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The meeting was called to order at 12,30 p.m.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.

LETTER DATED 15 APRIL 1986 FROM THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE PIRMANENT MISSION
OF THE LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THI! PRESIDENT OF
THE SECURITY COUNCIL (5/17991)

LETTER DATED 15 APRIL 1986 FROM THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE PLRMANENT MISSION

OF BURRINA FASD TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENY OF THE SECURITY
COUNCIL (S/17992)

LETTER DATED 15 APRIL 1986 FROM THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE PIRMANENT MISSION
OF THE SYRIAN ARAB REFUBLIC TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE
SECURITY COUNCIL (S.17993)

LETTER DATED 15 APRIL 1986 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF OMAN TO THE UNITED
NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECUKITY COUNCIL (S/17994)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Frenchy: I wish to infora members of
the Council that I have recelved letters from the representatives of Algeria,
Buzkina Faso, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, the German Democratic Republis, the Libyan
Arab Jawahiriya, Mongolia, Oman, Poland and the Sycian Arab Republic in which they
teduest to be invited to participate in the discussion of the item on the Council's
agenda. In conformity with the usual practice, I propose, with the congent of the
Council, to invite those representatives to participate in the discussion without
the right to vote, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter and
rule 37 of the Council's provisional rules of procedure.

There being no objecticn, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Azzarouk (Libyan Arab Jarahiriva) and

Mr. Al-Atassi (Syrian Arab Republic) took places at the Council :tabley Mr. Djoudi

(Algeria), Mr, Ouedraogo (Burkina Faso), Mr., Velazco San Jose {Cabal, Mc. Al-plfi

{Democratic Yemen), Mr. Hucke (German Daomocratic Republic), Mr. Nyamdoo (Mongolia),

Mr. Al-Ansi (Omanj, and Mz, Noworyta (Poland) took the places reserved fcr them at

the side of the Counicil Chamber,
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The PRESIDSENT (interpretation from French): The Security Council will
now begin consideretion of the item on its mgenda,

The Security Council is meeting today in response to the reguests contained in
the following documents. S/17991: letter Adated 15 April 1986 from the Chargé
d‘'Affaires ad interim of the Permanent Mission of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to the
United Nations addressed to the President of the Security Councily S/17992;
letter dated 15 April 1986 from the Chargé d’Affaires ad interim of the Permanent
Mission of Buikina Faso to the United Nations addressed to the President of the
Security Council; 85/17993: letter dated 15 April 1966 from the Chargé da'Affaires
ad interim of the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United
Natjons addressed to the President of the Security Council; and 5/17994: 1letter
dated 15 April 1986 from the Permanent Representative of Oman to the United Nations
addressed to the Presidant of the Security Council,

The members of the Council hauve before them document 8/17990, contalning the
text of a letter dated 14 April 1986 from the Acting Permanent Representative of
the United States of America to the United Nations addressed to the Puesident of
the Security Council.

The first speaker is the representative of the United Arab Emirates.

Mr. AL~-SHAALI (United Ardb Emirates) (interpretation from Arabic):
Mr. President, Y apologize for not addressing congratulations to you at the outsat,
bevauze I caniot at the sare time express congratulations and condolences. Indeed,
in these sad circumstances, in which Arab citizens have been the targets of a
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international peace and security, the least we can do is to address cur condolences

to their loved ones and to the aArab people.
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(Mr. Al-shaalli, United
Arab Emirates)

I do pay tribute to your diplomatic skill, Sir, and to the position of your
tcisndly country, France. I should also like to expreas our sincere thanks to
Ambagsalor Ole Bierring for the skill with which he conducted the proceedings of
' the Council last month,

Since the end of the last Security Council meeting, circusstances regarding
the agends item have changed. I was prepared to speak regarding this Council's
respoisibilities and its role in preventive diplomacy. But now the wording of the
agenda item has been changad: it now concerns United States aggression against
Libya.

The Security Council failed - and this over a two-week period - to arrive at a
resolution that would put an end to.United States aggression against Libya. what
is more, in the last two days it failed to take steps to prevent the new attack.
The result i{s this act of aggression. The Council was still discusaing this
question, and some members of the Council were still awaiting instructions,

Thus preventive diplowacy has failed.

