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2263rd MEETING 

Held in New York on Friday, 30 January 1981, at 11 a.m. 

Pwsident; Mr. LING Qing (China). 

Present: The representatives of the following States: 
China, France, German Democratic Republic, Ireland, 
Japan, Mexico, Niger, Panama, Philippines, Spain, 
Tunisia, Uganda, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, United States of America. 

Provisional agenda (S/Agenda/22631 

1, Adoption of the agenda 

2. The situation in Namibia: 
Further report of the Secretary-General con- 

cerning the implementation of Security Coun- 
cil resolutions 435 (1978) and 439 (1978) 
concerning the question of Namibia (S/14333) 

Letter dated 29 January 1981 from the Perma- 
nent Representative of Tunisia to the United 
Nations addressed to the President of the 
Security Council (S/14347) 

Statement by the President In connection with the 
release of the American hostages 

1. The PRESIDENT (itrterpretcctiotr from Chitrese): 
I should like at the very outset of this meeting to make 
a few remarks in connection with the release of the 
American hostages. With the release of the American 
hostages, Security Council resolutions 457 (1979) and 
461 (i979) have llow been fully implemenied. i am 
sure that I speak fur the Council in expressing deep 
satisfaction and relief that the case is finally concluded. 

2. 1 think I shall also be speaking on behalf of all 
present if 1 express to the Secretary-General and all 
parties concerned our highest appreciation and grati- 
tude for their outstanding and untiring efforts to 
resolve that problem. 

Adoption of the agenda 

The situation iu Namibia: 
Further report of the Secretary-General concerning 

the inipIemcntatlon of Security Council resoiu- 
tions 435 (1 Y’78) aud 43Y (1978) concerning the ques- 
tion of Namibia (S/14333); 

Letter dated 29 January 1981 from the Permanent 
Representative of Tunisia to the United Nations 
addrersed to the President of the Security Council 
(S/14347) 

3. The PRESIDENT (itrterpretatiorr fi+otrt C/these): 
The Security Council is meeting in response to a re- 
quest contained in the letter dated 29 January 1981 
from the representative of Tunisia to the President of 
the Security Council. 

4. Members of the Council have before them the 
further report of the Secretary-General concerning the 
implementation of Security Council resolutions 435 
(1978) and 439 (1978) concerning the question of 
Namibia and the text of a letter dated 28 January 1981 
from the representative of South Africa to the Secre- 
tary-General contained in document [S//4346]. 

5. I now call on the Secretary-General. 

6. The SECRETARY-GENERAL: Before dealing 
with the subject on the agenda I wish to associate 
myself with your remarks, Mr. President, concerning 
the release of the American hostages and also to 
express my deep satisfaction and relief about their 
release and happy return to their families. 

7. Let me also thank you, Sir, for your kind words in 
regard to my efforts. I wish aIs0 to express here my 
deep gratitude to all the members of the Security Coun- 
cil for the great efforts they made to contribute to the 
solution of this tragic Groblem. 

8. The Council has before it my report of 19 January 
concerning the implementation- of ‘Security Council 
resolutions 435 (1978) and 439 (1978) on the question of 
Namibia. That report deals with the meeting that 
was held in Geneva from 7 to 14 January 1981 and with 
the outcome of that meeting. As far as the substance of 
the matter is concerned, 1 do not at the pre;cut time 
have very much to add to what I stated in my report, 
and especially in its concluding observations. I wish, 
however, to take this opportunity to express again my 
particular appreciation to the Organization of African 
Unity (OAU). represented in Geneva by its Secretary- 
General and by the Minister of State for Foreign Af- 
fairs of Sierra Leone, to the front-line States, to 
Nigeria and to the contact group of five Western coun- 
tries. Their presence in Geneva was of the utmost help 
to me personally and to my represzntatives in the 



conduct of the meeting and the consultations thai 
attended it. 

9. On 22 January I addressed a letter to the Minis- 
ter of Foreinn Affairs of South Africa, Mr. R,F, Botha. 
in which I drew attention to my report to the Se& 
rity Council and repeated that in my view a great op- 
portunity had been missed on this occasion. I also 
expressed the hope that the Government of South 
Africa would give serious attention to my appeal for a 
reconsideration of its position. I added that I was 
deeply concerned over the effect of the present stale- 
mate not only on the situation in Namibia itself, but 
also on the prospects of a peaceful and prosperous 
future for the region as a whole. 

IO. On 28 January I received a letter from the Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs of South Africa relating to the 
Geneva meeting and my report on it [see S/14346]. 
-This letter has been circulated to the members of the 
Security Council at the request of the Government of 
South Africa. I do not wish to comment here on the 
substance of that letter or, indeed, of the attachments. 
I believe that the United Nations position was made’ 
very clear by me and by my representatives at Geneva 
and is well known to the members of the Council. 

1 I. As members of the Council are aware, it became 
clear in the course of the Geneva meeting that the 
South African Government was not yet prepared to 
sign a cease-fire agreement and to proceed with the 
implementation of resolution 435 (1978). It would not 
be proper for me to speculate on the reasons for this 
position. 

12. The problem now is to evolve the best course of 
action to achieve our objective, namely, the attaln- 
ment of independence for Namibia at the earliest 
possible time through the implementation of Security 
Council resolution 435 (1978). That conthmes to be 
our goal, and I very much hope that efforts will not 
be relaxed to ensure its early achievement, 

13. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): 
The first speaker inscribed on my list is the represen- 
tative of Tunisia who will speak also as Chairman of 
the Group of Africau States at the United Nations for 
the month of January. 

14. Mr. SLIM (Tunisia)(inlerprc~rrrrionfrorN Fr~rrclt): 
First, my delegation would like to associate itself with 
the general satisfaction which has been expressed as a 
result of the liberation of the American hustages and 
to convey its congratulations both to the hostages 
themselves and their families and to all those who have 
contributed in one way or another to helping to solve 
this problem arid to satisfying the parties concerned. 

15. Mr. “resident, I should now like to discharge a 
very agreeable duty: that of congratulating you very 
sincerely and warmly on your accession to the pres- 
idency of the Security Council for the month of Jan- 

uary. Tunisia is glad to see presiding over the Council 
the representative of a great country, which shares 
with all countries of the third world the same concerns 
and preoccupations and with which my country emjoys 
excellent relations of friendship and co-operation. 
My delegation which, during this month, has had the 
opportunity to express further appreciation of the 
distinguished qualities which are yours, is particularly 
pleased, Mr. President, to assure you of our full co- 
operation. 

16. We should also like to express equally sincere 
and warm congratulations to your predecessor, 
Mr. Donald McHenry, on the exemplary fashion in 
which he directed our work durina the month of De- 
cember last year. I would request the delegation of 
the United States to be kind enough to transmit to him 
both our congratulations and our best wishes. - ~~ _~ 
17. In this month of January 1981, the Council has 
also witnessed the departure of five of its non-per- 
utanent members, the representatives of Bangladesh, 
Jamaica, Norway, Portugal and Zambia, who, during 
their term of office, made an invaluable contribution 
to our work and displayed exemplary devotion to the 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations. My 
delegation would like to express to them both its esteem 
and its consideration, as well as its gratitude for the 
f;zzl co-operation we have enjoyed with each of 

18. My delegatlon wishes to express also its gratifica- 
tion at the particularly constructive co-operation 
which immediately and spontaneously has grown up 
between us and the new members who joined the 
Council at the beginning of this month. It augurs well 
for even greater effectiveness in the action of the 
Council which will make It possible for this body to 
measure up to its onerous responsibilities in the pre- 
servation of international peace and security which, 
unfortunately, are being more and more threatened. 

19. I hope Mr. Noel Dorr of Ireland, Mr. Masahiro 
Nisibori of Japan, Mr. Jaime de Pink% of Spain and 
Mr. Olara Otunnu of Uganda will accept our words 
of welcome. These go also to the delegation of Panama, 
which 1 would request to be kind enough to convey to 
Mr. Jorge Illueca our hearty congratulations on the 
responsible functions with which he has just been 
entrusted. 

20. Will Namibia find peace and independence this 
year, as was so earnestly hoped by the United Nations? 
Will the Namibian people have power transferred to it, 
as advocated in the various pertinent resolutions of 
the Organization? Did the plan, which was so labo- 
riously drawn up by the United Nations in accordance 
with resolution 435 (19781, have any chance of success 
and has it any now? Those are the questions which 
WC ask ourselves at the beginning of 1981-questions 
which have in them both scepticism and hope, against 
a background of anxiety. 



21. Hope because, inspired by the principles of 
freedom and justice, having faith in the virtues of 
negotiation and dialogue and advocating, as we always 
have, the peaceful settlement of disputes, we were 
venturing to hope that reason would finally prevail, 
even among those who have stood out by virtue of their 
contemnt for the human person and the elementary 
principles of international law: hope also, andaboveali, 
because we were assured that the plan of the United 
Nations enjoyed the support of and-was indeed upheld 
by the entire international community and because we 
were convinced that, deprived of support and seriously 
threatened with isolation, South Africa could no! 
persist in its attitude of arrogance and defiance. 

22. Our scepticism, by contrast, sprang from the very 
nature of the Pretoria regime, which is based essen- 
tially on repression, oppression and aggression and 
which could not of its own free will accede to the 
language of negotiation or entertain the ideas of demo- 
cracy and elections. 

23. What could we expect from a regime which on the 
external front maintains a policy of continued, flagrant 
aggression against neighbouring African countries 
and domestically is famous for its inhuman apartheid 
practices and for the persecution and violence prac- 
tised against innocent populations, as well as for death 
sentences handed down, in a travestyofjustlce, against 
young people whose only fault is to believe in the 
existence of freedom and the possibility of one day 
recovering their human dignity? These sentence8 
should, in their turn, be vigorously condemned and 
denounced by the entire international community, 
and first and foremost by those who have devoted 
themselves to defending the concept of freedom, lest 
their own credibility be seriously called into question. 

