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  Identical letters dated 5 April 2018 from the Permanent 

Representative of Kuwait to the United Nations addressed to the 

Secretary-General and the President of the Security Council 
 

 

 I have the honour to submit for your consideration an informal paper prepared 

by the Permanent Mission of the State of Kuwait to the United Nations (see annex). 

It contains a summary of the views and proposals put forward by participants in the 

open debate held under the Kuwaiti presidency of the Security Council on 6 February 

2018. The subject was implementation of the note by the President of the Security 

Council (S/2006/507) concerning the working methods of the Security Council.  

 I should like to take this opportunity to express the profound appreciation of the 

State of Kuwait to the Member States for their participation in and contribution to the 

debate, and to the members of the Council who gave expression to the Council ’s 

determination to take on more direct responsibility for implementation of previously 

agreed-on decisions concerning the Council’s working methods and the development 

of best practices. 

 The State of Kuwait, in its capacity as Chair of the Security Council Informal 

Working Group on Documentation and Other Procedural Questions, attaches great 

importance to the role played by the members of the Council in enhancing the work 

of the Council. That is why we chose to hold this open debate on this topic for the 

first time since July 2016. We wanted to give all Member States an opportunity to 

express their views on the Council’s working methods and put forward their proposals 

to improve them, with a view to working together to develop those working methods 

and further improve upon the tireless efforts that have been made in the past.  

 I should be grateful if this letter and its annex could be circulated as a document 

of the General Assembly under agenda item 120, and of the Security Council.  

 

 

(Signed) Mansour Ayyad Alotaibi 

Permanent Representative of the State of Kuwait 

to the United Nations 
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  Annex to the identical letters dated 5 April 2018 from the 

Permanent Representative of Kuwait to the United Nations 

addressed to the Secretary-General and the President of the 

Security Council 
 

 

  Summary of the views and proposals put forward by participants 

in the open debate held under the Kuwaiti presidency of the 

Security Council on 6 February 2018 on implementation of the 

note by the President of the Security Council (S/2006/507) 

concerning the working methods of the Security Council 
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 I. Introduction 
 

 

 During the open debate on the working methods of Security Council held on 

6 February 2018 under the presidency of the State of Kuwait, the representatives of 

most of the States participating in the meeting stressed the need to discuss the topic 

and the importance of improving the Council’s working methods and decision-

making process. They said that they would continue to regard the note by the 

President of the Security Council (S/2017/507) as the basis for a road map, as it gave 

a general overview of the practices and working methods that had been discussed to 

that point. The importance they attached to the topic was demonstrated by the number 

of participants in the meeting, which included 57 speakers on behalf of 78 Member 

States or observer States of the United Nations.  

 The Executive Director of Security Council Report said that the adoption of the 

note of the President (S/2017/507) the previous year had been an important gain for 

strengthening transparency and effectiveness. Important steps forward included 

inviting newly elected members to earlier observation of Council meetings and the 

commitment to earlier designation of the chairs of subsidiary bodies, allowing for a 

more effective handover of responsibilities. He expressed his concern regarding the 

pen holder system, which had the effect of closing down space for initiatives of 

elected members. Three permanent members remained pen holders for a majority of 

items on the Council’s agenda. He said that there should be greater transparency in 

the consultation process, and that consultations of the whole should give all Council 

members a reasonable amount of time to review all draft documents. He stressed that 

the quality of negotiations on Council documents significantly affected the Council ’s 

effectiveness. He believed that the revised Note 507 addressed that issue. It was a 

valuable codification of existing agreements on Council practice. He commended the 

role played by elected members and the wider membership in enhancing the work of 

the Council. 

 Most States agreed with the call for the Council’s work to be guided by the 

principles of transparency, inclusiveness, accountability and efficiency. The 

representative of Colombia said that more active participation by non-members of the 

Council, their inclusion in the formulation of resolutions, the holding of more Council 

meetings, greater publicity for its meetings and instances of greater transparency with 

respect to the activities and documents of the Council, inter alia, had democratized 

the Council’s work and made it and its impact more efficient.  

