UNITED
NATIONS A S

General Assembly Distr.
Security Council GENERAL

A 51/ 952
S/1997/ 592
29 July 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

GENERAL ASSEMBLY SECURI TY COUNCI L
Fifty-first session Fifty-second year
Agenda item 39
THE SI TUATI ON | N AFGHANI STAN AND | TS

| MPLI CATI ONS FOR | NTERNATI ONAL

PEACE AND SECURI TY

Identical letters dated 28 July 1997 fromthe Secretary-Genera
addressed to the President of the General Assenbly and to the
President of the Security Counci

| have the honour to refer to General Assenbly resolution 51/195 B of
17 Decenber 1996 on the situation in Afghanistan and to nmy reports, 16 March
(A/51/838-S/1997/ 240 and Corr.1) and 16 June 1997 (A/ 51/929-S/1997/482), issued
pursuant to that resolution. |In those reports, | described both the ongoing
conflict ampbng the Afghan parties and the efforts of the United Nations Specia
M ssion and the international community to resolve the conflict.

I remain convinced of the need to intensify the efforts of the United
Nations and its Menber States to help bring about a peaceful solution. | have,
t herefore, decided to appoint a Special Envoy, Anbassador Lakhdar Brahim, to
undertake a short-termmssion in order to consult interested and rel evant
countries and parties, as well as the Organization of the Islamc Conference, on
their positions and proposals related to peacenaking efforts in Afghanistan. |
hope that the Special Envoy will be able to submit his findings and
reconmendations to ne in tinme for ny report on Afghanistan to the Genera
Assenbly at its fifty-second session. | would stress that the mandate and
activities of the Special Envoy are discrete and to be distinguished fromthose
of the United Nations Special Mssion, the nmandate of which has been
specifically defined by the General Assenbly in its resolutions.

| should be grateful if you would convey this information to the nmenbers of
the General Assenbly and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Kofi A ANNAN
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