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2579th MEETING
Held in New York on Friduy, 10 May 1985, at 10.30 a.m.

President: Mr. Birabhongse KASEMSRI (Thailand) '

Present; The representatives of the following States:
Australia, Burkina Faso, China, Denmark, Egypt,
France, India, Madagascar, Peru, Thailand, Trinidad
and Tobago, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
America.

Provisional agenda (S/Agenda/2579)
1. Adoption of the agenda

2. Letter dated 6 May 1985 from the Permanent Rep-
resentative of Nicaragua to the United Nations
addressed to the President of the Security Council
(S/17156)

The meeting was called to order at 11.30 a.m.
Adoption of the agenda
The agenda was adopted.

Letter dated 6 May 1985 from the Permanent Represen-
tative of Nicaragua to the United Nations addressed to
the Prestdent of the Security Council (§/17156)

1. The PRESIDENT: In accordance with the deci-
sions taken at the previous meetings on this item
[2577th and 2578th meetings), 1 invite the represen-
tative of Nicaragua to take a place at the Council table;
1 invite the representatives of Algeria, Bolivia, Brazil,
Colombia, Cuba, Cyprus, the Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Ethiopia, Guatemala, the Islamic Republic of
Iran, Mexico, Mongolia, Poland. the United Republic
of Tanzania, Yugoslavia and Zimbabwe to take the
places reserved for them at the side of the Council
Chamber.

Al the invitation of the President, Mr. Chamorro
Mora (Nicaragua) took a place at the Council table;
Mr. Djoudi (Algeria), Mr. Gumucio Granier (Bolivia),
Mr. Maciel (Brazil), Mr. Albdn-Holguin (Colombia),
Mr. Oramas Oliva (Cuba), Mr. Moushoutas (Cyprus),
Mr. Knipping Victoria (Dominican Republic), Mr. Al
bornoz (Ecuador), Mr. Dinka (Ethiopia), Mr. Fajardo-
Maldonado (Guatemala), Mr. Rajaie-Khorassani
(Islamic Republic of Iran), Mr. Mufoz Ledo (Mexico),
Mr. Nyamdoo (Mongolia), Mr. Nowak (Poland),
Mr. Lweno (United Republic of Tanzania), Mr. Golob
(Yugoslavia) and Mr. Mudenge (Zimbabwe) took the

places reserved for them at the side of the Council
Chamber.

2. The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the Se-
curity Council that 1 have received letters from
the representatives of Argentina, the German Demo-
cratic Republic, Guyana, the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic and Viet Nam, in which they request to be
invited to participate in the discussion of the item on the
Council’s agenda. In conformity with the usual prac-
tice, I propose, with the consent of the Council, to
invite those representatives to participate in the discus-
sion without the right to vote, in accordance with the
relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the
provisional rules of procedure.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Mu#iz (Ar-
gentina), Mr. Ont (German, Democratic Republic),
Mr. Sinclair (Guyana), Mr. Vongsay (Lao People’s
Democratic Republic) and Mr. Le Kim Chung (Viet
Nam) took the pluces reserved for them at the side of
the Council Chamber.

3. The PRESIDENT: The Security Council will now
resume its consideration of the item on its agenda.
Members of the Council have before them document
$/17172, which contains the text of a draft resolution
presented by Nicaragua.

4, 1 should like to draw the attention of members of
the Council to the following documents also: $/17169,
letter dated 9 May 1985 from the representative of
Uruguay to the President of the Security Council;
§/17170, letter dated 9 May from the representative of
Democratic Yemen to the Secretary-General; S/17171,
letter dated 9 May from the representative of Suriname
to the President of the Security Council; and S/17174,
letter dated 9 May from the representative of El Sal-
vador to the Secretary-General.

S. The first speaker is the representative of Burkina
Faso, and | now call on him.

6. Mr. BASSOLE (Burkina Faso) (interpretation
from French): The delegation of Burkina Faso would
like to congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption of the
presidency of the Security Council for the month of
May. We are convinced that, thanks to your far-sight-
edness and your qualities as a seasoned diplomat, the
Security Council will be able to fulfil its mandate
successfully. 1 wish also to thank your predecessor,
Mr. Javier Arias Stella of Peru, for the excellent



work he accomplished during the month of April. We
undoubtedly owe the success of our work to his wisdom
and tact; and particularly his profound knowledge of
international problems.

7. Nearly a year has elapsed since the Security Coun-
cil met to discuss the very disquieting situation in Cen-
tral America. Those meetings [2525th to 2529th meet-
ings] followed the mining of the ports and territorial
waters of Nicaragua, a brother country with which we
share the same ideals within the Movement of Non-
Aligned Countries.

8. The very instructive and constructive debate that
took place at that time gave reason for hope that the
Security Council would be able to make a positive
contribution to the search for a peaceful, negotiated
political solution to the problems that beset that sub-
region. We know what the result of that was: hope
vanished because a veto was cast.

