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: IX’I‘EEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY BTFTH MEETiNG
ileld in New York on Tueaday, 16 Janunry 1978, at 3 pam. 77

I’rasldem. Mr. Clmldlr ANWAR SANI (lndonosm)

l’rascnr. The raproscntutlvos of the following Stutcs-
Australia, Austria, Ching, France, Guinea, India, Indonesia,
Kenya, Pnnamn. Poru, Sudan, Unlon of Soviet Soclalist
Republies, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Iroland, United Statos of Amerlca and Yugoslavia,

Provisional agenda (S/Agenda/1685)
1. Adoption of the agenda,

2. Roquest of Panama concerning the holding of meetinys
of the Securlty Council in Panama City:
Letter dated 9 Janumy 1973 from the Minister for
Forolgn Affolrs of Panama to the President of the
Sscurlty Council (S/10858). o L

The meeting was called to order at 3.25 p.m.

_ Adoption of the agenda
le agenda was adopted,

Requcst of Panama concerning the holding of mectings
of the Security Council in Panama City -

Letter dated 9 January 1973 from the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Panama to the President of the Secusity
‘Council (S/10858)

1. Mr. MALIK (Union of Soviet Soclalist Republics)
{translation from Russtan): The Security Council has been
convoned today for its flrst meeting of the year 1973, This
1s cleatly an appropriate occasion to pause to consider some
of the achievements of the United Nations ir: 1972, First of
all, let us recall the recently concluded twenty-ssventh
session of the General Assembly which took place in an
atmosphere of relaxed international tension, the result of
the tircless efforts of the countries of the socialist con
munity and all peace-loving forces in the world,

2. We can say, without exaggeration, that the United
Nations made a valuable contribution at this twenty-
sevonth session, to the general trend towards relaxation of
tenglon in the world. The calm, business:like atmosphere
provailing during the session and the constructive and
realistic approach taken by the majority of dolegations tu
the most important intornational problems enabled the
Goneral Assombly to adopt a number of Important deci-
sions aimed at strengthening peace and international se-
curity, the non-use of force in international relations and
permanent prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons, and

the developmeni of comprohsnsive co-oporation betwsen
peoples, The overwholming majority of delegations that
took part in the gonoral dedate wolcomed the relaxation of
tension in the world and firmly demanded the elimination
of the hot-beds of war in Viet-Nom and the Middle East,

3. The main decision taken &t the twenty-seventh sesslon,
a decision that will be of permanent political import, was
the adoption of the declaration on he non-use of force in
international relations and permanont prohibition of the
ugo of nuclear weapons /resolution 2936 (XXVil)], pro.
posed by the Soviet Unjon and supported by the over-
whelming majority of socislist and “third world” States, in
that resolution the Assombly taconuncnded that the Se.
curity Councll, as the principal organ of the United Nations
for the maintenance of peace and security, should take, as
soon as posiible, appropriate measures for the full imple.
mentation of that declaration so that its provisions would
become a norm of international life and relations between
States, The Councll must deal with this matter very soon.

4, This decision of tho Assembly i3 in keeping with the

fundamental interests of all States and peoples, both large

and small, It meets the vitally important requirements of

maintaining peace and saving mankind from the threat of

nuclear war, and it is en important contribution by the

United Nations to the strengthening of peace and inter- .
national security, The peoples of the world are weary of the

tenslon created by the late architects of the cold war and

their former and present.dsy followers who try to settle

international problons from a “position of strength”.

5. Another positive step forward in the struggle for
disarmament and the Umitation of the ayms race was the
adoption by the General Assembly of a vesclution on the
World Disariaiment Conference [2930 (XX VIlj]. Before it
was adopted many obstacles cnd considerable oppoestiion
from those who do not want disarmament and who, on
varlous pretexts, favour the continuation of the arms race
had to be overcome. This resolution marks the beginning of
practical preparations for the convening of the World
Disarmament Conference.

6. The supporters of disarmament succeeded in winning a
victory—105 votes were cast in lie General Assemibly in
favour of the Disarmament Conference, But those who
opposed the preparations for, and the convening of, the
Conference, including even some of those who under
pressuie from the “third world” were obliged to vote in
favour of the resolution, are continuing their subversive
activities against the preparations for and convening of, the
Conferencr. Having suffered a crushing defeat in the
Assembly, they are now counting on hindoring the sturt of
the work of the Speclal Committes established by the



Assembly to examine all the suggestions made by States on
the convoning of the Conference and to propare a report on
that question for submission at the twonty-eighth session,

‘Wo are quite convinced that the forces of disarmament and
_peace ‘within the United-Nations will trumph over. the

- ~forces “favourlng the arms race and -war preparations; The -
-~ just caus of p

roparing

convening,

7.~ In this connexicn the USSR delegation would like to
refor tn the recent Soviet-French communiqud issued in
connexion with the visit by the President of the Fronch
Ropublic, Mr, Pompidou, to the USSR and his meetings and
talks with the General Socrotary of the Central Committeo
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Mt. Leonid
llyich Brezhnev, The talks concentrated on European
offairs and othor impo-*ent internativnal problems. With
rospeot to the situation .1 Eurcpo, the joint communiqué
stated that “the Soviet Union and France will continue to
contribute actively to the continution and development of
tho policy of détonte in Europe and throughout the wostd”,
On the question of disarmament and the¢ Disarmament
Conference, the communiqud stated s follows:

“The two sides agrce that in order to achieve goneral
and complete disarmament under effective international
control, which is the final objective of all dicarmament
measures, it is essential first of all to consider questions
rolating to nuclear disarmament. The USSR and France
think it desirable that the Powers who are directly
concerned should be ablo to agree on their positions on
this question. Both sides have already expressed thoir
support for the convening of the World Disarmament
Conference. They express the hope that it will be possible
10 create the conditions. necessary for its success in the
near future. - S

“Reaffirming their loyalty to the purposes and prin-

ciples of the Charter of the United Nations, the Soviet

. Unlon and France stress the importance they attach to

~the United Nations for the maintenance of peace and for
ensurlng international seourity.”

8. The General Assembly once again devoted much atten-
tion to the situation in the Middle East which is still a
threat to peace. This is an important international political
poblem in which the Security Council is directly con-
cerned. In the resolution adopted by the Assembly on this
question /2949 (XXVIl]], ¥staol was once again, in effect,
the subject of international condemnation, as an aggressor.
The principle of the inadmissibility of the acquisition of
torritory by war was confired as a rule of modern
international law. The Asserbly once ogain proclaimed the
need for the unconditions! withdrawa! of Israeli forces
from the occupied Arab territories. We can only express
regret that two permanent members of vhe Security Council
ahatyliied in the vote on that resolution which contained
such important provisions in suppwrt of the Arab countries
which ere the victims of Israeli aggression; but they
thereby, no doubt, dolighted the aggressu:.