 Germany, in its capacity as Vice-Chair of the Peacebuilding Commission, said 

that links should be strengthened between the Council and the Commission to enhance 

the ability of the United Nations to move more seamlessly from crisis response to 

long-term peacebuilding. That could be done by enhancing the Commission’s 

advisory role. He proposed to regularly invite the Chair of the Peacebuilding 

Commission and the country-specific configurations to participate in public Security 

Council meetings. 

 

 

  Improvements 
 

 

 Member States commended recent improvements in the Council’s working 

methods. The representative of Singapore said that the steady increase in the number 

of public meetings since 2013 had contributed to significant progress in transparency 

in recent years. Most of the representatives of the Council’s non-permanent members, 

including Peru, Poland, Kazakhstan and Côte d’Ivoire, expressed approval for holding 

Council elections early, thus allowing elected members to observe closed meetings of 

the Security Council. Switzerland, speaking on behalf of the Accountabili ty, 

https://undocs.org/S/2017/507
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Coherence and Transparency Group, said that the progress achieved over the years 

had been slow and implementation of what had been agreed upon had been uneven.  

 

 

 II. The agenda of the Council 
 

 

 The representative of Maldives said that one area where more work could be 

done was in enhancing the focus of the Council on the emerging realities of conflict 

in the world, including non-traditional threats to security such as extreme poverty, a 

shortage of resources, climate change and violent extremism. The representative of 

Turkey said that better coordination of the Security Council with the General 

Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and the Secretariat, as well as with the 

Peacebuilding Commission, was crucial. The representative of Indonesia said t hat 

greater drawing by the Council on the Peacebuilding Commission’s expertise, as well 

as improved collaboration with the General Assembly and the Economic and Social 

Council, particularly as conflicts become more complex and multidimensional, would 

only enable the Council to develop more comprehensive solutions.  

 The representative of China said that there had been a palpable increase in the 

number of open debates of the Council, and that coordination among the Council, the 

General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and other United Nations 

entities had been strengthened. The Charter contained clear provisions on the 

responsibilities of the Council. The Council must focus its resources and energy on 

addressing major and urgent issues concerning international peace and security and 

improve the impact of its action. The representative of the Russian Federation said 

that his country had serious reservations about the practice of considering thematic 

subjects in the Council, especially those that came under the remit of the General 

Assembly, the Economic and Social Council or other United Nations bodies under the 

Charter, which he believed violated the established division of labour and distracted 

the Security Council from its priority tasks.  

 The representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia said that his country was 

concerned about efforts to include items on the Council’s agenda that were better 

suited to the mandate of other bodies in the United Nations system. The representative 

of Ethiopia said that the Council’s agenda included several items that continued to be 

discussed even though there were no new developments in them to speak of. The 

Council should consider what it could do to streamline its work and prioritize issues 

that required the Council’s urgent attention and response. The representative of Peru 

said that when proposing consideration of an urgent item or other business, it would 

be good practice for interested delegations to provide information on the specific 

issues they proposed for discussion. 

 The representative of France said that the Security Council must be able to adapt 

its methods and functioning to changes in its environment so that it could focus on 

the crises that were disturbing the international order. The representative of Egypt 

said that given the complicated nature of conflicts on the Security Council ’s agenda, 

there was a need for comprehensive approaches that took into consideration the 

different dimensions of the conflicts throughout their different stages. The 

representative of the Netherlands said that the principle of prevention was a key tool 

to better understand the situation on the ground and to help prevent conflicts from 

breaking out. The representative of Poland said that there was a need for a strategic 

overview and a prevention-oriented approach within the Council so that matters that 

threatened the maintenance of international peace and security could be identified 

early and addressed appropriately. The representative of Turkey said that efforts on 

conflict prevention, including through mediation efforts, could be enhanced by the 

Council making the best use of the tools at its disposal to prevent conflict in an 



A/72/849 

S/2018/399 
 

 

18-07176 6/15 

 

informed manner. The representative of the United States said that human rights 

reporting and monitoring gave the Council improved situational analysis and early-

warning capabilities, both of which would be needed if the Council was going to 

improve its track record in preventing conflict.  