What can the Security Council do now? I think there will still be no resuit.
The small countries, the militarily weak countries, will continue to pay the price
of the Security Council's silence. If this situaticn continues, we shall all che
day be forced to pay the priceé. We do not have a deterrent military force, and we
shall be the victime of force.

I would have preferred to speak at greater length and to answer the arguments
and evidence sadduced, if there had been any point in doing so. But unfortunately
words are no match for gunshots, logic cannot dissaude the force of arms and law
cannot change the trajectory of a missile. Thus discussion in this Council has

becove & dialogue of the deaf.
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{Mr. Al-Shaali, Urited
Arab Emirates)

" As I bave said, arrogunt power needs no lsgal, logical or even ethical
justification., The United States of Amsrica possesses military force sufficient to
snnihilate Libya and in fact ali the countries of the third world. We had hoped it
would demonstrate enowgh reason and wisdom to control that force. From the cutset
we have been aware that the racist and political propaganda campaign waged by the
Zionists against the Arabs has long-terw goals, the most important of which is the
creation of a rift between che Arabs and the United States in orler to esbroil the
latter in direct military confrontation with the Arabs and thus enable Isrsel to

realize its military ambitions.
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{Mr. Al-Shaali, United Arab
Enirates)

while we regrst that the United States Admistration hss given way to the
Zionist lobby, we appeal to tha fraternal American people to awaken to the vengeful
nature of those plans.

Political and ideological differences between States are a feature of our
wodern age. The United Nations Charter snd other international instruments have
dafined peaceful appropriate weans to settle those differences. However, the
United States bas turned its back on those peaceful wesns in flagrant violation of
the United Nations Charter and the rules of internaticnal law and launched armed
sqgression against the territory of an independent State, causing innocent victims
indiscriminately.

The pretexts invoked to jJustify that act of aggression have no basis
wvhatsosver. We hold the United States - a permanent member of the Council -
responsible for that act of aggression and for its consequences; we also hold the
United ningdowm responaible, since it authorized the use of basaes on its territory
for the purpose of launching a military act of aggression against Libya. PFor our
part, that act of aggression against Libya was an act of aggression against Arab
tertitories, causing Arab victims. We condemn it in the strongest terms and we
assure the fraternal country of Libya of out solidarity in defending its
independence and soverelgnty.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Premch): I thank our colleague the
‘ representative of the United Ars):; Emirates for the kind wonrds he addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representacive of the Libyan A.ab Jamahiriya, on whom

I now call.
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Mr. AZZAROUK {(Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (interpretation from Arabic): On
behalf of my country I should like at the outset to thank you, Mr. President, for
having so quickly responded to the request of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to convene
the Security Council. You have already had an opportunity in the Council to say
that your country does not condone the use of forco‘in international relations.
Your country rejected the use of its airspace by United States aircraft, thua
demonstrating France's position that is inspired by the spirit of the United
Nations Charter and international law,

Ws also wish to thank all those States that have deplored this raid and
condemned its perpetrators.

The representative of the United States yesterday morning made a lengthy
statement and expounded on Article 2 (4) of the United Nations Charter, while 33 .
United States military aircraft - ¥~11lls, A-6Es and A-7Es - were readying to leave
their bases in the United Kingdom and United States aircraft carriers cruising
along the shores of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriys st & distance keeping all Libyan
targets within range, thus ernabiing United States bombers to open fire upon receipt
of instructions from Washington. These instructions were given while the United
States representative was speaking in this lofty body and referring to Article 2
{4) of the United WNations Charter, which states:

*All Members shall refrain in their interntaional relations from the
threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political
independence Jf any state, or in any other manner inconsistent with the
Purposes of the United Nations.”

Shall we be told today that the barbaric, savage air raid perpetrated by the
United States against Libyan civilian targets was launched in conformity with the

provisicng of Article 2 (4)7
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(Mr. Azzarouk, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya)

In my statemant before the Council yesterday worning I again issued a waranings

*We repeat: the peace of the world is in jeopardy because of the
American threats. The International cosmunity, through the Security Council,
must taks msasures to contain the situation, within the coming few hours. The
Council muat stand fira in opposing and condemning all instances of tha use of
force, in contradiction with the norms governing intcrnational relations.”
(8/PV,2673, p. 7)

