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LETTER DATED 17 SEPTEMBER 1997 FROM THE SECRETARY- GENERAL
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to convey the attached communi cati on, dated
12 Septenber 1997, which | have received fromthe Secretary-Ceneral of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization.

| should be grateful if you would bring it to the attention of the menbers
of the Security Council.

(Signed) Kofi A ANNAN

97- 24530 (E) 190997 /...
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Annex
Letter dated 12 Septenber 1997 fromthe Secretary-General
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO addressed
to the Secretary-General
In accordance with Security Council resolution 1088 (1996), | attach the

ei ghth nonthly report on Stabilization Force (SFOR) operations. | would

appreci ate your making this report available to the Security Council.

(Signed) Javier SOLANA
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Appendi x

Monthly report to the United Nations Security Council
on SFOR operations

SFOR oper ati ons

1. Approxi mately 36,500 SFOR troops are currently depl oyed in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na and Croatia, with contributions fromall menbers of NATO and from
20 non- NATO countri es.

2. Over the reporting period (21 July-20 August), there were no significant
changes in the overall size and conposition of the force. However, the

mul tinational divisions started to make force adjustnents in preparation for the
muni ci pal el ection. SFOR has continued to conduct reconnai ssance and

surveill ance by nmeans of ground and air patrols and to nmake random i nspecti ons
of weapons cantonnent sites. During the period, approximately 2,500 sorties
were flown by conbat aircraft, while the SFOR helicopter fleet flew 124 hours.

3. Support continues to be provided to the United Nations Transitiona

Adm nistration for Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirm um (UNTAES), with
SFOR maintaining its regular, coordinated training mssions over Eastern
Slavonia in order to exercise plans to provide close air support if necessary.

4. I n pursuance of a policy communicated to the Entity Presidents by the SFOR
Comander on 7 August to assist with restructuring and reformng the Entity
Pol i ce Forces, on 15 August General Saric, Commander of the Republika Srpska
Speci alist Police, was given a copy of the supplenentary instructions to the
parties concerning the Specialist Police. These lay out the procedures to be
followed during the period in which the Specialist Police are subject to

annex 1A of the General Franmework Agreenent for Peace, prior to their
recognition and certification by the International Police Task Force (IPTF) to
act as a conponent of the civil police. General Saric indicated that he would
conply with these instructions, and progress since then has been good. The sane
i nstructions have been passed to the Federation Police authorities, where
restructuring under | PTF is nore advanced, for conpliance by 30 August.

5. On the norning of 17 August, nenbers of the Specialist Police loyal to

Ms. Plavsic took control of the Public Security Centre in Banja Luka. SFOR was
requested by the Serb Menber of the Collective Presidency, Mintilo Krajisnik, to
allow the Mnistry of the Interior Specialist Police to expel them Perm ssion
was deni ed and SFOR took action to deal with the breach of the supplenentary
instructions to the parties. At the sane tine, |PTF responded to the direction
fromthe Ofice of the H gh Representative to investigate reports of the

exi stence of evidence, within the Public Security Centre, concerning serious
violations of human rights and tel ephone interception. SFOR was asked to assi st
in providing area security. This investigation discovered unauthorized arns,
and | PTF continues to exam ne possi bl e evidence of the bugging of tel ephones of
President Plavsic and Constitutional Court judges. By the evening of 18 August
the Public Security Centre had been handed back to the Mnistry of the Interior
Cvil Police. On the norning of 20 August, SFOR and the | PTF returned to the
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Public Security Centre and other police sites in Banja Luka to investigate
reports of further irregularities. GCivil police fromoutside Banja Luka, who
occupi ed these facilities, were expelled. Large quantities of arns and
ammuni tion were discovered. These were confiscated and are still being
inventoried, but initial estimates are that they included up to 12 tons of
equi prent, including automatic rifles, rocket |aunchers, grenades and m nes.

