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RECOMMENDATIONS, RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE

1. At its 12th p1enary meeting, on 14 August 1984, the Conference adopted the
Declaration and the recommendations the text df which is set out be1ow. At its
10th and 12 p1enary meetings, on 13 and 14 August 1984, respective1y, it adopted
reso1utions r and II the tex\: of which is reproc:luced at the end of this chapëer ,
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A. MEXICO CITY DECL~~TION ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

1. The International Conference on Population met in Mexico City from 6 te
14 August 1984, to appraise the Implementation of the World Population Plan of
Action, adopted by consensus at Bucharest, 10 years age. The Conference reaffirmed
the full validity of the principles.and objectives of the World Population Plan of
Action and adopted a set of recommendations for the further Implementation of the
Plan in the years ahead.

.'

2. The world has undergone far-reaching changes in the past decade.
Significant progress in many fields important for human welfare has been made
through national and international efforts. Howeverl! for a large number of
countries it has been a period of instability, increased unemployme~t, mounting
external indebtedness, stagnation and even decline in economic growth. The number
of people living in absolute poverty has increased.

3. Economie difficulties and problems of resource mobilization have been
particularly serious in the developing countries. Growing international
disparities have further exacerbated already serious problems in social and
economic terms. Firm and widespread hope was expressed that increasing
international co-operation will lead to a growth in welfare and wealth, their just
and equitable distribution and minimal wasts in use of resources, thereby promoting
development and peace for the benefit of the w~rld's population.

4. Population growth, high mortality and morbidity, and migration preblems
continue to be causes of great concern requiring Immediate action.

5. The Conference confirms that the principal aim of social, economic and
human development, of which population goals and policies are Integral parts, is to
improve the standards of living and quality of life of the people. This
Declaration constitutes a solemn undertaking by the nations and international
organi:~ations gathered in Mexico City to respect national sovereignty, to combat
all forros of racial discrimination, including apartheid, and to promote social and
economic development, human rights and individual freedom.

* * *
6. Since Bucharest the global population growth rate has declined from 2.03

to 1.67 per cent per year. In the next decade the growttl rate will decline more
slowly. Moreover, the annual increase in numbers is expected to continue and may
reach 90 million by the year 2000$ Ninety per cent of that increase will occur in
developing countries and at that time 6.1 billion people are expected to inhabit
the Earth.
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7. Demographie differences between developed and developing countries remain
striking. The average life expectancy at birth, which has increased almost
everywhere. is 73 years in developed countries, while in developing countries it i8
only 57 years and families in developing countries tend to be much larger than
elsewhere. This gives cause for concern since social and population pressures may
contribute to the continuation of the wide disparity in welfare and the quality of
life between developing and developed countries.
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8. In the past decade, population issues have been increasingly recognized
as a fundamental element in development planning. To be realistic, development
policies, plans and programmes must reflect the inextricable links between
population, resources, environment and development. Priority should be given to
action programmes integrating all essential population and development factors,
taking fully into account the need for rational utilization of natural resources
and protection of the physical environment and preventing its further deterioration.

9. The experience with population policies in recent years is encouraging.
Mortality and morbidity rates have been lowered, although not to the desired
extent. Family planning programmes have been successful in reducing fertility at
relatively low cost. Countries which consider that their population growth rate
hinders their national development plans should adopt appropriate population
policies and programmes. Timely action could avoid the accentuation of problems
such as overPOpulation, unemployment, food shortages, and environmental degradation.

10. Population and development policies reinforce each other when they are
responsive to individual, family and community needs. Experience from the past
decade demonstrates the necessity of the full participation by the entire community
and grass-roots organizations in the design and implementation of policies and
programmes. This will ensure that programmes are relevant to local needs and in
keeping with personal and social values. It will also promote social awareness of
demographic problems.

11. Improving the status of women and enhancing their role is an important
goal in itself and will also influence family life and size in a positive way.
Community support is essential to bring about the full integration and
participation of women into all phases and functions of the Jevelopme~t process.
Institutional, economic and cultural barriers must be removed and broad and swift
action taken to assist women in attaining full equality with men in the social,
political and economic life of their communities. To achieve this goal, it is
necessary for men and women to share jointly resPOnsibilities in areas such as
family life, child-caring and family planning. Governments should formulate and
implement concrete policies which would enhance the status and role of women.

12. Unwanted high fertility adversely affects the health and welfare of
individuals and families, especially among the poor, and seriously impedes social
and economic progress in many countries. Women and children are the main victims
of unregulated fertility. Too many, too close, too early and too late pregnancies
are a major cause of maternal, infant and childhood mortality and morbidity.

13. Although considerable progress has been made since Bucharest, millions of
people still lack access to safe and effective family planning methods. By the
year 2000 sorne 1.6 billion women will be of childbearing age, 1.3 billion of them
in developing countries. Major efforts must be made now té ensure that aIl couples
and individuals can exercise their basic human right to decide freely, resPOnsibly '~

and without coercion, the number and spacing of their children and to have the
information, education and means to do so. In exercising this right, the best 1
interests of theirliving and future children as well as the responsibility towards 1

the community should be taken into account. 1

14. Although modern contraceptive technology has brought considerable
progress into family p~anning programmes, increased funding is required in order
develop new methods and to improve the safety, efficacy and acceptability of

-3-
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existing rnethods. Expanded research should also be undertaken in human
reproduction to solve problems of infertility and subfecundity.

15. As part of the overall goal to irnprove the health standards for aIl
people, special attention should be given te maternaI and child health services
within a primary health care system. Through breast-feeding, adequate nutrition,
cJ.ean water, immunization programmes, oral rehydration therapy and birth spacing, a
virtual revolution in child survival could be achieved. The impact would be
dramatic in humanitarian and fertility terms.

16. The coming decades will see rapid changes in population structures with
marked regional variations. The absolute numbers of children and youth in
developing countries will continue to rise so rapidly that special programmes will
be necessary to resPOnd to their needs and aspirations, including productive
employrnent. Aging of populations is a phenomenon which many countries will
experience. This issue requires attention particularly in developed countries in
view of its social implications and the active contribution the aged can make to
the social, cultural and economic life in their countries.

17. Rapid urbanization will continue to be a salient feature. By the end of
the century, 3 billion people, 48 per cent of the world's population, might live in
cities, frequently very lùrge cities. Integrated urban and rural development
strategies should therefore be an essential part of population policies~ They
should be based on a full evaluation of the costs and benefits to individuals,
groups and regions involved, should respect basic human rights and use incentives
rather than restrictive measures.

18. The volume and nature of international migratory movements continue to
undergo rapid changes. Illegal or undocumented migration and refugee movements
havEI gained particular importance, labour migration of considerable magnitude
occurs in aIl regions. The outflow of skills remains a serious human resource
problern in rnany developing countries. It is indispensable to safeguard the
individual and social rights of the persons involved and to protect them from
exploitation and treatment not in conformity with basic human rights, it is aiso
necessary to guide these different migration streams. To achieve th~s, the
co-operation of countries of origin and destination and the assistance of
international organizations are required.

19. As the years since 1974 have shown, the political commitment of Heads of
State and oth(~r leaders and the willingness of Governments to take the lead in
formulating population programmes and allocating the necessary resources are
crucial for the further implementation of the World Population Plan of Action.
Governments should attach high priority to the attain~ent o~ self-reliance in the
management of such programmes, strengthen their administrative ,and managerial
capabilities 6 and ensure co-ordination of international assistance at the national
level.

20. The years since Bucharest have also shown that international co-operation
in the field of population is essential for the implementation of recommendations
agreed upon by the international community and can be notably pllccessful. The need
for increased reseurces for population activities is emphasiz t d. Adequate and
substantial international support and assistance will greatly .. 3cilitate the
efforts of Governments. It should be provided wholeheartedly and in a spirit of
universal solidarity and enlightened self-interest. The. United Nations farnily
should continue te pertorm its vital responsibilities.
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21. Non-governmental organizations have a continuing important role in the
implementation of the World Population Plan of Action and deserve encouragement and
support from Governments and international organizations. Members of Parliament,
community leaders, scientists, the media and others in influential positions are
called upon to assist in aIl aspects of population and development work.

* * *
~2. At Bucharest, the world was made aware of the gravity and magnitude of

the population problerns and their close interrelationship with economic and social
development. The message of Mexico City is to forge ahead with effective
implementation of the World Population Plan of Action aimed at improving standards
of living and quality of life for aIl peoples of this planet in promotion of their
common destiny in peace and security.

23. IN ISSUING THIS DECLARATION, ALL PARTICIPANTS AT THE INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE ON POPULATION REITERATE THEIR COMMITMENT AND REDEDICATE THEMSELVES TO
THE FURTHER IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLAN.
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1. During the years since the United Nations World Population Conference
in 1974, the World Conference Plan of Action al has served as a guide to action in
the field of population for Governrnents, for international organizations and for
non-governrnental organizations. The consensus of Bucharest has facilitated
international co-operation and helped to bring population issues to the forefront.
The principles and objectives of the Plan have shown thernselves to rernain valid and
are reaffirrned.

2. However, the dernographic, social, econornic and political conditions of
the world have changed considerably. In rnany developing countries the dernographic
situation has irnproved sinc~ 1974J fertility has declined, rnorbidity has
dirninished, infant rnortality has declined and life expectancy has increased. There
have also been irnprovernents in the social sphere. In rnany developing countries
school enrolrnent and literacy rates have increased, and access to'health services
has improved. For the developing countries as a whole, there has been an increase
in per capita calorie supply, though in sorne regions, such as Africa, per capita
calorie supply has not irnproved. Economie trends have, however, been less
encouraging. Although per capita incorne did not grow as rapidly since 1974 as in
the previous 10 years, it is none the less t r ue that per capita incorne did grow
moderately in a nurnber of developing countries during that periode During the
latter part of the decade, however, many developing countries experienced little or
no growth in per capita incorne, and rnany experienced actual declines in per capita
Lncome with the result that the gap between the per capita incarnes of many
developed and most developing countries widened during, the periode Moreover, while
progress has been made in achieving sorne goals of the Wotld Population Plan of
Action, other goals have not been met. Sorne important gaps in knowledge have been
filled and new issues have ernerged to challenge the international cornmunity.
Therefore, as foreseen at Bucharest, sorne of the goals and recornmendations of the
Plan now calI for cornplementing and further refinerneht" Though the cornmunity of
nations has made considerable progress in the pursuit of the goals of the World
Population Plan of Action, there is still a great need for continuation and
acceleration in these efforts to rea1ize those goals, as they have been refined at
Mexico City in August 1984.

3. with respect to sorne major issues raised in the Plan, the fo110wing facts
and trends deserve special mention:

(a) Though the global rate of population growth has dec1ined slightly since
1974, the world population has increased by 770 million during the decade, and
90 per cent of that increase has occurred in the developing countries.
Furtherrnore, the annual additions to the world's population a~e increasing in
size. Moreover, in many countries of Africa, Latin America and Asia growth rates
have increased owing to rnortality dec1ines not accompanied by equivalent declines
in fertilitYJ

(b) At the global level, and in virtually aIl countries, the level of
rnorta1ity has fallen. However, the targets set by the World Population Plan of
Action have not been met. At the same tirne, new approaches in' the form of prirnary
hea1th care have been widely adopted;

(c) At the global 1evel, fertility declined substantia1ly but, as with
population growth, the changes in sorne regions were far greater than in others.
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III

For national and sub-national groups in populations and sub-populationsrepresenting about one fourth of the world's population, no decline of fertilitywas observed. The fertility changes were associated with progress insocio-economic development, with continued changes in the status of women, withchanges in family structure in sorne regions, and with the increased availabilityfamily planning services;

(d) Improvements in the status of women havebeen promoted by the WorldPopulation Plan of Action and the plans and programmes generated under the aegis ofthe United Nations Decade for Women. However, persisting inequalities betweenwomen and men are evident in the higher incidence of poverty, unemployment andilliteracy among women, the limited range of employment categories and theunevenshare of home and family resPOnsibilities borne by women. At the same time, it isincreasingly recognized that socio-economic development is cU4tailed without theactive participation of women in aIl fields of activity;

(e) Access to and knowledge of family planning have come to be much morewidely permitted and supported by Governments as a contribution to maternaI andchild health, to the human rights of individuals and couples, and as a demographicmeasure. Nevertheless, data from the World Fertility Survey for developingcountries indicate that, of women who wanted no more children and were exposed tothe risk of pregnancy, on average over half were not using contraception;

(f) As a result of demographic trends, population structures have changed.In particular, the aging of populations and changes in household and familystructure and composition have continued;

(g) In most regions of the world, urban populations continued to increase farmore rapidly than total populations. In sorne developed countries, however, therewas a trend towards deconcentration. Rapid urban population growth has become amatter of growing POlicy concern to most Governments, particularly in thedeveloping regions in which the urban unemployment level remains extremely high.In sorne reg ions, the continued high levels of rural population growth renders ruraldevelopment difficult;

(h) Persistent disparities among countries, particularly in population andeconomic development as also the felt needs of sorne host countries, have increasedthe potential of further international migration. These migrant workers docontribute ta the economic development of receiving countries. However, thedirection, magnitude and the type of international migration flows is a matter ofconcern to borne countries;

(i) The flows of refugees are increasing in different regions of the worldand are also a matter of increasing concern;

(j) Problems relating to involuntary migration have also increased;

(k) The overall social and economic development of the developing countriesand the implementation of effective measures to deal with population trends in theperiod 1974-1984 have been greatly hampered by the serious effects of theinternational economic crisis on the economies of the developing countries. In themajority of developing countries, increases in population and its aspirations havecontributed to increasing imports versus exports - food in particu~ar.Furthermore, existing population programmes have been greatly affected by ashortage of adequate resources from both national and international sources,
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(1) In many countries the population has continued to grow rapidly,
aggravating such environmental and natural resource problems as soil erosion,
desertification and deforestation, which affect food and agricultural production.
The mechanisms to deal effectively with these problems are still in an incipient
stage in many countries. There is, however, increasing awareness of the need to
take into account natural resources and the quality of the environment along with
social and economic factors;

(m) In the years since 1974 there have been a number of hopeful
developments. New agricultural technologies, including the green revolution, have
made it possible to better meet the needs of growing populations. Progress in
molecular biology has potential for influencing both levels of fertility and
mortality and the development of communication satellites may greatly advance mass
education, including education directly related to population issues. The economic
and social consequences of these advances raise serious ethical questions and may
have a fundamental impact on the future of society.

4. The principles and objectives of the World Population Plan of Action
affirm that the principal aim of social, economic and cultural development, of
which population goals and policies are integral parts, is to improve the standards
of living and quality of life of the people. Achieving this goal requires
co-ordinated action in population with aIl socio-economic fields; thus, population
trends must be co-ordinated with trends of economic and social development. In
helping to achieve this co-ordination, the World Population Plan of Action should
become an essential component of the sys~em of international strategies for the
promotion of economic development, the quality of life, human rights and
fundamental freedoms.

5. The Plan affirms that the consideration of population problems cannot be
limited to the analysis of population trends, since population variables influence
development and are influenced by them. The present population situation in
developing countries is related, inter alia, to uneq~al processes of socio-economic
development, which are intensified by ineqùities in international relations, and by
related disparities in standards of living.

6. It remains true that the basis for an effective solution of population
problems lS, above all, socio-economic transformation and, therefore, population'
policies mus~ always be considered as a constituent element of socio~economic

development policies and never as substitutes for them. However, even if social
and economic development is slow or lacking,· family planning programmes may have an
impact on the level of fertility.

7. While the importance of integrating women into the developrnent of society
has been recognized by many Governments, much remains to be'done to fulfil the
recommendations adopted in 1974 by the World Population Confer'ènce as elaborated in
1975 by the World Conference of the International Women's Year, and in 1980 by the
world Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women. The Plan, as well as
other important international instruments, stressed the urgency of achieving the
full integration of women in society on an equal basis with men and of abolishing
any form of discrimination against·women. In arder to provide women with the
freedom to participate fully in the life of society, it is equa.lly necessary for
men to share fully with women responsibilities in the areas of family planning,
child-rearing and all other aspects of family life. The achièvement of these
objectives is integral to achieving development goals, including those related to
population policy.
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8. To achieve the goals of development, the formulation of nationalpopulation goals and policies must take into account the need to contrihute to aneconomic development which is environmentally sustainable over the long run andwhich protects the ecological balance.
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(b) The continued need to further promote the status of women and theexpansion and advancement of their roles;

(c) The annual increments in population, which are projected to grow largerthroughout the decade;

(d) The rate of populat~on growth, which remains high in developing countriesand which, for rnany countries, may even rise in the coming years;

(a) The task of reducing poverty, expanding employment and assuring the rightto work by encouraging economic growth, which includes measures for the justdistribution of wealth~

10. As the world enters a second decade after the World Population Conferenceof 1974, major challenges and problems in the area of population that are ofprimary concern to the international community and that are particularly relevantto the economic and social progress of the developing countries are:

9. The interdependence among countries has become ever more manifest and 1 1requires that national and international strategies pursue an integrated and jbalanced approach to population, resources, environment and development at national 1and international levels, by ensuring that the developing countries achieve \significant improvement in their living standards and in the guality of life ithrough economic and social transformation.
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(e) Changes in population structures, particularly the aging of populations,changes in household and family structure and composition, and the growth of theworking-age populations in developing countries where economies are not growingadequately;
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(g) The persistence of fertility rates substantially higher or lower thanthose desired by Governments and peoples in sorne countries;

(i) The disequilibrium between rates of change in population and changes inresources, environrnent and development;

(h) The unmet needs for family planning in many countries, which unless theyare addressed will grow even greater as the number of couples of reproductive ageincreases substantially during the coming decade;

(j) The persistence of high rates of internaI migration, new forms ofmobility, high rates of urbanization, and the concentration of population in largecities in developing countries where these phenomena have.negative consequences fordevelopment;

(f) High levels of infant and maternaI mortality, and the important mortalitydifferentials between regions, countries, social groups and sexes; 1
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(k) The importance and diversity of international migration and its
consequences for countries of origin and destination and the necessity for
co-operation between these countries in this field,

(1) The need to find solutions to aIl problems related to refugees, whose
numbers are increasing,

(m) The increasing number of persons who lack sufficient food, pure water,
shelter, health care, education and the other facilities r~quired to achieve full
human potential,

(n) The consequences of progress in agricultural technology and in genetic
engineering, which may lead to essential changes in the character of societies,

(0) The relatively high proportion of young people in the populations of the
developing countries and the problems and consequences attendant to this which,
unless addressed, will assure that populations will continued to grow for many
decades to corne;

(p) The need to strengthen the capacities of developing countries in data
collection, analysis and utilization and to develop appropriately trained personnel
in the population area,

(q) The need for increased national and international support to implement
the Plan, in particular, adequate multilateral resources to suçport the efforts of
developing countries.

11.* The Plan and the following recommendations for its further implementation
should be considered within the framework of other intergovernmenta1 strategies and
plans. In this respect, they reaffirm the principles and objectives of the Charter
of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (General Assembly
resolution 217 A (III)), the International Covenants on Human Rights (General
Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex), the Declaration on Social Progress and
Development (General Assembly resolution 2542 (XXIV)), the Declaration and the
Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New International Economic Order
(General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI)), the Charter of Economic
Rights and Duties of States (General Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX)) and the
International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade
(General Assembly resolution 35/56, annex) and General Assembly resolutions 34/75
and 35/46 on the declaration of the 1980s as the Second Disarmament Decade. In
addition, the following declarations, plans of action and other relevant texts that
have emanated from intergovernmental meetings must be stressed because of their
relevance to the objectives of the World Population Plan of Action:

(a) United Nations Declaration on the Rights of the Chi~d (1959), b/

* While joining the consensus the delegation of the united States of
America stated that:

"The United States reserved its position on aIl the international
agreements mentioned in this document consistent with our previous acceptance
or non-accemptance of them."

-12-

.iL



(b) Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Hurnan Environmentthe Action Plan for the Human Environment (Stockholm, 1972) ~ and resolution ladopted by the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programrn~ atsession of a special character (Nairobi, 1982») ~

(c) Universal Declaration on the Eradication of Hunger and Malnutrition(Rome, 1974») !I

(d) World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of theInternational Women's Year (Mexico City, 1975) fi and Programme of Action for theSecond Half of the United Nations Decade for Women (Copenhagen, 1980), si

1

< 1

.'. !
1

(e) Lima Declaration and Plan of Action on In6ustrial Development andCo-operation (Lima, 1975), hl
(f) Declaration of Principles and Programme of Action adopted by theTripartite World Conference on Employment, Income Distributi.on and Social Progressand the International Division of Labour (Geneva f 1976), 1/
(g) Vancouver Declaration on Human Settlements, 1976, il
(h) Plan of Action to Combat Desertification (Nairobi, 1977), !I
(i) Mar deI Plata Action Plan adopted by the United Nations Water Conference(Mar deI Plata, 1977), 11

(j) Declaration of Alma-Ata adopted by the International Conference onPrimary Health Care (Alma-Ata! 1978») !V
(k) Programme of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination (Geneva,1978), BI programme of activities to be undertaken during the second ha1f of theDecade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination ~ and Declaration andProgramme of Action adopted by the Second World Conference to Combat Racism andRacial Discrimination (Geneva, 1983), El

(n) Vienna Programme of Action on Science and Technology for Development(Vienna, 1979), !I

(1) Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting and Implementing TechnicalCo-operation among Developing Countries (Buenos Aires, 1978), 91 ~ l,

(m) Declaration of Principles and Programme of Action of the World Conference \:jon Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (Rome, 1979), !I .\
~ !
ii l,
~l

!
!

(0) Global Strategy for Health for AlI by the Year 2060, !I adopted by theWor1d Health Assembly in its resolution WHA 34.36 of 22 May 1981 and endorsed bythe General Assembly in its resoluti.on 36/43 of 19 November 1981,

(p) Nairobi Programme of Action for the Development and Uti1ization of Newand Renewab1e Sources of Energy (Nairobi, 1981)~ BI
(q) Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s for the Least Deve10pedCountries (Paris, 1981), !I

< j
1
\ ~

!

il
i

< i
, 1,

(r) International Plan of Action on Aging.(Vienna, 1982). !I
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II. PEACE, SECURITY AND POPULATION

12. Being aware of the existing close. links between peace and, development. it
is of great importance for the world cornmunity to work ceaselessly to promote,
among nations, peace, security, disarmament and co-operation, which are
indispensable for the achievement of the goals of humane population policies and
for econcmic and social development. Creating the conditions for real peace and
security would permit an allocation of resources to social and economic rather than
to military programmes, which would greatly help to attain the goals and objectives
of the World Population Plan of Action.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION

13. Many of the following recommendations are addressed to Governments. This
is not meant to preclude the efforts or initiative of international organizations,
non-governmental organizations, private institutions or organizations, or families
and individuals where their efforts can make an effective contribution ta overall
population or development goals on th~ basis of strict respect for sovereignty and
national legislation in force.

A. Socio-economic development, the environment and population

~4. The World Population Plan of Action recognizes explicitly the importance
of the interrelationships between population and socio-economic development and
affirms, inter ali.!, that "the basis for an effective solution of population
problems is, above aIl, socio-economic transformation" (paragraph 1) and that
"population policies are constituent elements of socio-economic development
policies, never substitues for them lt (paragraph 14 (d». Consequently, the Plan of
Action includes a number of recommendations dealing"with socio-economic policies,
the cqntents of which fully deserve reaffirmation and further development. The
following recommendations reflect the view that if nat~onal and international
policies are not adopted and implemented to increase the overall resources and the
share of the world's resources going to the very poor, it will be extremely
difficult for many countries to achieve the levels of fertility and mortality that
they desire. The recommendations reflect the importance to be attached to an
integrated approach towards population and ~evelopment, both in national policies
and at the international level. The recommendations also reflect the view that,
although the actions of the developing' countries are of primary importance, the
attainment of the goals and objectives stipulated in the International Development
Strategy for the Third united Nations Deve10pment Decade will require appropriate
policies by the developed countries and by the international 'community which
support the efforts of the developing countries to achieve those objectives.

Recommendation 1

Considering that social and economic development is a central factor in the
solution of population and interrelated problems and that population factor~ are
very important in development plans and strategies and have a 'major impact on the
attainment of development objectives, national development policies, plans and
programmes, as weIl as international development strategies, should be formulated
on the basis of an integrated approach that takes into ,account the

-14-
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interrelationships between population, resources, environment and development. Inthis context, national and international efforts should give priority to actionprogrammes integrating population and development.

