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The Secretary-General of the United Nations presents his compliments to the

Permanent Representative of' Belgium. to the United Nations and has the honour to

dravr his s,ttention to the :foD.oY/ing.

It w.i.ll be recalled that in operative paragraph 2 of its resolution of

22 July 1960, the Security Coundl requests Ilall states to refrain from any

action vrhich might tend to impede the restoration of ~aw and order rmd the

exercise by the Government of Congo of its authority".

According to information received by the Secretary-General, officers of

Belgian nationality are at the present time atta~hed to Katanga forces and other .

groups in armed conflict ",i:th the central Government of the Republic of the Congo.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Belgium has orR.lly explained to the Secretary­

General that these officers e.re under neither the authority nor the disciplinary

control of the Belgi.an Govermnent. In view of the circumstances, hovrever, the

situatior~ can be interpreted in the sense that the Belgian Government has at

least permitted persons connected vrith its military services under a. "technicaJ.

assistance ll prograDJIIle to gLve help to forces fighting the Government of the Congo.

If that is so) the situation is essentially different ix/om that in which private

individuals volunteer for service in 0. foreign army. In this ca.se, if the

prevalent interpretation of the situation is correct, officers of the Belgian Army

who had been serving inche Force Publiq}.le under lItechnica.l assistance ll to. the
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Congp have now entered the ranks of the Katanga forces or of other groupso In

vie\'/" of ~stoIllary military regulations, it may be assumed that this transfer

(Whether the ~fficers have been "detached" or have "resigned") could not have

occurred without the assent in one form or another of the Belgian military

authorit'ies; at aJ.l events, it would be hard to believe that officers of the

Belgian Army have severed their connex:I.on 'With thaii Army in order to enrol in

provincial forces fighting in the Congo ivithout having obtained the approvaJ. of

their military superiol's and \'11 thout having thereby made certain that they could

rejoin the Belgien Army, if necessary 'With a loss in rank or seniority.

In the circumstances, the Secretary-General would wish, having regard to

the Security Council t s resoluti,on of 22 July 1960, to be informed of the conditions

under which the Belgian officers are serving in the Katanga forces and other .

roilitary or para-roilitary groups in armed conflict m th the central Government.

Re v10uld lilte the information supplied to deal vdiih all the points mentioned

above: assent of the Belgian military authorities, staiius of the persons

concerned during their service in the Katanga forces" conditions of reinstatement

in the Belgian forces and their need for continuing assent of the Belgian

authorities in order to continue to serve in the Katang!3- forces without losing

their rights to rejoin the Belgian Army in any capacity..

Note verbale dated 9 September 1960 from the Permanent Mission
~-e~um to the United Nations ad~ressed to the Secretary-
~- Gene:.ra.l ut:.. the Uvited Nations

The Permanent Mission of Belgium presents its compliments to the Secretary­

General of' the United Nations and has the honour to supply him idth the follomng

information in reply to his npte of 5 September 1960 regarding the services of

Bel~~an officers in the Congoo

(1) In accordance 'With the Treaty of Friendship, Assistance and Co-operation

bet"Teen BelgLum and the Congo, the BelgLan officers serving \dth the Force Publiq~e

on 30 Jun~ 1960 were to continue at their posts in the independent Republic of

the Congo.

In the five provinces other than Katanga, it has become im:possible for most

of these officers to carry out their duties, although, to the knowledge 0,1' the

Belgian Government, a number of them are still serving in those :provinces.
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In KatlIDga" the competent authorities ha.ve kept the 'officers concerned at

their posts.

(2) Under the terms of the Treaty of Fricndsllip" Assistance and Co..operat'J,~1

whether any civil servant .. incJ.ucling the officers .. cont-inued to serve after

'0 June 1960 depended only ~n the agreement of the persons concerned, and there

was no need for the Belgian Government to interfere.

(3) The Katanga forces are not an army. They are a G;mdarmerie which il

]?art of the Police Forces and are under the authority of the Deprll'tment of the

Interior. They are the main element in the maintenance of order.

After the disorganization of the Force Publi~e of the Congo" the Ka.tan~.
(;overnment" at its request" succeeded in enlisting in its service a number of

m~~ers of that Force stationed in other provinces.

However, these measures did not enabl.e the Katanga authorities to meet all

their requirements in the technical sphere. Under the circumstances, a small

number of BelgLan expel'ts were supplied to the Corps de Gepdarmerie of Katanga. ss

technical assistance.

It is hard to see in this technical assistance So measure contrary to operative

paragraph 2 of the Security Council's resolution of 22 July 1960" especia.lly as

the only, mission of the forces to which the experts are assigned is the maintenance

of order.

The Katange. authorities have the right to re&rganj.ze, staff and recruit their

Gendarmerie for the maintena.'1ce of order v1hile. refraining from any aggression with

regard to the forces of the central Government.

(4) The tuilitary enrolled in the Fo:".'ce Pub!iq,u,e are under the hierarchical

and diBc1-plinary authority of the 19cal at'.thori~ies, to the exclusion of any

interfe:rence by Belgian authorities. Their ranlt and J?romotio~1 in the Force

!'Upliq,ue, for eZ8illple, have no effect on their Belgian status.

(5) TheSE> milltary cannot be automatically reinstated in. the Belgian Army;

they will first have to be e:KaIl1ined by a Commission of Inquiry.

(6) The withdrawal of technical assistance woule. result. in a complete

disorganization not only of the Ge::oarmerie but of the police.
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Under present circumstances, such a. w~thdra:wa.l ,""Ould appreciably weaken

the forces of order in Katanga a.nd might lea.d to the s;p;;:e~ding of th,e

dist-"lrbap.ces, whi'ch 1's precisely what 'the Security Cou.."1c11 r s resolution!,! aim

to avoid..

The Permanent Mission avails itself of this opportilpity :to renew to the
(,' \
, "

Secretary"General the assurances of its highest consideration•
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