9. In connexion with the hiddle Bast questiun, it would
seem appropriate to biform the Council of the following

the Conferonce

position taken by the USSR and France as set forth in the
,gforemenuonod Soviet-Fronch joint communiqué:

“The Soviet Union and France 7cxprossr their 7deep
__concern over the fact that the situation in the Middle. Bast
*+ I3 still dangorous, They reaffirm that the resolution of the

- -Securlty Council of 22 Novewmbor .1967.{242(1967)]

- must_be implemented, They believe that, in accordance

-=With that rosolution, the Special Representativo of the ...~

__Secrefary-General, Mr. Gunnar Jarring, "who has been

““entrusted by the Securlty Council with the task of
promoting a sottloment, should continue his mission with
a view to ostablishing a just and losting peace, providing
for the withdrawal of Israeli forcos from all océupied
territorics and recognition of ihe sovereignty, political
indepondenco and torritorial integrity of all the countries
of this roglon by evory country concerned, and respect
for the rights and interests of all peoples ¢f this reglon,
including tho Arab population of Palestine.”

10, The Assembly took important decisions relating to the
struggle against colonialism, racism and apartheid, For the
first time, the Assembly officially recognizod the national
liberation movements as the genulte volees of the aspir-
ations and hopes of the peoples struggling for their freedom
and independence, aid it roaffirmed the legitimacy
of the struggle of the colonial peoples for their liberation,
Wo congratulate our African friends on the successful
discussion at the Assombly of the problem of the decolo-
nization of the African continont. We are fully jusiificd in
calling the twonty-seventh session of the General Assembly
“the Assembly of Aftlca, of the non-use of force, of the
prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons, the Assembly of
peace and disarmament”.

11. The Assembly discussed and took a number of -
decisions _on questions concerning the world economic
situation, international trade, development, assistance to
developing countries and internatlonal co-operation in the
field of the humai environment,

12. Lastly, the Assembly took a now and {raportant siep
forward towards implementing the principle of the univer-
sality of the United Nations which Is embodied in the
Charter, The policy of political discrlmination within the
United Nations system against the German Demociatic
Republic, which has prevailed for over 20 years, endod. The
German Democratic Republic has achieved the status of
permanent observer at the United Nations and has boen
elected a member of some United Natlons budles, This glves
grounds for hoping that very soon the two German Statcs,
thie German Democratic Republic and the IFederal Ropublic
o Germany, will be admitted to membership in the United
Nutions.

13, Those are the main decisions that were taken by the
General Assembly at lts twenty-seventh session and, in the
view of the Soviet delegation, they can, if they are strictly
observed by all Statez Members of the United Nations,
undoubtedly contribute to the strengthening of peace und
securlty, to the solution of the problem of disarmament
and the non-use of nuclear weapons to the development of
friendship and co-operation between peoplos,



N aud intematlonal sccurlty. e

14, The only cause for rogrot is that the press of our host
country has been silent with regard to the positive
“achievements of the Assembly aimed at strengtlwnhlg peaco

715 Mr. Presidont ploase accept the warm cong\utulntions ,

:0f-the -delegation. of 'the- USSR.-in connexion with the

~7=zeloctlon of your.country to the Security Council and your

-~ aceesslon to-the- office of Prosident of the Council for the

. month of January. May I wish you every success in carrying

“out your high and difficult dutles as Presidont of the
Councll and may I also sssure you of the readiness of the
‘Soviet delegation to co-oporute with you. Your fruitful
activities in the United Natlons In your capacity as
Pormanent Ropresontative of Indonesia and your skilful
conduct of consultations with members of tho Council
ghow that in you wo have a talonted and oxperlenced
diplomat, May [ say that I am convinced that under your
able guidance the Council will uchiove fruitful rosults and
make a good start with its work in 1973.

16. The Soviet delegation would also like to expross its
thanks and its most sincore congratulations to the President
of the Security Council for December 1972, the Permanent
Representative of India to the United Nations, Mr. Sen,
who, while he occupied this office, did much to make
the work of the Councu producuve.

17. 1 am also very pleascd to conglatuluw on behalf of
the delogation of the Soviet Union, the delogations of the
four other new membors of the Security Council, Australia,
Austria, Kenya and Peru, on their election to the Council,
to offor our very best wishos o thelr representatives in the
Council and to express the hope that our joiat and fruitful
co-operation in the Council will help to strengthen poace
and international security., We are convinced that the
delegations of the five new members of the Council will
make a valuable contribution to its work, We have already
had an opportunity to congratulste them at one of lagt
year’s meetings, in theilr absence, so to speak, and more
recontly this year at the USSR Mission, We ere pleased to
congratulate them once again,

18. The USSRk dolegatiun would also like to expross its
thanks to the representatives of the five members, Ar-
genting, Belglum, Italy, Japan and Somalia, whose term of
office In the Council has come to an end and with whom
we co-operated most sincerely in the Council.

19. Turning now ¢o the question on the agenda for today’s
meoting of the Council, the Soviet delegation would like to
make the following observations,

20. We listened closely to the interesting and substantive
statement made by our distinguished colleague in the
Councll, the Permanent Representative of Pangima to the
United Nations, Mr. Boyd, regarding the proposal by his
Government that the Council shouid hold meetings away
from United Nations lieadquarters, in Panama City.

21, The Soviet Union has always been, and still I,
favour of greator activity on the part of the Council in
order to guarantee and strengthon poace and international
security and solve the key problems of our day,

22. The USSR was ono of the first to support the idea of

holding Council meetings away from United Nations

Headquartors in accordance with Arsticle 28, paragraph 3, of
.the Charter, We feel that on-the-spot meetings will con-

tributeto a more successful solution of the urgent problems .-
-of -any glven rogion that might- complicete. the - present -
gituation and -relatlons between the States of ‘a specific
_region, As hiad already been noted here, the holding of such .

_meetings is fully in accordance with the Chaiter of the
United Nations and .the. Councils pxovlslonal rules of
proccdure. -

23, At thc time, thc Sovist Unlml actively supported tho
proposal made by the Afilcan States Membors that the
Council should hold a serics of meetings in Afiica in
January and February of last year,

24, That serles of Council meetings in Africa convincingly
domonstrated the usefulness and advisability of the practice
of helding meetings away from Ileadquarters, During the
above-mentioned series of meetings, the Council considered
the most urgent probloms of Africa, problems relating to
the climinution of colondalisin, neo-colonialism and the
struggle agalnst racism and apartheld, which are a threat to
peace, security and stability on the African continent.

25. When the question of holding a series of Council
meetings in Africa was being discussed, sonie delegations
expressed a number of doubts and cven feass regarding the
difficultics of holding Council meetings away from New
York. The successfut and productive meotings held by the
Council in Addis Ababa have dispelled those doubts and
fears.