1
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Recornmendation 3*

Recommendation 2
1
1 1

!l '

National and international efforts should give high priority to the following r 1

development goals included in the International Development Strategy for the Third ~f'".:
United Nations Development Decade: the eradication of mass hunger and theachievement of adequate health and nutrition levels, the eradication of mass iilliteracy, the improvement of the status of women, the elimination of rnass junernployrnent and underernployrnent and the elirnination of inequality in international 1economic relations. To achieve these goals, it is further recommended that fGovernments should take population trends fully into account when formulating their 1development plans and programmes.
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In order to promote the broadly based socio-economic development that isessential to achieving an adequate quality of life as weIl as national populationobjectives and to respond effectively to the requirements posed by dernographictrends, aIl countries are urged to co-operate in efforts to achieve the aboveobjectives and to accelerate development, particularly in developing countcies,inter alia, through policies to lower barriers to trade, to increase multilateraland bilateral development assistance, to improve the quality and effectiveness ofthis assistance, to increase real income earnings from the export of cornrnodities,to solve the problems arising from the debt burden in a significant nurnber ofdeveloping countries 6 to increase the volume and improve the terms of international (~
lending, and to encourage various sources of investment and, wherever appropriate,entrepreneurial initiatives. To resPQnd to the needs of populations foremployment, food self-sufficiency, and improvements in the quality of life and toincrease self-reliance, productive investment should be increased, appropriateindustries should be encouraged and substantial investments should be fostered inrural and agricultural development.

* While joining the consensus the delegations of the Union of SovietSocialist Republics and the Ukranian Soviet Socialist Republic stated that:
"They cannot accept the unbalanced wording in recommendation 3, whichirnplies underestimation of the role that the State sector is playing insocio-economic development as reflected in relevant Uni.ted Nations documents."

While joining the consensus the delegation of the United States of Americastated that:

"The United States wished to under1ine that endorsement of this documentdoes not change known United States positions on commodity açreements orfuture lending resources for international financia1 institutions."
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Recommendation 4

In coun~ries in which there are imba1ances between trends in population growth
and resources and environmenta1 requirements, GOvernments are urged, in the context
of overa11 deve10pment P01icies, to adopt and imp1ement specific po1icies,
inc1uding population po1icies, that will contribute to redressing such imba1ances
and promote improved methods of identifying, extracting, renewing, uti1izing and
conserving natural resources. Efforts shou1d be made to acce1erate the transition
from traditional to new and renewab1e sources of energy whi1e at the same time
maintaining the integrity of the environment. Governments shou1d a1so imp1ement
appropriate po1icy measures to avoid the further destruction o! the eco10gica1
equi1ib~ia and take measures to restore them.

B. The role and the status of women
~.-.-;-....;.,,;;~..;;;;.;..;..;;.;......;;.;.;;.;;..;;;.......;;;;..;;;;.;;;;.~~;;.;;......;.;..;;.;.;.;.;;;.;.;,

15. The World Popu1ati~n Plan of Action (paragraphs 15 (e), 32 (b), 42 and 43)
as we11 as other important international instruments - in particu1ar the 1975
Mexico City Plan of Action, the 1980 Copenhagen Programme of Action for the United
Nations Decade for Women and the Convention on the Elimination of A11 Forms of
Discrimination against Women (General Assemb1y reso1ution 34/180, annex) - stress
the urgency of achieving the full integration of women in society on an equa1 basis
with men and of abolishing any form of discrimination against women. Comprehensive
strategies to address these concerns will be foi~u1ated at the 1985 Nairobi
Conference which is being convened to review and appraise the achievements of the
United Nations Decade for Women.

16. In view of the slow progress made since 1974 in the achievement of
equa1ity for women, the broadening of the ro1e and the improvement of the status of
women remain important goals that should be pursued as ends in themse1ves. The
achievement of genuine equality with respect to opportunities, responsibi1ities and
rights would guarantee that women could participate fu11y with men in a11 aspects
of decision-mûking regarding population and deve10pment issues that affect their
fami1;.~_sl commund t i es and countries.

17. The abi1ity of women to control their own ferti1ity forms an important
basis for the enjoyment of other rightsJ 1ikewise, the assurance of socio-economic
opportunities on an equal basis with men and the provision of the necessary
services and faci1ities enab1e women to take greater responsibility for their
reproductive lives. The following recommendations take into account the need for
actions to ensure ·that women can effective1y'exercise rights equa1 to those ot men
in aIl spheres of economic, social, cultural and political 1ife, and in particu1ar
those rights which pertain most directly to population concerns.

Recommendation 5

Governments are strongly urged to integrate women fu11y into aIl phases of the
development process, inc1uding planning, policy and decision-making. Governments
should pursue more aggressively action programmes aimed at improving and protecting
the legal rights and status of wom~n through efforts to identify and to remove
institutional and cultural barriers to women's education, training, emp10yment and
access to health care. In addition, Governments should provide remedial measures,
including mass education programmes, to assist women in attaining equality with men
in the social, political and economic life of their countries. The promotion of
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community support and the collaboration, at the request of Governments, ofnon-governmental organizations, particularly women's organizations, in expeditingthese efforts should be given paramount importance.

Recommendation 6

Governments should ensure that wornen are free to participate in the labourforce and are neither restricted from, oor forced to participate in, the labourforce for reasons of demographic policy or cultural tradition. Further, thebiological role of women in the reproductive process should in no way be used as areason for limiting women's right to work. Governments shauld take the initiativein removing any existing barriers to the realization of that right and shouldcreate opportunities and conditions such that activities outside the home can becombined with child-rearing and household activities.

Recommendation 7

Governments should provide women, through education, training and employrnent,with opportunities for personal fulfilment in familial and non-familial roles, asweIl as for full participation in economic, social and cultural life, whilecontinuing to give due support to their important social role as mothers. To thisend, in those countries where child-bearing occurs when the mother is too young,Government PQlicies should encourage delay in the commencement of child-bearing.
Recommendation 8

Governments concerned should make efforts to raise the age of entry intomarriage in countries in which this age at marriage is still quite low.

Recommendation 9

Governments should promote and encourage, through information, education andcommunication, as weIl as through employment legislation and institutional support,where appropriate, the active involvernent of men in aIl areas of familyresponsibility, including family planning, child-rearing and housework, so thatfamily responsibilities can be fully shared by both partners.

Recommendation 10

AlI Governments which have not already done so are strongly urged to sign andratify or accede to the Convention on the Elimination of AlI Forms ofDiscrimination against Women.

C. Development of population policies

18. The World Population Plan of Action urges that population policies shouldnot be considered substitutes for socio-economic development policies but rathershould be integral components of those policies (paragraph 2). In formulatingpopulation policies, Governments may aim to affect one or more of the followingpopulation trends and characteristics, among others, population growth, morbidityand mortality, reproduction, population distribution, internaI and internationalmigration and population structure. The Plan also recognizes the sovereignty of
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nations in the formulation, adoption and implementation of their population
POlicies (paragraph 14), consistent with basic human rights and resPOnsibilities of
individuals, couples and families (paragraph 17).

Recommendation Il

Governments are urged to adopt population policies and social and economic
development policies that are mutually reinforcing. Such policies should be
formulated with particular attention to the individual, the family and cc)mmunity
levels, as weIl as to other factors at the micro-Ievel and macro-level. Special
emphasis needs to be given to linkages between population trends, labour supply and
demand, the problems of unemployment and the creation of productive employment.
Governments are urged to share their experience in integrating population policies
into other social and economic development policies.

Recommendation 12

Governments are encouraged to provide adequate resources and, where
appropriate, to adopt innovative measures for the implementation of population
policy. To be effective and successful, population programmes and development
activities should be responsive to local values and needs, and those directly
affected should be involved in the decision-making process at aIl levaIs.
Moreover, in these activities, the full participation of the community and
concerned non-governmental organizations, in particular women's organizations,
should be encouraged.

D. Population goals and policies

1. Population growth

19. united Nations population projections, as assessed in 1982,* indicate
that,' between 1984 and the end of the present century# the growth rate of the world
population will decline more slowly than during the past 10 years. This is partly
due to the fact that, as a consequence of high fertility l~vels in the past, the
number of women of child-bearing age (15-49) will continue to grow rapidly.
Although, according to the medium variant projections, the total fertility rate
during this period is expected to decline from 3.6 to 3.0 children per woman, the
annual rate of growth is projected to reach only 1.5 per cent. For the world as a
whole, the present annual increment of 78 million is projected to increase to
89 million by 1995-2000. Thus, in the 16 years from 1984 to 2000, the world
population is exp~cted to increase by 1.3 billion, from 4.8 billion in 1984 to
6.1 billion in 2000.

20. These global perspectives conceal significant demographic differences
existing at the regional as weIl as the country levels. According ta the United
Nations estimates, the current total fertility rates range from 6.4 children per
woman for Africa, 4.7 for south Asia, 4.1 for Latin America, 2.3 for East Asia, to
1.9 for Europe and North America. During the remainder of the present century
these differences are not expected to narrow significantly. Moreover, these

* The United Nations demographic estimates or projections are revised every
two years.
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projections assume a continuation of present efforts and policies without whichuninterrupted declines in both fertility and population growth cannot be achieved.The World Population Plan of Action invites countries to consider adoptingpopulation policies, within the framework of soci,o-economic development, which areconsistent with basic human rights and national goals and values (paragraph 17).It ls in the light of that provision and the above-mentioned trends that thefollowing recommendation is made.

Recommendation 13

Countries which consider that their population growth rates hindeL theattainment of national goals are invited to consider pursuing relevant demographicpolicies, within the framework of socio-economic development. Such policies shouldrespect human right~), the religious beliefs, philosophical convictions, culturalvalues and fundamental rights of each individwal and couple, to determine the sizeof its own family.

2. ~rbidity and mortalitl

(a) Goals and gener~l guidance for he~lth policies

21. The World Population Plan of Action set targets for those countries withthe highest mortality levels for 1985 and noted the progress necessary for eachregion to attain an average life expectancy of 62 years by 1985 and 74 years by 2000(paragraphs 22 and 23). Recommendation 14 below uPdates the t~rgets for countrieswith higher mortality levels and challenges countries with intermediate or lowermortality levels to continue and strength~n their efforts for the improvement ofhealth and the reduction of mortality in the context of overall population anddevelopment planning. The targets are feasible, provided a commitment is made andresources are weIl allocated. Their achievement requires that communities becomeincreasingly involved in efforts to promote their health and welfare, that aIlagencies and institutions of government be involved in this endeavour, and thateach programme be evaluated. The ach Levemerrt of these targets will e Lso requirethat countries will not be subject te aggression (paragraph 24 (f». Theattainment of reduced levels of morbidity and mortality is in accordance with theDeclaration of Alma Ata, endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 34/58of 29 November 1979.

Recommendation 14

AlI Governments; regaràless of the mortality levels of their population, arestrongly urged to strive to reduce morbidity and mortality levels and
socio~economic and geographical differentials in their countries and to improve,health among aIl population groups, especially among those gr.oups where themorbidity and mortality levels are the highest. Countries with higher mortalitylevels should ailfi for a life expectancy at birth of at least 60 years and an infantmortality rate of less than 50 per 1,000 live births by the year 2000. Countrieswith intermediate mortality levels should aim te achieve a life expectancy at birthof at least 70 years and an infant mortality rate of less than 35 per 1,000 livebirths by the year 2000. The countries with lower mortality should continue theirefforts to improve the health of aIl population groups and -to reduce mortality evenfurther, in keeping with their social and econemic capacities. Levels, trends anddifferentials in mortality should be monitored in order to evaluate the success ofprogrammes in achieving these goals.
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Recommendation 15

Governmental, intergovernmental, parliamentary and non-governmental
organizations should involve the community in aîl possible ways in the planning,
implementation and evaluation of health improvement programmes.

Recommentlation 16

The promotion and preservation of health should be the explicit concern of all
levels and branches of government. It is strongly urged, therefore, that
governmental action in the area of mortality and health should go beyond the health
sector and involve all relevant sectors of national and community development. All
development programmes should be monitored and analysed by the Government concerned
in order to assess and to improve their impact on health.

(b) Infant, child and maternal morbidity and mortality

22. The World Population Plan of Action (paragraphs 24 and 32 (a» gives
special attention to measures aimed at reducing foetal, infant and early childhood
mortality, and related maternaI morbidity and mortality. The following
recommendations give more precise guidelines for the implementation of the Plan, in
accordance with the objective of the Global Strategy for Health for All by the
Year 2000, which was adopted by the World Health Assembly and endorsed by the
General Assembly in its resolution 36/43 of 19 November 1981.

Recommendation 17

Governments are urged to take immediate steps te identify the underlying
causes of morbidity and mortality among infants and young children and develop
special programmes to attack these conditions. Strategies to be considered include
emphasis on mother and child health services within primary health care, the
introduction and support of a package of specific intervention measures, and
massive community-wide education and mobilization tO .. support them. Special efforts
should be made to reach under-served and deprived populations in rural areas and
urban slums. The international community should take concerted action to support
national efforts to this end.

Recommendation 18

AlI efforts should be made to reduce maternal morbidity and mortality.
Governments are urged:

(a) To reduce maternal rnortality by at least 50 per cent by the year 2000,
where such mortality is very high (higher than 100 maternal deaths per
100,000 births) J

(b) To provide prenuptial medical examinationsJ

(c) To provide prenatal and perinatal care, with special attention to
high-risk pregnancies, and ensure safe delivery by trained attendants, including
traditional birth attendants, as culturally acceptableJ

(d) To give special emphasis in nutritional programmes to the needs of
pregnant women and nursing mothers;
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(e) To take appropriate steps to help women avoid abortion, which in no caseshould be promoted as a method of family planning, and whenever possible, providefor the humane treatment and counselling of women who have had recourse toabortion;*

(f) To support family planning as a health measure in mate~nal and childhealth programmes as a way of reducing births that occur too early or too late inthe mûther's life, of increasing the interval between births and of diminishinghigher birth orders, and by giving special consideration to the needs of those inthe post-partum and/or breast-feeding period;

(g) To encourage community education to change prevailing attitudes whichcountenance pregnancy and childbearing at young ages, recognizing that pregnancyoccurring in adolescent girls, whether married or unmarried, has adverse effects onthe morbid~ty and mortality of both mother and child.

Recornmendation 19

GovernmentË are urged, as a special meaSUte, to take irrmediate and effectiveaction, within the context of primary health care, to expand the use of techniquessuch as child growth monitoring, oral rehydration therapy, immunization andappropriate birth spacing, which have the potential to achieve a virtual revolutionin child survival. AlI available communication channels should be used ta promotethese techniques. The important role of the family, especially of mothers, in thearea of primary health care should be recognized~

Recommendation 20

Governments are urged te promote and support breast-feeding. Informationshould be widely disseminated on the nutritional, irnmunological and psychologicalbenefits of breast-feeding, as weIl as its influence on child spacing. Nursing

* While joining the consensus the Swedish representative made the followingstatement:

"In the opinion of the Swedish delegation, effective contraceptionliberates women from unwanted pregnancies and induced abartions and improvesconsideLably the health of both mothers and children. Prevention of unwanted
prt~gnancies must always be the principal aime However, illegal abortionsperformed under unsafe medical conditions represent a very serious healthhazard in many countries.

"The Swedish delegation regrets very much that an amendment was adoptedto delete the word "illegal" from r-ecommendation 13 (e) as proposed by thePreparatory Committee, which suggests that this Conference failed to recognizethe importance of this very serious problem. The Swedish delegation wouldlike to reiterate that a major step towards the elimination of illegalabortions is to provide aIl women in the world with access to legal and safeabortions."
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mothers, especially those in the laboijr force, should be provided with appropriate
maternaI benefits, including day-care facilities, access to proper food supplements
for themselves, and complementary weaning and foods for their infants, in order to
ensure adequate nutrition throughout infancy and early childhood. Governments
which have accepted it should be urged to take the necessary steps to implement the
International Code of Marketing of Breast-Milk Substitutes, as adopted by the
34th World Health Assembly (resolution WHA 34.22).

Recornrnendation 21

Governments are strongly urged to take aIl necessary measures, including,
whenever they consider it useful, utilizing the services of non-governmental
organizations, to raise the leTTel of education attained by women as an end in
itself and because of its close link to child survival and spacing. In countries
where there are still many illiterate women, a supplementary effort should be made
to extend mass education programmes.

, '

:
~
1

(c) Adult morbidity and mortality

23. The levels of adult morbidity and mortality and their major causes are
still of concern for many Governments in both developing and developed countries.
The World Population Plan of Action recognizes the importance of improving health
conditions for the working-age population and stresses the need for the eradication
of infectious and parasitic diseases (paragrapns 24 (d) and (e)). In countries
where infectious and parasitic diseases have reached low levels of incidence,
chronic and non-infectious conditions still require urgent attention. As personal
health practices and behaviour affect health, dissemination of the relevant
information is important so that people can act on the basis of full information.

Recommendation 22

Governments of countries where mortality is still high are urged, with
adequate international support, to implement intensive programmes to control
infectious and parasitic diseases, provide as far as possible sufficient potable
water and adequate sanitation facilities, and implement other elements of primary
health care for bath adults and children.

Recornrnendation 23

Governments, assisted by intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations,
are urged to provide individuals and families with aIl relevant information on the
ways in which personal behaviour or practices affect health, and to ensure that the
necessary resources are available for them to act on the basis of this
information. In this context, Governments are ur9~d to initiate or strengthen
preventive action programmes to reduce the consumption of tobacco, alcohol, drugs
and other products potentially dangerous to health.

Recornrnendation 24

Governments are urged to tak~ necessary preventive cr corrective measures to
eliminate the negative consequences for health that characterize many occupations.
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3. Reproduction and the family

24. The World Population Plan of Action recognizes the family, in its manyforms, as the basic unit of society and recommends that it should be given legalprotection and that measures should be taken to protect bath the rights of spousesand the rights of children in the case of the termination or dissolution ofmarriage and the right of individuals to enter marriage only with their free andfull consent (paragraph 39). It also recommends that aIl children, regardless ofthe circumstances of their parentage, should enjoy equal legal and social statusand the full support of bath parents (paragraph 40). The family is the maininstitution through which social, economic and cultural change affects fertility.While the family has undergone and continues to undergo fundamental changes in itsstructure and function, the family continues to be recognized as the proper settingfor mutual love, support and companionship of spouses 1 as the primary determinantof the survival of children born into it, as the first agent of the socializationof future generations, and in many societies as the only supporting institution forthe aged. The family is also an important agent of social, political and culturalchange. Therefore, in the design and implementation of fertility policies,Governments must respect individual rights while at the same time giving fullrecognition to the important role of the family.

25. The World Population Plan of Action recognizes, as one of its principles,the basic human right of aIl couples and individuals to decide freely andresponsibly the number and spacing of their children (paragraph 14 (f». For thisright to be realized, couples and individuals must have access to the necessaryeducation, information and means to regulate their fertility, regardless of theoverall demographic goals of the Government (paragraphs 28 and 29 (a». While thisright is widely accepted, many couples and individuals are unable to exercise iteffectively, either because they lack access to information, education and/orservices or because, although sorne services are available, yet an appropriate rangeof methods and follow-up services are note Indeed, data from the World Fertilitysurvey for developing countries indicate that, on average, over one fourth ofbirths in the year pl'ior to the Survey had not been desired. In addition, thedecline in the prevalence of certain traditional practices, such as prolongedbreast-feeding and post-partum abstinence, has increased the relative importance ofnon-traditional family planning as a tool for the proper spacing of births.

26. While the Plan also stresses the responsibility of individuals andcouples in exercising their right to choose, the experience of the past 10 yearssuggests that Governments can do more to assist people in making their reproductivedecisions in a responsible way (paragraph 14 (f». Any recognition of rights alsoimplies responsibilities; in this case, it implies that couples and individualsshould exercise this right, taking into consideration their own situation, as weIlas the implications of their decisions for the balanced development of theirchildren and of the community and society in which they live." The followingrecommendations reaffirm the provisions of the World Population Plan of Action andsuggest specific measures for the attainment of the objectives of the Plan in theseareas.

Recommendation 25

Governments should, as a matter of urgency, make universally availableinformation, educatio~ and the means to assist couples and individuals to achievetheir desired number of children. Family planning information, edu~ation and means
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should include all medically approved and appropriate methods of family planning,
including natural family planning, to ensure a voluntary and free choice in
accordance with changing individual and cultural values. Particular attention
should be given to those segments of the population which are most vulnerable and
difficult to reach.

Recommendation 26

Governments are urged to promote the best conditions for family formation and
family life, ensuring, inter alia, that children enjoy the most favourable
environment for their physical, psychological and social development.

Recommendation 27

Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations are urged
to allocate, in accordance with national policies and priorities,' the necessary
resources to family planning services, where these services are inadequate and are
not meeting the needs of a rapidly growing population of reproductive age.

Recommendation 28

Governments are urged to irnprove the quali~y and enhance the effectiveness of
family planning services and of the monitoring of those services, including
appropriate follow-up. Coverage should be extended as rapidly as possible to all
couples and individuals of both sexes, particularly in rural areas. Family
planning services should be made available through appropriate and practicable
channels, including integrated health-care programmes (especially maternal and
child health and primary health care) , community-based distribution, subsidized
commercial retail sales, and, in particular, local distribution through retail
outlets where health infrastructure and health referral services existe Also,
Governments should bear in mind the innovative role which non-governmental
organizations, in particular women's organizations, can play in improving the
availability and effectiveness of family planning serviceso AlI countries should
ensure that fertility control methods conform to adequate standards of quality,
efficacy and safety.

Recommendation 29

Governments are urged to ensure that aàolescents, both boys and girls, receive
adequate education, including family-life and sex education, with due consideration
given to the role, rights and obligations of parents and changing individual and
cultural values. Suitable family planning information and services should be made
available to adolescents within the changing socio-cultural framework of each
country •

Recommendation 30

Governments are urged to ensure that all couples and individuals have the
basic right to decide freely and responsibly the number and spacing of their
children and to have the information, education and means to do SOi couples and
individuals in the exercise of this right should take into account the needs of
their living and future children and their responsibilities towards the community.
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Recommendation 31

Legislation and policies concerning the family and programmes of incentives
and disincentives should be neither coercive nor discriminatory and should be
consistent with internationally recognized human rights as weIl as with changing
individual and cultural values.

Recommendation 32

Governments which have adopted or intend to adopt national fertility goals
should translate these goals into specifie policies and operational steps that are
clearly understood by the citizens. .

Recommendation 33

Governments that have adopted or intend to adopt fertility policies are urged
to set their own quantitative targets in this area. Countries implementing family
planning programmes should establish programme targets at the operational level,
respecting the basic right of couples and individuals to decide freely and
responsibly the number and spacing of their children, taking into account the needs
of their living and future children and their responsibilities, assumed freely and
without coercion, towards the community.

Recommendation 34

Family policies adopted or encouraged by Government should be sensitive to the
need for:

(a) Financial and/or other support to parents, including single parents, in
the period preceding or following the birth of a child, as we~l as the period
during which parents assume the major responsibility for the care and education of
childrenJ

(b) A strengthening of child welfare services and child-care provisions;

(c) Maternity and paternity leave for a sufficient length of time to enable
either parent to care for the child, with adequate remunerative compensation and
without detriment to subsequent career prospects and basic communal facilities that
will enable working parents to provide care for children and aged members of their
families; and

(d) Assistance to young couples and parents, including single parents, in
acquiring suitable housing.

Recommendation 35

Governments wishing to decrease fertility levels should adopt development
POlicies that are known to reduce the level of fertility, such as improved health,
education, integration of women and social equity. Governments that view the level
of fertility in their countries as too low may consider financial and other support
to families to assist them with their parental responsibili~ies and to facilitate
their access to the necessary services. Such policies should not restrict access
to education, information and services for family planning.
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4. Population distribution and internaI migration

27. The World Population Plan of Action makes a number of recommendations in
Legard to population distribution and internaI migration that are of continuing
relevance (paragraphs 44-50). The Plan recommends that population distribution
policies should be integrated with economic and social policies. In formulating
and implementing migration policies, Governments are urged to avoid infringing the
right of freedom of movement and residence within States, to promote more equitable
regional development, to locate services and industry so as to promote
interpersonal equity as weIl as efficiency, to promote networks of small and
medium-sized cities, and to improve economic and social conditions in rural areas
through balanced agricultural development. In addition, the Plan recommends that
migrants should be provided with information on economic and social conditions in
urban areas, that employment creation, systems of land tenure and the provision of
basic services should be improved in rural areas and that Governmen~s should share
experiences relevant to their policies. The area of population distribution and
internaI migration is still one of great concern to many Governments. The
following recommendations indicate the means for the further implementation of the
Plan of Action.

Recommendation 36*

Population distribution policies must be €onsistent with such international
instruments as the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons
in Time of War (1949), wherein article 49 prohibits individual or mass forcible
transfers from an occupied territory and forbids the occupier from transferring
parts'of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies. Furthermore,
the establishment of settlements in territories occupied by force is illegal and
condemned by the international community.

