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STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3857th neeting of the Security Council, held on 26 February 1998, in
connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The situation
in Sierra Leone", the President of the Security Council nade the follow ng
statenent on behal f of the Council:

"The Security Council recalls its resolution 1132 (1997) of
8 Cctober 1997, and the statenents of its President of 27 May 1997
(S/ PRST/ 1997/ 29), 11 July 1997 (S/PRST/1997/36) and 6 August 1997
(S/'PRST/ 1997/ 42), following the mlitary coup d état in Sierra Leone on

25 May 1997. It expresses its deep regret at the violence, loss of life
and property and i nmense suffering undergone by the people of Sierra Leone
since the coup. It remains gravely concerned at the continued violence in

the country and calls for an urgent end to the fighting.

"The Security Council welcomes the fact that the rule of the nmilitary
junta has been brought to an end, and stresses the inperative need for the
i mmedi ate restoration of the denocratically el ected Governnent of
Presi dent Tejan Kabbah and a return to constitutional order, in accordance
with paragraph 1 of its resolution 1132 (1997).

"The Security Council encourages the earliest possible return to
Freet own by President Kabbah and | ooks forward to his re-establishing a
functioning and aut ononmous government in the country.

"The Security Council expresses its readiness to termnate the
neasures i nposed by paragraphs 5 and 6 of its resolution 1132 (1997) as
soon as the conditions referred to in paragraph 1 of that resol uti on have
been fulfilled.

"The Security Council conmmends the inmportant role that the Economc
Community of West African States (ECOMS) has continued to play towards the
peaceful resolution of this crisis. The Security Council encourages the
Mlitary Cbserver Goup of ECOMS (ECOMOG to proceed in its efforts to
foster peace and stability in Sierra Leone, in accordance with rel evant
provi sions of the Charter of the United Nations. It underlines the need
for close cooperation between the legitimate Governnent of Sierra Leone,
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ECOMS, and in particular its Conmittee of Five Foreign Mnisters on Sierra
Leone, ECOMOG conmanders, the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General and
his staff, United Nations agencies and rel evant international organizations
in their work, and specifically on the devel opnment of a plan for the

di sarmanent, denobilization and reintegration into civilian life of al
conbatants in Sierra Leone. In this context, it supports the intention of
the Secretary-General, subject to security conditions on the ground, to
take rapid steps towards the reopening of the United Nations Liaison Ofice
in Freetown in order to support the activities of his Special Envoy, and in
particular to assist national reconciliation and political dialogue.

"The Security Council expresses the view that the Conakry Agreenent
(S/1997/ 824, Annexes | and I1) and the Abidjan Agreenent (S/1996/1034)
provi de inportant elenments for a framework for peace, stability and
national reconciliation in Sierra Leone. It calls upon all parties in
Sierra Leone to work towards these objectives through peaceful neans and
political dialogue. |In this regard, it condemms all reprisal killings and
related violence in Sierra Leone and calls for an imediate end to such
acts.

"The Security Council |ooks forward to detailed proposals by the
Secretary-General concerning the role of the United Nations and its future
presence in Sierra Leone. |t requests the Secretary-General to establish a
Trust Fund to support such activities and calls on all Menber States to
nake early contributions to it.

"The Security Council welcomes the interimreport of the Inter-Agency
Assessnment Mssion to Sierra Leone of 10 February 1998 (S/1998/155) and
comrends those Menber States and international organizations who have
provi ded urgent humanitarian assistance to Sierra Leone. It remains deeply
concerned about the serious and fragile humanitarian situation in the
country, and calls upon all States and international organizations to
provi de further urgent assistance to Sierra Leone and nei ghbouring
countries affected by the crisis. It calls on ECOMOG and all those
concerned to ensure safe and unrestricted access to those in need.

"The Security Council expresses its concern about the safety of al
humani tari an personnel in Sierra Leone, and condemms the taking of hostages
by fornmer menbers of the deposed junta. It calls for the i medi ate rel ease
of all international personnel and others who have been detained or held
hostage. It commends ECOMOG for its efforts to |iberate those individuals
bei ng held against their will.

"The Security Council will remain seized of this matter."



