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LETTER DATED 15 JANUARY 1998 FROM THE SECRETARY- GENERAL
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

I have the honour to transmit to you the text of a conmunication dated
13 January 1998, which | received fromthe Secretary-General of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization

| should be grateful if you would bring this communication to the attention
of the nenbers of the Security Council.

(Signed) Kofi A ANNAN
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Annex
[Original: English]
Letter dated 13 January 1998 fromthe Secretary-CGeneral
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organizati on addressed to
the Secretary-CGeneral
In accordance with Security Council resolution 1088 (1996), | attach the

twel fth monthly report on Stabilization Force (SFOR) operations. | would

appreci ate your making this report available to the Security Council.

(Signed) Javier SOLANA
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Appendi x
Twelfth nmonthly report to the United Nations Security Counci
on Stabilization Force operations
Stabilization Force operations
1. There are approximately 36,300 troops currently depl oyed in Bosnia and

Herzegovina and in Croatia, with contributions fromall the nenbers of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO and from 20 non- NATO countries. During the
reporting period (21 Novenber-20 Decenber), there was no significant change in
the force structure, and nost of the tenporary reinforcenents deployed to the
theatre in order to provide increased support to the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) during the Republika Srpska Assenbly el ections
have redepl oyed or are redepl oyi ng.

2. Over the reporting period, SFOR continued to conduct surveillance and
reconnai ssance by neans of ground and air patrols. A total of 2,600 sorties
were flown by conbat aircraft, with the SFOR helicopter fleet flying 142 hours.

3. Over the reporting period the main SFOR activities included:

(a) The continued securing of the transm ssion towers used by Srpska Radio
Tel evision at Udrigovo, Duga Nijva and Veliki Zep in Milti-National D vision
North and at Mount Trebevic and Leotar in Milti-National D vision South-East;

(b) Support for OSCE in the conduct of the Republika Srpska el ections on
22 and 23 Novenber 1997. SFOR provided security at the OSCE warehouse in
Saraj evo and in the OSCE counting house in Lukavica, escorted election materials
and provided | ogistical and comuni cati ons support;

(c) Support for an investigation and search for evidence by the
International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia in Prijedor on 12 Decenber 1997
by ensuring a secure environnent during the search to gather docunentation to
support the trial of Dr. MIlan Kovacevic, currently in custody in The Hague
That process was al so supported by the International Police Task Force (IPTF)
and the Prijedor |ocal police;

(d) The detention on 18 Decenber 1997 of two Bosnian Croats in the
vicinity of Vitez who had been indicted for war crimes by the Internationa
Tri bunal for the Former Yugoslavia. Anto Furundija was detained and flown to
The Hague wi thout incident. W atko Kupreskic resisted and fired on SFOR
soldiers, who returned fire, injuring him Follow ng nedi cal exam nation, he
was flown to The Hague w thout further incident. A hand grenade was thrown over
the fence into an SFOR canp on 19 Decenber, probably in reaction to the
detentions. Mmnor injuries were sustained by two SFOR sol di ers;

(e) Support on 19 Decenber 1997 for an | PTF inspection of the Sarajevo
central prison and the adjoining mlitary site to ascertain that no prisoners of
war were being held. SFOR provided a secure environment during the inspection
whi ch concl uded wi t hout i ncident.
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Cooperation and conpliance by the parties

4. The parties remain generally conmpliant with nmost nmilitary aspects of the
Peace Agreement across the whole area of operations. However, the Republika
Srpska Police Anti-Terrorist Brigade (PATB) has not yet met all the provisions
of the supplementary instructions to the parties for the Specialist Police. The
Deputy Commander (Operations) of SFOR nmet with Mnister of the Interior Pal eksic
and General Saric, the PATB Commander, on 16 Decenber 1997, to discuss the
remai ni ng areas of non-conpliance.

5. SFOR continues to encourage all Specialist Police Oficers to undergo
certification by | PTF and has fornmed special working groups with representatives
of the Republika Srpska Mnistry of the Interior to discuss incorporating the
present PATB into a new regul ar police force

6. During the reporting period a total of 343 military weapon storage site

i nspections were carried out by SFOR  This included 103 Bosniac, 108 Croat and
132 Republika Srpska sites. As a result of those inspections, the follow ng
weapons were confiscated: 1 RPG/ anti-tank rocket, 3 recoilless rifles, 7 62-nmm
nortars, 14 82-mmnortars, 2 120-mmnortars and 1 120-mm rocket |auncher from

t he Bosni acs; 2 sub-nmachine guns fromthe Bosnian Croats; and 4 AT-3 anti-tank
m ssiles, 4,583 30-mm rounds and 287 100-nm rounds fromthe Bosnian Serbs. In
addition, and followi ng | PTF-1ed police station inspections, the follow ng
weapons were confiscated fromthe Federation: 7 grenades, 1 anti-personne

m ne, 375 long-barrelled weapons, 2 rifles, 11 pistols and 554 small arns
rounds; and fromthe Republika Srpska: 25 grenades, 4 rocket |aunchers,

8 rifles, 38 pistols, 1 64-mm grenade |auncher, 12 62-mm rocket - propel | ed
grenade rockets and 3,020 snmall arms rounds.