24. A meeting whose purpose was to prepare for the 
implementation of resolution 435 (1978) was held in 
Geneva from 7 to 14 January 1981. We have just 
listened very closely to the report made by the Secre- 
tary-General; we have also studied the Secretary- 
General’s written report before us with all the care 
demanded by the seriousness of the subject. 

25. Those reports, on which I should like warmly to 
congratulate the Secretary-General, who, in this matter 
as in others, has constantly displayed determination 
and courage in tackling the problems with the dedica- 
tion and objectivity for which he is well known, are in 
themselves sufficiently informative; they provide clear 
and unambiguous replies to the questions which each 
of us has been asking himself. 

26. Thus it does not appear likely that Namibia will, 
according to procedures laid down in resolution 435 
(1978), regain independence and peace this year. 

27. Our purpose today is not to consider in detail the 
implications of this new situation or to advocate 
measures which will have to be taken in the face of 

this new challenge posed to the international com- 
munity. 

28. The matter is too important for the Security 
Council to hold a substantive discussion on it without 
having given itself the necessary time for an in-depth 
analysis of the situation which would take account of 
all the new local, regional and international develop- 
ments. Only after such an analysis could it, in due 
course, take decisions commensurate with the serious- 
ness of the situation. I should merely like to state that, 
if any positive result can be attributed to the Geneva 
meeting, it is that once and for all it made clear the 
responsibilities borne by all partiec to the Namibian 
question, 

29. After Geneva we can no longer harbour any 
doubts about the intentions of the Pretoria regime, 
nor can we give any credit to its promises or commit- 
ments. In addition to its usual arrogant behaviour, it 
used the Geneva conference to Indulge in a “vast 
public relations exercise”, as it was described by one 
of the heads of delegations present. That exercise could 
deceive no one, so unsubtle a manoeuvre as it was. 

30. The delegations present at Geneva-particularly 
those of Western States, which in the matter of Na- 
mibia bear the nrlmarv resnonslbillty-must undoubt- 
edly have lea&ted an important lesson from that 
irresponsible and defiant attitude important both for 
themselves and for the international community at 
large, Can the attitude of the international community 
to the South African r6glme be the same before and 
after the Geneva conference? 

31. Since Geneva, we can no lonaer have any doubts 
about the legitimacy of the South West Africa People’s 
Ornanization (SWAPOI. its reuresentative character, 
or its keen sense of its~histo&al responsibilities; we 
can no longer have any doubts regarding its respon- 
sible attitude or its credibility, both domestically and 
internationally; nor can we have any doubt about its 
determination to continue itb struggle until the inde- 
pendence of Namibia is attained. The Geneva meeting 
provided the proof of this to those who still doubted it. 

32. The unanimity demonstrated at Geneva by 
SWAP0 and the so-called front-line States is undoubt- 
edly shared by all Africans. We should not, however, 
be misled: this discipline conceals agreat deal of anger, 
quite properly felt by all Africans who daily witness 
or experience fresh affronts. This situation must end. 
Namibia must be independent. We must all make 
concerted efforts to achieve this. 

33. Mr. MUNOZ LED0 (Mexico) (i/rrer’~~,‘c~/rtric,rr 
from Spattish): After the adjustments and the uncer- 
tainty that characterized the beginnirp L’; tke year. 
the Security Council has begun today :o cr,isider a 
question of crucial importance. We wis!: +ublicly 10 
express our appreciation to Mr. Ling Qing of China for 
the patience, wisdom and conviction with which he has 



conducted our work, qualities which exemplify the 
admirable virtues of his people. We also wish to 
convey a cordial greeting to Mr. Donald McHenry 
of the United States for his guidance of the Council 
during the month of December and for the exceptional 
work he did among us. 

34. My delegation reiterates the satisfaction expres- 
sed by our President at the recent release of the Amer- 
ican hostages and is particularly pleased at the resolu- 
tion of this delicate problem by means of negotiation. 
The Security Council and the Secretary-General, 
acting on its behalf, contributed to the negotiating 
process through decisions and proposals which 
eliminated the risk of confrontation and eased the way 
to dialogue. 

35. We have received written and oral reports by the 
Secretary-General on the implementation-of Security 
Council resolutions 435 (1978) and 439 (1978) con- 
cerning the question of Namibia, in which he informed 
us of the most recent events in the long process by 
which we have so far been unable to make the will of 
the international community prevail. In the next few 
days this document will be carefully analysed by the 
Council and that analysis, together with the determina- 
tion of States Members of the Organization expressed 
in this and other forums, should lead us to clear deci- 
sions and vigorous action towards the attainment of 
the objectives we have set ourselves, 

36. This meeting represents the beginning of a new 
and, we hope, the last stage in dealing with the ques- 
tion of Namibia. In the course of the debate my delega- 
tion will make statements of broader scope and put 
forward more concrete proposals. For the moment we 
wish simply to state our unhappiness over what has 
occurred and our well-founded doubts concerning the 
viability of the process we have embarked upon, 

37. The failure of the Geneva meeting not only 
implies that the illegal occupation of Namibia is likely 
lo continue indefinitely, but also suggests that the 
South African r8gime perhaps does not consider that 
the Member States have made a true political commit- 
ment to comply with the decisions of the United 
Nations. 

38. It is my delegation’s view that the facts con- 
fronting us should be openly and carefully consid- 
ered, while we also reaffirm our commitments a-.;l 
search for more effective means ofaction to bring about 
the independence of Namibia, as well as to suppress 
the rCgime of ccptrr//wit/ and to limit the excesses of 
South Africa by making the arms embargoeffective and 
reducing the Pretoria rCgime’s capacity to maintain 
its defiance. 

39. I should like to take this opportunity warmly 
to welcome the representatives of Ireland, Japan, 
Panama, Spain and Uganda, who in only a few days 
have already contributed to strengthening the Council 

through their intelligent and constructive participation. 
We would also wish every success to Mr. Jorge 
Enrique Illueca of Panama in the sensitive duties to 
which he has been summoned, a trust he undoubtedly 
deserves. 

40. 1 should like too to express the hope that the 
immediate future will find us united so that we can 
avoid any possibility of regression concerning the prin- 
ciples whose universal recognition has cost the United 
N&ions so many years of effort and that, instead, we 
may achieve considerable progress in their implemen- 
tation. 

41. Mrs. PANIZA de BELLAVITA (Panama) (b/w- 
~rctatim .fratn StxmisL): The fortunate coincidence 
whereby Panama ‘has become a member of the Security 
Council during the Presidency of the People’s Repub- 
lic of China ii a source of particular graiification for 
my country. May I be permitted, therefore, Mr. Ling 
Qing, to convey heartiest congratulations to you on 
your assumption of the presidency ofthe Council and to 
offer to you the full co-operation of the Panamanian 
dele.cation. It is also a pleasure for me to exuress the 
appreciation of Pan&a for the work done by the 
rearesentative of the United States of America, Donald 
M’cHenry, who presided over the Council this past 
December. 

42. My delegation wishes, in accordance with its 
duty, to do justice to the exceptional work done in 
the Council, during the Carter Administration, by 
Mr, Andrew Young, who recently received from the 
President of the United States the Medal of Freedom 
for his numerous accomplishments. There is no doubt 
that Mr. Young contributed to giving the United States 
a new international Image through his remarkable 
efforts for peace and universal understanding. That 
new image was further enhanced by the sophisticated 
professionalism of his successor, Mr. Donald McHenry 
and by the lofty humanistic beliefs of his deputy, 
Mr. William J. vanden Heuvel. To all of them I express 
our sincere appreciation. 

43. The delegation of Panama is extremely pleased 
to see that its term of office representing Latin America 
on the Council begins in the company of the delega- 
tions of Ireland, Japan, Spain and Uganda, countries 
which we are sure will make positive contributions in 
discharging their important responsibilities in this 
Organ of the IJnited Nations. 

44. The new members of the Council will have to 
make unprecedented efforts if they are to measure up 
to the impeccable performance of the outgoing mem- 
bers: Bangladesh, Jamaica, Norway, Portugal and 
Zambia. We recall with respect and admiration the 
work done by Messrs. Khwaja Mohammed Kaiser, 
Donald 0. ,Mills, Ole Algird, Vasco Futscher Pereira 
and Paul John Firmino L.usaka, whose careers form a 
fundamental part of the history of the United Nations, 
thanks to their enormous efforts in the service of world 
peace. 



51. Once again my country wishes to reaffirm its 
solidarity with and support for the peoples and nations 
of Africa and to identify with the cause of Namibia. 
The longer the Government of South Africa takes to 
comply-with the decisions contained in Security 
Council resolutions 435 (1978) and 439 (1978), the 
worse the situation will become between~ southern 
Africa and South Africa. 

45. 1 wish to make special mention of Mr. Mills of 
Jamaica who for the last two years occupied the Latin 
American post, which is now filled by Panama. The 
excentional humanity and hinh professional aualifica- 
tionsof Mr. Mills are well l&o&n in United-Nations 
circles. For us in the Latin American sphere he is a 
model worthy of being followed but impossible to 
equal, 

46, The absence of the Jamaican representative will, 
however, be largely compensated for in the Council 
as far as Latin American representation is concerned 
by the Mexican delegation. Mexico, with its exemplary 
international policy, its tradition of love of freedom and 
justicb, its dedication to peace and its uninterrupted 
defence of the principle of non-interference and the 
right of self-determination of peoples, represents in the 
Council at the highest levels the values of Latin Amer- 
ican culture and the ideals of peace which are cherished 
by mankind. The Panamanian delegation will be 
extremely pleased to work on these important tasks 
with Mr. Porfirio Muiioz Ledo, who has always 
excelled in the highest posts in his country and who, 
with his talent, culture and extraordinary political 
acumen, enhances the image of his country and of the 
great family of Latin American nations. 

