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L etter dated 6 January 2012 from the Secretary-Gener al
addressed to the President of the Security Council

| have the honour to convey a letter from the Chairperson of the African Union
Commission, His Excellency Jean Ping, requesting the transmittal of the
communiqué of the African Union Peace and Security Council dated 22 November
2011, and the report of the Chairperson of the Commission on the Operationalization
of the AU-led Regional Cooperation Initiative against the Lord’s Resistance Army
(see annex).

| would be grateful if you would bring the present letter and its annex to the
attention of the members of the Security Council.

(Signed) BAN Ki-moon
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Annex

Letter dated 9 December 2011 from the Chairperson of the African
Union Commission addressed to the Secretary-Gener al

| am writing to bring to your attention the communiqué adopted by the Peace
and Security Council of the African Union at its 299th meeting held on 22 November
2011, on the operationalization of the African Union-led Regional Cooperation
Initiative against the Lord’s Resistance Army (RCI-LRA) (see enclosure 1).

As you are aware, this communiqué is the result of a process launched by the
African Union following the special session on the consideration and resolution of
conflicts in Africa held in August 2009. Subsequently, the African Union undertook
extensive consultations with the countries affected by the criminal activities of LRA
and other stakeholders, including the United Nations in particular. 1 would like to
mention the two regional consultative meetings held in Bangui and Addis Ababa in
October 2010 and in June 2011, respectively.

The Initiative, authorized by the Peace and Security Council for an initial
period of six months, aims at strengthening the operational capabilities of the
countries affected by the atrocities of LRA, creating an environment conducive to
the stabilization of the affected areas and facilitating the delivery of humanitarian
aid to affected areas. The Commission is currently in close consultation with the
affected countries, taking the necessary measures for the operationalization of the
different components of RCI-LRA. | have also appointed a Special Envoy, in the
person of Mr. Francisco Madeira, who is currently the African Union Special
Representative for Counter-Terrorism Cooperation.

The African Union is planning to convene shortly a meeting with key partners,
including the United Nations, to discuss how best they could support the African
Union-led initiative, which provides a unique framework to foster regional
cooperation in the fight against LRA. | have no doubt that we can count on the
support of the United Nations in order to bring to an end the criminal activities of
LRA, which have resulted in a serious humanitarian crisis and constitute a threat to
regional security and stability. Let me seize this opportunity to express our gratitude
to the Security Council for its sustained attention to the issue of LRA and the
support it has extended to the African Union-led initiative on LRA.

| would be grateful if you could circulate the present letter, the communiqué
(enclosure 1) and the report (enclosure 2) to the members of the Security Council as
a document of the Security Council.

(Signed) Jean Ping

12-20324



S/2012/12

Enclosure 1
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Communiqué

The Peace and Security Gouncil of the African Unlan [&l)}, t it 209™ meeting held on
77 Mavember 2011, adopted the following decizlon on the operationalizetion of the AL-led
Reglonal Cooperation  Initistive  against  the Lord's  Resistance  Army {LRA):

Councll,

1 Takes note of the report of the Chairperson of the Commission on the
operationalization of the AU-led Reglonal Cooperation Initlative apainst the Lord's
Resistance Army [FSC/PRACCHOVIE]] Council also takes note of the statements mada by
the representatives of affected countries, the Economic Community of Central African
States (FCCAS), the Eurapean Unlon (EU) and the United Nations;

2, Recalls the relevant provisians of the Plan of Action adopted by the Speclal Session
of the Assembly of the Union on the consideration and Resolution of Conflicts [S9/
SSEMBLY,/PS/MAP|}], held in Tripoli, on 31 Awgust 2009, as well a:z decisions
Assembly/AL/Dec 294 (XV).2 and Assembly/Al/Dec 368 (Xv1I) adopted by the Assembly of
the Union at its 157 and 17" Ordinary Sessions, held respectively in Kampala, Uganda, from
25 ta 27 July 2010, and in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, from 30 lune to 1 July 2011 Council
also recalls Press Statement PSC/PR/BR (CCXCV) adopted at its 295" meeting, held 27
September 2011 Council further recalls the statements of the UN Security Council of 21 July
and 14 Movember 2011 refated to the LRA;

