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The meetlng was chlled to order at 7‘3G“Wﬁﬂi‘

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.

LETTER DATED 25 -NOVEMBER 1979 -FROM. BL. SECRETARY—GEHERAL ADDRESSEDﬂTO THE N A
PRLSIDLNT OF THE SECURITY COUHCIL (s/13646)

ST
suafl

The PRESIDENT (1nterpretat10n from Chlnese) In accordance with

decisions: taken at prev1dus meetlngs, I invite the representatives of Egypt,

Liberia, Sri Lanka and Zaire to take the seats reserved for them.at the side

of the Council chamber. _ L Sl
At the invitation of the President, Mr. Abdel Mepuid (Egypt); .Mr.Tubman

{Liberia), Mr. Fernando (Sri Lanka) and Mr. Kemanda wa Kamanda (Zaire) took

the places reserved for them at the side of the Council chamber.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): I should 11ke to

inform the memberstof the Council that I have received letters from the

representatives:of. Australia, Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany, . Japan,

Malawi, the Netherlands, Panama, Spain and Yugoslav1a in which they ask DR
~to bevanLted to participate in the Council's discussion of the. 1tem :0n the_'f ‘
agenda. In accordance with the usual practice, I propose, with the. consent of
the Council, to invite those representatives to participate in the: dlscus31on )
without the right to vote, in accordance with the relevant prov151ons of the

- Charter and rule 37 of the Counc1l's prov151ona1 rules of procedure

There being no objection, it is so decided. ’ ,

- At the invitation of the President, Mr. Anderson (Ausfralia) ‘Mr.,Barton:-A

(Canada), Baron von Wechmar (Federal Republic of Germany), Mr. La Rocca- (Italy)

Mr. IlSlborl (Japan), Muwamba (Malawi), Mr. Scheltema (Netherlands)

Mr. Tllueca (Panama) Mr. pinies (Spain) and Mr, Komatina (Yugoslav1a) took the

places reserved for them at the side of the Council chamber.
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The PRESIDENT (1nterpretatlon from Chlnese) The Security Council -
w111 now resume its con51deratlon of the item on the afenda I should like
to draw the’ attentlon of the members of the Council to the follow1ng documents-
‘document S/13670," whlch contalns the text of a letter dated 1 December 1979 from
the Permanent Representatlve of Tunisia to the United liations addressed to the
Pre51dent of the Securlty Counc1l and document S/136T1, which contains the text of
a 1etter dated 1 December 1979 from the Charge d'Affaires of the Permanent Mission

. of Iran to the Unlted Natlons addressed to the Secretary—General

, - Mr. BISHARA:(Kuwait) ‘The issue before the Council is serious.
Developments 1n events and the deterloratlon in the relatlons between the United
,States and the Islamlc Republlc of Iran durlng recent weeks may have dangerous
consequences and repercu851ons on the 1nternat10nal scene . With’ thls p0531b111ty
in mlnd and w1th a full awareness ‘of the dangerous nature of the problem, we
‘have supported and w1ll contlnue to support all efforts to contaln this LrISIS.
viUndoubtedly the Secretary—General Mr. Kurt Waldhelm, ‘has made all possible
1Jefforts to achieve an arrangement for a peaceful conclu51on of the problenm.

He was rldht to 1nvoke Artlcle 99 of the Charter when he realized
the danger of a contlnuance of the impasse and it 1s indeed gratlfylng that all
. members of the Council supported him on this 1ssue. Further, the’ Pre51dent
of the. oecurlty Council issued, on behalf of the ‘members of the Counc1l two
statements in which he called for the inmediate release of the hostages and
the solution of the problem.ln accordance with the prov1s1ons of the Charter
and the norms of international law. My delegation endorsed and stlll endorses
those two statements ‘
 After llstenlng last night to 13 members of the Council and two non—members,
I must say the debate ggo far has been moderate and characterized by a spirit
of constructiveness and a sense of realism. We must understand that passions
that have been suppressed for three decades and have recently found an outlet
are bound to be'strong, deep and spontaneous. With the eruption of passions, -
0ld wounds and genuine grievances are bound to surface. We should not be '
_surprised by this fact or by the 1mmens1ty of those passions.
The Security Council is unanlmous in its .call for respect for 1nternat10nal
law and the rules that regulate diplomatic practice. Indeed, we support all

calls for the immediate release of the hostages. In a charged.atmosphere,
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however, the Counc1l's respon51b111ty remalns flrst and foremost to makeA

every effort to reduce ten51on.\ The questlon 1s what “the Counc11 can do. ﬁ;
It 1s 1mportant flrst ‘and above all to strengthen the hand of the o o
Secretary-General in his unflagglng efforts to ensure a peaceful settlement.‘ -
He has establlshed a line of ‘communication w1th the Government of Iran and o
has succeeded in contalnlng the crisis. 1n many ways. Therefore the Coun01l

may w1sh perhaps to con31der the follow1ng elements, whlch after llstenrng{ et
to 13 members of the Coun01l I venture to put forward as guldellnes for

this debate. We belleve that the Council should' flrst, reafflrm the .

pr1nc1ples of the settlement of dlsputes by peaceful means and of refralnlng

",a‘ E R S

,con31der author1z1ng the Secretary—General tt;

the release of the hostages and the redress1ng of the legltlmate grlevances of '

the Iranian people., _ ..

It is very important to relnforce and strengthen the contacts the
-Secretary~General has establlshed with' the Government of Iran, and in this
respect only a realistic approach w111_a531st hlm_}n his efforts under the
present circumstances, It is also important not'to restrict the Secretary- B
General in his'use of his good offices. 'He may send envoys‘or he may have ‘p
recourse to the good offices of 1nd1v1duals, organlzatlons or 1nst1tut10ns.
What is 1mportant in this respect is that the issue should be approached

with inventiveness and originality,
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F1nally, the members of the Council should .all do the1r utmost to-
a551st the Secretary-General 1n hlS endeavours o achleve a peaceful

resolution of- thls'questlon.v

o Mr, MILLS,(Jamaica):.fFor severai:weeks:the?Seéurity Cduncilﬁhds
‘been seiied of;gn=iSSQe which_isfﬁot.onlywextraordinaryjﬁbut which represents:
a real dangerftOIthe enfire international community. A §eriesfof'developments
in respect of Iran and-réaching back over a’'period of years has now ‘culminated
in a-set of.events and circumstancésiwhich Pose.a threat to ‘international - -~
peace and securlty. Today, the United States. and the .Islamic Repub11c of -

Iran are p01sed in a tense and  dangerous confrontatlon.xu
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The Security Council has, overithe,pest few“weeks, soughtrto.esteblishithe,
means of resolving this crisis, :fully aware‘of its responsibilitieSﬁand of -the.
gravity of the situation. The Secretary—General has made ‘Strenuous efforts 1o e
assist the parties immediately concerned and the 1nternat10nal community in
dealing with what is indeed a.most complex and explosive ‘issue.: The value of
his continuing~contact‘with the*Iranian authorities cannot beroverestimated:dwsﬂ>,

My delegation is also aware of .the. many efforts on the part rof a- number of i

Governments, organlzatlons and 1nd1v1duals -in this regard.:: ... kﬁ?fjwe J'«qaﬁi I
On 25 November, the. Secretary-General ‘took .the unusual step: of exerc1s1ng: u
his respons1b111ty under Article 99 .of the: Unlted Natlons Charter and called for'?
an urgent meeting of the Counell sto seek alpeaceful solution: to the‘ roblf:
In this, he has been fully supported by members of the Counc1l._u:A;':” O hen
In his letter to the. Pres1dent of the Council, he has 1nd1cated the marn ;

~elements of the crisis, whlch involves the seizure of the. United States Embassy
in Tehran and the holdlng of the staff as hostages, and the call by Iran for

the redress of 1njust1ces and the abuse. of human rlghts whlch were 1n 1ts v1ew,

commltted by the prev1ous reglme._ ) . _ A )_ﬁﬁ)fﬂﬁ.f. RS ST
My delegation, along with others, is .aware -.of the extremely strong feellngS'
of the people of Iran and of the1r deep de51re to obtaln redress 1n respect Ofyﬁ;“
the grievances referred to 1n their. communlcatlons -and 1n the letter of the
Secretary-General We are also aware of the “high level of tension and. emotlon 1n_
that country surroundlng this affair. We do not, however, -deem 1t-agpropr1ateﬁ;
at this stage to comment on these metters and, on the legal eonsiderations'
involved, nor to speculate on possiblevapproaches or_remedies. Nevertheless, .
they constitute‘a major elementrin the problem now before us, and;in our view,
every viahle means must be explored, both multilaterally and bilaterally.and
through the judicious and pragmatic appllcatlon of the prlnc1ples of Justlce and

law, to.find peaceful means of addre331ng and resolving them. .
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It was inevitable that the seizing of American. diplomatic personnel and the
holdlng of these persons in- capt1v1ty and the seizure of the Dmbassy in Tehran
would become the prlmary issue in this 81tuat10n and the centre of '
international concern.‘ My delegatlons regards these ‘actions as unacceptable.
They constltute a grave breach of the fundamental pr1nc1ples and rules of
1nternat10nal daw and dlplomatlc practlce. They represent a threat to the
effective conduct of international’ relatlons. Moreover,'these’ections have
brought considerable suffering to the persons 1nvolved and to the1r families.
Finally, they have converted a situation which in 1tself was full of serlous
difficulty 1nto &n ‘increasingly explosive one. S '