26, The consideration today of the Panamanian proposal,
which has the unanimous suppost of all the countiles of
Latin Americs, confirms that that Sccusity Council practice
is gaining recognition and support among a wide clrcle of
States Members of the United Nations, Morcover, the fact
that the whole regional group of countries in Latin Amorica
in the United Nations has unanimously supported this
Panamunian proposal is proof that the usefulncss and
necessiiy of holding Security Council meetings in that
reglon has been generally 1ecognized and supported by the
countrizs in the Lalin Amerlcan continent,

27. The Soviet delegation takes duc account of, and
understands, the reasons that have led the Government of
Panama to submit to the Security Couacll its proposal that
the Council should hold a series of meetings in Panama
City. During the consultations which took place last week
wo expressed ous support for the proposal that the Council
should hold a serles of meetings in Panawa City from 15 to
21 March this year.

28. The holding of a series of Secwiity Council meotings in
Latin America would, In the view of the Soviet delsgation,
provide the Council with an apportunity to become better
acguainted with the problems which are a cause of concem
for the peoples of that continent, Wo wore pleased to hear
the statement by our distinguished colleague the repre-
sentative of Panama, Mr Boyd, that the ministers for
foreign affalts of several Latin Amerjcan countries had
deelsred their readiness (o take an active part in that series



-of mesotings and to put forward their views on ways of
-solving the probloms faclug Latin America which gve related
~.to the question of tho malntenance and strongihettmg of

; ?———tntomntlonal ponce und seourity.

29, For;tht»a reasons, the Soviet delcgatlon ahaxes t.he
“wview of many members of the Council on this question and
- . supports the proposa’ that the invitation of the Govern-
"~ ment cf Panama for holding a serles of meetings in Panama
“City from 15 to 21 March should be approved in principle
~and transmitted to the Security Councll Conunittee on
“Counnil Meoetings away from Hoadquarters which should be
asked to consider all the practical aspects and submit a
roport and recuommendations to the Council,

30, Such a procedure would be in keeping with the
precedent and with tho positive practice already established
in the preparations for the Council’s wwetings in Africa in
Jonuary and February of last year, As you know, the
Council agreed at its meoting on 11 Januaiy 1972 [1625th
meeting] to accede in principle to the request of the
African countries that the Council ghould hold meetings in
Aftica. Thereafter, it established the Security Council
Committee on Council Meetings away from Headquesters
and transmitted to that Conumitice the proposal of tho
African countries for consideration of all its practical
aspects. At the same meeting the Council also reached a
unanimous understanding that the basle guidelines relating
to tho holding of a serles of Security Council meetings in
Africa could be applied in other similar situations, This was
stressed, in particular, in the closing words spoken by the
representative of Somalia, Mr. Farah, who was President of
the Security Council at that time, when he summed up the
Council’s decision, No objectlons or observations were
made by mombers of the Council to the President’s
summing up at that timo. Accordingly, his stmming up of
gtee situation in effect reflects the Council's unanimous
cision,

31. May i assure you, Mr. President, that the Soviet
_delegation is fully prepared to co-operate constructively
with other delcgations in the Security Councll Committee
with a view to studying all the practical aspects of the
implementation of the proposal of the Government of
Panana and in proparing the necessary report and practical
recommendations for the Council,

32, The PRESIDENT: 1 thank e representative of the
Soviet Union for the very warm words in which he
welcomed my delegation to the Security Council,

33. Mr. BUSH (United States of America): Mr. President,
first, mey I join in the words of welcome from miany
delegations—welcome to you individuslly as President of
the Council, welcome to your delegation and welcome to
the others who are here for the first time,

34, Last year, when we discussed holding Council meet-
ings In Aftica [ 1624th meeting], my delegation enumerated
certain factors which thould be given the most serious
consideration by the members of the Councll when
discussing the question of holding occeslonal meetings away
from Headquarters. Most Council members would agree
that when one examines those factors closeiy the invitation

that wo are now discussing is not directly analogous to that
of tut year, wmch does not constitute a precedenta .

35, lest. as we all know. the Socurity Council is doslgnod
* to convene t-any time on matters of urgent congein to the -

—maintenanco of international peace and scourity. When we
‘“met in Addis Ababa last year we -considered items of.
_ curront interest on the Councl agenda—items, in fact, on

which the Council spends a large proportion of its time,
Those vere itens of some degree of urgency. My delegation
ia not awaro of any comparable items concerning the Latin
Amorican roglon of which the Council is actively selzed that
would justify a meeting away from Headquarters, which the
Charter provides may bo held in such places as in the
Couitcll's judgentent “will best facllitate its work™. Thete
cortainly are no items requiring urgent conslderation since
wo ate invited for two months hence,

36, What thoen is the purpose of this proposed meeting in
Panama-a meoting that Ambassador Boyd and I have
discussed at longth? Normally, in our procedures, one or
more Members of the United Nations or the Secrotary-
General requests a meeting of the Council to discuss an
urgent and cusrent problem, dispute or situation, We do not
decide to hold a meeting and thon decide what we are going
to be talking about—a kind of a concept of a meeting

- seeking an agonda. That Is putting the cart before the horse.

37. Since thoere aro no Latin American issues currently
under Council consideration, the holding of this meeting is
likely to appear capricious and based more on the particular
interests and the special considerations of an individual
member rathor than on concern for the work of the
Council, The agenda, of necessity, would be vague, general
and contrived. It was not intended in the Charter that tho
Council be turned into a smaller version of the General®
Assembly. Morcover, it is not likely to prove foasible to
confine Councll discussions to goneralities. Special issues
would be almost certain to be raised, and the net effect
would be the artificial stimulation of debate on subjects not
requiring Council consideration at this time.

38. Neither an oxchange on generalities nor an unneces-
sary debate on specifics would redound to the prestige and
stature of the Council, or indeed io the prestige and stature
of the United Natlons itself. The invitation to this Council
from the Minister for Forelgn Affairs of Panama exprasses
the desire that the meetings in Panama make *a positive

" contribution to the search for solutions to the problems of

Latin America” [S/10858]. It is essential for such a
positive contribution and for the proper functioning of the
Council that the meetings not be conceived of as a means
fior bringing pressure on bilateral issues not currently before
the Council, If there are bilateral problems, the best way
and the traditional way to proceed would be through
bilateral negotiations and thereafter, should the need arise,
through the exlsting regional system, utilizing the instru-
mentalities of that aystem as provided under Chapter VIII
and other relevant articles of the Charter. Ambassador
Boyd has ralsed just such an issue in meniloning the
Panama Canal, the status of which is under active bilateral
negoiiation. With due reference to the history of the area
und the fssue, we, of ccurse, do not aczept the contention
that the Canal Zone is a colonialist enclave,
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39, Members of the Council will recall thet concern has
- been expressed eartier about holding meetings where public

*opinion could affect the wotk of the Counell, In this case it
==is glroady evidont that the prospect of these meetings is
 stimulating -a - heated - propaganda -campaign _in -Panama,
—-which will not be conducive to the kind of atmosphero
~incoded -for Council meetings, or indeed Lelpful for the
- futuro cousso of bilateral negotiations, With the plothora of
~sorlous bilateral problems around the world, none of us
~would want to encourage interested parties to believe that
‘they can invite the Council to meet on their territories not
. -for the benefit of the United Nations generally but for their

own purposes on specific issues.