3 Expresses, once again, its deep concern about the continuation of the criminal
activities of the LRA and the resulting serious humanitarian conseguences, as well as zbout
the theeat that this situation poses to regional security and stabifiny;

i, commends the countries of the region for the cooperation they have developed
amongst themselves, as well as for their cooperation with the Commission in the
implementation of the relevant AL decislons on the LRA, particularly the convening of the
two ministerial meetings held In Bangui, Central African Republic, and in Addis Ababa,
Erhiopia, on 13 and 14 October 2010 and 8 June 2011, respectively;

L Decides, pursuant to the reguest of the Assembly of the Union, a5 contzined in
decislon Assembly/AL/Dec.363 (XVII), to authorize, as an AU initiative with the support of
the international community, the implementation of the Regional Cooperatien Initiative for
the Elimination of the LRA [RCI-LAA), as described in paragraphs 16 to 19 of the report of the
Chalrperson of the Commission, for an initial period of six () months, starting from the
adoption of the present decision, with the mandate, in conformity with the Conclusions of
the Addis Ababa regional ministerial meeting on the LRA, to:

| strengthen the operational capabilitles of the countries affected by the atrocities
af the LRA,
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ii  create an environment conducive to the stabilization of the affected areas, free

of LRA atrocities,

iii. Facilitate the delivery of humanitarian aid to affected areas.

f. Decides further, within the framework of the mandate outlined in parzgraph 5
above and in line with the Conclusions of the Bangui regional ministerial meeting, that the
gl-LRA shall, in particular, carry out the following tasks:

i

iii.

initizte and coordinate all political and strategic sctivities relating to the LRA with
the affected countries and ather stakeholders,

facilitzte operational coordination amongst the zffected countries in the fight
against the LRA,

support capacity building for the national units engaged in operations against the
LRA and, in this regard, interact with the International partners for them to
provide timeky and coordinated support to the affectad countries,

iv. encourage and facilitate joint patrols at the borders of the affected countries, as
wall as sharing of information,

v. encourage the improvement of communications in the areas affected by the LRA
activities, particularly through mabile telephones, radio coverage and basic
infrastructure repairfcanstruction,

vi. facilitate effective poychological operations to encourage defections from the
LRA, and the Implemeantation of strategies for dernabilization and reintegration
of ex-combatants into their communitles of origin,

vii  assist with the mobllization of adeguate and coordinated support for  the
affectzd populations and other groups in need,

wili. comtribute to the improvement and institutionalisation of clvil-military
roardination, including the provision, upen request, of escorts for humanitarian
CONVOYS,

ix  contribute to the mobilization of support for speedy recovery, as well as for
rehabilitation efforts in the areas affected by the activities of the LRA, and

x.  ensure the mainstreaming of the civilian protection in alf military and security

initiatives aimed at resolving the LRA problem;
7. Requests the Chairpersan of the Commission, in close consuitation with the

countries affected by the activities of the LRA, to take the necessary measures with a view
1o Facilitating, as appropriate, the establishment of the different components of the RCI-LRA,

namehy:

the loint Coordinating Mechanism {JCM), chaired by the AU Commissioner for
Feace and Security, and comprising the Ministers of Defense of the affected
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countries, 25 an od hec structure at the strategic level to coordinate the efforls
of the ALl and the affected coumtries, with the support of the international
partners,

i the Regionai Task Force (RTF), composed of units provided by the affected
countries, and whose total strength will be of 2 brigade size (5,000 troops], as
agreed at the Bangui minksterial meeting, znd

ii. the Headguarters of the RTF, including the Joint Operations Centre (JOC),
composed of officers seconded by the affected countrias;

& Weleames the measures taken by the Chairperson of the Commission for the
imminent appointment, pending the conclusion of his consultations regarding the selection
of @ substzntive Special Envoy, of an interim ALl Special Envoy for the LRA, to coordinate, in
close cooperation with 2Ffected countries, the overall strategy of the fight against the LRA;