 

 

 III. Meetings 
 

 

 A. Participation 
 

 

 Several States, including Finland, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Sweden and 

the United Kingdom, called for more briefings and collaborations with civil society, 

including women, youth, non-governmental organizations, human rights defenders 

and humanitarian experts. The representative of Belgium said that persons in a 

position to alert the Council to mass atrocities, such as the Special Advisers on the 

Prevention of Genocide and on the Responsibility to Protect, should be allowed to 

present briefings during Security Council meetings. The representative of Bangladesh 

commended the Council for giving a hearing to the narratives of victims of armed 

conflicts, which enhanced the Council’s human face. The representative of the United 

States said that the Council could also make better use of its video teleconferencing 

capabilities to hear directly from affected people.  

 The representative of Australia said that Council members should engage 

regularly with the broader United Nations membership through briefings, includin g 

with regional groups and outreach to affected countries. The representative of 

Lebanon said that non-Council members should be allowed to participate in the closed 

sessions of the Council when they themselves were involved. The representative of 

Cuba said that the Security Council should do away with exclusive practices to ensure 

that there was genuine participation and democratization in its work and decision-

making. The representative of France said that the Council must do better to enforce 

time limits on interventions, in particular in open debates, and ensure that they were 

operational in nature. 

 

 

 B. Format 
 

 

 The representative of Switzerland, speaking on behalf of the Accountability, 

Coherence and Transparency (ACT) group, said that Council members should hold 

open meetings whenever possible, in order to increase transparency and cooperation 

among themselves and with the wider United Nations membership, United Nations 

agencies and civil society representatives who could provide useful advice to the  

Council. 

 The representative of Australia said that the Council should make greater use of 

public meetings, open debates, Arria Formula meetings and monthly wrap -up 

sessions. The representative of Pakistan said that the Council should enhance its 

engagement with the wider United Nations membership by increasing the number and 

proportion of open meetings, which would ensure effective and active participation 

by non-member States. The representative of Turkey said that the Council should 

increase the number of briefings and decrease the number of closed meetings. The 

representative of Venezuela said that public Council meetings should be the rule 

rather than the exception. 

 The representative of Italy said that the Council should make more regular use 

of informal meetings, to allow all States to receive necessary information prior to 

deliberations. The representative of France said that the Council created redundancy 

when public briefings were followed by closed consultations. The representative of 
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the Russian Federation said that the formats for considering regional situations should 

be guided not by national preferences but by the real state of affairs in hotspots.  

 

 

 C. Open meetings 
 

 

 The representative of Sweden said that open debates were a means of facili tating 

genuine dialogue between the Council and the broader membership, and proposed 

allowing only the broader membership speak to members of the Council. The 

representative of Portugal said that the Council should be enabled to postpone the 

adoption of the outcomes of open debates in order to take into consideration the 

contributions of those participating in the debates. The representative of Japan 

encouraged the President to be present until the end of the open debate to listen to the 

views of the wider membership. Presidential summaries could also be useful.  

 The representative of the United States said that the Council could establish an 

annual open debate for non-governmental organizations (NGOs) engaged in 

mediation and conflict analysis to ensure that the Council was aware of best practices. 

The representative of Costa Rica said that open debates should be used as platforms 

for the perspectives of representatives of civil society, especially women, and others 

who had a legitimate interest in the Council’s decisions or were affected by them. 

 

 

 D. Closed meetings and informal debates 
 

 

 The representative of Ethiopia said that the Council must strike the right balance 

between enhancing transparency on the one hand and holding candid behind -the-

scenes consultations on the other. The representative of France said that during 

consultations, discussions must be direct, interactive and informal. The representative 

of Sweden called for a minimum outcome from all consultations in the form of agreed 

messages to the wider membership and the media. The representative of Singapore 

said that more should be done to regularly involve concerned States or regional bodies 

in informal consultations on issues and decisions that impact them. The representative 

of Uruguay said that closed consultations should be restricted to cases where it was 

necessary to deal with sensitive issues or which required further debate or interaction 

among the 15 Council members. 