Jamaica's posltlon in this matter is clear. It isérOOted‘in our deep
concern for the safety of the’ persons 'involved and in our determlnatlon to
ensure "that the pr1nc1p1es and’ rules of 1nternatlonal conduct in these matters
are observed and respected ' ‘ '

It is for these reasons that weé, along with other” members of the Securlty ’
Counc11, supported the call issued by the Pres1dent of the Counc11 on 9 November
and again on 27 November for the .immediate release of. the hostages.,

“ It is in this spirit that Jamalca»j01ned‘w1th other memberSfof the
Organization of American ‘States in the declaration issued on 26 November and in’
the appealzto°the'GoVernment of ‘Iran.  And it is equally in expréssion"of‘these
» feelings that the Prime Minister of’ Jamalca issued an appeal on 20 November
which stated, 1nter alia:. e 7 _

"Relations between States are based on patterns of conduct which °
have become well ‘established over many centuries. These patterns of -
‘conduct ensble international relations to be conducted in a manner which "
is predictableZEnd‘to'minimize'the possibility of friction.” -

' "The Government ‘of Jamaica is gravely concerned that the present -

’actlon which violates these long-established pr1n01ples, ‘could ‘have the

most dangerous implications for the future conduct of international o

relations.
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' "The Government of Jamaica therefore issues an appeal to the Iranian
authorities to ensure the‘release‘of the hostages and the cessation of the" ‘"
occupation of the Embassy in accordance with internationally accepted S
‘principles governing relétions'among‘Stetes.'.This appeal is also made
on humanitarian grounds. ‘ _ ’
, “The Government of’ Jamalca regards these as necessary steps in
creating a propitious atmosphere for the international community to - o
vcon51der ways in which 1t mlght assist to resolve the problems which now
exist between Iran and the Uniteéd States of Amerlca.l o o

'Jamalca stands ready to help in whatever way it can to- achleve a
satisfactory resolutlon o ' ' - :
'Jamalca once agaln JOlnS 1n the call ‘for the speedy release of the- hostages, o

‘without conditions. o ' R ' He
In this dangerous s1tuat;on the Council must’ act judlcxously, with a' sense -
of urgency end with a full. appreclatlon of the far-reaching 1mp11cat10ns. The =~
task is undoubtedly made more’ dlfflcult with' the almost daily developments
"whlch add new dlmen31ons -~ in, some cases dangerous ones - to the crisis.- Such”
a situation occurrlng at any time would present grave prdblems. ‘These’ o
developments take’ place at a time when ‘the international situation is marked by = *
_ serious ten51ons and’ dlfflcultles in the polltlcal and economlc ‘fields, many
of these the subject of attention and concern in this Coun01l and in the
General Assembly. We' approach the end of & decade and carry over into the~9"
19805 serious difficulties and differences in international reletions and .« -

major challenges to all countries and to the United Nations system.



WW/km S S/BV.2176
11

(Mr. Mills, Jamaica)

The issue'before us, and the circumstances and developments
surroundlng it may well contain, apart from their own partlcular
and - unlque features, elements of a broader nature and may emquy
lessons for us as members of the 1nternat10nal communlty. ‘It“is
therefore 1mportant in the view of ny delegation, that, whlle We
address the immediate and 1mperat1ve‘eoncerns, we shquld_seek to
understand such wider implications as may be involved.? o

In these matters my delegatlon feels a partlcular concern for the
role and function of the Securlty Coun01l and of the Unlted Natlons system.
As a small non-aligned developing country, Jamalca,along with other newly
1ndependent countries, seeks always to enhance the role of the Uhlted '
Natlons whlch is v1tal to our interests and to our securlty-‘{__ .
_ The present crlsls is a challenge to the Unlted Natlons; and to
ell Member States, not least to the two States directly COncerned.' wé
hope that the Council and the Secretary—Ceneral will be able to, PlaY
a constructlve role in. the resolutlon of thls problem.fj,

In all thls my delegatlon pays a trlbute to the -,_w
Ambassador of Bolivia who carried so well the heavy respon31b111t1es Of o A
the pre51dency of the Councll in November, and to you, Slr as, you assume that N
role for the: present nonth. Ve have full confldence 1n vour 1eacersh1p of
the Counc1l in these difficult tlmes.,;__ . B . e
Finally, 1t is our sincere hope that the Uhlted States and the
Islamic Republic of Iran will find it possible to resolve thelnﬂ

differences and to establish_amicable;reletions.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): The next
speaker on my list iS'the representative ofhEgyPt. I invite hinm to
take e seat at the Counc11 table and to make his statement.

My, ABDEL MEGUID (Eeypt): It is indeed a source of reassurance

et a time when the rule of international law as'well as time-honoured
customs are at stake that the legendary wisdom of China, as represented
by yeu, Mr. President, guides the deliberationsrof the Security Council. -

T wish to express my delegation‘s appreciation to and our high esteem
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for the outgoing President of the Securit& Couucil,
Ambassador Palacios de Vizzio of Bolivia. »

The Security Council is meeting at the request of the
Secretary-Ceneral. His timely initiative is highly appreciated and
commended. It is a source of satigfaction for my delegation, indeed
for all Member States, to note that the Office of the Secretary-
Ceneral is continuing to perform a centrel role as a focal point for
- endeavours to resolve international conflicts. Egypt w1shes to
declare its support for the Secretary~Ceneral's initiative and for hlS
efforts to resolve the problem under consideration. -

Egypt's request to partlclpate in the debate on the item under
con51deratlon stems from its conviction that respect. for, and scrupulous
‘adherence to, the rule of law is a prerequisite for the malntenance of .
international peacé and securitv.‘ It is our con51dered opinion that
world peace can only be attained when all States members of the ‘
1nternatlonal communlty comply with the rule of law and 1nternat1onal
legitimacy. International léw is not the monopoly of any State or
any group of States. All States, regardless of thcir stage_ofj
devélopmént their political-orientation, their spiritual or religious _
heritage, have contributed throughout history to the accumulatlon of .rules to .
A‘_regulate 1nter—State conduct. A _

One of the first rules universally .accepted was to accord-hospitality_
and safe conduct to diplomatic envoys and make then inviolable.
Throughout history this rule has been of paramount significance. To
- demonstrate the importance attached to diplomatic immuhities and
privileges, scholars and jurists,have’traditionally adhered to the
doctrine of extra~-territoriality for diplomatic missions in order to
emphasize the utmost necessity of respecting their diplomaiic status.
The 1961 Vienna Convention reafflrmed the time-honoured customary
rules in accordance with contemporary concepts.

It was self-ev1gent to the representatives of the international

community when they met in Vienna in 1961 that the infringement of this
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cardlnal rule, recognized from ‘ancient tlmes by all peoples, could have
grave repercuss1ons on world peace. In po1nt of fact the 1961 Vlenna '
: Convent1on on D1plomat1c Relatlons,iln 1ts preamble underscores the
Vrelatlonshlp between the respect for dlplomatlc 1mmun1t1es and the .
malntenance of 1nternat10nal peace and securlty, as well as the promotlon
of frlendly relatlons among nations.. _ .

Article 22 clearly states that the premlses of any m1531on shall
be 1nv1olable. The agents of the rece1v1ng State may not enter those ‘
premlses except w1th the consent of the head of the mlss1on,:also that :
the receiving State has a spec1al duty to take all approprlate steps
to protect the premises of the m1531on agalnst any 1ntru51on or damage ‘
and to prevent any - dlsturbance of the peace of the mlss1on or 1mpa1rment
of its dlgnlty. This bas1c tenet could find its hlstorlcal origin ;n
the holy Koran, wkich says: | ‘ I

"0 ye who belleve, enter not houses other than your own,

w1thout flrst announc1ng your presence and invoking peace upon

the foll thereof That is better for you, that ye may be heedful."

