evidence of the use - together with
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tear-gas - of another qas which produces a different type of symptom and is more
‘disabling. “ g | | B ‘

| The dauntlessness which has been evidenced by the Palestinian people, its
,'constancy in its struggle for its inalienable national rights against Israeli :
occupation, its determination which decades of violence and persecution have been

unable to. break, and continue to arouse among us Soviet people feelings of

admiration, solidarity and support.a , .

The events quite clearly indicate that neither military might nore cruel,
provocative armed repression on the part of the occupier is equal to the task of
‘quenching the aspirations of people to liberty. This is axiomatic and its
‘ correctness has once again been borne out by the popular uprising on the West Bank :
and in Gaza.

We are persuaded that there can only be one possible way out of the prevailing
situation ‘and that is . through a new political thinking, which here, as e1sewhere.
rshould become the main vehicle of policy underlying efforts to find a solution to
the Middle East problem should rely not on armed force, not on repression, but on
negotiation and an egual and pragmatic dialogue. |

In this c0nnection, I should like to - draw the attention of the members of the
Security Council to a statement made by the General Secretary of the Central
'Commrttee of the Communist Party of‘the-deiet'Union,-Mr. Gorbachev,«when he |
recently met in Moscow the Chairman of the ExecutiVe Committee of the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO), Yassir Arafat.‘ In expressing solidarity with the
selfless struggle of the Palestinian people, Mr. Gorbachev explained in the

following terms the soviet point of view regarding the substance of a settlement'
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'The most important prerequisite for a settlement is ‘the withdrawal of
Israeli troops from ‘the territories occupied in 1967, the west Bank of the
Jordan, the Gaza sector and the Syrian Golan Heights.f The Palestinian people f
is entitled to self-determination to the same extent that it is guaranteed to
the people of Israel. How the Palestinians make use of: this right is entirely-
up to them.» The most effective machinery to bring about a settlement is an

tinternational conference under the auspices of the United Nations., Its legal
foundation should be the acknowledgement by all those who participate in it of.
the force of - Security COuncil resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and the
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, including their right to ‘

self-determination._.
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'Representatives of all parties involved in the conflict would take part
. in the Conference, including the Arab people of Palestine, as well as the
':permanent members of the Security Council. The COnference would provide for a
/variety of ways 1n which the part1c1pants could interact and co-operate.
"'Regarding the role of the permanent members of the Security Council, it
‘awould be essentially to create a constructive atmosphere for the negotiations
Tat the COnference to proceed and to this end, they could inter alia either
.fcollectively or. individually put forward proposals and recommendations.

e

'Invitations to participants in the Conference would be sent by the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.f"
"'The Soviet Union would not be opposed to interim steps and_stages
towards a comprehen51ve settlement. However, they should be neither
'liconSidered nor carried out in the COnference unless they are geared to its
'.final purpose.‘ k ' | v ‘
iIt is’ quite obvious from what I have just said that the Soviet approach L
'envisages taking account of the points of view and interests of all concerned in
:the conflict. we should focus on a balance of interests.» ‘It is clear that any

attempts ‘to’ reach a settlement without taking into account a balance of interests

. of all the parties concerned - both the Arabs, including ‘the Palestinians, and

o Israel - would inevitably lead to deadlock because it would run counter to the

' 1ogic and the lessons of history.« ' 7
Another extremely important component of the normalization of the situation in.
the Middle East is the cessation of the arms race there, in particular becauSe it

"has changed since the conflicting and belligerent parties now possess the ‘means. ofvftl

-'.mass destruction as well as long—range missiles.:_f
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The Soviet Union has persistently promoted a just and comprehensive settlement.f

"of the Arab—Israeli conflict. We are. prepared to co-operate constructively with

all involved in this peace process. The United Nations is invested with sufficient I

authority and the necessary opportunities to impart a dynamic thrust to the process
. of a Middle East settlement. To that end the Security Council should immediately
‘Tproceed to take the steps necessary to prepare and activate the machinery for an
international conference on the Middle East, starting with what is most essential.
- the establishment of a preparatory committee., As it is to be formed on a bilateralv
‘and multilateral basis, we believe it wrll be possible to remove many of those
obstacles that stand in the way of such a oonference.: we are convinced that it is
s now time sincerely. seriously and honestly to set the process of a Middle East
'settlement on the main road to preparations for and the convening of an

*international conference. _

A As we see it, there is now every opportunity to: break out of the vicious cycle"

' of events in the Middle East. It is our hope that the Security Council will take

the necessary steps to initiate actual movement towards a just resoluticn of the

' Palestinian problem by means ofva comprehensive settlement It is also our belief 7
ithat the present consideration here in the Security Council of the situation 1n the_l‘
f»occupied territories will help to achieve that end. ‘ ‘ o
| - The Soviet delegation there supports the draft resolution submitted by six

: States members of the Non-Aligned Movement.