] Appeals to all the Member States In a position to do s, &s well as to the AU
partners, to provide the necessary support ta the RC-LRA, particularly in lagistical, financial
and technical terms, so as ko facilitate the effective functioning of the different components
of the Initiztive, as well as to build the capacity of the armed and security forces of the
affected eountries. In thiz regard, Council welcomes the readiness expressed by some
internatiohal partners to assist the AU and the countries of the region. Councl] also notes
with satisfaction the declarations adopted by the UM Security Councll on the LRA issue and
calls upon the UN to establish a leglstics support module for the RCI-LRA, ncluding by
adjusting, If necessary, the mandates of the UN peacekeeping operstions in the region, so as
to enable them provide timely, greater and mare flexible support to the RC-LRA;

10. Decides, in line with the relevant AU instruments, to declare the LRA a terrorist
group, and requests the UN Security Councdl te do the same;

11, Commends the humanitarian agencies which are active on the ground for their
mabillzation and urges them to continue and intensify their actions in favour of the affected
populations;

17.  Stresses the need for the rehabilitation of the areas affected by LRA activities and
requests the Commission, in consultation with the United Mations and other appropriate
international institutions, particularly the African Development Bank (afDB} and the World
Bank, to contribute to the formulation of an appropriate strategy and the maobilization of
the necessary resources to this end;

13, Decides 1o remain actively selzed of the matter
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Enclosure 2

Report of the Chairperson of the Commission on the

Operationalization of the AU-led Regional Cooperation Initiative

against the Lord’s Resistance Army

. INTRODUCTION

1. Council may recall that, at its 205" mesling, held on 27 September 2011, it was
triefed by the Commissioner for Peace and Security on the acthities relating to the Al-led
regional cooperation initiative for the elimination of the Lord’s Resistance Army {LRA).
Councll, on its parl, fequested the Commistion to submit to it a report an the
impletmentation modalities of the main mechanisms provided for in the AU regional
cooperation inftiative, to enable it to authorize the envisaged operation, in accardance with
the relevant provisions of decision Assembly/AUfDec369 [OVIl) adopted by the 1r"
Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the Union, held in Malabo, Eguatorial Guinea, from 30
Juna to 1¥ July 2011

2 The present report is submitted in pursuance of the request contained in the press
statament of the 285™ meeting of Coungil It provides an ovendew of the steps taken so far
by the Commission pursuant to the relevant decisions of the AU policy organs, outlinas tha
implemantation modalities of the regional cooperation initiative and concludes with
ohservations on the way ferward

I, REGIONAL MINISTERIAL MEETINGS AND SUBSEQUENT FOLLOW-UP STEFS

3. In the Plan of Action adopted at its Special Session on the Consideratbon and
Rasolution of Conflicts in Africa [SP/ASSEMBLY/PS/MAP(I}), held in Tripol, Libya, on i
August 2009, the Assembly of the Union called upon the countries of the region to renew
thair efforts, Including mifitary action, to neutralize the LRA and bring to an end its atrocithes
and destabilizing 3ctivities in the Demoeratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Southern Sudan and
Central African Republic (CAR). As a follow up 1o the Tripoli Plan of Action, the 15™ Ordinary
Saselon of the Assembly of the Ualen, held in Kampala, Uganda, from 15 to 27 of July 2010,
requested the Commission, a5 soon as polsible, to organise action-orbented consultations
among the countries affected by the activities of the LRA and other interested parties, with
a view to facilitating @ coordinated reglonal action in the face of the threat posed by this
group [Cec. Awsembby/aLl/Dec 29803V} 2]

4. It was against this background that a regional ministerial meeting was conven ed by the
Commizsion in Bangul, CAR, from 13 to 14 October 2010 The meeting, which was chaired by
the Al Commissioner for Peace and Security, brought together all the countries affected,
namely, CAR, DRC, Sudan, including the then Govemement of South Sudan (GoSS), and
Uganda; it was also sttended by the relevant regional organizations, as well as by the United
Mations and other international partners. The conclusions adepted by the meeting provided
far action-oriented steps & number of sress: military and sacurity; humanitarian,
development and other related aspects; and h:e:na?_._ignal suppart and assistance. The
Panpui meating also requested the Chairperson of the Commission to appaint a Special
Envoy to coordinate the overall efforts on LRA znd facifitzte imternational engagement. s
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agreed on a fallow up mechanlsm, through the regular convening of meetings at ministeriy
level