 

 

 E. Wrap-up meetings and Toledo-formula meetings 
 

 

 There was a consensus among many participants in the meeting on the principle 

of increasing the number of monthly wrap-up sessions held by the President of the 

Council. Such a course of action would increase the flow of essential information, 

thereby helping Member States expand their understanding of the Council’s positions. 

 

 

 F. Arria-formula meetings and informal interactive dialogues 
 

 

 A large number of States commended the effectiveness of informal Arria -

formula meetings. The representative of France said that the Council should continue 

to benefit from them. A number of States, including Hungary, Chile and Maldives 

called for an increase in the number of Arria-formula meetings. The representative of 

the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela said that such meetings should be governed by 

a regulatory body so as to avoid excesses being committed to the detriment of the 

purposes and principles of the Charter. 
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 IV. The decision-making process (Security Council resolutions 
and presidential statements) 
 

 

 A number of States, including China, Chile, Egypt, the Russian Federation and 

Saudi Arabia felt that all members of the Council should participate equally in the 

negotiation process for draft resolutions. The representatives of Equatorial Guinea, 

Kuwait, Lebanon and New Zealand said that resolutions should reflect the views 

expressed by Member States as a whole, and in particular the States directly 

concerned or particularly affected. The representative of Poland stressed the need to 

ensure that the Council’s outcomes were connected to applicable international law. 

 Several States, including China, Japan and Kazakhstan, called for Council 

members to be given sufficient time to study draft resolutions and presidential 

statements. The representatives of Egypt and Costa Rica said that Council members 

should be given sufficient time to consider proposals, and that they should be allowed 

to request that the silence period be extended or, failing that, to break the silence when 

deemed necessary. The representative of Turkey said that the wider membership 

should have timely access to draft resolutions and presidential statements.  

 The representative of Pakistan said that the Council should periodically review 

the implementation of its own resolutions, especially on long-standing issues. She 

called on the Council to make sure to exhaust all available choices before mandating 

actions under Chapter VII. The representative of Brazil said that the Council should 

draw inspiration from the relevant peacekeeping and sanctions regimes in order to 

ensure the inclusion of sunset clauses, provide adequate reporting periods and 

establish panels of experts to monitor their implementation, with a view to ensuring 

that the very persons whose protection was being invoked were not harmed in the 

exceptional circumstances in which it authorized military interventions. The 

representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran said that the Council should elaborate 

on the circumstances under which it adopts the various outcomes, be they resolutions, 

presidential statements, press statements or other elements for the press.  

 

 

 A. Responsibility for drafting 
 

 

 The representatives of a large number of Member States, including Belgium, the 

Plurinational State of Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, 

Finland, Germany, Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Peru, the Russian Federation, 

Singapore, Sweden and Switzerland (speaking on behalf of the Accountability, 

Coherence and Transparency Group), expressed the wish for pen holder and co -pen 

holder responsibilities to be distributed between permanent members and elected 

members. The representative of the Russian Federation said that the task of drafting 

was an additional responsibility, and those carrying out that function had to act 

impartially and respectfully, and keep constant track of events in the countries 

concerned in order to prevent the deterioration of situations and the emergence of so -

called forgotten crises. 

 The representative of Costa Rica said that the Council should hold formalized 

consultations among all members of the Council when making decisions on the 

distribution of pen holder responsibilities. The representative of Peru said that use 

should be made of the views of the chairs of various subsidiary bodies, as appropriate. 

The representative of Japan said that the chairs of sanctions committees might be in 

a position to contribute more on the drafting of sanctions-related resolutions, and that 

countries that contributed troops to peacekeeping forces might be able to contribute 

to consultations on mandate renewals for peacekeeping missions.  
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 B. The veto 
 

 

 A number of speakers, including Australia, Costa Rica, Liechtenstein, Mexico 

and Switzerland, declared their support for the Accountability, Coherence and 

Transparency Group code of conduct regarding the veto in crises that might rise to 

the level of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. Other States, 

including Bangladesh, Equatorial Guinea, Indonesia, Kuwait, Maldives and Ukraine 

declared their support for the French-Mexican initiative on suspending the use of the 

veto in cases of mass atrocities. The representative of the Russian Federation said that 

the right of the permanent members to use the veto did not come under the category 

of the Council’s working methods. It was not a privilege but an instrument pledging 

and guaranteeing the Council’s ability to reach balanced decisions. The representative 

of Cuba said that the veto must be eliminated as soon as possible.  

