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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The present report is subnmitted pursuant to paragraph 28 of Security
Council resolution 1088 (1996) of 12 Decenber 1996. It summarizes the
activities of the United Nations Mssion in Bosnia and Herzegovi na (UNM BH)
since ny report of 14 March 1997 (S/1997/224). 1t also provides an overvi ew of
the activities of the United Nations systemin Bosnia and Herzegovi na during the
sane period

2. The mi ssion continues to be led by ny Special Representative and

Coordi nator of United Nations Operations in Bosnia and Herzegovina, M. Kai Eide
(Norway). He is assisted by M. Manfred Seitner (Denmark), who serves as the
Commi ssioner of the United Nations International Police Task Force (IPTF).

1. ACTIVMITIES OF THE M SSI ON

International Police Task Force

3. The aut horized strength of | PTF has increased from1,721 to 2,027 in
accordance with Security Council resolutions 1103 (1997) of 31 March 1997
relating to the inplenentation of the Brcko arbitration award, and 1107 (1997)
of 16 May 1997, relating to the additional tasks assigned by the London
Conference of the Peace Inplenmentation Council of 4 and 5 Decenber 1996. On

10 June 1997, I PTF had a strength of 1,812 nonitors from 38 different countries
(see annex). Efforts are continuing with a view to reaching the new authorized
strength as quickly as possible.

4. The main goals of the Force continue to be to contribute to the inprovenent
of freedom of novement, to nonitor and assist in the establishment of safe
conditions for returning refugees and di spl aced persons, to nonitor and assi st
in the establishnent of safe conditions during the forthcom ng el ecti on canpai gn

and to assist in the restructuring and training of the local police. In this
effort, nmonitoring the activities of the |local police has renmained a major
focus. |In addition, investigations are being carried out into allegations of

human rights violations by the |ocal police.
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5. In order to increase freedom of novenent, a new checkpoint policy has been

devel oped by my Special Representative and the | PTF Conm ssioner in cooperation
with the Stabilization Force (SFOR) and the Ofice of the H gh Representative
and is being introduced. The policy ains to end the practice, comon to al
parts of the country, that vehicles bearing the |licence plates of the other
entity, or the other party in the Federation, are regularly stopped and harassed
by the local police, thereby preventing the population fromexercising its right
to nmove freely around the country. The new policy forbids the local police to
hol d static checkpoints for |onger than 30 minutes, unless prior approval has
been obtained fromIPTF. The police can apply to | PTF for permts to establish
checkpoi nts based on evidence that they are required for the prevention and
reduction of crine and may al so establish checkpoints for energency purposes,
provided that IPTF is notified. For inplenentation, the policy relies on the
cooperation of SFOR, which has agreed to assist IPTF in the renoval of illega
checkpoints. The Federati on Governnent has endorsed the new checkpoi nt policy,
al t hough | ocal conpliance remains unsatisfactory. The Republika Srpska
authorities have explicitly refused to accept the new policy. Nonetheless,

local police in the Republika Srpska have avoi ded direct confrontation by
abandoni ng their tenporary checkpoi nts whenever they are approached by joint

| PTF/ SFOR patrol s.

6. In the first three weeks of the new policy, |PTF/ SFOR patrols have renpved
over 40 illegal police checkpoints. Nevertheless, |PTF continues to receive
reports of random checks, mainly by the Republika Srpska police. Checkpoints
are set up in particular in the area of the Inter-Entity Boundary Line and

bet ween areas under the control of the two Federation partners. |PTF is also
receiving reports that the harassnent of citizens fromthe other entity, or
ethnicity, continues. UNMBH and SFOR are deternmned to nmaintain pressure on
the police throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina. At the same tinme, they continue
to work with the authorities of both entities to inprove the ability of the

| ocal police to conbat crine.

7. | PTF has also facilitated freedom of novenent by providing advice and

gui dance to |l ocal police on operational issues, as well as by serving as a

bri dge between the police forces of the Federation and the Republika Srpska.
During the reporting period, |IPTF ensured cl ose cooperation between the two
entities when preparing for the visit of H's Holiness the Pope, as well as
during the "Hearts to Peace" pilgrinage, the celebrations on "Arny Day" and the
nmany graveside visits on the occasion of the Bajram holiday, all of which
included travel across the Inter-Entity Boundary Line. This cooperation,
together with the overall area security provided by SFOR ensured that no

i nci dents occurred during those events.