5  Cn the margins of the 4" mesting of the Specizlizad Technical Committee on Defense,
Security and Safety (STCDGE], held in Addis Ababa, the Commission organized consultations
at expert level ameong the affected countries, on 5 December 2010, to exchange views on
the follow-up ta the Bangut Conclusions. The Commission subrmitted a draft concept note an
the way forward, which was finalized following further input from the affected countries

. Subsequ‘.ﬂ_rrt?',r, the Commissian dispatched a joint technical assessment mission [TARM}
including experts of the affected countries, to assess the situation on the ground. The
prission was undertaken from 16 March ta & April 2011 1t consuited with officials from each
of the countries affected by the LRA activities, visited proposed locations for the joint
Dperations Centre (JOC) and the Regional Task Force (ATF), and met with partpers o saek
their assessment of the sacurity and humanitarlan situation and garner support for the
initiative

7. The second regional ministerial mesting of the affected cduntries was held in Addis
Ababa on & June 2011, to examing the report af the joint TAM. The meeting considered and
adopted the report of the Chiefs of Defense Staff, who met earlier [t defined the strategic
end state of the envisaged operation as follews: "Eliminotion of the LRA, leading to the
creation of 0 secure ond stable environment In the offected countries” 1T agreed on the
varigus aspects of the regional cooperation initiative, namely the political process; the
mandating process; the end-state of the operation and its strategic objectives; the
components of the initiative, ie the Joint Coordination Mechanism (IEM], the RTF,
including the JOC, and the appointment of the Special Envoy The meeting also agraad nn
the core elements of the misslon support concept. Finally, the meeting constituted an
Integrated Core Planning Team (ICPTY, incuding officers from the Commission and the
affected countries, to provide a detalled mission plan covering all phases of the operation
The meeting agreed that the envisaged operation shall be an AL authorised misslon with
International support

1. DECISION OF THE MALABGC SUMMIT ON THE LRA ISSUE AND SUBSEQUENT
WEETING OF THE PEACE AND SECURITY COUNCIL

a4 In lifie with the Conclusions of the second regional ministerial meeting, 1 briefed the
17 Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the Wnion, in Malabo, in lune/luly 2011, on efforts
taken to operationalize the regional cooperation initialive on the LRA. The Assembly
welcomed the steps taken, expressed its full support to the Conclusions of the minizterial
meeting, and requested Councl swiftly to authorite the proposed operation in all it
components, including the RTF, the JOC and the JCM. It further requested the United
Nations and other AU partnars 10 support the inltiative, including threugh financial ang
Togistical suppors

g At its 205" meeting, Council congratulated the affected Member States for the
cooperation they have develaped among themnsalves, as well as for their collaboration with
the Commission, in implementing the relewant AU decisions on the LRA. Council also
commended the Commissien for the steps it has taken. Having expressed deep concern at
the continuing criminal acthdities of the LRA and itz devastating affacts on local populations,
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as well a5 on regional security and stability, Council stressed the need for the affected
countries to persevere in their efforts. As indicated above, it also requasted the Commlssaon
v submit 2o it a report on the implementztion modalities of the main methanism provided
farin the reglonal cooperation initiative, to enable it to authorize the envisaged operation

1. The 5™ annual meeting of the Natignal and Regional Focal Points of the African
Centre on the Study and Research on Terrorlsm, held in Algiers, from 307 October to 1%
Movermber 2011, also discussed the issue of the LRA. It highlighted the threat posed by the
LA, 1t shouid be reealied that, in Bangui, the regional ministerial meeting requested the
adoption of measures to declare LRA a terrorist group, in accordance with relevant Al
Instruments.

