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Letter dated 26 April 2021 from the President of the
Security Council addressed to the Secretary-General and the
Permanent Representatives of the members of the Security Council

I have the honour to enclose herewith a copy of the briefings provided by
Mr. Tor Wennesland, Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process and
Personal Representative of the Secretary-General; and Mr. Rein Paulsen, Acting
Director of the Coordination Division, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs, as well as the statements delivered by the representatives of China, Estonia,
France, India, Ireland, Kenya, Mexico, the Niger, Norway, the Russian Federation,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Tunisia, the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, the United States of America and Viet Nam in connection
with the video-teleconference on “The situation in the Middle East, including the
Palestinian question”, convened on Thursday, 22 April 2021. Statements were also
delivered by the Permanent Observer of the Observer State of Palestine and the
representative of Israel.

In accordance with the understanding reached among Council members for
this video-teleconference, the following delegations and entities submitted written
statements, copies of which are also enclosed: Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Brazil, the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, Costa
Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, Egypt, the European Union, Indonesia, the Islamic Republic of
Iran, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, the League of Arab States, Lebanon, Malaysia, Morocco,
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, Peru, Qatar, the Republic of Korea, Saudi
Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic, Turkey and the United Arab Emirates.

In accordance with the procedure set out in the letter dated 7 May 2020 from
the President of the Security Council addressed to the Permanent Representatives of
the members of the Security Council (S/2020/372), which was agreed in the light of
the extraordinary circumstances caused by the coronavirus disease pandemic, these
briefings and statements will be issued as an official document of the Security Council.

(Signed) Dang Dinh Quy
President of the Security Council
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Briefing by the Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace
Process and Personal Representative of the Secretary-General,
Tor Wennesland

Allow me to begin by wishing all Muslims of the world a blessed Ramadan.

I brief the Security Council today as Palestinians and Israelis are immersed
in consequential political and electoral processes. Preparations continue for the
Palestinian Legislative Council elections, scheduled for 22 May, while Israelis are
engaged in efforts to form a governing coalition after the elections held on 23 March.
Such developments may have significant implications for the prospects for advancing
peace in the months ahead.

The holding of credible elections in Palestine is a crucial step towards renewing
the legitimacy of national institutions and re-establishing Palestinian national unity.
I encourage international support for those efforts. The United Nations has engaged
regularly with the Palestinian parties and the Central Elections Commission (CEC)
to facilitate preparations for the elections and will continue its support for the
election process. To date, the CEC has performed its duties with professionalism
and integrity, enhancing trust in the electoral process. In particular, I welcome the
CEC’s efforts to plan for and implement special measures to ensure safe voting in
the context of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. I also underscore the
critical role of election observers to ensure respect for the results of a credible and
transparent process.

The candidate registration period concluded on 31 March. On 6 April, the
CEC announced that all 36 registered electoral lists were approved. On 11 April, the
CEC announced that, of the 231 objections submitted to the CEC against registered
candidates, 226 had been rejected, four withdrawn and one accepted. The Electoral
Court upheld the CEC decisions on 18 appeals brought before the Court. That
concludes the legal process to challenge the electoral lists. Final lists are expected to
be published on 30 April, the start of the official campaign period.

I emphasize that any disputes should be resolved in a peaceful manner and
through official legal mechanisms. All sides must provide for and protect the rights
of Palestinians across the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and Gaza
to participate in credible and inclusive Palestinian elections, as well as to stand for
election free from intimidation. In particular, I urge all parties to refrain from any
arrest, detention or interrogation based on freedom of opinion, freedom of expression
or freedom of association.

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to pose a formidable threat throughout
the occupied Palestinian territory. I am seriously concerned by the significant rise
in active cases in Gaza, where the daily infection rate is reaching its highest level
since the onset of the pandemic. In the West Bank, many hospitals remain at or near
full capacity. My colleague from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) will brief Council members after me and will provide greater detail
on that situation.

As the socioeconomic impact of the pandemic has significantly exacerbated a
seemingly never-ending fiscal and economic crisis in both the West Bank and Gaza,
support for the Palestinian Government’s response must continue to be a priority.

The Palestinian Government vaccination campaign, which officially began
in the West Bank and Gaza last month, continued throughout the reporting period.
The Palestinian Ministry of Health has received more than 300,000 vaccine doses
to date. Israel has continued its efforts to vaccinate segments of the Palestinian
population in the West Bank, including in East Jerusalem, as well as more than
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100,000 Palestinians holding permits to enter Israel. I welcome all efforts carried
out thus far to vaccinate the Palestinian population, but the process needs to be
accelerated and more vaccines are needed.

In a positive development, on 7 April, the United States announced plans
to restart its economic, humanitarian, development and security assistance to
Palestinians, including some $150 million in funding for the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). [ welcome the
resumption of United States support, including to UNRWA. I appeal to all Member
States to remobilize support to UNWRA, whose services are not only a lifeline for
millions of Palestine refugees but also critical to stability throughout the region.
Funding the United Nations response is the fastest and most efficient way to address
urgent needs in the occupied Palestinian territory.

On 5 April, the Palestinian Government adopted the second national action
plan for the implementation of resolution 1325 (2000). I welcome the efforts of the
Government to translate international frameworks into commitments and actions. I
reiterate United Nations support for the implementation of the women and peace and
security agenda in Palestine.

The demolition and seizure of Palestinian property throughout the occupied
West Bank, including East Jerusalem, continued during the reporting period.
OCHA will provide details on relevant developments shortly. However, allow me to
reiterate my call upon Israel to cease that practice, in line with its obligations under
international law, and to allow Palestinians to develop their communities.

On the basis of an Isracli law, passed in 1994, which bars activity in Jerusalem
by the Palestinian Authority without prior approval, on 6 April, the Israeli security
forces shut down a meeting related to Palestinian elections at the Ambassador Hotel
in East Jerusalem, calling in for questioning the hotel manager as well as the director
of the Fatah office in Jerusalem.

Daily violence also continued throughout the occupied Palestinian territory.
In Gaza, on 24 March, the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) fired some 10 missiles at what
it said were Hamas targets in retaliation for a rocket fired towards Israel the previous
day. On 15 and 16 April, militants in Gaza fired two rockets towards Israel. The
rockets landed in open fields, causing no damage or injury. In retaliation for each
incident, the IDF fired at what it said were Hamas-linked targets in the Gaza Strip.
No injuries were reported.

In the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, clashes, attacks, search
and arrest operations and other incidents resulted in the death of one Palestinian and
injuries to 29 Palestinians, including five children and one woman. Eight Israelis,
including one woman, were injured in the course of those events.

Since the beginning of Ramadan, there have been repeated clashes between
Palestinians and the Israeli security forces and Israeli civilians in and around
Jerusalem’s Old City, leading to injuries and arrests. I call on all sides to take steps
to de-escalate tensions and maintain calm.

On 6 April, the Israeli security forces shot and killed a 45-year-old Palestinian
man at a checkpoint set up during an operation of the Israeli security forces in Bir
Nabala village, north of Jerusalem. The man died of his injuries and his 35-year-old
wife, also in the vehicle, was injured. The Israeli security forces initially said that the
man had attempted a ramming attack — an account disputed by the man’s wife and
eyewitnesses. The Israeli security forces opened an investigation into the incident.

Meanwhile, settlers and other Israeli civilians perpetrated some 20 attacks
against Palestinians, resulting in eight injuries and damage to property. Palestinians
perpetrated some 20 attacks against Israeli settlers and other civilians in the West
Bank, resulting in seven injuries and damage to property.
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I underscore that all perpetrators of violence must be held accountable and
swiftly brought to justice. I reiterate that the Israeli security forces must exercise
maximum restraint and may use lethal force only when strictly unavoidable in order
to protect life. Particular care should be taken to protect children from any form
of violence. In addition, the indiscriminate launching of rockets towards Israeli
population centres violates international law and must stop immediately.