8. In response to the Brcko I nplenmentation Conference of 7 March and Security
Counci| resolution 1103 (1997) of 31 March 1997, in which the Council authorized
186 additional |PTF nonitors for Brcko, a full conplenent of 258 nonitors had
been deployed in Brcko by 1 June 1997. This quick response was nade possible

t hrough the redepl oynent of | PTF officers fromother parts of the country
pending the arrival of the additional newy recruited officers. |IPTF s

i medi ate tasks in Brcko will be to ensure freedom of movement and security for
returning refugees and di spl aced persons and the inplementation of a reform
programme for the |ocal police. As elsewhere, the success of |PTF' s efforts
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wi |l depend to a considerable extent on the support provided by SFOR  Severa
nmeetings at the highest |evel of the Republika Srpska governnent, held by ny
Speci al Representative and the | PTF Commi ssioner, as well as the Hi gh
Representative and the SFOR Commander, have addressed the issue of the | PTF
police reform package in Brcko. Regrettably, owing to the opposition of the
Republ i ka Srpska authorities, it has not yet been possible to start this

pr ogr ame.

9. The plan for an integrated Federation Mnistry of the Interior has nade
further progress. Additional training courses for Federation police officers
have begun. |PTF has identified a building for the Federation Police Acadeny in
Sarajevo and is working with the Federation Mnistry of the Interior onits
refurbi shment. Following the restructuring of the Sarajevo cantonal police,
restructuring efforts were concentrated on the Neretva Canton, which

i ncorporates Mostar. After a prolonged period of negotiations, agreenent on the
installation of a fully unified Federation police organizati on was reached on

6 June 1997 by Federation and | ocal Mstar officials. Plans have been made to
restructure the remmining eight Federation cantonal police forces by

Sept enber 1997.

10. A list of equipnment, services and training needs required for the nationa
police forces has now been finalized and the first training courses have been
initiated in the Federation. The first nodel police station, at Centar

Sar aj evo, has been identified and is receiving substantial support from|PTF and
the Government of the United States of America. Contributions to the Trust Fund
from donor Governnents towards the programe for assistance to the local police
currently exceed US$ 4 million, but fall well short of the requirenents, which
remain in excess of US$ 90 million. Additional contributions to the programes
presented in Dublin in Septenber 1996 are urgently required.

11. In its resolution 1107 (1997) of 16 May 1997, the Security Counci

aut hori zed the addition of 120 I PTF nonitors to carry out new tasks assigned by
the London Conference. During the reporting period, three further special |IPTF
i nvestigations were conpleted with existing nonitors, in addition to the

i nvestigation of the Mstar incident of 10 February 1997 (see S/ 1997/204).
These new investigations relate to incidents in Ggjevi and Brcko, in the
Republ i ka Srpska, and in Drvar, in the Federation

12. The investigation into the failure of the Republika Srpska police to take
adequat e precautions to prevent the burning of prefabricated Bosniac hones,

whi ch occurred in Gajevi in March 1997, concluded that the |ocal police chief
and his staff had failed in their duty either to protect the homes or to conduct
proper investigations. After pressure was brought to bear on the Republika
Srpska Mnistry of the Interior to respond appropriately, the Mnister inforned
| PTF that he had identified 12 culprits, four of whom have now been sentenced to
fines by a local court. N ne police officers have been disciplined for failing
to performtheir duty. No action was taken against the two nost senior police
officers invol ved

13. The IPTF investigation in Brcko established that, on 1 May, the Republika
Srpska police had failed to protect a group of Bosniacs who were attacked by a
smal | group of stone-throwers as they were returning to the Federation in two

/...
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buses. The investigation also concluded that Republika Srpska police

adm ni strators, supervisors and officers had failed to cooperate with I PTF over
the incident. As a result, an investigation was undertaken by the Republika
Srpska police that was nonitored by I PTF. Four local police officers have been
disciplined and six civilians are currently under investigation for mnor

of f ences.

14. Wth regard to Drvar, the | PTF report focused on the burning of 24
unoccupi ed Serb dwel | i ngs between Novenber 1996 and April 1997. The report
docunment ed that municipal authorities and | ocal police had colluded to prevent
the return of Serb displaced persons. It concluded that senior Bosni an Croat
police officers had consistently failed to respond professionally to | PTF' s
frequent requests that high-ranking officials act to halt this pattern of crine.
As a result of the | PTF request, the Chief of the Crimnal Police Departnment and
the | eader of the Anti-Terrorist and Hom cide Branch in Drvar have been repl aced
and the nunber of reported incidents has been reduced.