The United States representative also apoke at length about Article 51 of the

Chuarter, which refers to the right of legitimate sslf-defence and which asks
Mowbars to report to the Council on all measures taken by ilembers in the exercise
of this right. Is the United States representative going to tall us today that the
barbaric, savage raid was in Keeping with the terms of this Article -« and this in
retaliation for a Libyan raid against Texas or Florida? And what of the
requirement, under this Article, that Members report to the Council with regard to
waasures in the exercise of this right? fThe United States representative did not
inform the Council of the foul designs of his country to use force by launching
this raid, for ite act was completely unjustified and unprovoked, just as vere
similar acts perpetrated recently against Nicaragua, when considerable suss of
uoney and numbers of soldiers wers used against Nicaragua without informing the
Council, in flagrant vioclation of Article 51 of the Charter, wiich requires that
the Council be immediately informed of any such measure,

Shall we once sgain today hear pointless, uﬁty statements on Articles 2 (4)
and 51 of the United Nations Chaurter? Can such stateasents conceal the savagety of
the air strike directed against clvilian targets in Benghazi and Tripoli? wiil
such statements once again nuwmb us into dc;tnuse to the ories of the victims of the

United States raid?
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(Mr. Azxzarouk, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya)

Will such statements conceal the massive destruction of schools and houses

that has led to such bloodshed? wWill It.huy conceal the damage caused to foreign
missions which, just like the International Red Cross, enjoy international
protection even in wartime? Finally, will such statements be able' to conceal the
extent of the damage and harm caused to Ruropean nationals and their property?

This barbaric and savage air raid perpetrated by 33 United States military
aircraft at 2 a.m. local time, on 14 April, deserves the full condemnation of the
international community. This Council must adopt a resolution firmly and
unequivocally condemning international terrorism as practiced by the United
States. If the Council is powerless to adopt such a resolution and to ‘condemn
United States aggression, the United States, as we said yesterday, will continue
its acts of aggression with full impunity. Indeed, the President of the Unitad
, Btates, Ronald Reagan, declared yesterday that the United States would repesat this
bacrbaric and savage act,

Under the terms of the Charter it is the Council's responsibility to safeguard
international peace and securily and, today more than ever before, speedily o
adopt an unawbigucus resolution condemning this barbaric, savage raid and its
perpetrators. The grevity of this threat to international peace and sacurity is
compounded by the fact that the raid took place with the blessing a. 4 support of
certain States, first and foremost the United Kingdom, which provided the logistics
and gave its support to the cct of aggression.

Indeed, this barbaric raid was carefully conceived and executed with the overt

co-ordination and participation of a number of European countries. There can be no

Goubt of the role of the United Kingdom, which is8 the cne that supported the Reagau

Mwministration politically snd facilitated the military execution of this uct of
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(Mr. Azzarouk, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriys)

aggression on Libyan ecivilian targets. British leaders, particularly

Lord Carrington, Mrs. Thatcher, and Sir Gsoffrey Howe, the Foreign Minister, all
stated that the United Kingdom helped the United States in carrying out the
aggression against the Jamahiriya.

I have just received a cable listing the material and human losses resulting
from this barbaric United States raid., Regarding those losses, I wish to say the
following:

The United States alrcraft targeted residential guarters with the intention of
causing casualties amwong civilians and foreigners. The residences of the
Ambassadors of Switzerland and France were damaged, as were civilian airports,
particularly the Tripoli and Benina international airports. Damage was done also
to certain civilian aircraft, to houses, schools and a centre for the handicapped.
There are some survivocs in the residential quarters. rr;qmutim bombs were
used, some of which have not yet exploded, posing a continuing threat to the
population of the city.

I wish here to quote the following paragraph from the commuiniqué adopted oy
the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the non-aligned countries in New Delhi:

(8poke in English)

“The Ministers and heads of delegation called on the United Naticns
Security Council to take urgent action to condemn this act of aggreagion and
to prevent the repetition of such acts. They also urged that the Security
Council should take steps to ensure that full and prompt compensaticon be

provided to the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.* (8717996, p. 3)
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representutive
of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya for his kind words addressed to my delegation.

I wiidh to inform the members of the Council f:hat I have just received a letter
from the representative of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic asking to be
invited to take part in the discussion on the agenda item before us. In conformity
with the usual practice I propose with the consent of the Council to invite that
representative to participate in the discussion, without the right to vote,
pursuant to the ralevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the Council's
provisional rules of procedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Oudovenko (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist

Republic) took the place reserved for him at the side of the Council Chamber. .