40, The meotings in Addis Ababa came about as a result of
an invitation from the Organization of Afrlcan Unity,
which was solemnly concurred in by the General Assembly
in Its resolution 2863 (XXVI), inviting the Security Council
to consider holding meetings in Africe. In this case,
however, we have an invitation from a single country, in
this instance a member of the Council, My delegation
wonders whether any member of the Security Council or
indeed any Momber of the United Nations should be
allowed to expect to have the Security Council mect in its
capital by simply inviting it to de so, perhaps because of
the fortuitous circumstance that that Member happens to
hold the prosidency of the Council during a particular
month, Anything that leads to the possibility of further
meetings of this kind would, in our opinion, erode support
for the concepi of holding occasional meetings away from
Headquarters, a concopt that we have endorsed. In other
words, while conceivably a good case might be made in the
future for meoting away from Headquarters, a mieeting in
Panama under the circumstances I have outlined would
tond to discredit the very concept the very idea. of such
meetlngs for the future

41, l'lnally. wo should not forget that practlcal questions,
about which we have heard something here today, arise in
conniexion with meetings away from Headquarters—such
questions as finances and avaiiability of communications.

42, With regard to finances, foriunately we have had one
recent example, in Addis Ababa, on which to base our
consideration of the cost of such meetings. In this
connexion 1 wish to recall the words of Ambassador
Baroody during the debate last year regarding the meetings
in Aftlca. He sald;

“the serles of Councll meetlngs away from New York,
whether in Aftlca or elsewhere, should not constitute a
precedent, unless the country or group of countrles that
demands another such session will foot the bill in to2o®
[1625th meeting, para, 74,

It would be in accordance with standard United Nations
practice that the host country pay the difference in the cost
of holding a meeting or conference in that country rather
ihan at the Headquarters site,

43. Nor should the question of commuaications be mini-
mized, Last year, in discussing alternative sites for meetings
in Africa, the Security Council Committee on Council

Meetings away from Headquarters drew attention to the
importance of immediato access to the Council by all

. Members of the United Nations at ali times, the necessity of
_having rapld communications readily available at all times
-and. the possibility. of tho. occurrence of unforesecn emet-

gencies that might: oblige the Council to raturn urgently to

~Hoadquasters. -Since -11 of the 15 members of the Council
.do not maintaln diplomatic misslons in Panama, we must
__consider whethor quickly lmprovised communication, facll

ities would gufﬂcc to meot unoxpectcd crlscs. 7:;;

44, '!‘hc members of the Councll, wo tlunk, would be well
advised to consider serlously the resorvations that [ have
enumerated and the consequoences of the example we could
set for the futuro if we were indeed to accept this
invitation, The United States values deeply its close,
historic and cordial relations with Panama, The consid-
erations we have enunciated here are not directed towards
that friendly Government, Indeed, it is not casy to point
out the reservations that we feel, because of our historic
relationship with Panama. Rather our aim s to prevent
further weakening of the United Nations itself at a time
when we should concentrate our efforts on strengthening it.
That should be our goal, and I would ask that all members
around this table keop it firmly in mind as we discuss this
question in the important Committee meetings that will
follow.

45, The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of the
United States for the words of welcome addressed to the
new membors of the Security Council, including my
country. I think this will be the last time we shall have the
opportunity to have Ambassador Bush among us and !
ghould like to take this opportunity to say that I personally
am very sorry that I shall not have the opportunity to work
with him in the Council, I know that the Councll will
certainly miss his contribution to its work, and I am sure
that I am speaking on behalf of the Council in wishing him
every success in the new functions he is going to assume in
hls country’s political life.

46. Mr. MOISOV (Yugoslavia): Mr, President, it glves us
double pleasure both to greet you and your delegation as
one of the five new members of the Council and to
congratulate you on assuming the responsible post of
President of the Council for the month of January, The
traditionally friendly rolations between our two countries
and Governments, strengthencd by their dedication to and
co-operetion for the advancement of the movement of
non-alignment to which they have belonged from its
incoption, and the close co-operation and understanding
that havo always existed between our iwo delegations in the
United Nations make us particularly happy in doing so, The
significant and extensive role that your country continues
to play in Asian and world affairs is reflected in the broad
vision that you have been personally contributing to our
work in the United Natlons. It is not often that a new
member Is lmmediately, from the very beginning almost
without any breathing space, saddled with the respon-
sibifitles of the presidency; but tho energy, skill and speed
with which vou have started to aischarge your duties only
confirm that we are in good hands, My delegation offers
you its wholehearted co-operation.



- 47, Let me take this apportunity to extend greatings also
" to the Ambassadors and delegations of Australia, Austria,
.. "Kenya and Peru, new membeis of the Council, We are very
-uch looking forward to working with them, With each
“one of them, we have good and friendly rolations in general,
“and with their countries, as well as here in the United
- Natlons, -At_the -jast meeﬁng of the Councll we had the

““opportunity to-express our feelings in connexion with the
_ departure of Argentlua, Belsl_um, Italy, Japan_and Sonialia

at tha end oi last year.

48 While obviously wo never have reason to say farevell
to the delegations of the pormanent members, we still have
fo face those moments when thelr permanent represen-
tatives, our colleagues, leave us, My delegation and I
personally ere indeed sad at hearing what you just said,
Mr. Prosident, that this is the last Cotncil meeting which
will be attended by the Permancat Representative of the
United States, our good friend George Bush, His personal
dedication to the causes of the United Natlons, and to the
work of the Council was one of the malnstays in our joint
offorts, His personel charm and good humour often
delighted and helped us all. We always enjoyed co-operating
with Ambassador Bush, a worthy and able representative of
a country with which my country traditionally and
continuously has had good and fiiendly relations, tested in
some of the most trying moments of modern history. We
are glad that we can at the same time congratulate George
Bush on proceeding to assume a very high and responsible
position in the political life of his country, but we shail
certainly miss him here, We, aro of course, looking forward
to ostubushlng the same co-operation and close relationnlup
with his successor wlien he comes.

49. In placing on todcy’s agenda the invitation of the
Government of the Republic of Panama to the Sccusity
Council to meet in Panama City in March of this year, we
are responding once again to an impostant initiative
enabling the Councl to avall itseld of the prerogative given
to it by the Charter in Asticle 28, paragraph 3, namely, to
“hold meetings at sush places other than the seat of the
Orgtl\:’léutlon @ in its judgment wiil best facilitate its
wor|

- §0. - In our consultations with you, Mr. President, we have
already indicated our sirong and unqualified support for
holding a session of the Council in Panuma, for accepting
its Government's invitation, -1 should now like to state
briefly some of the reasons for my delcgution’s positive
“stand on this, and for its urglng the Council to agree
unanimously to go to Panama, as we wged it last year to
respond unanimously to the call of African States,

51. Firstly, indced, the success, the importance, the work
accomplished by and the results of our historic meetings in
Addis Ababa would by themselves be enough to justify
turning similar attention to the problems of pence, inter-
national security and co-operation of another great reglon
and continent, probloms which affect the world.