Iran 1s a party to the 1961 V1enna Conventlon. Consequently, 1t
is in duty bound to comply with the letter and sp1r1t of the Vlenna
Conventlon. Such an obligation should not be 1gnored or dlsregarded
under:anj'01rcumstances. No argument could be advanced to justlfy an
unwarranted disregard of a binding treaty_comnltnent. The concept of |
respect for obligations and the fulfilment of undertakings'is of paremount
importance under Islamic'lau The holy Koran, in very explicit words,
calls upon all Moslems to carry out the1r obligations in good fa1th. |

"0 ye who believe, fulfil your undertakings."
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As a Moslen and 8 representatlve of a Moslen country, I must
confess that all Moslems are concerned end even disturbted by certaln adverse
propaganda which Islam is rece1v1ng at present. When en -act is committed in
-any part of the world the perpetrators, in accordance w1th the most
elementary rules of justlce, should be referred to by name, if p0851b1e, or
according to their polltlcal motlvatlon or natlonallty. ‘Yet we note with
regret that certain sectcrs of the mass medla in several countries, focus
on our sp1r1tua1 herltage and not on the natlonallty or polltlcal motlvatlon.
A genersal 1mpress1on céuld mlstakenly develop that Islam condones such '
" practices as the taklng of hostages. ' '
A I feel it 'is my duty to’ clarlfy certain: mlsrepresentatlons. ‘Islam is a
religion of justlce and not of revenge. ‘The openlng of the scrlpture, or »
tke ecserce of the Koran, has teén called the Lord's prayer of the ' SR
 Moslems and it reads: "In the name of Allah the mer01ful and compa551onate" B
This is the traditional motto -of the Islamlc rellglon. ‘The prlnclple of peace-‘
in Islam has its immediateé orlgln in man's falth in God Almlgnty. Islam is a
religion of tolerance. Islam does not dlstlngulsh between human’ belngs on”
the basis of natlonallty, race or colour.’ In Islem the dignity of man is fully
recognized, h1s property is sacred and his prlvacy is respected and protected.
Moreover, Islam gives promlnence to the establishment of peaceful relatlons'f“L

among nations. ,
Egypt wishes to express its grave concern at the ccrtinued holding ‘of -
American diplomats as hostages in Tekran. Ve have.consistently deplored
the taking of hostages under any circumstances, It is relevant to recall
here that the General Assembly is in the process of draftlng aIllmportant
Convention on the taking of hostages. Artlcle 1l of the draft cpnventlon
lstlpulates." | ‘
"Any person who seizes or detains‘and threatens to kill, to’injure or
to continue to detain another person (hereinafter-referred to as the
'hostage') in order to compel a third party, namely,a State, an
international intergovernmental organization, a natural or a Juridical -
‘person, or a group‘of persons, to do or abstain from doing any act as an
explicit or implicit condition for_the release of the hostage, commits
the offence. of hostage-taking within the meaning of this Convention.,"
(A/C.6/34/L.12, p. 2) ‘
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Egypt fully reallzes that the situation is fraught wnth impending

" dangers. Therefore it 1s of the utmost neces51ty for the United Natlons to

| resolve the crisis in accordance with the purposes. and pr1nc1ples of .the

United Natlons Charter and the rule of law. The weight of world publlc‘

opinion should be harnessed to rersuade thebauthorltles in Tehran to free

the hostages 1mmed1ately. Any grievances felt by_the;authoritles 1n~Tehran,

could be considered on their merits by the prover authorities within the

existing international legal-system., It should be made olear5 however, that_,;

support for efforts to redress these grievances could be eroded by the

course of action followed, , SRR
The Securlty Counc11 is at present seized of thls serious. problem.

The Charter has vested in the Counc11 the prlmary respons1b111ty Ffor the

malntenance of 1nternatlona1 peace and securlty. Faced vith. thls respcn51b111ty,

the Counc1l cannot afford to refraln from actlvely resolv1ng this cr1s1s,

,partlclarly when the Secretary—General-has 1nvoked_Art1cle 99 1n,ca111ng for .

the convening of the present Councilydebate. A possible course of action the

Council might consider is the dispatching of a goodwill mission from the}’

Council to Tehran to ensure the safety and secure the immediate release of

the'hostages. '

The PRESIDENT (interpretation‘from Chinese) I now invite the
representative of the Federal Republic of Germany to take a place at the

Council table and to make a statement.»

Baron von WECHMAR (Federal Republic of Germany): Mr. President,
I wish to thank the members of the Council, through you, for permltting myk

»delegation to part1c1pate in this dehate.

_ What‘1$ happening in Tehran,ls an event without parallel'in modern
times, We are faced with a grave crisis which affects not only relations
between two great States but the very foundations of the international order,
It has caused polltical leaders all over the world to rzise their voices. I
would refer in partlcular to the statement 1ssued by the Heads of State or
Government and the Foreign Mlnlsters of the Nine members of the European

Community neeting in the European Council in Dublin on 30 November.
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. The Security Council of the United Nations is called upon to 1ive up to its
- responsibility for maintaining'international peace and security. The Government:
of the Federal Republic of Germany therefore welcomes the Secretary-General's
initiative. ' ' ’

The debate in this forum has reaffirmed the conviction of the community of -
nations that the taking of?hGStages'in Tehran is a'flagrant violation of the
fundamental principles and rules of international 1aw. The taking of hostages is
not perm1551ble under any circumstances or for the' furtherlng of any aim wketscever.
The inviolability of members of diplomatic missions is indispensable for peaceful

communication among nations. This is a long-standing pr1nc1ple, which has stood
the test of time and whlch ‘is-respected by all States regardless of" cultural -
tradltlons, religion or ;deology. ThlS principle: ‘of "international law is embodied
. notably in the Vienna Coﬁvention on~D1plomat1clRelatlons, vhich Iran too has

ratified.
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Together'nith the eommunity.of nations, the'Federal Republic of Germany
supports the application of the international conVentions based on the principle
of respect for the immunity of diplomatic missions, ‘ '

This violation of international law is compounded by contempt for elementary
humanitarian obligations. For the past four weeks 50 human beings have been
held hostage under humlllatlng conditions and subject to severe phy31cal and mental
strain. Their sufferlng is constantly with us.

: On 22 November, the Federal Minister for Forelgn Affalrs Herr Genscher,
stated publlcly that ,

"The hostages have our sympathy. The American people deserve our
' solidarity, and we appeal to the responsible persons in Tehran finally -
to let the hoetages free. The entire comminity -of States is.challenged -
. here. No one can remain silen .“: R

Since the day the hostages were ‘taken, my Government hes been involved in

efforts to bring about an early, peaceful solution. It has been a party to

’ multllateral démarches and appeals, espec1ally within the scope of the European

Community, It remains determined to support decisions taken by the Security
Councml and to assist the Secretary—General in his efforts to overcome the
present crisis.

_ In accordance with tne United Nations Charter, the Federal Republic of
Germany supports the principle of non—interferenee in the internal affairs of
other States. We respectvthe right of the Iranian people to determine its
future in free self-determination and to giﬁe itself a new order which is better
suited to its ﬁishes than the pest ones. I wish to stress what my American
colleague has already said in thls forum, that: . ,

"None ‘of us is deaf to the passionate voices that speak of 1n3ust1ce,
that cry out'agalnst past wrongs and that agk for understanding. There is not
. & single grievance in this situafion, alleged or spoken, that could not be

heard in an appropriate forum." (S/PV.2175. p. T)

But we are convinced that past injustices cannot”justify,further_injustice. Events

in Tehran cast a dark shadow on the Islamic fevolntion in Iran and on the new

course that country has opted for. It would be tragic if fhe passionate struggle
Dfor Justice of the Iranian people were to make that people 1nsens1t1Ve to

violations of the most fundamental pr1nc1ples of 1nternatlonal law,
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Ve appeal once again to those. respon51ble in Iran to release the hostages_
' 1mmed1ate1y and thus agaln ensure respect for 1nternat10nal law. Only thus can;,
the way be opened for an 1nternat10na1 development in whlch legltlmate concerns -

and complalnts of the Iranlan people can be heard.

