national Economic and Social Affairs of the United
Nations Secretariat as a focal point for the exchange of
such experience between the organizations of the United
Nations system;

7.  Reaffirms the importance of the provisions of the
International Plan of Action on Aging regarding the neces-
sity of halting the arms race and rechannelling the
resources spent for military purposes to the needs of
economic and social development, particularly for the
improvement of the social status of the elderly;

8. Urges the Secretary-General to take the necessary
steps to ensure that advisory and other services to
developing countries that request them are provided to the
extent feasible in technical co-operation programmes and/
or through the resources of the Trust Fund for Aging;

9. Urges the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities, as a leading organization in international popu-
lation assistance, to sustain its financial support for techni-
cal co-operation activities in respect of aging, particularly
in view of the importance given to that issue by the Inter-
national Conference on Population in its recommendations
for the further implementation of the World Population
Plan of Action;

10.  Requests the Secretary-General to take concrete
measures on an urgent basis to promote the financial via-
bility and effectiveness of the Trust Fund;

11. Urges Governments and non-governmental organi-
zations to continue and, where possible, to increase their
contributions to the Trust Fund, and calls upon Govern-
ments and non-governmental organizations that have not
yet done so to consider contributing to the Trust Fund:

12. Requests the Secretary-General, in order to facili-
tate contributions by Governments, to include the Trust
Fund, on an annual basis, among the programmes for
which funds are pledged at the United Nations Pledging
Conference for Development Activities;

13. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to
the General Assembly at its forty-first session on the
implementation of the present resolution, in particular on
the measures and steps he has taken to further develop the
Trust Fund.
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1985/29. The family

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 1983/23 of 26 May 1983 on the
role of the family in the development process,

Taking note - with satisfaction of the report of the
Secretary-General on the impact of development on the
institution of the family,*” and of its conclusions,

Emphasizing the need for the greatest importance to be
given to the family as basic unit of society and natural
environment for the growth and well-being of all its
members,

Affirming the importance of national policies which meet
the needs of familics and enable them to perform their
essential role,

Recognizing that consideration of the needs of families
is made more necessary by the special constraints which
families are experiencing in social situations that are often
difficult, and that it has also become more complex as a
result of the growing diversity that can be observed in the
forms of the institution of the family
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I. Renews its invitation to Member States to expand
their efforts at the national and community levels to consider,
examine. identify and evaluate the needs of families and the
ways in which those needs may be more effectively met;

2. Appeals to ftuture United Nations meetings on
developmental social welfare policies and programmes to
include in their deliberations the question of development
and families, paying particular attention to the support of
the family unit as a framework in which and through
which social welfare policies and programmes can provide
more effective support to family members;

3. Invites the various regional meetings at ministerial
level scheduled to take place in 1985 and 1986 to consider
also the question of development and families, so that each
region’s concerns may be fully represented;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to obtain informa-
tion, to be supplied by countries and relevant international
organizations, on policies and programmes concerning
families, and to promote the improvement of the scope,
availability and comparability of statistics and indicators
relating to families:

5. Requests the Secrctary-General to ensure con-
sistency between the policies and concepts contained in
United Nations programmes and plans of action having a
bearing on the family. in co-operation with the Commis-
sion on the Status of Women, the Population Commission
and other relevant bodies;

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to study the
data available in the reports and action plans developed in
the course of recent United Nations activities such as the
World Assembly on Aging, the International Year of Dis-
abled Persons, the International Year of the Child and the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Develop-
ment and Peace, taking into account the need to strengthen
policies for the welfare of the entire society:

7. Further requests the Secretary-General to study
further the impact of development on the family as an
institution and to submit a progress report to the Council at
its first regular session of 1987, through the Commission
for Social Development at its thirtieth session, on develop-
ments  concerning  national  family policies and pro-
grammes;

8. Invites the Gencral Assembly to consider the possi-
bility of including in the provisional agenda of its forty-
first session an item entitled “Families in the development
process”, with a view to considering a possible request to
the Secretary-General 1o initiate a process of development
of global awareness of the issues involved, directed
towards  Governments.  intergovernmental and  non-
governmental organizations and public opinion.

23rd plenary meeting
29 May 1985

1985/ 30. Co-ordination and information in the field
of vouth

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolunons 1979/27 of 9 May 1979, 1980/
25 of 2 May 1980. 1981/25 of 6 May 1981, 1982/28 of 4
May 1982, 1983/26 ot 26 May 1983 and 1984/44 of 21
May 1984, on co-ordination and information in the field of
youth,

Recalling also General Assembly resolutions 34/151 of
17 December 1979, 36/28 of 13 November 1981, 37/48 of
3 December 1982, 38722 of 22 November 1983 and 39/22
of 23 November 1984 on the International Youth Year:
Participation, Development, Peace,

Considering that the process of preparation and obser-