The PRESIDENT'V I thank the representative of the 50v1et Union for his

kind words addressed to me.
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Mr. BIRCH (United Kingdom of Great Britain ‘and Northern Ireland)- It is
a pleasure for me and my- delegation to see’ you,_Sir, presiding over the Council.
We know that the Council's work and deliberations are in the best of hands. I
should like also tO‘thank'your predecessor,,the Permanent Representative of
.Yugoslavia who led us through a very busy month w1th the greatest skill and
determination.
It»isyalmost four months since'thefcouncil last December adoptedvresolution'
605 (1987), a resolution which, among other things, called upon Israel to end its
, policies and practices which violate the human tights of the Palestinian people in
ithe occupied territories. It is over three months’ since the Council adopted
'nresolutions 607 (1988) and 608 (1988),,which called upon Israel to stop deporting
Palestinian civilians from the occupied territories. ‘
It is a matter of great disappointment not only to my delegation but I believe

;to all those around this table that the period since ‘those resolutions were adopted
has seen no improvement and, in many respects, a worsening of the situation.

| Details are. w1de1y available of brutal and ofteh indiscriminate actions
against civ1lians in the occupied territories. These actions have resulted inw
«'deaths, acute'physical injurieslandfdetention on“a'massive and arbitrary scale..‘
}wb':ia_apinion has’been shoched'and aisgus"ted - rightly so - by the widespre‘ad‘
:suffering of the civilian population of all ages and both sexes, resulting from a
.policy of violent repressiou and from the continuing failure of the authorities to

» ensure due restraint on the part of the security forces. That the occupying Power :
has declared openly the nature and purposes of its polic1es - to crush the

opposition by the use of physical force against civilians - has made these policies

doubly repugnant. -
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The provocative and often lethal actions of armed settlers in the occupied
territories against the inhabitants have drawn 1ncreasing attention. Collective ‘
punishments, includinq the demolition of houses, have become more common.v

Deportations in disregard of this Council's resolutions 607 (1988) and 608 (1988)
have again taken place. and more are envisaged.- Arbitrary economic measures have
been taken against the population, caus1ng hardship and suffering.vv-

This Council has long pointed out that such measures on. the part of the‘
occupying authorities are unacceptable. They are uore- they are 1mmoral, 111ega1

andfpolitically self—defeating. The purpose of the Fourth Geneva Convention of
1949 was to spare the world such abuses and such degradation to both occupied and

occupier alike._
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Israel, as a party to the Convention, has not only the legal obligation to

| apply its provisions in full but also the moral obligation to ensure that its .
'.ioccupation takes place “in accordance with the standards the Convention embodies.ii
' Israel occupies a special place in our regard. In the first half of<this |
century the Jewish people suffered from arbitrary rule, violence. discrimination

‘and attempted genocide. They were denied the status of equals in their own lands. N

fThey were persecuted and hounded,‘millions ‘to their death. Israel was founded as'a -

place where such dreadful events could ‘not and would not happen., For many of us,,,ﬂ
it is painful that echoes of- that old intolerance, that harsh belief in the right
Nof might, should be heard there today. We judge Israel as we do because we expect

j»more of her than of others ‘who do not share her history, her misfortunes, but above

':_all her great moral foundation.s . '

It is right, therefore, that this Council should again call Israel s attention‘

_ :to its grave concern about the situation in the occupied territories and express‘.,
‘.not merely the Council's desire for an end to the current violence but its hopes
:for a comprehensive, just and lasting settlement of the conflict which underlies

it Too often the Council's work to this end has been disregarded and:set aside.,.‘

‘At an earlier meeting on this subject - on 30 March - the representative of Israel i B

called upon the Council to give up rhetoric and to work for a peaceful settlement..
‘ May I assure him that what the Council has said and will continue to - say on thisA s
g subject is not mere rhetoric. It is the expression of ‘a wish for peaca»- the same 4‘
:peace that his country needs and desires.i It cannot_be found;through_repreSSion inkf

P

”:'the occupied territories. __;’

The PRESIDENT' I thank the representative of “the United Kingdom for his

'kind words addressed to me.
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It is ny understanding that the Council is ready to proceed £o the vote on the
.,draft resolution before it.r Unless I hear any objection, I shall put it_to_the .
vote. _ | S T o | o |

| There being no objection, it is so'decided VI shall first call on those
:”members of the Council who wish to make statements before the voting. -_ .