Turning to the region, on the Golan Heights, the ceasefire between Israel and
Syria has been generally maintained despite the continued violations of the 1974
Disengagement of Forces Agreement by the parties, leading to increasing tensions.
The United Nations Disengagement Observer Force continues to liaise with both
parties to remind them of their obligation to respect the terms of the Disengagement
Agreement and prevent the escalation of the situation across the ceasefire line.

In Lebanon, a new Government has still not been formed, delaying the
implementation of crucial reforms and related international support, which are
urgently needed to address the ever-worsening socioeconomic situation and growing
humanitarian needs.

In the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) area of operations
the situation remained tense, including due to incidents of weapons pointing between
the IDF and the Lebanese Armed Forces across the Blue Line. UNIFIL remains
engaged with the parties to contain incidents and defuse tensions, including through
its liaison and coordination efforts and robust presence on the ground.

In conclusion, I wish to emphasize that expectations for the holding of
elections in Palestine are high and come after a long wait of almost 15 years. Since
my last briefing (see S/2021/302), a growing number of young people are expected to
participate in shaping their political future and having the opportunity to vote for the
first time. Now that the legal registration and challenge period has concluded, there
remain no key technical obstacles to the holding of elections in a practical manner.

In recent interviews conducted by UN-Women with young people in Gaza
and the West Bank, one young woman, whose view was not unique, said the
following: “Although I am not into politics, I am a member of this society and want
to have a voice. Even if those I vote for do not win, at least I will have exercised
my right to vote.”

The successful completion of inclusive Palestinian elections is a critical
step towards renewing the democratic legitimacy of the Palestinian Government.
The elections should also pave the way to uniting Gaza and the West Bank under
a single, legitimate national authority, which would be an important step towards
reconciliation and could advance Middle East peace.

The path forward will not be easy and will require political courage from all
sides. Despite the myriad challenges, we remain focused on the goal of advancing a
two-State solution — an independent, viable and sovereign Palestinian State living
side by side with Israel in peace and security, in line with United Nations resolutions,
international law and previous agreements.

It is crucial that the international community, and particularly the Middle East
Quartet, signal a way forward towards an end to occupation and the achievement of
a sustainable peace. That includes creating a clear political horizon and encouraging
practical steps by all sides to set the stage for a successful return to negotiations.

The United Nations remains committed to working, through the Quartet and
with other regional and international partners, to support Israelis and Palestinians
in those efforts.
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Briefing by the Acting Director of the Coordination Division, Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Rein Paulsen

I thank you very much, Mr. President, for the opportunity to update the
Security Council on the humanitarian situation in the occupied Palestinian territory,
including East Jerusalem, on behalf of Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian
Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Mr. Mark Lowcock. I echo the wishes of
the Special Coordinator, Mr. Wennesland, in expressing my warmest wishes for the
holy month of Ramadan.

A protracted protection crisis continues in the occupied Palestinian territory,
with Palestinians struggling to exercise their basic rights and leaving close to one in
every two out of a population of 5.2 million in need of humanitarian assistance and
protection, the majority of whom live in the Gaza Strip. The challenges brought by
the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) crisis have exacerbated the situation, deepening
vulnerability. In the past year, 346,000 Palestinians have slipped from moderate to
severe need.

The total number of COVID-19 cases is now 313,000, with 280,000 people
having recovered from the virus. Fatalities stand at nearly 3,350 people. Those
numbers indicate a nearly 20 per cent increase in active cases this month, due mostly
to new variants. Cases in Gaza have increased by 150 per cent in April, with 187
deaths recorded so far, as compared to 61 deaths in March. Gaza now has 66 per cent
of all active cases in the occupied Palestinian territory despite representing 30 per
cent of the total population.

According to the World Health Organization, the surge in Gaza, where the
occupancy rate of COVID-19 dedicated hospital beds this week was 79 per cent, with
92 per cent of intensive care unit beds in use, presents real concerns for the health
sector and its ability to cope. In the West Bank, infections are declining slowly, but
the situation remains serious. Due to the recent surge, there are critical shortages of
laboratory testing, infection protection and control supplies and case management
drugs and disposables. Health cluster partners are requesting an additional $17
million to respond to the epidemic.

By 19 April, some 378,000 vaccines had arrived in the West Bank and Gaza,
including more than 130,000 through the Gavi COVID-19 Vaccine Global Access
(COVAX) Advanced Market Commitment Facility. Another 340,000 to 500,000
vaccines are in the pipeline through the COVAX Facility. As of last week, just over
156,000 people had been vaccinated in the occupied Palestinian territory by the
Palestinian authorities, representing about 3 per cent of the population.

Almost 5 million, or 53 per cent, of the Israeli population are fully vaccinated.
Israel is continuing its vaccination programming, which is also available to
Palestinians in East Jerusalem. The Isracli Government is also vaccinating more
than 120,000 Palestinians, which includes individuals from the West Bank with
permits to enter Israel, such as staff of United Nations agencies, international
organizations, embassies and consulates, as well as workers who are employed in
Israel or in Israeli settlements.

In the Gaza Strip, COVID-19 containment measures have further isolated its
2 million inhabitants. The prolonged closures and severe economic and movement
restrictions, which, in effect, amount to a blockade, make it even more challenging to
reduce needs and aid dependency in Gaza. As the Secretary-General has noted, the
lifting of the closures, in line with resolution 1860 (2009), is essential to addressing
the needs of the population.
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Turning to the West Bank, during the reporting period, the Israeli authorities
demolished, seized or forced owners to demolish 25 Palestinian-owned structures,
including six homes, displacing 25 Palestinians, including 15 children. Nearly all of
those structures were demolished on the grounds of a lack of Israeli-issued building
permits, which Palestinians can almost never obtain under the planning regime
applied in the West Bank.

Some 970 Palestinians are at risk of eviction in East Jerusalem due to cases
brought before Israeli courts, primarily by settler groups. Concerns are high for
four Palestine refugee families in the Sheikh Jarrah neighbourhood who have been
ordered to vacate the homes that they have lived in since the 1950s, which could be
as early 2 May.

Also, during the reporting period, the Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs recorded 19 incidents where people known, or believed,
to be Israeli settlers injured Palestinians or reportedly damaged their property.
Perpetrators, believed to be Palestinians, stoned Israeli-plated vehicles travelling on
West Bank roads, damaging 14 vehicles, according to Israeli sources.

The combined impact of acts of violence, demolitions and threat of evictions,
alongside other measures, have made Palestinians feel unsafe, even in their homes.
That has placed pressure on many families to leave their communities.

In conclusion, I would like to thank Member States that continue to support
humanitarian programming in the occupied Palestinian territory. Despite the
constrained funding, in 2020, humanitarian partners reached 1.2 million Palestinians
with critical assistance in the areas of food, livelihoods, health, protection, education
and shelter. In 2021, humanitarian partners are targeting 1.8 million Palestinians.
As of today, only 22 per cent of the $417 million requested for the United Nations
plan to respond to all humanitarian needs has been secured, leaving significant gaps
across most sectors.

