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THE DATE OF E1ECTIOTII TO FILL A VACPJJCY IN TEE
J.NTER11M'I0NP.1 COURT OF JUSTICE

Note or the Se~tarY--General

The P:1....esident of the International Court of Justice, by a communication

dated 9 May' 1960, informed t~e Secretary-Ge~eralof the death on 8 May of

Judge Sir Hersch Lauterpacht. It 'fill be recalled thc.t Juc1ge Sir Hersch

Lauterpacht ,·ras elected to the International Court of Justice by the Security

Council and the,General Assembly all 7 October 1954· for a tenn to expire on

5 Febrl:ary 1961+. Thus a vacancy in the Court has occur:::-ed and it must be filled

in accordance "1ith the terms of the Statute of the International Court of Justi ce.

Article 14 of the Statute provides:

"Vacancies shall be filled by the same method as that J.ai(l dovTll for the
first election, subject to the follOWing provision: the Secretary--G~ner21

shall, "1ithin one month of the occm'rence of the vacancy, proceE:d to issue
the in\~tations provided for in Article 5, and the date of the election
shall be fi.."Ced by the Securit;y Council."

Paragraph 1 of Article 5 .:.:f the Statute :9rovides:

tlAt least three months before the date of the election, the Secretary
General of the United Nations shall address a wriJ\iten request to "c,11e
members of the Perm~nent COlrrt of Arbitration belonging to the states vhlich
are parties to the present Statute, and to tl:.e members of the national grcups
appointed under Article ~., paragraph 2, inViting them to undertal\:e ,oTithin 0.

given time, by national groups, the nomination of a peraon in a position to
accept the duties of a member of tee Court. 1t

Since, un(ler Al"t icle 14 of the Statute, the Security Council has to fix the

date of the election, it is puggested that the Council might consider this

question at an early meeting. In accordance with the practice :'ollQ'toTed by the

Security Council in 1951, 195L~, 1956 and 1958, the Council may 1'Tish to decide

that the election to fill the v?cancy shall take place during the fifteenth

session of the General Assembly.
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