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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The present report is subnmitted pursuant to paragraph 3 of Security Counci
resolution 1119 (1997) of 14 July 1997, in which the Council requested ne to
submt by 5 January 1998 a report on the situation in the Prevlaka peninsula as
wel | as on progress made by the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia towards a settlenment to resolve peacefully their differences in this
ar ea.

2. The United Nations M ssion of Cbhservers in Prevlaka (UNMOP) consists of 28
United Nations military observers (see annex) headed by a Chief Mlitary
Qobserver, Col onel Harold Maaki o Tangai (Kenya). The current mandate of the

m ssion expires on 15 January 1998.

3. In accordance with resolution 1119 (1997), UNMOP continues to nonitor the
demilitarization of the Prevlaka peninsula and of the neighbouring areas in
Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia by carrying out vehicle and foot
patrols on both sides of the international border, except when prevented from
doing so by restrictions of nmovenent inposed by one party or the other. As part
of its work, the mssion holds regular neetings with |ocal authorities in order
to strengthen |iaison, reduce tension, inprove safety and security and pronote
confi dence between the parties. |In that context, the Chief Mlitary Qoserver
mai ntains contacts with the authorities in Zagreb and Bel grade in order to
address issues arising fromresolution 1119 (1997). Cooperation between UNVOP
and the multinational stabilization force is maintained through regul ar

neeti ngs.

1. SITUATION I N THE AREA OF RESPONSI BI LI TY OF THE UNI TED
NATI ONS M SSI ON OF OBSERVERS | N PREVLAKA

4. Since the subm ssion of ny report of 1 July 1997 (S/1997/506), the
situation in the UNMOP area of responsibility has renmained stable. Qccasiona
violations of the denmilitarization reginme, consisting of several sightings of
Croatian Arny and Yugosl av personnel and one sighting of a Croatian heavy weapon
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were fewer in nunber and of |esser significance than simlar violations reported
in the past.

5. The | ong-standing violations of the demlitarization regime in the United
Nations controlled zone (the so-called "Blue Zone") continue, caused by the
presence of approximately 30 Croatian Special Police, |ocated at two positions
and one checkpoint, and of approximately six Yugoslav (Montenegrin) Border
Police, located at one position and one checkpoint.

6. In addition, the waters of the United Nations controlled zone continue to
be violated frequently by Croatian and Yugosl av fishing boats, as well as
occasionally by Croatian police boats. The Croatian authorities continue to
grant civilians, including journalists, unauthorized access to the northern part
of the United Nations controlled zone, close to the Prevl aka conpound.

7. The nost significant long-standing violation in the denilitarized zone (the
so-cal l ed "Yel |l ow Zone") is the continuing presence of Yugoslav Army troops in
the north-western part. Owing to the restriction inposed by the Yugosl av
authorities on the novenent of United Nations mlitary observers in that area,
UNMOP has not been able to ascertain the strength and armanment of these Yugosl av
Arny troops.

8. As regards the freedom of nmovenent of United Nations military observers
el sewhere in the UNMOP area of responsibility, Croatia continues to deny them
routine access to positions in the northern portion of the demlitarized zone
and to several positions in the southern portion

9. Since ny previous report, the observed nunber of Croatian Special Police
personnel deployed in the UNMOP area of responsibility has decreased from
approxi mately 350 to approximately 250. |t should be noted that the agreed
regine of demlitarization inposes no limt upon the nunber of police personne
inside the demlitarized zone, where practically all of the reduction occurred.

I11. PROGRESS TOMRDS ADCPTI ON OF THE PRACTI CAL OPTI ONS

10. During discussions with the Croatian and Yugoslav authorities in

Oct ober 1997, the Chief Mlitary Qoserver again appealed to the parties to

i mprove their conpliance with the demlitarization regime. |In particular, he
urged the parties to renove | andm nes fromareas patrolled by the United Nations
mlitary observers and to cease their interference with the observers' freedom
of novenent. These steps are anong the practical options that were proposed by
UNMOP in May 1996, as part of the procedures to reduce tension and inprove
safety and security in the area (see S/ 1996/502, para. 7).

11. Foll owi ng negoti ati ons between UNMOP and Croatian officials, the Mnister
of Internal Affairs of Croatia ordered the clearing of a mnefield along a road
inside the United Nations controlled zone. During Novenber and Decenber, a
total of 67 mines were cleared. Upon the conpletion of this project, the
Croatian authorities closed three positions of the Special Police inside the
United Nations controlled zone. These actions represent the first substanti al
progress towards inplenmentation of the practical options since June 1996
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Subsequently, the Yugoslav Arny conducted a mi ne-searching operation along a
road inside the United Nations controlled zone and confirned that the road was
free of mnes. As a result of these actions by the parties, United Nations
mlitary observers are now able to patrol all roads inside the United Nations
controlled zone without risk to their safety.