7. Movenents associ ated with the Republika Srpska munici pal el ections were
general Iy uni npai red. However, because of security concerns, the newy el ected
Bosni ac councillors have not yet noved to Srebrenica, and that council renains
one of the four, out of 136, that has not held its first session. The other
three councils, in Vares, Zepce and Velika Kl adusa, have not nmet for a nunber of
reasons, including security, disruption by local officials and failure to

al | ocat e appoi ntments on an equitabl e basis.

8. Over the reporting period three illegal checkpoints were disnmantled. An
illegal checkpoint manned by two Bosni ac policenmen was dismantled i n Hadzici
and SFOR patrols near Brtko tw ce observed three unarmed soldiers of the
Republ i ka Srpska Army (VRS) conducting inspections of civilian vehicles with
Republ i ka Srpska licence plates. The |IPTF checkpoint policy, initiated on

15 May 1997 and carried out with coordi nated SFOR support when required,
continues to be successful in inproving the freedom of novenent throughout the
area of operations.

9. An SFOR train made the first post-war international journey, from Sarajevo
to Germany, on 15 Decenber. The railway is available for comrercial traffic,

but political obstacles continue to prevent the establishnent of regul ar
service. Failure to adopt citizenship and travel docunment |aws and a vehicle
registration systemto include licence plate designs remains a concern. As a
consequence, the Bonn Peace | nplenmentation Council has established new deadli nes
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for conpliance, and has wel conmed the intention of the H gh Representative to use
his authority to facilitate the resolution of difficulties.

10. During the reporting period SFOR nonitored a total of 538 training and
novenent activities: Bosnia and Herzegovina Arny (ABiH), 301; Croatian Defence
Council (HVO, 109; Federation, 1; and VRS, 127. A ban on all training and
novenent activities was inposed on the Federati on Rapid Reaction Brigade from
29 Novenber 1997 to 31 January 1998 because of threatening behaviour and

non- conpl i ance during the el ection period.

11. During the reporting period SFOR nonitored 403 dem ning operations (177
ABi H, 102 HVO and 124 VRS). Although the current ground and weat her conditions
are not conducive to safe counter-m ne operations, there appears to be a
continued willingness to try to achieve the schedul ed demning activities
despite the onset of winter conditions. |n accordance with the Qtawa
Agreenent, destruction plans for anti-personnel mne hol dings and nmanufacturing
facilities shoul d be produced by 31 January 1998.

Cooperation with international organi zations

12. Wthin its capabilities, SFOR continues to provide assistance to the

i nternational organizations in the theatre, and supports the work of OSCE, |PTF,
the International Tribunal for the Forner Yugoslavia, the Ofice of the Hi gh
Representative and the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for

Ref ugees.

13. SFOR has continued to support the installation phase of the nunicipa

el ecti ons and assisted the Republika Srpska Assenbly el ections by providing a
robust force, with nodest reinforcements, for added security during the polling
period. It also provided significant |ogistical support, including the
transport of the ballots and other election nmaterials. SFOR participated in the
OSCE el ection results inplenentation comrittees at national and regional |evels
and has provided advice on its capabilities and assisted in planning.

14. During the reporting period SFOR nonitored the parties as they conducted
their residual |evel validation period arms control inspections as part of the
subregional arns control agreenent contained in article IV of annex 1-B of the
Peace Agreenent.

15. During the current reporting period SFOR al so provi ded assistance in the
efforts of the Ofice of the H gh Representative to open airfields by advising
on the necessary arrangenents for handling civilian aircraft at the Tuzla
airfield, and by encouraging the parties to reach agreenent on the opening of
the Mostar airport to civilian air traffic. The issue has now been raised to
the Federation |evel follow ng disagreenent on the airport's managenent
structure. SFOR is also negotiating arrangenents with the Departnment of G vi
Aviation and the Croatian and Serbian air-traffic control to nake additiona
airspace available to facilitate civil aircraft overflights.
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Qut | ook

16. In both the Federation and the Republika Srpska, the issues of nedia and

the police, as well as the inplenmentation of the nunicipal election results, are
likely to continue to strain inter-ethnic relations, especially in Mdstar. Acts
of intimdation and violence may occur in conjunction with return of displaced
persons, and a low risk fromcrimnal elenments remains.