15. IPTFis liaising closely with the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE) in the Inplementation Plan for the Septenber nunicipa
elections. |PTF Election Liaison Oficers have been appointed at all |evels and

have provi ded support during the registration period, particularly in those
areas where fraud in registration and voting lists has been identified. Plans
for the training and depl oyment of |PTF Election Duty Monitors and the | oca
police are in place.

Cvil Affairs

16. Civil Affairs continued to support the other elenments of the UNM BH mi ssion
and, in particular, |IPTF during the period under review through politica

advice, political reporting, human rights work and confi dence-buil di ng nmeasures.
Steps have been taken to integrate further the various elements of the m ssion
During the comng period, Cvil Affairs will, in addition, becone involved in
training | PTF officers newto the mssion area. As the nunicipal elections in
Bosni a and Herzegovi na approach, CGvil Affairs will also participate in the
OSCE-led effort to create conditions in which voters can make a free and
informed choice at the ballot box. |In addition, Civil Affairs officers have
worked with IPTF to identify areas of possible inter-communal conflict and to
initiate political contacts to head off such clashes. WMajor potential conflicts
in the areas of Mstar, Travnik, Vitez, Sanski Mst and el sewhere have been
successful ly avoi ded thanks to action initiated by Civil Affairs officers.

17. In cooperation with | PTF and other organi zations active in the area of
human rights, Cvil Affairs has focused political efforts on human rights
problens in Brcko, Drvar, Jajce and el sewhere. Civil Affairs has intervened
with local authorities and has provi ded case-work which was brought to the
attention of the highest authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina by nmy Specia
Representative. Particular enphasis has been placed on police behavi our and
rel ated human rights abuses that have occurred when persons bel onging to one
ethni ¢ group sought to return to hones |located in areas currently controlled by
authorities of a different group
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18. In addition to nurturing inter-communal contacts on its own initiative,
Cvil Affairs has continued to provide good offices in parts of the country in
whi ch there are no other representatives of the international community. In

central Bosnia, for instance, CGvil Affairs has chaired semnars on the subject
of governance in a federal environnent prepared by Swi ss experts and officials,
whi ch were attended by Bosniac and Croat authorities.

The Legal Ofice

19. The UNM BH Legal O fice has been supporting IPTF in the inplenmentation of
its mandate in relation to the crimnal justice systemby working with an

i nternational expert teamon the re-drafting of the Crimnal Code and the Code
of Crimnal Procedure for the Federation; by review ng nodel police protocols
drafted by the International Crimnal Investigative Training Assistance
Programme (1 Cl TAP); by advising on the devel opment of mechani snms to docunent
non- conpl i ance of | aw enforcenment officials; by sponsoring a planni ng workshop
on crimnal justice reformfor international agencies providing progranmes; by
advi sing on the devel opnent of an admi nistrative review procedure for police
certification; and by providing advice on the interpretati on of the Genera
Framewor k Agreenment and international standards. |In addition, the UNMBH Lega
Ofice routinely provides advice to | PTF personnel in the field on genera
questions of |ocal |aw.

M ne Action Centre

20. During the past three nonths the Mne Action Centre (MAC) has nade
substantial progress in the inplenmentation of its 1997 programe, although the
scal e of the programme had to be cut back because of insufficient funding.

21. On 26 May, training courses for 135 Bosni an dem ners, organized by MAC
began in Banja Luka, Tuzla and Mdstar. These dem ners are the first of those
who will be deployed on priority tasks by MAC starting in |late June before being
integrated into the Governnent structures when MAC facilities are transferred to
t he Bosni a and Herzegovi na Commi ssion for Dem ning in Decenmber 1997. |If funds
becone available, up to 1,200 deminers will be trained, deployed and transferred
to the Governnent structures at the end of the year

22. Regional offices of MAC are now fully operational in Banja Luka, Bihac,
Mostar and Tuzla. |In addition to running the training progranmes, the regiona
offices work with the local authorities and the nultinational divisions of SFOR
to collect more informati on about the |ocation of mnefields, to set priorities
for the mne clearance operations, to pronote m ne awareness in the areas of the
country nost affected by nmines and to coordinate all mne cl earance operations
in the regions.

