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STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3805th nmeeting of the Security Council, held on 30 July 1997 in
connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The situation
in Liberia”, the President of the Security Council mnmade the foll owi ng statenent
on behalf of the Council:

"The Security Council wel comes the successful holding of presidentia
and |l egislative elections in Liberia on 19 July 1997. The Council notes
with satisfaction the letter fromthe Secretary-Ceneral to the President of
the Security Council (S/1997/581) and the declaration in the Joint
Certification Statenent by the Secretary-General of the United Nations and
t he Chairman of the Economi c Community of West African States (ECOMS) that
the electoral process was free, fair and credi ble, and that the outcomnme of
the elections reflects the will of the Liberian voters.

"The Security Council calls upon all parties to abide by the results
of the elections and to cooperate in the formation of a new government.
The Council also calls upon the new governnent to protect the denobcratic
system and to pronote human rights and fundanental freedons under the rule
of | aw.

"The Security Council congratul ates the people of Liberia on the
courage and determ nation they have shown in proceeding with the el ections
under difficult circunmstances. The Council conmmends all internationa
personnel, especially those of the United Nations Qobserver Mssion in
Liberia (UNOM L) and the Mlitary Qoserver Group (ECOMOG of ECOMS, who
contributed to the successful holding of elections.

"The Security Council wel cones the goodwi Il and cooperation
denonstrated by the parties in the electoral process, which provides a
strong foundation for the people of Liberia to achieve a durable peace, the
re-establishnent of constitutional governnent, and a return to the rule of
law. The Council expresses the hope that the successful hol ding of
elections will encourage refugees to exercise their right of return and
cal I s upon the new governnment to fulfil its obligations under internationa
| aw regardi ng returning refugees.
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"The Security Council notes that the successful holding of elections
represents a critical step towards econom c devel opnent. The Council urges
the international community to continue to provide support and assistance
to Liberia through this period of reconstruction

"The Security Council further notes that the successful conclusion of
the el ectoral process marks the fulfilnent of a key el enent of the UNOM L

mandat e.

"The Security Council will remain seized of the matter."