52, There I8 no need today to prove in any detail what the
Addis Ababa meetings accomplished and meant for Africa,
for the United Nations, for the Security Council, for the
whole of the internationul community, Some doubts were

taised, before we embarked on that major undertaking,
about the wisdom and propilety of such a venture and the
gvailable means and ability of all concerned to make it .

Substantive vad useful, But all of us together, with the
_groatcst contribution from- the host country d _other

7'{53.' The "mcetmgs ‘of the 'Sacurity ‘Coundil m - Aftica
_actually opened a new chapter in its work and constituted - - -~

an effoctive utilization of the possibility that the Chartor, in

its wisdom, has provided for the Council, There s a further

need for the Council to apply again and d.velop this
valuable now practice, particularly at a time when it is more
widely recognized that general peace cannot rost sccurely
on unsettled reglonal crises and local wars, that all reglons
might equally affect and bo affected by the general trond
towards international peace and security—all that in a woild
which has really bocome one, with all countries, vegions and
continents being equally lLuportant olements in the uni-
versal structuro of internatlonal co-operation,

54, Secondly, the Government of Panama has now invited
us to meet in its capital from 15 to 21 March to cousider an
agenda whose general theme makos it possible to engage in
a very useful debate and to take adequate docisions for the
strengthening of peaco and Intemational security in Latin
America, The Government of Panama hopes that such a
serles of meetings will be—and 1 quote from tho letter of
the Ministor for Foreign Affairs of Panama, His Excellency
Mr. Juan Antonio Tack:

“a positive contribution to the search for solutions to the
problems of Latin America, which are linked to the
strengthening of international peace and security and the
promotion of international co-operation” [see 8/10858],

§5, It is particularly significant that the Latin American
Group In the United Nations has urianimously expressed its
sympathy and solidarity with this decision of the Pana.
masdan Govesnment, The vory wide support that its
initiative hes already gathered among the mambers of the
Councll indicates that we are all conscious of the groat
importance and jmmediate attention that must be accorded
to the wishes and needs of a large reglon of the world, of
lasge group of sovarelgn States, whois role and contribution
to the United Nations from its inception have been second
to none, whose collective and individual contributions to
the affalrs of tho progressing international community have
been and are admired by all,

56, lt was wisely said, in the consultations we had, that
the problems of Latin America relating to the maintenance
und promotion of international peace, security and co-opor-
ation have perhaps been somewhat neglected here in more
recent tines, Therefore, this is one more reason for our
tackiing these problems in a more focused, concentrated
manner, In doing so, in golag to Panama, this Council will
once again demonstrate that it does realize that peace is
indivisible,

57. 1t is being sald that while our Afrcan serles of
meetings was a valuable achlevernent it does not necessarily
constitute a precedent for other situations, Some say that
problems in the two reglons are disshmnilur, that some of the



il

Afrlcan problems that wero on the agenda were and are of

-~ great urgency. But, here, 'wo should like to state how

impressed we ware by the point tmade by the roprosentative

_ of Panama, my good frlend M, Bovd, when he_ sald that
=dealing with the relevant problems of his country and those
" of Latin America would constitute an sxerolse in so-called
- proventive-diplomacy, which-the -world neods so much. Wo
*= should not wait for a problom to be escalated into a cxlsls,
“and a orisls- Into an armed conflict before dealing with it,
*“Very often, the absonce of escalation today does not mean

that a flare-up will not oceur tomorrow, We all have an idea

- what tho relevant problems in the area are, This should and

will becomo cloarer us a vosult of our work in the Councll
Conmuitico on moetings away from Ileadquartors and
clsewhero bofore our meotings tako place. We welcomed the
splrit of the remarks by some reprosentatives that we would
be going to Paname not to score polnts or to indulge in
unproductive inflammatory thetorle for its own sake, but
to try to poisuade; to defuso, if we can, potential conflicts;
to show concorn; to suggost principles, bases and ways for
solutions; to focus the attention of the international
community on what is being done and what should be done
to meet tho just domands of tho peoples and thelr
logitimato rights,

58, Thirdly, Yugodavia—for which, as for mauy other
countrles, the genoral interest of the United Nations has
always been close to the contre of its foreign policy—is
particularly grateful to Panama and all the Latin American
countries which, in inviting the Couneil to help thom deal
with the groat problems that affect them and the whole
world, have shown their undiminishied confidence in the
United Nations, in the Security Council und i their role
and possibilitios, This is particulatly valuable at a time when
we hear from varlous sides, so often and so insistontly,
lamentations over the so-called decroase In prestige and in
the esteem in which the United Nations and this Council
also are held, Last year tho African countrios and this yoar
tho Latin Amerloan countrles have disagreed with this viow
by wanting this Council to come and help them with some

--of the thorniest problems with wlhich they are faced.

59, 'In conclusion, let me just say that my delegation is
most grateful to the Government of Panama not only for
{nviting us and offorlng us a groat opportunity to perform
our duties and tasks in an hmaginativo way, but also for
offoring to do everything it can, and very genorously, to
create the best possible physical and logistic conditions for
our work in Panama City and in reducing the cost for tho
Organization by offerlng a contributlon to moot a sub-
stantial part of the oxpense.

60, My delegation, together with all the others, wlll if
necessary, make detailed comments on arrangoments nnd
othor rolated issues in the Committee and subsequently.

61, As for the exact drafting of the agenda for the mecting
in Panama City and other political matters of a substuntive
nature, wo welcomie the spirit of flexibility that hus been
indicated by many moembers here, We are sure that we cun
Jjointly find solutions for those questions too, without
Impaiting our main goal in this werthy undortaking:
promotion of the legltimate interests of the peoples of
Latin America, related to poace, security and co-operation
in that reglon and in the world,

,of l’anama.ﬂ—f I

63, The PRESIDENT. 1 uumk “the ropresontative ‘of B

_ Yugoslavia for the very warm words which he addressed to --—
“me and to the now membors-of the (‘ouncll a group to
-which lndonusln also bolongs. ;“ LT

62. For all theso reasons my delogation will support the
decision of the Council in principle to hold a sorics of
moetings in Panama Cny. as propo ed by the Govemnwnt

64, ‘M. SON (India); Mr. l’xosldont thls is the flust
meeting of the Council in 1973 and 1 should like to express
to you and to all mombers of the Councl, and to the
Soorctary-Genoral and his staff of all ranks and gges, our
best wishes for the New Year and for the work of tho
Council. Close and frlondly ties link India with Indonesia,
My delegation holds you personally in ligh ostcom, We
congratulate you warmly on your Prosidency of the Council
for January and we can assure you of our fullest co-opor-
ation. We alsa welcomo your delegation to membership of
the Councl, togother with tho delegations of Australia,
Austrla, Kenya and Peru, Wo have close and cordial
relations with ell those countries, and w2 also look forward
to co-operating with them In every possible way in the
work of the Couacil, as indced elsewhere. Wo are confident
that they will be worthy successors to Argentina, Belglum,
Itely, Japan and Somalia, to which we had the palnful
privilege of saying good-bye a fow weeks ago, ————-
65. Lastly, I have been deeply touched by the porsonal
compliments paid by you, Mr. President, and others to me
as the President of the Councll for December, While these
emotlonal sentiments and oxpressions are worthy and
worthwhilo we cannot in this contoxt forget that betweon
the time we last met and now a greas natural calamity has
befallenn a small country i1 the rogion with which we are
concerned today, and I should like to express our sincorost
condolonces to the people and Government of Nicaragua
for what they have suffered.

