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COUNCIL

CRIGINAL: ENGLISH

THE DATE OF ETRCTION TO FILL A VACANCY
IN THE INTERNATIQONAL COURT OF JUSTICE .

Note by the Sec "stary-General

The Vice-President of the Interrstional Cowrt of Justice informed the
Secretery-General, by a commumication dated 30 I'ovember 1953; of the death of
.Judge Sir Benegal Rau. It will be recalled that Judge Rau was elected on
6 December 1951 for a term 4o expire on 5 Februsry 1961, Thus a vecancy in
the Court has ocourred and must be £1lled in sccordance with the terms of the
Statute of the International Court of Justice, Article 14 of the Statute
provides: .
"Vecencies shall be filled by the same method as that laid down
for the first election, subject to the follewing provision: the Sscretary-
General chall, within ocne month of the occwrence of the vacancy, proceed
to issus the invitations provided for im Article 5, and the date of the
election shall be fixed by the Security Council," ‘
Paragraph 1 of Article 5 of the Stetute provides: |
At least three months hefore the date of ihe election, the Secretary~
Genersl of vhe United Wabtloms shall eddress & written request to the members
of the Permonent Court of Arbitration belonging to the States which are
parties to the vresent Statute, and to members of the natlonal groups '
eppointed under Article 4, paragrap: 2, inviting them to underteke, within ™ 7
a given tine, by national groups, the nomination of paééén;’in a position
to accopt the duties of & member of the Court.”
The invitaticns were issued on 14 Tecesmber 1953 and the Secretary~Ceneral
has already received several nominations for the vacancy. Since, under Article 14
of the Statute, the Security Council has to fix the date of the election, it is
suggested thet the Council should meet &s soon as possible in order to decide
the date of the election.
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It may be noted thet owing to the supiration of the teorms of office of
five members of the Court, an election will be held %o £111 the five vacancies
during the ninth session of the General Assembly, The precise date of this
election will not be set until the openlng of the General Assembly. In
accordance with the practice sot by the Council in 1951&/ s the Council mey wish
to decids that the election to FIll the vacancy should teks place dQuring the
ninth session of the General Assenbly, prior to the regular elsction to be hsld
during the same session to elech five memb'ers of the Court,

l/ Resolution adopted by the Security Council et its 548th meeting on
29 ly 1451,
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