 Mr. BUCCI (Italy)-i I am very pleased to join the speakers who)have

‘preceded me in welcoming you, Sir, to the presidency of the Security Council for
‘-April. During the months. I haVe spent on the Council as’ the representative of my |
- country I have had the opportunity to appreciate your skills as a diplomat, your."
: knowledge of our" procedures and the wealth of your eXperience. My delegatiOn is =
pleased to see you occupying the presidency also because of the friendly relations
Vand ties existing between our two countries. . | B | |

: I should also like to convey our deep appreciation to your predecessor,
'Ambassador Dragoslav Pejic, a man of great professionalism and outstanding personal,
:qualities, who conducted the work of- the Security Council during the month of March
in an exemplary manner.,- B : n : . |

No one will be surprised if my country takes a favourable position on the

draft resolution under consideration. Our p051tion today is consistent with the
stand we have taken in the past regarding the tragic situation existing in the
- occupied territories. The problem of these territories is crucial Tb the extent
that it determines the fate of the Palestinians it is indeed at the centre of the
‘ crisis in the Middle East. v : | |

The events of the past five months prove that a postponement of the solutiOn K

‘to the. problem is untenable.
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My country hasbalready erpressed its views in favour of a political solution f:;‘
: which should result from an- international peace conference held under the auspices
Vvof the United Nations.j The 12 States members ‘of the- European cOmmunity have also )
:expressed their unequivocal support for this development..:’ .

Italy believes that the international conference, in which all the interested :
‘iparties, including the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), should participate,'
‘must £ind a comprehensive, just and lasting solution to the conflict.» In other

' words the conference should ensure both Israel's right to exist within secure,

l recognized and guaranteed boundaries and the Palestinians' rights, including the

s:right to self-determination with all that this implies. |

' In the mean time - and this is a logical consequence of our: conception -
"Israel, as the occupying Power, must observe in the occupied territories those

v7~norms of behaviour which are established in the Fourth Geneva Convention of |

12 August 1949, as the Secretary~Genera1 rightly notes in his report to the Council

-fof 21 January 1988 (5/19443). ' | | ‘7

We believe that the draft resolution under consrderation by the Security

Council today (s/19780) reflects these concerns of ours, and we ghall therefore

'vote in favour of it.

- T,he.P,RmmENT: I thank the representative of Italy for his kind words
-addressed to me. - '
I shall now put to the vote the draft resolution contained in document S/l9780.»e

' A vote was taken by show of hands.'v

. Im favour:_l Algeria, Argentina, Bra211‘ China, France, Germany, Federal
o B ”yRepublic of, Italy, Japan, Nepal, Senegal, Union of SOViet

.'ySOCialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern ‘

'streland, Yugoslavia, zambia:'

Against: .United States: of America
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.The,PRESIDENT:' The result of the voting is as follows- 14 in favour;"

one against, and no abstentions. The draft tesolutlon has not been adopted, owing

to the negative vote of a petmanent member of the Council

‘I shall now call on those members of the Council who wish to make statements

followmg the voting. o
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: nr. bKﬁN'(united states ofremerica)°r Sir, T would 1like to express‘our-
satisfaction at’ your assumption of the presidency.; Allow me to say that we have
~ full oonfidence in your skills, impartiality, experience and w1sdom, and we shall
look forward to working with -you - throughout this month.» Permit me also to thank
your predecessor at my left, Ambassador Pejic of Yugoslavxa. for the energetic and
'1skillful manner in ‘which he guided our efforts during the past arduous month.
| The United States has voted against the draft resolution before us today.

Once again the Security Councxl has been asked ‘to 1nject itself in an ad hoc manner
.in the complex issues of the Middle Bast. The Council has been presanted here w1th
fia text which, as my Government has. noted on previous occasxons, neither contributes‘
to ea31ng tensxons 1n the occupied territories nor to promoting the cause of peace.