23. MAC continues to cooperate with external agencies. A contract has been
signed with an international non-governmental organization for the devel opnent
of a 30-man demining teamin Bihac. |In addition, MAC has received 17 technica
experts made avail abl e by the Governnents of Austria, Canada, France, Norway and
Sweden. Additional experts are expected by the end of June from Gernmany and
Switzerland. These experts are working on training programes and on nonitoring
of operations. MAC continues to assist the European Comm ssion, the Wrld Bank

l...
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Nor wegi an Peopl es’ Aid and ot her organizations participating in the Mne Action
Plan with their respective dem ning progranmes. Liaison with SFOR and its
activities in support of mne lifting by the armes of the forner warring
factions has been strengthened.

24. The Bosni a and Herzegovi na Commi ssion for Dem ning, established follow ng
t he London Conference of the Peace |nplenmentation Council in Decenber 1996, has
net regularly and taken decisions inline with its mandate. It has submitted a
nunber of reports to the Council of Mnisters. Action by the latter to endorse
the Conm ssion's reports and to establish a budget for its operations is now a
matter of great urgency. Meanwhile, the Governnments of the Federation and the
Republ i ka Srpska have established project inplenentation units at both centra
and regional levels to nanage the inplenentati on of Wrld Bank-funded projects.

25. Tragically, the arrival of spring weather and the return of displaced
persons and refugees has led to a sharp increase in the nunber of civilian m ne
casualties and fatalities reported. This figure has now reportedly doubled to
approxi mately 90 incidents per nonth and, as nore refugees return during the
sunmer, it can be expected that the nunber will rise further. The demand from
muni ci palities and communities for help with mne clearance is grow ng
correspondingly. It is anticipated that by July 1997 a total of 700 deminers
will be engaged in mne clearance for the organi zations participating in the

M ne Action Plan. This is well short of the basic requirenment of 2,000 dem ners
identified in the United Nations consolidated appeal for 1997.

26. MAC itself faces an immediate funding crisis. Contributions were received
in 1996 and early 1997 fromthe Governnents of Canada, Denmark, France, Japan
t he Net herl ands, Sweden, Switzerland and the European Commi ssion, together with
i n-kind support fromthe Government of the United States of Anerica. However,
even at a reduced | evel of operation, these funds are expected to be exhausted

next nmonth. In view of the delays in the receipt of funds, the revised
requi renent for 1997 has been set at US$ 23 million, a nodest anmpunt considering
t he enornous benefits to the people of Bosnia which will result. Support from

donor CGovernments is now urgently required

Trust Fund Unit

27. The Trust Fund Unit, established under Security Council resolution

900 (1994), was transferred to UNMBH fromthe Ofice of the Special Coordinator
for Sarajevo in May 1996. Cuided by terns of reference which cover the
"reconstruction of essential services" in Sarajevo, the Unit continues to

nmoni tor the inplenmentation of 52 large-scale infrastructure projects initiated
under the Sarajevo Trust Fund programe, which has di sbursed over US$ 13 million
for projects primarily in the sectors of public transport, public utilities and
bui |l di ng reconstruction. The Unit al so manages the Quick Inmpact Fund. Wth
nearly 90 projects in progress, this fund has distributed over US$ 2.4 mllion
mai nly towards the renovati on of educational facilities, repair to gas and water
del i very systens and support to municipal authorities in Sarajevo.
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1. ACTIVITIES OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS SYSTEM

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

28. The Ofice for Coordination of Emergency Agricultural Interventions of the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO identifies
beneficiaries for humanitarian assistance in the agricultural sector; assesses
needs for relief; provides technical advice to non-governmental organizations
and ot her agencies and coordinates their activities. The office also organizes
monthly joint task force neetings with internati onal agencies and the
responsi bl e | ocal authorities.

29. Limted funds have restricted FAO s spring 1997 canpai gn to energency

assi stance amounting to US$ 135,000 for seeds, hand tools, fertilizers and crop
protection chemcals in the Gorazde area. |n addition, the FAO coordination
proj ect has distributed donations from Germany to the Neretva Canton

muni ci palities.