6. Between 1 and 5 August 1997, protest actions against the return of Mislins
to the area occurred in Jajce and in the valley i mediately east of the town
(conprising the villages of Divicani, Lendici, Bucici, Kruscica and Donja
Sibenica). Muslinms were harassed and fled the villages of Bucici and Lendi ci
and a nunber of roadbl ocks were set up. SFOR dismantled the roadbl ocks and

nmai ntai ned a presence in the area in order to prevent violence and destruction
or vandalism A return programe for the period 16 to 21 August 1997 was

agreed. In that tine 341 heads of famly (equivalent to 1,200 people) returned
to the valley. The only incidents were two | and mi ne expl osi ons which occurred
in Divicani. SFOR asked expl osive ordnance disposal teans to assess the

situation and clear the area.

Cooperation and conpliance by the parties

7. Overall, the entities remain substantially conpliant in nost aspects across
the area of operations. The situation throughout the theatre remains mlitarily
stable. However, while there is general conpliance concerning the entity armed
forces, the police of both entities still do not neet internationally accepted
standards. The actions, through recent operations to control the Speciali st
Police as forces under the General Framework Agreenent for Peace, are proceeding
wel | .

8. During the reporting period, a total of 481 inspections of weapons storage
sites were carried out by SFOR By party, this figure conprises 170 Bosni ac,
130 Croat and 181 Bosnian Serb inspections. SFOR continues to confiscate
weapons which, after a period of tine to allow for appeals, are normally
destroyed. Wth the exception of the incident in Banja Luka involving the
Bosni an Serb Specialist Police, the follow ng weapons were confiscated over the
past nmonth: fromthe Bosniac Arny, 20 AK47 rifles, 20,000 7.62 rounds of

ammuni tion and an item of electronic warfare equi pment; fromthe Bosni an Croat
Forces, two AK47 rifles, two 76mm anti-tank guns, 100 tank rounds, 169 napal m
rounds and five small arns; fromthe Bosnian Serb Arny, 50 AK47 rifles, one MO
rocket |auncher. Two |ong-barrel weapons, 1,633 7.62 rounds of anmmunition

16 pistols, 40 hand grenades and six rifle grenades; and fromcivil conmponents,
160 pounds of ordnance and one pi stol

9. During the past nonth, SFOR has renoved, or participated in the renmoval of
10 unaut hori zed checkpoints (three Bosnian Serb and seven Federation). It is
apparent that the nunmber of checkpoints has been reduced through the efforts of
| PTF with SFOR support. FEqually apparent is that checkpoints continue to be
intermttently established in both the Federati on and the Republika Srpska.
Speci al i st Police have been involved in a significant nunber of these incidents
and the SFOR operation SECURE BEAT, a four-phase plan, starting on 8 August to
bring the Entities' Specialist Police under article 1A of the General Franmework
Agreenent for Peace as Forces and to ensure their conpliance with the | PTF civi
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police restructuring programe, should assist freedom of novement. Republika
Srpska custons and police officials continue to harass trucks of

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons transporting humanitarian aid itens into the
Federati on.

10. During the reporting period, SFOR nonitored a total of 662 training and
novenent activities (249 Bosniac, 203 Bosnian Croat and 210 Bosni an Serb).

11. COver the reported period, all the training and novenent bans inposed by
SFOR on the parties for failing to neet de-mining requirements were lifted: on
28 July, the ban on HVO TSG corps by the nmultinational division (SW; on

17 August, the three bans on the third VRS corps, the HVO ORASIF group and the
Il ABIH corps by the nultinational division (N). On 1 August, the training ban
due to discrepancies in previous novenent and training activities inposed on the
seventy-seventh VRS regi nent of the seventh Arny corps was lifted by the

nmul tinational division (SE). Additionally, on 6 August, the ban on VRS air and
air defence activities due to radar and missile infringenents was |ifted.