I'would also like to welcome the resumption of United States support, including
to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near
East (UNRWA). Those funds will help sustain essential services to millions of
Palestine refugees, respond to the deteriorating humanitarian situation and support
COVID-19 national response plans, including vaccinations. I would like to echo the
call of the Secretary-General for Member States to provide the necessary resources
for UNRWA. Funding the United Nations response is the fastest and most efficient
way to address urgent needs in the occupied Palestinian territory.
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Statement by the Deputy Permanent Representative of China to the
United Nations, Geng Shuang

[Original: Chinese and English]

I thank Special Coordinator Wennesland and Mr. Paulsen for their briefings
and welcome the Palestinian and Israeli representatives attending today’s meeting.

For some time now, the Middle East peace process and the occupied Palestinian
territory have been receiving increased international attention. The region has
seen changed dynamics and the question of Palestine a new state of play. In the
context of what we heard earlier from the briefers, I would like to underscore the
following points.

First, the question of Palestine is at the root and source of instability in the
Middle East. It must be kept front and centre on the international agenda. The
international community cannot afford to halt its effort in the face of challenges and
balk at the obstructions. Recently, there have been frequent interactions between
and among the principal parties of the Palestinian-Israeli issue, creating a positive
momentum, which we find encouraging. The international community must seize
this opportunity and step up efforts to translate that momentum into firm support
for the two-State solution, marked improvements in the situation on the ground and
substantive progress in the Palestinian-Israeli peace talks.

In that process, the parties concerned should avoid taking any actions that
undermine mutual trust and further antagonize each other. Israel should cease its
settlement activities and take steps to prevent violence against civilians. Meanwhile,
Israel’s right to exist should be respected and secured and its legitimate security
concerns addressed.

China firmly supports the Palestinian people in establishing a fully sovereign
and independent State of Palestine, based on the 1967 borders, with East Jerusalem
as its capital. In March this year, during his visit to the Middle East, Chinese
State Councillor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi proposed a five-point initiative on
achieving security and stability in the Middle East, noting that nothing represents
equity and justice in the Middle East more than a sound solution to the question of
Palestine and the earnest implementation of the two-State solution. China reaffirms
its commitment to and support for a two-State solution, and will continue to invite
peace advocates from Palestine and Israel to China for dialogue. We also welcome
Palestinian and Israeli representatives to China for direct negotiations.

Secondly, the international community should create enabling conditions
for the Palestinian elections, for which preparations are under way. The holding of
elections is a key agreement reached by Palestinian factions at the national dialogue
earlier this year and is the most important political event for Palestine this year.
They will be the first Palestinian elections since 2006. As such, their importance
to reconciliation and unity cannot be overemphasized. We commend Palestine for
having done a huge amount of work in preparation for the elections and acknowledge
the positive progress achieved to date. We have also noticed new developments and
obstacles that have recently emerged around the elections. China is of the view
that it is the common aspiration of the Palestinian people that elections be held as
scheduled peacefully and smoothly across the length and breadth of the Palestinian
territory, including East Jerusalem, and that the international community should play
a positive and constructive role and work together to help ensure that the elections
go ahead as planned so as not to undermine the hard-won momentum that we are
witnessing today.
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Thirdly, efforts should be intensified to improve the situation of the Palestinian
people. The already dire humanitarian situation in Palestine has been made more
fragile by the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. The international
community should invest more to support Palestine in responding to the pandemic,
developing its economy and improving its people’s livelihoods. We welcome the
recent announcement by the United States that its assistance to Palestine will resume.
We hope that that development will lead to and catalyse further positive initiatives.
The international community should keep its sights on the full lifting of the blockade
of the Gaza Strip and help to ensure that essential services, humanitarian relief and
vaccination include all the people in need in the occupied territory.

China has consistently maintained its support through tangible actions for
Palestine’s COVID-19 pandemic response and livelihood improvement efforts. On
29 March, 100,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine, donated to Palestine by the Chinese
Government, arrived and were delivered to help bolster Palestine’s vaccination
programme. Earlier this month, a solar power project at a children’s hospital in Gaza,
funded by the Chinese Government, was completed. It will help to meet the power
shortages faced by the children’s hospital so that the hospital is in a better position
to treat Gaza’s patients.
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Statement by the Permanent Representative of Estonia to the
United Nations, Sven Jiirgenson

I thank Special Coordinator Wennesland and Mr. Paulsen for their briefings.

Estonia calls for the active engagement of the Security Council, the members
of the Middle East Quartet and the countries of the region in creating favourable
conditions for the resumption of direct meaningful negotiations between Israel and
the Palestinian Authority. Finding a long-lasting solution to the conflict is in the
interest of the whole region and beyond.

We remain committed to supporting atwo-State solution, based on international
law, relevant Security Council resolutions and internationally agreed parameters.

I would like to encourage the Government of Israel and the Palestinian
Authority to continue practical steps to strengthen bilateral cooperation and
rebuild mutual trust and confidence. We welcome the cooperation in combating the
coronavirus disease pandemic and urge the parties for further coordinated efforts,
ensuring increased provision of the vaccine to the Palestinians.

We also reiterate our call on all parties to refrain from any unilateral steps that
undermine the viability of the two-State solution.

We call on Israel to halt the continued settlement expansion and demolitions
in the occupied Palestinian territories, as they are contrary to international law. We
are concerned by the Israeli authorities’ plans for the construction of settlement units
in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, including in Har Homa. It is also worrying that
the demolition and confiscation of Palestinian structures and properties by Israel are
continuing at a growing pace.

We repeat our call for preventing all acts of violence against civilians, acts of
terror, incitement and acts of provocation. Despite the relative calm between Israel
and Gaza, there can be no justification for the continued occasional launching of
rockets and incendiary devices towards Israel or any other form of violence targeting
the civilian population.

We welcome the continued engagement of the Palestinian factions to prepare
for the upcoming legislative, presidential and National Council elections. We call
upon the Palestinian factions to ensure free, fair and inclusive elections and to
commit to democratic principles.

We call on the Israeli authorities to facilitate the holding of elections, with the
participation of international observers, across all the occupied Palestinian territory,
including East Jerusalem, in line with the Oslo Accords.

Finally, I would like to reiterate the important role of the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East for the stability of the
region. We welcome the United States announcement regarding the resumption of
funding to the Agency and encourage other donors to restore or, if possible, increase
their contributions, as well.

I would like to state that Estonia aligns itself with the statement submitted on
behalf of the European Union (annex 28).
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Statement by the Permanent Representative of France to the
United Nations, Nicolas de Riviére

[Original: French]

I thank Mr. Tor Wennesland and Mr. Rein Paulsen for their briefings.

At a time when this prospect is being called into question, it is more necessary
than ever to recall that only the two-State solution will bring lasting peace to
the region.

In accordance with the agreed parameters and Security Council resolutions,
that means the establishment of a Palestinian State living in peace and security
alongside Israel, within secure and internationally recognized borders based on the
1967 lines, with Jerusalem as the capital of both States. That is the only solution that
can meet the legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian people for sovereignty and the
Israeli people for security.

France is therefore very concerned about the risk of de facto annexation of
Palestinian territories. We call on Israel to halt the expansion of settlements, in
particular the construction of 540 housing units in the settlement of Har Homa in
East Jerusalem. Settlement activity is contrary to international law, threatens the
viability of the two-State solution and is a major obstacle to peace, especially when
it involves areas essential to the viability of a future Palestinian State.

We call on Israel to stop the demolition of Palestinian structures, including
those funded by France and the European Union. These are reaching a worrying
level. They are contrary to Israel’s obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention.
We are particularly concerned by the possible evictions in the coming weeks of
Palestinian families from the Silwan and Sheikh Jarrah neighbourhoods in
East Jerusalem.

France also reiterates its firm condemnation of the firing of rockets from Gaza
into populated areas of Israel, also in violation of international law. It will never
compromise on Israel’s security.