United Nations Children's Fund

30. The United Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF) has progressed from energency
relief to long-termreconstructi on and devel opnent assistance with an enphasis
on training service providers and policy nakers to neet the needs of children in

the post-war period. In the health sector, UN CEF focuses its activities on
children under the age of five who have not conpleted their primary vaccination
schedule. In education, UNICEF is sponsoring nonthly round tables to facilitate

comuni cati on between the Federal and Cantonal Mnistries of Education and to
develop long-termtraining plans for the devel opnment of school psychol ogi cal and
speci al pedagogi cal services. UN CEF s Safe Water Supply project ensures that
sone 500, 000 peopl e each receive a mnimumof 80 litres of potable water and
trains the Water Managenment |nstitute of Bosnia and Herzegovi na on new
technology. In cooperation with the Wrld Health O ganization (WHO and the
World bank, UNICEF is assisting the Mnistries of Health and Social Wlfare in
dealing with child nental health services

United Nations Devel opnent Progranme

31. The United Nations Devel opment Programe (UNDP) Country Cooperation
Framewor k for 1997-1999 was fornally approved in May 1997. The focus remmins on
ar ea- based devel opnment; support to national sectoral reconstruction programmes;
and policy advisory support to the Governnent. Thirty-two projects totalling
US$ 25.1 mllion are ongoing or have recently been approved. The European

Commi ssion has recently agreed to make an additional US$ 11 million avail able
for reconstruction activities and has given its approval to an energency

enpl oynment progranmme which will focus on the municipalities identified by the
Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR) as target
areas for the return of refugees in 1997.

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

32. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) focused on the followi ng four major projects during the reporting
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period: (a) preparation of a rehabilitation plan for the old town of Mostar
which, it is anticipated, will be witten into the town plan; (b) an exercise in
t he Republika Srpska to help the authorities establish priorities in schoo
reconstruction; (c) an increase of the adm nistrative and planning capacity of
both the education adm nistration of the Mddle Bosnia Canton and the Federa

M nistry of Education and Culture; and (d) supporting the efforts of Bosnia's
National TV 99 to extend its broadcasting area by financing the raising of the
station's transm ssion tower, and hel ping small independent nedia in the
Republ i ka Srpska by contributing comuni cati ons equi pnent.

United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Hunman Ri ghts

33. The United Nations Comm ssion on Human Rights, in its resolution 1997/57,
ext ended the mandate of the Special Rapporteur through March 1998. Fol | owi ng
the resignation of the United Nations Expert on M ssing Persons, the Specia
Rapporteur has assumed added responsibility for the probl emof m ssing persons.
The O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts organi zed
one m ssion of the Special Rapporteur to Herzegovina and the Sarajevo region
during the current reporting period.

34. The Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts continues to
participate in efforts aimed at strengtheni ng cooperati on between human rights
agencies, in particular the Human R ghts Coordi nation Centre of the Ofice of
the H gh Representative. Human rights experts fromthe office continue to
supervise a trial nonitoring project and participate in other activities ained
at strengthening the rule of law in Bosnia and Herzegovi na.

Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conni ssioner for Refugees

35. During the period under review, UNHCR continued its efforts to inplenent
annex 7 of the Dayton Peace Agreenent. On 23 April, at a neeting of the

Humani tarian | ssues Wrking Goup in Geneva, the Ofice presented a working plan
entitled Repatriation and Return Operation 1997, which received broad support
fromthe authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the asylumcountries and the

i nternational community. The docunent, which forms the basis of UNHCR s action
in 1997 and 1998, provides a policy franework for repatriation and return
nmovenents, as well as for assistance to be provided to facilitate repatriation
and return novenents. It also contains a range of proposed activities and
solutions to the problens of Bosnian refugees and internally displaced persons.

36. It is estimated that, by 31 May 1997, 27,900 refugees had returned to
Bosni a and Her zegovi na, 6,424 of themin an organi zed fashi on. Mst of these
refugees returned to majority areas.