Recommendation 37

Governments are urged to base policies aimed at influencing population
distribution on a comprehensive evaluation of costs and benefits to individuals,
families, different socio-economic groups, communities, re~ions and the country as
a whole. Population distribution goals (e.g., target growth rates for primate
cities or rural population retention goals) should be pursued to the extent that
they help to achieve broader societal goals, such as raising per capita incarnes,
increasing efficiency, making the distribution of income more equitable, protecting
the environment and improving the quality of life. In so doing, Governments should
ensure that the rights of indigenous and other groups are recognized.

* While joining the consensus the delegation of the United States of
America stated that:

"The United states del~gation strongly protested the inclusion of this
issue, believing it politically divisive and extraneous to the work of the
Conference. The United states also challengea the competence of the
Conference to interpret one of the most critical international instruments
governing the rules of war, the Geneva Convention."
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Recommendation 38

Governments are urged, in formulating population distribution policies, to
take into account the policy implications of various forms of population mobility
(e.g., circular, seasonal, rural-rural, and urban-urban, as weIl as rural-urban),
to consider the direction, duration and characteristics of these movements and the
interrelationships between territorial mobility and levels and characteristics of
fertility and mortality.

Recommendation 39

Governments are urged to review their socio-economic policies in order to
mimimize any adverie spatial consequences, as weIl as to improve the integration of
population factors in territorial and sectoral planning, particularly in the
sectors concerned with human settlements.

Recommendation 40

Governments wishing to mimimize undesired migration should implement
population distribution policies through incentives, rather than migration
controls, which are difficult to enforce and may infringe human rights.

Recommendation 41

Governments which have adopted, or intend to adopt, a comprehensive
urbanization policy, should seek to integrate such policies into the overall
development planning process, with the aim of achieving, inter alia, a reduction in
current high migration to capital cities and other large urban centres, the
development of medium-sized towns and a reduction of rural-urban and regional
inequalities. Developed countries and the international community should extend
the necessary assistance to the efforts of developing countries in this direction.

Recommendation 42

Governments should support programmes of assistance, information and community
action in support of internaI migrants and should consider establishing networks of
labour exchanges that could allow potential migrants to have adequate information
about social conditions and about the availability of employment in receiving areas.

Recommendation 43

t ;
! 1
1

Rural development programmes should be pri~arily directed towards increasing
rural production and efficiency, raising rural incomes and improving social
conditions and rural welfare, particularly for small peasant producers and rural
women. Governments should therefore improve the accessibility·of basic social
services and amenities to scattered populations, regularize land ownership, '~

facilitate access to credit, new technology and other needed inputs, and adopt
pricing policies geared tQ the neads of smallholders. Appropriate measures must be
taken to carry out agrarian reform as one of the important factors which increase
agricultural production and promote the development of rural areas.

Recommendation 44

Governments should adopt efferctive policies to assist women migl'ants,
especially those who are agricultural workers, as weIl as women, children and the
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elderly left behind unsupported in rural areas. Governments are also urged to pay
special attention to the difficulties of adaptation encountered in urban areas by
migrant women of rural origin and to take appropriate measures to overcome these
difficulties.,

5. International migration

(a) General guidelines for formulating international migration policies

28. The general validity of the recornmendaticns made in the World Population
Plan of Action with respect to international movements is reaffirmed
(paragraphs 51-62)" However, recent developments regarding the trends of
international migration flows demand greater attention from the international
cornrnunity, especially with regard to certain types of migrants, such as documented
migrant workers, undocumented migrant workers and refugees. Theguidelines set out
below give due consideration to the basic fact that international migration is of
concern to both the receiving countries and the countries of origin, particularly
when the migration of skilled persons is involved. They reflect the bearing that
international migration may have on the process of establishing a New International
Economic Order and recognize that the effective safeguarding of the basic human
rights and fundamental freedoms of all migrants f without discrimination on the
basis of race, culture, religion or sex, is an essential prerequisite fOI the
realization of their positive contributions to the host society.

Recornrnendation 45

International migration policies should respect the basic human rights and
fundamental freedoms of individuals as set out in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, xl the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights li and other
pertinent international instruments. In keeping with these documents, receiving
countries should adopt measures to safeguard the basic human rights of aIl migrants
in their territory and to ensure the respect of their cultural identity. Measures
should also be taken to promote the mutual adaptation of both immigrant groups and
the population of the receiving country.

Recornrnendation 46

In formulating policies on international migration, Governments of recelvlng
countries should take into account notonly their own country's economic and social
needs but also the well-being of the migrants concerned and their families and the
demographic implications of migration. Governments of countries of origin
concerned with the continuing outflow of skilled workers and professionals should
seek te ~etain those workers as weIl as encourage their return through, inter alia,
the promotion of an economic environment favourable to the expansion of employment
opportunities. Ta redress the existing imbalance of skills, Governments should try
to identify alternative skill resources. Governments should formulate national and
international measures to avoid the brain-drain from developing countries and to
obviate its adverse effects. While pursuing these purposes in a manner consistent
with respect for human rights, Governments are invited to conduct, inter alia,
consultations or negotiations, on either a bilateral or a multilateral basis, with
the support, upon request, of competent international organizations.
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Recommendation 47

High priority should he placed on the rehabilitation of expelled and homeless
people who have been displaced by natural and man-made catastrophes. In aIl cases,
Governments are urged to co-operate fully in order to guarantee that the parties
involved allow the return of displaced persons to their homes and ensure their
right ta POssess and enjoy their properties and belongings without interference~

(b) Documented migrant workers

29. The World Population Plan of Action calls for the proper treatment of
migrant workers and their families (paragraphs 55 and 56) whose migration has been
promoted by countries facing labour shortages and who are referred to hereafter as
"documented migrant workers". The Plan also addresses the concerns of countries of
origin (paragraph 54) and suggests concerted action at the bilateral and
Anultilaterallevels (paragraphs 54 and 62). In 1979, recognizing that, despite the
efforts made by the States involved, documented migrant workers were still not able
to exercise their rights as defined by the relevant international instruments, the
General Assembly called for the elaboration of an international convention on the
protection of the rights of aIl migrant workers and their families (resolution
34/172 of 17 December 1979). Many of the following recommendations reflect the
contents of the draft of this convention. z/ It is hoped that upon adoption of the
convention, it may serve as a guideline for the treatment of migrant workers and
their families.

Recommendation 48

Governments of receiving countries should work towards extending te documented
migrant workers and accompanying members of their families whose situation as
regards stay and employment in the receiving country is regular, treatment equal to
that accorded their own nationals with regard to the enjoyment of basic rights,
incl~2ding the equality of opportunity and treatment in respect of working
conditions, social security, participation in trade unions and access to health,
educ~tion and oth~r social services. In achieving this aim, Governments are
invited to use as guidelines aIl relevant international instruments, in particular,
the ILO Convention concerning Migration for Employment (Revised) 1949 (No~ 97) and
the ILO Convention concerning Migrations in Abusive Conditions and the Promotion of
Equality of opportunity and Treatment of Migrant Workers, 1975 (No. 143),
part II. aa/

Recommendation 49

Governments of recelvlng countries that have not already done so are urged to
consider adopting appropriate measures to promote the normalization of the family
life of documented migrant workerE in the receiving country eoncerned through
family reunion. Demographie and other considerations should not prevent
Governments from taking such measures.

Recommendation 50

Countries of orlgln and reeelvlng eountries should undertake information and
education activities to ir.~rease the awareness of migrants ,regarding their legal
position and rights and to provide realistic assessments of the situation of
migrants, ineluding the availability of job opportunities. Receiving countries
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should recognise the right of migrants to form associations so that they may
participate more effectively in the receiving society while maintaining their
cultural identity.

Recommendation 51

Governments of countries of orlgln and of recelvlng countries should encourage
and promote the widest dissemination, inter alia, through the mass media, of
information aimed at promoting public understanding of and preventing any activity
prejudicial to the contribution of documented migrant workers to economic
developrnent and cultural interchange.

(c) Undocumented migrants

30. The World Population Plan of Action recommends that Governments bear in
mind humanitarian considerations in the treatment of undocumented migrants*
(paragraph 56). Owing to the irregularity of their situation, undocumented
migrants are particularly vulnerable to exploitation and mistreatment. It is
therefor.e urgent that their basic human rights and fundamental freedoms be
universally recognized and that they enjoy international protection as weIl as the
protection of receiving countries within the framework of bilateral conventions.
The widest recognition of the rights of aIl migran~ workers a~d the effective
safeguarding of the~e rights will tend to discourage exploitation of undocumented
migrants, particularly exploitation in the sphere of employment, by employers who
wish to reap the benefits of unfair competition. bbl

Recommendation 52

AlI measures adopted or irnplemented by countries of departure and of arrivaI
to reduce the illegal entry, stay or employment of undocumented migrants (including
arnnesties, other regularization schemes, border controls and deportations) should
respect their basic human rights.

Recommendation 53

In formulating laws and regulations to limit undocumented migration,
Governments of receiving countries are invited to consider the guidelines set forth
in the lLO Convention concerning Migrations in Abusive Conditions and the Promotion
of Equality of Opportunity and Treatment of·Migrant Workers, 1975 (NO. 143),
part I. ccl Tc be effective, such laws and regulations should address the
treatment not only of the undocumented migrants themselves but also of those
persons inducing or facilitating undocumented migration.
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* For the purpose of the following recornrnendations, ùndocumented migrants
are persons who have not fulfilled aIl the legal requiremenls of the State in which
they find themselves for admission, stay or exercise of- Economie activity.

31. The World Population Plan of Action addresses th~ problems of refugees
(paragraph 53). Since its adoption in 1974, refugees have been a sovrce of growing
coneern to the international cornrnunity because of their increasing numbers, the
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fact that a large proportion of them are from the vulnerable groups - women,
children and the aged - and particularly because most refugees originate and
relocate in developing countries, which have had to cope with the added economic
and social burdens imposed on them. This concern has resulted in programmes by
developing countries, as well as by third countries of resettlement, generally
developed countries, to alleviate the dislocations associated with the influx of
refugees. There seems to be broad agreement that through international
co-operation within the framework of the United Nations an attempt should be made
to remove the causes of new flows of refugees, having due regard to the principle
of non-intervention in the internal affairs of sovereign States. In view of the
existing situation, the recornmendations set out below emphasize the need for
continued international co-operation in finding durable solutions to the problern of
refugees and for the provision of support and assistance to countries of first
asylurn.

Recornmendation 54

States that have not already done so are invited to consider acceding to the
international instruments concerning refugees, in particular to the 1951
Convention dd/ and the 1967 Protocol ee/ relating to the Status of Refugees.

Recornmendation 55

Governments and international agencies are urged to find durable solutions to
problerns related to refugees and refugee movements and to work towards the
elimination of the causes of these problems. Governments, international
~rganizations and non-governmental organizations are urged to continue to promote
the protection of refugees and to provide support and assistance to first asylum
countries in satisfying the basic needs of refugees. Efforts towards the creation
of conditions in which voluntary repatriation may take place should be pursued and
assistance should be provided in rehabilitating returnees. The basic freedoms and
human rights of returnees and their families should be guaranteed and assistance
should be provided in.developing opportunities for a r~turn to a normal and
productive way. of living. In situations where neither voluntary repatriation nor
resettlement in third countries appears to be feasible, Governments, international
organizations and non-governmental organizations are urged to provide support and
assistance to the countries of first asylum in developing the capacity of the
national economic and social infrastructure to sustain and, subject to the full
approval of the host countries, to integrate refugees.

6. Population structure

32. The World Population Plan of Action (paragraphs 63-67) takes particular
note of changing population age structures resulting from sustained demographic
change, and of the effect of such changes on socio-economic development and on
family and household structures. Closely linked issues such as employment for
rapidly expanding working age groups, shifts from agricultural to non-agricultural
occupations and health needs of particular age and sex groups are dealt with
elsewhere in these recommendations. In count~ies where fertility levels are high,
the large absolu te and relative number of children and youth is a continuing burden
for social and economic development, including educational development. On the
other hand, the aging of the population has become an important issue in developed
countries, and an emerging one in those developing countries which' experienced
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declines in fertility in the recent past. The rising proportion of the aged in
these populations is imposing an economic burden with respect to national
expenditures for social security and social servlces. It is noted, however, that
the aged can make significant contributions to society. The following
recommendations note the above and contain proposaIs to foster the growth and value
of aIl age and sex groups in the community.

Recommendation 56

Governments and the international community should continue to bear in mind
the considerations that led to the designation of the International Year of the
Child, as weIl as the recommendations of the World Population Plan of Action with
respect to age distribution, giving due attention to the full range of the needs of
children.

Recommendation 57

Governments, specialized agencies of the United Nations system and other
concerned intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations are invited to
intensify their efforts in the execution of specifie programmes related to youth,
duly taking into account the situation, the needs, the specifie aspirations of
youth and the Specifie Programme of Measures and Activities to be undertaken before
and during the International Youth Year endorsed'by the General Assembly. ffl

Recommendation 58

Governments ar.e urged to reaffirm their commitment to the Implementation of
the International Plan of Action on Aging. wl In this context, fu'"ther efforts
should be made to analyse the issue of aging, particularly its implications for
overall development, social services, medical care and other related fields, and on
the basis of such data Governments are urged to take appropriate measures to secure
the welfare and safety of older people, paying particular attention to the
situation and the needs of older women. Governments and international agencies
should increase their efforts and activities with a view to improving care for the
aged within the family unit. Moreover, Governments should view the aging sector of
the population not merely as a dependent group, but in terms of the active
contribution that older persons have already made and can still make to the
economic, social and cultural life of their families and community.

~ '.'
1 1 Recommendation 59,

In planning for economic and social development, Governments should give
appropriate con~ideration to shifts in family and household structures and their
implications for requirements in different policy fields.,

E. Promotion of knowledge and policy

l. Data collection and analysis

33. The recommendations of the World Population Plan of Action regarding data
collection and analysis (paragraphs 72-77) continue to be both. valid and urgent and
thus every effort should be made for their full Implementation. The collection and
analysis of population and related statistics is an indi~pensable basis for a full
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and accurate understanding of population trellds and prospects for formulating
population and development plans and programmes and for monitoring effectively th,~

implementation of these plans and programmes. During the past decade considerable
progress has been achieved in the field of data collection and analysis. For
example, nearly aIl countries have carried out a population census, well-designed
fertility and other surveys were carried out in many developed and developing
countries, efforts aimed at improving continuing national survey-taking
capabilities were initiated in a number of developing countries, and major advances
were made in the development of methods for use in the analysis of incomplete
data. However, a number of critical gaps in official statistics remain, including
those related to the classification of data for urban agglomerations. In view of
these developments and future requirements, priority attention should be given to
the following recommendations.

Recommendation 60

Governments are urged to develop durable capabilities for data collection,
processing and analysis, including needed computer facilities, to provide reliable
ànd timely information in support of population and other development programmes.
They are also urged to accord priority to the development of national and regional
population information systems. Required assistance should be provided to
developing countries by the international community to develop these activities.

Recommendation 61

Governments are urged to monitor population trends and to assess future
demographic prospects and their implications on a regular basis. Inasmuch as
population projections provide basic tools for economic and social development
planning, efforts should be made to prepare statistics relevant for this purpose.
Co-ordination and co-operation in this work within and between countries should be
promoted.

Recommendation 62

Governments are urged to ensure that population and related data are tabulated
and published separately by sex, as weIl as data concerning other demographic,
social and economic variables, so that the situation of women is rendered clearly
and in order to measure the impact on women of changes that will ensue from the
implementation of the World Population Plan of Action.

Recommendation 63

Governments are encouraged to tabulate and publish data about minority groups
to assist in assessing the impact of the World Population Plan of Action on such
groups.

Recommendation 64

Because migration is the least developed area of current demographic
statistics, Governments may consider undertaking a comprehensive programme of
migration statistics, in line with national priorities, focusing on such areas of
concern as (1) internaI migration, (2) urbanization and (3) international
migration. It is also recommended that migration should be studied in the context
of the family. To this end, Governments should consider. ways of strengthening
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their national population censuses, sample surveys or administrative record systems
in order to obtain needed migration data and estirnates. Countries of origin and of
destination are urged to exchange such pertinent statistical data, through the
relevant United Nations authorities and other competent international
organizations, where appropriate.
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Recommendation 65

"

Recommendation 66

Recommehdation 67

\ : Governments are urged, in the collection, analysis and dissemination of
statistical data, and in the context of national laws ~nd practices, to ensure that

" confidentiality and the privacy of the individual are safeguarded.
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2. Research
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34. The World population Plan of Action (paragraphs 78-80) gives great
emphasis to research activities relating to population and identifies a list of
research priorities related to the theoretical, operational and policy-oriented
aspects of population analyses. Throughout the course of the review and appraisal
of the World Population Plan of Action, in each of the expert group meetings
convened as part of the preparations for the International Conférence on
Population, 1984, as well as in all other review activities, ~he continuing need
for research both to fill gaps in knowledge and to support programmatic activity
was made evident. Increased research efforts together with the necessary
institutional and financial support are made necessary by changes in the social and

Recommendation 68

Governments are urged to collect, compile and publish 'on a timely basis the
full range of vital statistics, as well as other demographic and related social and
economic statistics needed to plan and evaluate population and health programmes,
including family planning programmes. To this end, Governments should establish or
strengthen civil registration systems and make use of well-designed sample surveys,
special studies and available administrative 'reporting systems, such as population
registers.
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Governments, in collaboration with appropriate international organizations,
are urged to establish or strengthen national sample survey programmes that can
provide, in conjunction with data from other sources, a continuous flow of
integrated statistics in support of population and other development programmes,
and to build enduring capabilities for conducting surveys. It is recommended, in
particular, that surveys should be carried out periodically on fertility, family
planning health of mothers and children, mortality and migration and that technical
assistance for this purpose should be made available from international sources.

All countries are requested to participate in the 1990 World Population and
Housing Census Programme and endeavour to improve further their censuses, giving
particular attention to the timely publication of census results in order to
assist, inter alia, in the evaluation of population and development trends at all
levels. Required assistance in support of these activities should be pLovided to
developing countries by the international community.
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economic contexts within which population policies are formulated and implemented.
Similarly, changes in population policies and in demographic conditions themselves
and new reseazch findings, including those concerning contraceptive technology,
calI for an expansion of research activities.

Recommendation 69

Governments and funding agencies are urged to allocate increased resources for
research in human reproduction and fertility regulation, including biomedical
research, in order to improve the safety and efficacy of existing family planning
methods, to develop new methods (including those for males), to develop better
methods of recognizing the female fertile period and to address problems of
infertility and subfecundity, including those caused by environmental pollution.
Such research should be sensitive to the varying acceptability of specific methods
in different cultures. Other important aspects requiring increased research
efforts and support include epidemiological research on the short- and long-term
adverse and beneficial m~dical effects of fertility-regulating agents.
Modernization and updating of the official requirements for the preclinical and
clinical assessment of new fertility regulating agents and a strengthening of the
research capabilities of developing countries in these areas are also urgently
needed.

Recommendation 70 .

Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations should
give priority to service and operational research, including (a) acceptability of
programmes and methodsJ (b) programme design and implementation; (c) management of
programmes, including training of personnel, monitoring, logistics and impact
evaluation; and (d) effectiveness of programmes, including information on planning
the number of children. To increase the acceptance and to improve the design of
family planning service programmes, priority should be given to social research
into the determinants and consequences of fertility. However, substantive
priorities should continue to reflect the needs of countries. The allocation of
research tasks should be pragmatically divided among institutions that operate at
the national, regional or global levels, in arder to make the best possible use of
available resources.

Recommendation 71

Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations should
provide required assistance for the development and continued effectiveness of
research capabilities, especially at the country level, as weIl as at the regional
and global levels. Arrangements to facilitate the exchange of research findings
within and between regions should also be further strengthened. Results of such
research should be used in the implementation of action prog~ammes, which in turn
should have adequate built-in evaluation procedures.

Recommendation 72

In setting population research goals, Governments and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations should endeavoùr to make them relevant to policies
and programmes, with the objective of maki~g innovations in policy formulation,
implementation and evaluation. Special emphasis should be given to research on the
integration of population processes with socio-economic development, considering
not only applied but also theoretical and method91ogical topics.
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3. Management, training, information, educati2~ and communicatio~

35. The World Population Plan of Action couta Ina a series of recommendations
on management, training, information, education and communication in the field of
population (paragraphs 81-93). Since its adoption, the need for the further
development of management in aIl fields related to population has been
acknowledged, both nationally and regionally, in order to enhance the effectiveness
of population programmes. In view of the importance of considering the changing
demographic situations as weIl as the interrelationships between population and
development in the formulation of population policies and measures, training
programmes in population and population-related studies need to be further
strengthened. There is also a growing awareness of the supportive roles in
population policies and programmes of dissemination of population information and
of population education at national, regional and global levels. The following
recommendations relate to these activities.

Recommendation 73

Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations should
increase their support to the management of population programmes. They should
also expand training programmes in population fields, particularly in the areas of
demography, population studies, survey research, management, family life, sex
education, maternaI and child health, family planning and reproductive physiology.
Such efforts should focus on action-oriented training, reflecting the milieu of the
area, country or region concerned. Local-Ievel training should be supplemented by
programmes of technical co-operation among the developing countries and between the
developed and the developing countries, so that they can'learn from each other's
experience. Development and expansion of national and regional population training
institutes and facilities should be encouraged and strengthened. Special attention
should also be given to the need to train those who will be involved in training
activities. In order to ensure increased participation of women in the design,
management, implementation and evaluation of populati~n programmes, special
attention should be given to the need to include women in aIl training activitiés.

Recommendation 74

Governments, with the assistance, as appropriate, of intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations, should continue to explore innovative methods for
spreading awareness of demographic factors and for fostering the active involvement
and participation of the public in population'policies and programmes and to
intensify training of national personnel, who are engaged in information, education
and communication activities (including'the management and planning of those
activities), in developing integrated communication activities and education
strategies, utilizing mass media and community-level and interpersonal
communication techniques. "

Recommendation 75

Governments are invited to develop an adequate corps of trained persons for
the effective formulation and implementation of integrated population and
developrnent policies, plans and programmes at aIl levels. In this regard,
increased efforts should be made by Governments and training institutions, both at
national and international levels, to further facilitate the iritegration of
population studies into training curricula for policy-makers and executives who
plan and irnplement development programmes.
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Recommendation 76

Governments and intergovernmental organizations are urged to make more
effective use of available population data and, for this purpose, to promote forums
for assessing the priorities in the population fields, based on the results of
population data and studies, and for considering their reorientation, as necessary;
moreover, national and international support should be increased with a view to
improving the dissemination and exchange of information at the national levels.

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

A. Role of national Governments

36. The World Population Plan of Action underscores the primary role of
national Governments il; the formulation, implementation and achievernent of the
principles and objectives of the Plan (paragraphs 96-99). The experience of the
last decade has demonstrated the variety of policy approaches that can he effective
when designed and implemented by Governments with due regard for the particular
political, social, cultural, religious and economic conditions of their countries.
However, many factors, including the lack of definite commitment, inadequate
resources, ineffective co-ordination and implementation and insufficient data, have
limited the effectiveness of Governments in the implementation of their national
population policies. The following recommendations emphasize specifie means
whereby Governments can enhance the effectiveness of population policies within the
context of the guidelines articulated in the Plan of Action.

Recommendation 77

Governments are urged to attach high priority to the attainment of
self-reliance in the management of their population programmes. To this end,
Governmens are invited:

(a) To establish monitoring and evaluation systems and procedures as an
important managerial tool for policy-making and programming;

(b) To strengthen the administrative and managerial capability needed for the
effective implementation of population programmes;

(c) To ensure that international assistance is provided under arrangements
and on conditions that are adapted to the administrative resources of the recipient
country, and that such assistance is co-ordinated at the national level in a manner
that will facilitate effective and efficient programmes;

(d) To involve communities more actively in the planning and implementation
of population programmes.

Recommendation 78

Government are encouraged to continue to ,utilize technical co-operation among
developing countries; subregional, regional and interregional co-operation should
be encouraged. .
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B. Role of international co-operation

37. The Warld Population Plan of Action outlines the supportive role of the
international community in providing technical and financial assistance to achieve
the goals of the Plan (paragraphs 100-106). Since the Bucharest Conference,
international co-operation activities of multilateral and bilateral agencies and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations have achieved a number of
notable successes in attaining these goals. Technical assistance among developing
countries has also become increasingly effective. As noted in the Review and
Appraisal of the World Population Plan of Action (E/CONF.76/4) the needs of
developing countries for assistance in population have increased dramatically.
Although the resources available have more than doubled in nominl terms, this
increase has not been sufficient either to keep pace with the demand or to
compensate for erosion due to inflation. The developing countries themselves are
allocating increasing shares of development expenditure for population programmes.
The need for assistance for population programmes as for aIl development programmes
continues to grow. The recommendations in this section encourage further
assistance for development and population, both to enlarge programmes where
effective use of resources has been demonstrated and to initiate new activities.