The PRESIDENT (1nterpretat10n from Chlnese) The next speaker is the ..

representatlve of Australla.‘ I 1nv1te him to take a place at the Council table@;

and to make a statement._

r. ANDERSONAL(Aust,I;alia) : Mr. President, I thank you and, through you,
the members of the Securityqunncil,fqr?afforddng.me;th%sropportunityptodaddress;

' the Council this evenlng._”ﬁj

The Australian Government has followed w1th profound concern and anx1ety
the deepenlng crlsls 1n relatlons between Iran and the Uhlted States. It ‘has also
_followed and 1t commends, the contlnulng efforts towards a solutlon of the = . ‘
crisis which have been made by the Secretary—General by the President .of the :
Securlty Council and by the Pre51dent of the General Assembly.‘

Oon 9 November, Mr. Pres1dent your predecessor expressed the Securlty
Coun01l's deep concern over, the prolonged detentlon of Amerlcan d1plomat1c _
personnel in Iran._ He empha51zed that the pr1nc1ple of the 1nv1olab111ty of
diplomatic personnel and establishments must be respected in all cases, 1n _
-accordance w1th 1nternat10nally accepted norms. The . actlons whlch have been
taken in Iran are 1ndeed in clear confllct w1th ertlcles 22 and 29 of the
Vienna Conventlon on Dlplomatlc Relatlons and are 1ncon51stent with Iran s
respon51b111t1es as a party to that Convent1on and as a party to the Conventlon
. on the Preventlon and Punlshment of Crlmes agalnst Internatlonally Protected
Persons. The Australlan Government accordlngly afflrms 1ts full support for
the Pre51dent of the Council, and ‘we 301n with all prev1ous speakers 1n this
debate 1n urglng 1n the strongest terms that the dlplomatlc and other personnel
now belng held hostage in Iran be released w1thout delay and be prov1ded
all necessary protectlon. Justlce and human compassion demand no 1ess.

In the letter‘which L addressed to the President of the Council on o5 November‘
the Secretary—General referred first to the problem of the seizure of the

United States Imbassy in Tehren and the detention of.its diplomatic personnel.



RH/5 . . S/PV.2176
23-25
(Mr. Anderson, Australia)

He noted also that the Government of Iran seeks redress for injustices and
ebuses of human rights which in its v1ew,were committed by the prev1ous régime.
Aﬁstralia-'whiCh has a long history of friendly and’ co-operative relations
with the people of Iran,believes that approprlate procedures can be dev1sed ‘
within the framework of 1nternatlona1 relations and 1nternatlonal law to meet
those grievances and to resolve those problems. We 11kew1se hope that a -
peaceful solution based on justice and goodw1ll will be found for all the
dlfferences whlch have arisen in relations between the" Unlted States and Tran.

But such an outcome is conceivable only if the Govermment of" Iran on its
side observes and ensures respect for international law and the establlshed
. norms of the 1nternatlona1 communlty by recognlzlng the 1nv1olab111ty of '
dip¥omatic personnel and premises and’ by taklng immediate action to release and
give full protection to all those who have been held hostage:, =~ “ o

~The ' PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese)s" " The neﬁf‘speaker“is the

representative of Canada, I invite him to take a place at_the'douncii table and

to make:a“staﬁement:

‘Mr. ‘BARTON (Cenada): Mr. President, I am grateful to you and the

Coun011 for making it poss1ble for me to make this" statement on behalf of the o

Canadian Goverhment concernlng the v1ta11y 1mportant ‘issue whlch ve are now

R A

dlscu551ng.
My message reflects the same concerns as have been voiced’ by many others 1n
the course of this debate. They have already been strongly expressed bj my
Prrme Minister and by the Secretary of State for External Affalrs. “Th add1t1on,
the’Canadian House of ‘Commons has unanimously adopted resolutlons 1nd1cat1ng the ;
- seriousness with which Canadians view the present situation in TIran. Together
with other Governments represented by dlplomatlc missions in Tehran, Canada has
301ned in dlrect representatlons to the Govermment of Iran, and we. have '
| assoc1ated ‘ourselves w1th the statement of Commonwealth representatlves made o
on 27 November. But it needs to be said’ again in this chambeg to’ make it crystal—
clear,that Canada, as the next-door nelghbourpof the United States,-shares;
‘completely the American sense of outrage at the abandonment bydIran of its solemn

obllgatlons under international law to maintain and protect the 1mmunity of

accredited lelomats and diplomatic premlses.
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Canadians recognize; as do all others, that Iran in the past. year has been
undergoing a particularly dlfflcult political evolutlonary process -and ‘that there
is a strong sentiment that the prev1ous adminlstration should be held accountable‘
for past injustices. But in.no way does th1s give licence for the present
Government to follow the course of actlon it is now pursulng. .

Iran is a Member of the United Nstions. Its future welfare 1s bound up w1th the
other Members‘of the internmational community. It couldvnot5live as an island- .-
unto itself, even it wented=to. Bnt if it.is'to play its proper role &s & ..
respected Member of this Organization; it must adhere to the copventions;and
obligations which are essential to the conduct of relationsjbetween'States;_;o S
First and foremost, it should release the hostages 1mmed1ately and prov1de safe:
conduct for them: from Iran. Once the threat to dlplomatic personnel and premises
has been removed, the. 1nternational community will. be idn.a- p051t10n to. give St
con51deratlon to the concerns of the Govermnment of Iran., R

It has rlghtly been p01nted out: that in this highly dangerous 51tuatlon it .
is vital to keep .cool heads and not. to lose sight of our goal to- achleve a.: _m\;¢J B ‘
peaceful settlement -of the dlspute. ‘We believe that the Unlted Nations has “been
contributing to thls end through the statements issued by your predecessor Sir,'.
as President of the Council and by the- Pre51dent of the: General Assembly.. We
also commend the action of the Secretary—General in brlngingrthe matter before -
the Council in exercise of his responsibilities under_Artiolem99¢of‘theJCharter.

The wisdom of this action has been demonstrsted.by the measured -and constructive;
tone of the debate in the Council. . _ ‘ i v

We have seen statements in the press that the United Nations is on tr1al
over its ability to solve this dlspute._ Of course, that is nonsense.. No
1ntergovernmental institution can take on the. obligation of 1nd1v1dual nations to
behave respon51bly.. But my delegation is convinced that when this crisis is
_finally resolved, the record will show that the United Nations, through the good
offices of the Secretary-General and the many mechanisms it offers_for-the airing
of differences, will have made a substantiel contribution to peace and the

harmonization of relations between States.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): The next speaker is the ‘

representative of Japan. T invite himvto tgke a place at the Council table and

to make his statement.
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Mr. NISIBORI (Japan) Let me begln by first extendlng my

congratulatlons to you Slr on your assumptlon of the pres1dency of the Securlty

sk

COUDCll for the month of December and secondly expre351ng my appreclatlon to you;

~and to the members of the Counc1l for allowrng me to speak on the v1tal 1ssuev
.which the Councll 1s now dellberatlng. ‘ R . ‘,
My delegatlon whole-heartedly welcomes the fact that the Securlty Counc1l ,

has duly-responded to the Secretary-General's request based upon Artlcle 99 of
the Uhlted Natlons Charter by convenlng thls serles of meetlngs. Ve are deeply
‘aware that the- tens1ons of the situation have escalated to crisis proportlons,
not: only involving the bllateral relatlons of the Unlted States of Amerlca and
the Islamic Republlc of Iran, but p0351bly affectlng the peace and stablllty of

- the- reglon and indeed, of the entlre world The fact that thé'issue is of" grave‘
and v1tal consequence to the malntenance of 1nternat10nal peace and securlty has
been amply demonstrated by the dellberatlons conducted so far in thls chamber.;"“
In the earnest hope that our part1c1pat10n may contrlbute to the work of the

’ Counc1l my delegatlon requested th1s opportunlty to express 1ts V1ews.
' Flrst of all ‘as a country that 1s frlendly to both the Unlted States of

America and the Islamlc Republlc of Iran Japan 1s gravely concerned about the

situation whlch has developed s1nce the unfortunate selzure ‘of the Amerlcan -
Embassy in Tehran. e SR _ e ﬁﬁ'”:“t‘ﬁif L
The fate of the hostages 1s of course our most profoundrcogcern. Though
Iran s release of some of the hostages 1s Welcomed(I there 1s norprospect yet for e
the release of the remalnlng hostages and thls is a source of sériocus anx1ety. o
My delegatlon shares the v1ew expressed by others durlng these dEIIbGT&tlonS .
that, in addltlon to the humanltarlan cons1deratlons the present 31tuatlon, R
regardless of +he reasons 1nvolved constltutes a dev1at10n from the well—
‘established norms of 1nternat10nal law concernlng the 1nv1olab111ty of ‘
'dlplomatlc personnel and. property. ' o R f ’ SR
It is our earnest hope that this critical 51tuatlon will be resolved w1th :
the greatest-urgency and that the remaining hostages will be promptly released,
At the same time, ue fervently hope that solutions to the various problems M
which lie behind the present situation will be sought with greater earnestness
'and that in so doing the countries concerned will act with the utmost restraint

and deliberateness.
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The Government of Japan has already expressed its concern to the countrles'

d1rectly 1nV01Ved It is Japan s 1ntentlon to contlnue to co—operate toward the SR

solut1on of the present 51tuatlon through whatever avenues are pos51ble. At the
same tlme, Japan strongly hopes that the dellberatlons of the Securlty Councll
; will contrlbute to an early and satlsfactory settlement of the problem.h'

And 1n ClOSlng my delegatlon reafflrms 1ts full support for the contlnuous
efforts of the Secretary-General 1n u51ng hls good offlces to fac111tate an early

et

‘solutlon to the problem.