Mr. WALTERS (United States of America): I should like to open by
expressing to you, Sir, my congratulations on your assumption and exercise of the
presidency, since ) have not had the opportunity to do so previously, and to wish
you every success in the conduct of that presidency. Our thanks go also to the
reapresantative of Denmark fot the able and skilful way in which he conducted the
debate of the Security Council during the time in which he exetqised the presidency.
On 14 April, in exercise of the inherent right of gelf-defence recognized in
Article 51 of t¢he Charter of the United Nations, United States military forces
executed a series of carefully planned air strikes against terrorist-related
targets in Libya. Those strikes have been complated ana'the United States alrecraft
have returned to their bases. -
United States forces struck targets that were part of Libya's silitary
{nfrastructure ~ command and control systems, inteilige.c~ communications,

logistice and training facilities. Thoss are the sites used to carry out Libya's
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(Mr, Walterz, United States)

harsh policy of international terrorism, including omj\‘)inq attacks against United
States citizens and installations. This necessary and proportionate sction was
designed to dinx\upt Libya's ability to carry out terrorist acts and to deter future
t:t:toﬂtt acts by Libva. In carrying out this acﬂm, the United States took every

possible precaution to awoid civilian casvaitiex and to limit collateral damage.
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(dr. Walters, Unlted States;

The United States took these measures of self-defence only after other
repeatcd and protracted efforta to deter Libya from it ongoing atiacks against the
United States in violation of the Charter. But when quist diplorscy, public
condemnation, economic sanctions and demonstrations od military force failed to
dissuade Colonel Qaddafi, this self-defence action ‘becase nacessary. As stated by
Presidant Reagan on 14 April,

*Self-defence is not only our righty it ie our duty. It is the purpose behind

the mission undertaken tonight, a mission fully consistent with Article 51 of

the United Nations Charter.®

And may I now quote Colonel Qaddafi? On 24 Mazch, Colonel Qaddal’z. said, "rhis
1s not the time for speakingj it is the time for confrontation and for war®. 0:}

2 March 1984, lung before these incidents ococurred, speaking in the People‘s Hall
in Tripoli, he said, “we must force America to fight on 1006 fronts®.

The murderous violence of recent Libyan attacks makes clear why the United
States had to act. There is direct, precise and irrefutable evidence that Libya
bears responsibility for the bombing in West Barlin on 5 April that resulted in the
deaths of Army Sergeant Kenneth Ford and a young Turkish wowan and injary to 230
other people, among them 50 American military personnel. That brutal atrocity ws
but the latest in Colonel Qaddafi's Vca-pa:lgn of terror. More than a wesk before
the attack, orders were sent from Tripoli to the Libyan People's Bureau in East
Berlin to carry out & terroist attack against Americans, an attack designed to
cause maximum and indiscriminate casualties. Libya‘s agents then planted the
bowmb. On 4 April, the People‘'s Bureau alerted Tripoli that the attack would be
carried out the following morning. The next day, the People's Bureau reported back

to Tripoli on the "great success® of the mission.
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(Mr. Walters, United States)

In the light of that reprehensible act of violence - only the iatest in an
ongoing pattern of attacks by Libya - and of clear evidence that Libya was planning
a multitude of future attacks, the United States was compelled to exercise its
right of self-defence. The United States hopes that this action will discourage
Libyan terrorist acts in the future.

In addition to the evidence of direct Libyan involvement in the bombing of the
West Berlin night-club, the United States also has compelling evidence of Libyan
involvement ir other planned attacks against the United States in recent weeks,
severcl of which were designed to cause maximun casualties, similar to the Berlin
boambing.

In late March, Turkish police arrested two pecple in Istanbul who claimed they
were to conduct terrorist operations against the United States in Turkey on behalf
of the Libyans, again designed to inflict wmaximum cas.alties.

On 25 March, my Goverrnment notified the Council, in accordance with Article 51
of the Chacter oi the United Nalions, that the United States, in the exercise of
ite inhersnt right of self-defente, had ordered its forces to respond to hostile
Libyan military attacks in international waters in the Gulf of Sidra.