Recommendation 79

The international community should play an jmPOrtant role in the further
implementation of the World Populati.on Plan of Action. For this purpose, among
other things, adequate and substantial international measures of support and
assistance should be provided by developed countries, other donor countries and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.

Recommendation 80

Organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system and donor
countries which play an important role in supporting population programmes, as weIl
as other international, regional and subregional organizations, are urged to assist
Governments at their request inimplementating these recommendations. Of no less
importance will be the review of existing criteria for setting co-operation
priorities, bearing in mind considerations of regional equity and the proper
balance between the various phenomena in the field of international co-operation.·

Recommendation 81

The international community should give particular emphasis tOI

(a) Initiation and expansion of research and action programmesJ

(b) Institutionalization of the integration of population' planning in the
development processJ

(c) Improving the status and strengthening the role of women and providing
appropriate financial and technical support for this purpose in population
progranunes;
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(d)

(e)

Biomedical and social science researchJ

Collection and analysis of needed data;

-38-



__67 ---.:-

(f) Identification of successful programmes, ascertaining those factors
accounting for their SUCCp.ss and disseminating such information to those developing
countries which initiate programmesJ

(g) Implementation of monitoring and evaluation systems in order to ascertain
the effectiveness and impact of programmes and their continued responsiveness to
community needsJ

(h) Promotion of exchanges between countries with common experiencesJ

(i) Education and training in population matters.

Recommendation 82

Governments are urged to increase the level of their assistance for population
activities in the light of continuing needs in the field and the increasing
commitment of developing countries, with a view to reaching the goals set for this
purPOse in the International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations
Development Decade. In this context Governments of developed countries and other
donor countries are urged to allocate increased contributions for population and
population-related programmes in accordance with national goals and priorities of
recipient countries. This increase should not be detrimental to the levelb of
economic developm~nt assistance in other areas.

Recommendation 83
"

In view of the leading role of the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities in population matters, the Conference urges that the Fund should be
strengthened further, so as to 'ensure the more effective delivery of population
assistance, taking into account the growing needs in this field. The
Secretary-General of the Unit.ed Nations is invited to examine this recommendation,
and submit a report to the General Assembly on its implementation aL soon as
possible but r.ot latter' t'kan 1986.

Recommendation 84

National non-governmental organizations are invited to continue, in accordance
with national POlicies and laws, their pioneering work in opening up new paths and
to respond quickly and flexibly to requests from Governments, intergovernmental and
international non-governmental organizations, as apPEopriate, for the further
implementation of th~ World Population Plan of Action. Governments are urged, as
appropriate, within the framework of national objectives, to encourage the
innovative activities of non-governmental organizations and to draw uPOn their
expertise, experience and resources in implementing national programmes. Doners
are invited to i~crease their financial support to non-governmental organizations.

Recommendation 85

Members of parliament, the scientific community, the mass media, and others in
influential positions are invited, in their respective areas of competence, te
create an awareness of popula~ion and developrnent issues and to support appropriate
ways of dealing with these issues.
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Reco~mendation 86

Policy makers, parliamentarians, and other persons in public life are
encouraged to continue to promote and support actions to achieve an effective and
integrated approach to the solution of population a~d development problems by
arousing public awareness and working towards the implementation of national
population policies and programmes. The United Nations Fund for Population
Activities and the other international organizations concerned are invited to
continue providing support for such actions.

Recommendation 87

The General Assembly, the Economie and Social Council, the Governing Council
of the United Nations Development Programme and legislative and policy-making
bodies of the specialized agencies and other intergovernmental organizations are
urged to examine and support the recommendations for the further ïmplementation of
the World Population Plan of Action and to include population questions among their
major priorities.

C. Monitoring, review and appraisal

Recommendation 88*

The monitoring of popul~tion trends and policies and review and appraisal of
the World Population Plan of Action should continue tQ be undertaken by the
Secreta~y-Generalof the United Nations, as specified in the Plan. The monitoring
of multilateral population programmes of the United Nations system aimed at the
further implementation of the World Population Plan of Action should be undertaken
by the Secretary-General of the united Nations, through appropriate arrangements~

The next comprehensive anà thorough review and appraisal of progress made towards
achieving the qoals and recommendations of the World Population Plan of Action will
be undertaken in 1989.

* While joining the consensus the Mexican representative made the following
statement:

"The Mexican delegation expressed its reservation concerning the text of
recommendation 88, noting that it is not for the Secretary-General to keep the
implementation of population programmes funded by multilateral assistance
under review, as this is exclusively the ~rerogative of Governments~ In this
sense, the Secretary-General may only keep under review the ~'se of the
assi,~~ance provided by United Nations agencies to governmental programmes in
regard to population."

The representative of India associated himself with the statement by the
representative of Mexico.
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a/ See Report of the united Nations World Population Conference, 1974,
Bucharest, 19-30 August 1974 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.XIII.3),
chap , 1).

~ General Assembly resolution 1386 (XIV).

El Report of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment,
Stockholm, 5-16 June 1972, (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.73.II.A.14 and
corrigendum), chaps. l and II.

g; See Officia!-~ecords of the General Assembly, Thirty-seventh Session,
Supplement No. ~5 (A/37/25), part one, annex 1.

e/ ~port of the World Food Conference, Rome, 5-16 November 1974 (United
Nations publication, Sales NOft E.75.II.A.3), chap. I.

!/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, Mexico
City, 13 June-2 July 1975 (Unit~d Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.IV.l),
chap. II, sect. A.

~ Report of the World Conference of the-ynited Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Developrnent and Peace, Copenhagen, 14-30 July 1980 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.80.IV.3 and corrigendum), chap. l, sect. A.

~ See A/lOl12, chap. IV.

il See Meeting Basic Neèds: Strategies for ,Eradicating Mass Pcverty and
Unemployrnent (Geneva, International Labour 0ffice, 1977).

il Report of Habitat~ United Nations Conference on Human Settlements,
Vancouver, 31 May-Il June 1976 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.IV.7 and
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!I Report.of the United ~!tions Conference on Desertification, Nairobi,
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11 Report of the United Nations Water Conference, Mar deI Plata,
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~ See ~rimary Health Care: Report of the International Conference on
Primary Health Care f Alma-Ata, USSR, 6-12 September 1978 (Geneva, World Health
Organization, 1978).

ni Report of the World Conference to Combat Racisrn and Racial
Discrimination, Geneva, 14-25 August 1978 (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.79.XIV.2), chap. II.

2/ General Assembly resolution 34/24, ~nnex.

El Report of the S~cond World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination, Geneva, 1-12 August 1983' (United Nations publication,
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Notes. (continued)
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on the drafting of an international Convention on the Protection of the Rights of
AlI Migrant Workers and Their Families, see A/C.3/35/l3, A/36/378, A/36/383,
A/C.3/36/l0, A/C.3/37/l, A/C.3/37/7 and Corr.l and 2, A/e.3/38/l and A/C.3/38/5.

aa/ See International Labour Conventions and Recornmendations, 1919-1981
(Geneva, International Labour Office, 1982).
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Rights of AlI Migrant Workers and Their'Families (A/C.3/38/WG.l/CRP.2/Rev.l),
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C. RESOLUTIONS

1. Credentials of representatives to the International Conference
on Population

The International Conference on Population,

Raving exam~ned the report of the Credentials Committee (E/CONF.76/l7),

Approves the report of the Credentials Committee.

lOth plenary meeting
13 August 1984

II. Expression of thdnks to the people and Government of Mexico

The International Conference on Population, 1984,

Raving met in Mexico City from 6 to 14 August 1984 at the invitation of theGovernment of Mexico,

Raving adopted recommendations for the further implementation of the WorldPopulation Plan of Action and a Declaration setting forth principles and guidelinesthat reflect the consensus of the participants in the Conference,

1. Expresses its profound gratitude to the president, the people and theGovernment of Mexico, and to the ciw~ic authorities of Mexico City for theirgenerous hospitality, for the efficient facilities and services provided and forthe courtesy shown to the participants,

2. Notes with great satisfaction the adoption of the "Mexico CityDeclaration on Popula.tion and Development" ,

3. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to ensure that theDeclaration receives the widest possible circulation and publicity.

l2th plenary meeting
14 August 1984
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Chaptar II

BACKGROUND OF THE CO~FERENCE

2. The first intergovernmental world conference on population questions was hald
under the auspices of the United Nations in Bucharest in August 1974. The
Conference adopted a "World Population Plan of Action et and a number of resolutions
and recommendations. 1/ Among the recommendations for the implementation of the
~lan of Action there was one concerning the periodic review and appraisal of
progress made towards the achievement of the Plants objectives, to be undertaken by
the United Nations system; it was suggested that the first such review should be
made in 1979 and at five-yearly intervals thereaiter and that the findings of such
systematic evaluations should be considered by the Economie and Social Couneil. ~

3. By resolution 3344 (XXIX) of 17 ~cember 1974, the General Assembly, after
taking note with satisfaction of the report of the Conference and of the World
Population Plan of Action, inter alia, requested the Economic and Social Council to
pay particular attention to the implementation of the Plan of Action, ineluding the
functions of the monitoring and review and appraisal of the Plan both at the global
and at the regional level.

4. In 1979 the Council considered and approved. the findings of the first
quinquennial review and appraisal earried out in pursuanee of the Conference's
recommendation. By its resolution 1979/32 of 9 May 1979 the Council urged States
and regional and international bodies, both governmental and non-governmental, to
take account of the recommenda tions conce r nLnq certain pr ior i t~, areas identif ied in
the annex to that resolution. In addition, the Council, inter alia, requested the
Population Commission in consultation with appropriate united ~ations bodies and
non-governmental organizations "to consider ••• , and advise the Council on, the
possibility of holding an international conference to review population

• i developments in the first decade following the World Population Conference, with
the aim of contributing to the process of quinquennia1 review and appr aLsaf ••• and
to the further implementation of the Plan of Action".

5. In 1981, in a report addressed to the Council, the Population Commission
recommended "the convening of a new population conference". In the light of that
report and of other considerations, the Council adopted resolution 1981/87 of
25 November 1981 by which it decided, inter alia, "to convene in 1984, under the

; auspices of the united Nations, an International Conference on Population open to
aIl States as full members and to the specialized agencies, bearing in mind that it
should be conducted with the utmost economy in size, duration and other cost
fact'ors and the need to utilize extrabudgetary resources for its financing to the
maximum extent possible". The Couneil further decided that·the Conference should
"be devoted to the discussion of selected issues of the highest priority", and made
certain reco~nendations concerning preparations for the Conference. By the same
resolution the Counci: designated the Population Commission as the Preparatory
Committee 11 for the Conference and requested the Secretary-General to appoint the
Executive Director of the United NationsFund for population Activities to serve as
Secretary-General of the Conference and the Director of the Population Division of
the Department of International Economic and Social Affairs as ~eputy

Secretary-General.
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6. The Government of Mexico having offered to act as host to the Conference
in 1984, the Council by resolution 1982/7 of 30 April 1982 welcomed the offerJ by
the same resolution the Council, after noting thè status of preparations for the
Conference, urged Member states to provide necessary assistance and financial
support in order to ensure the success of the preparatory activities and of the
Conference. Later in the same year, on 27 July 1982, the Council adopted
resolution 1982/42 by which it decided to accept with gratitude the offer of the
GO'Jernment of Mexico and, inter alia~ scheduled a session of the Preparatory
Committee to follow the twenty-second session of the Population Commission in
January 1984 and invited the regional commissions to formulate suggestions and
recommendations for the further Implementation of the Wor1d Population Plan of
Action at the regional level, for consideration by the Conferenceo

7. In the following year the Council took further action relating ta the
Conference. By resolution 1983/6 of 26 May 1983 it settled the dates of the
Conference, specified that aIl States and the interested specialized agencies, as
weIl as interested intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and certain
movements, were to be invited to attend the Conference, requested the
Secretary-General to make certain arrangements for the Conference, gave directives
to the Preparatory Committee, and recommended that the General Assernbly should
approve the budgetary resources for the Conference.

88 In the light of the Council's decisions concerning the Conference and of other
considerations the General Assembly, by resolution 38/148 of 19 December 1983,
endorsed the Council's decisions, expr~ssed its appreciation to the Government of
Mexico for offering to act as host to the Conference and made a number of requests
to the Preparatory Committee, the Secretary-General and the regional commissions
concerning their respective contributions to the preparations for the Conference.
It also requested the Secretary-General to report on the outcOWi' of the Conference
at the thirty-ninth (1984) session of the General Assembly.

9. The Preparatory Committee met at United Nations Headquarters from 23 to
27 January and again in resumed session from 12 to 16 March 1984. After intensive
consultations it forrnulated and approved the text of the preamble and the
recommendations fOI the further implementation of the World Population Plan of
Action, !I it decided to transmit the text to the Economie and Social Council at
its first regular session of 1984, together with the introductory paragraphs ta the
recommendations that the Committee requested the Secretariat to edit, as weIl as
one draft recommendation not fully discussed at the resumed session. il That text
was to become the basis of deliberations at the Conference.

10. The Preparatory Committee furthermore recommended, inter alia~ for endorsement
by the Economie and Social Council, the provisional agenda for the Conference and
the text of the provisional rules of proceudre for the Conference. In addition, it
made cert&in other recommendations concerning the composition of the Credentials
Committee of the Conference, the allocation of agenda items to the plenary and to
the Main Committee of the Conference, and other matters related to the procedure
and organization of the Conference~ including for example, the election of
officers, the use of time, the structure of th~ report of the Conference.!I These
recommendations were endorsed by the Counci1 in decision 1984/118.

Il. The substantive preparations, entr~sted to the Departrnent of International
Ecoi'lomic and Social Affairs~ included t.he holding of four expe;:.:t group meetings in
the first half of 1983. These meetings were convened to review the major
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developments in each of the four issue~ identified by the Population Commission as
1 being of the highest priotity: Fertility and Family (New Delhi, 5-11 JanuarY)J

Population Distribution, Migration and Development (Hammamet, 21-25 March);
Population, Resources, Environment and Development (Geneva, 25-29 April) J and
Mortality and Health Policy (Rome, 30 May-3 June). The Governments of India,
Tunisia, the Federal Republic of Germany and Italy provided facilities or support
for these expert group meetings. The conclusions and recommendations of each
expert group meeting were submitted to the preparatory Committee. 7/

12. In addition to the above expert group meetings, the product of regular
activities of the Population Division of the Department of International Economie
and Social Affairs such as the 1983 Monitoring Report of Population Trends and
Policies. and the results of the Fifth Population Inquiry among Governments, 8/ also
served ëlS inputs for the preparation of the review and appraisal of the World
Populati.on Plan of Action and the draft recommendations for the further
implementation of the Plan of Action that the Secretary-General proPOsed to the
preparatory Committee. Substantive contributions to these preparatory activities
were provided by the regional commissions, specialized agencies and other bodies
and programmes of the United Nations system and other non-governmental and
intergovernmental organizations.

13. The preparatory activities at the regional level for the Conference included
five intergovernmental meetings:

(a) The Third Asian and Pacific Population Conference, convened by the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, Colombo, Sri Lanka,
20-29 September 1982J

(b) The Meeting on Population convened by the Economic Commission for Europe,
Sofia, Bulgaria, 6-12 OCtober 1983)

·(c) The Latin American Regional Preparatory Meeting for the International
Conference on Population, held within the Seventh Session of the Committee of
High-Level Government Experts, convened by the Economic Commission for Latin
America, Havana, Cuba, 16-19 No~amber 1983;

(d) The Second African Population Confe~ence, convened by the Economie
Commission for Africa, Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania t 9-13 January 1984J

(e) The Third Regional Population Conference in the Arab World, convened
jointly by the Economic Commission for Western Asia and the League of Arab States,
Anman, Jordan, 25-29 March 1984. '

14. The results of these intergovernmental meetings were endorsed at the annual
session of the respective regional commissions in the Spring of 1984. 2/

15. Non-governmental organizations contributed to the substantive preparation for
the Conference through their participation in the four expert group meetings and in
briefing sessions on the Confel~ence. In addition, an International Consultation of
Non-Gover~mental Organizations on Population Issues was convened by the Conference
of Non-Governmental Organizations in consultative status with ~he Econoïnic and
Social Council. It took place in Geneva from 13 to 15 September 1983 with close to
200 participants from 62 international and 30 national non-governmental
organizations. The Consultation was scheduled well in advance of the Conference

-46-

(

J

1

(

r
A

r



,:-: ..::::::::::::::..:.,

-(
):1

: J

'1
in order to ensure that the views and concerna of these organizations could be
taken into account in the preparation of the documentation for the Conference. 10/

16. In addition, with a view to preparing for the Conference, national committees
were formed by Governments of Member States to consider and draw attention to
demographic phenomena in the countries concerned.

Notes

!I see the Report of the United Nations World Population Conference
(Bucharest, 19-30 August 1974), United Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.XIII~3

(E/CONF.60/19).

y Ibid., chap. l, paras. 107 and 108.

1/ The Preparatory Committee was open to the participation of aIl States.

!I For the Committee's reports to the Economie and Social Counci1, see
documents E/1984/28 and Add.lJ for the text of the recommendations see document
E/1984/28/Add.l, annex I.

21 The passages in question were indicated in the Committee's report on its
resumed session (see E/1984/28/Add.1, para. 1 (b) and (c».

!I See the Preparatory Committee's first report (E/1984/28)J the text of the
prc1visional rules of procedure and the provisionalagenda were circu1ated in
documents E/CONF.76/PC/3 and Corr.l and E/CONF,?6/PC/4.

-,

1/ See documents E/CONF.76/PC/6-9,

!I See World Population Trends and Po1icies~ 1983 Monitoring Report
(ST/ESA/SER.A/93 and Add.l), future United Nations publication.

21 See the report of the Secretary-General on the. recommendations of the
regiona1 commissions for the further implementation of the World Population Plan of
Action at the regional level (E/CONF.16/6).

10/ See the Report of the Consultation, p~blished by the Population
Institute, washington, c.C., 1983.
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Chapter III

INAUGURATION OF THE CONFERENCE

17. An inaugural ceremony was held at the Palacio de Bellas Artes, Mexico City,
on 6 August 1984.

18. The Under-Secretary-General for the Department of Technical Co-operation for
i Development, in an inaugural address, conveyed the good wishes of the

Secretary-General of the united Nations for the success of the Conference and his
appreciation for the hospitality offered by the Government of Mexico. He added
that in recognition of the importance of the Conference, the Secretary-General
would corne to address the Conference in person at a later stage of the proceedings.

19. In a statement made a t the inaugural ceremony, Mr. Rafael M., Salas,
Secretary-General of the Conference, said that the overriding objective of
population policies should be the stabilization of the global population, subject
to respect for the dignity and freedom of the human person and with due regard for
the availability of resources, technological progress, the safeguarding of the
environment, and social innovations. He calIed for the continuation and
strengthening of global population programmes, until the promiF8 of stabilization
was within sight. AIl people should have access to the knowledge and the means
enabling them to bring forth only the children for whom they could provide the
fullest opportunities for growth.

"
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l,23. While the overall world population growth rate had declined, he pointed out

that the number of new human beings add~d to the world population each year was
~till increasing, owing to an imbalance between global death rates and birth rates,

22. He suggested five guiding principles. Countries should try to make their
national policies and goals consistent with the global ones incorporated in the
World Population Plan of Action; realize that population policies take effect
within a much longer time-frame than other programmes, strive f6r coherence arnong
their recommendations; be aware of the ever-changing state of knowledge and allow
for new technological advances and innovations, and be sensitive to the basic
rights of individuals and couples to make free and responsible decisions on
fertility.

21. The task of the Conference was to examine, determine and agree on global
strategies that would complement national population policies and programmes and
make the provisions of the World Population Plan of Action adopted at Bucharest
in 1974 a continuously operative and relevant framework for national and

1 international efforts in the population field. It was, of course, for the
1 sovereign States to cons Lder , judge, decide and agree on what was proper for the
1 further implementation of the World Population Plan of Action.
j
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20. Ideally, he said, the stabilization of the global population - in the sense of
a balance between population and resources - should be achieved within the shortest
period possible before the end of the next century. Population stabilization would
make it less difficult for the developing countrif~s to improve their levels of
living. He referred te voluntary family planning as a vital means in reaching this
global goal, provided that it was consisten~ ·~lth hurnan rights, religious beliefs

,1 and cultural values.
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in that mortality ~ates had declined, but that fertility rates had declined less.The world population in 1984 was estimated at 4.76 billion, having been3.99 billion in 1974. The annual rate of population growth had declined from anestimated 2.03 per cent in 1970-1975 to 1.67 in 1980-1985. However, he said, theannual Increment of the world population had remained relatively stable at above75 million throughout the decade and was expected to increase to 89 million by1995-2000.

24. According to United Nations projections, the world population would continueto grow for 110 years, although at a progressively slower pace. Almost the entirefuture growth would occur in the developing countries, many of which even nowconsidered their rates of population growth too high. The rate of populationgrowth had declined but slowly, and unless the current momentum to reduce fertilitywas maintained, the growth rate might actually increase during the remainder ofthis century.

25. He stated that the global birth rate had declined in the past decade, but thelevels offerti" .ty continued to vary substantially among developing countries.Whereas several countries of Asia and Latin America had experienced rapid declinesin fertility, fertility rates remained very high in much of Africa and WesternAsia. Government programmes to reduce fertility were available to 80 per cent ofthe eligible population of the developing world, but the fertility le'lels werestill too high to achieve eventual population stability, which would result if eachwoman had only 2.1 children instead of the current much higher numbers. Thecontinued momentum of population growth in the developing countries would lead to adoubling by the year 2025 in the number of women in the reproductive ages,currently estimated at 873 million.

26. In consequence of a world-w.ide improvement in'health and human longevity,global life expectancy at birth had risen to 59 years, but in 'developing countriesto only 56.6 years. In 40 or more countries of Africa and Asia life expectancy atbirth was less than 50 years. He pointed to the large differential in the levelsof infant mortality rates between developed and developing countries: in developedcountries the rate was 17 infant deaths per 1,000 live births, whereas it was91 per 1,000 in developing countries.

27. He referred to the increase in international migration and rural-ta-urbanmigration within individual countries. The direction and characteristics ofinternational migration flows had changed since the Bucharest Conference, causingincreased concern for the human rights and welfare of permanent immigrants,expatriate workers, undocumented or Illegal migrants and refugees.

28. The proportion of the urban in the total population had risen from 38 to41 per cent since 1974 and was expected to reach approximately 50 per cent at theglobal level by the end of this century. The number of cities· with 4 million ormore inhabitants had increased during the decade from 28 to 41. In the developingworld, however, the number had almost doubled, from 15 to 27, during the decade.The influx into the cities was expected to continue, and by the year 2000 therewould probably be about 66 cities with 4 million or more inhabitants. He referredalso to the increase in the numbers of the elderly, which placed an additionalburden on social services, in many countries, and to the increase in the size of thelabour force, which necessitated the creation of new jobs.
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34. He hoped that the Conference would point the way towards a better future for
the world's population - a future of peace and justice, free of racial prejudice
and discrimination, a future marked by international solidarity and co-operation.

31. He expressed the hope that the Conference would àchieve its objectives in a
spirit of harmony and in conformity with the principles of peac(~ful coexistence,
international co-operation, justice, freedom and development, and respect for human
rights. Essentially, the Conference was concerned with the conditions of life of
the 4.8 billion individuals who constituted the worla's population. He considered
that the Earth's resources and human integrity would be able to satisfy basic
needs, provided that these resources and capabilities were used rationally. The
task of providing shelter, food and employment for aIl people was a formidable one,
and it was the dutY of Governments, whatever their social and economic philosophy,
to resPQnd to the challenge.

32. Despite the notable progress made in ensuring a longer and better life for the
population of many countries, the economic, social, cultural and scientific
development still lagged behind in many others. In view of the interrelationship
of the demographic situation and the economir and social situation, the policies of
Governments needed to be integrated so as to cover aIl these fields in a coherent
manner.' Obviously, conditions varied from region to region and from country to
country, and hence national population policies had to take account of these
conditions. It was the sovereign right and responsibility of every Government to
determine the population policy appropriate for its country.

33. He described measures adopted in Mexico to carry,.into effect the population
policy elaborated in the past decade, in the context of the broader development
PQlicy, and he mentioned results achieved in such matters 'as family planning,
decline'of the birth rate, internaI migration, a~d maternaI and ch~ld health. The
achievement of certain targets in his as in other developing countries was hampered
by financial·constraints and the repercussions of the world economic crisis.

29. He stated, in conclusion, that only the determined, rational and humane
natiènal population policies of countries could ensure a more satisfying future for
the coming gener'ations. Governments must plan and work to create a secure and
viable global society, one in which individuals ~ould develop thei.r full potential
free from the capricious inequalities of development and threats of environmental
degradation.