12. COver the reporting period, entity arnmed forces, under SFOR supervision,
removed 3, 484 expl osive devices (224 anti-tank mines; 3,184 anti-personnel mnes
and 76 itens of unexpl oded ordnance) from 280 mi ned areas. Since 10 March,
2,452 anti-tank mnes, 10,403 anti-personnel mnes and 712 itenms of unexpl oded
ordnance have been renoved froma total of 1,307 areas. The rate of operations
in the first week of the reporting period was slow nmainly due to the spate of
accidents in the previous reporting cycle. There have been three accidents this
nonth, with two of themresulting in serious injuries. |In spite of those
accidents, this is the best nmonthly performance yet reported. In general,
conpliance inproved considerably. The Bosniac Arnmy tends to be consistent with
its conpliance; the Bosnian Croat Arny has inproved considerably and the Bosnian
Serb Arny has in fact performed better than was expected, although they remain
the |l east conpliant of the three Armies. The threat of training and novenent
bans is a significant factor

13. Since 20 July 1997, there have been two neetings of the Inter-Entity
Boundary Li ne Subcommi ssion, held on 31 July and 12 August 1997 in Lukavi ca.
Al three parties were in attendance. During the Subcomm ssion neetings the
negotiators for the Federation (Bosniacs and Croats) and the Republika Srpska
reached agreenment on a proposal to exchange |and south of Kl ujc (Dobocani, in
favour of the Federation) for land north of Sanski Mst (Koprivna, in favour of
t he Republika Srpska). The Agreenent nust now be ratified by the Governments of
Bosni a and Herzegovi na, the Federation and the Republika Srpska and

count ersi gned by the SFOR Commrander for inplenentation to take place.

Addi tionally, the Republika Srpska nmade a new map proposal for a gain of
territory north-east of Sarajevo which is linked with a Federation proposal in
t he Kl adanj-Vares area made in August 1996. On request of the Federation/Croat
negoti ator, the discussion on |land swaps in the Posavina area was postponed
until after the nunicipal elections.

14. The International Conmittee of the Red Cross (ICRC), |PTF and SFOR

coordi nated and secured the release of two Serb prisoners-of-war held in the
Zenica mlitary prison. Acting on information provided by relatives concerning
their whereabouts, |PTF discovered the two men |locked in a roomin a building

/...
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situated at the rear of the main adm nistration block, away fromthe other
detention facilities. The prisoners-of-war were transported to Banja Luka and
reunited with their famlies. Anbassador Kai Eide indicated that this was a
gross violation of international humanitarian |aw and the terns of the Peace
Agreenent and asked Federation authorities to investigate and bring to justice
those involved in the human rights violations of these two nen. [|PTF will also
be conducting an investigation. Evidence indicates that the factions continue
to hol d detai nees, notwi thstandi ng the provisions of annex 1A, article |IX

Pri soner Exchanges, that conprehensive lists were to be supplied to ICRC to
facilitate its work in inplenmenting and nonitoring the plan for rel ease and
transfer of prisoners.

Cooperation with international organi zations

15. Wthin its capabilities, SFOR continues to offer assistance to the
i nternational organizations in theatre, and provides security for |IPTF
i nspections, as denonstrated by operati on SECURE BEAT (see para. 9 above).

16. Medi a abuses continued in this period, with the Republika Srpska state
radio and tel evision outlet being particularly biased and vitriolic. SFOR and
its Gvic Mlitary Cooperation (CIMC) Task Force has increased efforts to work
with the Ofice of the Hi gh Representative and the international community on

t he medi a probl ens through several integrated working groups, sharing of
resources and coordi nated operations to devel op neans to counter blatant nedia
bi as and i nprove the populace's ability to have alternative access to

i nformati on.

17. SFOR support of the International Tribunal for the Forner Yugoslavia

i nvestigations continued. The main activities on exhumation sites were carried
out in the Brcko and Srebrenica areas, with SFOR providing a secure environnent
for the Tribunal teans.