France expelled two members of the Libyan People'’s Bureau in Paris for their
involvement in a planned attack on visa applicants waiting in line at the embassy
on 28 March.

Six days later, Prance expelled two Fatah Force 17 meabers recruited by Libya

to conduct another operation against the United States in Paris.

On £ Anril. = Tihwan b b abbmeh ke TR
=4 - e - e = B *

- Lbnd Shabeam Wb amaee 2o el mcsin
T e WA Y WLRCS S AW ESSY AN G AR W

resulted in a near mias by a 107-millimetre rocket which exploded on launch.
At the time we acted, the Libyan People‘'s Bureau in Vienna was in the process

of plotting a terrorist operation against an unknown target on 17 April.



BMS/S S/PV. 2674
18

(Mr. walters, United States)

We have evidence that Libya is planning widespread attacks ajainst Americans
over the next several weeks, in Burope, Africa, Latin America and the Middle East.
In addition, Libya has publicly pledged to attack the United States and its
citizens. As Winston Churchill once said under similar circumstances, whose dogs
do they think we are, that they can kill Americans with impunity?

In sum, at issue here are Libya's unjustified use of force in attacking United
States forces in the Gulf of Sidra last month in clear violation of Article 2 (4)
of the Charter - that in reply to a guestion asked earlier -~ and Libya's admitted,
continued policy of terrorist threats and the use of force, in violation of the
said Article 2 (4) of the Charter.

That policy is directed not only against the United States, but includes
repeated Libyan threats, calls for terrorist action, and acts of aggression snd
subversion against its neighbours, against Buropean countries and against places as
far away as Northern Ireland, the Philippines and Central Amsrica.

In a document drawn up on Monday, 14 April, the members of the European
Community recuognize Libyan terrorist activities and indicate the measures they plan
to take to combat those activities. It is no longer a question of who is doing
it: it is clear who is doing it.

In the United States statemant to the Council on 14 April, we referred to the
persistent course of conduct by Libya in violation of Article 2 (4) of the u?ited
Nations Charter and in flagrant violation of the most fundamental rules of
international law., The scourge of Libyan terrorima is not a problem for the United
States alone, It threatens all members of the civilized world community. It
challenges all mesmbers of this Council to give meaning to their commitment to

uphold the principles of the Charter and to act in common defence of those

principles.
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(Mr. Walters, Unitsd States)

Colonei Qaddafi's rhetoric and actions are not only anti-American. His
support for terrorist violence is far-ranging and world-wide; hig victias are of
many nationalities. More than 40 so-called Libyan diplomats havae been expelled
from Western Europe since 1983 for involvesment in criminsl activities. Terrorist
a tacks by Libyan henchmen have ranged from the bloody outrages at Rowe and Vienna
airports, to the hijacking of an Bgyptian airliner to Malta, to the streets of
Bonn, where two GCermans were wounded during &an attack on an anti-Qaddafi diasident,
to the amurder of & British policewoman doing her duty outside the Libyan People's
Bureau in London.

Closer to home, the régime of Colonel Qaddafi has repeatedly sought to subvert
its African and Arab neighbours: Chad, Egypt, Tunisia and the Sudan have all felt
Qaddafi’s sting. The policy pursued by Libya is nothing but a consistent wiolation
of Article 2 (4) of the Charter.

It is hypocrisy to equate the answer to terrorism with terrorism: it is
equating crime with those who fight crime. It is clear that the international
coumunity a8 a whole suffers from Colonel Qaddafi's discespect for accepted
internstional norms of b&aviout. He has abused diplomatic privilege for terrorist
purposes; he has rengged on international agreemsats and has blatantly used
violence against political oppongnts, 1In sum, he has mide terrorisa an integral
part of his forsign policy. Libyan attacks are not simply the random use of
violence, but concerted violence directed against the valuee, the interests and the
democratic institutions of all freedom-loving States. They are a clear assault on
international order; an assault on the Charter of the UInited Nations and the
principles which we as wmembers of the Council are plediged to defend. Let us not

ahrink from this challenge.
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The PRESIDENT (interprotation from French): I thank the representative
of the United States for the kind words he addressed to me.
In view of the latenass of the hour, I propose, with the consent of members of

the Council, to adjourn this mseting and mest again at 3 p.m.

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.
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