, ,
i

30. H.E. Mr. Miguel de la Madrid Hurtado, President of Mexico, in his inaugural
address welcomed the Conference and its participants on behalf of the people and
Government of Mexico.

,(:,"

,
l

! f
~ ,



'.

••

Chapter IV

REVIEW AND APPRAISAL OF THE WORLD POPULATION
PLAN OF ACTION: SUMMARY OF THE DEBATE

35. The President invited the Conference to consider item 4 of its agenda, and
drew attention to the report of the Secretary-General entitled "Review and
appraisa ,-f the World Population Plan of Action" (E/CONF.76/4 and Corr.l) •

Statement by the Queen of Jordan

36. Her Majesty Queen Noor al Hussein of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
addressing the Conference at the invitation of the Presiàent, said that the
principles adopted at the Bucharest Conference of 1974 remained valide Thus, for
the first ~ime in history, universal population concerns could be addressed on a
comprehentive universal basis.

37. She stressed that the terminology and statistics concerning population might
be inappropriately clinical, to the point that they camouflaged the raw humanity of
the real issues faced by mankind. The individual human being defied quantification
and refused to be abstracted: this was the paradox and true challenge of
population studies.

38. She pointed out that aIl were aware of the magnitude of the population
problem - that the projected growth ta the year 2000 was truly alarming. In this
connection, she noted that it was significant that the Conference had been conven~d

especially on the urging of the developing countries, whereas the Bucharest
Conference had been initiated in response to the concern of the industrialized
nations~ This shift in concern and commitment was not surprising in view of the
changing patterns of population growth.

39. She emphasized that when individuals were deprived of essential services,
there was a population problem, but when basic human needs were satisfied,
population problerns began ta fade away. The population issues facing the
developing countries were staggering, but malny of these problems were not
attributable to high fertility rates or economic imbalances alone. By way of
example, she Dointed to the plight of the millions of refugees and victims of
political conflicts. In particular, she described the terrible cost to the people
of her own country and ta the Palestinians of the continuing instability in the
region.

40. She referred, in conclusion, to possibilities for progress that might be
achieved, for example, thraugh an improved status for women, better education for
bath men and women, integrated rural development, and most f;undamentally a renewed
commitment to meeting basic human needs~

Summary of the debate

41. The delegations which participated in the debate considered that the
Conference offered a welcome opportunity for ·taking stock of the demographic
changes that had occurred since the Bucharest Conference, ,1974. It also provided
an occasion for an exc~ange of views on measures to be taken for reviewing and
giving further effect to the World Population Plan of Action of 197~ in the
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circumstances of a demographic structure that had in sorne respects changed in the
decade that had elapsed since 1974 and for envisaging future steps that might be
taken, nationally and internationally, in order to enable States to deal with these
changing demographic circumstances. They expressed the hope that the
recommendations to be adopted by the Conference would be conducive to the
betterment of the conditions of life of aIl human beings, that they would offer
guidelines to Governments in formulating their population policies and designing
their programmes, and that they would be adopted in an atmosphere of concord.

42. Sorne delegations expressed the view that the main raason why sorne of the
results of the implementation of the World Plan of Action had been unsatisfactory
and slow to materialize was the d~terioration of the international political
climate.

43. Many speakers pointed to the contrast between the demographic situation as it
had existed in 1974 and the pr.esent situation, and especially to the difference
between the views, interpretations and forecasts advanced then and the ideas
prevailing now. In many industrial countries the birth rate had declined so
sharply that the population was virtually stable - in sorne cases it had actually
declined - while in developing countries, despite a certain decline of the birth
rate from a very high level and, apart from notable exceptions, the size of the
population was still growing very rapidly.

44. Many delegations stressed that, while it would be use fuI for the Conference to
approve broad general guidelines, i.t was in the final analysis the responsibility
of Governments, in ~e exercise of their sovereign authority, to forrnulate the
POpulat~on PQlicies which they considered most appropriate and consistent with
national social, economic and cultural conditions and factors. Several delegations
considered that it was utopian to aspire to the formulation of global policies, in
view of the diversity of national situations. It was generally recognized,
however, that conscious efforts had to be made by Governments to frame coherent
population policies adapted to the conditions in their countries and consistent
with plans or programmes relating to social and economic Jevelopment as a whole.
It was also stressed that population policies were integral parts of the long-range
socio-economic development pelicies of each country.

45. Many of the delegates reaffirmed the validity of the principles and objectives
of the World Population Plan of Action, as the essential basis of the consensus to
be reached at the Conference.

46. Particular ernphasis was given by many of the speakers ta two fundamental
principles. First, the strict respect of State scvereignty in the formulation and
Implementation of national population policies, although this should nct deter
countries from undertaking collective efforts in this area •. Second, a l.l, couples
and individuals have, as a basic human right, full freedom to decide the number and
spacing of their children, as weIl as to have access to the information and means
necessary to make their decisions.

47. Special emphasis was also given to the basic proposition in the Plan of Action
that population and development are interrelatedJ that population variables
1nfluence and are influenced by development variables. Furthermore, it was
recognized that population policies should be constituent elements of
socio-economic development policies and not substitutes for them.

-52-

48,

rel
on
pel
par
hov
mi.c
Pee
eXI
grç
e cc
t.hs
COI

off
COL

fan

49.
har
of

50.
sec
dan
mil
the
in
pre

51.
ser
tha
eff
the
the
dev
cri
car
str
and
~7i t
the

52.
and
dev
opi
Buc
peo
of

53.
man
imp



, .
. , ' ';" di~ • "... . • , ." . . .

." ". '9 ". '" {/. '.~ ( ,,' • ~ ...~ ....... ". '" ".
y ... ,' J"""~~'''''"~' ,<. '-. ",...,.. -y:_~. ~.. ~~". ri'"'''' ••~'>< ''! " ,,~~ ," ~ ,. h'" .j 'r <' (~~" fIJ. ~~ l~<t"1 " l'''fI .... ~ ", '~~ ......... ,~. ~ "!~,, ......... ~, _\ _"_ ~~ .... , ",~,,~_ ',." ,., <1,•• ,.",,,1 li' ~f~ .40

L.

48. One delegation said that the rich diversity of cultures and traditions
represented at the Conference might, of course, give rise to differences of views
on various issues, but considered that the sharing of experience, insights and
perspectives would help to identify how common goals can be achieved. Referring to
past experience, this delegation stated that hitherto polieies had concentrated on
how to arrest the surge in human numbers rather than on how expanding population
might be accommodated. The population problem must be put in proper perspective.
People were producers as weIl ar- consumers. There were examples of nations
experiencing increases in population growth that had also experienced economic
grpwth, relying on the creativity of private individuals working within a free
economy. Excessive population growth became a threat if individual initiative and
the ability of men and women to work towards a better future were inhibited by the
concentration of economic decision-making in the hands of planners and public
officiaIs. The delegation mentioned the demographic evolution in the developed
countries as showing that economic development rc~uced the incentive to have large
families.

49. The vast majority of delegations stressed that demographic processes in
harmony with social and economic processes could only be ensured under conditions
of peace and fruitful co-operation of nations.

50. Many speakers also s.ated that it was necessary to achieve disarmament and
security and to stop military conflicts and the arms race, which were the greatest
danger ta mankind and to its development. They stressed that resources used for
military purposes should be redirected to the realization of programmes planned in
the social and economic spheres, especially the improvement of the quality of life,
in both developed and developing countries, and in this way most of the population
problems would be resolved.

51. A number of delegations stressed that the current world economic crisis
seriously impeded efforts to deal with population problems. Many speakers added
that the continuing deterioration in the world economy would threaten nct only the
effective response ta demographic concerns of Governments, but any improvement in
the quality of life - which was, after aIl, the ultimate goal of aIl activity in
the area of population. It was also noted that, in particular, a large number of
developing countries had been severely affected by the current world economic
crisis. As a consequence, many of these countries lacked the resources for
carrying out even relatively modest population policies. Theirs was a constant
struggle to satisfy the elementary material needs of a still growing population,
and they had ta contend not only with a frequently hostile natural climate but also
with other constraints such as trade barriers, indebtedness and poor markets for
their export commodities.

52. Sorne delegations mentioned that, in consequence of the drop in the death rate
and of the still high birth rate, the population as a whole ~as increasing in
developing countries, while the proportion of the poor remained high. In the
opinion of many delegations it was one of the most noteworthy achievements of the
Bucharest Conference and the Plan of Action that they had made Governments and
people aware of the connection between poverty and the size, age, structure, rate
of growth, distribution and age of the population.

53. Many speakers stated that high interest rates and the external indebtedness of
many developing countries were seriously limiting the efforts of these countries ta
implement their social and economic policies. One speaker stated that the
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political and economic pressures and imperialistic policies of sorne countries and
multinational corporations were aggravating the economic crisis.

54. It was repeatedly stressed in the course of the debate that government
policies in the matter of population had ta reconcile the demands for the
well-being of society as a whole with the respect due to the dignity of the human
person and with the observance of human rights. Many speakers emphasized the need
for removing the causes of social injustice, inequalities and discrimination that
still affected certain population groups, particularly in developing countries.

55. It was stressed by the representatives of sorne developing countries that, in
any attempt to deal with very high rates of population growth, it was essential to
avoid any policies that would disrupt or even destroy the framework of the
traàitional society, and in particular the family. There could be no question of
constructing a wholly new society simply for the sake of achieving population
policy goals. Thus, policies would have to be based on full recognition of the
prevailing values and structure of the society. Policies and programmes could not
go substantially beyond what the community was prepared to accepta

56. Several representatives stated that, very understandably, the principal
preoccupation of many developing countries had been and still was the size and
growth of their population, especially seen in the light of rising expectations and
aspirations for a better life. They pointed out, however, that sorne developing
countries, or sorne regions, were not densely populated. In those cases, they
stressed, the situation was not one of overpopulation but ~f underdevelopment and
underutilization of resources.

57& Sevaral speakers stated that population policies should take into account the
endowment of natural resources and the quality of the environment. The devastating
effects of, for example, acid rain, pollution of water, the oceans and even of
outer space needed immediate attention. It was important, in their opinion, te
foster the conviction that the environment had ceased te be a national domaine
Governments must unite to preserve the global environment for the survival of
mankind.

58. In the oplnlon of sorne representatives there was a risk that the twentieth
centu~y might become the turning point at which the balance between population,
resources and the environment could becomf irredeemably altered. This was due both
to the lifestyles and consumption patterns in the industrialized countries, and to
the cycle of poverty and high population groWth which were putting pressures on the
resources of developing countries.

59. Many delegations noted that a historie change in population growth had
occurred since the Bucharest Conference, 1974. The global rate of population
growth had peaked and begun an apparent downward trend. Nevertheless, the annual
increments in the size of population at the global level remaineà very high. Many
speakers also emphasized the necessity to consider population growth at the
regional, national and local level, and not merely from a global point of view, for
there were substantial differences in the changes in rates of growth between
countries and regions. Indeed, the widening discrepancy between rates of growth
itself had become part of tht population problem. It was also ~bserved that
negative population growth in sorne developed countries, res~lting in aging
population structures, made it clear that population was now an issue of major
concern to countries at aIl levels of development. This was a somewhat different
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situation from thai~ perceived in 1974, when the population problem was seen almost
entirely as a characteristic of the developing countries. The low growth observed
in developed countries was attributed by sorne speakers to the third industrial
revolution, as weIl as to a rejection of traditional family values, in particular
by the younger generation.

65. Many delegations reported on the nature of policies apd pro9rammes adopted and
implemented in their çountries in order to influencedemographic trends. They
emphasized that such policies had to be designed with reference to the distinctive
national conditions. For example, while a great many developing countries sought
to reduce fertility from very high levels, sorne developed count~ies with fertility
below replacement levels were applying policies to raise it.· In every case,
however, such policies should respect the values and the basic human rights of the
population. In most countries, the importance of integration with overall health
policies was stressed. In addition, in the opinion of several speakers, in any
attempt to influence fertility it was essential to strengthen the family. Repeated
reference was made to the valuable contribution that assistance for family planning
could make to the health of women and thus to their more complete integration into
the social and economic life of the community. One representative considered that
the decline in fertility could ideally be viewed as â measure of the extent to

1

which increasing numbers of families were exercising the right freely to control
their own fertility and not as a reflection of any use of coercion.

64. Many delegations urged that measures be taken to achieve a further reduction
of rnorbidity and mortality, especially as regards mothers and children. It was
widely acknowledged that efforts should be strengthened to control infectious and
parasitic diseases; improve nutrition and healch care systems, and ensure greater
access to primary health care for aIl sectors of the population, and particularly
for the poorest.

63. Many delegations pointed out, however, that disturbing interregional and
intra-regional differences in mortality remaineà and were a subject of concern to
cer t a i.n count.r ies that shared common social and econonuc characeer istics.

60. Several speakers drew attention to the risks associated with the apparently
persistent high population increase in many developing countries. The pressure on
the land, aggravated in sorne cases by clirnatic disasters, the urban congestion, the
strain on food resources and the consequential heavy demand on the limited
financial resources of the countries concerned rendered life extremely precarious,
and cases of famin~ had occurred in certain regions. It was in such situations,
they stressed, that rational population policies were indispensable. Other
speakers expressed confidence in the ability of human beings to develop and exploit
the Earth's still abundant resources in such a way that the needs of the human
species would be satisfied g though these resources might not be unlimited.

62. Numerous references were made in the course of the debate to the decline in
mortality rates in almost every region, thanks largely to advances in medical
science and the treatment of infectious and parasitic diseases. Beth mothers and
children had better chances of survival as a result of such progress, though it was
true that the infant mortality rate remained high in sorne of the least developed
c0ûntries.

61. Sorne delegates stressed that the encouraging signs in the decline of the
global population growth rate during the past decade should not lead to complacency
with respect to efforts to deal with population issues.
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66. with reference to the future in countries that were experiencing very low
fertility, it was observed that policies would be needed that would support the
family but at the same time would not interfere with the freedom of individuals to
have or not to have children. For example, arrangements should be made so that
women's participation in the labour force would not interfere with their decision
to have a family. It was essential that the public should be made fully aware of
thJ~ implications of fertility levels, and demographic conditions in general, in the
developed countries.

67. Among various approaches used by Governments to reduce fertility, sorne
speakers noted that both direct and indirect measures were useà. Among the former,
reference was made to an increase in the legal minimum age of marriage for both men
and women, along with family planning. Key indirect measures mentioned were higher
educational attainments and an improvement in the status of women, especially of
those in rural areas. One developing country stated that one component of its
approach was the establishment of the nuclear family as the ideal towards which
social change was oriented. Among various supporting measures, changes in
population law, such as the removal of restrictions on the importation of
contraceptives and of prohibitions on family planning information, were mentioned.

68. with reference to the rights and responsibilities of parents, and also with
reference to the moral and ethical rules of different societies, it was observed,
as an example, that Islam enjoined parents to have no more children than they could
appropriately care for. Other representatives pointed out that in sorne regions
family planning programmes necessarily encompassed not only child spacing but also
efforts to reduce infertility and subfecundity. Infertility was a cause of social
ills and stagnation in sorne regions.

69. The role of the family as the basic unit of society was stressed by several
delegations, and it was urged that measures be taken to strengthen that roleo Soma
representatives expressed the opinion that the family setting in which children
grew up should be fully assured, in order that they might realize their personal
development in society. "

70. Many representatives stated that in their countries family planning programmes
were integrated with the public health service. They stressed that the information
provided concerning birth control took into account the cultural, social and
religious values of society. Accordingly, the supply of such information and of
contraceptive devices was restricted in certain cases, for example in the case of
young persans. Several delegations expressed the view that international
assistance in support of family planning programmes, however necessary and welcome,
should not be made conditional on the adoption or non-adoption of any particular
family planning policy in the recipient country.

71. Several representatives expressed the view that family' planning programmes
"

should not be viewed in isolation, but as forming part of the general effort ta
maintain or improve the health of the nation. The services offered in the cm ~ext

of such programmes, e.g. advice on fertility r-egulation, which in many cases was
provided by non-governmental organizations, should be in keeping with the needs and
preferences of the persons - women or men - who applied for them. Sorne of these
speakers suggested that advice on contraception and contraceptive devices might
weIl be provided by locally based community agencies, instead of by the medical
service. Sorne delegations stressed, moreover, the crucial ro~e of direct local
involvement in population and family planning programmes, and the need to support
voluntary organizations and encourage community participation in such programmes.
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72. Sorne delegations stated that family planning should be e~couraged for the
purpose of enabling persons to de termine the number and spacing of their children
consciously. This would include, as a form of prevention, also the comprehensive
availability of aIl kinds of contraception, as far as possible free of charge. It
was also stated that, in order to avoid the risks of illegal abortions and to
reduce maternaI mortality, women should have the right to have their pregnancies
terminated by or under the supervision of a physician. One delegation stated that,
as illegal abortions performed under unsafe conditions constituted a very serious
health hazard in many countries, aIl women should have access to legal and safe
abortions.

73. One delegation, while expressing its opposition to the practices of abortion,
sterilization and contraception, stated that it was the dutY of Governments to
create conditions that would enable couples to exercise responsibly their right to
form families, to bear and to rear children without coercion or pressure to conform
to the small family modela That delegation further supported access to and
instruction in natural family planning methods, and suggested continued research in
order to promote a better understanding of the female fertility cycle.

74. Another delegation expressed its categorical rejection of abortion and
sterilization as a method of fertility control.

75. One delegate stated that it was his Government's policy not to allow its
population assistance contribution to be used to finance or promote abortion. His
Government's contributions to nations which supported abortion with other funds
wouId need to be kept in segregated accounts that could not be used for abortion.
In addition, his Government would no longer contribute to non-governmental
organizations which perform or actively promote abortion as a method of family
planning in other nations. He aoded that no part'of his Government's contributions
ta multilateral funding organizations couId be used for abortion, and his
Government would also require concrete assurances that such organizations are not
engaged in, and do not provide funding for, abortion or coercive family planning
programmes.

76. Sorne speakers emphasized the need for establishing specifi.c demographic
targets consistent with social and economic development plans. They considered
targets usefuI because they quantified explicitly the goals of social and economic
development strategies. Other speakers, however~ cautioned that demographic
targets might conflict with the rights of couples and individuals to make their own
reproductive choice.

77. It was noted by a number of delegations that hundreds of millions of people
lacked access to safe contraception. They emphasized the need to increase the
access to and acceptance of family planning for men and women, including young
persons, in order to ensure the right of aIl couples and indiv.iduals to the
information, education and means to decide on the number and spacing of their
children. In this connection, they stressed that family planning should not be
approached in an isolated fashion, but should be integrated into primary health
care and maternaI and child health programmes. In addition, steps should be taken
te improve nutrition and maternaI education, while recognizing the importance of
breast feeding to maternaI and child health. Such measures would not only have an
immediate positive impact on the well-being of mothers and children, but would also
affect fertility rates.
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78. Several delegations stated that the WHO code for the marketing of breast-milk

substitutes should be implemented in àll countries. Severa! speakers considered

that efforts to improve access to family planning services should be supported by

expanded research into safe and effective methods of fertility regulation, as weIl

as into family planning service delivery. The research capabilities of developing

countries in these areas should be strengthened.

79. Most speakers referred to the importance of the status of women in the

formulation and implementation of population policies and programmes. They pointed

to the strong evidence indicating that, as their educational and economic status

improved, women tended to bear fewer children. Hence, by offering women access te

education and to participation in economic life, Governments would be able to

achieve the objective of lowering the birth rate and so a decrease in the

population growth rate where this was considered desirable. They stressed moreover

that, with the wider recognition of the equality of the sexes, men might

progressively take a greater share in family responsibilities and so relieve wornen

of sorne of their onerous tasks.

80. Several delegations commented on the increase in international migratory

movements, both those caused by sheer necessity, such as food shortages, and those

attributable to political events, conflicts, or violations of fundarnental human

rights. Such large-scale movements presented a serious challenge to host

countries, for these had to try to absorb the migrants without disrupting the

pattern of life of the resident society. The speakers urged that consideration

shou1d be shown towards migrant groups which becarne ethnic minorities in the host

countries.

81. Sorne representatives stressed the importance of immigration in the past and

noted that, although immigration programmes could not 1ead to any significant

redistribution of the global population, the reunification of families and

provision for resettlement opportun'~ties should continue to be the principal

objectives of such programmes" "

82. Many delegations drew attention to the serious problems being faced by the

refugees in variouli countries around the world. They urged the world community to

provide the necessary financial, political and humanitarian support to these

refugees. They emphasized that refugees should have the opportunity to return ·to

their homes.

83. Concern was expressed by several représentatives about the large outflow of

professional and skilled personnel from developing countries. This was viewed as

an obstacle to the achievement of se1f-sustained socio-economic growth because of

the resulting shortage of skilled manpower.

84. A phenomenon mentioned by many representatives was that"of increasing

urbanization. The number of large and very large cities had increased

substantia1ly in the past decade and was expected to increase still further in the

future. These rnegapo1ises existed in many developing countries - Mexico City being

the outstanding example - and the swelling population in these cities placed a

great strain on the infrastructure and on essential services. The urban growth was

attributable partly to internaI migration, to the exodus from the countryside.

Several de1egations described measures ~nstituted or envisaged ta improve the

qua1ity of life for the rural population in their countries'and so to discourage

the movement to the towns. Other delegations referred to cross-border migratory

f10ws that affected the demographic situation in the countries concerned.

-58-

"'t,... c__ _.,__...: _



85. One delegation noted that rural exodus and rapid urbanization, major problems
in many developing countries, were sometimes encouraged by a growth model favouring
the cities over the countryside. Price mechanisms in particulnr could sometimes
result in the rural population absorbing a disproportionate share of the coste of
the national development effort. Beneficia! priees, access to land, water and
agricultural credit, education and health services were necessary to stern the flow
of population from the countryside. Decentralized industrialization and the
creation of employment in small and medium-sized cities were aIse key elements in
population distribution policies.

86. Cornmenting on the change in demographic structure caused by increased
longevity, a number of representatives drew attention to the added strain which
this change placed on the economies of their countries. Provision had to be made
not only for the increase in the young population group, but also for the grewing
numbers of the elderly. It was pointed out that the situation was different in
developed countries, where the older age group was increasing and the younger age
group shrinking in size, from that in developing countries where both age groups
were increasing in numbers, as mortality rates declined.

87. Several representatives noted that the aging of the population had become a
matter of greater concern in the years since the Bucharest Conference, particularly
in the developed and in sorne developing countries. They referred to policies
applied in their countries intended to maintain the integration of older persons in
the active life of the cornmunity.

88. Several delegations of developing countries mentioned action taken in their
countries to improve the collection and publication of demographic data through
censuses and surveys, and the analysis of their results. The information so
obtained ~as a valuable and even indispensable tool for Governments in the framing
of population policies and of development programmes. Sorne of the speakers said
that technical and other assistance should continue to be provided by donor.
countries and intergovernmental bodies in co-operation with developing countries
for the purPQse of refining the statistical systems and capabilities of these
countries.

89. Several delegations stated that serious insufficiency or in sorne cases the
almost total lack of basic demographic data continued to impede a more complete
integration of population inta development planning in sorne developing countries.
It was noted by many speakers that international co-operation in the form of both
financial and material support and technical advisory services remained an
important unsatisfiep need. On the other hand, where gains had been made in
data-gathering through censuses, improved vital registration or sample surveys, a
favourable impact on policy formulation, implementation and evaluation was noted.

90. It was pointed out by a nurnber of speakers that a seriotls barrier to the
development of more useful and effective population research was the manner in
which it was institutionalized within the various traditional social science
disciplines. Better integration of population research as carried on in the
different disciplines was needed and should receive the support of the
international community. Furthermore, it was important to achieve stronger links
between population research carried on in academic and scientific research
institutions and policy-makers and technical and professional workers concerned
with population in public institutions.
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91. Several speakers emphasized the value of demographic analyses in the
preparation and implementation of population policies and programmes. Reference
was made also to the particular importance of population projections for a wide
variety of purposes. Such forecasts, for example, were essential for effective
social and economic planning and in the evaluation of the implications of current
demographic trends.

92. A number of delegations considered that there was a need to continue the
monitoring of population trends and policies at aIl levels in order to formulate
and impJement more effectively population plans and programmes. It was desirable
that Governments should share experience in implementing population programmes and
policies.

93. Several delegations stated that international technical co-operation in the
area of population continued to receive high priority in their countries. Many
developed countries that had provided support for population activities reported
that they would continue or even expand such co-operation in bilateral and
rnultilateral programmes. AlI such co-operation must take into account the
particular needs, chRracteristics and values of the countries receiving assistance
and must, above aIl, fully respect their national sovereignty. such assistance
must alsa be made as effective as possible, in the light of clearly identified
needs and priorities. Sorne representatives stressed that the assistance granted by
donor countries and organizations in the field.of population activities should not
be tied to any conditions, for population policies were within the internaI
competence of the receiving countries.