Thls is the-fifth time that the Security Council has been asked to take up the
situation in the occupied territories sxnce the outbreak of violence there 1ast
:December.‘ The United States pos1tion on the applicability of the' fourth Geneva
A:gConvention and our oppos1tion in principle to deportations are well known and
remain unchanged. As we p01nted out on l February when we voted against a similar
u.draft resolution, however, we - do not regard this recurrent recourse to the Security »"
Council as befitting its authority,and prestige. The draft resolution before the
‘;Council today, as. its predecessor on l February, is redundant and inappropriate-
:its broad and sweeping condemnation of Israel contains not a scintilla of balance.
,it contains no appeal or request for calm.__‘
" As members of the Security Council are aware, the United States is engaged in’
ia major diplomatic effort w1th the parties directly concerned to try to bring about
the start of direct negotiations between Israel and 1ts Arab neighbours.v The

‘United States has put forward a proposal which we. regard as realistic and

-1i‘constructive. Thls proposal offers the best hope for a political solution to the

) B Arab—-Israeli conflict. ; It would lead to a comprehensive settlement assuring the N
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security of Israel and of all the States of the region, and ' the 1eg1t1mate rlghts
of the Palestlnian people. We would welcome the support of members of the Security
Council for this effort. We also ask. that the Council desist from rhetorical
exercises and draft resolutions which are not produetive and on;y cut aCress the
ijective of finding a real Qay to peace in the Middle East.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the United States for his

kind wofds eddreSsed»to me.

_ Mi. DJOUDi‘(Algeria)(interpretation from French): vsir, it is a'great i
source of satisfactioﬁ fOr.me'ehdvfor,the Algerian deiegation’to see you, the
representative_of a fraternal country with whieh.Algeria has relations of
‘ soliderity and elose cd—eperetion, pfesiding ever-the woik of the Council for the
month of April.‘ I am cohvinced‘that, under yeur léadership, the work of the
Council will lead to satisfactory results for all. I should also iike‘to payAa
special t:ibute.toiour‘friend,'Ambassador Pejic, fo: the manner in which he
performed hisg dutieé last month.

I think we must eay,_first, that the South_Africaﬁ and Palestinianﬁbeoéles are
condemned to be the reeipients‘of American vetoes. Mention has oftenbbeeh made of
the impotence of:the Security Council. ,Thateimpotence'results'from abﬁee of the
vete. On 1 February Ebe Zionists perceived the‘veto as an'encouragement.and es anv'

invitation to persecute Palestinians. Each war of aggression by ISraellagainst‘

Arab countries has been‘aﬁ occasion for new faigs aceomplis in ghe conquest of hew;
territories.v A mere glance at the changee thet have taken place on the map of the'
region since 1948 bears witness to_seceessive_aets of egg:essionvand terriﬁerial
‘spoils. Y |

On 22 December last, when consxderlng the quest1on of the occupied Palestlnian"
vterritories, the Security Council adopted resolutlon 605 (1987), in wh1ch,

~inter alia, it requested the Secretary-General



RM/14 e . §/PV.2806
- - o 58

{Mr. DJoudi, Algeria)

V'to examine the present 81tuation in the occupied territories by all means.
available to him, and to submit a report no later than 20 January 1988
vcontaining_his recommendations on ways'andﬁmeansvfor ensuring the safety and
| protection'of Palestinian civilians under Israeli occupation”.
when the 0ouncil next met itvvas'totconsider thosevtwo aspects ~ the
’protectionﬂofVEalestinianxcivilians.and»theirvfuture'f on the basis of the
Seeretary—Generalls report:' On 1 February also;rbased on the;secretarY—Genéralfs
_report and;onvreSolutionxﬁps’(1987), the‘¢ouncil debated‘again and, with near
,unanimity,’reached apbasic consensus'calling'for‘the occupyingdewer to comply-with
‘the Geneva Convention of 1949 relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
"Time of War and expre551ng the urgent need to achieve a comprehensive: settlement tok
‘the conflict. |
The Amer ican veto on 1 February not only bespoke a negative attitude towards |
the position of the 1nternational community but. also encouraged the policy of
annihilation being practised by the Tel'nviv authoritiesrin‘the'occupied,
.éalestinian territories. The result of'the massacreS'and mass imprisonments, the
: use of tox1c gases, the dynamiting of homes and the expulsion of Palestinian
"c1v11ians from‘their own land: 200 killed 5, 000 civilian prisoners and successive
deportations. | |
" Since l February many articles have appeared in the international press on’ the

deteriorating'51tuatlon and the encouragement_ﬁelt by the Tel Aviv authorities.