9. It was therefore clear that a great deal remained to
be done in order to reduce tension and to persuade the
parties involved to abide by the principles of the Char-
ter of the United Nations concerning the settlement of
disputes. My delegation welcomes the efforts that have
been undertaken in that direction by the Contadora
Group, to which my country gives unswerving support.
We also welcome the reasonable and open-minded a. i-
tude which the Government of Nicaragua has evinced
throughout the process.

10. It is not our intention to rehearse to the Council
the background to the present situation in Latin Amer-
ica. The reasons for the situation have been identi-
fied by the representative of Peru in his statement
{2578th meeting) and are still fresh in our memories.

11. Thedevelopment of the situation in Central Amer-
ica, which has recently been marked by coercive eco-
nomic measures unexpectedly adopted by the Govern-
ment of the United States against Nicaragua leads us to
wonder what is going to happen to ail these efforts.
Those serious measures, which include a total embargo
on trade and air and sea communications between the
two countries, will undoubtedly be a heavy burden for
Nicaragua. Far from contributing to a peaceful solution
of the problem, this unilateral decision, apart from vio-
lating the principles enunciated in the Charter, has fur-
ther aggravated the situation and threatened the already
precarious peace and security in the region.

12. Faithful tothe principles of the Movement of Non-
Aligned Countries, Burkina Faso condemns any form
of outside interference or intervention, whatever its
source, Our position on the situation in Central Amer-
ica is in keeping with that of the Seventh Conference of
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Coun-
tries, held at New Delhi in March 1983.

13. More recently, during the thirty-ninth session of
the General Assembly, the ministers and heads of del-

egations of non-aligned countries adopted a commu-
niqué [S/16773, annex] in which they reiterated their
firm condemnation of the use of economic measures as
a means of exerting political and economic pressure
against States, in violation of their sovereign rights and
decisions.

14. The wisdom of many of the authors of the Charter
never ceases to astonish us.

15. A great many reasons have been given to justify
the United States embargo against Nicaragua and the
coercive economic measures that accompany it. My
delegation believes that, as the saying goes, he who
wishes to drown his dog accuses it of having rabies. In
the name of what kind of democracy does one speak
and act thus? Is it that “*‘democracy’’ in which 25 million
blacks bend beneath the yoke of apartheid imposed by
the racist régime in Pretoria and declare to the world
their hunger for justice, freedom and independence? Or
is it that other *‘democracy®’ which the iniquitous So-
moza régime imposed on the valiant people of Nic-
aragua for so many years?

16. The Security Council must denounce and combat
not only the act that has brought us together today, but
also and above all the tacit complicity of all those Pow-
ers which are no longer restrained by any kind of mo-
rality and sacrifice everybody to satisfy their thirst
for conquest and world domination. In doing so, the
Security Councii will, we are quite convinced, protect
mankind from this double standard of justice, which
means that, depending upon whether one is powerfulor
weak, the court judges one to be right or wrong.

17. For us the solution to the problem of Central
America lies not in a trial of strength but in negotiation.
No coercive measuire can overcome the will and the
determination of a people to be fully responsible for its
destiny. That is why, in its resolution 38/10, of 11 No-
vember 1983, the Genera! Assembly unequivocally re-
affirmed the inalienable right of all the peoples of Cen-
tral America to live in peace and to decide their own
future, free from all outside interference or interven-
tion. That is also why, in its resolution 39/4, of
26 October 1984, it expressed its support for the efforts
of the Contadora Group and urged all interested States
to co-operate fully with the Group through a frank and
constructive dialogue, in the conviction that that is the
best possible way to bring about a just and lasting
solution to their differences.

18. In his statement of 8 May [2577th meeting] the
representative of Nicaragua informed the Security
Council of the situation which his country is now
facing. He reaffirmed the willingness of his Govern-
ment to pursue its efforts to resume the dialogue with
the Government of the United States, which we hope
will show the same readiness. .

19. The Security Council must do everything possible
to encourage all parties to take that course.



20. The PRESIDENT: The next speaker is the rep-
resentative of Ethiopia. I invite him to take a place at
the Council table and to make his statement,

21. Mr. DINKA (Ethiopia): Let me begin, Sir, by
offering you the sincere felicitations of the Ethiopian
deiegation on your assumption of the presidency of the
Security Council for the month of May and extend to
you my best wishes for a successful term. May 1 also
extend the admiration of my delegation to your pre-
decessor, the representative of Peru, Mr. Javier Arias
Stella, for the able manner in which he guided the work
of the Council last month,

22. My delegation listened with great attention to the
statement made by the representative of Nicaragua on
the afternoon of 8 May regarding the situation in Cen-
tral America and the serious developments arising out
of the embargo which the United States recently
imposed against Nicaragua. Having also listened with
equal attention to all the speakers yesterday afternoon
(2578th meeting), my delegation is of the view that the
matter before the Council is one of grave concern not
only to the parties to the issue, but to the international
community as a whole. What is at stake is the challenge
posed to the cardinal precepts of the Charter and the
very norms goveming inter-State relations. The de-
cision of the Council in the matter, therefore, will indi-
cate whether the world is headed for the continued
supremacy of the rule of law or a dark age of brute force
wherein chaos reigns.

