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STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3844th meeting of the Security Council, held on 22 Decenber 1997 in
connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The situation
between Irag and Kuwait", the President of the Security Council made the
foll owi ng statement on behal f of the Council:

"The Security Council has considered the report of 17 Decenmber 1997
fromthe Executive Chairman of the United Nations Special Comm ssion
(S/1997/987) on his discussions with officials of the Governnent of Iraq,
whi ch took place in Baghdad 12 to 16 Decenber 1997.

"The Security Council recalls all its relevant resolutions, including
resolution 1137 (1997) of 12 Novenmber 1997, and the statement of its
President on 3 Decenber 1997 (S/ PRST/1997/54). The Council reiterates its
demand that the Governnent of Iraqg cooperate fully with the Specia
Conmi ssion in accordance with all relevant resolutions and that the
Governnent of Iraqg allow the Special Conmi ssion inspection teanms i medi ate,
uncondi tional access to any and all areas, facilities, equipnment, records
and nmeans of transportation which they wish to inspect in accordance wth
t he mandate of the Special Commi ssion.

"The Security Council stresses that failure by the Government of Iraq
to provide the Special Comm ssion with inmedi ate, unconditional access to
any site or category of sites is unacceptable and a clear violation of the
rel evant resol utions.

"The Security Council expresses its full support for the Specia
Commi ssion and its Executive Chairman, including in his ongoing discussions
with officials of the Governnent of Irag. The Council acknow edges t hat
di scussions are continuing on practical arrangenents for inplenentation of

all its relevant resolutions. The Council reiterates that the
ef fecti veness and speed with which the Special Conm ssion nmay acconplish
its responsibilities is, above all, determ ned by the degree to which the

Governnment of Iraqg cooperates in disclosing the full extent and disposition
of its proscribed programmes and in granting the Special Comm ssion

uni npeded access to all sites, documents, records, and individuals. The
Counci| calls upon the Governnment of lIraq to cooperate fully with the
Special Comm ssion in the inplenentation of its nandate.

"The Security Council will remain actively seized of the matter."
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