In that context, we must redouble our efforts to get the parties back to the
negotiating track. France is working with its German, Egyptian and Jordanian
partners to recreate the conditions for dialogue. We wish to work with the members
of the Quartet, which share that objective.

Increased coordination between the parties is necessary to enable an
effective response to the coronavirus disease pandemic, which continues to spread,
particularly in Gaza. France would like to see equitable access to the vaccine. The
contrast between the vaccination rate in Israel and that in the occupied Palestinian
territories is stark.

We welcome the resumption of funding by the United States to the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, whose
action will remain essential until a permanent solution to the refugee issue is found.

Finally, I would like to return to the Palestinian elections. They must be
an opportunity to give a voice to Palestinian society and to renew the democratic
legitimacy of its institutions. France calls on all actors to act constructively to bring
the electoral process to a successful conclusion. In accordance with the principles
consistently promoted by the European Union, France recalls the importance of the
principles of international law, non-violence, Israel’s right to exist and respect for
past agreements.

21-05535



S/2021/404

21-05535

France calls on Israel to allow the elections to be held throughout the
Palestinian territories, including East Jerusalem. It also calls on Israel to facilitate
the deployment of a European mission.

France is pleased that the Security Council is once again speaking in unison
in support of the two-State solution, which it has itself endorsed. That unity is more
necessary than ever given the continuing deterioration of the situation on the ground.
But we must now move from words to action to create a new momentum for peace.
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Statement by the Permanent Representative of India to the
United Nations, T.S. Tirumurti

I welcome the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace
Process, Tor Wennesland, and the Acting Director of the Coordination Division of
the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Mr. Rein Paulsen, to this
meeting and thank them for their briefings.

We are pleased to note the positive progress in the holding of Palestinian
legislative elections, scheduled for 22 May. We also take note of the Special
Coordinator’s observations with regard to the impediments to those elections. As a
democracy and as a long-standing friend, India has always supported a fair, credible,
transparent and inclusive electoral process in Palestine, including by participating
in electoral observation and providing election-related training to the Palestinian
Central Elections Commission. India will continue to remain supportive of
that process.

India’s position on the Israel-Palestine conflict is well known. A negotiated
two-State solution, achieved through direct and meaningful negotiations, is the only
viable solution to the conflict. Such a solution should meet Israel’s security needs,
fulfil Palestinian aspirations for statehood and sovereignty and resolve all final-
status issues.

As we reiterated earlier, resolution 2334 (2016) adopted by the Security Council
calls for advancing this two-State solution through negotiations, as well as reversing
negative trends on the ground. This will create conditions for launching credible
negotiations on all final status issues. We urge both parties to refrain from unilateral
measures that vitiate conditions necessary for promoting peace and instead focus on
bridging the trust deficit.

The international community should also encourage the resumption of direct
negotiations between the parties. India supports all efforts by the international
community that seek to achieve durable peace for both Israelis and Palestinians. We
acknowledge the important role of the Middle East Quartet in this regard.

We remain concerned about the current coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
situation in Palestine. The recent spike in overall cases is once again threatening
local health systems and disrupting economic and humanitarian activities, especially
in Gaza. We commend the steps taken by the Palestinian Authority in addressing
the current crisis. We welcome the efforts of the United Nations and its agencies to
support the Palestinian Authority in its response to the COVID-19 pandemic in the
Palestinian territories.

COVID-19 is a common threat that knows no boundaries and endangers
the lives of Israelis and Palestinians alike. We welcome the cooperation between
the Israeli and Palestinian authorities to mitigate the effects of the pandemic and
encourage the continuation of such efforts, including through the smooth movement
of vaccines, medical supplies and equipment, in particular to the population in Gaza.
We are pleased that the first shipment, consisting of 25,000 Indian vaccines, reached
Palestine on 29 March.

We also appreciate the work of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) to mitigate the negative impacts
of the pandemic on the Palestine refugee community in its areas of operation
despite the severe challenges posed by the pandemic. In particular, the Agency’s
relief interventions have played an important role in addressing the growing poverty
among Palestinian refugees during the current pandemic. India is committed to
contribute $10 million to UNRWA for the biennium 2021-2022.
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Before concluding, let me once again reiterate India’s unwavering commitment
to finding a just solution to the cause of Palestine and to its friendship with the
Palestinian people. We have always focused on the importance of improving the
overall quality of life in Palestine through our development assistance projects and
capacity-building programmes for Palestinian youth. Even amid the pandemic,
we have signed memorandums of understanding with authorities in Palestine for
implementing quick impact projects, which will benefit local communities. I reaffirm
India’s continued support for Palestine and its people.
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Statement by the Permanent Representative of Ireland to the
United Nations, Geraldine Byrne Nason

At the beginning, I would like to wish a sincere Ramadan Mubarak to all. 1
also want to thank Special Coordinator Tor Wennesland and Mr. Paulsen for their
comprehensive briefings today. I also want to warmly welcome the Ambassador of
the Observer State of Palestine and the Ambassador of Isracl among us today.

A comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East is possible.
Ireland’s position on how to achieve that is long-standing. Our position is based on
respect for international law and agreed international parameters. We repeat it here
on this screen every month. It bears repeating again today.

A two-State solution, with a viable State of Palestine based on the 1967
borders, alongside the State of Israel and with Jerusalem as the capital of both States,
offers the strongest prospect for sustainable peace.

For that two-State solution to be viable, strong, inclusive and accountable
democratic Palestinian institutions based on respect for the rule of law and human
rights are critical. So too are free, fair and inclusive elections.

Ireland and our European Union partners support the holding of elections
across the occupied Palestinian territory and welcome the constructive engagement
by the Palestinian factions. Giving all Palestinians a voice will lend renewed
legitimacy to and ownership over their national institutions. This shared objective
deserves our full support.

In line with commitments made in the Oslo Accords, we urge Israel to facilitate
the holding of elections across the occupied Palestinian territory, in particular in
East Jerusalem. We also call on Israel to facilitate the participation of international
observers.

Ireland wishes to see the completion of free, fair and inclusive elections in the
occupied Palestinian territory. We look forward to working with a future Palestinian
Government that upholds the principles of international law, non-violence and
democratic governance, including respect for human rights and existing agreements,
a Government that works towards the peaceful establishment of a Palestinian State,
based on the pre-1967 lines, with Jerusalem as the future capital of two States.

Elections are about giving people their say. Palestinian women want to be
heard and they want to see themselves represented where it matters. That means as
voters, but also as candidates on the ballot paper. As co-Chair of the Informal Expert
Group on Women and Peace and Security, Ireland looks forward to supporting
these Palestinian women, who have so much to contribute. I want to underline that
participation is a right, not a request.

Just as we want to see women participate fully, we also want to engage young
people, to encourage young people to be fully engaged with democratic processes.
Young people, like Oren Gian and Malak AbuSoud, who addressed the Security
Council only two months ago (see S/2021/218), should be given the opportunity to
shape the future that they will inherit. Promoting and safeguarding open, free and
independent civil society engagement is also vital.

Last month, we heard yet another deeply concerning briefing from Special
Coordinator Wennesland (S/2021/302, annex I) on the implementation of resolution
2334 (2016). The Council has been receiving such briefings for more than four
years. Let us be clear. Settlements were an obstacle to peace then and they remain
an obstacle to peace now. I want to reiterate Ireland’s long-standing condemnation
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of illegal Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory, including East
Jerusalem.

We are gravely concerned by the Israeli authorities’ advancement of approval
for construction in Har Homa East. The implementation of the plan would effectively
cut off East Jerusalem from the rest of the West Bank, threaten the contiguity of a
future Palestinian State and severely undermine the viability of a two-State solution.