66, It is pleasant to bo back to work and business after a
1ull of a rather dull petlod of about a month, and we shall
tiow tuin to tho business at hand which is the proposal of
the Govornment of Panama for a series of meetings of the
Councii in Panama in Morch, We have heard with utmost
attontion the statement by the representative of Panama
[1684th mceeting] and the comments made on it by
previous speakers, The proposal for holding meetings of the
Councll in Panama City from 15 to 21 March is not a new
or sudden osnie. The dolcgution of Panama had spoken about
it both formaily and informally, espocially on a number of
occastons over the last few months, We have therefore had
adoquate notice to consider the question in princlple. Now,
in his statement, the representative of Panama has sought to
meke cloar the objectives of the proposal, the attitude of
the countries of the reglon to it, the availability of techuical
facilitios at Pangma City, which would be necossary for a
meoting of the Council away from Headquarters, and its
finaucial implications,

67. Wo welcome this offer of the Government of Panama
and we greatly look forward to a most satisfactory
organjzation of our meetings in its capital. Our own
attitude towards this proposal hes been based, after careful



thought, on seversl considerations, Wst, this proposal has

-, -vecel7ed the unanimious. support of the Latin American
-~ Grouy- of .couniries, This endstsement of the Latin Awer
Jean Group weans thut the Panainenian proposal yeflocts |

~the de;.rea. and.. aspivations. of all ‘the countres of an

‘dedlvable--at indeed it was facessary and desirable last year
~when'we nigt at Addis Ababa--for thé Council to respond
“positively and specdily to the unanimous wishes of g large
“and signifloant group of the Usited Natlons, In spite of the
~..yoservativna of some delegations on practien! grounds and
on.thelr iterpretation of somo provisions of tho Churter,

" wo bolieve that this s tho mest tnpostaut consideration and

oo glad to note that evon those, or some of thosa, who
have expressod—-legltimeately ' 1 may say so--thelr tesor-
vaticns, uppear to have accepted the foren of the argument
that ull Lativ Amoreax countrics wh:h o twe a serios of
nwclings in Panmna (‘it,v.

68, Szcondly, we have no:ed that the supgested theme for
conslderation ug the agenda for the proposed meetings has
been fremed in genoral and broad but novertheless impor-
tant teyint, Moroever, the delegation of Panama has
indicated a flexible approach to its sclual wording. We
consider that the strengthening of international peacs and
security andé tie pro: wtion of inteinational co-opezation in
any region are legitlmate matters for the Council’s concern.
Very few will guestion that, in the context of Latin
America, an sgreed Latin American capital would boe an
appropriete—indeed, we would hope, a fruitful-venue for
such a discussion, Naturally, it wouid be the prorogative of
the Counci! to discuss in detail the contents of the agenda it
should consider,

69. Thirdly, we think that, whilo too much emphasis on
the rogionalization of the world may not always be
desirablo, we also have to take into account that difforent
reglons face probloms which are peculiar to them, For the
Cowicll to consider these problems as & whole in the
context of the maintenance of international peaco and
security and the promotion of international co-operation Is
a worthy end and should be pursuod, Here again we cannot
ignore the useful result the Council obtained dusing our
meetings in Bthioyln last year, both in its work sowards
“fiinding solutlons to some specific African problems, and,
perhaps more importuntly, in bringing the United Nations,
and all it stands for, nearer tho people of Afitea. It
achieved, as I said before, & most important result. In this
connexion, we have particularly noted from the stutement
"of Panama that onc of the intentions s to discuss the
problema of the Latin American region a3 a whole, -

70, Thoso of us who work in the United Nations are quite
ofton criticized as living in an exotlc atmosphero away from
the rough and tumble of dally life in difforent countries.
Would it ot be better, even for our own education, to go
to some other countries and see how the poopie there live,
how they feel and how thoy look un our probloms and,
therefore, come back wiscr and better cqunpped io solva the
problems which we fice here in the Council? [ think that
was one of the hinporiant lessons all the members of the
Councll loarned whilo we were in Addls Ababa, and I look
forward to a repetition of such a lessun when we go to
Panuma City.

_important’ rcglou. We beligvo that It I8 pecossary and indeed

71, Finally, with regard to procedures through which the

proposal befora us can be implemented, we are fortunate
that some groundwork has already been done, There should .
_mot ba any ditficulty in. following the. same -pattern we
..adopter). last--February,.Tho. practival wnslderaiiun of :
“expenso. ta- the Thited’ Natlons i, of course, of some
*~ importance I the present ciscumstancez, For that alen. the

‘procedures ‘of last year provide u guldeline which the

- Government of Paaana hos alreedy taken into account in _

‘hmklng lts own gonorous otfm of L i‘umnck\l wntr?bmlon

“72. " In the llghl of there cousldemﬂons my delegation will

suppoit the proposal of L'unama for tho holding of a serles

" of meetings of the Council at Panama City. At the sae

o we are fully consclous that important details of
aubstance and procedure will require to be worked cut in
advance if the success of the mostings Is to be ensured, Tho
proper forum for discussing those details will naturally be

‘the Council’s Committee on meetings away from Houd-

guartors. It would bo sufficient if at this stage the Councll
were to take a decision in principle to support the
Fanumanian roquest and tofor the discussion of further
details to the Comsmittes, which could also be instructed to
report back to tho Council within a suitable period of time.
No doubt, durlng the Committee's discussions ather consid-
erations which are not yet fully clear will be analysed and
finn recommendations will be made. Tho Council can take

--ali the necessary declsfons on veceiving the Comimitteo’s

report,

73. In conclusion I should liko to say that in supporting
the present proposal for a serles of meetings of the Council
in Panema City my delopation has no particular ssue in
sind as the only or main subject of discussion, Qur support
for the proposal is essontially indicative of our concern for
the region as 4 whole and of our desire that the aspirations
of its peoplv should be rospected und that co.operation,
peace and seourity anong its States be promoted for the
gmater poodof usall,

74. Bofore 1 conclude I have a few personal words to
address to Ambassador Bush, whom wo may not soo again
in the Council after today's meeting. I have alroady pald my
official compliments at the last meoting of the Counvil, but
1 should like to add that personslly I shall indesd be very
soriy to see him go. He has been a good filond, cheerfui
company and a constant sourco of ingpiration for meny of
us, aud wo shall nuss him. Ws Jonk forward to continued
co-oporation with the United States delegation when_his
successor heads that delegation.