 The representative of Equatorial Guinea called on the Council to re-evaluate the 

question of the veto with a view to evolving more inclusive and democratic decision -

making measures. The representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia said better 

outcomes could be achieved and more humanitarian tragedies prevented  if the tools 

at the Council’s disposal were utilized much earlier, without resort to the veto as an 

instrument for advancing national interests.  

 

 

 V. Subsidiary bodies 
 

 

 The representative of Equatorial Guinea expressed support for efforts to make 

the work of subsidiary bodies more streamlined and coordinated, since a better 

understanding of the work of the subsidiary bodies would contribute to better and 

more effective implementation of the Council’s decisions. He added that there were 

reasons to improve coordination among the subsidiary bodies, especially those that 

dealt with related issues or had a similar geographical scope. The representative of 

the Islamic Republic of Iran said that the establishment of subsidiary organs, 

mechanisms or formats by the Council should be in accordance with the letter and the 

spirit of the Charter of the United Nations. The representative of Turkey said that 

greater transparency was necessary in the functioning of the Security Council 

subsidiary organs, which should be encouraged to further interact with the United 

Nations membership. The representative of Pakistan said that elected members should 

have more equitable representation on subsidiary organs.  

 The Representative of Portugal said that the Council should make better use of 

its subsidiary bodies, such as the sanctions committees and the working groups, to 

ensure that it captured early signs of emerging threats to peace and security. The 

representative of Chile said that the work of the various subsidiary bodies should be 

consolidated and that the reports of the groups of experts of sanctions committees 

should be considered when structuring outcome documents, in particular, with regard 

to mission transfers. The representatives of Algeria and Turkey both said that gr eater 

transparency was necessary in the functioning of the Security Council subsidiary 

organs, and that they should be enabled to provide adequate and timely information 

on their activities to the general membership. The representative of Kazakhstan said 

that the joint consultations of subsidiary bodies should continue as a regular practice 

of the Council. The representative of the Netherlands said that the role of the Military 

Staff Committee should be strengthened, and that a more proactive and intensified 

dialogue was needed between elected and permanent members.  
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 A. Chairs of subsidiary bodies 
 

 

 The representatives of Costa Rica, Guatemala and Kuwait called for the 

appointment of chairs of subsidiary bodies through informal consultations conducted 

in a balanced, transparent, proactive and inclusive manner. The representative of 

Sweden said that both permanent and elected members should serve as chairs of the 

subsidiary bodies and have an equal say in the selection of those chairs. The 

representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, said that during the selection 

process for chairs of subsidiary bodies, at least one informal meeting of the Informal 

Working Group should be held. The representative of Bahrain said that chairs of 

subsidiary bodies — including Chairs of the sanctions committees — should present 

informal periodic briefings to all Member States on their activities, specifying when 

and where such meetings would take place. 

 

 

 B. Sanctions committees and panels of experts 
 

 

 A number of States, including Switzerland (speaking on behalf of the 

Accountability, Coherence and Transparency Group), Belgium, Finland and Peru, 

said that the sanctions enforcement process should be conducted in accordance with 

legal procedures and the rule of law. The representatives of the Plurinational State of 

Bolivia, Finland and India called for greater transparency in the working methods and 

decisions of sanctions committees. The representatives of Argentina, India and 

Finland said that ombudspersons should be created for other sanctions committees. 

The representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia said that periodic reviews 

should be conducted to determine whether the sanctions were effective and if they 

were hurting local populations. The representative of Guatemala said that it was 

necessary to ensure that the selection and appointment processes for the various 

groups of experts were more transparent and balanced. The representative of Australia 

said that it was imperative that the broader membership should be engaged 

appropriately in Council deliberations in the field of sanctions. The representative of 

Egypt, said that it was important to form a genuine partnership among the Security 

Council, Member States and stakeholders. 

