
Sir, 

:;., I an directed by the President of tke Seou~ity~Councll to cmmnicate 

to you for tramminiasioo to the appropr..ate Jevi2 Puthxities in Palestine 
* 

the attached questiom which the Security Council decide& at its two 

hudred and ninety-fifth ueeting, held on 18 May l9i8, to address to the 

Jewish Au+&orities in Palestine. 

I have the honour to inform you also that, in viev of the urgency of 

the matter, the Security Council requsoted. to receive a reply to the 

quest&me within fm-ty-eight hours, counting from 19 May 1948 at noon, 

new York Standard Time. 

I have the honour to be, 

__, -: . . ~. ::. 

::- 

Sir, 

Yonr obedient Serve? *I 

Mr. -Arthur Louri~ . 

,‘$fJESTIONS 
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QUESTIONS TO THE JEWISE AUTHORITIES IN PALlETI% 

Over which areas of Palestine do you actually exercise control at the 
present time? 

Do you have armed forces operating in areas (towns, cities, districts) 
of Paiestine where the Arabs are the mejority, or outside iklsstina? 

If so, on what basis do you attempt to justifg such cqerations? 

Have you arc~anged for the entry into Pdestine in tke neer future of 
men of mllitzry zge froii o:~tsic?e Palcs?;ine? if so, wkt are the 
nu?nbers aid where are they codng frm? 

Axe you negot:kB!.ng vi% Ara, 3 a-~-2xrifi~s regamii.ng either the truce 
or a pol:ticzl settlemonti in PaLest;ine? 

Have you named representt?tives to &eal with the Security Comcil Truce 
Cominaion for the purpose of effecting the truce called for by the 
Secur%ty Council? 

Will you agree to sn irensdiate and unconditional truce for the City 
of Jerutiem and the Holy Places? 

Have ikzb forces panetrated &to the territory over which you claim to 
have authority? 
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REPLY 

STATE OF ISRAEL 

Office of the Ecting 
Representative at the 
United Nations 

Sir, 

I am directad by the Provisional Government of Israel to communicate 
to you the following replies to the questions addressed by the Security 
Council at its 295th meeting held on May 18, 1948 to the "Jewish authorities 
in Palestine". These questions were transmzltted by me to the Foreign 
Secretary of the Provisional Government of Israel in Tel Aviv. 

I have to point out that the designation "Jewish authorities", which 
appl:xl in the paet to the Jewish Agency for Palestine and to the National 
Couucrl of the-Jews of Palestine (Vaad Leumi), now applies to the Provisional 
State Council end the Provisional Government of the State of Israel 
jointly established by those bodies, end in which, eince May 15, &, all 
legislative, executive and judiciary powers in the State of Israel are now 
vested. 

I have the honour, Sir, to be 

Your obedient servant, 

(signed) fiubrey S. Ebsn 
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REPLIES OF PROVISIONAL GOVERNMSNT 3F ISBAEL TO SECURITY CCL?!CIL QUPSTIO~~!AE3! 

Duestion (a): Over which areas of Palestine do you actually exercise 
cor,trGbX~esent time? 

Answer to bus&ion (a): The Provisional Gove-rnment sf Ismel actually ---.w- 
eserciseo control at pr::scd over the entire srea of the Jewish State as 

defined in the Besolution of the General Assemoly of t!le 25th of Bovembcr, 1: 
In adciftion, tte Provisional Government exercises cont1801 over the city of 
Jaffa; ?Jort&estern Galilee, hxluding Acre, Zib, Easea, ad the Jeirfsh 
settlements up to the Leb:amse frontier; a strip of territory 3io~<Side the 
roe& from B~lds to Jercsaleu; almost all of neey Jzussles; and of ke Jc-wish 
quarter vit:".!'.n the walXs of the Cld C+Ly of Jerusalem. - _ The above arecs) 
outside the territor; of the State of 132e1, E?,+ ~0 under the conr.,rol of the 
cli+,srg apt.“n--A.' =- 0.f fhc S$QT;~ c? . . .-.,--Y.&I" IY-eeeA 

A 
ynr: tfs'q b';yictiy ~JJ,~.ri~-g to 

1~A:~e-:'3iional rsg~lat:.or-o In this lregard. Lee Southerti PIegev in uninhabited 
desert over which no effective authority has ever existed. 

Question (h): Do you have armed forces operating in zreaa (to,,,, citil 
distr?cts) of PaLestine -.here the drabs are the majority; or outside 
Pa1ess'vine'l 

Answer to Qusation (3): 'We coxdder the territsq of Israel as a si3g y_a.--- 
uni% with a Jur;lsr mjonty. As icdicated above, the Governxnt of'the Stat, 
of Israel operekes in parts of Palestine outside the territory of the State 
Of Ismel, Far?23 which, with the notable exception of Jerusalem, formerly 
for the most part, contained Arab majorities. These areas ha-?e, however, 
been mostly absndoned by thair Arab population. No area outsi\le of Palestin 
is under Jewish occupation but sallias beyond the Prontiers of the State of 
Israel have occasionally been carried out by Jewish forces for imperative 
military reasons, and as a part of an essentially defensive plan. 

