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of Bolivia to the United Nations addressed to the Chairman of
the Committee

The Permanent Mission of Bolivia to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the Chairman of the Committee established pursuant to Security
Council resolution 1540 (2004) and has the honour to transmit, annexed hereto, a
copy of Bolivia’s report submitted in compliance with that resolution (see annex).
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Annex to the note verbale dated 8 March 2005 from the Permanent
Mission of Bolivia to the United Nations addressed to the
Chairman of the Committee

Report of the Government of Bolivia on the implementation of
United Nations Security Council resolution 1540 (2004)

Security Council resolution 1540 (2004) reaffirms the need for States parties
appropriately to fulfil their obligations in relation to arms control and to prevent
proliferation in all its aspects of weapons of mass destruction, which constitutes a
threat to international peace and security. To that end, coordination and control
measures must undoubtedly be strengthened with the relevant bodies at the national,
regional and international levels, in order to tackle this problem most efficiently in
accordance with the resolution.

Bolivia, as a member of the international community, will implement the
provisions of resolution 1540 (2004). To that end, coordination and control
measures must undoubtedly be strengthened with the relevant bodies at the national,
regional and international levels, in order to tackle this problem most efficiently in
accordance with the aforementioned resolution.

Paragraph 1

(The Security Council) ... 1. Decides that all States shall refrain from providing
any form of support to non-State actors that attempt to develop, acquire,
manufacture, possess, transport, transfer or use nuclear, chemical or biological
weapons and their means of delivery.

Bolivia does not possess nuclear, chemical or biological weapons, ballistic
missiles or any other type of missile designed to carry weapons of mass destruction,
nor has it received reports or information to the effect that weapons of mass
destruction have been produced in the country.

Similarly, Bolivia firmly supports international efforts for arms control and
disarmament and the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, which
represent a threat to international and regional peace and security.

Paragraph 2

(The Security Council) ... 2. Decides also that all States, in accordance with
their national procedures, shall adopt and enforce appropriate effective laws
which prohibit any non-State actor to manufacture, acquire, possess, develop,
transport, transfer or use nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their
means of delivery, in particular for terrorist purposes, as well as attempts to
engage in any of the foregoing activities, participate in them as an accomplice,
assist or finance them;

At the national level a series of legal norms have been established to guarantee
public security in connection with the use of harmful chemical products. Article 216
of the Penal Code provides for prison terms of up to 10 years for offences that are
harmful to public health, such as: spreading of serious or contagious diseases which
produce epidemics, poisoning or contamination of water intended for public use and
marketing of substances harmful to health.
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Where the environment is concerned article 113 of Act No. 1333 provides for
prison terms of up to 10 years for anyone who permits, cooperates or assists in the
storage, introduction or transport anywhere in the national territory of toxic,
dangerous or radioactive waste or other waste of external origin.

Paragraph 3

3. Decides also that all States shall take and enforce effective measures to
establish domestic controls to prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical, or
biological weapons and their means of delivery, including by establishing
appropriate controls over related materials and to this end shall:

(a) Develop and maintain appropriate effective measures to account for
and secure such items in production, use, storage or transport;

(b) Develop and maintain appropriate effective physical protection
measures;

Bolivia does not possess weapons of mass destruction of any kind.

(c) Develop and maintain appropriate effective border controls and law
enforcement efforts to detect, deter, prevent and combat, including through
international cooperation when necessary, the illicit trafficking and brokering
in such items in accordance with their national legal authorities and legislation
and consistent with international law;

(d) Establish, develop, review and maintain appropriate effective
national export and trans-shipment controls over such items, including
appropriate laws and regulations to control export, transit, trans-shipment and
re-export and controls on providing funds and services related to such export
and trans-shipment such as financing, and transporting that would contribute
to proliferation, as well as establishing end-user controls; and establishing and
enforcing appropriate criminal or civil penalties for violations of such export
control laws and regulations;

With regard to paragraphs (c) and (d), article 22 (p) of the Armed Forces
Organization Act (Act No. 1405) provides that the Ministry of Defence is
responsible for expressly authorizing and controlling all imports of weapons,
munitions and chemical, bacteriological and radiological agents; its enabling
legislation is duly implemented through the War Material Department.