47. May I convey to you, Mr. President, the apprecia- 
tion of the Government and people of Panama for the 
significant words of welcome which you expressed 
at the 2262nd meeting of the Council. Reasons inde- 
pendent of our will have made my country the recipient 
of the international community’s confidence. It has 
bestowed on us the high honour of election to a post of 
non-permanent member in the Security Council, one of 
the posts reserved for the Latin American region. 

48. From the standpoint of current international 
events, this honour and trust acquire oarticular sig- 
nificance and call forth my country’s-appreciation. 
The international conflicts and problems of our times, 

.  .  given their nature and compiexity, require urgent .I.. * attention ani rapid remedies. Consequently, the 
Security Council today, more than ever, must remain 
continually alert and must not evade the effective 
performance of the duty incumbent on it to set in 
motion the machinery to preserve international peace 
and security which has been established by the Chier 
of the United Nations in keeping with resolutions of the 
Council and of the General Assembly. 

49. Through you, Mr. President, the delegation of 
Panama wishes to thank the Secretarv-General fol 
his further report concerning the impl&nentation of 
Security Council resolutions 435 (1978) and 439 (1978) 
relating to the question of Namibia. 

50. We deplore the fact that the objectives of the 
meetings held at the Palais des Nations in Geneva from 
7 to 14 January 1981, despite the good offices of the 
Sccrctary-General anti the high-level ~t~preFcnt;~tion of 
the pilrtic5. *crc not alt;~metl. 

52. My country wishes to state that it will spare no 
efforts to see that the people of Namibia realize their 
right to self.determination and independence. 

53. In conclusion, my delegation reserves its right 
to speak on this matter when it is discussed by the 
Council. 

54. Mr. OVINNIKOV (Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics) (intorpraratiott from Russian): May I con- 
gratulate you, Mr. President, on acceding to the post 
of President of the Security Council for the current 
month and express satisfaction at your successful 
performance of these lofty responsibilities. 1 should 
like also to express our gratitude to your predecessor 
in this post, Mr. McHenry. 

55. Our delegation would like warmly to welcome the 
new members of the Security Council-the repre- 
sentatives of Ireland, Japan, Panama, Spain and 
Uganda-and to wish them every success in their 
activities in the Council, an organ which bears the 
main responsibility for maintaining international 
peace and security. In performing the important 
functions that are entrusted by the Charter to the 
Security Council, those delegations, like all others, 
can be certain of constructive co-operation on the 
part of the delegation of the Soviet Union. 

56. May I also express our gratitude to the repre- 
sentatives of the outaointz non-permanent members 
of the Security Cot:ncil-the representatives of Bang- 
ladesh, Jan&a, Norway, Portugal and Zambia-for 
the useful contribution they have made to the Coun- 
cil’s work over the last two years. 

S7. Like other delegations, we can only express 
satisfaction at the fact that the staff of the United 
States Embassy who were detained in Teheran have 
finally been liberated. The Soviet Union has always 
advocated and continues to advocate the unswerving 
obs.:rvance of generally accepted norms of inter- 
national law regarding the immunity of diplomatic 
personnel, as laid down in the Vienna Convention on 
Diplomatic Relations of 1961, I 

58. At the same time, we should like to recall that, 
precisely in connection with the fact that the Iranian 
authorities had detained American personnel, the 
United States proceeded to concentrate large-scale 
naval forces in the area of the Persian Gulf. If declara- 
tions hy the IJnited States in this connection were not 
bllnply il plcrsul lOI Cilll yi11g UUI f;ll lcdclllny pl,1ns ,,I 



that part of the world, then once the question of the 
American personnel had been successfully resolved. 
the American warships should, it seems, have left the 
shores of Iran and returned from the area of the Persian 
Gulf to their own shores. 

59. Turning now to the item before us on the Secu- 
rity Council’s agenda, we should like to make the 
following statement. 

60. We listened closely to the statement made by the 
Secretary-General when he presented to the Council 
his report on the Geneva talks between !3WAPO 
and South Africa held under the aegis of the United 
Nations. We listened equally closely to the sttdement 
made by the Chairman of the African Group for Jan. 
uary, the representative of Tunisia, Mr. Slim, and also 
those of the representatives of Mexico and Panama. 

61. The Soviet delegation shares the concern over 
the provocative refusal of South Africa to proceed to 
the implementation of a Namibian settlement. We 
understand the desire of the African countries to 
study the situation that has arisen in order to deter- 
mine what specific steps would be most effective. 
At the same time, the main conclusions which should 
be drawn from this situation are clear even today. 

62. First, the position of the United Nations with 
respect to the Namibian question, a position that has 
been reflected in numerous Security Council and 
General Assembly resolutions, is completely unam- 
biguous: Namibia is a Territory illegally occupied by 
the South African racists; SWAP0 is the sole legitimate 
representative of the struggling people of Namibia. 
Incidentally, those who today are hastening to attach 
the label df “international t&orists” to & national 
liberation movements not to their IBing, including 
SWAPO, could usefully be reminded of that decision of 
the United Nations relating to the status of SWAP0 
~Cenrrul Assembly deci& 35/442 of 16 December 
/9801. If we go further into this dub&s ohIlosoDhy 
accoiding to which some should be called terrorisis 
simply because they are struggling for their freedom 
from the colonial and racist yoke, then most of the 
representatives of the non-aligned countries who are 
proudly representing their independent States in the 
United Nations today could also quite recently have 
been described by some in similar terms. The Soviet 
people have a different approach and a different phi- 
losophy. The Soviet Union has been and continues to 
be on the side of those peoples who are struggling for 
their freedom and independence and we are proud of 
that. 

63. The right of the people of Namibia to freedom, 
independence and self-ditermination is, once again 
according to United Nations decisions. their inalien, 
able right. Consequently, the actions ok South Africa 
aimed at ntaintaining its occupation of Namibia rep. 
resent R serious threat to international peace and 
~~ulit)-. 

64. However, South Africa is now essentially pro- 
posing to the United Nations, Africa and, indeed, all 
progressive mankind the idea that this position be 
revised so that the United Nations may with regard to 
the question of Namibia take what is called an unbi- 
ased position-unbiased, of course, in the eyes of 
South Africa. The leading lights of the policy of ccpcrrt- 
heid had hitherto never reached this level of cynicism. 
It is precisely for that reason that a firm rebuttal must 
be given to the claims of Pretoria that the position of 
the United Nations should be changed. 

65. Secondly, the United Nations, the African 
countries and other peace-loving States were pre- 
pared to display a reasonable degree of patience and 
restraint and to proceed by means of negotiation, It 
is true that the particular advantages of that procedure 
were described only by a few well-known States. 
However, I should like to recall in this connection that 
eight years ago, in February 1972, at the series of 
meetings held by the Security Council during its visit 
to Africa [1627th-1639th meetings], those Powers 
assured us that, in order to reach a turning-point in 
the solution to the Namibian problem by means of 
negotiation, they needed only six months. At that time 
they also stated-and to verify this we need only glance 
at the records of those Council meetings-that, were 
South Africa to continue in its stubbornness, they 
would draw the necessary weighty conclusions. But 
six months, a year, 18 months elapsed and the talks 
with Pretoria, as the Soviet delegation had warned 
from the very outset, led to nothing, and South Africa 
was simply given the opportunity for further delay. 
It was later proposed by the same source that another 
variant of these talks be utilized. This was agreed to so 
that at least by 1981-the present year-Namibia 
might finally achieve independence. In November 
I978, the Security Council in resolution 439 (1978) 
warned South Africa that, were it to refuse to imple- 
ment the resolutions of the Council on Namibia, the 
Council would meet to take the relevant steps against 
South Africa under Chapter VII of the Charter of the 
United Nations. 
66. Today, after the complete breakdown of the 
Geneva talks. it is clear that South Africa has once 
and for all refused to observe the time-table laid down. 
Furthermore, South Africa has now quite openly 
put off a decision on this question siw t/k. We can 
either look squarely at these facts or sitnply hide OUI 
heads in the sand; but that second course of action 
would only be playing into the hands of the South 
African racists, which would be damaging to the 
fundamental interests of the people of Namibia. 

67. It is the profound conviction of the Soviet dele- 
gation that in the present circumstances, the United 
Nations must take the most decisive steps. In this 
connection, the resumed thirty-fifth session of the 
General Assembly should have its own word to say. 
In its turn, the Security Council should take decisive 
action under Chapter VII of the Charter to ensure that 
the people of Namibia achieve genuine independence. 



68. The United Nations is entitled to expect that 
those who eight years ago promised to initiate serious 
steos. and those who two and a half years ago once 
ag&.made the same promise, will, nbw, thti South 
Africa has once and for all lowered its mask, fulfil their 
promises and not impede the initiation of such action. 

69, Mr. NISIBORI (Japan): Mr. President, first of all 
1 should like to convey to you the sincere congratula- 
tions of my delegation on your assumption of the 
oresidencv for the month of January. I am happy to 
see you, kr. Ling, the representaiive of a cbi&ry 
with which Japan enjoys very close and friendly 
relations, assuming tl&- high &ice at the momerit 
when Japan begins its new term of office in the Security 
Council. I am sure that under your able guidance our 
meetings will produce fruitful results. I should llke to 
assure you that my delegation will co-operate to the 
fullest extent of its abilities as you carry o$ the duties 
of your high office. 

70. I should also like to pay a high tribute to 
Mr. McHenry of the delegation of the United States 
of America for his guidance of the work of the Security 
Council last month. Although Japan was not a mem- 
ber at that time, my delegation closely followed the 
Council’s deliberations on the important issues pre- 
sented to it and could appreciate the skill and dedica- 
tion which Mr. McHeh,y brought to his task. I would 
like to ask the United States delegation to convey our 
sentiments to Mr. Donald &Henry. 