94. The representatives of a number of donor countriei referred to the assistance
granted by their Governments and by aid-giving governmental and non-governmental
institutions in their countries to developing countries in the context of projects
designed to improve the health and living conditions of the population of recipient
countries. They stated that their countries were prepared to continue to provide
such aid, or even to increase it, to countries wishing to receive it. They stated,
furthermore, that their Governments and bodies in their countries would be prepared
to offer the results of research into family planning to interested countries.

95. A number of speakers noted the need for a greater financial cornmitment to
population activities at the national, regional and international levels. One
delegation expressed the view that governments should consider allocating at least
1 per cent of their annual budgets for population programmes, to be used at
national and international levels. Others suggested, in addition, a greater
financial commitment to further research into new methods of fertility regulation
and into the safety and effectiveness of existing methods.

96. It was stressed by several speakers that the effectiveness of technical
co-operation made available through the various entities of the United Nations
system concerned with population would be enhanced by better co-ordination of their
activitieso

97. A number of representatives paid a tribute to the efforts deployed by the
United Nations Fund for Population Activities in assisting developing countries to
formulate population policies and implement proj r amme j" The Fund had contr ibuted
to the raising of the standards of living of certain ',pulation groups, and had
efficiently co-ordinated the financing and execution of specific population
programmes. The useful part played in such programmes by United Nations bodies and
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specialized agencies was recognized by several speakers. They pointed out
furthermore that, in relation to aggregate financial flows for development
purposes, the funds devoted to population activities in the United Nations system
and through official development assistance were modest, and had actually decreased
somewhat in recent years. They urged that the flow of resources from the
international commuJlity in support of such programmes should be increased, on both
a multilateral and bilater2l basis.

~8. Similarly, a number of delegations expressed appreciation of the important
role played by non-governmental and private organizations in designing and
implementing population and family planning programmes and projects, particularly
in developing countries, and refugee resettlement programmes in developed countries.

99. Statements were made on behalf of 16 non-governmental organizations in the
context of the debate. Altogether 153 non-governmental organizations were
represented at the Conference. (For the list of these organizations, see annex l
below. )

100. Many delegations complimented the United Nations Secretariat on the high
quality of the substantive preparations for the Conference. More generally, the
value of continuing the good and useful work of the Secretariat on the monitoring
and analysis of population trends and policies at the global and at the regional
levels was noted.

Summary of the statement by the Secretary-General of the United Nations

101. The Secretary-General of the United Nations addressed the Conference at
the 10th plenary meeting on 13 ~ugust 1984. He said that the World Population Plan
of Action adopted at Bucharest in 1974 was an ambitious plan, commensurate with the
seriousness and breadth of the population problem. The 1984 Conference provided a
much-needed opportunity to take stock of progress made to give effect to the
Bucharest Plan. He believed that significant progress had been made. Increased
resources were being devoted to population programmes, both from domestic and
international sources. Greater recognition was being given by Governments to the
importance of dealing with demographic problems within a wider context of
socio-economic developrnentJ and a notable phenomenon was the slowing down of
population growth. He pointed out, however, that the world was nowhere near a
solution to the population problern.
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102. Many speakers at the Conference had ernphasized that population policies needeè
to be consid~red as a constituent element of development policies and not as a
substitute for them. Conversely, the rate of development was directly relevant to
demographic phenomena. If development slowed or halted, as had been the case in a
number of regions in the recent past, the successful implementation of farsighted
and ambitious population policies in those regions was placed 'in jeopardy. It
would be tragic, he said, if population policies, painstakingly developed over past
years, which were beginning to yield results, were to be calIed into question
because of the pressures on national administrations to make difficult choices in
the context of current economic restraints.

103. He pointed out that the disparity in dernographic growt~ between rich and poor
countries added a geopolitical dimension to the question of world population. High
population growth rates and rapid, unregulated urban expansion would continue to
cause concern in the Latin American and Asian regions. Conversely,' the drastic
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decline in the birthrate in developed countries had resulted in extremely low or
even negative rates of population growth, one of the consequences of which was the
considerable aging of the populations, with attendant economic and social problems.

104. Proceeding, he referred more specifically to the problems generated by rapid
population growth combined with slow economic growth in the African reg ion. The
growth of food output had not kept pace with population growth in Sub-Saharan
Africa. Moreover, the technology, human skills, infrastructure and the resources
needed to reverse the trend did not appear to be within the reach of the countries
of the region. He had sought to mobilize the resources of the united Nations and
of the international community to alleviate the situation. A lasting solution
would have to include also a reduction in the rate of population growth, which was
close to or exceeded 3 per cent per year in many countries of the African region.

105. The Secretary-General added that the Conference was taking place at a time
when the world was witnessing acute political tensions and a severe escalation of
expenditures on both nuclear and conventional armaments. Such a situation was not
only dangerous in the extreme, but also a serious obstacle to development.

lOS. He said that the broad representation of Governments and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations at the Conference clearly reflected the realization
that demographic phenomena were not only of fundamental concern to each Member
State but also of common interest to the world community as a whole. It was at the
intersection of those concerns - national and international - that the united
Nations system could and was obliged to play a useful role.

107. ije reminded the Conference that ever since the establishment of the Population
Commission in 1946 as a subsidiary body of the Economic and Social Council, the
United Nations had emphasized the importance of the population question. Since the
Bucharest Conference, the organizations of the united Nations system had redoubled
their efforts to assist Member States in finding solutions to crucial population
problems and in emphasizing th~ importance of demographic factors in international
plans and strategies, including the International Development Strategy for the
Third United Nations Development Deqade.

lOS. The Secretary-General stated that the population programmes of the United
Nations Secretariat included research into and analysis of various aspects of the
population problem, including its relationship to other social and economic .
variables. The Organization also channelled technical assistance to developing
countries for the purposes of gathering, pr~cessing and analysing data, preparing
demographic studies and providing training for demographers, and promoting the
integration of population factors inta development planning. The United Nations
Fund for Population Activities, in close collaboration with various organizations
of the system, had so far provided assistance valued at ov~r $1 billion to
population programmes in the form of expertise, equipment and,material, training
and support for institution building. He considered that these activities were
directly related to the first objective of the united Nations - the preservation of
peace - and ;hat future political stability, like economic development, would
depend heavily on the way in which population policies were applied.

109. In concluding, the Secretary-General stated that the population problem was
not merely a matter of statistics. More significantly, it concerned human beings
whose well-being must be based not only on adequate living conditions but also on
respect for their inalienable human rights, including the right to decide on the
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size of their families. In the years to corne, the improvement of the status ofwomen must be an important goal in itself since it was a determinant factor indealing with population problems. It was essential to involve women on an equalbasis with men in aIl phases of the socio-economic development process, includingplanning, policy making and decision-making. This necessarily involved equalaccess by women to education, training and employment.

110. The Secretary-General expressed his hope and conviction that the results ofthe Conference would guide and inspire efforts to deal with the challenge of anexpanding population at the global level.

Surnmaries of statements by United Nations bodies and specialized agencies

Ill. The Assistant Secretary-General for Development Research and Policy Analysisof the Department of International Economic and Social Affairs of the UnitedNations Secretariat stated that the further implementation of the World PopulationPlan of Action was an urgent task r~quiring the international community to overcomedifferences and act collectively in the interests of human well-being. The reviewand appraisal of the Plan of Action undertaken by the Secretariat (E/CONF.76/4) hadrevealed sorne major achievements and also sorne shortfalls in implementing the Planof Action during the past decade. It was apparent that an objective and scientificevaluation of population trends, prospects and policies, carried out independentlyof any advocacy role, had proved effective in promoting international discussion ofpopulation issues and mobilizing international action. Such accurate and objectiveinformation was essential in order to know precisely what action would be needed.In this context he drew attention to tbe fact that the Secretariat had for almost40 years been able to deal effectively with population questions, which had attimes been controversial, without encroaching on national sovereignty or basichuman rights. On the basis of the Secretariat's findings, Governments were calledupon to make recornmendations that would help to determine the quality of the livesof members of a growing human population, setting new priorities for action at thenational, regional and global levels, and providing guidance on how best to achievethe desired goals in a cost-effective manner.

112. The Executive Director of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) focusedupon four reflections. First, the dichotomy between socio-economic development andfamily planning programmes cited at Bucharest was now widely recognized as false.Both were needed for effective population stabilization. Second, the objective ofpopulation activities could most appropriately be seen as an improvement in thewell-being of individual human beings, rather than primarily in terms ofdemographic predict~ons or national economies. Third, if infant mortality wasreduced, as it should be, in ways enabling families and individuals to take controlover their lives, the result would be a major reduction in fertility as weIl.Fourth, there was now a real prospect for a child survival and developmentrevolution through the introduction of such simple measures as growth monitoring,oral rehydration, breastfeeding v immunizations, food supplements for vulnerablemotherc and children, female education, and, of course, family planning and childspacing, which UNICEF would vigorously support in the context of maternaI and childhealth services when asked to do so by governments that had independently adopted afamily planning policy.

113. The Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) notedthat the World Population Plan of Action described itself as "an instrument of theinternational cornrnunity for the promotion of economic development, 'quality of life,
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human rights, and fundamental freedoms" - a prescription that would remain valid
for the next de cade and beyond. International strategies achieved objectives only
by ensuring that comprehensive social and economic development produced an impact
on the quality of life of the underprivileged through urgently needed structural,
social and economic reforms. Moreover, the international cause-effect
relationships between population dynamics in developing countries and the effects
of world economic dislocation and world armaments expendit.ure needed to be
understood. How effective could family planning promotion be with the small farmer
who, denied credit for technology because of the pressures of international
debt-servicing, needed more children to work the land? Acknowledging that
considerable progress had been made in developing internaI population policies, he
called upon participants in the Conferer ~e to show the necessary political
determination to deal with the broader ~nternational socio-economic issues.

114. The representative of the United Nations Environment Programme emphasized the
interrelationship of people, resources, the environment and development, and the
need to evolve and adopt integrated approaches to these questions. He drew
attention to UNEP's state-of-the-environment report of 1984 entitled "Environment
in the dialogue between and among developed and developing countries" and pointed
to the urgency of appropriate national action and greater international
co-operation for dealing with issues of population, environment and development.

115. The representative of the united Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
recalled the High Commissioner's mandate to provide international protection for
refugees and to seek durable solutions to refugee problems through voluntary
repatriation, local integration or third-country resettlement. In view of the
scale of today's refugee problem (there were more than '10 million refugees)
particularly in developing countries, its resolution has become directly related to
the economic and social development of affected countries of asylum, where often a
heavy burden is placed on the socio-economic environment. Conversely, refugee
problems have been aggravated by serious economic and social crises that
contributed to tensions resulting in massive displacements of populations including
the flight of refugees. He emphasized that solutions', to refugee problems either
through local integration or voluntary repatriation required that refugees and
returnees be allowed to move rapidly into economically productive activities and
that their basic human rights should be safeguarded. At the same time solutions
must encourage the participation of refugees in the social and economic life of the
host country and must take into account the needs of the host population.

116. The Deputy Executive Director of the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities (UNFPA) noted that, whereas in 1974 few countries and territories had
had population policies, today there were few without them. Whereas in 1974, few
countries and territories had had population programmes and projects, today there
were few without them. Whatever success UNFPA had achieved .had been primarily due
to the Government themselves, cf both developing and developedpountries. For its
part, the Fund had forged strong links between developed and developing countries
as regards population questions, wherever possible assisting each group to discover
the problems, needs and possibilities of the other and to work towards a greater
awareness and knowledge in this wide field. He pointed out that three fundamental
operating principles had guided the UNFPA's work from the beginning - neutrality,
flexibility and innovation. He added that, in accordance with the Fund's mandate
from its Governing Council, from the Economic and Social Council, and from the
General Assembly, the Fund did not advocate any specific polic.ies or prescribe any
particular course of action. These were entirely the prerogative of the countries
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,
requesting assistance, and UNFPA's support of programmes reflected their needs ~ndtheir priorities. He emphasized that aIl programmes funded by UNFPA wereundertaken in accordance with the following principles: that respect for humanlife is basic to aIl human societies; that population policies should be consistentwith internationally and nationally recognized human ri.ghts and individualfreedoms; and that all couples and individuals have the basic right to decidefreely and responsibly the number and spacing of their children and to have theinformation, education and means to do so. He hoped that the Fund would haveresources to continue its work on an increasing scale so as to contribute to theachievement ultimately of world stabilization and to the improvement in the qualityof life for aLl.,
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119. The representative of the Food and Agriculture Organization said that FAO hadbeen concerned since its foundation in 1945, with the important question of thebalance between food supply and population growth. At the present time, thisconcern was more acute than ever since, particularly in the continent of Africa,food production per. person was not keeping pace with population growth. Since

117. The Secretary-General of the 1985 World Conference to Review and Appraise theAchievements of the united Nations Decade for Women said that the 1985 WorldConference was expected to evaluate the progress achieved and the obstaclesencountered during the Decade and to adopt a programme of forward-lookingstrategies that would ensure that women could assume their rightful place insociety on an equal basis with men. She was pleased to note that the draftrecommendations for the further Implementation of the World Population Plan ofAction recognized that the improvement of the status of women was an important goalin itself in ensuring women's full participation with men in aIl aspects ofdecision-making regarding population and development issues affecting theirfamilies, communities and countries. She stressed that women should not only beregarded as agents for population policies or tools for family planning programmesbut also as beneficiaries of the type of development that responded to their needs,values and aspirations. She drew attention to sorne other United Nations activitiesclosely related to demographic issues, namely the observance of 1985 asInternational Youth Year, which aims to find appropriate measures to maximize thecontribution of youth to development; the United Nations Congress for thePrevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders which will deal, among otherthings, with the impact of urbanization and migration on community structures andsocial control) the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons (1983-1992) whichfocuses on a vulnerable population group; and the International Plan of Action onAging which stresses the need to deal with the impact of the aging population ondevelopment.
~

118. The representative of the Internatic.lnal Labour Organisation said that theILO's concerns with employment, human resources, women workers, migrant workers andchild labour were closely intertwined with population issues. In particular,effective population PQlicies were critical in achieving employment goals. ILO'sactivities central to population matters included the following: integratingdemographic elements into human resources and broader development planning;creation of training and employrnent opportunities for women on equal terms with menand measuring the economic value of women's worki measuring and analysingrural-urban and other types of internaI migration as an aid ta policy formulation,protection of expatriate migrant workers and their families as weIl as of othermigrant categories through international instruments, research and operationalactivities; and the Integration of family welfare activities in the work-setting.
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there were indications that the rate of population gro'lth in Africa might
accelerate, the gap between production' and demand might weIl widen further in the
coming years. In this context, the findings of the recently completed study "Land
resources for populations of the future", carr1ed out by FAO with the assistance of
UNFPA in 117 developing countries, indicated that sustained and vigorous efforts to
improve food productivity would be required if populations were to be adequately
fed. Moreover, the potentially explosive phenomenon of urbanization created
pLoblems of food production and changes in food habits and needs. Such imbalances
between population and food supply endangered food security in aIl its aspects, not
least with regard to the poorest sectors of society. It was no longer possible to
ignore the basic lesson that for many countries the optimum solution was to
restrain population growth while simultaneously increasing agriculture
productivity. FAO would continue to work closely with UNFPA in this fundamental
sector. It was not, of course, for FAO to say how a decline in population growth
rates should be achieved, but FAO could not refrain from proclaiming that the
decline was necessary nor from responding appropriately to requests from countries
for support in achieving it.

120. The Director-General of the World Health Organization said that when one spoke
of population, people appeared as mere statistics. But it was people who mattered;
people who can make or break their own development. To achieve that development
they needed healthy bodies, minds and attitudes. Sorne 1,000 million people were
still trapped in poverty and underdevelopment. It was hardly surprising that
people in developing countries should wish to act now. In 1977 WHO's Member States
declared as the main social goal for the coming decades the attoinment by the
year 2000 of a level of health permitting aIl to lead socially and economically
productive lives. They decided that primary health care was the key to attain that
goal,'adopted a strategy and were currently active in carrying it out. An
essential feature of the strategy was care of families with particular emphasis on
maternaI and child health, including family planning, and the status of women.
Family planning could lead to striking improvements in the health of mothers and
children and indeed of the whole family. Attainment of health for aIl required
that 'Government, bilateral agencies, the United Nations system and non-governmental
organizations should join forces in co-operation efforts in line with well-defined
national policies which placed health and well-being of people at the highest point
of the development ladder.

121. The President of the World Bank said that in many developing countries
development ~ould be postponed indefinitely unless slower popular growth can be
achieved soon, even before higher real incomes brought down fertility
spontaneously. He added that one couId not' and must not'bequeath to future
generations a world in which the most ..spectacular growth was that in the numbers of
people living in absolute poverty. There had to be a continuing effort to contain
population growth if pervasive poverty was to be eased and, development
accelerated. The World Bank would join in this endeavour in ,~hree ways. In its
economic dialogue with its member countries, the Bank would give increasing
attention to the consequences of rapid population growth. In its lending, the Bank
wouId support those aspects of development, especially improvement in the status of
women, health and nutrition, which most influenced fertility rates. In its lending
for the extension and improvement. of family planning and health and nutrition
services, the Bank planned to at least double its lending over the next few years.
Bince 1970, the Bank had cornrnitted about $500 million for population projects and
over $100 million for health projects, many of which included family planning. The
Bank's major focus in future would be on Africa and Asia, where population and
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related health problems were the most dramatic. Over the coming five years, theBank would finance more than 20 projects for population and health in Sub-SaharanAfrica. It would also considër supporting international efforts in contraceptiveresearch to make simple and safe techniques available. Currently, externalassistance for population activities amounted to about $500 million annually. TheBank's World Development Report 1984 had concluded that such assistance couldusefully triple, or even quadruple, between now and the end of the century. Thisstill would represent only a small fraction of official development aide Donor anddeveloping countries were encouraged to make the minimal adjustments te theirbudgets which would be needed to make reliable and safe family planning servicesavailable to most people in the developing world.
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Chapter V

REPORTS OF THE SESSIONAL BODIES AND ACTION BY THE PLENARY

A. Report of the Main Committee

122. At its first plenary meeting, on 6 August 1984, the Conference established,
under rule 45 of the rules of procedure, the Main Committee and allocated to it
item 5. At the same meeting, the Conference elected by acclamation
Dr. Frederick Sai (Ghana) as Presiding Officer of the Main Committee.

123. At its first meeting on 6 August, the Committee elected the following officers:

Deputy Presiding Officers: Mr. Luis King (Ecuador), Mr. Léon Tabah (France)
and Mr. Jozef Pajestka (Poland).

Rapporteur: Miss Mercedes B. Concepcion (Philippines).

124. The Committee had before it the following documents:

(a) Recommendations for the further implementation of the World Population
Plan of Action: note by the Secretariat (E/CONF.76/5 and Corr.l (Chinese
only»;

(b) Recommendations of the regional commissions for the further
implementation of the World Population Plan of-Action at the regional
level: report of the Secretary-General (E/CONF.76/6 and Corr.l (Chinese,
English, French, Russian and Spanish only».

125. The Committee decided to concentrate its work on the formulation of the
recommendations for the further implementation of the Work Population Plan of
Action, taking as the basis of its work the text prepared by the Preparatory
Committee contained in document E/CONF.76/5.

126. The Committee considered document E/CONF.76/5 and amendments thereto
(E/CONF.76/MC/L.6, 7, 8, 9, la, Il,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19,20,21,25,26,
27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 35, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49,
50, 51, 52, 53, 58, 59, 60, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72 and 73) proposed by a number of
de1egations in the course of its 14 meetings held from 6 to 13 August 1984.

127. At its l4th meeting he Id on 13 August 1984, the Committee adopted by 51 votes
to 1, with no abstentions, the text of the recommendations for the further
imp1ementation of the World Population Plan of Action, contained in document
E/CONF.76/L.3, annex, and submitted it for adoption to the Conference.

128. The following delegations formulated reservations: the United States of
America to paragraph Il of the preamble, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America to
recommendation 3; Sweden to recommendation 18 (e); the United States of America to
recommendat.Lcn 36; and India and Mexico to recommendation 88.
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Abstaining: Antigua and Barbuda, Austria, Bahamas, Barbados, Belgium, Burma,
Bhutan, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chile, Guatemala,
Guyana, Holy See, Honduras, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Lesotho,
Liberia, Malawi, Nepal, Paraguay, Peru, Republic of Korea, Saint
Lucia, Sierra Leone, Suriname, Swaziland, Switzerland, Thailand,
Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, Uruguay, zaire.

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Banglaàesh, Benin,
Brazil, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada,
China, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia,
Democratie Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland,
France, Gabon, German Democratie Republic, Germany, Federal
Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran,
Islamic Republic of, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Malta, Mauritania,
Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Sweden, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, united Republic of
Tanzania, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia,
Zimbabwe.

Against: Israel, United States of America.

134. There being 78 votes in favour, 2 against, and 36 abstentions, the Conference
decided that it had competence to deal with recommendation 36.

Action in plenary

135. The representative of the United States reiterated his proposaI that the
second sentence of recommendation 36 should be deleted, on the grounds that the
sentence purported to be a unilateral interpretation of ar~icle 49 of the Geneva
Convention of 1949 relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War,
and out of place in the context of the recommendations.

133. The President put the motion to the vote. A vote by roll-call having been
requested, the result of the vote was as follows:

130. The representative of the United States of America proposed that the second
sentence of recommendation 36 should be deleted.

132. The representative of the united States of America, speaking under rule 30 of
the rules of procedure, moved that the Conference should decide on its competence
to deal with recommendation 36.

131. In reply to a question by the representative of Kuwait, the Legal Officer
stated that the recommendations submitted by the Main Committee were in the nature
of draft texts and hence open to amendment.

129. The report of the Main Committee (E/CONF.76/L.3) , which was introduced by its
Presiding Officer, was considered by the Conference at the l2th plenary meeting on
14 August 1984.
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136. The representative of Pakistan, speaking under rule 25 of the rules of
procedure, moved the closure of the debate and, under rule 39, moved that
recommendation 36 should form the subject of a separate vote.

137. The motion for the closure of debate was accepted by the Conference.

138. The President then invit~d the Conference to vote on the amendment proposed by
the delegation of the United states of America, involving the deletion of the
second sentence of recommendation 36.

139. The amendment was rejected by 77 votes te 2, with 34 abst~ntions.

140. The President invited the Conference to take a decision on recommendation 36
as a whole.

141. The representative of Israel, in a statement in explanation of his
delegation's vote before the vote" said that his delegation had come to the
Conference with an open mind and an open heart in an attempt to understand the
critical issues on the agenda and with the desire to reach an understanding and a
consensus.

142. Israel, though a small country and besieged by economic and survival issues
since its establishment, had contributed towards the solution of the refugee
problem after the Second World War, opened its'gates not only te the refugees of
the holocaust but also to hundreds of thousands of refugees frem Arab countries,
and provided them with housing, schooling and medical care. It was on1y
regrettable that Israel's Arab neighbours had not treated the refugees in their
countries in a simi1ar manner.

143. The World Population Plan of Action recommended that population distribution
POlicies should be integrated with economic and social policies. These policies
cou~d be promoted only in a climate of peace and co-operation and not in a
situation where countries - Members of the United Nations - rejected the right of
existence and independence of another country.

144. His delegation had been determined not only to contribute to the consideration
of the critical issues debated but also to keep divisive political issues outside
the debating room. Unfortunately, POlitical considerations completely divorced"
from the subject of the Conference were the ulterior motive for introducing
recommendation 34, and especially its last sentence, into the Preparatory

~ Committee's texte

145. As he had explained in the Main Committee, Israel was acting in accordance
with the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of C~vilian Persons in Tilne
of War (1949), but saw no reason why a certain article was tO"be given prominence
over the other articles of the Convention. Nevertheless, for the sake of
consensus, his delegation had been prepared to accept the wording. However, the
formula suggested for the latter part of the original recommendation 34, now
recommendation 36, was an attempt to interpret article 49 of the Geneva Convention
and to attribute, or rather add, to the provision a meaning that did not appear in
the original article 49. What thé Conference was witnessing was a new, rather
revo tut; Iona ry way of introducing a new system of international' legislation and
codification. A Conference whose declared purpose was to deql with pro~lems of
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population was taking upon itself the responsibility to decide what action waslegal and what was illegal - a most dangerous precedent for aIl concerned with asafer world.