It should also be mentioned that the draft law on weapons, munitions,
explosives and dual-use chemical agents has been approved by the Defence
Committee of the Chamber of Deputies and is expected to be adopted during the
current session of the legislature. The draft law is designed significantly to improve
the Government’s control over the full range of operations involved in the
acquisition, registration, possession, use, circulation and transfer of the above-
mentioned items and defines the responsibilities of each of the corresponding
entities. It is also intended to make a firm and transparent contribution to the
effective implementation of international agreements, in accordance with the
resolution’s recommendation that States should improve the fulfilment of their
commitments with regard to the problem of weapons.
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Paragraph 6

6. Recognizes the utility in implementing this resolution of effective national
control lists and calls upon all Member States, when necessary, to pursue at the
earliest opportunity the development of such lists.

Bolivia takes note of the contents of this provision.

Paragraph 7

7. Recognizes that some States may require assistance in implementing the
provisions of this resolution within their territories and invites States in a
position to do so to offer assistance as appropriate in response to specific
requests to the States lacking the legal and regulatory infrastructure,
implementation experience and/or resources for fulfilling the above provisions.

Bolivia is considering the contents of this provision.

Paragraph 8

8. Calls upon all States:

(a) To promote the universal adoption and full implementation, and,
where necessary, strengthening of multilateral treaties to which they are
parties, whose aim is to prevent the proliferation of nuclear, biological or
chemical weapons;

(b) To adopt national rules and regulations, where it has not yet been
done, to ensure compliance with their commitments under the key multilateral
non-proliferation treaties;

(See annex 1)

(c) To renew and fulfil their commitment to multilateral cooperation, in
particular within the framework of the International Atomic Energy Agency,
the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons and the Biological
and Toxin Weapons Convention, as important means of pursuing and achieving
their common objectives in the area of non-proliferation and of promoting
international cooperation for peaceful purposes.

Bolivia signed the “Convention on the Prohibition of the Development,
Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction”
on 14 January 1993 and ratified it through Act No. 1870 of 15 June 1998; the
Convention entered into force on 13 September 1998.

In fulfilment of the requirements of the Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons (OPCW), of which Bolivia is a member, Supreme Decree No.
27520 was adopted on 25 May 2004, establishing the National Authority, whose
organizational structure is as follows:
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Executive Board

President:
Vice-Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship, division of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Worship

Vice-President:
Vice-Ministry of Defence, division of the Ministry of Defence

Members:
Vice-Ministry of Justice (Ministry of the Presidency)
Vice-Ministry of Social Welfare (Ministry of the Interior)
Vice-Ministry of Public Investment and External Finance (Ministry of
Finance)
Vice-Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (Ministry of Sustainable
Development)
Vice-Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Exports (Ministry of Economic
Development)
Vice-Ministry of Health (Ministry of Health and Sports)
Vice-Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries (Ministry of Rural and
Agricultural Affairs)
Vice-Ministry of Hydrocarbons (Ministry of Mining and Hydrocarbons)

Technical Secretariat:
Vice-Ministry of Defence (Ministry of Defence)
Bolivian National Customs Office
Bolivian National Police
National Agricultural Health and Food Safety Service — SENASAG.

The Technical Secretariat, chaired by the Vice-Ministry of Defence, plays a
vitally important role in activities aimed at controlling weapons of mass destruction.
It will also be responsible for drawing up the lists of chemical substances whose
production, use, transport, import and export by the companies and industries
requiring them is subject to control.

The rules of procedure governing the Authority’s functioning, responsibilities
and short-, medium- and long-term objectives are currently being prepared.

Bolivia acceded to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development,
Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and
on Their Destruction on 10 April 1972. Its instrument of ratification was deposited
on 30 October 1975.

(d) To develop appropriate ways to work with and inform industry and
the public regarding their obligations under such laws.

Seminars and workshops are to be held in Bolivia during 2005 to make public
opinion aware of the work carried out by the National Authority established under
the OPCW.

Paragraph 9

Calls upon all States to promote dialogue and cooperation on non-
proliferation so as to address the threat posed by proliferation of nuclear,
chemical, or biological weapons, and their means of delivery.
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Paragraph 10

Further to counter that threat, calls upon all States, in accordance with
their national legal authorities and legislation and consistent with international
law, to take cooperative action to prevent illicit trafficking in nuclear, chemical
or biological weapons, their means of delivery, and related materials.

Bolivia’s firm and continued policy has been not to provide any kind of
support to non-State bodies that attempt to develop, acquire, manufacture, possess,
transport, transfer or use nuclear, chemical or biological weapons that might be used
as weapons of mass destruction.



7

S/AC.44/2004/(02)/107

Apéndice 1
Participacion de Bolivia en convenios multilaterales en relacion a
las armas de destruccion masiva
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Apéndice 2
Participacion de Bolivia en convenios multilaterales en el marco de
las Naciones Unidas en relacion a la lucha contra el terrorismo