Ireland is extremely concerned by the increase in demolitions, evictions and
seizures of Palestinian-owned structures in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem.
We call on the Israeli authorities to cease these activities and provide adequate
permits for legal construction in and development of Palestinian communities.

In particular, the recent increase in the number of Palestinian families at risk
of eviction in Sheikh Jarrah and Silwan are of grave concern. We underscore the
importance of maintaining the status quo at the holy sites, in particular at Haram
Al-Sharif/Temple Mount.

Acts of violence, including rocket attacks, continue to erode trust between
the parties, and within their own communities, making a political settlement more
difficult to achieve. Ireland condemns these and condemns all acts of violence.

We are concerned about the increase in settler violence and the particular
impact of the occupation and violence on children. We remind the parties of their
obligations under international human rights and international humanitarian law.

We renew our call on Israel to end the blockade of Gaza. We also reiterate
our call on Israel as the occupying Power to ensure equitable access to coronavirus
disease vaccines for the Palestinian population in Gaza and throughout the occupied
Palestinian territory.

I want to take this opportunity to most warmly welcome the announcement
by Secretary of State Blinken of the resumption of United States funding to the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East.
We encourage other States, in the region and elsewhere, to restore their contributions
and if possible to increase their support.

As an island that has experienced and overcome conflict, it is our firm belief
that divisions can be bridged and long-standing enmities set aside. As I mentioned at
the beginning, a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East is possible.

However, we must all continue to work towards this end. We believe that
it is incumbent on the Security Council, on the Quartet and on the international
community to remain fully engaged with these important issues in the critical
period ahead.

Finally, I want to touch briefly on the situation in Syria. Ten years since the
start of this terrible conflict, we are as far away as ever from a political solution. We
commend the efforts of Special Envoy Pedersen and urge that a meaningful meeting
of the Constitutional Committee take place soon. Ireland and its European Union
partners will continue to provide and work to safeguard essential humanitarian
support to the Syrian people.
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Statement by the Permanent Representative of Kenya to the
United Nations, Martin Kimani

I thank Mr. Tor Wennesland, Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace
Process and Personal Representative of the Secretary-General to the Palestine
Liberation Organization and the Palestinian Authority, and Mr. Rein Paulsen,
Acting Director of the Coordination Division of the Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs, for their briefings. I also thank the representatives of the
State of Israel and the Observer State of Palestine for their briefings.

The continued acts of violence and clashes between Palestinian and Israeli
forces, including the incident in Gaza this past weekend, are concerning. I reaffirm
Kenya’s condemnation of all violations of the agreed international mechanisms,
including the Security Council’s resolutions, by all parties.

Our interest as Kenya is in supporting an end to this lasting threat to the peace
and security of the Middle East, whose damaging domino-like effects reach many
other parts of the world.

We call on all parties to the Palestinian question, and their supporters and
facilitators, to act on the understanding that any political aims, no matter how urgent,
are ultimately robbed of sustained success by any deployment of terrorist strategies.

Guided by that insight, we strongly condemn all Hamas rocket attacks that
deliberately target civilians with the aim of causing fear and despondency as a way
to shift policy.

Kenya also notes with concern the increasing demolitions of homes and
civilian infrastructure by the Israeli Government. The expansion of settlements,
particularly in sensitive areas, and the proximity of demolitions to these settlements
have implications for territorial contiguity and the actualization of the two-State
solution within secure and recognized borders based on the 1967 lines.

We make these observations not to equate their moral or ethical worth, but
rather to urge both sides to work harder to meet in the middle if either is to ever enjoy
handing real peace to their children. The extremes can feed one another at the expense
of the overwhelming majority who only desire safety and well-being. As intractable
as the conflict may seem, in the past, there have been political breakthroughs that
have overcome even the steepest and oldest barriers.

It is up to the leadership of the Israeli and Palestinian people to reach for
a more powerful vision of mutual peace, and to then support and empower those
among them that want to build bridges of understanding and respect particularly
during this time of political transition.

We also look forward to a free and fair election that serves as an important
step to peace and security, not to the escalation of enmity.

While we wait for such inspired leadership to take hold and its actions to be
scaled up, we in the international community must do our utmost to support stability,
especially to help sustain instances of relative calm amid deeper fragile peace.

Kenya therefore welcomes the continued efforts of the United Nations
Disengagement Observer Force and the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon.
They are contributing to the stability of the region. We expect all parties to create
environments and take actions that ensure the safety of the personnel and the
fulfilment of their respective mandates.

On the upcoming elections, Kenya takes note of the progress made in the
registration of voters, including in East Jerusalem, based on the Palestinian Central
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Elections Commission report. We urge that the preparations and conduct of both
the legislative elections scheduled in a month’s time and the presidential elections
in July be timely, free, fair and participatory with all parties abiding to the agreed
commitments. These are agreements that come with responsibility, including the
recent Cairo talks and the foundational Oslo Accords Protocol Concerning Elections.

The surge in coronavirus disease cases and infection rates, particularly in
Gaza, and the increasing disparity in the availability of vaccines is also a matter of
concern. Kenya continues to call for strengthened cooperation between Israeli and
Palestinian authorities to ensure the safe movement of health and other essential
workers, equity in access to vaccines and medical care.

The role of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East remains critical particularly in the delivery of basic
food and medical services for populations in internally displaced persons and
refugee situations.

As I conclude, we look forward to tangible outcomes of the resumed Middle
East Quartet discussions. We commend the continued efforts of the Special
Coordinator, and all involved parties, in ensuring that the Munich format and other
confidence-building initiatives in the Gulf, and the broader subregion, complement
the work of the Quartet.
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Statement by the Permanent Representative of Mexico to the
United Nations, Juan Ramon de la Fuente Ramirez

[Original: Spanish]

I thank Special Coordinator Wennesland and Mr. Paulsen for their briefings.
We also welcome the delegations of Israel and Palestine.

Mexico welcomes the active civil and political participation in the upcoming
Palestinian elections. We note the registration of 36 lists of candidates, which
indicates a keen desire for popular involvement in Palestinian political life; we
recognize the constructive participation of young people and women. We agree
with our colleagues that transparent and regular electoral processes are the basic
foundation of any democratic State.

In that regard, we call on the Palestinian Authority to continue with the timely
organization of the elections and hope that the process will proceed peacefully with
broad citizen participation. The organization of those elections, particularly in East
Jerusalem, must not be hindered. We condemn the harassment of Palestinian political
activists by Israeli law enforcement agencies in East Jerusalem. Political rights, the
right to freedom of expression and the right to freedom of peaceful association must
be preserved at all costs.

We welcome the recent announcement by the United States Administration
on its resumption of financial contributions to the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Middle East (UNRWA). UNRWA’s work is
essential to meeting the basic needs of more than 5.7 million Palestinian refugees.
Its actions take on added relevance in the context of the global fight against the
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic.

We welcome the arrival, through the COVID-19 Vaccine Global Access
Facility, of additional batches of vaccines destined for the Palestinian population
from China, the United Arab Emirates, India and Russia, and we also recognize and
commend Israel for vaccinating 100,000 Palestinian workers. It benefits all of us to
continue facilitating the delivery and distribution of vaccines so that, in coordination
with the various humanitarian agencies, vaccination campaigns can be implemented
quickly and efficiently.

We reiterate our call on Israel to lift the blockade on Gaza and allow the
delivery of humanitarian assistance, including medical supplies. We likewise urge
them to guarantee free transit to humanitarian workers and Palestinian patients
requiring medical assistance.