 

 

 VI. Communication with non-Council members, other 
United Nations bodies and other parties 
 

 

 The representative of Brazil said that communications issued under Article 51 

of the Charter of the United Nations should be more easily available, so that 

non-members of the Council could have easier access to them on the Council’s 

website. The representative of Mexico said that the Council should review and modify 

its working methods in order to lend transparency to the way in which it responded 

to the letters addressed to it that invoked the inherent right of self-defence under 

Article 51 of the Charter. The representative of Thailand said that the Council 

members should share information, developments and outcomes with the wider 

membership of the United Nations, the public, non-governmental organizations and 

civil society, as appropriate, through frequent debriefing sessions.  

 

 

 A. Interaction within the Council 
 

 

 The representatives of a number of States called for debates among Council 

members to be more transparent and inclusive, saying that information should be 

available to the wider membership, so that it could take part in discussions on issues 
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under consideration. The representative of Switzerland, speaking on behalf of the 

Accountability, Coherence and Transparency Group, said that non-permanent 

members should be fully involved in the Council’s business. The representative of 

Finland said that non-permanent members should be given an equal chance to 

participate. 

 

 

 B. Interaction with non-Council members 
 

 

 The representatives of a number of States, including Azerbaijan, China, Finland, 

the Russian Federation, Sweden and Uruguay, said that the Council should increase 

its interaction and coordination with the wider United Nations membership. The 

representative of Sweden said that the Council and its members needed to talk with 

countries, and not only about them. A number of States, including Brazil, China, Italy 

and South Africa, said that the Council should engage in consultations in a timely 

fashion, and step up its interaction with interested, concerned and affected States. The 

representative of Slovakia said that efforts aimed at enhancing the openness of the 

work of the Security Council, including the work of its subsidiary bodies, should 

continue, and that interactive dialogue should take place between the Council and 

other Member States. The representative of Bangladesh said that information should 

be shared in a transparent manner on actions taken against Member States that had 

reportedly violated the Council’s own sanctions regime, particularly in cases of arms 

transfers. The representative of Norway said that there needed to be a balance between 

gaining the support of the wider United Nations membership and enabling the Council 

to take prompt and effective action to maintain international peace and security. The 

representative of the Russian Federation said transparency should not become an 

obstacle to frank and substantive discussions among Council members.  

 

 

 C. Interaction with troop- and police-contributing countries 
 

 

 A large number of speakers welcomed the dialogue between the Council and 

countries contributing to peacekeeping forces. The representatives of the number of 

countries, including Brazil, Egypt, Côte d’Ivoire, Indonesia and Singapore, said that 

the Council should improve and enhance interaction with troop- and police-

contributing countries within the context of discussions on peacekeeping. The 

representatives of China and the Netherlands said that there should be more 

interactive and focused consultations with troop- and police-contributing countries 

and other stakeholders in the meetings of the Working Group on Peacekeeping 

Operations. The representatives of some countries, including China, Egypt, Ethiopia, 

Indonesia, Italy, Pakistan and Singapore, said that the Council should weigh the views 

and concerns of troop-contributing countries during mission deployment and mandate 

renewals and adjustments. The representatives of Belgium and Uruguay said that the 

Council should increase the practice of tripartite dialogues among troop-contributing 

countries, the Security Council and the Secretariat. The representative of Guatemala 

said that consultations among the Security Council, the Secretariat and the troop - and 

police-contributing countries were of great importance when peacekeeping operations 

transitioned to special political missions and in the eventual modification of their 

mandates. 