23. The international community is painfully aware
that ever since the downfall of the Somoza dictator-
ship in Nicaragua the valiant people of that country
have been faced with critical challenges to their inalier.-
able right to choose the form of governmen* under
which they want to live. External interference in the
internal affairs of Nicaragua with the aim of destabi-
lizing and eventually overthrowing the popularly elec-
ted Government of that country have become the order
of the day. To this end, Nicaraguan ports have been
blockaded and mined, while mercenaries have been
organized, trained, financed, equipped and infiltrated
into Nicaragua to murder innocent people and destroy
the economic and social infrastructure. Furthermore, a
sophisticated form of pressure and intimidation is pur-
sued through the never-ending military manoeuvres by
the United States very close to the Nicaraguan border,
thus creating an ever-present threat of direct invasion.
It is in the context of those continuing attempts to
reverse the revolutionary process in Nicaragua, a small
non-aligned developing nation, that the recent deci-
sion of the United States Government declaring a trade
and economic embargo against Nicaragua must be con-
sidered.

24, That action of the United States Administration
is, first and foremost, in violation of bilateral agree-
ments between the United States and Nicaragua, par-
ticularly the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Nav-
igation, which is still in force. It is also contrary to

article 32 of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties
of States contained in General Assembly resolution
3281 (XXIX) and to the principles and rules of the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, particularly
paragraph 7 (iii) of the Ministerial Declaration adopted
on 29 November 1982 by the contracting parties to the
General Agreemeni. It tramples underfoot General
Assembly resolution 39/210, entitled *‘Economic meas-
ures as a means of political and economic coercion
ageinst developing countries®”, which, inter alia, called
upon developed countries to

*‘refrain from threatening or applying trade restric-
tions, blockades, embargoes and other economic
sanctions, incompatible with the provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations . . . against developing
countries as a form of political and social devel-
opment”’.

25. Asis well known, Nicaragua is a non-aligned de-
veloping country whose fragile economy continues to
suffer from the consequences of natural disasters anda
war imposed upon it by external Powers. To help miti-
gate the effects of those natural and man-made disasters
and to assist the Government of Nicaragua in its recon-
struction efforts, the General Assembly adopted reso-
lution 39/204, in which it urged all Governments to
contribute to the reconstruction and development of
Nicaragua. That resolution particularly recommended
that ““Nicaragua should continue to receive treatment
appropriate to the special needs of the country until the
economic situation returns to normal"’.

26. In view of that, it is inconceivable to my delega-
tion that such a small developing country could pose a
threat to any of it neighbours, let alone to a super-
Power. It is indisputable, on the other hand, that the
trade and economic embargo declared by the United
States totally negates the letter and spirit of that resolu-
tion. We therefore deplore the trade embargo imposed
by the United States against Nicaragua.

27. The issue before the Council is crystal-clear, Car-
dinal principles of the Charter and of international law
are being systematically violated. The motive behind
those violations is also equally clear: it is to nullify the
sovereign decision of the people of Nicaragua and over-
throw their elected Government. No amount of obfus-
cation can hide that truth. Indeed, it was the clarity
of the issues under discussion and their significance
in the relations between States at large that prompted
the States members of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries to take the position spelt out in the com-
muniqué of the Movement's Co-ordinating Bureau re-
leased on 7 May 1985 [S/17163, annex].

28, The question that remains to be answered is
whether the Security Council will rise to the challenge
or remain impotent in the face of such unwarranted acts
of interference and coercion against a small State Mem-
ber of the United Nations, It is the hope of my delega-
tion that the Council will act with courage and resolve



commensurate with the crisis, with a view to redeeming
its own credibility, which will enable it to continue
serving effectively the interests of peace and security
in the contemporary international system, whose very
fabric is being threatened by creeping anarchy.

29. Nicaragua has demonstrated its good faith to the
international community beyond any doubt by
accepting without reservations the Contadora Act, and
it continues to co-operate closely with the Contadora
Group, which persistently seeks the establish.nent of a
framework of peace and co-operation between tie na-
tions of Central America. Hoping for a peaceful solu-
tion to outstaading problems between itself and the
United States, Nicaragua participated in bilateral talks
at Manzanillo, Mexico, until the talks were unilaterally
discontinued by the United States. Nicaragua deserves
the recognition and appreciation of the international
community for those peaceful efforts on its part.

30. The Government and people of socialist Ethiopia
note with admiraior, the determination of the Govern-
ment and people ot N- “vagua to protect the gains of
their revolution ziv! :he teriorial integsity of their
mothertand against i-¢ fe-2ee 5f donunation, reaction
and counter-revolution, aud rezfiim once again their
support for and fraternal solisz. ity wit4 che Nicaraguan
people in their struggle. We alsu congratulate the Gov-
ernment and people of Nicaragua on their Jerseverance
in the pursuit of the peaceful + :solution of disputes and
their continued commitment to international legality.
We are confident that those efforts by Nicaragua will be
crowned by impressive victories,

31. The Government of Ethiopia is convinced that the
Contadora process is the only path that will lead to
peace, security and development in Central America,
and it fully supports the efforts of the Contadora Group.