71. In addition, on behalf of my Government I should 
like to address my special word of thanks to you and 
to other representatives who have expressed cordial 
words of welcome to my country and myself. My coun. 
try is pleased to commence this term in the company 
of Ireland, Panama, Spain and Uganda, countries to 
which Japan is bound by special ties of friendship and 
co-operatlon. I should also like to pay a well-desorvod 
tribute to the delegatlons of those countries whose 
Council membershlp expired at the end of 1980. I refer 
to Bangladesh. Jamaica, Norway, Portugal and Zam 
bia, which, in their joint work r&d co-operation with 
all other members of the Council, provided a valuable 
and inspiring model for those of is who are just be- 
ginning our term of membership in the Council. 

72. My Government has always recognized that the 
Security Council is the single most important organ 
for the maintenance of world peace and security. Thus 
we regard our membership in the Council as a great 
honour, but also as one which carries awesome respon- 
sibilities. This is the fifth time that Japan has been 
privileged to serve on the Council and, although the 
role of the Council has always been important, I be- 
lieve that it will become increasingly crucial in the 
coming months and years. For, while the world is 
becoming ever more interdependent, demanding 
greater co-operation between all regions, there are 
centrifugal forces at work as well. As the world’s 
resources become scarce, and armaments more 

deadly, there is a heightened danger that local or 
reglonal tension could spark a major conflict. Thus 
I believe that the time ahead will present us with 
precious opportunities for co-operation, as well as 
grave challenges. I am confident, however, that the 
Security Cou&il can be effective in responding to the 
constantly changing and complex world situation. As 
a member of the Council, I can assure the Council that 
Japan will continue with renewed determination to 
work for world peace and security in accordance with 
the principles of the Charter. 

73. In accordance with the understanding reached 
yesterday at the informal meeting of the Security 
Council, my statement on the problem of Namibia 
today will be limited to an observation of a general 
nature on the report of the Secretary-General con- 
cerning the implementation of resolutions 435 (1978) 
and 439 (1978), contained in document S/14333. When 
the Council resumes its consideration at a later stage, 
my delegation would like to make a detailed and 
substantial statement on this very important question. 

74. This morning I have listened to the statement of 
the Secretary-General attentively. I have also read 
with great interest his report dated 19 January 1981. 
I closely watched developments throughout the 
entire course of the pre-implementation meeting held 
In Geneva, in the expectation that independence of 
Namibia would be achieved by the end of this year in 
accordance with Security Counci! resolution 435 
(1978). 

75. First of all I should like to express our deep 
appreciation of the efforts exerted by the Secretary- 
General and the team led by Mr. Brian Urquhart for 
the preparation and conduct of the meeting. I am fully 
aware that the front.llne States, Nigerla, OAU and 
the contact BTOIJP of Western countries also made 
commondablZ efforts with a view to achieving the 
objectives of the moetine-i.e., the setting of the date 
for tho cease&e and implementation of the settle- 
ment proposal. 

76, The meeting provided all the parties concerned 
with the first opporiunity in the long history of struggle 
for the independence of Namibia to make contacts 
and to exchange views at a variety of levels. Regard- 
less of the result of the meeting, we cannot overlook 
its positive aspects in creating good faith, a spirit of 
co-operation and understanding. 

77. However, it is deplorable that. because of the 
intransigent attitude taken by South Africa, the meeting 
had to be adjourned without an agreement being 
reached on the date for implementation. 

78. As the Secretary-General has pointed out in his 
report, the outcome of the meeting in Geneva must 
give rise to the most serious international concern. 
1 wish to join the Secretary-General in his appeal to 
the Government of South Africa to review. with the 



utmost care. the imnlications of the meeting and to 
reconsider iis position with regard to the imp’icmenta- 
tion nf resolution 435 (1978) at the earliest possible 
time. “he task which lies before us in assisting Namibia 
to achieve its independence at the earliest possible 
date is by no means an easy one. Nevertheless, I should 
like to assure you, hIr. President, that my delegation 
is fully determined to work together with the other 
members of the Security Council in order to achieve 
the goal set forth in resolutions 435 (1978) and 439 
(1978). 

79. Before concluding my statement, I wish to say a 
few words on the release of the 52 American hostages. 
The Government and people of Japan are very pleased 
that the problem has been settled peacefully through 
efforts made by the parties concerned and, in partic- 
ular, thanks to the persevering manner in which the 
Government and people of the United States have dealt 
with the problem for a long period of time. I should also 
like to pay a high tribute to the Secretary-General, who 
made tremendous efforts to discharge the duties 
conferred on him by the Security Council, 

80. Mr. FLORIN (German Democratic Republic) 
(irrrerpretutiott jiw Russian): Mr. President, I should 
like to congratulate you on your accession to the post 
of President of the Security Council for the monih of 
January. I would request the delegation of the United 
States io transmit td the President of the Council for 
December, Mr. McHenry, our best wishes. 

81, At the same time 1 should like to avail myself of 
this opportunity to welcome warmly the new members 
of the Council to our midst: the representatives of 
Ireland, Japan, Panama, Spain and-Uganda. I can 
assure all of them of the co-operation of the German 
Democratic Republic in performing the tasks that are 
incumbent on the Security Council. 

82. I should like to state that for the delegation of the 
German Democratic Republic it has been an honour to 
co-operate with the representatives of Bangladesh, 
Jamaica, Norway, Portugal and Zambia in the Coun- 
cil, and we should like to express our gratitude to them. 

83. The delegation of the German Democratic Re- 
public would also like to express its satisfaction in 
connection with the release of United States Embassy 
personnel in Teheran and its hope that this will reduce 
tension in that part of the world. 

84. The delegation of the German Democratic 
Republic believes that it is a matter of extreme impor- 
tance for the Security Council to continue to concern 
itself with the problem of Namibia and with all steps 
that could be taken towards its settlement, primarily 
in view of the responsibility borne by the United 
Nations for Namibia. We share the concern which 
has been expressed in paragraph 21 of the Secretary- 
General’s report. We symgathize with the points that 

regarding events in Geneva and the course of the 
struggle to liberate Namibia from South African 
opp&ssion. 

85, However, I should add that the destructive 
attitude of South Africa, which led to the downfall of 
the Geneva talks. was not particularly surprising to 
us. In the light of the policy oi’obstruction and delaying 
tactics which has been pursued by South Africa since 
the Security Council abopted r&olution 435 (19781, 
there was but one surprising eleinent in Genevaand that 
was the undisguised impudence with which the repre- 
sentatives of the racist r6gime gave their negative 
response to the United Nations and to the international 
community. We have frequently had occasion here 
to refer to-the negative attiiude of the Pretoria rdgime 
and to the reasons for it. We demanded, and we should 
once again like to repeat this today, that the arms 
embargo be strengthened and that far-reaching en- 
forcement steps be taken against South Africa, in 
accordance with Chapter VII of the Charter of the 
United Nations. 

86. In view of the defiance of the United Nations, 
witnessed once again at Geneva, and also in view of the 
fact that the racist rkgime simultaneously committed 
cruel acts of aggression against the People’s Republic 
of Angola, one may legitimately wonder how long 
the United Nations and how long the Security Coun- 
cil can tolerate such conduct. 

87. It should be pointed out that the presence in 
Geneva of representatives of certain NATO States 
did not have a very positive effect. The relations of 
certain influential circles in those States with South 
Africa leave no room for any possible illusion that 
they might ever be prepared to oblige South Africa 
to accept the decisions of the UniTed Nations, in 
particular since those States have constantly resisted 
the adoption of any resolute enforcement measures. 
One wonders what is really the purpose of the pres- 
ence of NATO States at meetings such as the Geneva 
meeting. 

88. The Geneva meeting has also revealed the sense 
of responsibility and the constructive spirit with 
which SWAP0 has supported efforts to reach a settle- 
ment of the NamibiaI; broblem. This has once again 
confirmed SWAPO’s role as the sole legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Namibian people, a role that has foi 
years been repeatedly endorsed at successive sessions 
of the General Assembly. 

89. We are convinced that the time has now come 
to draw conclusions from our many years of experience 
with the policy of South Africa concerning Namibia 
and, by means of the effective enforcement measures 
laid down in the Charter, to force the Pretoria rCgime 
to respect the decisions of the United Nations. 
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and sense of gratification of the people and Govern- 
ment of the United States of America over the release 
of the American hostages. We extend our best wishes 
for the future to them and to their families. 

91. And now, Mr. President, allow me to congrat- 
ulate you on your assumption of the presidency of the 
Security Council for the month of January. It is a 
source of satisfaction to my delegation to see you, the 
representative of a great Asian country with which my 
own country enjoys warm and friendly ties of CO- 
operation and mutual understanding, presiding over 
the bushless of the Council. Our two countries and 
peoples have deepened their friendship and broadened 
areas of mutually beneficial co-operation, 

92. Given your diplomatic capabilities and vast 
experience nurtured after years of active participa- 
tion and involvement in the work of the Conference 
on the Law of the Sea, we are confident that you will 
be able to deal decisively and expeditiously with the 
issues confronting the Security Council. 

93. My delegation commends the excellent manner 
in which Mr. McHenry of the United States conducted 
the affairs of the Council last month. His positive 
contribution to the work of the Council will be long 
remembered by us. We request the United States 
delegation to convey to him our best wishes for success 
in his future endeavours. 