Iv. INTERACTION WITH THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

11 Since the onset of the regional cogperation initiative, the Commission has
endesvaurad ta mobilise support from the international community. The Eurepean Union
[EW) has been clasely associated with the Al efforts. Under the Early Response Mechanism
{Efna) of the African Peace Facility (APF), the EUf provided funding for the initial phase of the
implementation of the reglonal cocperation inithitive against the LRA

12.  The Commission participated In the meeting convenad In Washingten, on 27 June
2011, by the International Werking Group on LRA, which is chaired by the World Bank and
includes a number of International erganisations, Including the EU and the UN, a5 well a5 the
Inteenational Conference on the Great Lakes Region (CGLR]. The aim of the meeting was 1o
share information on the LRA, discuss progress made in addressing the problems posed, and
identify opportunities for cooperation and coordination

13 Furthermore, the Commission addressed the twe meetings of the Security Council
devoted to the issue of the LRA, on 21 Juby and 14 Movernber 2011, At its meeting of 21 July,
the Securlty Councll adopted a press statement in which its members, inter alig, strongly
condemned the ongoing attacks carrled out by the LRA; commended the imporant efforts
that are being undertaken by the militaries of CAR, DAC, the Republic of South Sudan and
Uganda, to address the threat posed by the LAA, and emphasized the importance of
sustained coordinated action by these Govemments; encouraged the UN Secratary-General
to provide support to the AU Commission, through the planning process for the
implementation of the relevant ALl decisions on the LRA; and requested the UN Office for
Central Africa (UNOCA), in collaboration with the UN Office 1o the AU (UNOAU), to engage
with the AL to facilitate cooperation between the UN and the African Linion on issues
related 1o countering the threats posed by the LRA. At its meeting of 14 Movember, the
Security Councll, inter aliao, encouraged the AU to implement s comprehensive Strategy to
tackle the threat posed by the LRA.

14 The Commissicn akso took part in the mesting of the 1CGLR held in Kigali, Rwanda, on
6 September 2011, The objective of the meeting was to share information on the activities
of the regative forces in the region, inchading LRA activities, and to develep joint operational
plans to enhance cooperation and unity of efforts within the reglon and beyond. The
mesting tock note of the AU initiative against the (R4, expressed the full suppof of the
ICGLR countries, snd emphasized the need for efective suppert by the international
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community. The meeting recommended that similar initiatives be facilitsted by the AU
against the other negatives forces in the Great Lakes reglon

i5 Finalty, the AU is also in regular contact with the US Government, notably throwgh
the US Mission to the AL In mid-Octeher 2011, the US Government anneunced that it has
sent a small number of military advisers to the region to assist the forces that are pursuing
the LaA and seeking to bring top commanders to justive. The US Government indicated that
these advisers, who will not engage LRA forces wnless necessary for self-defence, would
worl with regional partners and the AU in the field to strengthen information sharing,
enhanca coordination and plarming and improve the overall effectiveness of military
operations and the protection of civilians. This decision |5 one compofent of the US
comprehensive stestegy to address the LAA threat, In accordance with the LRA Disarmament
and Marthern Uganda Act signed in August 2011,

V. IMPLEMENTATION MODALITIES OF THE REGIONAL COOPERATION IMITIATIVE
AGAINST THE LRA

16 As stressad by the ministerial meetings, the regional cooperation initiative s almed at
implementing a comprahensive strategy to address, once and for all, the problems posed by
the criminal agtivithes of the LR&, In this context, and In light of the relevant AU decisions
and Conclusions of the two regional ministerisl meetings, it is praposed that the regonal
cooperation initiative against the LRA pursue the follwing cbjectives:

i strengthen the response capacity of the countries affected by the atrocities
af the LRA, In order to create inherént copabllities;

I create an enviroament conducive to the stabilization of the regien free of
LitA atracitios and inclusive of a political process within the framework of the
Juba Agreement, if and when duly signed; and

ik facilitate tha delivery of humanitarian assistance to the affected areas

17 Within the framework of the above-mentioned strategic objectives, the initiative will
carry cut the following ta shig:

i engape and coordinate all political and strategle activities with the affected
countries and other stakeholders;

i enhance political and military cohesion among the affected countries and
ensire sustzinable political commitment for the achievement of the set
objectives;

iii. suppert capacity-buliding for the national units engaged in the LRA
operations;

v, engage partner; for the delivery of timely and coardinated support, notably

equipment and logistics, training, mobilisation of resources, including, where
applicable, the regular payrment of wages;
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vii

wiil.