- Ihe PRESIDENT (1nterpretat10n from Ch1nese) I thank the
representatlve of Japan for the klnd words he addressed to me. fw‘ R
The next speaker 1s the representatlve of the Netherlands. I”{nviﬁe him to

take a place at the Counc1l table and to make hlS statement.‘i

Mr. SCHELTEMA (Netherlands) Pre51dent I thank you and’ the other’
members of the Counc1l for grantlng our request to take part in th1s debate. :

That request was prompted by the grave concern the people ‘and the Government of
the Netherlands feel as a result)of dlplomatlc personnel belng taken hostage 1n
Tehran and of the ensulng ten51on between Iran and the Unlted States.

Whatever grlevances a country may TaYe towards another country - and we are o
aware of the depth of feellng 1n Iran regardlng the prev1ous reglme - these can
never justlfy the occupat1on of dlplomatlc premlses and the holdlng of hostages.
Such actions v1olate the very bases upon Whlch the conduct of 1nternatlonal
relatlons 1s founded,and has ‘been founded for ages. Since anclent tlmes the
immunities of dlplomatlc m1851ons have been unlversally recognlzed “for’ w1thout
the strict observance of this basic rule, anarchy would relgn and no peaceful
solution of dlsputes ~ the premlse upon which thls Organlzatlon is built - could

be achieved.
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Not only has the Vlenna Conventlon on’ Dlplomatlc Relatlons been v1olated
but the' events in Tehran are “also 1n confllct w1th the draft conventlon regardlng‘
the tahlng of hosta ses whlch the Slxth Commlttee 1s in the process of flna11z1ng. ,
Furthermore, the Netherlands Government” belleves that any use of force .
to further political ends 1s unacceptable. S o

In a Parllamentary motion adopted unanlmously on 20° November and endorsed
by the Netherlands Government, the Second Chamber of ' the Netherlands Parllament
| expressed the opinion that the occupation of the Un1ted States Embassy in Tehran
and the teking as hostages of Amerlcan c1t1zens, as well as the attitude’ of the
Revolutlonary Council in Iran towards this matter constltute 1nadm1551ble '
violations ©of international law. The Chamber * expressed the hope that ‘the :
1nc1dent would be terminated peacefully. On 30 November the Heads of State or
Government and the Foreign Ministérs of the niné member “countries of the
European’ Community stated in Dublin that failure to’ nrotect dlplomatlc m1381ons
and the taklng of hostages to exert pressure On Governments are totally unacceptable.
They called on Iran to observe the establlshed pr1nc1ples governlng relatlons
betveen States. ' R A

I should like to 301n the prev1ous speakers in th1s debate who ‘have
appealed urgently for the prompt release of the hostages and thelr safe return to the'
United States as an essentlal precondztlon to the peaceful solutlon of the “f

P N AT

outstandlnu issues between the Unloed States and Iran.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from'Chinese):"The'nextJSpeaker”is‘the
representative of Malawi. I invite him to take a place at the Council table

and to make his statement.
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‘Mr. MUHAMhA'(MalaWi): Mr, President, I extend to you my.
delegation's‘warmest congratulations on your-assumption-of the presidency‘of.
the Security Council for the current'month. My delegatlon is more than assured:
t}et, :1ven your sober sense of: Judgement ‘and - diplomatlc Sklll, your stewardshlp-

will enrlch and enhance the -work of thls honourable Council. . On behalf of.my ... -

delegatlon, I should also like to salute and thank your predecessor: for the .
able and effectlve manner in whlch he ‘so. admlrably graced the. pre51dency of
the Counc11 durlng the course of what turned out to be a very trylng perlod.

I@-delegatlon is constralned to seek authorlty to address the Securlty
Counc11 because of the grave developments that have been taking place 1n Iran
since 4. November last when.. dlplomatlc perSOnnnel of a: Foundlng Member of the
United Natlons were taken hostage on their own premlses.‘ j”;h' '

We seem to percelve a certaln degree of 1rony in these developments..

As may be conceded the two great countrles 1nvolved in thls dispute &
were, until a few months ago frlendly if not brotherly. Both.countrles are .
urrently 1ed by Cod-fearlng gentlemen and the dispute between ‘them -
would seem to have been prec1p1tated by the questlon of human rlghts. In this
connexion it mlght be approprlate to remark that the two great leaders concerned'
are said to ‘be as commatted to the questlon of human rlghts as one fallen .
self—proclalmed.Afrlcan emperor and ‘one self—promoted and catapulted Afrlcan
-fleld marshal ‘were to the physical: llquldatlon of their respective natlonals.i””
~ But what is 1ntr1gu1ng about the current” dlspute,nhlch;thls Councll has
been called upon tobconsider is that those countries have irvoked the neme of
God the Almlghty and Allah the Merc1ful._ Therefore, this fact alcne
mlght augur well for. the future efforts of this Council. o :

The newvly 1nstalled Revolutlonary Council of Iran may have gone - to
con51derablebpa1ns to highlight the myriad human rights violations during the
tenure of the former Government of the deposed Shah. That Council has spared
- no effort in articulating the fact that seVeral other crimes were committed
during the period that the former Government was in-office. Therefore, in an
attempt to seek redress for whatever crimes have been'alleged they are asking
the Government of the United States of America - the current host of the former
Sheh, who is the accused - to extradite the said accused to facllltate his

trial in Iran.
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The Revolutionafy'Council offlran'might have a cese; and 1t might be
conceded here and now that Irensis,intfactfentitled=to seek the Shah's return if it
is at all true that the alleged crimesvﬁere committed by him or with his epproval.
It is understood and‘appfeciated that wketever the crimes committed by the
former Government of Iran they were in fact punishable under Iranian law.

Nobody in his ‘rlght mlnd dlsputes thls fact. ' ,

But the 1mmed1ate 1ssue, at least from the viewpoint of the international
community, is. the question of hostages who -are ‘currently being held in- Iran.-

Iran s grievances agalnst the -Shah should not, in our view, be vented through
innocent diplomatic personnel-who, technlcally if not legally, are the guests

of the Iranian Government.‘ Uhlle the Malawi Government fully takes note of
Iran's grlevances, it nevertheless is unable to ‘see any Justlflcatlon of ‘that
country s decision to take American dlnlomatlc personnel hostage e Accordlngly,
it is my Government's -view that the taklng of hostages is in itself a violation
of international law.. It.is: also ‘the view of ‘at least my Government that the~
invasion of a dlplomatlc mission by the host countny violates international law:
“and dlplomatlc practlce as enshrined in the varlous Converntions’ relatlng to
dlnlomatlc‘persons and 1nst1tut10ns. '

On the basis of what the international communlty picks up from the- medla
regarding developments in Iran, oy, delegatlon is 1nc11ned to the view that the ;'
positions of Iran and the United States are in fact polarlzed That ‘being the case,
the time might now have come for this Counc1l to act’ to ensure that first,
the threatened trial by Iran of all Amerlcan diplomatie personnel in that
country's custody is’ not carrled out, secondly, that the release of those hostages
and their safe. return home is urgently sought and negotiated for without
further delay; thirdly;'that the threatened flexing of militery ruscle bty the
United Stetes is thwarted by appeallng for the withdrawal of all the lethal
weaponry of destructlon which has now been deployed in the Persion Gulf - if

vhat we pick up fromvthezpress,ls correct,.
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feurtrly,, that a way must be found to assist the people of Iran in seeking
redress for the various crimes that have allegedly been committed; fifthly,
that the inviolability of'diPIOEatic personnel and-establishments is to be *
reasserted, k T S ‘