12. Efforts by the Chief Mlitary Chserver to establish procedures for regul ar
access to positions throughout the UNMOP area of responsibility have not so far
been successful. The Yugoslav authorities have, however, lifted the partia
restriction on the access of United Nations military observers to Border Police
positions and also on their use of a road in the denmlitarized zone.

V. PROGRESS TOMRDS A SETTLEMENT

13. Since ny previous report, the parties have continued to indicate in their
contacts with United Nations officials that their bilateral negotiations
pursuant to the Agreement on Nornalization of Relations between the Federa
Republ i ¢ of Yugoslavia and the Republic of Croatia, signed at Bel grade on

23 August 1996 (S/ 1996/ 706, annex), have not yet addressed the Prevl aka dispute
directly and that there has been no progress towards a settlenment. Public
statenents by senior government officials in Croatia and the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a have confirned those indications.

14. The unresol ved di spute over Prevlaka continues to obstruct progress towards
openi ng the international border crossing at Debeli Brijeg, inside the UNMOP
area of responsibility. Croatian and Yugoslav officials have agai n been unabl e
to reach agreenent on the status of this crossing point, despite the signing on
15 Septenber of a "soft border regime" to regul ate other border crossings
between Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (S/1997/767, para. 33).

V.  OBSERVATI ONS

15. Since ny previous report, the parties have continued to indicate in their
contacts with UNMOP that they retain their divergent interpretations of the
Prevl aka di spute, as reflected in their letters addressed to ne on

12 Decenber 1997 (S/1997/984) and 22 Decenber 1997 (S/1997/1002) respectively.
For Croatia, it is a security issue, whereas the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
regards it as a territorial issue.

16. The stability which has prevailed in the UNMOP area of responsibility since
the establishnent of the mission on 1 February 1996 has not been di srupted by
any serious incidents. The welcone steps of conpliance with the practica
options proposed by UNMOP have served to confirmthe | essening of tensions.
Furthernore, both parties have continued to reiterate, publicly as well as in
contacts with ny Chief Mlitary Observer, their firmcomitnment to a negotiated
resol ution of the disputed issue of Prevlaka in accordance with article 4 of
their Agreement on Nornalization of Relations.

17. On the other hand, substantive negotiations have not started and, in
di scussions with UNMOP, Croatian and Yugoslav officials have held out no
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prospect of an end to the long-termviolations in the United Nations controlled
zone (see para. 5). It is the assessnent of the Chief MIlitary Cbserver that
these and the other violations of the demlitarization regine do not threaten
stability in the UNMOP area of responsibility and do not prevent UNMOP from
carrying out its mandate. However, together with the continuing divergence of
views on the exact delimtation of the United Nations controlled and
denmilitarized zones, they provide a constant irritant in the relations between
UNMOP and the | ocal authorities, an irritant which should be renoved.

18. UNMOP plays an essential role in nmaintaining conditions conducive to
negoti ations, and recent devel opnents at other parts of the border between
Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia give ne grounds for hope that the
two countries can solve the disputed issue of Prevlaka through nutua
negotiations. Until then they have agreed to respect the existing security
regi ne established through United Nations nonitoring. | therefore recommend a
further six-nmonth extension of the UNMOP mandate until 15 July 1998. | appea
to Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia once again to comence
substantive talks. Should they so wi sh, the whole set of instrunments of the
United Nations is at their disposal to assist in the search for a peacefu
settl ement.

19. In conclusion, | would like to pay tribute to the Chief Mlitary Qoserver
and the men and wonen of UNMOP who have carried out their inportant tasks in a
conscientious and effective manner
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Annex

Conposition and strength of the mlitary el enents of
the United Nations M ssion of (bservers in Prevl aka
as at 19 Decenber 1997

Nunber of
Nationality mlitary observers

Argentina
Bangl adesh
Bel gi um
Brazi |
Canada
Czech Republic
Denmar k
Egypt
Fi nl and
Ghana
| ndonesi a
I rel and
Jor dan
Kenya
Nepa
New Zeal and
Ni geri a
Nor way
Paki st an
Pol and
Por t ugal
Russi an Federation
Sweden
Swit zerl and
Wkr ai ne

Tot al

)
||0)|HHHHHHHHHHHNHHNNHHHHHHHHH