xi

il

18

engage with the UN Security Councl to secure, if need be, amendments to
the mandates of existing UM operations and facilitate the provision of
adequate rescurces, to enable them extend greater, more feexible and timely
support to the operations against the LRA;

encourzge and facilitate joint patrols at the borders of the affected countries,
s well as information sharing;

wiark with the UM operations on the ground to achieve effective cross-
mission coerdination and information sharing, as well 25 deplayment of more
resourcas to areas where civilizns are most af risk;

encourage the improvement of communications within the LRA-affected
areas, including threugh cell phones and radio coverage and repair/building
of basic infrastructures;

facilitate an effective psychological operation programme io encourfdge
defections from the LRA, as well as implementation of strategies for
demabilisation and community-based reintegration of ex-combatants;

assist i the mobilisation of adeguate and coordinated swpport to atfected
populations and other groups inneed;

contrtbute to the improvement and institutionalisation of civil-military
eaardination, including the provision of escort for humanktarian convoys on
request, and deployment of troops to facllitate access to wulnerable
communities;

contribute to the mobilisation of support for early recovery and rehabilitation
efforts in LRA affected areas; and

ensure the integration of civillan grotection in all military and security
initiztives to address the LRA problem

As agreed by the Ministers at their second meeting the comenand and control

structure of the regional cooperation initiative against the LA shall com prise the following
components In arder to execute the roles and tasks identified abowe:

the Jeint Coordination Mechanism — Chaired by the AL Commissioner far
Peace and Securlty, the M shall be composed of the MinEsters of Defense of
the affected countries. The JCM will act as an od hoo structure at strategic
level to coordinate the efforts of the AU and the countries affected, with the
support of the international partners. More specifically, the ICM shall
coardinate all political and strategic activities with the affected countries and
other stakeholders, enhance political and military cohesion, demonstrate
firm intert and regional ability to achieve the end state of the operation, and
conrdingte capacitybuilding for the operational units, with a view 1o
enhancing inter-operability and cocperation, The Secretariat of the JCM will

12-20324



S/2012/12

12-20324

e located in Bangui and will be coordinated by the AU Special Envoy for LRA,
whose task is to provide the overal] politicai and strategic coordination for
the operation;

i the Regional Task Force — The RTF shall comprise mationad contingents from
the affected countrics, with both tactical combat and sepport units deployed
under the operational command of the RTF Commander. The RTF shall have
_:hree sector Headguarters [HOs) located in Dunge [BRC), Nzara (South
Sudan}, and Obo (CAR). The ATF His shall comprise thirty officers and shall
be located In ¥Yambio, South Sudan. The key appointments for the RTF Hs
have been agreed upon. The RTE HOs shall have appreprizte civillan
expertise. It shall also designate four liaison officers in the Joint Intelligence
and Oparations Centre [N0C), based in Dungy;

i the laint Operations Centre — The [OC shall be 3 compenent of the RTF, and
be co-bocated with the RTF HOs, in Yambio, with a tatal staff complemant of
30 officers. Under the authority of the RTF Commander, it shall perform
integrated planning and monitaring of the operation

19 With respect to mission support concept of the regtonal cosperation Inttiative, and
as agreed by the affected countrias, the following arrangement shall apply:

i mobllisation by the AU of veluntary contributions to fund the JCM, the RTF
Hs and the JOC, as well as of financial resources, logisties and any other
forms af support for the benefit of the other components of the RTF,
inchiding the eperational units in each of the sectors;

1] all the ather needs of the missian will be the responsibility of the contributing
countries;
i partners’ support will be coordinated by the Cammissian, It being understood

that this will et eclude bilateral arrangements betwean affected countries
and partners

Vi. O TI

30 LRA setivities remain a serious threat to peace, security and stability in the region, with
geave humanitarian consequences A strassed by the first regional ministerial meeting heid
in Bangui, the LRA has, in recent years, extended its activities, moving from Uganda, whare
it originally started its attacks, to South Sudan, DRC znd CAR It has continued to carmy out
atfoities against innacent civilians, in particular children and women, including abduction,
murder, musilation, burning and looting of villages, and destruction of livelihoods. This has
resulted in massive displacement and acute humanitarian orisis.