In the view of my delegation, neither the threatened trial of the
hostages nor the threatened possible military reprisalsican be perceived as '
' being in consonance with- the sp1r1t and letter of the normal: conduct

of relatlons among nations. Accordlngly, such threats, from wha.tever source, ,
should not and must not be condoned by this Council, ' .
It is our considered “view that in keeping w1th the 1njunct10ns of at

least Articles 2, 33 and any other related Articles of the United Nations -
Charter, this Council should proceed to explore - a1l - dlplomatlc, and ‘therefore”
peaceful, options open to the international:communityJfor‘re301Vingfexnlosive”‘
situations such as the one that néw Obtains in Iran.” “My” own Government is :
totally committed to the earnest search for peaceful solutlons to problems

with which the 1nternatlonal commun1ty mlght be- confronted " Hence my“delegation's
‘present plea is that thls Counc1l proceed: elong these lines. Mr. Pre81dent

I wish you and the Security Councll every success in thls dellcate but

noble task. ERNE N R

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from ChineSe)”n I thank the

'representatlve of Malawi for his kind words’ addressed to me,’

The next speaker is the representatlve of- Italy.‘ T invite h1m to take
a place at the Councll table, ' o

_Mr. LA ROCCA (Italy): Mr. President, at this time of deep concern

for the entire international community regarding the crisis which has occurred

in the relations between Iran and the United States of Americe and which has
prompted the Secretary-General, in a most timely move, to call for an urgent
meeting of this Council under'Article 99 of the Charter, it is gratifying

for my deiegation to see that the proceedings of this Council'are to take
place under your wise and highly experienced leadership. We trust that under
your guldance the Council w1ll succeed in its efforts to bring about a

peaceful solution to this crisis - efforts so effectlvely initiated by your
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predecessor, Ambassador Palacios de VizziovoffBoliVia.s-

The .inviolability ofxdiplomatic personnel and premises is, in my
Government's view, the most basio,condition.for'the,orderly development'of
‘international relations. May I also recall, in this regard, the statement
issued b& the Heads of State and Government and the Foreign Ministers of.
the Nine States members of the European Community .in Dublin on 30 November.
Should the rules of international law, which have heen,obseryed for centuriesh
under all civilizations and have been recently codified in the Vienna.

' Conventlon of 1961, be waived under the pressure of grlevances, however
deeply felt or. wldely shared by the people of a nagtion, the whole structure
of 1nternatlonal relatlons would be threatened w1th collapse.” The detention -
of the American diplomatic personnel in Tehran is therefore totally -

unacceptable.to my Government, and we urgently appeal-to- the Iranian Government'
| to put an 1mmed1ate end to th1s state: of . affalrs.u. . cn e A

My Government understands the feellngs and emotlons whlch 1nsp1re the
5Iran1an people, at this ‘time, The Pre51dent of the: -Ttalian. Republlc is.on ...
record as hav1ng protested months before the departure of the Shah of Iran,A‘
,agalnst the oppre551ve nature of. hlS reglme and its massive v1olat10ns ‘

" of the human rlghts of the Iranian people. In addre551ng an appeal to the
Imam Khomeini on 23 November for the release of the hostages, Pre51dent

Pertini recalled his previous stand in the: follow1ng,words

"I protested officially against the Shah.when he was oppres51ng
human rights 1n‘Iran,_;I:reee1ved andwhelped~;ran;an,studentspwhohhad
sought refuge at_that_time here in Rome and were in fear_of being

 extradited. I opposed their extradition, which.would have meant
_their death. I.did all that for the cause of human rights, on
behalf of which I have struggled all my -life., . T

"Today, in the name of those same rights, I appeal to you to
intervene on behalf of the American hostages. You cahpot allow.the
Irahian;people to commit the same violations,which-were committed by.
the.Shah. Please do not 1et.this,appealpgovunheard." . '
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It is in the light of this stand, publicly taken by the highest
authority in my country, that my Goverrment.feels entitled at this stage
to call upon the Government, on both legal and humanitarian gfounds: promptly
to redress the violations of international law which have occurred in thet .
country and to allow the hostagee to return, ffee.and unharmed,.to their -
families, to whom we wish to take this opportunity to ekpress our deep
sympathy. Such an action will, inter alia, allow for a much more dispassionate
examination of the grievances of the Iranian'people by this Council, before
which the Government of Iran will have the full right, as - do all‘sovereign~-~'
Governments, to put.their case. The latter could;-alternatively; be examined
by any other body which might be set up through peaceful. negotiations by .
the partles concerned, or.-through the good offices of the Secretary-General
However, it is quite obvious that such a dispassionate debate would be
almost impossible under the pressure of a situation which poses a grave g
threat to the peace and securlty of a region and of the world as a whole.
We therefore again appeal urgently to the’Govern@ent of Iran to.free the
hostages without further delay. : ‘

. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese):. The . next speeker_is
the representative of Panama. I invite him to take a place at the Council
table and to meke his statement. ' ' »
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Mr. ILLUECA (Panama) (1nterpretat10n from Spanlsh) Today the
Securlty Counc11 is faclng a most serlous 1nst1tutlonal crisis and the fact
that Chlna has assumed the preS1dency of the hlghest polltlcal organ of
the Unlted Natlons at this hlstorlc crossroads glves rise to well-founded
hopes 1n the minds of the people of the world that w1se and peaceful o
formulas will be found to solve the problem referred to the Securlty Counc1l
by the Secretary-General in his letter of 35 November (S/136h6) in keeplng
with the prlnclples of justlce and 1nternatlona1 1aw.’ Mr. Pre51dent “we
-trust that you will- 1ead the Counc11 towards effectlve solutlons w1th the .
dlgnlty and -wisdom that characterlze you.‘ T

In the dlfflcult WOrk belng done to achleve thls deectlve, your.

: dlstlngulshed predecessor the- representatlve of Bollv1a '
Mr. Serglo Palaclos de VlZZlO opened a broad path towards the peaceful
restoratlon of 1nfr1nged rights when as- Pre51dent and on behalf of all
the members of the Securlty Councll he made the categorlcal statements

on 9 November and 27 November 1979 in whlch the repeated declslon of the k
Securlty Councll was: 1ncluded urglng the Government of Iran to respect the o
pr1nc1ple of the 1nv1olab111ty of Unlted States d1plomat1c personnel and
premlses 1n that country 1n accordance with 1nternatlonally accepted 4

standards. - The Council, therefore, most stronely ureed that Government T

to release w1thout delay the dlplomatlc personnel detalned 1n Iran and to )

glve them the necessary protectlon and it 1nstructed the Secretary—General
to use his good offlces to achleve that objectlve. There can be 'no doubt
that the outgoing Pres1dent s conduct llved up to the hlgh Latln Amerlcan :

legal tradition and deserves the warmest congratulatlons.
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On 25 November 1979, 1n a gesture Whlch called for 1nternat10nal
acknowledgement the Secretary-General,pursuant to the terms of Artlcle 99 of the
" Charter, requested a meetlng of the Coun01l 1n v1ew of the grave 31tuat10n that
had occurred in the relatlons between the United States and Iran, whlch the
: Secretary—Ceneral deflned as fOllOWS‘

"The Covernment of the United States is deeply d1sturbed at the seizure

of its Embassy in- Tehran and the detentlon of its dlplomatlc personnel

1n v1olat10n of the relevant 1nternat10nal conventlons. The Government .

of Iran seeks redress for 1njust1ces and abuse of human r1ghts whlch in its

view, were committed by the prev1ous reglme vee the dangerous level of
tens1on between these two countrles threatens peace and stablllty in the
reglon and could have dlsastrous consequences ﬁor the entlre world.__'

' "In my op1n10n therefore the present crisis  poses a serlous ‘threat

to 1nternat10na1 peace and secur1ty".<(S/136h6) o ,

. The 51tuatlon 1n Tehran however 1s marked by one very speclflc feature,
es was stressed last nlght 1n thls very Counc1l. It 1s the fact that the
v1olence of the armed band that 1nvaded the M1551on is be1ng defended and
supported by the Covernment of Iran.: The Iranlan Covernment has furthermore
announced 1ts 1ntentlon to try the hostages for alleged v1olat10ns of the
securlty of the State. Among the Embassy staff apparently 1nvolved are the .
Chargé d'Affalres, Mr. L. Bruce Lalngen and two otkrer: Amerlcan Offlclals who,
accordlng to today s news, are to be trled on esplonage charges. They are being
held in the Ministry of Foreign Affa1rs in open v1olat1on of unlversally accepted
standards of international conduct. , _ | o

There is a unanimous feeling in the international community in favour of
scrupulous respect for the inviolability of diplomatic missions and the personnel
who serve in such establishments. That sent1ment was ev1nced last night in this
very hall by the 15 delegatlons which part1c1pated in the debate, representing
~as they do all regions of the world and more specifically the Nordic countries
through the representative of Norway, the nine States members of the European
Community through the repreSentative of the‘United Kingdom, and the President

of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) through the representative of Liberia.
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Similar appeals for the withdrawal of the Iranlans from the occupled Embassy