The Manchester,Guardian,of'18~Match 1938 ¢ontains an article from’whiChfI‘quote the

following excerpt.
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| (spoke in English)

*Civiltd Cattolica, the journal of Italian Jesuits, said some Israeli

“soldiers 'had resorted to methods which it would be ‘a euphemism to describe as-
_inhuman,* and’spoke of 'horrifying violence and 'clear outrages against
| humanity.* "'fl o | e | |
“'Faced with such a spectacle one cannot but think of more horrendous
: crimes, of those same. crimes the Jewish people endured in the worst periods of

' persecution when ‘they seemed destined to dlsappear, destined to the Final

Solution"“

_ (continued in Erench)_-

That statement does not, I think, require any comment onimepart; _
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Complaisance towards the 21onist authorities went so far as the 1mposition of
an almost complete news blackout on the presence of Arab Ministers who had come
here to raise the question in Wash1ngton and in New York, and on their discussions.

We are»here_dealing with respeot for the laws-and principles that should |
govern civilized society,'a societyvof nations which freely adhered to them on:

entering this Organizationr Such rules and principles should apply erga omnes to
all, | | - | ‘

_The'majority of‘members of‘the.international community oonSider thatmthe
Middle East problem requires a. just and comprehensive settlement, to be achieved
through an international conference under United'Nations auspices, with the
participation of the Palestine Liberat1on Organization (PLO) , as the representative
of the Palestlnian people. As the Secretary-General has rightly pointed out, there
must also be recognition here ‘in the Council of the principle of self—determination_
v for the Palestinzan people,_

Here I wish to ask::-why are some still.not concerned about thatrright'to
_self-determination- why do they invoke 1t only in the context of Eastewest
»oonfrontatxon’ We deeply regret and bitterly deplore the continuance of that
negative attitude by the United States towards the elementary essential rights of
the Palestinian people and the Arab peoples. The position adopted on 1 February
and confirmed today cannot be described as anything other than an obstacle to a
just and lasting settlement of the. problem of the Middle East, whose core is the
question of Palestlne. o | |

‘The Palestinian.people,has oiven too muoh proof of its'vitaiity'and'dynamism .‘
llhylts struggle for freedom for anyone to think of marginalizing it or having it

. dwarfed in any negotiation.}
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The‘purpOSe of the'hrutal and unjustified ooposition toithe'draft resolution
is nothing more nor less than to dlsqualrfy the’ Council from playing its proper
role under the Chatter - that of establishing and marntainrng international peace‘i

'and securlty - and to create an additronal obstacle to findlng a. ]ust and 1ast1ng‘
solution to the Middle East confllct through an international peace conference on‘

the Middle East, which everyone emphasizeS'ls the only valid framework for true

peace.

~The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of‘hlgeria‘for his kind words‘
addressed to me.‘ | |
The next speaker is the representatrve of the Palestine L1beratron
Organizatxon, on whom I now call.

Mr. TERZIY(Palestine Liberation 6rganization (PLO));"vThe.oerseuerance>of
our people under occupation is symptomatic'offour perseverance'here. We are in no
way discouraged; we have not lost faith in the Council. ‘Wehare eratefui,to the 14
other members of the Council that‘have taken a firm stand. vathe Government of
the Unxted States has chosen to 51ngle itself out, it is entirely up to that
Government. There is always a rotten apple in the barrel. Maybe it will see it
that way. ‘

What happened was not’unexpected. A Government that can addreSS the General--
Assembly and the International Court of Justice with disrespect’and'arrogance and
v tell the world "Irrespectiﬁe‘of any iegal obligation,hue«are going to dofit‘our
way" can do everything and anything. We can expect even worse from that
Government, a Government that frustrates the legal process, frustrates the

consensus and the attempts for peace and tr1es very hard to frustrate the work of

:the Security Council.
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It is redundant and rhetorical for the representative of the United States to,‘
say that his country has confidence in you, Mr President. What we need is

",_confidence in the Council. The President is the representative of the Council. so‘

_1t is not a personal matter that we are addressing here.
To what extent does the United States respect ‘the Council? To what extent

vdoes the United States respect the Charter? To what extent does the United States

really feel that it is part and parcel of this international community and that it .