94, My delegation warmly welcomes the new mem- 
bers of the Security Council, the representatives of 
Ireland, Japan, Panama, Spain and Uganda. We 
assure them of our support and co-operation in the 
discharge of the responsibilities of the Council, To our 
colleagues who have left our midst, the representa- 
tives of Bangladesh, Jamaica, Norway, Portugal and 
Zambia, my delegation expresses its sincere apprecia- 
tion for their invaluable assistance and co-operation. 
Our close association with them widened our horizons 
and yielded Gutuaiiy beneficial relationships. 

95. In this connection, my delegation wishes to 
reciprocate the cordial remarks made by Mr. Khwda 
Mohammed Kaiser of Dangiadesh last December 
during his lucid representation of the report of the 
Security Council Committee established by resoiu- 
tion 421 (iY77) concerning the question of South 
Africa. My delegation wishes to congratulate him fol 
his sterling contribution to the work of that Com- 
mittee. 

96. My delegation is grateful to the Secretary-General 
for his oral report und for his written report, which is 
before us, on the pre-implementation meeting 011 
N tmibia recently held in Geneva, The intelnational 
community wus hopeful that that pre-implementation 
meeting would be the final step towards reaching a 
settlement for the reaiizstion of the efforts undertaken 
by the United Nations to resolve ihe question of 
Namibia by pcaccful I~C;IIIS. 

97. Regrettably, that was not to be. In the long and 
arduous process of negotiations on Namibia, we have 
seen a series of manoeuvres and delaying moves on 
the part of South Africa which proved to be the ob- 
struction to reaching agreement. 

98. In the view of my delegation, that happened 
again at the recent meeting in Geneva. The argument 
set forth by South Africa at the Geneva meeting is, 
to say the least, unconvincing to my delegation. My 
delegation had hoped that the Geneva meeting would 
provide the necessary impetus to set in motion the 
early implementation of Security Council resolutions 
435 (1978) and 439 (1978) that would bring genuine 
independence to Namibia based on the exercise of the 
right of the Namibian people to self-determination. 
It was within this context that my delegation gave its 
support to the postponement of the substantive con- 
sideration of the question of Namibia at the last session 
of the General Assembly. -~-’ - 

99. The discouraging outcome of the Geneva meeting 
is regrettable. My delegation expresses its grave 
concern over this development, which is a serious set 
back to United Nations efforts. 

100. In conclusion, my delegation will have the op- 
portunity to address itself in more detail to this point 
once the Council begins anew its substantive con- 
sideration of the question of Namibia. 

101. Mr. OUMAROU (Niger) (irlrerprerutiun from 
Frc~rck): Mr. President, we are already on the eve of 
the end of your mandate. This is therefore an appro- 
priate occasion to pay tribute to the great qualities you 
have shown throughout this month of January, which 
for the Council marks the beginning of a new year of 
reflexion, vigilance and responsibilities. 

102. In this connection, my delegation feels relieved 
and comforted by the final release of the American 
hostages. May that happy event herald a new era of 
understanding and agreement in international relations. 

103. My delegation congratulates you, Mr. President, 
on the tact, patience and moderation coupled with 
authority which you displayed in guidhig our work. 
It permitted the Security Council to act in the spirit of 
its role and its mission. My delegation takes this 
opportunity to reassure your great country, the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China, of the importance which 
the Niger attaches to friendship with your people 
and to co-operation with your leaders. 

104. We have come together here for a meeting we 
had thought for a moment we might be spared. How- 
ever. 011 the eve of 7 Januarv 1981. the date of the ore- 
impl&iientation meeting ievoteh IO giving e+ect 
to resolutions 435 (19781 and 439 (1978) on the inde- 
pendence of Namibia, we had no iiiusidns. We must, 
unforlunately. note. after having heard the Secretnry- 
General ;i nionient ago alld .d’Lcr having read his cou- 
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rageous. clear and objective report of 19 January, that 
South Africa continues to raise more and more ob- 
stacles to the implementation of the settlement plan. 
The Niger and ail Africa are deeply disappointed and 
concerned over this, as is the entire international 
community and, through it, the Security Council and 
all parties of good will that had agreed to take on the 
exalting task of decolonization imposed on the world 
by the;Ilegal occupation of the Territory of Namibia 
by the South African racists. 

105. Among those parties of good will, my delegation 
would like to make particular mention of the front- 
line States and Nigeria, OAU and the contact group 
of five Western States, whose efforts in Geneva, we 
have been told, were constructive and highly ap 
preciated. And, of course, we cannot forget the Secre- 
tary-General, who perseveringly and methodically 
prepared the gathering at Geneva, once again dis- 
playing his ability to concentrate actively on problems 
which, if not settled, create discord and tension in the 
world. He will no doubt permit me to express the 
appreciation of my delegation also to his many ef- 
fective and discreet colleagues, in particular Mr. Brian 
Urquhart, whose commitment to the cause of Namibia 
gives rise to the highest hopes. 

106. With regard to SWAPO, its leaders, its fighters 
and its militants, whose just and legitimate struggle 
we support, they may simply rest assured that the 
Niger will always continue to make its contribution 
of solidarity and action, until the complete liberation 
of Namibia. 

107. This meeting is unfortunately not devoted to a 
substantive consideration of this important question, 
which has acquired a more disquieting and new dimen- 
sion by reason of the failure of the Geneva meeting, 
My delegation therefore reserves its right to return to 
this question to state the importance and the urgency 
which the Niger attaches to the democratic indepen- 
dence of Namibia. 

108. Bui I did not wish to conclude without bidding 
a warm welcome to our friends from Ireland, Japan, 
Panama, Spain and Uganda, fve countries which 
are severally dear to us and to which I express here 
assurances of our full and friendly co-operation. 

109. That leads me also to recall the extent to which 
my delegation has been honoured by the relations of 
friendship, undersianding and open co-operation 
which it enjoyed in the course of a year with the repre- 
sentatives of Bangladesh, Jamaica, Norway, Por- 
tugal and Zambia. Those delegations have left us after 
having acquitted themselves with great competence 
in the Security Council and their ever apt and clear- 
sighted contribution will certainly not be forgotten. 

I IO. My thought’: also go IO Mr. McHenry, who has 
just concluded his term LS representative of the United 
States after a productive presidency of the Council, 

- 

which was quite in keeping with his great talents as 
a diplomat and with the enormous prestige of his great 
country. My delegation will always appreciate his 
constant support for African causes. 

111. Mr. OTUNNU (Uganda): I wish, on behalf of my 
delegation, to convey warm congratulations to you, 
Mr. President, on your assumption of the presidency 
of the Council for the month of January, I am confident 
that your wisdom and statesmanship will strengthen 
and enrich the work of the Council. 1 wish also to 
express the gratitude of my delegation to you and to 
the other members of the Council for their kind words 
of welcome. Your guidance and encouragement, 
Mr. President, as well as those of long-standing mem- 
bers of the Council have been of immense help in 
getting us settled and acquainted with the business 
and procedures of the Council. 

112. I should like too to express our gratitude to 
Mr. McHenry for the very able leadership he provided 
the Council during the month of December. 

113. May I also take this opportunity to pay a warm 
tribute to the delegations of Bangladesh, Jamaica, 
Norway, Portugal and Zambia, the outgoing members 
of the Security Council, for their outstanding con- 
tribution to the work of the Council during the last two 
years. 

114. My delegation associates itself with the remarks 
you have made, Mr. President, on the release of the 
American hostages. Uganda has been following with 
anxiety the developments concerning this crisis. 
We therefore share the joy and relief of the hostages, 
of their families and of the American people at seeing 
this problem ended peacefully and to the satisfaction of 
ail the parties concerned. It is clear from the statements 
of various delegations, as well as from the events of the 
last few days, that this sense of relief and satisfaction 
is shared by the whole international community. 
I should like to commend the Security Council and 
the Secretary-General for the important part they 
played in creating a positive climate for negotiations 
during this very unfortunate episode. I wish also to pay 
a special tribute to the Government and people of 
Algeria for the crucial and indispensable role that 
they played in resolving the hostage crisis. 

115. As this is the. firs! intervention by my delegation 
in the formal proceedings of the Council, 1 wish to take 
this opportunity to express the gratitude and apprecia- 
tion of the Govermnent and people of Uganda to al1 
Members of the United Nations, and especially to the 
Group of African States, for the trust and confidence 
in my country they have expressed by electing us 
to serve for the next two years on the Security Coun- 
cil. We fully appreciate the magnitude of this respon- 
sibility and we shall endeavour to play our part to the 
full. 

116. We are conscious of the fact that the main 
responsibility of the Council is the maintenance of 



international peace and security. But my delegation 
is equally aware that the goal of maintaining inter- 
national peace and security cannot be achieved either 
in a vacuum or by the application of some mechanical 
formula. Our obiectives can be achieved only by the 
strengthening of certain agreed principles enshrined 
in the Charter of the United Nations. 

117. Each passing week we witness manifold events 
which explain why the Security Council was entrusted 
with the role of reducing tension and thus maintaining 
peace and security in the world. The causes of world 
tension and the ensuing conflicts are many and varied. 
In the view of my delegation, the situation of racism 
and oppression in southern Africa poses one of the 
most sirmiticant threats to international ueace and 
security-today. The question of Palestine is’ a powder 
ken. which. thouah nhvsicallv located in the Middle 
Ea%, is in reality-a Constant ihreat to the peace and 
security of the whole world. Colonialism and other 
attempts to dominate or interfere in the affairs of other 
countries constitute other major sources of inter- 
national tension, My delegation will play its part con- 
structively in attempting to End solutions to those 
problems in particular and to other forms of tension 
threatening international peace and security. 

118. I have indicated that the situation in southern 
Africa is a maior source of threats to international 
peace and security. The Security Council has long 
recognized this fact in the case of the occupation of 
Namibia and the Council consequently decided on the 
accession to independence of Namibia in accordance 
with its resolutions 43.5 (1978) and 439 (1978). It was 
with a view to implementing those resolutions that 
the Secretary-General convened a pre-implementa- 
tion meeting in Geneva. 

