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Note verbale dated 4 September 1960 from the Secretary-General
of the United Nations addressed to the Permanent Representative
of Beigium 40 the United Nations

\

GENERAL

The Secretary~General of the United Nations presents his compliments to the
Permanent Representative of Belgium to the United Nations and has the honour to
drav his attention to the following.

It will be recalled that in operative paragraph 2 of its resolution of
22 July 1960, the Security Ccuncil requests "all States to refrain from any
action which might tend to impede the restoration of law and order and the
exercise by the Covermment of Congo of its euthority".

According to infoimation received by the Secretary-General, officers of
Belglan nationality are at the present time attached to Katanga forces and other .
groups in armed conflict with the central Govermnment of the Republic of the Congo.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Belgium has orally explained to the Secretary-
Ceneral that these officers are under neither the authority nor the disciplinary
control of the Belgian Govermment, In view of the circumstances, however, the
situatior can be interpreted in the sense that the Belgian Government has at
least permitted persons connected with its military services under a "technical
assistance" programme to glve help to forces fighting the Government of the Congo.
If that is so, the situation is essentially different from that in vhich private
individuals volunteer for service in a foreign army. In this case, if the
prevalent interpretation of the situation is correct, officers of the Belgian Army

who had been serving in ‘the Force Publique under "technical assistance" to, the
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Congo have now entered the ranks of the Katanga forces or of other groups. In
view of éustomary military regulations, it may be assumed that this transfer
(whether the officers have been "detached" or have "resigned") could not have
occurred wlthout the assent in one form or another of the Belglian military
authorities; at all events, it would be hard to believe that officers of the
Belgian Amy have severed their conrexion with that Army in oxder to enrol in
provincial forces fighting in the Congo without having obtained the aspproval of
their military superiors and without having thereby made certain that they could
rejoin the Belgiean Army, if necessary with a loss in rank or seniority.

In the circumstances, the Secretary-General would wish, having regard to
the Security Council's resolution of 22 July 1960, to be informed of the conditions
under which the Belgian officers are serving in the Katanga foreces and other
military ox para-military groups in armed conflict.with the central CGovernment,
He would like the information supplied to deal with all the points mentioned
shove: assent of the Belglan military authorities, status of the persons
concerned during their service in the Katanga forces, conditions of reinstatement
in the Belgian forces and their need for continuing assent of the Belgian
authorities in order to continue to serve in the Katangaz forces without losing

their rights to rejoin the Belgian Army in any capacity.

Note verbale dated 9 September 1960 from the Permanent Mission
of Belium to the United Wations addressed to the Secretary-
Géneral uE the United Nations

The Permanent Mission of Belgium presents its compliments to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations and has the honour to supply him with the following
information in reply to his note of 5 September 1960 regarding the services of
Belgien officers in the Congo.

(1) 1In accordance with the Treaty of Friendship, Assistance and Co-operation

between Belglum and the Congo, the Belgian officers serving with the Force Publique

on 30 June 1960 were to continue at their posts in the independent Republic of

the Congoa
In the five provinces other than Katanga, it has become impossible for most
of these officers to carry out their duties, although, to the knowledge of the

Belgian Covernment, a number of them are still serving in those provinces.
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In Ketanga, the competent suthorities have kept the officers concerned at
their posts.

(2) Under the texrms of the Treaty of Friendship, Assistance and Cowoperatiom,
whether any civil servant - including the officers - continued to serve after
%0 June 1960 depended only gn the agreement of the persons concerned, and there
vas no need for the Belgian CGovernment to interfere.

(3) The Katange forces are not an army. They are & Gendarmerie which is

vart of the Police Forces and are undexr the authority of the Department of the
Interior. They are the main element in the maintenance of order.
After the disorganization of the Force Publique of the Congo, the Katangs

Government, at its request, succeeded in enlisting in its service a number of

merbers of that Force stationed in other provinces.

However, these measures dld not ensble the Katanga authorities to meet all
thelr requirements In the technical sphere. Under the circumstances, a small
number of Belgian experts were supplied to the Corps de Gendarmerie of Katanga a&s

technical assistance.

It is hard to see in this technical assistance a measure contrary to operative
paragraph 2 of the Security Council's resolution of 22 July 1960, especially as
the only mission of the forces to which the experts are assigned is the maintenance
of order.

The Katange authorlties have the right to reerganize, staff and recruit their
Gendarmerie for the maintenance of order vhile refraining from any aggression with
regard to the forces of the central Govermment.

(4) The nilitary enrolled in the Force Publique are under the hierarchical

and disciplinary authority of the local auvthorities, to the exclusion of any

interference by Belgian authorities, Thelr rank and promotion in the Force
Publique, for example, have no effect on their Belgian status.

(5) These milltary cannot be automatically reinsteted iﬁ,the Belgian Army;
they will first have to be examined by a Commission of Inquiry.

(6) The withdrawal of technical assistance would result in a complete
disorganization not only of the Gendarmerie but of the police,
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Under present circumstances, such & withdrawal would sppreciably wesken

the forces of order in Katange and might lead to the spreading of the
disturbances, which is precisely vhat the Security Council's resolutions aim

. ¥

‘o avoid.
The Permsnent Mission avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the
Secretary~GeneraJ. the assurances of its highest consmdera“cion.
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