32. In conclusion, Mr. President, I should like to
thank you and, through you, the other members of the
Council for acceding so readily to my delegation’s re-
quest to address the Council on this important item.

33.. The PRESIDENT: The next speaker is the rep-
resentative of Cyprus. I invite him to take a place at the
Courcil table and to mat.e his statement.

34. M:. MOUSHOUTAS (Cyprus): I should like first
to congratulate you warmly, Sir, on your assumption of
the presidency of the Security Council for the month
of May and to thank you and your colleagues on the
Council for allowing us to participate in the debate.
We are confident that under your most able guidance
this body will discharge its respons:bilities effectively
and successfully. 1 should like to take this opportu-
nity to express to your predecessor, Mr. Javier Arias
Stella of Peru, my delegetion’s appréciation of the
excellent manner in which ne conducted the Council’s
proceedings during the month of April.

35. The sitﬁation in Central Americaandin Nicaragua
in particular has beca vonsidered repearedly by the

Security Concil and General Assembly and by the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries—by the latter as
recently as 7 May at the meeting of its Co-ordinating
Bureau in New York.

36. The Security Council, by its resolution 530 (1983),
reaffirmed, inter alia, the right of Nicaragua and of all
other countries of the area to live in peace and security
free from outside interference. In that same resolution
the Council commended the efforts of the Contadora
Group and appealed to the interested States to co-
operate fully with that Group so as to resolve their
differences.

37. Moreover, the General Assembly in resolution
38/10 of 11 November 1983 reaffirmed, inter alia, the
right of all the countrics in the Central American region
to live in peace and to decide their own future free from
all outside interference or intervention. It affirmed that
respect for the sovereignty and independence of all
States of the region was essential for ensuring the secu-
rity and peaceful coexistence of the countries of Central
America, and at the same time it expressed support for
the efforts of the Contadora Group.

38. We regret to note that, despite such resolutions,
decisions and declarations which reflect the over-
wh.Iming wish of the international community, the
situation in the region is deteriorating. The fact that
the Government of Nicaragua has felt it necessary to
bring the mattc. before the Security Council many
tiimes during the past two years is deeply disturbing and
evidences the degree of gravity which Nicaragua at-
tributes to such negative developments. The represen-
tative of Nicaragua, Mr. Chamorro Mcra, explained the
exient of the new hostile economic measures and acts
of subversion launched against his country, We fully
comprehend the seriousness of the situation and, in a
non-aligned spirit of solidarity, share Nicaragua’s grave
concern.

39, The Government of the Republic of Cyprus has
persistently and consistently advocated and abided by
the principle that bilateral, regional and international
problems must be solved peacefully, by negotiation,
not by recourse to the threat or use of force, and that
the sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and
unity of all countries must be fully respected. Thus, in
his address to the General Assembly on 3 October 1983
on the situation in “entral America, the President of the
Republic of Cyprus, Mr. Spyros Kyprianou, said:

“‘We follow with grave concern the events in
Nicaragua and other countries in Central America
and sincerely hope that efforts within and outside the
United Nations, including those of the Contadora
Group, will succeed. What is of paramount impor-
tance is that the right of all States in the region to
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity
be fully respected, as well as the sovereign right of
the peoples of the region to choose freely their own
political, economic and social systems without any
foreign interference.’’!



40. Cyprus, a non-aligned country sharing common
aspirations with many Latin American countries, unre-
servedly supports General Assembly resolution 39/4,
on the peace efforts of the Contadora Group, and pays a
tribute again to the efferts made by the four members of
the Group to bring about a just and lasting solution to
the problem of Central America based on the principles
of the Charter of the United Nations and international
law. At the same time, we endorse the recent commu-
niqué of the Co-ordinating Bureau of the Movement
of Non-Aligned Countries on the situation in Crentral
America [$/17163, annex), in which the Bureau “‘re-
iterated its firmn solidarity with Nicaragua and called for
animmediate end to all threats, attacks, hostile acts and
coercive economic measures against the people and
Government of that country®’.

41. My delegation hopes that the Security Council,
which is primarily entrusted with the maintenance of
international peace and security, will exert every effort
toachieve, finally, an immediate end to the hostilities in
the region and to the threats directed against the sov-
ereignty, independence and territorial integrity of
Nicaragua.

42. Mr. OUDOVENKO (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic) (interpretation from Russian): First, 1 should
like to welcome you, Sir, to the responsible post of
President of the Security Council and wish you every
success in your work. I also wish to express our thanks
to your predecessor, Mr. Arias Stella, who so skilfully
and tactfully discharged the duties of President of the
Council last month.

43. At thistime the fortieth anniversary of the historic
victory over fascism and nazism is being widely com-
memorated, a victory that was achieved by the joint
eiforts of the countries of the anti-Hitler coalition. The
Soviet Union made a decisive contribution to that vic-
tory. Together with other Soviet peoples, the Ukrainian
people fought side by side with the Soviet Unior in the
flames of the Second World War. The victory indeed
cost us dear. One out of every six inhabitants of the
Ukraine laid down his life for the freedom and indepen-
dence of his motherland and for the liberation of other
peoples from the yoke of fascism.