119. We have studied carefully the report of the 
Secretary-General on the meeting in Geneva and we 
listened attentively to his comments on that report 
this morning. My delegation will not at this stage enter 
into a debate on the substance of the report, but we 
reserve our right to discuss the report comprehen- 
sively at a later date. However, let me note the deep 
disappointment which my delegation feels at the fact 
that it was not possible to set dates for a cease-fire and 
the implementation of the United Nations indepen- 
dence plan for Namibia. We also note, and this with 
deep satisfaction, that SWAP0 was willing to proceed 
at the meeting in Geneva to sign a cease-fire agreement 
and to agree on a target date for the arrival of the United 
Nations Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG) 
in Namibia. It is clear to all delegations that South 
Africa’s intransigence made that impossible, 

120. I wish to pay tribute to SWAP0 for the courage 
and statesmanship it showed in accepting the United 
Nations plan and demonstrating its willingness to 
cot. :st free and fair elections supervised by the United 
Nations. SWAP0 has demonstrated a remarkable 
degree of palience in the face of uncalled-for provoca- 

tion by South Africa and the internal parties. Our 
gratitude goes also to those who were involved in pre- 
paring and executing the meeting, especially the 
Secretary-General and his representatives, OAU, 
the front-line States and Nigeria, and members of the 
contact group of Western countries. 

121. I wish to remind the Council that 12 years ago 
the Heads of State of OAU adopted an important 
document called the Lusaka Manifesto,’ which was 
later presented to the United Nations General As- 
sembly by President Ahidjo of Cameroon. That docu- 
ment spelled out Africa’s commitment to the liberation 
struggle, as well as the alternative means of bringing 
about the total liberation of Africa. Africa indicated in 
the document that it preferred the liberation of Africa 
through negotiations. But, as all peaceful avenues were 
closed, it had no alternative but to carry out an armed 
struggle. 

122. The events in Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau, 
Angola and Zimbabwe have shown that the African 
nations and OAU will rise to the challenges of armed 
struggle as well as to the challenges of negotiated 
settlements. We are ready to rise to similar challenges 
this time in the case of Namibia. 

123. Mr. DORR (Ireland): This is the first time that 
I have had an opportunity to speak in the Security 
Council since Ireland took its place in the Council 
on I January. At the outset, with the Council’s permis- 
sion, I shall make three general points. 

124. First, I want to refer to the President’s assump- 
tion of his office in the Council. I f  I had been sneaking 
earlier in the month, I would have expressed my good 
wishes to you, Mr. President, personally and to your 
country for your future handling of the presidency 
and my thanks to your predecessor in December, 
Mr. McHenry. As it is, I speak at the end rather than 
at the beginning of January. I will therefore rather 
congratulate and thank you for the way in which you 
have carried out the heavy responsibilities of the 
presidency during this month and for the efforts you 
have made in our various informal consultations to 
facilitate our work. 

125. Secondly, I should like to thank you, Mr. Pres- 
ident, and other representatives in the Council for the 
way in which you have received us in our informal 
discussions and for the good wishes which they and 
you have expressed to my delegation in this month 
when we take our place as a new member of the Coun- 
cil. My country was deeply honoured to be elected to 
the Council, along with Japan, Panama, Spain and 
Uganda. We are aware that membership is a heavy 
responsibility, especially at this time when, as the 
representatives of Japan and Uganda have pointed 
out, the international climate is growing more difficult. 
We hope that we can carry out this responsibility in a 
way that will justify the trust that has been placed in us 
by all Members of the United Nations in electing us a 
member of the Council for this two-year period. 



126. I should also like to express our appreciation 
and good wishes to those who preceded us on the 
Council over the past two years. We offer good wishes 
and thanks to those non-permanent members who 
have vacated seats to make way for new members: 
Bangladesh, Jamaica, Norway, Portugal and Zambia. 
We also offer good wishes to certain members of 
individual delegations who are no longer among us on 
the Council this year. I would mention in particular 
Mr. McHenry and Mr. vanden Heuvel of the United 
States delegation. We are fully conscious of the con- 
tributions which they and our immediate predecessors 
on the Council have made to its work and the high 
standard they have set for us who are new members. 
We will try for our part to carry out to the very best of 
our ability the responsibilities which they have handed 
over to us. 

127. Thirdlv, I should like briefly to express our sat- 
isfaction at the release of the Amkrican hostages held 
in Iran. The Prime Minister of Ireland, Mr. Haughey, 
met the hostages during the short stopover in Ireland 
on their return flight to the United States from Wies- 
baden. He has already expressed very fully the plea- 
sure and satisfaction of the Government and people 
of Ireland at their release. I do not need, therefore, to 
repeat that here. I would, however, like to express the 
admiration of my delegation for the patient efforts, 
both public and private, undertaken by many in the 
international community, through the United Nations 
and otherwise, over a long period to negotiate the 
release of the hostages. If  I may say so, we particularly 
admire the special role played by the Government of 
Algeria. Its mediation deserves the special apprecia- 
tion of the international community. I want also to 
emphasize our very great appreciation of the work of 
the Secretary-General over a long period, both in public 
and in private, in seeking to resolve the crisis. 

128. I turn now to the particular issue before this 
meeting-the situation in Namibia. 

I?Y. For many years now Ireland has been con- 
cerned to see South Africa end its illegal occupation 
of Namibia so that the people of Namibia would be free 
IO exercise their right to self-determination and to 
proceed to independence. We welcomed the adoption 
by the Security Council in 1976 of resolution 38.5 (lY76), 
which provided for free and fair elections for the whole 
of Namibia under United Nations supervision and 
control. We also welcomed the adoption by the Council 
in 1978 of resolution 435 (1978), which approved the 
specific proposals by the Secretary-General for the 
implementation of a settlement. and we are concerned 
to see the people of Namibia achieve full self-deter- 
mination within the framework set by these two basic 
resolutions of the Council at the earliest possible 
date. 

130. My delegation appreciates the continuing efforts 
of the Secretary-General and members of his staff to 
carry out these resolutions. We also appreciate the 

continuing and uatient efforts of the front-line States 
and Nigeaa, the contact group of Western countries, 
SWAP0 and others in trying over the past two years 
to bring about the implementation of these proposals. 

131. We had very much hoped that these efforts, 
which culminated in the meeting earlier this month in 
Geneva, would have been successful, so that the 
people of Namibia could have at last achieved self- 
determination and independence through a peaceful 
process under United Nations supervision and control, 
Such an outcome, achieved through peaceful means, 
would indeed have been a hopeful and welcome 
development. 

132. It is a matter of very great disappointment to us 
that this aim has not been achieved. It was not achieved 
despite the fact that, as the report of the Secretary- 
General before us makes clear, a wide area of agree- 
ment, including basic agreement on the proposals and 
on the demilitarized zone, had already been achieved 
over two vears of consultations since 1978. Our dis- 
appointment is all the greater because we are aware of 
the skilful handlinR of the meetinn by the Chairman. 
Mr. Urquhart, and-also of the patience shown and the 
very great effort made by many of those who attended 
in order to reach agreement on a peaceful transition to 
independence by Namibia. 

133. The delegation of Ireland is in full agreement 
with the view of the Secretary-General as expressed in 
paragraph 21 of his report, where he says that I’. . . the 
outcome of the meeting. . . must give rise to the most 
serious international concern.” Now that we have his 
report on the meeting and have heard his presentation 
here of that report, it is clear that all the members of 
the Council will wish to reflect further on the steps 
which need to be taken. 

134. My delegation for its part will address itself to 
the issue in greater detail at a later stage. For the 
moment I would simply add to what I have said: the 
fact that the delegation of Ireland is fully conscious 
that a serious situation has now arisen, and we share 
fullv the concern expressed by other delegations here. 
So far as Ireland is cbncernedi we are ready to play OUI 
oart in the further consideration by the Council in due 
course of the issue with which the international com- 
munity must now cope. 

135. Mr. de PINIBS (Spain) fi,lte,prc/rrrio,r Jk~rr~ 
Sptr/lishJ: Mr. President, I should like first of all to 
congratulate you on having assumed the presidency 
of tlhe Securiiy Council d&ng the current month of 
January. This is the first time that my country has 
occupied a seat on the Security Council together with 
the Peoole’s Republic of China. You are aware, 
Mr. Pres’ident, ofihe close friendly relations that have 
united our two countries ever since we, happily, estab- 
lished diplomatic relations, as a result of which Their 
Maiesties the King and Queen of’ Spain nxxie an 
ofli’ci:d visit to your gre;tl cwnlr) 111 107X. “‘:c shll 

I’ 



spare no effort in assisting you in discharging the very 
important responsibilities you hold here. 

136. On this occasion I also wish to greet my illus- 
trious friend the Secretary-General, We wish him to 
know that we shall always stand in solidarity with his 
actions in the performance of his functions. One must 
not give heed to those who confuse the discharge of the 
responsibilities incumbent upon one in such a high post, 
in keeping with the instructions given him by the 
Organization, with the wishes of certain quarters that 
have not precisely distinguished themselves by their 
defence of the Organization. We are familiar with his 
rectitude and, even though we were not on the Coun- 
cil, we had the opportunity to observe his exemplary 
conduct in the actions he undertook to resolve the 
problem of the hostages, whose release we are joyfully 
celebrating today at the end of such an unjust captivity. 
Our congratulations extend to all those who have 
participated in and made possible such a fortunate 
outcome, especially the Government of Algeria, 

137. I also wish to congratulate Ireland, Japan, 
Panama-and I send greetings to that country’s new 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Illueca-and Uganda, 
which, together with Spain, have been elected to 
occupy places on the Security Council. 