The announced construction of 540 additional housing units and the bill
recently introduced before the Knesset to legalize outposts in the occupied territories
constitute unilateral measures that undermine the two-State solution and the
viability and territorial contiguity of the Palestinian State. Likewise, we regret the
destruction of water, sanitation and hygiene structures in the Palestinian territories.
We urge Israel to abide by resolution 2334 (2016). The demolition of structures and
the construction and expansion of settlements in the occupied territories are flagrant
violations of international law.

We note with concern the clashes between Palestinians and Israeli security
forces in the vicinity of the Temple Mount. We call on the parties to exercise
maximum restraint as well as to guarantee freedom of worship. We also strongly
condemn the recent missile attacks from Gaza and Syria against Israel.
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Finally, I reiterate our full support for the actions of the Middle East Peace
Quartet. Mexico supports political dialogue as the means to overcome the differences
between Israel and Palestine, based on the two-State solution, that is, the right of
Israel and Palestine to live in peace within secure and internationally recognized
borders. We applaud the efforts of the Special Envoy to relaunch the Quartet, and we
support the activism of regional and international partners promoting alternatives in
support of peace.
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Statement by the Deputy Permanent Representative of the Niger to
the United Nations, Niandou Aougi

[Original: French]

I should like at the outset to thank Mr. Tor Wennesland and Mr. Rein Paulsen
for their very informative briefings on the situation in the occupied Palestinian
territories. I also thank the representatives of Israel and of Palestine for participating
in this meeting.

This quarterly debate is being held amid renewed diplomatic momentum to
relaunch the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, which has been stalled for years. The
recent normalization of relations between Israel and some of its Arab neighbours,
the 11 March ministerial meeting in Paris and the 23 March meeting of the Quartet’s
Special Envoys are all positive developments that should serve as a springboard to
relaunch the process of direct peace talks between Israelis and Palestinians.

However, still no attempt to revive the peace process can prevail as long as
Israel continues its aggressive policy of occupying Palestinian land, building new
settlements, daily violations of Palestinian rights and continuously blockading Gaza,
all in violation of resolution 2334 (2016).

The continued expansion of Israeli settlements in the occupied West Bank,
including East Jerusalem, demolitions and seizures of Palestinian property and the
upsurge in attacks and violence by Israeli settlers against Palestinian civilians, in
particular women and children, all constitute flagrant violations of United Nations
resolutions and principles of international law. The Niger condemns these acts
and calls for them to cease immediately. The same goes for acts of provocation
and incitement to hatred, rocket attacks against Israeli residential areas and the
subsequent disproportionate reprisals. Here, as everywhere else, accountability
is essential because it alone can help fight impunity and pave the way to genuine
reconciliation between the parties to the conflict.

We also take note of the timetable for the Palestinian legislative and presidential
elections in May and July. We hope these elections, if conducted under optimal
conditions, will strengthen cohesion among Palestinian factions and lead to a return
to dialogue with Israel. We call on the international community, in particular the
United Nations, to fully support this process.

While we welcome the start of the vaccination campaign, albeit timid, in the
occupied Palestinian territories, it is clear that the coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
continues to spread at an alarming rate. Gaza’s health services, for example, reported
nearly 1,000 new cases per day over the past two weeks. This situation requires urgent
action, since the population density in Gaza makes respect for social distancing and
other relevant precautionary measures difficult.

As Israel allows its citizens to return to pre-COVID-19 life following its
successful vaccination campaign, it must, as occupying Power, ensure that the
vaccine reaches the territories under its occupation so as to facilitate efforts to
effectively fight the spread of the virus.

We must also recall the difficulties, in addition to those caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic, resulting from the blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip, high
youth unemployment, restrictions on imports and on the free movement of people,
and the fragility of the health system. Faced with all these challenges, the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA)
must continue to be adequately resourced to enable it to continue providing vital
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services to the Palestinian population, especially amid the pandemic. In this regard,
we commend all donors continuing to support UNRWA as well as the decision of the
authorities of the United States of America to resume humanitarian assistance and
restore diplomatic ties with the Palestinians.

In conclusion, my delegation calls on all actors to redouble their efforts to
commit definitively to the path of peace and pledges its steadfast support to the Special
Coordinator in his efforts to breathe new life into the Middle East peace process.
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Statement by the Permanent Representative of Norway to the
United Nations, Mona Juul

Thank you to Special Coordinator Wennesland for his briefing.

Since the Oslo Accords, Norway has been a consistent partner for building
Palestine as a free, democratic and prosperous State, with security, the rule of law
and living in peace and mutual recognition with Israel. We therefore welcome the
announcement of Palestinian elections. The expectations of the Palestinian people
are high, and it is essential that the elections be executed as planned.

We are encouraged by the Palestinian people’s great enthusiasm for what will
be the first elections for many years and note that more women than before are
included on lists as candidates. We have urged the Palestinian Authority to take
steps to better include youth as well. The dialogue between factions to ensure that
elections are held in a free, fair and competitive manner is encouraging.

We have urged the Palestinian Authority and Israel to cooperate to facilitate the
elections, abiding by their commitments in the Oslo II Accord. Here in the Security
Council, and in all our engagements before and after the elections, we must make our
best efforts to support the Palestinian people in building a legitimate Government in
Palestine. I would like to reiterate our expectation that any Palestinian Government,
in its composition and political platform, provide a good basis for cooperation with
partners, and the pursuit of State-building and peace efforts.

We expect Palestinian Governments to adhere to the Palestine Liberation
Organization’s commitments in previous agreements, through both their words
and their actions. Under those agreements, the Palestine Liberation Organization
recognized Israel’s right to exist and committed to upholding non-violence and
continuing peaceful negotiations.

Norway remains ready to contribute to the resumption of meaningful
negotiations towards a political solution, and we hope that successful Palestinian
elections will contribute to such an end, as well as to strengthening cooperation
between the parties. While it may be too early to define the format or modalities
of such negotiations, it is increasingly urgent to solve the territorial issues before
settlement expansions and other developments totally undermine the two-State
vision. Negotiations should build on the previous agreements between the parties
and be based on international law, the relevant Security Council resolutions and
internationally agreed parameters.

We remain concerned about the continued negative developments relating to
settlement activities, including demolitions and evictions, as well as the incidents
of violence against civilians, as reported by Special Coordinator Wennesland. The
plans to evict 37 families from their homes in Sheikh Jarrah and Silwan, in East
Jerusalem ,are particularly worrisome.

Norway is, however, encouraged by progress on issues that were highlighted
at the last meeting of the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee in February, and which will
be on the agenda for the forthcoming ministerial meeting this autumn. More and
more Palestinians are receiving the coronavirus-disease vaccine, and we commend
the Palestinian Authority for rolling out its vaccination programme, Israel for
facilitating vaccine distribution and for vaccinating Palestinians, and the United
Nations and the international community for their crucial logistical and other
support. While this is all encouraging, there is still an urgent need for support for
increased access to vaccines.
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Several crucial projects to build basic infrastructure across Palestine are also
showing progress, in particular in the areas of water, sanitation and energy. They
will benefit all Palestinians and ensure that Gaza continues to be habitable. In this
respect, we call on the parties to sign the long-awaited and nearly finished technical
agreements. Agreements are needed to make significant progress in several key
projects relating to customs, water, electricity and other matters.

Norway also calls on donors to maintain in their financial and technical
support. We welcome the willingness of several donors to take the lead in coordinating
support within key sectors, including the efforts to better balance the fiscal and
financial situation of the Palestinian Authority.