 

 

 D. Interaction with regional organizations 
 

 

 The representative of Ethiopia said that the Council should institutionalize th e 

practice of bringing in briefers from regional organizations. The representative of 

Costa Rica said that best practices in the Council’s relations with regional bodies 
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should be institutionalized. Representatives of a number of countries, including 

Algeria, Bahrain, Belgium, China, Egypt and Turkey said that interaction and 

coordination efforts with regional and subregional organizations should be stepped 

up. The representative of South Africa said that the Council should avoid a practice 

where the Council was selective in its approach and relationships with regional bodies 

were merely utilized in times of political convenience. The representative of Pakistan 

said that the Council should rely more on the instrument of diplomacy and pacific 

settlement of disputes under Chapter VI of the Charter. Better utilization of regional 

and subregional organizations in accordance with Chapter VIII of the Charter would 

also help. The representative of Côte d’Ivoire said that Security Council field 

missions to conflict areas allowed the Council to better grasp the real problems being 

experienced in the countries visited and to come into contact with all concerned 

stakeholders and promote dialogue between them in order to help them emerge from 

crisis. The representatives of Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, the Netherlands and South 

Africa said that the Council should increase coordination and cooperation with the 

Peace and Security Council of the African Union.  

 

 

 E. Interaction with the General Assembly and the Economic and 

Social Council 
 

 

 A number of States, including Argentina and the Islamic Republic of Iran, said 

that the Council should not encroach on the functions of other organs, such as the 

General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council. The representative of 

Lebanon said that the relationship between the Council and the General Assembly 

should not be considered only in the context of encroachment, but rather in the 

framework of shared responsibility. The representatives of a large number of States, 

including the Plurinational State of Bolivia, Bahrain, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, 

Estonia, Indonesia and Portugal, said that the Council should review and improve its 

relations, communication, cooperation and coordination with the General Assembly, 

the Economic and Social Council, and other United Nations bodies. The 

representative of Maldives said that there should be increased information-sharing 

with the general membership with regard to the discussions and deliberations of 

meetings of Presidents of the Council, the General Assembly and the Economic and 

Social Council. The representatives of the Islamic Republic of Iran and Algeria said 

that the Council should fully take into account the recommendations of the General 

Assembly on matters relating to international peace and security, consistent with 

Article 11, paragraph 2, of the Charter.  

 

 

 F. Interaction with the Peacebuilding Commission 
 

 

 The representatives of a large number of states, including Belgium, Germany, 

Guatemala, Indonesia, Italy, Turkey, Slovakia, South Africa and Sweden, said that the 

relationship between the Council and the Peacebuilding Commission should be more 

strategic. The representatives of Brazil, Germany and Portugal said that the chairs of 

the Peacebuilding Commission and the country-specific configurations should be 

invited regularly to participate in public Security Council meetings. The 

representative of Portugal said that the Council could invite the chair of a country -

specific configuration of the Commission to participate in closed consul tations 

following a visit by the Commission to the country concerned. The representative of 

Brazil said that the Secretariat should make the proper arrangements to allow Special 

Representatives of the Secretary-General and Special Envoys to brief the 

Peacebuilding Commission’s country-specific configurations prior to Security 

Council meetings so that the Commission could fully play its advisory role. The 
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representative of South Africa said that the Council could do more to draw on the 

expertise of the Peacebuilding Commission, in particular during the renewal of 

mission mandates. The representative of Costa Rica said that best practices in 

relations between the Council and the Peacebuilding Commission should be 

institutionalized. 

 

 

 G. Interaction with the International Court of Justice and the 

International Criminal Court 
 

 

 The representative of Brazil said that the annual briefing by the President of the 

International Court of Justice should be public. The representatives of Hungary and 

Liechtenstein said that the Council should use its International Criminal Court referral 

powers with respect to the crime of aggression wisely with a view to ensuring 

accountability and justice where needed. The representative of the Netherlands said 

that cooperation should be stepped up with the mechanisms aimed at monitoring 

compliance with Council resolutions. 

 

 

 VII. Security Council missions 
 

 

 The representative of Equatorial Guinea said that there was a need for 

continuing discussions within the Council to develop and enhance provisions 

regarding Security Council missions, with a view to clearly defining mission planning 

and the decision-making process on deployment, the timeline for the submission of 

reports and the way in which they are crafted, and the decision-making process of the 

Council on a mission’s outcome. The representative of Bangladesh said that visits 

should be organized in a way that responded to the most urgent conflict and 

humanitarian situations under its consideration. The representative of Côte d ’Ivoire 

said that missions should be used to gather information, assess progress on the ground 

and take measures conducive to the implementation of peace agreements.  