“and the release of the hostages were 1ssued by the Pre31dent of “the General

» Aseembly of the United Natlons Ambassador ‘Salim Ahmed Sa11m and by the Councll
of the Organization of American States (OAS) WFanpobosgnan ol
The crisis that has caused the’ Counc11 to meet today does not concern the -
~ United States alone. It affects equally all States members of the o
international community, and it is for this reason that my delegatlon w1shed to
exerc1se its rlght to participate 1n thls debate whlch is one of the most 1
serious in the hlstory of the Unlted Natlons. For any small country such as

- Our p051t10n 1s Heither opportunlstlc nor c1rcumstant1al. With the same ‘u'
determlnatlon with which Panama’ defended the" 1mmun1ty of two shlps operated '
respectlvely, by’ the Cuban and Sov1et Governments that vere unlawfully detalned
in the Panama Canal in October 1973, my country now ‘Fecks to safeguard those e
very pr1nc1ples whlch we deen to be- essentlal to peaceful 1nternat1onal
coexistence.” We wish to state at this p01nt how 1mportant 1t 1s for ‘the future
of the United Nations as well as’ for 1nternatlonal peace and securlty that the &7
Secur1ty Counecil” negotlate and secure’ the evacuatlon of the Unlted States e
Embassy unlawfully occupled in® Tehran and the 1mmed1ate release of the 50

T
b

members of its dlplomatlc personnel ‘held in that bulldlng as hostages. ’

I think it timely to recall that this position of prlnclple WhlEh Panama -
has adopted together with other Latin American States regardlng the pr1v11eges
end immunities both of States and of their dlplomatlc missions and personnel
was put to the test at the time of the detention on 2 October 1973 in Balboa in
the former Canal Zone of the vessel "Imlas the property of the Cuban
Government, pursuant to an order handed down by the United States Federal
Court. A few days later the "William Foster", a vessel operated by the
Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, was also detained by‘

" order of the same Unlted States Federal Court on 12 October 1973. Both vessels
. were detained by the United States authorltles when they 1ntended to pass

'through the Panama Canal.

v
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In both cases Panama stated that 1t recognlzed the soverelgn 1mmun1ty
enjoyed by the "Imras and the "William Foster" and protested against the ,
actlon taken by the Unlted States.h The p051t10n of the Panamanlan Government s"
was favourably commented upon in the general debate of the twenty-elghth
‘regular:sesslon of the General Assembly of the United Nations ‘and doubtless ‘
constdtutediaAvaluableicontrdpution_consistent»with the fundamentai principles L
which are ineorporated in the jurisprudence of international canals and their
operatlon. .k h ' . . . .

I think it only fa1r to say. that the State Department ‘of the Unlted States, -
actlng on, the Panamanlan appeal recognlzed the 1mmun1ty ‘of. the vessel "Imias
whlch was, 1n due course, released.; A few days later the same;actron was taken
with respect to the Sov1et vessel, the "Wwilliam Foster .« : ,

In the spec1f1c case before ‘us, force was used and acts of v1olence were e
commltted by armed bands whose actlon has. clearly been supported by .the Iranian
Government 1n v1olat10n of unlversally appllcable conventlonal standards and
customary practlce. It 1s therefore obvious that the threat to- 1nternat10na1
peace and securlty derlves from an 1llega1 act attrlbutable to the Iranian
Government, cons1st1ng of the contlnued unlawful occupatlon of the~Un1ted States-;
‘Embassy bu11d1ng in Tehran and the subjection of its d1p10mat1c personnel to
humllltatlng 1ndef1n1te arrest and to punitive actlon in blatant transgres31on

of convent10na1 standards,
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Thé problem which the Council has the obligation to examine is,
specifically, the occupation of the“ﬂhited>5tates Embassy and the detention
of its diplomatic personnel. The Secretary-General points out that the redress
that the Government of Iran is seeking for ;tb,e,'injﬁstioes and abuses. of huran
rights which that Government telieves the previous régime to ﬁa&e committed‘
should be Considered iﬁ,a;different-forum from the Security Council and in
other, more propltlous, circumstances. 7 _ .
This in no way means that Panama does not agree that respon51b111ty
must . be determlned for the  criminal and inhuman acts carried out by the members of »
the prev1ous reglme headed by the Shah or .even that he should be extradlted through:
legal and dlplomatlc means, should that .prove: necessary. . _ ) .
The peoples throughout the world hold that . those, who flagrantly V1olate' o
human rights should be Jjudged for their .crimes, and there are many.who call .
for the-éstablishment of.iﬁternational‘tribunglo_with competence to deal
with such matters, in the style of the Nurembergitribugg1.> Unfortuﬁgtely,ff
those tribunals do not exist, but without ény;&oubt,thgy‘would, if created,
be competent: to bring toljustice.—ga}though,this.list,is.not_exhauStive_: the'_g »
deposed Shah?OTIIrén,VIdi Amin. .of Uganda, Bokassa of the . erstwhile Central/;_ﬁ_ a
African Fmpire, now a Republlc, Somoza of Hicaragua and, Vorster of South . .
Afrlca9 all of whom have-a debt to ray.to:the 1nternat10na1 communlty and to thelr
own peoples in the area of human rights . . iy
Every polltlcal event reflects immediately preceding hlstory. The
serious events in Tehran are closely iinked with othez'v1olat10ns of international
law and of the principles-of_the United Nations which still await solution -
and which are a permanent sourcevof frustration, disappointment and bitternessb
for many peoples in different regiops of the world. There is much.’
accumulated resentment, For this reasoh the Security Council is bound to
make use of all means at its disposal‘to put an end to the unprecedented
situation which calls us together, and not to meke international life more
dffficult or the future of humanity more complex. The wise Judgement, the
political experience and diplomatic skill of the President of the Security Council
‘and of -its members will, without doubt, make it possible to find the vays and means
to that end, including if necessary the presence of Council memters in some form in

Tehran as special‘rEPresentatives of the international community. That is
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an approach’which vould adequately fespond to-eircumstances.and would make it
clear to the Iranian authorities that it is net?onlyethé:United«States that
rejects and condemns the violation of its diplomatic headquartefS“and'the: o
reprehensible detention of its personnel, but-tﬁat it is’ joined by<all-those
represented here. - _

In saying this, my delegation also speaks‘in‘its own interest. Indeed;
for a small country, existence.as a nation is only possible:in a:world in.
which law,ahd order prévail. The sole weapon, the only defence:of.a,small
nation lies precisely in the maintenance of the legal system that governs
international relations. Once this system is shattereds.onceaits'prinCiples
are violated, only the law of.the strongest will prevail‘and}in>¢hat case
it would~never-be‘,ihe‘small:naﬁions.whose}rights and'freedoms{would be:
defended and Safeguarded.AaThus;uwhehwrequesting.that thefsecurity Council take -
firm action in the -defence of the hostages in Tehran,-Panama is.also.-defending
the vital principles that may serve it for its own development,-its own.peace
and its own welfare. .. . . eh o eoE b

To conclude, I believe that.I,echo¢the.9pinionfof broad. sectors of .. .

" Latin Americe and of ﬁany’peoples of. other regions:of the third:world when..

I appeal to the Iranian authorities to cease their illegal and 1nhuman L
detention of persons who are protected by international law and: -who are; - in fact
guests detained in contravention of all rules, prlnclples and eth;cs, vhether
‘of the Dast or the West. In situstions such as the present one, any event

may detonate an explosion with incalculable consequences, which'wouldvaffect

us all and from which we would all suffer equally.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): I thahk the representative
of Panama for the klnd words he addressed to me. ‘ _ '
The next speaker on my list is the representative of Yugoslav1a. I invite

him to take a seat at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. KOMATINA (Yugoslavia): May I congratulate you, Mr. President, on
your assumption of the presidency of the Security Council for the month of

December, and express my delegatlon s conv1ct10n that under your able guldance,
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the Securify Council willebe able to. contribute to-a successful solution of
this p;oblém as well as ether majof'issueelonvthe_CounciI's agenda.
itris alsoc a great pleasure:for me. to cengratulate yeur predecessdr,
Ambassador Palacios de Vizzio of B011v1a for the most effectlve way 1n which .
he contrlubted to the work of the Council last month. ;zf r
Through you, lir. Pre51dent I wish to thank the .other members of the Securlty'
Council for having given me the opportunity to. part1c1pate in the debate on this
1mportant questlon. '
In the statement made by the spokesman of" the Federal Secretarlat for
Foreign Affairs on 27 November,;wejwelcomed the- ;n1t1gt1ve~of the Secretary-General
in requesting that the Security Council be convened.thn-dbing-so-~we proceeded .
from the assumption thaet, what is 1nvolved here.is a grave crlsls, fraught with:
unforeseeable consequences for peace 1n the reglon and 1n the world at large.
Ve also proceeded from a conv1ct10n that in thls, as well as 1n 51m11ar
Dmtuatlons involving 1nternat10nal dlsputes and the need for thelr peaceful ..
solution. the rqle of the United Nations is 1rreplaceable.. Ve consider that
the ﬁnifed Nations:is the most. apprepriete'forum”iﬁ whieh:to deal with eVery.
crisis, including the pvesent dlspute which has arisen: between the.Islamic