In conclusion, let me welcome the decision by the United States of America
to resume economic, development and humanitarian assistance to the Palestinians,
including through the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East. We urge other donors to step up and contribute towards
securing the continued work of the Agency for Palestine refugees.
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Statement by the First Deputy Permanent Representative of the
Russian Federation to the United Nations, Dmitry Polyanskiy

[Original: Russian]

We thank Special Coordinator Tor Wennesland and Director ofthe Coordination
Division of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Rein Paulsen
for briefing us on the status of the Middle East peace process and the humanitarian
situation in the Palestinian territories.

We advocate for finding a just solution to the Palestinian problem on the
basis of the two-State principle and the internationally recognized legal framework
for creating an independent Palestinian State within the 1967 borders with East
Jerusalem as its capital. Through direct negotiations, the sides should also agree
on other final-status aspects, including the problems of borders, refugees and water
resources. Israel’s security concerns must be taken into account in this process.

For our part, we are taking steps to support the collective efforts aimed
at achieving equitable peace in the Middle East. We continue to engage with all
interested stakeholders in the region, the Security Council and the Quartet of
international mediators. Among other things, we are negotiating the convening of a
ministerial meeting of the Quartet as well as organizing a meeting in the “Quartet
plus” format, which would outline key tracks for our joint work aimed at overcoming
the standstill in the Middle East peace process. Also, we believe it reasonable to
support the initiative of Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas to convene an
international conference on the Middle Eastern peace process.

We call on the sides to exercise restraint and refrain from any provocative
steps that may undermine the settlement efforts. This is especially relevant in
the light of the recent elections in Israel and those forthcoming in the Palestinian
territories. We hope that the electoral process will foster internal consolidation
on both sides, including regarding the need to relaunch negotiations. We proceed
from the understanding that Palestinians throughout the entire territory must be
guaranteed a right to elect and be elected.

We note the positive impact of the elections on overcoming the internal
Palestinian disagreement on the Palestine Liberation Organization platform, as well
as the role of our Egyptian friends in this regard. We are ready to provide assistance
to these efforts.

We are concerned over Israel’s continuing settlement activity, including in
East Jerusalem. It undermines the prospects of creating a territorially contiguous
Palestinian State.

Palestinians need assistance in responding to acute humanitarian and
socioeconomic problems on the occupied territories and in Gaza, especially amid the
spread of the coronavirus disease. It is particularly important that Palestinians and
Israelis engage in the interests of countering the pandemic, including in the context
of vaccination. We attach great importance to the continuation of the effective work
of United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA), which renders support to Palestinians both on the occupied territories and
in the neighbouring Arab States. We call on the international community to mobilize
resources to support the Agency. Russia provides assistance both to UNRWA and to
Palestinians bilaterally.

In conclusion, I would like to express our deepest regret regarding the major
technical issues that occurred during this video-teleconference, mostly impacting
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our American colleagues. This clearly demonstrates that the Security Council
cannot fully rely on the Internet in its work. We trust this is a good reason for all
of us to finally make a decision to resume our in-person meetings in the Security
Council Chamber. As you know, Russia has consistently uphold this position since
October last year. We call on the Vietnamese presidency and its Chinese successor
take practical steps to resolve this long-overdue question.
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Statement by the Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines to the United Nations, Inga Rhonda King

We thank Special Coordinator Wennesland and Mr. Paulson for their briefings.
We also welcome the presentations by the distinguished Permanent Observer of the
State of Palestine and the representative of Israel.

As we heard from the briefers, the situation in the occupied Palestinian territory
demands urgent attention and action from the Security Council. The Council has an
obligation to cooperate in solving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Too much time
has already been lost. It is critical that we collectively address the challenges facing
Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian territory.

The expansion and acceleration of illegal settlement activities in the
occupied West Bank, ongoing demolitions, seizures of Palestinian-owned property
and evictions continue to irreversibly undermine the peace process and the two-
State solution. Moreover, we condemn Israel’s most recent decision to advance the
construction of 540 illegal housing units in the Palestinian neighbourhoods of Beit
Safafa and Sharafat. Israeli settlement activity “has no legal validity and constitutes
a flagrant violation under international law,” according to operative paragraph 1
of resolution 2334 (2016). Once again we call on the Israeli authorities to stop the
building of new settlements and the extension of existing ones, and cease all home
demolitions, forced evictions and confiscation of land in the occupied territory,
including in East Jerusalem.

Allow me to reiterate my Government’s position that a two-State solution
remains the only path to ensuring that Palestinians and Israelis can both realize their
legitimate aspirations, living side by side in peace and security in the context of a
solution based on the 1967 borders, with Jerusalem as the capital of both States.

In the Gaza Strip, the living conditions remain dire. There is an urgent need
to end the blockade and to address the humanitarian and human rights situation as
well as the free movement of both goods and people into and out of Strip. Without the
support that is flowing into the Gaza Strip from the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), it would certainly be an
even more dire situation. Consequently, we welcome the resumption of United States
funding to UNRWA and reiterate our call for sustained and predictable contributions
to the Agency, especially considering Gaza’s coronavirus disease (COVID-19) crisis.

As the incidence of COVID-19 increases around the world, we commend the
continuing efforts of the Palestinian Authority to protect its citizens. We welcome
the second shipment of 72,000 vaccine doses through the COVID-19 Vaccine Global
Access (COVAX) Facility programme for the West Bank and Gaza and the provision
of vaccines directly from other countries. Similarly, we encourage the international
community, including Israel, to ensure the availability of vaccines to Palestinians in
the occupied Palestinian territory and throughout the region.

Turning to the upcoming Palestinian national elections, we support the
Palestinians as they work towards the holding of peaceful, free, fair and inclusive
elections. It is also imperative for Israel to permit voting throughout the occupied
Palestinian territories, namely, the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip. A
postponement of elections on account of access to voting in any of these areas would
be unfortunate.

In the absence of a full resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, it is
incumbent upon the United Nations, particularly the Security Council, to make
clear that any attempt to undermine the peace process is unacceptable. Equally
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Palestinian leaders.
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Statement by the Permanent Mission of Tunisia to the United Nations
[Original: Arabic]

At the outset, I would like to thank Tor Wennesland and Rein Paulsen for
their important briefings. We reiterate our appreciation for the Secretary-General’s
continued efforts and determination to achieve the two-State solution and support
security and stability in the region.

The forty-fifth annual Land Day was observed on 30 March. The occasion
commemorates the struggles of the Palestinian people to defend its land against
occupation, confiscation, settlement and annexation.

Without regard for internationally recognized resolutions, Israel, the
occupying Power, continues to oppress and attack the Palestinian people, pursuing
its expansionist policies and settlement plans and demolishing Palestinian homes.
It commits those grave violations with total impunity, in open contravention of
international law.

Given that Israel continues to flout international law and stand in the way of
efforts to reach a peaceful settlement of the conflict, Tunisia once again calls on the
Security Council and the international community to bring greater pressure to bear
in order to compel the occupying Power to comply with internationally recognized
resolutions, the most recent of which is resolution 2334 (2016), immediately halt
its settlement plans, and definitively abandon its plans to annex the Palestinian
territories and undermine the two-State solution.

In the coming weeks in Palestine, preparations will be under way to organize
legislative, presidential and Palestinian National Council elections. The elections,
which have been welcomed by the international community, constitute an important
step towards strengthening democratic governance and Palestinian State institutions.
However, attempts by the occupying authorities to disrupt the electoral process and
restrict Palestinian candidates and officials, particularly in East Jerusalem, are of
great concern because of the threat they pose to this vital electoral process.

We therefore call on the international community to do what is necessary
to ensure that general elections are allowed to take place in East Jerusalem and
to enable Palestinians in the Occupied Palestinian Territory to vote without any
interference from the occupying authorities, as stipulated in international norms
and instruments.

