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STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3785th nmeeting of the Security Council, held on 30 May 1997 in
connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The situation
in Burundi", the President of the Security Council mnmade the foll ow ng statenent
on behalf of the Council:

"The Security Council is concerned that, despite recent positive
devel opnents, there is continuing instability in Burundi. It recalls its
resolution 1072 (1996) of 30 August 1996, in which, inter alia, it demanded
that all sides in Burundi declare a unilateral cessation of hostilities and
initiate unconditional negotiations with a viewto reaching a conprehensive
political settlement.

"The Security Council reiterates its support for the efforts of the
regional |eaders and takes note of the Joint Comuni qué (S/1997/319) of
16 April 1997 issued following the Fourth Arusha Regional Sunmit on the
Burundi Conflict held in Arusha, Tanzania. |In particular, the Counci
wel cones the decision of the regional |eaders to ease sanctions in order to
alleviate the suffering of the people of Burundi

"The Security Council welcones the fact that talks are being held in
Rorme which are conplementary to the Arusha process. It also wel conmes the
comm tnent of the Government of Burundi to the conprehensive politica
di al ogue anong all the parties within the framework of the Arusha process.
It urges all the parties in Burundi to continue to pursue a negoti ated
settlement and to refrain fromactions which are detrinental to such
di al ogue.

"The Security Council expresses its deep concern at the involuntary
resettlenent of rural populations and calls upon the Governnment of Burund
to allow the people to return to their homes wi thout any hindrance.

"The Security Council expresses its support and appreciation to fornmer
President Nyerere as well as to the Special Representative of the United
Nations and the Organi zation of African Unity in their efforts to find a
peaceful solution to the crisis in Burundi
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"The Security Council requests the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to
keep the Council informed on the situation in Burundi, especially with
regard to the progress of a negotiated and peaceful settlenent in the
country.

"The Security Council will remain seized of the matter."