146. Any doubt as to who was the object of recommenâation 36 had been dispelled bythe amendment (E/CONF.76/MC/L.60) submitted on 8 August 1984 by a number of ArabStates. No doubt the existing political differences between Israel and its Arabneighbours had to be discussed and debated, but the Conference was not the forumfor such a discussion. The right venue was the negotiating table, and only afterthe Arab Governments had recognized the right of Israel ta exist and were willingto negotiate peace with Israel would this become a reality. The politicization ofthe Conference conflicted with the interests of aIl concerned with the problemsunder consideration.

147. In conclusion, the representative of Israel said that recommendation 36 wouldnot contribute one iota to the betterment of the quality of life or well-being ofany family. The recommendation was merely an exercise in futile rhetoricintitiated by those who wanted the existing conflict to be perpetuated. In thelight of the considerations he had outlined, the delegation of Israel was unable tosupport recommendation 36.

148. The Conference proceeded to vote on recommendaticn 36, on which a roll-calIvote was requested.

The result of the vote was as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh,
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, ByelorussianSoviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo,Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratie Yemen,Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, GermanDemocratie Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece,
Hung~ry, India, Indonesia, Iran, Islamic Republic of, Iraq,
Ireland, Italy, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Lesotho,
lJfadagascar, Malaysia, Maldives" Malta, Maur: itania, Mexico,Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger,Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan,Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United ArabEmirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irelana,united Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen,Yugoslavia, zambia, Zimbabwe.

Against: Israel, United States of America.

Abstaining: Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Botswana, Burkina Faso,Burma, Cameroon, Guatemala, Guyana, Holy See, Honduras, IvoryCoast, Jamaica, Japan, Liberia, Malawi, Paraguay, Republic ofKorea, Saint Lucia, Suriname, Switzerland, Thailand, Tonga,Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, Zaire.

149. There being 87 votes in favour, 2 against, and 26 abstentions,recommendation 36 was 'adopted.
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150. Staté~nents in explanation of vote were made, after the vote, by the
representatives of Japan, Switzerland, Chile, Netherlands, Jamaica, Denmark,
Uruguay, Sri Lanka, Barbados, Republic of Korea, Guatemala, Antigua and Barbuda,
Federal Republic of Germany, Saint Lucia, Ireland, Cameroon, Paraguay, Greece,
united Kingdom, Honduras, Liberia, Italy and Suriname.

151. The representative of Japan stated that his delegation had abstained in the
vote on recommendation 36. His delegation had no difficulty in accepting the
substance of the recommendation; however it was not convinced that an element which
provoked and had provoked a political controversy should be introduced into the
discussion in the forum of the Conference. The delegation of Japan considered that
the Conference should preferanly have concentrated its attention on the subject of
population.

152. The representat.ive of Chile stated that his delegation had voted in favour of
recommendation 36 because it understood the recommendation as being of a general
character and not di~ected against any specific country. The Chilean delegation
rejected the interested interpretations that had been given of the recommendation.
It consiàered that in a specialized conference that was always aiming at consensus,
even on very delicate subjects, it was inappropriate to introduce political issues,
let alone references to individual cases.

153. The representative of Uruguay stated that his delegation had abstained in the
vote on recommendation 36 not because it objected to the recommendation but
because, in conformity with Uruguay's traditional position, it considered that it
raised political - not strictly technical - issues. In the opinion of his
delegntion the Conference was not the right forum for 'dealing with matters
extraneous to population problems.

154. The representative of the Republic of Korea stated that his delegation had
abstained in the vote on recommendation 36 because it considered that aIl the
recommendations of the Conference should be adopted not by a vote but by consensus.

~5. The representative of Switzerland made a statement to the same effect.

156. The representative of Guatemala stated that his delegation had abstained in
the vote because Guatemala was engaged in a democratic process and would not wish
to spoil that process by being a party to divisive issues, above aIl at a time when
efforts were being made to ensure peace in the Central American region. In
addition, his delegati.on was under instructions to deal with technical rnatters and
not to become involved in PQlitical issues•.

157. The representative of Antigua and Barbuda stated that his delegation had
abstained in the vote on recommendation 36 because it considered that the
Conference should confine itself to technical issues and sHould not deal with
extraneous issues of an explosive political nature. His delegation urged that
politics should not be introduced into a forum like the Conference in the future.
It considered that the Ministers of Foreign Affairs could deal ably with such
issues in another forum.

158. The representative of the Federal Republic of Germany stated that his
delegation supported the entire report of the Main Committee, including aIl the
recommendations. Bearing in mind the discussions which had taken place in the
Preparatory Committee, his delegation considered it appropriate that the final
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text, as a whole, should be adopted by consensus, in order to promote the furlherirnplementation of the World Population Plan of Action. His de~egation was happythat in the course of the discussions at the Conference it had been possible tocome to an agreement on a number of potentially divisive issues. However, itregretted that attempts to find a compromise on one issue - that covered byrecommendation 36 - had not resulted in a consensus in which aIl delegations couldshare. His delegation had been able to support the text, as it accorded with theposi.tion it had taken together with other countries members of the EuropeanCommunity in the General Assembly of the United Nations. In general, hisdelegation felt that in a Conference dealing with the important problem of worldpopulation it would be better if political issues of a divisive and extraneouscharacter could be avoided. The problems under discussion required the attentionof the entire international community. The Conference's decisions should thereforereflect a spirit of universal co-operation, commanding the agreement of aIl nations.
159. The representatives of Ireland and Italy associated themselves with thestatement by the representative of the Federal Republic of Germany.

160. The representative of Cameroon stated that his delegation had abstained in thevote on recommendation 36 not because it wished to minimize the problem involved,or, even less, to ignore the relevance of the recommendation, but for reasons ofform, procedure and competence. As regards form, the recommendation straddledproblems of internaI and international migration, and hence its placing in thecontext of the whole set of recommendations ought to be reviewed. Secondly, hisdelegation considered that recornmendation 36 ought to have been approved byconsensus. Thirdly, his delegation had not received instructions to discuss theproblem involved in the course of the Conference, which in its opinion wasconcerned with technical matters.

161. The representative of Liberia stated that his delegation had cast a negativevote in the Main Committee on the question whether the Conference was competent todebate recornmendation 34 as proposed by the Preparatory Cornmittee (nowrecommendation 36) because the trend of the discussion had deviated entirely fromdemographic matters and development strategies to highly complex political issuesfor which his delegation had no competence. For the same reasons his delegationhad abstained in the vote on recommendation 36.

162. The President invited the Conference to take a decision on the recommendationsproposed by the Main Cornmittee, as a whole.

163. The recornmendations were adopted by consensus and by acclamation. (For thetext as adopted, see chapter l above.)

164. After the adoption of the recommendations, statements were made by therepresentatives of the United States of America, the Holy See'and Sweden.

'.165. The representative of the United States said that the Conference should be theoccasion for a constructive r practical reaffirmation of the shared commitment topeaceful co-operation. To a large extent, this expectation had been fulfilled, anda large degree of consensus had emerged. There was agreement on such importantpopulation matters as the necessity for viewing family programmes within adevelopment framework and the unacceptability of government'coercion in any form inconnection with population programmes. He welcomed the Conference's affirmationthat abortion was not to be considered or promoted as an acceptable element ofpopulation control progra~~es.
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166. Commenting on that part cf recommendation 3 whch called for an increase of
earnings from exports of commodities, he hoped that, under market conditions,
returns to exporters would be enhanced. He questioned, however, the idea that
countries should join in co-operative efforts to maintain priees at artificial
levels. In his Government's view, the reduction of barriers to trade remained the
best way to increase income. with reference to the calI for increased
international lending and official capital flows, he noted that the problem had
both governmental and private dimensions. Governments could not be bound to a
particular form or quantity of official assistance. Nor could Governments dictate
the policies of private lending institutions. What aIl delegations could do was to
promote, in their respective countries, conditions that would invite lending and
create incentives for domestic and foreign investment in the form of loans and
equity capital.

167. He noted that the recommendations contained numerous references to
international conventions or agreements. Sorne of these commanded universal
support, others did note Yet the attempt was made to imply that the entire
international community supported aIl these instruments, sorne of which were quite
controversial. The United States reserved its position with respect to aIl the
international agreements mentioned, in keeping with its acceptance or
non-acceptance of them. In particular, he referred to the Charter on Economie
Rights and Duties of States, and the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights.

168. Proceeding, the united States representative said that international efforts
in support of population programmes had been among the most successful examples of
international co-operation. In the developing countries in the last 30 years,
total fertility rates had fallen on average more than halfway toward a goal of
population stabilitYJ related social indicators had improved, human life expectancy
had dramatically increased, calorie intake per capita had improved, 1iteracy rates
had significantly increased, disease had diminished and hea1th care improved.
Per capita income had grown substantially. The absolute numbers of people had
nevertheless increased, and their need was still very great. Sorne nations had not
shared equally in these improvements and much remained to be done. The World
Population Plan of Action had provided a solid foundation for co-operative
contributions to this enormous human progresse The Conference had further
strengthened and adapted that foundation - a heartening achievement.
Unfortunately, these significant achievements had been overshadowed by successful
efforts on the part of a number of countries. to introduce extraneous and divisive
po1itical issues into the de1iberations. Those efforts ~ere prejudicial to the
entire system of peaceful, non-politicèl international co-operation.

169. The United States representative said that the founders of the United Nations,
with the experience of the Second World War still fresh in thelr minds, had
understood the tragically destructive potential of the dissensions and divisions
persisting among the peoples and nations. In structuring the United Nations
system, they had sought to shelter international effort8 to promote progress from
political contention. They had established a number of organizations and agencies
from which political contention would be banished. In that way they had displayed
an understanding not only of the care needed ta preserve the fr.agile structures of
co-operation, but of the contribution such co-operation could make to the
foundations of peace. Those who truly understood the meaning'of the Ideal of the
United Nations knew that, above aIl, its purpose was to preserve the hope for peace.
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170. Those who sought to politicize the non-political fora of internationalco-operation were the enemies of this hope. Because it was hope that theycherished, even as they cherished the truth of human dignity and freedom, theGovernment and people of the United States were committed to resist the destructionof this hope. Because of this commitment, the united states opposedrecornmendations 5 and 34 contained in the text (E/CONF.76/5) submitted to theConference by the Preparatory Committee. The sponsors of both theserecommendations had violated the principles of the founders of the United Nations.They had refused to respect the distinction between fora suitable for thediscussion of divisive political issues, and those, such as the Conference, wheresuch discussion was not suitable. Those who sought most strenuously to divert theefforts of the Conference to an inappropriate discussion of disarmament had refusedto sit down in good faith at the negoti~ting table to achieve real reductions inarms through verifiable arms reduction agreements. The peoples of the world,particularly those in developing countries, were unlikely to benefit if efforts topromote development, social progress and the alleviation of human suffering wereheld hostage to the divisive passions of an intransigent minority.

171. The united States delegation accordingly strongly protested against the shadowof divisiveness and confrontation that the actions of sorne nations had cast overthe work of the Conference and over similar efforts throughout the United Nationssystem. It appealed to aIl nations represented, and to aIl people everywhere,committed to the original ideals of the united Nations to join the united Statesefforts to avert the eclipse of co-operation and hope which the cynicalmanipulation of sorne, and the misguided passions of others, were threatening tobring upon aIl.

172. The representative of the Holy See stated that his delegation believed that ithad benefited from its participation in the Conference and hoped that it had made acontribution to the work of the Conference. None the less, the Roly see regrettedthat it could not pe r t Ic Ipace in the consensus on the recornmendations produced bythe Conference. The discussions had produced an improvement of the WorldPopulation Plan of Action. The recommendations contained sorne valuable proposaIswith regard to development, the important role of the family, migration and aging.In the light of its understanding of the nature of the human person, the sacrednessof life, marriage and sexuality, the Holy See could not, however, agree with orgive approval to those sections that asserted for individuals, including unmarriedadolescents, the prerogatives that belonged to marrieà couples in regard to sexualintimacy and parenthood. Secondly, the recommendations endorsed and encouragedmethods of family planning that the Catholic Church considered morallyunacceptable. In fidelity to its own resPQnsibilities, the Holy Bee could notendorse proposaIs that were contradictory to its belief and teaching.

173. The Holy See participated in the many activities of th UA:ited Nations in thehope of eliciting an ethical consensus on many of the issues before the UnitedNations bodies - a consensus arising from a universal concern for the dignity andrights of the human person, men and women, and many other human and societalvalues. At the same time, the Holy See must preserve coherence and consistency inits moral commitment and teaching.

174. Whereas Members of the United Nations often conditioned their approval ofunited Nations resolutions and declarations on the right of national sovereignty,such a conditional approval was not possible for the Holy See.
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175. While agreeing with many of the poad t ive conclusions reached, the Holy Bee
regretted that it was unable to associate itse~f with the consensus.

176. The representative of Sweden stated that the Swedish delegation welcamed the
adoption of the recomroendations and was especial1y satisfied with the emphasis on
the situation of women and on their raIe in deve1opment.

177. While fully aS60ciating her delegation with the adoption of the
recammendations, the representative of Sweden wished to place on record its view
that the recommendations in one important respect did not meet its expectations.
Little consideration had been given during the Conference to the very serious
problem of illegal abortions. Her delegation regretted that an amendment to delete
the ward "illegal" qualifying abortions had been adopted in recommendation 13(e).
Reports showed that induced abortion was one of the most common methods of birth
control in the world. Abortions were carried out in I~actically aIl ~ocieties, and
high abortion rates existed both in developing and in industrialized countries.
Abortions took place more or less irrespective of socio-economic conditions,
medical facilities, official religion and - as a matter of fact ~ also of national
abortion legislation. Abortion was often more widespread in countries where
abortion and contraception were r.estricted than in countries where abortion was
legal and contraceptives were freely available. Millions of women were seriously
hurt - many even died - every year as a result of illegal abortions under unsafe
medical conditions. The Conference had chosen not to recognize the plight of aIl
these women and had thereby postponed an effective solution to this pressing
problem. prevention of unwanted pregnanc ies must always be a pr imary goal.
Throug~ family planning, it was possible to create a first line of defence against
abartions. Hundreds of millions still, however, lacked access to safe forms of
contraception. This was why illegal abortions in many countries constituted such a
serious health hazard. In her opinion, aIl women should have access to legal and
safe abartions.

178. In a note addressed to the President and del iver'ed after the meeting, the
representative of Baudi Arabia stated that, having been unable to attend aIl of the
final meeting at which the recommendations and the final report of the Conference
were adopted, the delegation of Baudi Arabia, while associating itself with the
reconunendations adopted by the Conference, wished to recor d that had it been
present, it would have reserved its position with respect to paragraphs 14, 15
and 16 and recommendations 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 of the text proposed by the Main
Committee.

179. At the 12th (closing) plenary meeting on 14 August 1984, the draft text of a
"Mexico City Declaration on Population and neveLopment " (E/CONF.76/L.4) was
submitted by the following states represented on the General Committee~ Austr ia,
Bangladesh, Brazil, &llgaria, Burundi, Carneroon, China, Cuba, France, Ghana,
Hungary, India, Iraq, Ita1y, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, pakistan, Peru,
Senegal, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, TUnisia, Union ùf Soviet Socialist
Republics, united Republic of Tanzania, and Zambia.

180. The representative of Bangladesh proposed that the COnference should adopt the
draf t Declara tion by acclamation. The proposaI was seconded by the repre sentative
of the Netherlands, as vice-President for co-ordination, and by the representatives
of Brazil, India and senegal and supported by the representatives of Hungary (on
behalf of the socia1ist countries of Eastern Europe), Sweden (on behalf of the
western European and other countries), Bulgaria (on behalf of a number of socialist
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countries); Zambia (on behalf of the African countries) and Paraguay (on behalf ofthe Latin American countries). The draft Declaration was adopted byacclamation.(For the text of the Declaration as adopted see chapter l above.)

181. The representative of the Holy See stated that although he did not agreeentirely with the contents of the Declaration he had not wished to stand in the wayof its adoption by acclamation.

182. The representatives of Bulgaria, speaking on behalf of the delegations ofAfghanistan, Angola, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Bulgaria, Cuba,Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Republic, Hungary, viet Nam, Poland, Romania,the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republicstated that these delegations attached greal importance to the Conference as abroad international forum for the consideration of important problems whosesolution would promote the achievement of further progress in raising standards ofliving and towards a more just and rational process of world development. Theyconsidered, on the basis of the position of fundamental importance reflected alsoin the documents of the Conference that the determinants of demographic trends weresocio-economic changes. Such changes were necessary for the purpose of freeing,
Many developing countries from the social consequences of their colonial past andeliminating any remaining dependence on imperialist monopolies pursuing aneo-colonialist policy. The economic crisis of the capitalist economy, which Mostseverely affected the developing countries, their enormous foreign debt, unequalterms of trade, rising interest rates and ether political and economic actionstaken by certain developed capitalist countries, were causing a deterioration inliving conditions in the developing countries.

183. These delegations considered that national and international policies ensuringfairness and harmony in the global process of development constituted the mainrequirement for a positive change towards demographic trends that would promotewell-balanced socio-economic development on both the global and the nationallevels. There was an important relationship, therefore, between the establishmentof a New International Economie Order and population development.

184. In the opinion of these delegations, the prevention of nuclear war and theadoption of concrete measures for arms reduction and disarmament were anindispensable condition for the successful solution of the problems of developmentand population everywhere, including the developing countries. This idea wasreflected in the Conference's recommendations concerning the fulfilment of theWorld Population Plan of Action. These delegations shared the deep concern felt bythe vast majority of nations about the arms race pursued by aggressive forces,which diverted enormous material and intellectural resources to non-productivepurposes, while much of the world's population suffered hunget and disease andremained deprived of basic education and medical care.

185. As the experience of the socialist countries showed, a decisive role in theacceleration of socio-economic development and the consolidation of economicindependence was played by the State sector and planned economic management.

186. The solution of population problems would be facilitated by implementingdemographic policy within the framework of a socio-economic policy specificallyaimed at improving living and working conditions for aIl sections o~ thepopulation. The shaping and implementation of demographic policy was the sovereignright of every State, acting independently, without any external pressure, through
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measures taking account of specifie conditions, recelvlng broad public support,
observing humane princip1es and maintaining respect for fundamenta1 human rights
and human dignity. The nature and form of aid in carrying out population po1icies
must be determined sole1y by the states interested in such aid and must not be tied
to their acceptance of any prior conditions.

187. These de1eg,ations supported the progressive provlslons of the Wor1d population
Plan of Action and the recommendations and Declaration of the Conference, whose
imp1ementation cou1d be ensured on1y if the wor1d's peop1es 1ived in peace and
securitYi they expre~sed confidence that the resu1ts of the Conference woulj bring
about broader international co-operation.

B. Report of the Credentia1s Committee

188. At its first plenary meeting, on 6 August 1.984, the Conference in accordance
with rule 4 of its rules of procedure (E/CONF.76/2) appointed a Credentials
Cornmittee composed of the fol1owing States: China, Colombia, Indonesia, Jamaica,
Mali, Portugal, Uganda, Union of Soviet Socia1ist Republics and the United States
of America.

189. The Credentia1s Cornrnittee he1d two meeting~, the first on Thursday, 9 August,
and the second on Friday, 10 August 1984.

190. At the first meeting on 9 August 1984, H.E. Mr. Sam Odaka (Uganda) was
unanimously elected Presiding Officer.

191. At its second meeting on 10 August 1984 the Committee had before it a
memorandum by the Secretary-General of the International Conference on Population
dated 9 August 1984 on the status of credentia1s of representatives of participants
attending the Conference (E/CONF.76/CC/WP.1*). Additional information on
credentials received by the Secretary-Genera1 of the 'Conference after the issuance
of the memorandum was provided to the Committee by the Secretary of the Committee.
On thebasis of the information made avai1ab1e to it the Cornrnittee noted that as at
10 August 1984:

(a) Forma1 credentia1s issued b~ the Head of state or Government or by the
Minister for Foreign Affairs, as provlded for in rule 3 of the ru1es of procedure
of the Conference, have been submitted for the represent~tives of the fo110wing
100 States participating in the Conference: Afghanistan, A1bani.a, Algeria, Angola,
Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Bhutan, Bolivia,
Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burma, Burundi, Bye10russian Soviet Socia1ist Republic,
Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chile, China, Comoros,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, caechoajovakLe , Democratie Kampuchea', Democratie Yemen,
Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia,
German Democratie Republie, Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Guatemala,
Guinea, Haiti, Ho1y See, Honduras, Hungary, Iraq, Ire1and, Israel, Jamaica, Japan,
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives,
Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepa1, Netherlands, New Zea1and, Nicaragua,
Panama, Peru, Po1and, Portugal, Repub1ic of Korea, Rwanda, Sain,t Vincent and the
Grenadines, Samoa: Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, Soma1ia,
Spain, Swaziland, Sweden, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia; Turkey, uganda,
Ukrainian Soviet Socia1ist Repub1ic, Union of Soviet Socia1ist Repub1ics, united
Arab Emirates, United Repub1ic of Tanzania, united States, Venezuela, Viet Nam,
Yugos1avia, Zaire, Zarnbia~
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(b) Credentials for the representatives of the following Il States issued by
their respective Head of state or Government or Minister for Foreign Affairs have
been communicated to the Secretary-General of the Conference in the form of a note
verbale or a cable: Argentina f Democratie People's Republic of Korea, Dominica,
Grenada, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Indonesia, Niger, Norway, Romania, Senegal;

(c) The designation of the representatives of the following 16 States has
been communicated to the Secretary-General of the Conference by means of a cable,
letter, or a note verbale from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs or other Ministry
concerned: Antigua and Barbuda, Belize, Benin, Chad, Colombia, Congo, Ivory Coast,
Mali, Malta, Mauritania, papua New Guinea, Paraguay, St. Lucia, Thailand, Yemen,
Zimbabwe;

(d) The designation of the representatives of the following 19 States has
been communicated to the Secretary-General of the Conference by means of a letter,
note verbale or cable from their respective permanent representative to the United
Nations or permanent missions in New York or their embassies in Mexico: Brazil,
Bulgaria, Dominican Republie, Ghana, India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Italy,
Lebanon, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Saint Christopher and Nevis, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Suriname, Switzerland, Togo, united Kingdom, uruguay;

(e) In respect of Namibia, represented by the United Nations Council for
Namibia, the designation of its representative was communicated to the
Secretary-General of the Conference by a letter from the President of the United
Nations Council for Namibia.

192. Documents E/CONF.76/7, 8, lp, ll/Rev.l, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 relevant to the
work of the Credentials Committee, addressed to the President of the Conference by
a number of delegations were circulated to members of the Committee.

193. At the second meeting of the Committee, statements regarding credentials of
representatives ta the International Conference on Population were made by the
representatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, China, United States
and Indonesia.

194. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics stated that the
position of the delegations of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Bulgaria, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, the German Democratie Republic, Hungary, Nicaragua,
Poland, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic and viet Nam with regard to the question of participation in the
Conference of the representatives of so-called Democratie Kampuchea had already
been spelled out in detail in a communication circulated as a document of the
Conference (E/CONF.76/1l/Rev.l). He stated that those countries wished to stress
onee again that the People's Republic of Kampuchea was the sole Kampuchean State
and that it should take its legitimate seat in the United Nations.

195. The representative of China objected to the statement of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and stated that in the view of the Chinese delegation the
credentials of Democratie Kampuchea were valide Democratie Ké,,,,puchea was a Member
of the United Nations and the sole legal Government of Kampuchea was the Government
of Democratie Kampuchea. That had been confirmed repeatedly by the General
Assembly of the United Nations, and the International Conference on Population, as
a United Nations Conf~rence, should adhere to the relevant United Nations
resolutions. The so-called "People's Republic of Kampuchea" is a puppet régime and
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it has no qualifications whatsoever ta represent the Kampuchean people. (The
position of China is reflected in a communication addressed to the President of the
Conference and circulated as a document of the conference (E/CONF.76/8).)

196. The representative of the united states of America stated that the position of
his delegation regarding Kampuchea was well known. The united states delegation
continued ta support the credentials of the representatives of Democratic Kampuchea
on technical grounds. In the absence of a super ior claimant the credentials of the
representatives of Democratic Kampuchea which had been accepted repeatedly by the
General Assembly sbould be accepted also by the conference. He added that the
Beng sa~in régime, having been installed by outside military force, did not have a
superioc claim, and the United States delegation th~refore considered the challenge
to the credentials of Demor~atic Kampuchea's representatives to be baseless.

197. The representative of Indonesia stated that his delegation ~nd the delegations
of other ASEAN mernber countries attending the COnference reiterated their full
recognition of the Government of Democratic Kampuchea as the sole and legitimate
Governrnent of that country. The credentials of the representatives of Democratic
Kampuchea were fully in accord with the rules of procedure of the Conference and
their validity was beyond question. (The position of the ASEAN member countries
attending the International Conference on population is fully reflected in a
communication addressed by their delegations to.the President of the Conference and
circulated as a document of the Conference (E/CONF. 76/13).)