Question (c): 
Ope~~Ziid? 

If so, on what basis do you attempt to justify such 

Answer to Question (c): The above operations in areas outside the Stat 
of Israel are jc&Pied on the following grounds: 

1. In order to repel aggression, sna as part of our essentially 
dePensive plan, to prevent these areas being used as bases fo 
attacks against the State of Israel. 

2. In order to protect Jewish population, traPfic and economic 
liPe, including the protection of those Jewish settlements 
outside the area of the S%ate where, owing to the absence 
of any duly constituted author:ty and the failure to implemen 
the guarantees and safeguards provided for unaer the 
General Asoezbly Plm, 1iPe an& property are in kminent 
dar.ge r . Simikr considerations apply in the absence oP ary 
ir;t,ernetior,al statute for the City OP Jerusalem to the 
Jewish area of that City 

Gueztion (d': Hme you arrar.ged for the er.try into P-lestinn in the 
near *r&n OP military atie from outside Fulnatine? II SO, :ii:et 
are the nunkers and where ere t&y coming f'zont 

Answer to Guestion (d): -- Arrangements have been ena are bein? 3ade Ccr 
fhe eatq into lalestlne of cewish kc&rants of all ages a!% bot!l aexea 
*-:qm l rar:ous countries in acco:.-dance wifh C,he ~ny-,r& ob.;e-', ,,?l" n !‘lP”‘“’ :“:.?** 

c;i’ ti:e Si2.53 of Inrae to open its gates fs:r lq::Se-scale i;,.:..(;.:,-.: _.,( !a'. 

/s&f3 ,;f Isra-, 
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State of Israel regards the matter of immigration QS a matter within its 
dcmestlc jurisd:ction. 

Question (e): Are you negotiating with Arab ar&horities regarding 
eithe52iZZZ or a political settlement in Palestine? 

f-.?IFYic? to bue3tf.m ! el : No such negotiations ere et present proceeding. 
The S~-%-T--~%%~sr'the Arab League ~33 ini'oned immediately after the "* tiCId 
Movember Peeolution that the Jews were read3 to negotiate for peaceful 
coliaborat?tlon 02 the basis of implementat?on of the Resolution of the General 
Assemb:b1$ of November 23. To this no reply was received. Repeated approaches 
vere also nrcie to EI2g AML-.. -'7*ah cf Tren~;-Jo:d~~? Offeying oil be>:cif 0;' the 
Jeiiie:? State peace an.1 goob nei&borl1ne;js, but these offers were rejected 
by Eng A?d~:l.l.~h , xi?.0 insioted thQt the vb.o>e Of ?C?1Lj@tlriP COZZ L??.r'G? X3 
r;] e 57-c $.>..--t, flc jr,?j,-3 a;cepf Are.9 r,a:;:or,slity aa reat cOilb?r,t :rir;h 

reg:onal a~tonoq. 

We have on repeated occasiono Indicated our affirmative attitude tC 
cease-lire orogosals coming from Britisil authorities in Paleetine ancl varioue 
organ3 of t:le United Rations. The cease-fire rn the Old City init:ated by 
the Trusteeuhlp Council and observed by the Jews, was broken by the Arabs. 

Question (f): --- Heve you named representatives to deal with the Security 
Councz??uce Conmission for the purpose of effecting the truce called for 
by the Security Council? 

Answer to Question (f): When the Security Council adopted the Truce 
Resol<Gtx???%sional Government of the State of Israel did not yet 
exist, but the Jewish Agency kept in close touch with the Truce Commission 
in Je27isalen from its inception. This liaison has nov been taken over by 
the ?rovisional Government. 

Queflfion (g) : Will you agree to an immecliete and unconditional truce 
for the City of Jerusalem and the Holy Places? 

Anever to Question (g): Yes. 

Qu.edion (PI,.: Rave Arab forces penetrated into the territory over which 
you claim to have authority? 

Ansver to Quest%on (h}: Arab forces have penetrated into the territory --_ 
of the Eta% OS Israel iniertain corners of the Northern Iegev an& in the 
Jo&an Valley south of Leke Tiberias. In addition, planes of the Royal 
Egyptian Air Force ha-ve repeatedly raided Tel Aviv an& southern Jewish 
settlements, vbile ireql air-force planes have been raiding settlements in 
the Northern Joz~&xt Valley and artillery of the Syrian and Lebanese armies 
have been ahelling settlements in Upper Galilee from acrose the frontier. 