Republic of Iran and the Unlted States.of" Amer1ca.~

Co
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Yugoslav1a has constantly 1ns1sted on the need to respect the’ fundamental
principles which constltute the ba51s of 1nternat10nal relatlons. In thls
_regard, we have laid partlcular stress on respect for 1ndependence, soverelgnty,
territorial integrity, peaceful settlement of dlsputes, non use of force,
fnon-lnterventlon and the right of every people freely to determlne 1ts social,
economic and culturael development and 1ts SOCIO-polltlcal system w1thout ‘
outside -interference. ‘

The observance of these prlnclples whlch have become' the patrlmony of
international law and are emhodled in the Charter of ‘the Unlted ‘Nations and 1n
the policy of non—al1gnment, is a prerequlslte for the peaceful solutlon of
1nternat10nal problems and, consequently, for the malntenance of peace and '
‘securlty in the world. I S SRR

In conformlty with these prlnclples, We have supported the changes effected
in Iran in the course of 1ts 1ndependent development, whlch are the results of
the efforts of the Iranlan people to defend 1ts 1dent1ty and r1ght to determlne
its own destlny. Ve have wélcomed Iran s declslon to 301n the NOn—Allgned
- Movement whlch p01nts to the authentlc character of the transformat1ons in that
-country. We are convinced that Iran w111 have an 1mportant place and role in
the struggle for the 1mp1ementatlon of the prlnclples and objectlves of the i
pol1cy of nOn—allgnment. ‘On the road ‘of natlonal emanclpatlon the Iranian
people are encounterlng varlous dlfflcultles that are a legacy ‘of the past
1nher1ted from the prev1ous reglme. It is the duty of the international
communlty and of all of us, while strlctly observ1ng the pr1nc1ple of
non—1nterference, to help the Iranlan people to devote its- energles to the
development of its 1ndependent and soverelgn country. ' This would contrlbute '
to the stab111zat10n of conditions in that crucial area of 1nternat10nal -
relations, which is of particular importance to world peace. -

The protection of diplomatic m1551ons; respect for the 1mmunity‘of diplomatic
representatlves and the proh1b1t1on on taklng hostage the personnel of dlplomatlc
missions are component parts of those un1Versal pr1nc1p1es the observance

of Whlch is 1nd1spensable to stable relations between States and to every effort

v
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exerted for the peaceful solutlon of dlsputes and the strengthen1ng of

co-operat1on .on the ba51s of equallty of rlghts. ThlS 1mportant problem has 1ts »

polltlcal legal and humanltarlan aspects. VFor th1s reason, we cons1der 1t o
‘necessary ‘to observe the norms of 1nternat10nal law whlch have been codlfled, 1n
‘the field w1th Wthh ve are concerned 1n the 1961 Vlenna Convent1on on Dlplomatlc

'Relatlons. Furthermore, as we are all aware a draft convent1on agalnst the

taklng of hostages is belng worked out 1n the Unlted Natlons w1th1n the framework

S

of necessary addltlons to ex1st1ng 1nternat1onal 1nstruments for the development

‘;'xl SEEA

of an 1nternat10nal legal order.

Tt

We are flrmly conv1nced that the 11berat1on of the hostages would contrlbute

- u,J_

to the creatlon of e cllmate of mutual confldence and respect to the f;:”’qﬁ

establ1shment of constructlve relat1ons on a basls of equallty between Iran and

Lo S

~the Unlted States and to the solutlon on, the ba51s of 1nternat1onal law and the,
Charter of the broader 1ssues and grlevances ralsed bv Iran.‘Thls would contrlbute
to the relaxatlon of ten51ons and the safeguardlng of peace {that 1s, to the
achlevement of the objectlves towards wh1ch the Unlted Natlons and all of us are
str1v1ng.: In the flnal analy51s, 1t would contrlbute to the further consolldat1on

of the Iran1an revolutlon and to the reallzatlon of the asplratlons of the

_Iranlan people..» o , ) _ . N t
SEY T CI B RIS 4 SSLEO ":fii’ A R

Counc1l on the freelng of Amerlcan hostages and the vacatlon of the Embassy

premlses, and we hope that the result of the current meetlngs of the Securltv

Council w1ll be a p031t1ve contr1but1on towards that end andutohthe peacef"qup
settlement of the dlspute between the Islamlc Republlc of Iran and the Unlted _
States. We feel that the Secur1ty Councll and the Secretary-General shouldp S
contlnue to exert efforts to brlng about an equltable solutlon.‘,t auﬂ““”’v;'
Proceedlng from pos1t10ns of pr1nc1p1e -we have constantly exerted)effortsv;
_1n the search for peaceful solutlons to all d1sputes, partlcularly crlses that o
. threaten 1nternat10nal peace and securlty, on the ba51s of strlct observance of,
‘the prov131ons of the Un1ted Natlons Charter the pr1nc1ples embodled 1n the_v;_
pollcy of non—allgnement and respect for 1nternat10nal treat1es and conventlons.f
This t1me also it is our wish to contrlbute to an easing of ten51on and to the u
maintenance of peace, because we are obviously faced with a serious problem
-involving basic principles of international relations, in the settlement of

which all of us should participate.
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It is therefore necessary to glve proof on all 51des of restralnt
respon51b111ty and rea11sm and to make use of all means llkely to lead to a

1ast1ng and peaceful settlement.

' The PRESIDENT (1nterpretatlon from Chlnese): T thank the representativeA
of Yugoslav1a ‘fof ‘the kind words he eddressed to me. . o o
The next ‘speaker is the representatlve of Spaln. I invite him to take & »

place at the‘Councll table and to make his statement;"

Mr PINIES (Spain) (interpretation from Spanlsh) I should like to -
express to the Secretary—General my appreclatlon of hls commendable dec151on to
call this meetlng of the Securlty Counc11 I should 11ke also to thank you,

Mr. Pre51dent for allow1ng me to’ take part in thls meetlng, ‘and also to
congratulate the Pres1dent for last month t+he Ambassador ‘of B011v1a, on the work
the Counc1l accompllshed under his skilful guldance.' ‘

" In the events that are at present taking place in Iran peace and secur1ty in
'1nternat10nal relations are belng v1olated in new ways.’ It 1s the very legal ‘
structure that ‘makes peace poss1b1e - namely, ‘the morms of 1nternatlonal law and
in partlcular the Vienna Conventlon on d1plomat1c and consular relatlons - that is
facing its greatest threat in recent tlmes. ' o :

The taklng of hostages not by an uncontrolled mob but with the consent of
estab11shed authority, opens a breach in 1nternat10nal relat1ons the consequences
of whlch are unforeseeable and could have catastrophlc repercu531ons..’ '

"My country, which understands the efforts of the Iranian people to choose new
roads towards governlng its future and is avare of the obedlence owed to other - -
basic principles of international law, such as respect for nat10na1 sovereignty
and non-interference in domestic affairs, con51ders that the violation of the laws
protecting diplomatic personnel and premises cannot be Justlfled in any way, that
the per51stence of the present situation erodes the credlblllty of the Iranian
political process and that a p051t1ve and 1mmed1ate solution would hasten the

achievement of Iranian asplratlons.
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My delegation therefore endorses the content of the declaration made
by the outgoing President of the Security Council a few days ago and reiterates
the appeal made on 23 November by'the Council of Ministers of my country,
vhich instructed the Spanish Ambassador in Tehran to make known to the
‘Iranidn authorities, recalling the good rélations Spain maintains with the
Islamic peoples, our profouhd'COncern at the existing,tension; and to join
other accredited Ambassadors in Tehran in working for the speedy liberation
of the personnel who are being detaineq, in contravention of the law and

international agreeménté,,and for their return safe and sound to their country.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): There are no more

speakers inscribed on my list, I therefore intend to adjourn the meeting now.
After consultations, the next -meeting of the Security Council to continue
consideration of this item will take place tomorrow, Monday, 3 December 1979,

at 4 p.m.

The meeting rose at 9.20 p.m.