138. With regard to the other countries members of 
the Council-some veterans by virtue of entering upon 
the second year of their mandate and others per- 
manent members under the terms of the Charter- 
I wish to extend a special greeting to them and also 
thank them for thei; congiatulati&s, recalling that 
Spain comes to the Security Council, the principal 
organ of the United Nations, with an open mind and 
with the wish to contribute to the solution of conflicts 
which may come before the Council for consideration. 

139. Spain wishes to take this opportunity to renew 
its trust, as the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Spain 
stated in the general debate of the General Assembly, 
in the capacity of the United Nations to mobilize and 
bring together, in its noble ability to sound a call, to 
inspire and rouse mankind. The United Nations fulfils 
a function that is basic for our survival, and Spain 
intends to work in so far as it is able towards strength- 
ening the Organization and will always be ready to 
answer its call. 

140. The Organization, and the Security Council in 
particular, were set up in order to save succeeding 
generations from the scourge of war. Sad to say, 
although world conflagrations have been avoided, 
the number of military- conflicts that have occurred 
since the Second World War. that is. since the creation 
of the Organization, has reached m&e than 130. There 
are conflicts which remain on the list of items before 
the Council, apparently without any solution having 
been found; their very existence reflects the fact that 
at times the Organization has been unable to put an 
end to them or resolve them, with all the danger that 
entails of their spreading within or outside their areas. 

141. The Charter contains the necessary machinery 
for action, but the abusive use of specific privileges 
has on various occasions meant that this organ has not 
been able to resolve those conflicts, However, if we 
take into account the fact that, to ensure quick and 
effective action by the United Nations, Members 
conferred upon the Council the main responsibility 
for maintaining international peace and security and 
recognized that the Council acts on their behalf in 
carrying out the tasks required by that responsibility, 
it would appear that the Council should be able to 
find formulas and solutions. 

142. It is true that since this is a political body par 
excellence, at times the individual interests of States 
come first, with notorious disregard for the conditions 
set forth in the ChartaT for the carrying out of functions 
entrusted to the Security Council, and it is true that at 
times the purposes and principles of the United Na- 
tions according to which the Council must operate are 
neglected. 

143. Hence, let us bear in mind Articles 1 and 2 of 
the Charter and let us not lose sight of them for these 
Articles contain precisely those purposes and prin- 
ciples. So far as my delegation is concerned, we shall 
endeavour to comply with them for the better per- 
formance of the tasks we have been entrusted with 
as a member of this important body. 

144. Spain is a member of the Security Council for the 
second time, and we hope that, on the day we leave 
the Council at the end of our mandate, it will be rti 
membered that Spain has fulfilled its responsibilities. 

145. After that introduction I now wish to refer to 
the question of Namibia. We are not going to enter into 
a substantive discussion of the matter at this time, but 
I wanted to take this opportunity to thank the Secre- 
tary-General for the clarity and objectivity with which, 
as on previous occasions, he has reported to the Coup 
cil on recent developments in negotiations on the 
question of Namibia. 

146. 1 would also join in the concern expressed by the 
Secretary-General over the fact that in the talks held in 
Geneva this month the objective was not attained 
-that is, the setting of a date for a cease-fire and the 
ilnplellietitatioll of Security Council resolution 435 
(1975) early this year. We must mention the remark- 
able efforts and spirit of understanding and co-oper- 
ation of various parties which have worked con- 
tinuously towards the attainment of a solution to the 
problem, among them the various African countries 
that have participated in the negotiations and the 
Secretary-Generai of OAU, which has once again 
shown that it follows theline of co-operation and friend- 
ship with the Organization, as well-as the efforts made 
by the contact group of Western countries. 

147. Spain’s attitude with regard to the problem of 
Namibia has been unequivocally expressed in the 



Council and in other forums of the Organization. The 
delegation of Spain reserves its right to restate its long- 
standing attitude when the right time comes. In the 
meantime, I wish to join in the appeal made by the 
Secretary-General and several members of the Council 
IO those who have not yet been able to accept the 
proposals on a peaceful solution backed by the Council 
to reconsider their position at the earliest poss:ble 
lime. 

148. Mr. LEPRETTE (France) (interprctcttion frottl 
Frrtwk): This meeting gives us an opportunity of- 
ficially to welcome the new members of the Security 
Council elected at the thirty-fifth session of the General 
Assembly. I note that the five countries which the 
General Assembly votes of October last have per- 
mitted to participate in our deliberations in 1981 and 
19X have’ previbusly been members of the Council. 
Each of them represents a specific and original ap- 
proach to international life. That diversity in itself 
canno! but enhance the authority and representative 
nature of the Council. France is pleased that it enjoys 
with each of its five new partners, which have often 
been close to us for reasons of geography or shared 
history, links of friendship and co-operation, and 
sometimes even of association. Finally, it is a partic- 
ular pleasure for me to recognize at the head of the 
tive delegations representing Ireland, Japan, Panama, 
Spain and Uganda distinguished diplomats who have 
already-some of them for a long time-rendered 
yeoman service to the cause of the United Nations; 
most of them are persons with whom I have personal 
ties of friendship. 

149. A former colleague from one of these new 
member countries, Mr. I-llueca, hasjust been promoted 
to the very high ofice of Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of his country, and I would request his delegation to 
transmit to him our warm congratulations and best 
wishes. 

150. While welcoming the five new non-permanent 
members of the Security Council, I should once again 
like to send a greeting to those thev have reolaced. 
The representatives ofBangladesh, J&aica, kmvdy, 

Portugal and Zambia and their colleagues have all 
made a very valuable contribution to the work of the 
Council and their talent, level-headedness and dedica- 
tion have undoubtedly heightened the importance of 
our deliberations and the causes they have defended, 
We owe them this tribute, and in it I cannot fail to 
associate my colleague Mr. McHenry, who headed the 
United States delegation to the Security Council for 
the last two years. New York is holding a special 
celebration today for the return of the 52 American 
diplomats detained for 14 months in defiance of inter- 
national law. In working to bring about their return and 
in attempting to ensure respect for human rights and 
juxtice. Mr. McHenry devoted energy and determi- 
nation to his tasks in a fashion that redounds to his 
credit. 

151. My delegation would like to extend this tribute to 
all members of the international community who have 
directly or indirectly contributed to the happy outcome 
of the sore trial that was for too long suffered by the 
American diplomats. We should particularly like to 
commend the essential role played by Algerian diplo- 
macy and the tireless efforts, both in private and in 
public, that were made from the very outset by the 
Secretary-General of the Organization. 

152. I now come to the subject of this meeting. 

153. I listened closely to the statement made bp the 
Secretary-General, describing the pre-implementation 
meeting on the settlement plan, which was held in 
Geneva from 7 to 14 January. Those comments have in 
a very interesting and useful way confirmed the impres- 
sion of the meetlng that could be gained from the report 
drawn up by the Secretary-General,~ and .&mitted 
to the Council on 19 January. 

154. It is not our intention to discuss the substance 
of the issue now. Nevertheless, I would like to thank 
the Secretary-General for the clarity and precision of 
the report before u3 and for the care he has obviously 
taken to reflect all the views expressed in the course 
of the work. 

155. At Geneva, the French representatives were 
in a position to appreciate the hard work and the skill 
employed by the Secretary-General and his colleagues. 
particularly Mr, Urquhart, to ensure that the meeting 
proceeded smoothly. We are well aware that the organ- 
ization of the conference was not the easiest of tasks. 
It involved bringing together for the first time the 
parties concerned in the settlement of this problem. 
That is a fact the importance of which all will have 
grasped. It is all the more a pity that an opportunity 
to make decisive progress in the negotiations has not 
been seized. 

156. 1 should like to reaffirm the support that my 
country has given, and will continue to give, to the 
efforts of the United Nations to implement the plan 
for settlement adopted in resolution 435 (1978). 

157. I should also like to reaffirm our confidence in 
the Secretary-General and his colleagues. We are 
certain that, together with the parties concerned in the 
settlement, and relying on the co-operation of those 
countries that desire a successful outcome, they will 
continue with determiriation their efforts to hring 
about an internationally recognized peaceful solution 
in Namibia. 

1%. Finally, Mr. President, on this penultimate day 
of your term of office, I should like to express to you 
my profound gratitude for the wisdom, patience and 
sense of compromise with which you have guided out 
discussions and conducted difficult negotiations 
during the month of January. 



159. Sir Anthony PARSONS (United Kingdom): At 
our final meeting last year, just before Christmas, 

-1 expressed the warmth and regret of our farewell to 
our outgoing colleagues on the Council from Bang- 
ladesh, Jamaica, Norway. Portugal and Zambia and our 
similar feelings at the departure from our midst of our 
very good friend and colleague Donald McHenry. It 
remains for us to congratulate you, Mr. President, very 
sincerely on your admirable conduct of-and success- 
ful survival of-the presidency of the Security Coun- 
cil during the month of January, 

160. I also wish to extend a very warm welcome to 
those members of the Council who have been elected 
for the years 1981 and 1982: our good friends from 
Ireland, Japan, Panama, Spain and Uganda, all of 
‘whom are well known to us already and all of whom 
have already been actively engaged in our deliber- 
ations.- 

161. Finally, before turning to the item on our agenda, 
I wish to express the unalloyed and unreserved joy 
and relief of my delegation, of my Government and 
of all the people of my country at the release of the 
American hostages from Iran after their long and bitter 
ordeal. 

162. The Secretary-General, in introducing his report 
on the recent Geneva meeting on Namibia, has re- 
peated his call that efforts not be relaxed to bring about 
independence in Namibia, in accordance with the 
plan on which so many of us, in and out of the Council, 
have worked so hard, Let me make it clear that my 
delegation has the warmest admiration for the enor- 
mous efforts made by the Secretary-General and his 
staff. They gave us at Geneva yet another demonstra- 
tion of their devotion to the cause of Namtbian inde- 
pendence, their great diplomatic expertise and their 
willingness to deal constructively with the problems 
of all concerned. 