18. On the municipal elections, SFORis working extensively with the other

i nternational organizations to hel p ensure a secure environment for their
conduct. A security plan has been devel oped and approved by the entities that
i ncl udes instructions concerning the novenent of voters.

19. The Suprene Al lied Commander of Europe has agreed that arns control experts
wor ki ng for the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) may
acconpany SFOR during routine cantonment inspections. This will help resolve
the under-reporting issue by allow ng treaty and weapons know edgeabl e officers
to view holding sites and then assist the parties in correcting their
declarations. During the reporting period, Republika Srpska updated its

decl arati ons under article IV of the Peace Agreenent, adding a further

841 pi eces of heavy equipnent to its previous declaration

20. SFOR al so supports many other international and |ocal organizations and
authorities. The activities occur throughout the country, often within the

i medi ate | ocal e of an SFOR canp. For exanple, SFOR troops are continuing work
on the Tuzl a-Brcko railway, with conpletion due at the begi nning of

Novenber 1997; a CIMC Task Force public health team has been assisting in the
training of doctors; a tel ecomunications team has been coordinating efforts for

l...
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t he movenent of equi prent and site preparation for the free election radio
network in preparation for the nunicipal elections; veterinary teans have been
monitoring cattle in quarantine; and SFOR engi neers signed road contracts with
Republ i ka Srpska conpani es on 11 August that should act as prototypes for

openi ng up the Republika Srpska to simlar contracting procedures in the future.

21. SFOR and the Ofice of the H gh Representative have continued to pursue the
i ssue of opening up the regional airports. Under the General Framework
Agreenent, SFOR is required gradually to transfer control of the regional
airports to the appropriate institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The issue
has a clear link to the Sintra deadlines and to reconstituting the Gvil

Avi ation Authority (CAA). In response to the latest Serb argunent against
signing, the Ofice of the H gh Representative, on 21 July 1997, issued a | egal
opinion. Followi ng a series of nmeetings in the Council of Mnisters and
bilaterally with the Serb side, pursued by the SFOR Deputy Conmmander to explain
the issue and seek agreenent, the nenoranda of understanding for Tuzla, Mostar
and Banja Luka airports were signed by Dr. Siljadzic and M. Tonmic follow ng a
neeting of the Bosnia and Herzegovi na Council of Mnisters on 4 August 1997.

M. Bosic (Serb Co-Chairman) refused to sign.

22. At a neeting on 8 August 1997, the Presidency agreed to the rul es of
procedures for the Standing Committee on Mlitary Matters (SCW. This

devel opnent will allow SCM to nove into discussion of nobre substantive issues.
SCMM wi || coordinate the activities of the armed forces of the two entities of
Bosni a and Herzegovina. The Committee is due to neet at |east once a nonth.
The rul es of procedure establish the menbership of SCMM as the three Menbers of
the Presidency, the Defence Mnisters of the Federati on and the Republika Srpska
and the Chiefs of Staff of the Federation and Republika Srpska armed forces,

pl us one further nomination fromeach President. The H gh Representative, the
SFOR Conmander and the OSCE Head of Mssion, or their representatives, are
observers. The Foreign Mnistry of Bosnia and Herzegovina will also be
represented by an observer. The Menbers of the Presidency may invite other
persons to attend as observers or in an advisory capacity. Menbers of the
Presidency will chair the Commttee. The Chairmanship will alternate between

t he Republika Srpska and the Federation.

Cut | ook

23. The overall situation in theatre is expected to remain stable, despite
continuing increased tension in the Republika Srpska. SFOR will continue to
carry out its mssion firmy but fairly, without tolerating any recourse to
force or violence, or the unauthorized deploynment of military or paramlitary
forces. In the forthcom ng period major activities for SFOR will include
support for the municipal elections, support for a free and bal anced nedi a and
t he continui ng conduct of Operation SECURE BEAT.