44, Unfortunately, the main lesson of the Second
World War—that States must strive for peace collec-
tively, with respect for each other’s sovereignty and
independence—is being more and more frequently for-
gotten today by those who subordinate everything to
their ambition for world hegemony.

45. A typical example is the situation prevailing in
Central America. To serve its ambitions, Washington,
in pursuing a policy of State terrorism and subversive
activity against other States and peoples, has for many
years now been aggravating the situation in that area
and virtually waging an undeclared war against a small
non-aligned country.

46. Once again the Security Council is called upon to
consider an extremely serious situation which obtains
in this part of the world as a result of further subversive
action on the part of the United States. The imposition
by Washington of trade and other sanctions against
Nicaragua indicates once again that the United States is
by no means anxious to seek a genuine settlement of
Central American problems and is trying at all cost, and
in defiance of generally recognized norms of inter-
national law, to force the Government and the people of
Nicaragua to give up their independent path of develop-
ment.

47. The latest actions of the United States Adminis-
tration are a violation of the existing United States-
Nicaragua Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Nav-
igation, the Charter of the United Nations and the
charter of the Organization of American States. These
subversive activities run completely counter to a num-
ber of important documents approved by the General
Assembly, such as the Declaration on Principles of
International Law concerning Friendly Relations and
Co-operation among States in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations [resolution 2625 (XXV),
annex}, the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of
States [resolution 3281(XX1X)) and the Declaration and
Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New
International Economic Order [resolution 3201 (S-VI)
and 3202 (S-VI)], as well as all the universally recog-
nized norms in established international practice.

48. As history has proved, a policy of economic dik-
tat, blackmail and threats is fraught with very serious
consequences which run counter to the interests and
progress of mankind and involve a further deterioration
of the international climate, in the final analysis con-
stituting a threat to universal peace and security.

49. Recently we have been seeing that arbitrary and
discriminatory sanctions are being used against the
developing countries in order to cause them economic
difficulties and thus to ‘‘punish’’ them for certain acts
that are not to the liking of the imperialists. Whenevera
developing country chooses the independent path of
development and in the exercise of its sovereignty na-
tionalizes the property of foreign monopolies, it may
—in fact it does——become the victim of such economic
sanctions. Measures of economic coercion are aimed at
securing the invulnerability of foreign political and
economic positions in particular countries and at pre-
venting progressive social and economic reforms, thus
maintaining those countries in a state of economic
dependency.

50. Simply because the present Govemment of Nic-
aragua. which was elected by the people of that coun-
try, chose the democratic and independent path of
development—a choice that dit not suit the Unitsd
States—the United States has openly set itself the tagk
of toppling the lega! Government of Nicaragua. In
choosing the means tu achieve this end, the United
States Administration d:d not shrink even from direct



intervention in the internal affairs of countries in that
region or from the open threat of force or the policy of
State terrorism. We have only to recall the mining of
Nicaraguan ports by Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
agents, the diversionary American assistance given by
the CIA to terrorists and mercenary bands and other
openly hostile actions of the United States against that
country, which were referred to in the statement made
by the representative of Nicaragua in the Security
Council on § May [2577th meeting).

51. World public opinion is deeply concerned over the
range and possible consequences of this policy in inter-
national economic relations as a whole, and in particu-
lar in Nicaragua, and demands its immediate cessation,
The heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned
Countries, at their Seventh Conference, held at New
Delhi in March 1983, rejected all forms of economic
aggression, the use of threats in commerce, and all
types of blockades and coercive measures or blackmail
as a means of exerting political pressure against non-
aligned and other deveioping countries. They reiterated
the right of all States fully to exercise national sov-
ereignty and to choose whatever social and economic
sy:tlems they felt best served their own development
goals,

52. The General Assembly, in resolution 39/210
appealed to countries to *‘refrain from threatening or
applying trade restrictions, blockades, embargoes and
other economic sanctions, incompatible with the pro-
visions of the Charter of the United Nations'’. The most
recent hostile acts committed by the United States
against Nicaragua quite clearly indicate why the United
States voted against that resolution, which was suppor-
ted by 116 States.

53. In their communiqué of 7 May this year, the Co-
ordinating Bureau of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries vigorously condemned the actions of the
United States and emphasized that

**these new acts of political and economic coercion,
in addition to the military action, are to be seen in the
context of a larger plan to destabilize and topple the
Government of Nicaragua and that they further en-
danger peace and security in the region.” [See
S§/17163, annex.)

$4. It is extremely significant and suggestive that, at
approximately the same time that Washington was pro-
claiming its measures aimed at aggravating the situation
in and around Nicaragua and in Central America as a
whole, in Managua 2 serics of measures was also pro-
claimed which wer= directly aimed at creating a climate
of peace and mutual trusc in the area and which are a
logical continuation of the peace-loving policies of the
Government of Nicaragua, something which was also
very cogently stated by the representative of Nicara-
gua in his statement. Unfortunatcly, Washington has
turmed down any constructive proposa! put forward by
the Nicaraguan Government. The latter was the first

to support the efforts of the Contadora Group and the
first to express its willingness to affix its signature to
the Contadora Act on Peace and Co-operation in Cen-
tral America. The Government of Nicaragua has pro-
claimed a liberal amnesty for all those who cease their
counter-revolutionary activity. It has consistently
taken a constructive position at the Nicaragua-United
States talks at Manzanillo, which were broken off by
the United States, and favoured their resumption.