21 Iwould like ta express my appreciztion to the countries of the region for the sustained
efforts they have mede to address the LRA problem These efforts include the Jube Peace
Process, which led to the Final Peace Agreement [FRPA), which the LAA leader repeatedly
refused to sign — It s important to recall that, &5 part of the monitoring of the Cessation of
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Hostilities Agreement, its Addenda, ewtensions and amendments, the AU deployed a team
of military abservers in South Sudan. Mention should also be made of aperations "lron Fist”
and "Hightening Thunder”, bilateral consultations, tripartite meetings of the Chiefs of
Defense Staff and the establishment of the J0C in Dungu-

72, 1 also would like to seize this opportunity te acknowledge the contribution of the
international partners, in particular the assistance being provided on the ground by
MONUSCO through its operationsl support to, and cooperation with, the DRC armed forces
and regicnal bfforts at the request of the DAC Humanitarian agencies alse deserve our
appreciation for their large-scale mobilisation in erdes to provide protection and assistance
ta chvilians.

73, Itis against this background, and in ordar to enhance the effectiveness of the efforts of
the countries of the region, that the Al policy-making organs urged for renewed efforts,
including military actions, to neutralise the LRA and bring its atrocities and destabilising
activities to 3 swift end. Since its launching, the Akl initiative has generated high
expectations and hope in the afected countries and communities It has alse attracted
sustained interest fram a number of international partners, including the EU, the US and the
United Mations. | would like to reiterate the AL's appreciation to the EU for the fimanclal
support provided for the initial efforts on the LRA issue and for its readiness to provide
further funding for the establishment of the JCM and RTF HOs, as well as for the activities of
the Speclal Envey | thank the United Mations Security Council and Secretariat for their
commitment to working closely and supporting the AU led initlathee | alse would like 1o
stress the Commisslon’s readiness te work closely with the US Government in the contixt of
its recently announced Initiative Furthermore, several civil socety arganisattons and NGOs
have also approached the Commission to applaud the decisions taken iy the AU and 1o uige
for their speedy implementation

24, The AU initlative aims ta articulate a comprehensive approach to the problem posed
by the LRA criminal activities and atrocities Clearly, it offers thie most viable and effective
framewark for 3 coordinated and reglonally-owned effort to address the challenges ot hand
At the time of finalising this report, | was making arrangements for the appointment of the
special Envoy. In line with the request made by the Assembly in Malabe, | recommend to
Councl to authorize the initiative, as outlined in paragraphs 16 to 13 above, for an iniciat
period of six months, a5 and "African Union authorized misslan with internatlonal support®.
The funding for the activities of the JC0 and the RTF HOs, as well as the office of the Special
Envoy, will be ensured through Early Response Mechanism of the Africa Peace Facility, set
up by the EL a1 the request of the ALL

25, 1 wish to call upen all Member States in & position to da 50, a5 well ag AU partners, 1o
support this initiative. In this respect, it is important 10 engage the ecurity Council for it to
take the steps reguired, including if need be, amendments to mandates of existing UM
pezcekeeping operations on the ground to enzble therm provida graster, more flexible and
timely support to the regional cooperation initiative

26. 1also appeal to humanitardan agencies Lo continue to provida humanitarian assistance
to the affected populations. At the same time, efforts should be intensified for early
recovery and rehabifitation efforts in the LRA-affected areas. The Commission will step up its
afforts and epproach relevent imermational institutions, in particular the African
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Development Bank [AfDB} and the World Bank In so doing. the Commission will closely
coordinate its afforts with the United Nations, especially in view of the request made by the
Security Councll, at its 18 Hovember meating, for the United Nations to prepare regianal
steategy for non-military assistance in the LRd-affected arca, with a clear focus on actlon for
the benefit of affected populations, it being understood that such a strategy should
complement the AU effort and provide detailed plans for the better protection of chvilians,

humanitarian assistance and support for ex-combatants and those returning from
dl:pl-lummt_
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