 

 

 VIII. The annual report 
 

 

 The representatives of a number of States, including Colombia, Hungary and 

Lebanon said that the annual reports submitted by the Council to the General 

Assembly should be less descriptive and more analytical, and should assess the work 

of the Council, including the logic behind its decision-making. The representatives of 

Algeria, Cuba and Iran said that the Council should submit reports for consideration 

by the General Assembly, in accordance with Articles 15 and 24 of the Charter.  

 

 

 IX. The monthly assessment 
 

 

 The representatives of Algeria and Ukraine said that monthly assessments 

should be issued in a timely fashion and constituted a valuable source for preparing 

annual reports. The representatives of Algeria and Iran said that the Council should 

ensure that its monthly assessments were comprehensive and analytical. 

 

 

 X. Documentation 
 

 

 The representative of France said that it was essential to ensure systematic 

respect for multilingualism for all Council documents and meetings, including those 

of its subsidiary bodies. 
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 XI. Newly elected members of the Council 
 

 

 The representative of Finland said that it was essential to support incoming 

members in preparing for their tenure in a comprehensive and effective manner. The 

representative of Peru said that it was important to build on the practice of providing 

a three-month period to observe the consultations of the Council and receive the 

corresponding documents, and extend it to observing the process of negotiations on 

resolutions and presidential statements. 

 

 

 XII. Other matters 
 

 

 A. The process of appointing the Secretary-General 
 

 

 The representative of Estonia said that the interaction between the Security 

Council and the General Assembly needed to be improved to live up to the 

expectations and standards of the members of the Accountability, Coherence and 

Transparency Group. She believed that the use of colour-coded ballots during straw 

polling should be discouraged and that the equal rights and role of all Council 

members in the process should be upheld. She also called for regular public briefings 

by the Security Council on developments in the nomination process and for open 

communication with regard to straw poll results.  

 

 

 B. The Informal Working Group on Documentation and Other 

Procedural Questions 
 

 

 The representative of Argentina said that the Informal Working Group on 

Documentation and Other Procedural Questions should continue to work towards a 

single, comprehensive document, so as to consolidate and streamline all decisions on 

the working methods of the Council. 

 

 

 C. Working methods 
 

 

 The representatives of a large number of States, including Costa Rica, 

Equatorial Guinea, France, Germany, Guatemala, Hungary, Indonesia, Italy, 

Kazakhstan, Kuwait, the Netherlands, Pakistan, Poland, Slovakia, Switzerland (on 

behalf of the Accountability, Coherence and Transparency Group), Ukraine and the 

United Kingdom, said that the Council should work to implement the 

recommendations of the note by the President (S/2017/507). The representative of 

Brazil said that more attention should be devoted to the working methods of the 

Council as they related to the use of force, including communications issued under 

Article 51 of the Charter. The representatives of Bahrain and Norway said that open 

debates on the working methods of the Security Council should continue to be 

convened on a regular basis. The representatives of Algeria, Cuba, Equatorial Guinea, 

Lebanon, Singapore and South Africa said that the Council ’s provisional rules of 

procedure and working methods should become permanent. 

 

 

 D. The Secretariat 
 

 

 The representative of Poland said that the Council should fully utilize the 

potential of the Secretariat, including the Department of Political Affairs, for 

prevention activities, including by receiving briefings on situations that might 

escalate. The representatives of Ethiopia and Sweden said that reports of the 

https://undocs.org/S/2017/507
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Secretariat and briefings by special representatives should be more concise, timely, 

relevant and to the point, and should highlight the latest developments and draw 

attention to issues that might require a response or action on the part of the Council. 

The representative of the United Kingdom said that briefings from the Secretariat 

should be more comprehensive, effective and action-oriented, which could be done 

by promoting more interactivity in consultations and seeking outcomes from our 

meetings. The representative of Ethiopia said that communications from the 

Secretary-General on the appointment of special representatives and others should be 

more timely. The representative of Sweden said that briefings to the press should be 

enhanced and more frequent to broaden awareness of situations under discussion.  

 