163, I have taken note of the mention made by our 
African colleagues of the role of the contact group of 
Western countries and I pay a similar tribute to the 
front-line States, to Nigeria and to OAU. 

164. So far as my delegation is concerned, I can do no 
better at this stage than to quote from the statement 
made by Secretary of State for Foreign and Common- 
wealth Affairs of my country, Lord Carrington, in the 
House of Lords following the Geneva meeting on 
19 January: 

“Her Maiesty’s Government are deeply disap- 
pointed by the failure to achieve agreement on a 
date for a cease-fire in March leading to indepen- 
dence for Namibia by the end of 1981. It proved 
impossible to reach agreement . , . in view of the 
statement of the delegation led by the South African 
Administrator-General that it was ‘premature’ 
to agree on an implementation date, This is an 
especially regrettable setback after the great efforts 

of the United Nations, the Western Five and the 
front-line States to meet the reasonable concerns of 
South Africa and the internal parties. We support 
the Chairman’s closing appeal to those concerned 
to reconsider their position. The Five will review 
the position with the other participants in the nego- 
tiations and we shall discuss the problem with the 
new American Administration. Meanwhile, the 
progress made so far in preparing the ground for 
a settlement should not be thrown away,” 

165, In his statement today, the representative of 
Tunisia rightly suggested that we all needed more time 
to analyse the situation following the Geneva meeting 
and that it would be premature to go deeply into the 
substance of the question at this stage. I agree with 
him, and I reserve the right of my delegation to inter- 
vene further at a later meeting when all concerned 
have had sufficient time to reflect and to consult 
together. 

166. The PRESIDENT ~intwpwtation jkm Chi- 
nose): I shall now make a statement in my capacity as 
the representative of CHINA. 

167. Since the independence of Zimbabwe, Namibia 
has now become the most salient issue in the decolo- 
nization struggle. The people of Africa and the world 
as a whole are closely following the Namibian people’s 
fight for national independence. They vigorously 
demand that the South African colonial authorities 
immediately terminate their illegal occupation of 
Namibia and implement the relevant United Nations 
resolutions and plan regarding Namibia. 

168. Since the adoption of Security Council resoiu- 
tion 435 (19781 in Seatember 1978. SWAPO. the 
African front-line State;, other States’ concerned and 
the United Nations have made tremendous and positive 
efforts to realize the United Nations plan for Namibia. 
All this has been acclaimed and supported by public 
opinion and people throughout the world. The South 
African racist authorities, however, have gone back 
on their word on all sorts of preposterous pretexts 
and created one obstacle after another to the imple- 
mentation of the United Nations plan. In the mean- 
time, they have stepped up the suppression of the 
Namibian people’s struggle and gone ahead with the 
“internal settlement”. They have, moreover, con- 
tinued their armed provocations against the African 
front-line States. 

169. Recently, a conference on Namibia was held in 
Geneva under the auspices of the United Nations. 
SWAP0 adopted a most reasonable and positive 
attitude in Geneva. One would have expected the 
South African authorities to come to their sense.. and 
make a new beginning by agreeing to start imple- 
menting the United Nations plan. But the course and 
result of the conference have revealed a total lack of 
sincerity on the part of the South Africac authorities 
for a peaceful settlement of the Namib;nn question. 



They declared that it was premature to discuss the 
setting of a date for the implementation of the resolu- 
tions and peremptorily refused to implement the 
United Nations plan. As a result, no agreement was 
reached at the conference. This is another setback 
for the Namibian people and the international com- 
munity in their endeavour to achieve the indepen- 
dence of Namibia. 

170. It is crystal clear that the South African author- 
ities were strenuously obstructing and sabotaging the 
Geneva conference in order to delay a cease-fire, so 
that they could continue their repression campaigns 
to weaken SWAP02 armed forces and gain time to 
build up the “internal parties” and to push through 
“internal settlement” in order to prevent Namibia 
from achieving genuine independence. They calculate 
that once the opportunity presents itself, they can 
put their puppets in power and stage a sham indepen- 
dence for Namibia, thereby perpetuating their illegal 
occupation of the Territory. 

171. But this is only wishful thinking on the part of 
the South African authorities. Their scheme will never 
succeed. The obstinacy once again displayed by the 
South African authorities at the Geneva conference 
aroused strong resentment and stern condemnation 
from SWAPO, the African front-line States, OAU and 
world oublic ooinion. The auest for independence 
by oppressed nations is a gEneraI trend df history 
desired bv all the people. The Namibian people’s 
struggle is a just cauie r&d naturally enjoys ibuidant 
support. By clinging to their obstinate policy, the 
South African authorities will only land themselves 
in still greater isolation and hasten their defeat. 

172. The turn of events shows that bitter struggles 
are yet to be waged before the United Nations plan 
can be implemented. It is up to SWAPO, supported 
by the people of the world and uniting with various 
ethnic groups in Namibia, to persevere in and intensify 
its struggle on all fronts. The international community 
and the United Nations, on their part, must adhere to 
principles and continue to fight and to strengthen their 
eflixtive support for the just struggle of the Namibian 
people. 

173. The Chinese Government and people have 
always firmly supported the just struggle of the Na- 
mibian people for national independence and liber- 
ation. We strongly condemn the South African author- 
ities for their continued illegal occupation of Namibia 
mJ for their obstinate obstructioli and sabotage of 
the United Nations plan. The Chinese delegation will 
firmly support all tile correct proposals a& reason- 
able demands put forward by the African States in their 
future effort!) IO settle the Namibian question. 

174. I now resume my functions as PRESIDENT. 

17.5. Mr. PETREE (United States of America): 
Mr. President. 1 first would like 10 join with all the 

other members of the Council in extending my dele- 
gatlon’s congratulations to you on your assumption of 
duties this month as Preddent of the Council. We have 
been pleased to participate in the active programme of 
informal work which has engaged us under your very 
able leadership, 

176. I also would like to acknowledge the many warm 
words addressed to Mr. McHenry and other members 
of my Mission who have now departed, eliding their 
term of service at the United Nations. I undertake to 
convey those sentiments to Mr. McHenry. 

177. I should like to say just a word about our regret 
that we had to say farewell to five members of the 
Council at the turn of the year. The intimate and 
intensive association that the work of the Council 
creates amongst all of us meant for us in dealing with 
those delegations a deepened respect and friendship 
as we observed and enjoyed their contributions to the 
work of the Council. Their place, of course, is taken 
by five new members that have joined us this month. 
I extend my delegation’s warmest welcome to them. 
We look forward with great confidence to the con- 
tributions that they all, individually, will make to the 
work of the Co\t,ncil during the months and years 
ahead. 

178. I would like also to say a brief word about the 
release of the hostages. I wish to express the deepest 
gratitude felt by my delegation, by my Government 
and by the peopie ofihe Udted Stat& atihe outpouring 
of friendship, sympathy and understanding which is 
reflected in the many statements by the members of the 
Councfl this morning. The feelings of the American 
people, 1 think, are-obvious to an who have lived 
through these last days. It is our very, very strong 
feeling that the solid support given and the positions of 
principle and actions taken by the Council and, above 
all, the intense and unremitting efforts ofthe Secretary- 
General and so many of his staff throughout this long 
and painful period have been absolutely fundamental 
in the achievement of the peaceful solution to this 
problem which was the objective of my Government 
from the outset. 

179. We are grateful, of course, that we have finally, 
at long last, achieved success, and we offer thanks to 
the Secretary-General and his staff, to all the members 
of the Council and to other Governments. I join with 
those who in particular have singled out the Govern- 
ment of Algeria for the skilful and persistent effort 
which yielded such great success a few days ago. In 
this connection, I should like to draw the attention of 
members of the Council to and read into the formal 
records of the Council’s proceedings a relevant portion 
of a personal message which was transmitted this 
week by Secretary of State Haig to the Secretary- 
General: 

“I am distressed, as I know you are, at the un- 
fortunate attacks on your role in the efforts which led 



up to the freeing of our hostages. You arc aware of 
the remarks of President Carter and other mcmbcrs 
of his Administration rejecting the criticisms of 
your negotiations in ‘fchrnn a year igo. The United 
States Government is deeply grateful to you for yotn 
efforts on behalf of the hostages throughout the past 
14 months.” 

180. We welcome md strongly endorse the expres- 
sion of views contained in the President’s statement 
today and once again reiterate our expression of 
appreciation to the Secretary-General and to all who 
were instrumental in the peaceful resolution of the 
hostage crisis. 

181. With regard to the question of Namibia, which 
is on our agenda today, my Government joins with all 
in expressing regret that the pre-implementation 
meeting did not achieve the results that we all desired. 
I wish to express our appreciation, with all others, to 
the Secretary-General and his staff, most especially 
Mr. Urquhart. Mr. Ahtisaari and others who have 
been principally engaged in this endeavour for so 
long for their strenuous efforts to make the meeting a 
success against all odds and to bring these long nego- 
tiations to a successful conclusion. We support the 
continuing efforts of the Secretary-General and believe 

that efforts to achieve 11 peaceful and internationally 
scccptablc solution must continue. 

182. My Government has launched a thorough review 
of the situation in which we find ourselves now in the 
wake of the Geneva meeting. Aftera study ofthis situa- 
tion, WC would expect to be sharing our assessments 
of it and of where we go next with our colleagues in 
the contact group, the front-line States, Nigeria, OAU 
and the other parties interested in this question and, 
in due course. at a later stage of this present debate, 
we expect to have an opportunity to set forth fully our 
views about this present situation and we hope, with 
everyone working together, to find that key to the next 
steps and the ones after those which will lead us to 
success in this long and painful effort, 