37. FEfforts to provide greater scope for mnority returns were nmade through the
"open cities" initiative. Building upon grass-roots initiatives, UNHCR and its
partners offer support and material assistance to villages and nunicipalities
whi ch volunteer to declare thensel ves "open cities" by wel com ng previous
residents fromall ethnic communities who wish to return to their fornmer hones
UNHCR is now seeking to ensure that authorities in the Entities follow through
on their conmtnent to the open city concept, which was announced in a joint
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statenment issued on 21 March 1997, and that they continue their support for
returns to the Zone of Separation

38. In related activities, UNHCR has set up legal aid centres in Tuzla, Mstar,
Bosanska Krupa and Zenica. |Information centres for returnees and displ aced
persons have been established in the Tuzla-Podrinje Canton and in the Mstar
region. The Repatriation Information Centre has al so becone operational. To
further promote the freedom of nmovenment of people, UNHCR has continued to expand
and i nprove the services of the bus lines which traverse the Inter-Entity
Boundary Line. By May 1997, UNHCR was operating 11 bus |ines between key

nmuni ci palities of the Federation and the Republika Srpska, including a new |line
to and fromBrcko. Since the project began in May 1996, the |ines have
transported nearly 340,000 passengers. Assessnent visits to hones of origin
conti nued.

39. UNHCR has al so devoted considerable efforts to the following activities:
comunity services, with special enphasis on the elderly, children and youth and
severely traumati zed persons; and snall-scal e i ncone-generating activities and
| ocal capacity-building for public institutions and non-governnment a

organi zations. UNHCR s procurenent of donestic itens fully shifted to support
of the local market. The inpact of the Bosnian Wnen's Initiative through

May 1997 was significant as it received nunerous applications fromwonen's
groups and non-governnmental organizations in the Federation and the Republika
Srpska. Funding for 65 projects was approved during the period. These
comuni ty-based projects target the nost vul nerabl e wormen through incone
generation, mcro-credit, food production, skills training and information
sharing. The Initiative has contributed to enpowering wonen and creating a
ground for reconciliation

Worl d Bank

40. The World Bank's m ssion in Bosnia and Herzegovi na continues to inplenent

t he reconstructi on programme approved by the international community at the
Brussel s conference in Decenber 1995. The Bank is al so hel pi ng Bosni a and

Her zegovi na introduce reformin the economc systemto permt a nore market-
friendly econom ¢ devel opnent. A total of US$ 350 million in Wrld Bank funds
has been nobilized in 16 specific projects to date. 1In addition, a fund of

US$ 150 nmillion is being managed by the Bank for co-financing these projects.
The val ue of the projects prepared by the Bank, now in inplementation phase,
exceeds US$ 1 billion. As of mid-March 1997, contracts signed using Wrld Bank-
adm nistered funds totalled 1,525, for a value of US$ 230 mllion

41. The World Bank continues to help coordinate the work of donors
participating in the reconstruction progranmme. Particular support has been
provided to UNHCR for its priority refugee return programme. The Bank has been
able to nmobilize substantial resources to rebuild houses in the UNHCR target
zones and to inplenment job-creation programes and ot her schenmes for
infrastructure devel opnment. O her agencies playing a key role with the Wrld
Bank in coordinating reconstruction are: FAO UNESCO the Wrld Health

Organi zation (WHO and the International Labour O ganization (I1LO. These
agenci es |l ead reconstruction task forces set up by the Wrld Bank covering
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agriculture, health, water and enpl oynment. The Wrld Bank and UNDP have cl osely
coordi nated programres, resulting in an excellent | everage of UNDP efforts.

Worl d Food Programme

42. The World Food Programe (WP) has continued to inplenent its 1997 strategy
for phasing down food aid, including the full reassessnent of the beneficiary
caseload in conjunction with the |local authorities. It is building up a

regi ster of the vulnerable who are in need of humanitarian support and

de-sel ecting those beneficiaries who are now able to support thensel ves and
their famlies. 1In February, the beneficiary casel oad was 1, 780,002; by June
this figure will have been reduced by 25 per cent to 1,337,817. O this total
320, 004 peopl e have been identified as nost vul nerable and are receiving a

hi gher ration. The assessnent process is continuing and this figure will rise
over the com ng nonths. At the end of May, a WFP-led Joint Food Al d Needs
Assessment M ssion started visiting all parts of the country. This mssionis
assessing the need for continued food aid and revi ewing the targeti ng approach

43. WFP has begun using food aid to support a nunber of snall-scale, short-term
soci 0-econom ¢ rehabilitation projects ainmed at hel ping beneficiaries in the
transition away fromfree food hand-outs by creating enpl oynent, supporting
training and pronoting self-sufficiency. In addition, WP continues to support
the milling industry in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Weat grain donated by the
United States of America is being processed at six mlls and further donations
of grain are expected from Canada and Italy. |In May, WP began a rehabilitation
project at the Bihac MII to repair war-danmaged infrastructure and repl ace

nmachi nery.