75. The PRESIDENT: I thank the repmsemative of India
for the very warm wordz of welcotas which he addragsed
to me,

76. Mr. ODERQ-JOW (Kenve): At this first mooting of
the Security Council in 1973 my delegation s grotifled to
be able to participate in its dcliberations as a menber for
the first thre sinee my country won lndepondence. We wish
to thank the membore of the Afilvan Group for their
upanimous suppori of our candidature foy membership in
the Council. We also thank ali the othos delegutions whose
support enabled my country to becomie a member of this
auspicious body. I wish to assure you, My. Presidoent, that



my delegation will do its utmost, in collaboration with all
othor members of the Councll, to contribute fully to

“~ensudng that the Councll meets its primary responsibility
" for.the maintenance of intornational peace and security.
Tlet mo also oxpress my delogation’s gratitude to you and to
~#:gll the other members who have expressed kind words of

o wglcgnwig);n

w_ mcmbox of me Councﬂ

;%77. Tumh\g now to. thu question undor dlsaussion,

namely, the request by Panama concerning the holding of
meetings of the Securlty Council in Panama City, I wish to
uxpross my dologation’s, whole-hsarted support for the
proposal so ably prosonted this morning by the reprosen.
tetivo uf Panama, Our two continents do indeed share many
common problems and our two countrios enjoy the
happlest of roladons, and, consequently, wo have no
hesitation «n giving our fraternal support to the holding of
meetings of the Council in Panama City some time this
year,

8. Apart from the sxpression of solidarity, however, our
support for this proposal is based on cortain basic principfes
and considerations, Article 28, paragraph 3, of the Charter
of the United Nations provides that “‘the Security Council
may hold meetings at such places other then the seat of the
Ouganization as in lts judgment will best facllitate its
work”, The criterion for holding meetings outside Hoad-
quarters is whother or not such a decision would best
facllitato the work of tho Councll. Last year the Council
decided, at the invitation of the Orgaunization of African
Unity, to hold some of its meetings in Africa to deal with
Afrlean problems. The success of those mectings of the
Council which were held in Addis Ababa fully justified that
declsion and, in the opinion of my delegation, showed the
necd to consider holding meetings away from Headquartors
from timo to tixio whon this is justified by the natuse of the
problems that have to be dealt with, No one can deny that
problems that were referred to this mornlng by the

“represontative of Panama are relevant to the continent of

Latin America, even though they might not all bo peculiar
to that continent,

79. As the United Nations organ on which members have
conforred the “primary rosponsibility for the maintenance
of International peace and security” in order to sccure the
pacific seitlement of disputes, the taking of action with
resprct to threats to the praco, breaches of the peace and
acts of aggression and the harmonization of regiunal actions
to ensure pacific settlements of disputes, the Council is
enjolned siot only to develop a global presence and
capability In the interests of peace and security but also
systematically fo increare and globally to assest its pres-
ence, This demands that the Council maintain a posiure of
preparcdiess $o deal with all issues and afl developments
which are fikely to constitute threats tu the peace In the
most effcctive, equitable and timely manner, This in turn
dewands the full and jntimnte involvement of the Council
in these fssues,

80. In the oplnion of iy delegation, the presence of the
Counil in Panaimn City will greatly assist the Cowncil {n the
full appreciation of the problems of Latin Amerfca. We also
belleve that the abasace of the Councll from Hesdquartas
will in no way dinish its capability o deal with any

unforescen situstion and to cnsure prompt and offsctive
action in discharging lis primary rosponsibility for the
maintenance of internations! peace and sccurity, With

modorn means of communicatlon the Coungil can and shall .

indced be able to function continuously, as requirad by the -
Chartos,-whether. it be at Headquarters or in Panama City.

81, Finally, my delegation is i fufl ageerent that the -

—-same procedure. as wss followed when the Council decided

to hold a series of mcctings in Africa should be followed in
this caso as-woell. IR

82, Mx. ABDULLA (Sudml) Allow ma, Mr. I‘xosidmt
flsst of all to congeatulate you most warmly on vour
accession to tho presidency of the Council for January, und
also on the membership of your country in the Counal,
Becauso of the long-standing, intimate and friendly rela-
tions which exist between our two countries and peoples,
and also because of the role your great country has played
and continuocs to play us one of the initiators and promoters
of the principles of non-alignment and peacoful coexist.
ence, in which we strongly believe, I am happy to assurc
you that my delegation will be delighted to co-operat, fully
with you and your delegetion, And through you I wish also
to oxtend the wavmest welcome and best wishes to the
delegations of Australia, Austria, Kenya and Peru, which
have joined tho Council with your delegation,

83. As for the outgoing members, my delogation has
happy memorles of the cc-operation and friendship which
it has shared with thie delegations of Argenting, Belgiuim,
Italy, Japan and Somalia, We recall with great admiration
and appreclation the active and dynamic role and sympathy
which Ambassudor Ortiz de Rozas and the delegation of
Asentina have manifested in the Council towards Afiican
problems, We also have no doubt that the delegations of
both Panama and Poru, as the representatives of Latin
America, will continue to maintain the same level of
interest and support which thelr delegations have hitherto
accorded to African quostions.

84, Now tumning to the second ifem on the agenda of this
moming's tseting [1684th meeting], my delegation pre-
sents its thanks to each mesaber of the Council for the
confidence they showed in my delegatlon and the respon-
sibility they placed upon it by approving its membership in
tho group of three on Namibia estatlished by the Couneil.

85. My delegstion has considered the request of Panama
concerning the holding of meetings of the Security Councii
in Panama City, as contained in document £/10853 and as
unanimously supported by the delegations of the countries
of Latin America in document $/10859, and ss further
explained today by Ambassador Boyd [ibfd./, the Per-
manent Representative of Panama. I am happy to say from
the start that my delegation welcomes the proposal of
Panama and supports the holding of meetings of the
Couneil in Panama City between 15 and 21 March,

86, We belicve that the success and experlence gained
from the Lolding of the mueetings of the Council at the
Leginning of last year in Addis Ababa will contribute to the
success of the Panama meetings. The Counell will have an
opportunity te acguire on-the-spot knowledge and, there-




fore, better understanding of the asplrations and problems
_..of Latin Awoerica, as it did in Afdoa wlth wgmd to the
---rproblenm of thnt oontinent. 7 :

7.,~le ngordu, which concems tho stwngtlwning of
nternationai pesco and sacurity ‘and international co-

the probloms of poace and ecurity in Aftlea and clsowhero,
and the Panama meetings will help the Cougcll to formulate
-=.a ‘wider- view and botter undorstanding of tho problems
whlch Isits xosponslbmty to solve. . )
{18, 'With all due rospect to the arguments put forward for
Solding meetings of the Councll as a rulo at Headguasters,
wo camot ovorlook tho fact that onco in a while the
Councll should go to meot the peoples of the world and
acquaint them with it and its work. Fortunately, this
activity is facllitated by the frequency and rapidity of
conumunications between Headquartors and any capital in
the world, In such favourable conditions and in rapidly
changing woxld conditions, it would be most unfortunate if
the Council should romain aloof and dotached from the
very peoples of the world whose peace and security it
stends to guarantee.

