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STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3819th nmeeting of the Security Council, held on 25 Septenber 1997,
in connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The
situation in Africa", the President of the Security Council made the follow ng
statenment on behalf of the Council

"The Security Council met on 25 Septenber 1997, at the |evel of
Foreign Mnisters, to consider the need for a concerted internationa
effort to pronote peace and security in Africa

"The Security Council reaffirnms its commitnent to Africa in keeping
with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations. The
Council also reaffirms the principles of political independence,
sovereignty, and territorial integrity of all Menber States.

"The Security Council notes that African States have nmade significant
strides towards denocratization, economic reform and respect for and
protection of human rights in order to achieve political stability, peace,
and sust ai nabl e econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent.

"Despite these positive devel opnents, the Security Council remains
gravely concerned by the nunber and intensity of arned conflicts on the
continent. Such conflicts threaten regional peace, cause nmassive human
di sl ocati on and suffering, perpetuate instability and divert resources from
| ong-term devel opnent .

"The Security Council reaffirnms the responsibility of all Mnber
States to settle their international disputes by peaceful nmeans and its own
primary responsibility for the mai ntenance of international peace and
security in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations.

"The Security Council wel cones the inportant contributions of the
Organi zation of African Unity (QAU), including through its Mechani smfor
Conflict Prevention, Managenent, and Resolution, as well as those of
subregi onal arrangenments, in preventing and resolving conflicts in Africa,
and | ooks forward to a stronger partnership between the United Nations and
the QAU, as well as subregional arrangenments, in conformty with
Chapter VII1 of the Charter of the United Nations. The Council supports
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enhancenent of the capacity of African States to contribute to peacekeeping
operations, including in Africa, in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations. The Council highlights the inportant contribution of the
African Nucl ear Wapons Free Zone Treaty to international peace and
security.

"The Security Council fully supports the engagenent of the United
Nations in Africa through its diplomatic, peacekeeping, humanitarian,
econom ¢ devel opment and other activities, which are often undertaken in
cooperation with regional and subregional organizations. The United
Nations nakes an inportant contribution to the efforts of Africa to
construct a future of peace, denobcracy, justice, and prosperity. The
Counci| underlines the inportance of the commtnent of the United Nations
t hrough the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Refugees and ot her
hurmani tari an organi zations to assist the efforts of African States to
address humanitarian and refugee crises in accordance with internationa
humani tari an | aw.

"The Security Council considers that the challenges in Africa denand a
nore conprehensive response. To this end, the Council requests the
Secretary-Ceneral to submt a report containing concrete recomendations to
the Council by February 1998 regardi ng the sources of conflict in Africa,
ways to prevent and address these conflicts, and how to lay the foundation
for durable peace and economic growth following their resolution. Because
the scope of this report may extend beyond the purview of the Security
Council, the Council invites the Secretary-Ceneral to submt his report to
the General Assenbly and other rel evant bodies of the United Nations for
action as they deem appropriate, in accordance with the Charter of the
Uni ted Nations.

"The Security Council affirns its intention to review pronptly the
reconmendati ons of the Secretary-General with a view to taking steps
consistent with its responsibilities under the Charter of the United
Nati ons."



