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Letter dated 6 April 1995 from the Chargé d’affaires a.i .
of the Permanent Mission of the United States of America
to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to forward herewith a statement by the Secretary of State
of the United States of America, issued yesterday, announcing a declaration by
President Clinton on security assurances for non-nuclear-weapon States parties
to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (see annex).

I would be grateful if you would arrange to have the present letter and its
annex circulated as a document of the General Assembly, under item 68 of the
preliminary list, and of the Security Council.

(Signed ) Edward W. GNEHM

________________________
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ANNEX

Statement issued on 5 April 1995 by the Honourable
Warren Christopher, Secretary of State, regarding a
declaration by the President on security assurances
for non-nuclear-weapon States Parties to the Treaty

on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons

The United States of America believes that universal adherence to and
compliance with international conventions and treaties seeking to prevent the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction is a cornerstone of global
security. The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons is a central
element of this regime. 5 March 1995 was the twenty-fifth anniversary of its
entry into force, an event commemorated by President Clinton in a speech in
Washington, D.C., on 1 March 1995. A conference to decide on the extension of
the Treaty will begin in New York on 17 April 1995. The United States considers
the indefinite extension of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons without conditions as a matter of the highest national priority and will
continue to pursue all appropriate efforts to achieve that outcome.

It is important that all parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons fulfil their obligations under the Treaty. In that regard,
consistent with generally recognized principles of international law, parties to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons must be in compliance
with these undertakings in order to be eligible for any benefits of adherence to
the Treaty.

The United States reaffirms that it will not use nuclear weapons against
non-nuclear-weapon States Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons except in the case of an invasion or any other attack on the
United States, its territories, its armed forces or other troops, its allies, or
on a State towards which it has a security commitment, carried out or sustained
by such a non-nuclear-weapon State in association or alliance with a nuclear-
weapon State.

Aggression with nuclear weapons, or the threat of such aggression, against
a non-nuclear-weapon State Party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons would create a qualitatively new situation in which the nuclear-
weapon-State permanent members of the United Nations Security Council would have
to act immediately through the Security Council, in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations, to take the measures necessary to counter such aggression
or to remove the threat of aggression. Any State which commits aggression
accompanied by the use of nuclear weapons or which threatens such aggression
must be aware that its actions are to be countered effectively by measures to be
taken in accordance with the Charter to suppress the aggression or remove the
threat of aggression.

Non-nuclear-weapon States Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons have a legitimate desire for assurances that the United Nations
Security Council, and above all its nuclear-weapon-State permanent members,
would act immediately in accordance with the Charter, in the event such
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non-nuclear-weapon States are the victim of an act of, or object of a threat of,
aggression in which nuclear weapons are used.

The United States affirms its intention to provide or support immediate
assistance, in accordance with the Charter, to any non-nuclear-weapon State
Party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons that is a victim
of an act of, or an object of a threat of, aggression in which nuclear weapons
are used.

Among the means available to the Security Council for assisting such a
non-nuclear-weapon State Party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons would be an investigation into the situation and appropriate measures to
settle the dispute and to restore international peace and security.

United Nations Member States should take appropriate measures in response
to a request for technical, medical, scientific or humanitarian assistance from
a non-nuclear-weapon State Party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons that is a victim of an act of aggression with nuclear weapons,
and the Security Council should consider what measures are needed in this regard
in the event of such an act of aggression.

The Security Council should recommend appropriate procedures, in response
to any request from a non-nuclear-weapon State Party to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons that is the victim of such an act of
aggression, regarding compensation under international law from the aggressor
for loss, damage or injury sustained as a result of the aggression.

The United States reaffirms the inherent right, recognized under Article 51
of the Charter, of individual and collective self-defence if an armed attack,
including a nuclear attack, occurs against a Member of the United Nations, until
the Security Council has taken measures necessary to maintain international
peace and security.
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