55. Such a constructive attitude on the part of Nic-
aragua is the only way in which Central American prob-
lems can be resolved—the path of negotiations, taking
into account the legitimate interests of all parties with
full respect for their sovereignty.

§6. The Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic stands
squarely behind Nicaragua’'s just struggle against impe-
rialism’s aggressive inroads and supports its inalienable
right to free and democratic development. We vigor-
ously condemn the United States escalation of inter-
vention in Central America and its subversive activities
against Nicaragua, and we believe that the Security
Council should take steps that will lead to the cessation
of these acts of aggression and subversion against that
country.

57. Mr. RABETAFIKA (Madagascar) (interpretation

from French): 1 am sure you will readily understand my
personal satisfaction, Sir, at seeing you presiding over
the work of the Security Council because of the friend-
ship that has ex:isted between us for some time. I should
also like to avail myself of the opportunity to say how
much I value the political sense and exquisite courtesy
to which we have all become accustomed. To our Pres-
ident for the month of April, Mr. Arias Stella, I should
like on behalf of my delegation to pay him a sincere
tribute and to express our thanks for the sure-handed,
well-thought-out and responsible way in which he di-
rected our work. We expected no less of a person who
was kind enough to make available to us his political
experience and humanisiic qualities.

§8. Ithas become acommonplace to say that in recent
decades most Central American countries have had to
suffer social, economic and political injustice and that
the situation there becomes more and more precarious
as long as it remains subject to the caprices of interna-
tional circumstances. The judgements that we can
make about the underlying reasons for tha: crisis dif-
fer according to our ideologies, our options, our sys-
tems of values and the solidarity we share with others.
Nevertheless it is a real crisis and it has, unfortunately,
become a virtually permanent feature and has lost none
of its acuteness. In less than three years the Council has
taken up the matter nine times, while the Contadora
Group, despite all the demands and counterdemands,
has been trying to get all the parties inside and out-
side the region to accept a political and contractual
framework within which normalization and stabiliza-
tion of relations among the states concerned would be
achieved.



59. Atfirst sight there should be no divergency among
us since we all, whether here at the United Nations, in
the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries or in the Con-
tadora Group, base our beliefs on the same premises
and the same tenets, which it is essential for us to
respect if we want peace, understanding and co-opera-
tion, political and ¢economic stability and security and
coexistence to prevail in Central America. The fact that
there is some imbalance between these various ele-
ments and that sometimes they are perceived according
to national interests—and we witness accusaticns and
couter-accusations, including the recent complaint by
Nicaragua against the United States the Council is now
considering—merely serves to illustrate this point.

60. The Council cannot overlook nor treat lightly
the matter of trade and economic sanctions. The non-
aligned countries have learned this to their cost when-
ever they have attempted to call for the applicaticn of
such sanctions to the Pretoria régime, whose apartheid
policy has, after all, been universally condemned and
rejected.

61. If we are to abide strictly by the Charter and the
solemn declarations and resolutions adopted by the
United Nations, we wonder whether Nicaragua ought
to be punished because it has decided its own future
without any foreign interference under any pretext orin
any context. Is it not true, according to the Declaration
on the Inadmissibility of Intervention and Interference
in the Internal Affairs of States, annexed to General
Assembly resolution 36/103, that it is

**The duty of a State, in the conduct of its inter-
national relations in the economic, social, technical
and trade fields, to refrain from measures which
would constitute interference or intervention in the
internal or external affairs of another State, thus
preventing it from determining freely its political,
economic and social development’’?

Who among us could seriously question the principle of
international law which states that ‘‘no State may apply
or encourage the use of economic, political or any other
measures to constrain another State to subordinate the
exercise of its sovereign rights and to obtain from it any
kind of advantage whatsoever'*?

62. Itis therefore difficult to agree that the trade sanc-
tions decreed by the United States against Nicaragua
and the embargoes on air and sea traffic do not con-
travene these principles—some of which, we should
recall, were solemnly reaffirmed at the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the Organization—and it is also difficult
toagree that invoking the concept of national security is
a sufficient argument to justify them. We deeply regret
this step and believe that the Council cannot give its
approval to the measures flowing therefrom.

63. The same considerations led the Co-ordinating
Bureau of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries
on 7 May to adopt a communiqué (5/17163, annex)

expressing our commitment to certain principles, our
desire tc preserve ajust and coherent international legal
and economic order, our solidarity with Nicaragua and
our support for the efforts of the Contadora Group.
Indeed, the vicissitudes of the Central American crisis
confirm our belief that there can be only a political and
negotiated solution if we wish to see the triumph of
those principles and those commitments contained in
the draft agreement submitted to the States concerned.

