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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The present report on the United Nations Irag-Kuwait Cbservation M ssion
(UNI KOV) covers devel opnents since ny report of 2 Qctober 1995 (S/1995/836) and
gives an account of the activities of UNIKOMin pursuance of the mandate
entrusted to it by the Security Council in resolutions 687 (1991), 689 (1991)
and 806 (1993).

[1. ACTIVITIES OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS | RAQ KUWAI T
OBSERVATI ON M SSI ON AND THE SI TUATION | N THE
DEM LI TARI ZED ZONE

2. During the period under review, the situation in the demlitarized zone
(DVZ) was generally calm UN KOM received nine formal conplaints: three from
Irag and six fromKuwait. O these, UNIKOM was able to confirm one conpl ai nt
fromlrag, concerning overflights of the DMZ by mlitary aircraft on 14 and

18 Decenber 1995, although their nationality could not be determ ned. UN KOM
al so confirned one conplaint fromKuwait, concerning two lIraqi border policenen
who had crossed the border on 12 March 1996 and recrossed it a short while

| ater.

3. On several occasions, UNIKOM patrols saw single tracer rounds being fired
into the air on the Iragi side of the DMZ and heard rounds being fired from
small arms on either side. Such firing appeared not to be directed at anyone,
and it has not been possible to establish who fired or why.

4. There were a nunber of overflights by F-4, F-16 and A-10 mlitary aircraft.
Such aircraft are used by the coalition forces, but the nationalities could not
be confirmed. On 2 Decenber 1995, a lowflying Bl ackhawk helicopter for a tine
foll owed a UNI KOM hel i copter which was on a reconnai ssance flight in the DMVZ
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5. An incident occurred on 23 March 1996 when three nasked men armed with

assault rifles forced their way into a UNI KOM patrol base in the northern
sector, on the lragi side of the DMZ. The notive appeared to be robbery, and
the men retreated before soldiers of the Bangl adesh battalion which had arrived
to secure the base. The Iraqgi |iaison officer was infornmed of the incident, and
steps were taken by himto establish random police checkpoints around the area.
UNI KOM has tightened security of its patrol bases in that vicinity.

6. Q1| drilling and the devel opment of related infrastructure within the DVZ
i ncreased on both sides of the border. There was also an increase in farm ng
and grazing activities in keeping with seasonal changes.

7. Kuwait added a number of ranps to its barbed-wire fence and sand berm al ong
the border to facilitate observation of its border police by vehicle patrols.
It also built an observation tower in the area between Safwan and Urm Qasr.

8. UNI KOM noni tored the DMZ from patrol and observation bases, through ground
and air patrols, and fromtenporary observation points in the popul ated areas.
(A map showi ng UNI KOM s depl oynent is attached.) UNKOM naintained liaison with
the Iragi and Kuwaiti authorities at all levels and coordinated with themin
cases of unauthorized border crossing and repatriation. It also cooperated
closely on such matters with the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Comm ssi oner
for Refugees (UNHCR) and the International Committee of the Red Cross (1 CRC).

9. UNI KOM provi ded the venue and support for five neetings of the Technical
Subcommittee on Mlitary and Cvilian Mssing Prisoners of War and Mort al
Rermai ns. The neetings were held alternately in Umm Qasr (lraq) and Canp Khor
(Kuwai t) under the auspices of |CRC

[11. ORGANI ZATI ONAL MATTERS

10. As of March 1996, the overall strength of UNI KOM was 1,356, as foll ows:

(a) 245 mlitary observers fromArgentina (6), Austria (7),
Bangl adesh (10), Canada (4), China (15), Denmark (5), Fiji (7), Finland (7),
France (15), Ghana (6), G eece (6), Hungary (6), India (7), Indonesia (6),
Ireland (6), Italy (7), Kenya (6), Malaysia (6), N geria (7), Pakistan (8),
Pol and (6), Romania (6), Russian Federation (15), Senegal (7), Singapore (6),
Sweden (6), Thailand (7), Turkey (6), United Kingdomof Great Britain and
Northern Ireland (15), Uruguay (7), United States of America (15) and
Venezuel a (2);

(b) An infantry battalion of 775 all ranks from Bangl adesh;

(c) An engineer unit of 50 from Argenti na;

(d) A logistics unit of 34 from Austri a;

(e) A helicopter unit of 29 from Bangl adesh;
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(f) A nmedical unit of 12 from Germany;
(g) 211 civilian staff, of whom 72 were recruited internationally.

On 1 Decenber 1995, Major-Ceneral G an G useppe Santillo (Italy) succeeded
Maj or - General Krishna N. S. Thapa (Nepal) as Force Conmander.

11. There were a nunber of changes in the support elenents: |n October 1995, a
hel i copter unit from Bangl adesh replaced the chartered helicopter. In

Decenber 1995, a civilian nedical unit from Germany took over fromthe
contractor. |In January 1996, the Danish logistic unit was replaced by a unit
fromAustria. UNKOMretained use of a chartered fixed-wing aircraft.

12. In the interest of econony and efficiency, | have approved a nodest
stream i ni ng proposed by CGeneral Santillo, reducing the nunber of mlitary
observers by about 50. The reduction will involve staff positions at the

M ssion and Sector headquarters, as well as the patrol bases. One Sector

headquarters will be elimnated entirely, leaving two sectors instead of three.
The operational activities of UNKOMw Il not be affected by the reduction; its
active presence in the field will be nmaintained at the same | evel as at present.

I'V. FINANCI AL ASPECTS

13. The CGeneral Assenbly, by its resolution 49/245 of 12 July 1995, authorized
ne to enter into commtnments for UNKOM at a nonthly rate of $1,811, 900 gross
for the period ending 30 June 1996. This is in addition to the two-thirds share
of $3, 188,100 per nmonth to be net through voluntary contributions fromthe
Governnent of Kuwait. This authorization is subject to review by the Security
Counci|l of the nmandate of the Mssion. Assessnents on Menber States have been
nmade for the period ending 30 April 1996 and the Governnment of Kuwait has paid
its voluntary contributions for the period ending 31 Cctober 1995.

14. At the end of February 1996, unpai d assessed contributions to the Special
Account for UNIKOM for the period since the inception of the Mssion through

30 April 1996 anpunted to $28,822,142. The total unpaid assessed contributions
for all peace-keeping operations anounted to $1.9 billion

V.  OBSERVATI ONS

15. During the last six nonths, the Irag-Kuwait border and the DMZ have
remai ned generally calm UN KOM contributed to this situation through its

patrolling and liaison activities. In carrying out its tasks, UN KOM received
the cooperation of both sides. | recomend that the M ssion be maintained.
16. In conclusion, | wish to pay tribute to General Santillo and the men and

wonmen under his command for the manner in which they have di scharged their
responsibilities. Their discipline and bearing have been of a high order,
reflecting credit on thenselves, on their countries and on the United Nations.
| also wish to pay special tribute to General Thapa for his outstanding

| eadership during his two years as Force Comander
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