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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The present report gives an account of devel opnents and activities in
respect of the mandate entrusted to the United Nations Irag-Kuwait Cbservation
M ssion (UNTKOV), in accordance with Security Council resolutions 687 (1991) of
8 April and 689 (1991) of 14 June 1991 and 806 (1993) of 5 February 1993. It
covers the period from 24 Septenber 1996 to 26 March 1997.

1. DEVELOPMENTS IN THE DEM LI TARI ZED ZONE

2. During the period under review, the situation in the demlitarized zone was
generally calm However, overflights by unidentified aircraft increased
noti ceabl y.

3. There were fewer conplaints by the parties as conpared with the previous
reporting period: 13 fromKuwait and 10 fromlraq. Conplaints by Irag were
about violations of its territorial waters in the Khaw Abd Allah and viol ations
of its airspace over Safwan and Umm Qasr. Conplaints by Kuwait were about
incursions into its territorial waters in the Khawr Abd Al |l ah, border crossings
and shooting violations in the demlitarized zone. The ngjority of the

conpl aints could not be confirmed. |In nmany cases, there was a considerable tine
| ag between the alleged incident and the tinme it was reported to UN KOM

4. There was an increase in the nunber of violations in the demlitarized
zone. UNIKOMrecorded a total of 161 violations, conprising 14 ground
incursions and 147 air violations. Ten of the 14 ground incursions were rel ated
to the presence of mlitary and arned personnel in the demlitarized zone, while
4 were border crossings into Kuwait by personnel on foot. The air violations,

i nsofar as they could be identified, involved overflights by aircraft of types
used by the coalition forces. In addition, there were 59 shooting reports,
alnost all on the Iragi side of the demlitarized zone. These were shots heard,
often at night, by UNI KOM personnel, who were, however, unable to determ ne who
had fired and with what effect.
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5. Fromthe | ast days of February into the first part of March UN KOM observed
an increase in activities in the Khawr Abd Allah, including the presence of sone
armed Iraqi boats within the waterway. It also received conplaints fromlraq
and Kuwait on alleged violations of their territorial waters. UN KOM stepped up
its nonitoring both fromthe air and on Al Faw peninsul a and the situation has
si nce qui et ened.

6. Activities in the Iraqgi port of Umm Qasr increased significantly. Thirty
cargo shi ps docked at the port during the period under review. Repairs on
several railway lines into the port were conpleted and rail operations in the
port resumed. Mintenance work on the railways and roads to and fromthe port
conti nued.

7. Q| drilling and survey activities continued on the Kuwait side of the
denmilitarized zone. Two new wells becane operational and drilling began at two
additional sites. Survey activity was also carried out throughout the northern
sector. On the Iraqi side, work was conducted on several old wells around
patrol and observation post N7

8. Kuwait continued to focus on security concerns both over land and in the
wat erway. The building of a new bermand trench al ong the boundary of the
demilitarized zone was conpleted during the reporting period. Wrk continued on
an electrified security fence in the zone.

9. As in the past, UN KOM provided security and | ogistic support for four
neetings of the Technical Subcomittee on Mlitary and Gvilian M ssing
Prisoners of War and Mortal Remains of the International Conmttee of the Red
Cross (ICRC). These neetings were held on 6 Novenber and 15 Decenber 1996 and
28 and 29 January and 19 March 1997. They were conducted in the demlitarized
zone alternatively at UNI KOM headquarters in Umm Qasr (lrag) and its support
base at Canmp Khor (Kuwait).

10. In support of its operations, in particular for clearing track routes,

UNI KOM has continually carried out disposal of unexploded m nes and bonblets in
the dem litarized zone. During the period, it detonated 329 unexpl oded objects,
i ncludi ng 209 aerial bonblets, 15 nortar bonbs and 18 artillery shells.

Unexpl oded mi nes and bonbl ets inside the zone and in adjacent areas still cause
civilian casualties.

11. UNIKOM continued to maintain regular and close liaison with the authorities
of both Irag and Kuwait at various |levels, including through its |iaison offices
in Baghdad and Kuwait City. Both parties cooperated with the Mssion in the
conduct of its operations.

[11. ORGANI ZATI ONAL MATTERS
12. As of February 1997, the overall strength of UN KOM was 1,329, as foll ows:
(a) One hundred ninety-seven mlitary observers fromArgentina (3),

Austria (6), Bangl adesh (6), Canada (4), China (11), Denmark (6), Fiji (5),
Finland (5), France (11), Ghana (6), Geece (5), Hungary (6), India (5),
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I ndonesia (6), Ireland (5), Italy (25), Kenya (7), Malaysia (5), N geria (5),
Paki stan (5), Poland (6), Romania (5), the Russian Federation (11), Senegal (5),
Si ngapore (7), Sweden (5), Thailand (5), Turkey (5), the United Kingdom of G eat
Britain and Northern Ireland (12), Uruguay (5), the United States of

Anerica (11) and Venezuela (3);

(b) An infantry battalion of 758 from Bangl adesh
(c) An engineering unit of 50 from Argenti na;

(d) Alogistics unit of 34 from Austri a;

(e) A helicopter unit of 35 from Bangl adesh

(f) A nmedical unit of 14 from Germany;

(g) Two hundred forty-one civilian staff, of whom 71 were recruited
internationally.

Maj or - General G an G useppe Santillo (ltaly) continued as Force Comrander.

I'V. FINANCI AL ASPECTS

13. The CGeneral Assenbly, in its resolution 50/234 of 7 June 1996, appropri ated
$52, 141,900 gross for the maintenance of UNIKOM for the period from1 July 1996
to 30 June 1997, subject to review by the Security Council with regard to the
qgquestion of term nation or continuation of the Mssion. Two thirds of the cost
of the Mssion, equivalent to sone $33.4 nillion, is to be funded through
voluntary contributions fromthe Government of Kuwait. Assessnents on Menber

St at es have been nmade for the period ending 30 April 1997 and the Governnent of
Kuwait has paid its voluntary contributions for the period ending 30 April 1997

14. As at 15 March 1997, unpaid assessed contributions to the Special Account
for UNIKOM since the inception of the Mssion until 30 April 1997 anounted to
$12, 685, 897, which represents some 6 per cent of the assessnment for the M ssion
The unpai d assessed contributions for all peacekeepi ng operations anobunted to
$1.8 billion.

V.  OBSERVATI ONS

15. UNI KOM continues to monitor the denmilitarized zone and the Khawr Abd All ah
and, through its vigilance, has contributed to stability and cal mal ong the
Irag-Kuwait border. 1In carrying out its nandated tasks, UN KOM had the
cooperation of the Governments of Irag and Kuwait. | recomend that the M ssion
be mai nt ai ned.

16. In conclusion | wish to pay tribute to the Force Commander and to the nen
and wonen under his command for the manner in which they have carried out their
task. Their discipline and bearing have been of a high order, reflecting credit
on thenselves, their countries and the United Nations.
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