64. That is also why we support the draft resolution
submitted by Nicaragua, for it contains the essential
elements to which the Council has the right and the
duty, in this particular case, to drav’ the attention of ail
parties concerned, that is: the necessity for respect for
international law; the need for relations of friendship
and co-operation among States, in accordance with the
Charter; the pre-eminence of dialogue over direct or
indirect confrontation; and, finally, the peaceful set-
tlement of disputes.

65. If there is no desire to be mindful of these ele-
ments, we fear that the Contadora process is now
blocked once and for all and that no other initiative can
replace it. Nicaragua will therefore be quite right to
come before the appropriate international bodies to
seek the necessary arbitration, and we shall be con-
stantly called upon to consider the matter until the crisis
in Central America takes on such dimensions that it will
be beyond our control and undoubtedly endanger re-
gional and international peace and security.

66. The PRESIDENT: The next speaker is the rep-
resentative of Bolivia. I invite him to take a place at the
Council table and to make his statement.

67. Mr. GUMUCIO GRANIER (Bolivia) (interpreta-
tion from Spanish): Mr. President, my delegation
thanks you for having given us the opportunity to take
part in this meeting to consider a matter that is of
concern to my country, respectful as it is of inter-
national law and a staunch supporter of peace and
collective security. 1 wish also to express our satisfac-
tion at seeing you, Sir, presiding over the Council. At
the same time I express our gratitude to the represen-
tative of Peru and his delegation for the skilful guidance
of the deliberations of the Council last month.

68. First, I wish toread out the statement issuedinLa
Paz on 8 May by the Government of Bolivia:

[The speaker read the text contained in the annex to
document $/17189.)

69. The Government of Bolivia has on many occa-
sions publicly demonstrated its concern about the
Central American situation. For instance, at the thirty-
seventh session of the General Assembly, the Con-
stitutional President, Hern4n Siles Zuazo, said: *‘The
grave crisis affecting the broiher countries of Central
America is a cause of deep concern for my Govern-
ment. Tension, threats and escalating violence are all



factors in the conflict which is developing”,? increas-
ingly weakening the foundations of peace. The Pres-
ident added that the peoples of Centrai America had
already suffered too much under totalitarian régimes to
have to suffer the horrible scourge of war.

70. Furthermore, the Government of Bolivia has in
many forums expressed its solidarity with the Govern-
ment and people of Nicaragua in their efforts to carry
out fully the process of their liberating revolution,
which entails the establishment of a democratic, plural-
istic system and of a mixed economy system, guaran-
teeing a more equitable distribution of income so thata
new society may be built on the basis of genuine par-
ticipation by the people.

71. My Government, for those reasons, has con-
stantly supported the process undertaken by the Con-
tadora Group; we believe that it is the only valid and
still viable option, within the Latin American family, in
the quest for real and specific solutions to the Central
American conflict. The real meaning of Contadora is
that it is a genuine reply of the region, without the
participation or distortion entailed by interference by
protagonists from outside the region,

72. Bolivia, which in 1952 underwent a profound so-
cial transformation achieved through the establishment
of a model of a national liberating revolution, fully
understands the present difficulties in Central America,
difficulties which are the result of social tensions arising
from the attempt to overcome injustice and backward-
m:;s through the building of a more just and equitable
order.

73. Theexperience of the Bolivian revolution also has
enabled us to realize that the establishment or strength-
ening of basic institutions takes a certain amount of
time and requires the right atmosphere. It is worth-
while mentioning that during the early years of the
Bolivian revolution there were certain sectors within
and outside the country that rejected the revolution and
conspired against it. At that time, they even tried to
impose an economic blockade and to jeopardize the
free transit of goods, taking advantage of the structural
problems that Bolivia was experiencing because of its
maritime isolation resulting from an unjust war of con-
quest. Today, 33 years after the epic event of April
1952, the revolutionary changes are irreversible; they
are the basis of the new national State.

74. 1 must note that those who opposed the revo-
lutionary changes in Bolivia—that is, the counter-
revolutionaries—knocked on the doors of Govern-
ments of neighbouring countries and soughi aid from
them, including the United States. Fortunatcly, they
were not heard, and here [ must comment that in the
case of the United States the wise and timely advice
given by Mr. Milton Eisenhower, who recently died,
was very important, He pointed out to the Administra-
tion in Washington that the deep social changes that
were being experienced by Bolivia and that undoubt-

edly would take place subsequently in other Latin
American countries were socio-economic changes that
had to be understood in a broad historical context.

75. For the countries of the region, peace and col-
lective security can be based only op the principles
of inter-American and international law. ‘The Charter of
the United Nations, the charter of the Organization
of American States and many other legal instruments
enshrine the right of the peoples to self-determination,
non-intervention in domestic affairs and respect for the
tertitorial integrity and political and economic indepen-
dence of States. I must specifically mention the Dec-
laration on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,
adopted by General Assembly resolution 2625 (XXV);
the Declaration on the Inadmissibility of Intervention
and Interference in the Internal Affairs of States,
adopted by Assembly resolution 36/103; the Manila
Declaration on the Peaceful Settlement of International
Disputes, adopted by Assembly resolution 37/10; and,
finally, Assembly resolution 39/210, adopted at the
last session. In all those resolutions and declarations
the principles of the coexistence of States are reaf-
firmed; some of them provide that States must abstain
from the threat or the use of trade restrictions, block-
ades, embargoes and other economic sanctions that are
incompatible with the provisions of the Charter of the
United Nations and infringe bilateral commitments.

