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STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3796th nmeeting of the Security Council, held on 9 July 1997 in
connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The situation
i n Afghani stan", the President of the Security Council nade the follow ng
statenent on behalf of the Council

"The Security Council has considered the report of the Secretary-
General concerning the situation in Afghanistan of 16 June 1997
(S/ 1997/ 482) .

"The Security Council expresses its grave concern at the continued
escal ation of mlitary confrontation in Afghanistan. It calls for an
i mredi ate end to the fighting.

"The Security Council calls upon all Afghan parties to return to the
negotiating table imediately and to work together towards the formation of
a broad-based, fully representative government that will protect the rights
of all Afghans and abi de by Afghanistan's international obligations.

"The Security Council, taking into account risks of regiona
dest abili zati on, believes that peace and stability in Afghanistan can best
be attained through intra-Afghan political negotiations under United
Nati ons auspices with the active and coordi nated assi stance of al
countries concerned. It urges the Afghan parties and countries concerned
to abide by the provisions of relevant resol utions on Afghani stan adopted
by the Security Council and the General Assenbly.

"The Security Council stresses that all external interference in
Afghan affairs nust cease, and, in this context, it calls upon all States
to end imediately the supply of arnms and anmunition to all parties to the
conflict in Afghanistan

"The Security Council is deeply concerned at the continuing
di scrimnation against girls and wonen and ot her viol ations of human
rights, as well as at violations of international humanitarian | aw

"The Security Council reiterates that the continuation of the conflict
i n Afghani stan provides a fertile ground for terrorismand illegal drug
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producti on and trafficking which destabilize the regi on and beyond, and
calls upon the | eaders of the Afghan parties to halt such activities.

"The Security Council is deeply concerned at the worsening of the
hurmani tari an situation, including the displacenent of the civilian
population. In this regard, it calls upon Menber States to respond

generously to the 1997 United Nati ons Consolidated Appeal for Emergency
Hurmani t ari an Assi stance for Afghani stan

"The Security Council reaffirnms its full support for the efforts of
the United Nations in Afghanistan, in particular the activities of the
United Nations Special Mssion to Afghanistan (UNSMA). It requests the
Secretary-Ceneral to continue to keep it regularly inforned of the
situation and his efforts, as well as those of UNSMA

"The Security Council will remain seized of the matter."