We also reiterate the need to put a stop to Isracli measures restricting the
freedom of Palestinians to participate in their religious rituals in Jerusalem,
especially during the holy month of Ramadan.

Given the threat posed by the coronavirus disease pandemic and the effects
of the economic restrictions imposed by the occupiers, Tunisia urges regional and
international actors to step up the humanitarian response in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory. It is important to respond to the appeal of the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) for its financial
needs for 2021 to be met, so that it can continue to fulfil its mandate and provide
services to more than 5.5 million Palestine refugees pending a just and lasting solution
to their legitimate cause is found, in accordance with United Nations resolutions.

Tunisia hails the positive response of many donors to the Agency’s appeals
and once again welcomes the decision by the United States Administration to resume
its provision of economic and humanitarian assistance to the Palestinian people,
including by financing UNRWA.

21-05535



S/2021/404

21-05535

The occupying authorities are subjecting the population of Gaza to an unjust
siege and collective punishment and depriving it of its fundamental, legitimate
rights. We therefore call once again on the Security Council and other actors to
compel Israel, the occupying Power, to put an end to the siege. We also reiterate the
international community’s call for the Palestinian civilian population to be protected.

Lastly, we reaffirm that concerted international efforts are urgently needed
to give a strong impetus to the Middle East peace process, so as to end decades of
occupation and restore the Palestinian people’s legitimate rights to exercise self-
determination, live in freedom and dignity, and establish an independent State within
the borders of 4 June 1967, with East Jerusalem as its capital. In this context, we
look forward to intensified efforts by the Middle East Quartet to relaunch the peace
process and to prepare to convene an international conference on peace, something
that would promote regional and international peace and security.
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Statement by the Deputy Permanent Representative of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the
United Nations, Jonathan Allen

My thanks go to Special Coordinator Tor Wennesland for his briefing.

Let me open today by welcoming the decision taken on 7 April by the United
States to restore funding to the Palestinian people and to the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East. That move will improve
the lives of thousands of Palestinians, particularly those hit hardest by the occupation
and the coronavirus disease. Secretary Blinken said on 2 April that Israelis and
Palestinians should enjoy equal measures of freedom, security, prosperity and
democracy. These are sentiments with which the United Kingdom readily agrees.

It is our hope that positive moves such as these will help to build an atmosphere
of trust between the parties. The United Kingdom will continue to encourage deeper
cooperation on economic issues and will work with the parties, and our international
partners, to push for the re-establishment of formal Israeli-Palestinian mechanisms
such as the Joint Economic Committee and its subcommittees.

Following the eclections held in Israel on 24 March, we look forward to
working with a new Isracli Government when it is formed. We also strongly support
the forthcoming elections in the occupied Palestinian territories. Palestinian voters
deserve free, fair and inclusive elections. The Government of Israel must help
facilitate those elections in line with the Oslo Accords; that means allowing voting
to take place in East Jerusalem. The recent disruption of meetings in East Jerusalem,
and the arrest of candidates, is unacceptable and must stop.

We have been watching recent events on the Temple Mount/Haram al-Sharif
very closely. We recognize that Jerusalem holds huge significance and holiness for
Jews, Muslims and Christians. We reiterate the fundamental necessity of maintaining
the status quo at the holy sites, in particular the Temple Mount/Haram al-Sharif. We
continue to value Jordan’s important role as custodian of the holy sites and remain
fully supportive of its efforts to maintain calm; we expect all parties to support
Jordanian efforts.

Unilateral actions that inflame tensions run counter to the atmosphere of trust
that we all need to redouble our efforts to build.

Illegal Israeli settlement-building remains the biggest physical threat to the
two-State solution. Plans by Israel to advance settlements in Har Homa, in south-
east Jerusalem, north of Bethlehem, risk causing further damage to the prospects for
a viable Palestinian State with its capital in East Jerusalem. We call on Israel not to
advance those plans.

Demolitions of Palestinian buildings and evictions of Palestinians from
their homes — across the West Bank, but in particular in East Jerusalem — have a
similar detrimental impact on the physical character of a future Palestinian State.
The Special Coordinator rightly draws our attention to threats facing Palestinians in
Silwan, Al-Walaja and Sheikh Jarrah. In the latter, some 30 people face being evicted
from 2 May.

Incitement, antisemitism and acts of terrorism are utterly unacceptable, and
the United Kingdom is swift and clear in its condemnation of any such acts.

As we have heard, daily violence has continued throughout the reporting
period. We share the concerns expressed by United Nations experts last week about
the rising levels of settler violence across the West Bank. We also remain concerned
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by accusations of excessive use of force. In all instances where there are accusations
of excessive use of force, we advocate swift and transparent investigations.

The United Kingdom will continue to pursue a negotiated, sustainable solution
to this long-standing conflict. It is our firm belief that the contours of such a solution
remain: a negotiated two-State solution, leading to a safe and secure Israel living
alongside a viable and sovereign Palestinian State, based on the 1967 borders with
agreed land swaps, with Jerusalem as the shared capital of both States.
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Statement by the Political Coordinator of the United States of
America to the United Nations, Rodney Hunter

I wish to thank you, Mr. President, and the other members of the Council for
bearing with us as we have dealt with some technical issues this morning. I also
thank once again Special Coordinator Tor Wennesland and Acting Director Rein
Paulsen for their briefings today. They were very useful for us in understanding what
is going on.

This Administration has been very clear about the United States’ commitment
toadvancing anegotiated two-State solution in which Israel lives in peace and security
alongside a viable Palestinian State. We have also been clear about our desire to re-
engage with the Palestinians and to restore United States assistance programmes
that support economic development and humanitarian aid for the Palestinian people.

On 7 April, the United States announced the resumption of economic,
development and humanitarian assistance for the Palestinian people totalling $235
million. That includes $75 million in economic and development assistance and
$10 million for peacebuilding programmes in the West Bank and Gaza — both
through the United States Agency for International Development. It also includes
$150 million in humanitarian assistance for the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA); that is in addition to the
$15 million in humanitarian assistance that we announced in March. We are also
resuming vital security assistance programmes. Taken together, that $250 million
commitment is a meaningful one.

Our economic assistance includes support for small and medium-size
enterprises’ recovering from the effects of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19); it
includes support for households to access basic human needs such as food and clean
water, and also includes assistance for Palestinian civil society.

The United States is also resuming support for UNRWA services to ensure
that humanitarian aid, including critical COVID-19 assistance, reaches Palestinians
in Lebanon, Jordan, Syria and the West Bank and Gaza. UNRWA is a lifeline for
millions of Palestinians, and we are committed to serving as a strong partner to the
Agency so that it may provide the most effective and efficient assistance possible.

We must recognize, however, that the resumption of United States contributions
is not a silver bullet with respect to the Agency’s funding crisis. As the Council
knows, global humanitarian needs far exceed available resources. The United States
remains the single largest humanitarian donor globally, and we are very proud of
that. However, burden-sharing is not an option; it is a necessity. We call on other
partners to step up their funding to the Agency as well.

The United States will also reengage with UNRWA, its donors, host countries
and other Member States to address the long-standing challenges that UNRWA
has faced over the years. The resumption of United States financial support for
UNRWA is the first step — not the last — in our engagement with the Agency on
critical reforms.

We are committed to working with UNRWA to uphold its neutrality, including
zero tolerance for racism, discrimination and anti-Semitism. We will work bilaterally
with the Agency, and multilaterally with partners, to improve its transparency,
accountability, internal governance and oversight, and its sustainability. It is critical
that the Security Council and other international donors also work with partners to
amplify efforts toward meaningful reforms and financial sustaina