76. For those reasons, my Government deplores the
decision of the United States Government to impose an
economic and trade embargo against the Republic of
Nicaragua, That action can only increase even more
the suffering of the people of Nicaragua, the victim
of the Somoza dictatorship, one of the worst and most
shameful ever to have been seen in Latin America. We
also urge the United States and Nicaragua to resume
dialogue and negotiation in the context of international
law and, ir particular, the legal norms that have been
created and perfected in Latin American law.

77. ‘The PRESIDENT: The next speaker is the rep-
resentative of Mongolia. 1 invite him to take a place at
the Council table and to make his statement.

78. Mr. NYAMDOO (Mongolia) (interpretation from
Russian): 1 sincerely congratulate you, Sir, on your
assumption of the presidency of the Security Council
for the month of May and wish you every success in the
performance of your duties. 1 should also like to take
this opportunity to thank your predecessor, Mr. Arias
Stefla, the representative of Peru, for all he did as
Presideit of the Security Council last month,

79. The sieps recently taken by the United States
Administration against the Republic of Nicaragua, in
particular the comprehensive trade embargo and the
cessation of air and sea communications between the
two countries, have rightly been judged by iaterna-
tional public opinion to be crude acts of coercion and



blackmail that are at variance with the norms of the
international legal and economic orders.

80. Itisno secret that from the first days of the victory
of the Sandinist revolution in Nicaragua the United
States has been taking various steps to destabilize the
situation in that country and to overthrow its legiti-
mate Government. To that end it has been carrying out
increased financing and training of Somozist bands,
supplying them with the most modern types of weapons
and directing criminal subversive and terrorist activ-
ities against Nicaragua and its peaceful populatioi.
Recently that Administration has been stepping up its
hostile and aggressive acts against the Republic of
Nicaragua. It has been escalating its military presence
in Central America and expanding its intervention in
the affairs of the countries of that area. All this has
seriously undermined the efforts of the world commu-
nity and the Contadora Group to bring about a peace-
ful settlement of the Central American problem and
created a direct threat to the sovereignty and indepen-
dence of Nicaragua and to peace and security in the
region,

81. The measures of economic pressure adopted by
the United States therefore represent a further dan-
gerous escalation of its interventionist policies against
Nicaragua. Judging by what we learn from the United
States prass, these measures are only the beginning of
an even more far-reaching aggressive plan on the part of
Washington.

82, This situation has caused serious alarm in the
international community. As the Council is aware, the
Co-ardinating Bureau of the Non-Aligned Movement
adopted a short time ago a communiqué [S/17163,
annex] vigorously condemning the steps taken recently
by Washington and its aggressive policy towards Nica-
ragua.

83. The Mongolian People’'s Republic, in keeping
with its policy in favour of peace, totally rejects any
policy of diktat directed against sovereign, independent
States. The unilateral imposition by the United States
of an embargo on trade and economic relations is a
gross violation of the Charter of the United Nations, the
fundamenta’ principles and norms of international law
and specific obligations undertaken by the United
States both bilaterally and multilaterally.

84. The Mongolian People's Republic fully supports
the position of the Government of Nicaragua as set

forth in the statement made by Mr. Chamorro Mora in
the Security Council on Wednesday [2577th meeting].
We believe that the Council should vigorously con-
demn the illegal acts of the United States and demand
the immediate ending of all aggressive acts by the
United States against a sovereign and independent
State Member of this Organization, the Republic of
Nicaragua. At the same time, the Council should do
everything possible to encourage the efforts being made
by the Contadora Group to find a peaceful solution to
the problems of the Central American region and to
establish lasting peace in that part of the world.

85. The Mongolian People’s Republic has consis-
tently supported the Government and people of friendly
Nicaragua. This policy was reiterated in the declaration
made by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs on 22 April,
which was recently issued in an official General Assem-
bly document, A/40/269. It states, inter alia:

**If the United States is really interested in estab-
lishing peace in Central America, it should first re-
frain from attempts to strangle the Sandinist people’s
revolution, cease its policy of State terrorism against
Nicaragua and resume the talks with that country
which it broke off.

*‘The Mongolian People’s Republic fully and
whole-heartedly supports both the just struggle of the
Nicaraguan people, who are defending their free-
dom, independence and revolutionary achievements
from the encroachments of imperialism and reaction,
and the peace initiatives of the Government of Nic-
aragua aimed at finding a peaceful solution to the
problem of Central America.

*The Mongolian People’s Republic firmly de-
mands that the United States Administration should
stop its criminal activities, which amount in effect
to an undeclared war against the Republic of Nic-

The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m.

Nortes

! See Officlal Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-eighth Ses-
slon, Plenary Meetings, vol. 1, 15th para. 38,

2 Ibid., Thirty-seventh Session, Plenary Meetings, vol. 1lI,
84th meeting, para. 31.
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