:.should respond to the ncrms of'international law andtinternational consensus?
.'The representative of the United States, says. ,
*The COuncil has been presented ...,with a text which, as my Government has

¢noted on previous occasions, neither contributes to easings ensions in the :

o occupied territories nor to promoting the cause of peace. _ (supra, p. 56)
:The issue concerning the glorious uprising of our people has been before the }

Council.since December. Perhaps ‘the. representative of the United states will tell fi*
‘us what his Government has contributed to ease’ ‘the tension in the OCcupied

B territories, other than supplying more sophisticated toxic gas and hundreds of

-millions of dollars to the occupying Power and giving it all the protection that it
"'needs. what has the Government of the United States done towards easing the
rtension? How does it plan to proceed, when to this very moment the: United Statesv
denies the Palestinian people its right to self-determination? S
| ' This is a challenge°. let us hear the representative of the United States say ‘jh
-{Iin clear terms “The United States does recognize the existence of the Palestinian
‘~peop1e. It recognizes that that peOple has the right to self—determination, and
the United States will reSpect that right of the Palestinian people. oo 4 know. he

E will not. "He. cannot, because it is on record in the Congress that the United f
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States says that the Palestinian people s tight to self-determination is not
vconsistent with United States foreign policy.’ so’ what is 1t the United States
representatlve tells us about the legitimate rights of the Palestinians?

_Then we are told. that this is tedundant and rhetorical. Where 1s the
redundancy, when the Council affirms ‘the urgent need to achieve a comprehensive,

just and lasting settlement of the conflict? Maybe it is redundant in that they

should not send any ‘more new, sophisticated toxic gas or more machine guns.

By its position. the Government of the United States 1s defeating the purpose
of'the Charter. Maybe that is what 1t wants. I do not know. 'But 1 should like tot
hear from that Government that it is not trying to defeat the purposes and

R

jprinciples ‘of the Charter. "
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. we,are told that since the outbteak of“violenee, since’last’Desember, the
Council has taken up the situation. ﬁell, if people dojnot come to the Council,
v wnere do you think they shouldgo? what ‘v‘la»s the. Councii ‘m_ade for? what is its
mission in life? | |
| He says the’Council has met.so_many tines since December; Bnt I wonder if he
can recall how many hundreds of times the COuncil was‘convened to consider the ,
v derivatives of the brutalities of the Israelis. Should I remind him of 1978, of
'1982, and of all those occasions when the Council had to'meetk- even at 4 o'ciock
- in the motningf. . | |

How can we preserve the~authority and prestige of the Council? Only by
respecting it, by bespecting the wishes and the will of the international
community. ‘ |

We are told that the United States is engaéed in a majorvdiplcmatio effort
with the parties directiy ooncerned'to tsy to bring about the start of direct
negotiations between Israel and its.hrabnneighbours;. I think.the one who drafted
that is realiy a genius. it is.tryino to'bring about "the start®. The start of -
"what? Of direct negotiations between Israel and its Arab neighbours. My God, we .
are talking about Palestlnlans who are throwing stones, scores of Palestinians who
are being killed, Palestinian women who are losing their children because they have
inhaled toxic gas.  And we are told that the United States is still thinking,
'trying to start a negotiating process.

_What have we been here for, for at least the last 20 years? 'HaVe we not
really started? Or has the Government of the United States been in a long dream
and thus not heard about all the efforts being taken by the Secreta:y-General of
_the United Nations, by the General Assembly, by the Security Council 1.tse‘l_f? I

wonder. Have we forgotten all about the past activity of the Security Council in
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particular,’and the United Nations in general concerning the endeavours for a
comprehensive peace? Or is everythlng erased overnight, and now, all of a sudden,
" has the Government of the United States woken up one morning and maybe looked at -
the screen and said "Oh there is a problem in the Middle East between Israel and
its neighbours. Let us start trylng to think how we can end that problem."

~Well, it is too late in the/dey, because there is only one pfocess for peace,
and that one prooess for peace will take place in>this chamber_and bring ali.the
parties to the conflict together - and we know who the parties are, fnose boys who
are using the hol& rocks of the Holy Land tovdefend their rights -Vthey are ther
principal party. If theyrare not here at this table for the negotiations‘for
rpeace, then what do you expect? And bring thoserwho have troops, guns and toxic
gases to'the negotiating’table. '

Naturally, the Council has a duty. Its duty is vety ciearly spelt out in the

books:- to maintain peace and security. If the Unlted States feels that the
prOV1sions of the Council are not sufflclent, then I do not see how it can really

contribute towards peace.

The PRESIDENT: There are no further speakers for this meeting. The

Security Council has thus concluded the present stage of its consideration of the

item on the agenda.

The meeting rose at 1.05 p.m.



