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TRE DATE OF ElECTION TO FILL A VACANCY
IN THE HITERNATIONAL COURT OF J1JSTICE

The Vica-President of the Interr.~tiollal COUl"t of Justice informed the

,Becrptary-General, by e. communication ..:!ated '30 rovember 1953. of the death of

Judge Sir Benegal Rau. It will be recalled that Judge Rau 'Was elected on

6 December 1951 for a term to eApire on 5 February 1961. Thus a vacancy in

the Court has occurred and must be filled in accordance with the terms of the

statute of the International Court of Justice. Article 14 of' the statute

provides:

llVacancies shall be filled by the same method 8S that laid down

for the first election, subject to the follc~ing provision: the Secretary­

Gene~al shall, Within alle month of the occurrence of the vacancy, proceed

to issue the invitations provided for in Artiole 5, and the date of the

election shall be fixed by the Security Council. 11

Paragraph 1 of Article 5 of the Statute provides:

lIAt least three months before the ddte of' the election, the Secretary"

General of the United Na"bions shall addl'6sS a vTritten request to the members

of the Permanent Court of Arbitration belonging to the States 'Hhich are

parties to the 'PrEsent Statute, and to me:nbers of the national groups

appointed under Article h, paragra};:.: 2, inviting them to undertake, within
, ." " .' ~ .,.. ., .

a given t~ne, by national groups, the nomination of persons in a position

to accept ·the duties of a member of the Court. 11

The invitations were issued on 14 ~euamber 1953 and the Secretary-General

has already received several nominations for the vacancy. Since, under Article 14

of the Statute, ~he Security Counoil has to fix the date of the election, it is

suggested that th6 Council should meet as soon as possible in order to decide

the date of the election.
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It may be noted that owing to the expiration of' the terms of office of

five members of the Court, an eleotion will be held to fill the five vacancies

during the ninth session of the General Assembly. The precise date of this

election will not be set uzrliil the opening of the Goneral Assembly. In

accordance with the practioe sat by the Council in 19511/, the COUDcil may wish

to decide that the election to fill the vacancy should take place during the

ninth session of' the General A.:;sembly, prior to the regular election to be held

during the same session to elect five members of the Court.

11 Resolution adopted by the Security Couocil at its 548th meeting on
29 nay lS51.