Wrld Health Organi zation

44. The World Health Organization (WHO has succeeded in re-establishing
conmuni cati ons anong heal th professionals fromvarious conmunities in nmany
areas. The reformand reconstruction of the health systemalso continues to
progress, even in the face of reticence fromthe political authorities. |In the
Federation, a working draft of the Strategic Plan for Health System Reformis
expected to be conpleted in June. |In addition, the Republika Srpska's Strategic
Plan for Health System Reform has been conpleted and will be presented shortly
to the Republika Srpska Assenmbly for parlianentary approval .

V. OBSERVATI ONS

45. | warmy wel come the concl usions of the Peace |nplenentation Counci

M nisterial Steering Board, held at Sintra, Portugal, on 30 May 1997 (see

S/ 1997/ 434), at which the Governments of the countries nenbers of the Steering
Board agreed to take strong neasures in support of United Nations priority
concerns, including freedomof novenent, police reform refugee return and
conpliance with the International Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.

46. The ability of IPTF and other branches of the United Nations to operate
effectively in Bosnia and Herzegovi na depends | argely upon the presence on the
ground of a credible mlitary force. Cooperation between SFOR and the United

l...
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Nations is presently excellent. It is in large part owing to the support

provi ded by SFOR that | PTF has been able to make progress recently. Any serious
erosion of the credibility of the mlitary conponent woul d have an i nmedi ate and
negative i nmpact on key United Nations operations. |In particular, the w thdrawa
or large-scal e reduction of SFOR woul d render the position of |PTF in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na | argely untenabl e and woul d affect negatively other vital United
Nations operations, such as those of UNHCR This situation, in which civilian
work can only progress in the context of the continued presence of a credible
international mlitary force, is expected to continue for at |east the com ng
year, i.e., during the consolidation period.

47. Anot her indi spensable elenment to the success of the civilian operation is
the willingness of Menber States to intervene at the political level. This was
denonstrated clearly in the case of IPTF s investigations into alleged human

ri ghts abuses by the local police forces. Followi ng the release of the |PTF
report on an attack perpetrated by the Bosnian Croat police in Mstar and the

i ssuance of a presidential statenent by the Security Council, one Menber State
intervened with the Bosnian Croat authorities and with those of the Republic of
Croatia. That intervention, coupled with United Nations action on the ground,
can be credited with bringing about positive changes in Mstar. Wile the
situation in the city remains difficult, it is undeniable that it has inproved
significantly.

48. The agreenment on the Neretva Canton Police, which involved | ong
negotiations to resolve difficult political issues between the Federation
partners, illustrates a welcome trend towards cooperati on and probl em sol vi ng.
This inproved climte provides the context for the next phase of |PTF activity,
particularly in the area of police reform

49. On the other hand, the refusal of the Republika Srpska Governnent to
cooperate fully with IPTF in the inplenmentation of its nandate is a natter of
great concern. A concerted effort by the international comunity is required to
ensure conpliance by the Governnent of the Republika Srpska with all elenents of
annex 11 to the General Franmework Agreenent for Peace.

50. Finally, I wish to stress that, in addition to political support required
from Governnments, financial support, both for the Police Assistance Programe
and for the Mne Action Centre, is urgently required to enable the mssion to
acconplish its goals.
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Annex

Conposition of the International Police
Task Force as of 10 June 1997*

Argentina 64
Austria 28
Bangl adesh 30
Bul gari a 46
Canada 20
Chile 14
Denmar k 37
Egypt 34
Estoni a 9
Fi nl and 19
France 120
Cer many 166
Chana 87
G eece 9
Hungary 31
I ndi a 95
| ndonesi a 18
I rel and 35
Italy 23
Jor dan 136
Mal aysi a 47
Nepal 43
Net her | ands 60
Ni geri a 16
Nor way 10
Paki st an 79
Pol and 20
Por t ugal 60
Russi an Feder ati on 20
Senegal 32
Spai n 46
Sweden 40
Switzerl and 4
Tuni si a 3
Tur key 27
Ukr ai ne 39

United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Irel and 30
United States of Anerica 215
Tot al 1 812

* The nunber of civilian police nonitors
may vary owi ng to rotations.