89. In this parilcular case, we are encouraged by the fact

that the Latin Awmerican countries thomselves welcomo the

convening of the Council in Panama City, and by the
assurances of the representative of Panama lumseif that his
Government firmly updertakes to provide all facllities and
security and to make an appreclable financlal contyibution
in ordor to ensure the success of the meetings.

90. My delegation agrees with the delogation of Panama,
following these assurances, that the Council may follow the
~same procedure as in the case of tho meetings in Africa:
namely, accepting the invitation in principle and author-
izing the Committee of the Council on meetings away from
Headquarters to report to it at the ond of next week on the
Commlttee s study )

91, Fhmlly, and on the basis of my preceding arguments, I
wish to reafflsm the support of my delegation for the
request of Panama for tho holding of meetings of the
Security Council in Panama City next March.

92. Before 1 conclude, 1 wish to say a fow words on the
- departute of Ambassador Bush of the United States, whose
appointment will soon terminate. 1 must say that he has
endeared hiraself to all of us through his friendly spirit and
his frank and open dealing with everybody. in spite of
differences, Ambassador Bugh hes the quality of always
maintaining friendship with everyohe. I must say, on a
personal level, that we shall miss him very much, but my
delegation would wish him all success in his new job,

93. The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Sudan
for the very kind woxds he has addressed to me and to my
delegation,

94, [ should lke now to speak as roprescatative of
INDONESIA,

peration in Latin Amorlca, is closoly interconnected with .-

95, 1 do unot feel the need to sopoat views already
exprossed by the very lnrge majority of members, who have

--regponded favourably to the proposal of thie Government of

10

_“Panama that meotings of the Securlty Council be hold in
~:Pannma -City,-For many of the-same reasons which have
“boen glvon by the supporters of the Panamanian proposal, [

~am happy to state wy- Government's gratefid support for

““the kind favitation extended by the Govornment of Panama

" to the Council to wigot in its capltul clty from 15 to2l

“Murch 1973,

96. My dolegatlon ulso agreos wlth tho view that the same
procedure should be followed as dutlng the prepasations for
the Council mectings in Africa, and that the matter bo
roferscd to the Sccurity Council Committee on Council
Meetings away from Hoadquarters for further considoration
of all its aspects, The Committee will submit its findings
and reconunendations to tho Council,

97. Speaking now as PRESIDENT of the Council, I would
say that as no uther moember of the Coutcil appears to wish
to spoak at this stage it scoms that we have reached the
conclusion of our discussion, 1 shall therofore sum up the
rasults of our consultations and the discusston we have just
held in order that we may arrive at the decisions which flow
from the action taken so far,

98, The Security Council has been considering the pro-

posal made by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Panama
in his lotter dated 9 January 1973 [§/10858] to the effect
that the Council meet at Panama City from 15 to 21 March
1973 in ordoer to consider an agonda having the general
theme suggested in his letter, From my consultations with
the members of the Council, and from the statemonts that
have been made, it appears to me that members of
the Councll are prepared to accept the proposal of Panama.
It further appears that members aro agreed to follow the
same procedure followed last year in preparing for the
meetings of the Council in Africa, and that the Security
Council Committee on Council Meetings away from Head-
quastors established on 11 January 1972 should be re-
conivened and requested to consider all aspects of the
Council’s requirements-in carrying out its sgrcemont to
meet in Panama City. As before, the Committee would be
requested to make recommendations on technical, admin-
istrative, financial, legal, political and other aspects of the
question, including the precise formulation of an agreed
agenda for our discussjons,

99, If no member of the Council wishes to comment on
the two propositions 1 bave just outlined and in the
absonce of objections, 1 shall consider that the Council
agrees with both—that is, that it accepts in principle the
invitation to meet in Panama City from 15 to 21 March
1973 and that the Committee will be asked to consider all
aspacts of the necessary arrangements, | would add that the
Conunittee should be requested to conclude its work and
report to the Council by not later than the end of next
week,

1t was so decided,

100, Mr, BOYD (Panama) (interpretation from Spanish):
In connexion with the invitation of Panama, my delegation



= ontativo of the United Stntc

is so pleased with the affiumative statements made by the
“representatives of Peru, France, Guinea, China, Austria, the
Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, India, Kenya, the Sudan and

-~Indonesla that we would profer to reply at a.more

“appropriate -tlme -to_ the. ideas expresscd by tlw TopIo-

=101, M, Pmsldcm, you lmvc glven us a Vory clear und

~ accurate sununary of the consensus achioved in our dobate

_today, whoreby the Council hos decided to agree in
princlple to the request made by the Government of
Paniama with the unaninous support of the Latin Amerlcan
Group to hold meetings in Panama from 15 March to 21
March 1973, On behalf of the Govornment and people of
Panama [ oxpross deep gratitude to you as woll as the
membors of the Council and our brother Latin American

. countries, for today's decision and for their generous

support,

102, My country will closely co-operate with the Council’s
Committee on meetings away from Headquarters and the
Seoretariat on all the technical, administrative, financial,
logal, political and other aspocts, so that the mcetings of
the Councll in Panama will constitute an historic event and
a positive contribution to the strongthening of intornational
peace and sccurity and to the promotion of international

co-operation at the intcrnational, reglonal, sub-regional and
bitateral levels in. accordanco with the purposes and
prlnciplos of the Clmrter of the Unitod Natlons. :

103, ‘Mr. BUSH (United Statos of America); Ihositnte nt
-this late hour to injoct a personal ioto into these solomn

sproceedings, but [-was called .away from the clamber and [____
have loarned that while 1 was absent several representatives ==
_hero made very warm personal comments about me and my
service at the United Nations. Also, T vemembor that at

previous meetings others whom 1 have not had a chauce to

- thank exprossed thomselves similarly. Theroforc, I wish to.

thank present and past members of the Council and toll
cach of them that when I am back in the political world in
the United States I shall have happy memories of tho
exchangoes we have had in this Council, and I will think with
frlendship and gratitude of cach of the members of the
Councll, At this time I want to thank my colloagucs for the
warm attention and consideration they have shown me over
the last two years,

104. The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the
United States for his words of farowell. We wish him all the
best and every success in his new functions.

The raceting rose at S p.m,
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