198. The Presiding Officer then propased that, taking into account the statements
made by members of the Committee which would be reflect~d in the committee's
report, the Cornmittee adopt the following draft resolution;

.~

"The Credentials Committee,

"Having examined the credentials of repre sentat Ive s to the International
COnference on Population,

"Taking into account the various statements made by delegations during
the debate,

".Accepts the credentials of representatives submitted in accordance with
rule 3 of the rules of procedure of the COnference,

"Accepts as provisional credentials the other communications received and
reported ta the Committee on the understanding that credentials in due form as
required under ru le 3 of the ru les of procedure would be promptly submitted to
the Secretary-General of the Conference by the authorities concerned,

"

"Recommends to the Conference that it approve the report of the
Credentials Committee."

The resolution was adopted by the Committee without a vote.

199. Subsequently, the Presiding Officer propased that the Committee recommend ta
the Confereooe the adoption of a draft resolution (see below). The proposa! was
approved unanimously by the Cornmittee.
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200. The Credentials Committee recommended to the Conference the adoption of the
following draft resolution:

"Credentials of representatives to the International Conference on
Population"

"The International Conferen2,!= on Population,

"Having examined the report of the Credentials Committee,

"Approves the report of the Credentials Committee."

201. The report of the Credentials Committee (E/CONF.76/l7) was considered by thl~

Conference at its 10th plenary meeting on 13 August 1984.

202. The representative of Cuba, commenting on the Committee's report in so far as
it related to the credentials of the self-styled representative of Grenada, stated
that in the opinion of the Government of Cuba a delegation of Grenada to a
United Nations gathering could only be accredited after the application of the
provisions of paragraphs 4 and 5 of General Assembly resolution 38/7 of
3 November 1983. Those paragraphs called for the immediate cessation of armed
inter~entioh in Gtenada and for the immediate withdrawal of~roops from Grenada,
and for the organization of free and democratic elections in Grenada. The Cuban
delegation challenged the validity of the credentials of the representative of
Grenada, for they emanated from a government that was not lawfully constituted and
that was subject to occupying forces.

203. The representative of Democratie Yemen, speaking on behalf of the delegations
cf Arab States, expressed a reservation concerning.the credentials submitted by
Israel.

204. The Conference took note of the report of the Credentials Committee and
adopted the draft resolution proposed by the Committee. (For the text as adopted.
see Chapter 1 above.)
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Chapter VI

ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

A. Date and place of the Conference

205. The International Conference on Population was held at Mexico City from

6 to 14 August 1984 in conformity with General Assembly resolution 38/148 of

19 December 1983. During that period the Conference held 12 plenary meetings.

B. Pre-Conference consultations

206. Pre-Conference consultations open to all States invited to ~articipate in the

Conference were held at Mexico City on 5 August 1984 to consider a number of

procedural and organizational matters. The pre-Conference consultations were

conducted under the presidency of Mr. Geronimo Martinez (Mexico) Chairman of the

preparatory Committee. The report on these consultations (A/CONF.76/L.l) was

submitted to the Conference and was accepted as the basis for the organization of

its work.

C. Attendance

207. The following 146 States were represented at the Conference: 2

,Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Angola
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Bahamas
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bhutan
Bolivia
Botswana
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burma
Burundi
Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Central African

Republic
Chad
Chile

China
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Costa Rica
Cuba
Cyprus -,
Czechoslovakia
Democratie Kampuchea
Democratie People's

Republic of Korea
Democratie Yemen
Denmark
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador' '
Egypt
El Salvador
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Gabon
Gambia
German Democratie Republic
Germany, Federal

Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Grenada
Guatemala
Guinea
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Guinea-Bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Holy See
Honduras
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
l\uwait
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
.Mali
Malta
Mauritania
Mauritius

Republic of

_., '_.','.'- ._-' '-fi" ,~

2
o

2
A

2

P

2
c

2



.~------~----------- --

Mexico
Morocco
Mozambique
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Panama
Papua l~ew Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Republic of Korea
Romania
Rwanda
Saint Christopher and Nevis

Saint Vincent arid
the Grenadines

Saint Lucia
Samoa
Sao Tome and 1:'r incipe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Somalia
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Thailand
Togo
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia

Turkey
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
treland

United Republic of
Tanzania

United States of America
Uruguay
Venezuela
Viet Nam
Yemen
Yugoslavia
Zaire
Zambia
Zimbabwe

208. The United Nations Council for Namibia represented Namibia at the Conference.

209. The Palestine Liberation Organization attended the Conference in the capacity
of observer.

210. The following national liberation movements were represented by observers:
African Natiortal Congress (South Africa), Pan African Congress of Azania.

211. Members of the Secretariat of the following United Nations offices w~re

present throughout or during part of the Conference:

Office of the Director~General for Development anà International Economie
Co-oper~tion

Department of International Economic and Social Affairs
Department of Technical Co-operation for Development.

212. The secretariats of the following regional commissions were rep~~sented at the
Conference:

Economie Commission for Europe
Economie Commission for Latin America
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
Economie Commission for Africa
Economic Co~~ission for Western Asia~

213. The following Uni.ted Nations bodies and programmes were also represented:

United Nations
United Nations
United Nations
United Nations
United Nations

, .

Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)
Children's Fund
Development Programme

1

Environment Programme
Fund for Population Activities
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United Nations Industrial Development organization
United Nations University
World Food programme
Office of the united Nations High commissioner for Refugees
United Nations International Fesearch Institute for the Advancement of WOmen.

214. Representatives of the following specialized agencies participated in the work
of the Conference,

International Labour organisation
FOod and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
united Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural organization
World Health Organization
World Bank.

215. The following other intergovernment bodies were represented at the Conference~

African Development Bank
Asian nevelopment Bank
Caribbean Cornmunity Secretariat
Commission of the European cornmunities
Council for Mutual Economie Assistance
counc il of Europe
Inter-American Development Bank
Int ergover nmertal committee for Migra tian
League of Arab States
Organisation fo:! Economic Co-operation and Development
Organization of African ~1ity

Organization of American States
Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel.

D. Opening of the Confereoce and election ,of the President of the C~nference

216. The confereœe was declared open by the secretary-General of the Conference.

217. At its first plenary meeting on 6 August 1984, the Conference, byacclamation,
elected as its president H.E. Mr. Manuel Bartlett Diaz, Minister of the Interior
and head of the delegation of Mexico.

218. In a statement af ter hi selection the Pre sident, af ter thanking the conference
for the honour done to him and to his country, said that Mexico upholds the
priœ iples of human brotherhood and equality of rights without distinction as to
race, sex or origine Mexico was, therefore, an appropriat~ setting for a
Confereree that Y/as conc er ned essentially with the eond Lt Ions. of life of human
beings.

219. Tracing the demographic evolution sinee 1974, he stressed that the history of
population changes should not be reflected only in statistical data: social and
economic phenomena should also be taken into account, as was stressed in the World
Population Plan of Action. At thé same time, the position of the individual woman
and man was pr imordial. It was the task of the Conference to contribute, by its
recommendations, to the betterment of the equality of life of these individuals and
to the full development of their capabilities.
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221. A message from the Council of Ministers of the Union of Soviet Soicia1ist
Republics addressed to the participants in the Conference was read by the head of
the delegation of the USSR.

220. He stressed that while considerable progress had been achieved since 1974 in
the realization of the objectives of the Plan of Action, a great many inequa1ities
still remained as between countries and regions, and even within countries. He
expressed the hope that the deliberations of the Conference would lead to a better
understanding of the problems that remained and to their solution.

él

, ,

~ iAdoption of the rules of proc~dureE.

222. At the same meeting the Conference adopted the provisional ru1es of procedure
as approved and recommended by the Economie and Social Council (E/CONF.76/2
and Corr.l) •

.. i
, ;
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l
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F. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

223. Also at the same meeting the Conference adopted the provisional agenda
recommended by the Preparatory Committee (E/CONF.76/l), as set out below:

10 Opening of the International Conference on Population, 1984.

2. Election of the President.

3. Organizational and procedural rnatters:

(a) Adoption of the ruLes of procedure;.

(b) Adoption of the agenda and organization of workJ

(c) Election of officers other than the pre~identJ

(d) Credentials of representatives to the Conference:

(i) Appointment of the members of the Credentials CommitteeJ

(ii) Report of the Credentials Cornmittee.

4. Review and appraisal of the World Population Plan of Action.

5. Recommendations for the further implementation of the World Population
Plan of Action.

6. Adoption of the report of the Conference.
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224. The Conference decided that i.tems 1 to 4 and 6 of the agenda would be dea1t
with in plenary, and item 5 by the Main Committee, which would submit its
recommendations to the Conference.
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G, Election of officeIs other than the President
.

225. At the same meeting the Cnnference furthermore elected by acclamation:

H.E. Mr. M. Shamsul Haq (Bangladesh)
Mr. Dirk van de Kaa (Netherlands)

as Vice-Presidents for co-ordination.

226. In addition it elected the following Vice-Presidents:

231. T
by the
meetin

227. Mr. Andras Klinger (Hungary) was electad R~pportcur-General.

228. In addition the Conference elected Mr. Frederick Sai (Ghana) Presiding Officer
of the Main Commitee.

Austria
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burundi
Cameroon
China
Cuba
France
India
Iraq

Italy
Japan
Malaysia
Pakistan
Peru
St. Vincent and the

Grenadines
Senegal
Sierra Leone

Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Sweden
Tunisia
Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics
United Republic of Tanzania
Zambia

232. A
agreed
draft

233. A

whole '
report
approp

234. A
draft
Mexico
adopte

Closinl

1. Implications of the decisions of the Conference for the programme budget of
the United Nations

229. In conformity with rule 4 of the rules of procedùre the Conference appointed
China, Colombia, Indonesia, Jamaica, Mali, Portugal, uganda, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and United States of America members of the Credentials
Conardt tee.

230. At the llth plenary meeting of the Conference, on 14 August 1984, before the
consideration of the draft recommendations submitted by the Main Committee and of
other draft resolutions or decisions, the Secretary of the Conference made a
statement to the effect that any decisions of the Conference that had implications
for the programme budget of the United Nations would be brought to the attention of
the General Assembly by the Secretary-General at the time when the Assembly
considered the report of the Conference.'
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Credentials of representatives to the Conference: Appointment of the members
of the Credentials Committee

H.
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Chapter VII

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE

231. The draft report of the Conference (E/CONF.76/L.2 and Add.l-4) was introduced
by the Rapporteur-General, Mr. Andras Klinger (Hungary), at the llth plenary
meeting on 14 August 1984.

232. After a number of amendm(~nts and corrections had been proposed, which were
agreed to by the Conference, the Conference approved the various chapters of the
draft report, as amended.

233. At the l2th meeting, on 14 August 1984, the Conference adopted its report as a
whole and authorized the Rapporteur-General to prepare the definitive text of the
report in conformitJ with the practice of the United Nations and subject to
appropriate editorial changes.

234. After the adoption of the report, the representative of Kenya submitted a
draft resolution entitled "Expression of thanks to the People and Government of
Mexico". The draft resolution was adopted by acclamation. (For the text as
adopted see chapter l above.)

Closing statements

235. At the l2th (closing) plena~y meeting, on 14 August 1984, closing statements
were made by the Secretary-General of the Conference and by the President of
the Conference.

236. The Secretary-General of the Conference said that the Conference confirmed in
its recornmendations that the principal objective of social, economic and human
development, of which population goals and policies were an integral part, was to
raise standa!ds of living and to improve the quality of life. The Conference had
stressed that in the application of population policies and programmes national
sovereignty and individual freedom of choice had to be resPected. The Declaration
and recommendations adopted by the Conference stressed the demographic phenomena
which continued, and would continue for sorne time, to be causes of concern and
which called for action at national and international levels, in particular
Dopulation growth, mortality and morbidity rates, migratory flows, maternal and
child health, the age structure of the population in various regions, etc. The
recommendations gave ~pecial emphasis to the status of women, to access to
information about family planning, respect for human rights, and freedom from
coercion in decisions regarding family size. The Conference had recognized the
role of the United Nations system, and of the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities in particular, in contributing to the execution of population programmes
and had acknowledged the need to strengthen the Fund's ability to perform this
function. He expressed the hope that another conference would be held in 1994 to
evaluate the progress made by then towards the further and effective implementation
of the World Population Plan of Action in conformity with the Conference's
recommendations.

237. The President of the Conference said that the Conference had provided an
opportunity for taking stock of the existing dernographic situation and for

1

envisaging the future. The action taken to give effect to its recommendations
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j
j might well have a bearing on the lives of millions of persons and on the life of
!
J nations. What had become evident during the Conference was the realization that

for dealing with the world's demographic future'it was indispensable to enlist the
co-operation of all the mernbers of the international community - governments,
intergovernmental bodies and non-governmental organizations.
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238. On behalf of the Government of Mexico he said that the Government had been
pleased to be able to contribute to the success of the Conference~ He paid a
tribute to the delegations, elected officers and the staff who had worked devotedly
to make the Conference a mernorable event, and thanked the Conference for the
confidence it had placed in him in electing hirn to his office.

239. The President declared the International Conference on Population, 1984,
closed.
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Annex l

LIST OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL OEGANlZATIONS
REPRESENTED AT THE CONFERE~E

Aeropuertos y Servicios Auxiliares

African Association of Education for Developrnent

Afro-Asian People's Solidarity Organization

Airport Association co-ordinating Council

All-India WOInen' s Conference

All pakistan women's Association

A~o a Programas de Poblacion

Arab lnstitute for Training and Research in statistics

Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development

A6sociaciacao Brasileira de Entidades de Planejarnento Familiar

Associated Country Women of the World

Association for POpulation/Farnily PlannillÇ1 Librar ies and Information Centers

Association "Laissez-Les-Vivre - S.O.S. Futures Meres"

Baha'1. l nt f.!l' na t iona1 Communi ty

Canadian Task Force on Population

C.A.R.E.

Center for Developrnent and population A~tivities

Center for population and Family Health

Centro de Estudios de Poblacion y Paternidad Responsable

Centro de Pesquisas de Asistencia Integrada a Mulher e a Crianca

Christian Medical Cornrnission/WOrld Council of churr~es

Christian Peace Conference

Church WOrld service

Club of Life

Conwnittee for International Co-operating on National Resear~ in Dernography

Comite Regional de FAucacion sexual Para America Latina y el caribe

COl(lle to COl(lle League for Natural Family Planning

Development Policy Foru~Gerrnan FOundation for International Development

East-West population Institute

Evangelical Church in Germany

Exper irnent in International Living

Family Health International
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Family of the Future Association

Family Planning Fbundation

Family planning International Assistance-Planned parenthood Federation of America

FederacicSn de Colegios de Arquitectos de la Republica Mexicana

Federaci6n Mexicana de Asociaciones privadas de planificaciôn Familiar

Ford Foundation

Friends world Committee for consultation

Global Committee of Parliamentarians on population and Developrnent

Helen Kellar International 100.

Hewlett Foundation

Ibero-American Institute of Aeronautic Space Law and Commercial Aviation

Indian Society for population Education

Institute of International Education

Inter-American Association for Public Budgeting

Inter-Amer ican Association of Broadcasters

Inter-American Parliamentary Group on population and Development

Int er-Amer ican planning SOc iety

Inter-Parliamentaty Union

International Alliance of WOmen

International Association for Maternal and Neo-natal Health

International Association for Religious Freedom

International ASsociation of Democratie Lawyera "

International Association of French-SPeaking parliamenta~ians

Inte~national Association of Gerontology

Internation~lAssociation of Religious Freedom

International Baby Food Action Network

International Catholic Migration commission'

International Centre of Social Gerontology

International Center c·f SOc10lO9ical Penal and penitentiarf Research and Studies

International Christian Youth EXchange "

International committee on the Management of population Proqrammes

International Q>nfederation of Free Trade Unions

International confederation of Midwives

International Council of Nurses

Intel'national counc il of psychology

International Educational Development
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International Federation for Family Life Promotion

International Federation of Beekeepers' Associations

International Federation of Clinical Chemistry

International Federation of Business and Professional women

International Federation of Family Health Research

International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics

International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers

International Federation of Social Workers

International Federation of the Little Brothers of the poor

International Federation of WOmen in Legal Careers

International Federation on AgiR1

International Home Economies Federation

International Hospital Federation

International League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

International peace Research Association

International Planned Parenthood Federation

International Research Institute for Reproduction

International Secretariat of Catholic Technologists, Agriculturalists and Economists

International Senior citizens Association, me ,
International Social SCience Council

International Social security Association

International Statistical Institute

International Studies Association

International Union for the Scientific Study of population

International WOm~n's Democratie Federation

International WOmen's Health Coalition

Japanese Organization for International cooperation in Farnily Planning

La Leche League International

Latin Arnerican social Sciences council

Liga Paraguaya de Derechos de la Mujer

Medical WOmen's International Association

Movement for a Better World

Muslim WOrld League

National Audubon Society

National Religious Broadcasters

New zealand Demographie Society
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Opera pia International for Active Aging

Organon International

OXFAM

Pathfinder Fund

Population Communication

Population coro er n

Population Council

Population Information programme

Population Institute

Population Crisis Committee

Population Resource Center

Program for the Introduction and Adaptation of Contraceptive Technology

Protect Life in aIl Nations

Rockefeller Foundation

Rotary International

Save the Chi Idre n

Wo:
(

WOl

WOl

WOl

WO)

WOl

WOl

WOJ

WO)

WOI

WOJ

WOJ

WOJ

WOI

ZOf
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1

1
1
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Servas International

Sierra. Club

Social Marketing International Association

~edade Civil Bemestar Familiar no Brasil

Society for Int er nat ional Development

SOCiety for the Protection of the unborn Child

Soroptimist International

Stichting Werkgroup Medische Ontwikkelingssamen

Sunsat Energy counc il

Universities Field Staff International

"Vie Montante"

"

.\

JL·,i'{
,-' ..

WOmen's International League for Peace·and Freedom

World Association for Dynamic psychiatry

WOr Id Allianc e of Reformed Chur che s

World Assembly of Youth

WOrld Association of FOrmer united Nations Internes and Fellows

World Association of Muslim Scbolars

World Federn tian for Mental Health'

World Federation of Democratic Youth
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World Federation of Health Agencies for the Advancement of Voluntary Surgical
Contraception

World Federation of Methodist Women

World Federation of Teachers' Unions

World Federation of United Nations Associations

World Leisure and Recreation Association

World Muslim Congress

World Organization/Ovulation Methods/Billings

World Organization of the Scout Movement

World Peace Council

World Population Society

World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations

World University Service

World Young Women's Christian Association

Worldview International Foundation

Zonta International
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Annex II

List of DOcuments

A. Basic Conference documentation
El

B/cœP.76/l

B/OONP.76/2
and Carr.1 (Prench only)

B/mNP.76/3

B/CX>NF.76/4
and Corr.l

B/mNP.76/S and Corr.l
(Chinese only)

B/mNP.76/6 and Corr.l
(Chinese, English,
Prench, Russian and
Spanish only)

Provisional agenda

provi sional rules of procedure

Adoption of the agenda and organization of work~

Note by the secretariat

Repor t of the Becretary-General on the review
and appraisal of the Wor ld Population Plan of Action

Recammendations for the further implementation
of the World Population Plan of Action

Report of the secr.etarY-General on the
recommendations of the regional commissions foIC
the further implementation of the World
Population Plan of Action

E/

E/C

,. B/OONP. 76/7

B/CœlP.76/8

Letter dated 7 August 1984 from His Excellency
Mr. N. P. Jain, Ambassador of Inciia to Mexico
addressed to the President of the Conference

Letter dated 7 August 1~84 from the Chairman of the
delegat10n of the people's Republic of China
addressed to the President of the COnference

E/c

E/C

,~ ............................ mL__

B/CX>NP.76/9

B/cœr.76/l0

B/OONP.76/ll/Rev.l

B/OONF. 76/12

Letter dated 6 August 1984 from the Ambassador of
Jamaica on behalf of the CARICOM countries addressed
to the secretary-General of the conference

LEtter dated 7 August 1984 from the delegation of
Democrati~ Kampuchea addressed to the President of
the COnference

Letter dated 8 August 1984 from the delegations of
the ~elorussian Soviet SOcialist\ Republic,
Bulgar i a, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, the German
Democratie Republic, Hungary, Nicaragua, Poland, the
union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the Ukrainian
Soviet SOcialist Republic and Viet Nam addressed to
the President of the Conference

Letter dated 9 August 1984 fram the delegation of
Democratie Kampuchea addressed to the President of
the Conference
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E/OONF.76/l3

E/OONF.76/l4

E/CONF.76/l5

E/CDNF. 76/16

E/CONF.76/r]

Lettet dated 9 August 1984 from the delegations of
ASEAN member countries attending the International
Conference on population, addressed to the President
of the Conference

Lettet dated 10 August 1984 from His Excellency
Mr. N. P. Jain, Ambassador of India to Mexico
addressed to the President of the Conference

Letter dated 10 August 1984 from the delegations of
Algetia, yemen, Democratie Yemen, Iraq, Jordan,
Kuwait, Mauritania, Morocco, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia,
Somalia, Sudan, Tunisia and the palestine Liberation
Organization, addressed to the President of the
Conference

Lettet dated 10 August 1984 containing a statement
by the delegations of Afghanistan, the Byelorussian
Soviet SOcialist Republic, Bulgaria, Cuba,
Czechoslovakia, Democratie Yemen, the German
Democratie Republic, Hungary, Nicaragua, poland, the
Union of SOviet Socialist Republics, th~ Ukrainian
Soviet SOcialist Republic, Sao Tome and Principe,
Ethiopia, Angola, l-t>zambique and viet Nam addressed
to the president of the Conference

Report of the Credentials Committee

E/CDNF.76/l8

E/CONF.76/L.l

E/CONF.76/L.2 and
Add.l to 4

E/CONF.76/L.3

E/CDNF.76/L.4

E/CONF.76/lIC/L.l

E/CONF.76/MC/L.2

E/CONF.76/MC/L.3

E/CONF.76/MC/L.4

Lettet dated 13 August 1984 from the Arnbassador of
Israel, Deputy Head of Israel's Delegation addressed
to the president of the Conference

Report of the pre-OOnference consultations held at
the Tlatelolco Centre, Mexico city on 5 August 1984

Draft report of the International Conference on
pq>ulation, 1984

Report of the Main Committee

Mexico city DeclaE'ation on populat~on and
Development'll draft text proposed by the 29 states
represented on the General Committee

Paragraph 12~ revised text based.on cons~nsus of
discussions

Paragraph l3~ revised text based on consensus of
discussions

Paragraph l5~ revised text based on consensus of
discussions

Paragraph l7~ revised text based on consensus of
discussions
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E/OONF.76/;MC/L.5

E/OONF.76/MC/L.6

E/OONF.76~C/L.7

E/OONF.76~C/L.8

E/OONF.76j.MC/L.9

E/OONF.76/MC/L.10

E/OONF.76/MC/L.11

E/OONF.76/MC/L.12

E/OONF.76/MC/L~13

E/OONF.76/MC/L.14

E/CONF.76/MC/L.15

E/OONF.76/MC/L.16

E/OONF.76!MC/L.17

E!OONF.76/MC/L.18

E/OONF~76/MC/L.19

E/OONF.76/MC/L.20

·~VOONF.76~C/L.21

B/CONF.76/MC/L.22

81CONF.76/MC/L.23

Paragraph 22\ revised text based on consensus of
discuse!olls

propc>sed amandment to paragraph 12~ United states
of America

paragraph 28: proposed amendment by the de1egation
of Austra1ia

Recanmenc1ation 8: proposed amendment by the
de1egation of Austra1ia

Recanmendation 16: proposed amendment by the
de1egation of Austra1ia

Recanmendation 20\ proposed amendment by the
de1egation of Austra1ia

Recanmendation 22\ proposed amendment by the
de1egation of Austra1ia

Recanmendation 23: proposed amendment by the
de1egation of Aùstralia

Recanmendation 25: proposed amendment by the
de1egati;.)n of Austra1ia

Recaumendation 27: proposed amendment by the
de1egation of Australia

Recanmendation 29: proposed amendment by the
de1egation of Australia

New recommendation\ proposed amendment by the
de1egation of Austra1ia

Rt:'~anmendation 35: proposed amendment by the
de....agation of Austra1ia

Recanmendc?,tion 53: proposed amendment by the
de1egation of Austra1ia

Recommendat ion 60: proposed amendment by the
de1egation of Austra1ia

proposed new paragraph Il bis~ united states of
America

proposed amendments to paragraph 12~ Be1gium

Paragraph 18: revised text based on consensus of
discussions

Paragraph 19: revised text based on COflsensus of
discussions
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E/ODNF.76/MC/L.24

E/OONF.76/MC/L.25

E/OONF.76/MC/L.26

E/CONF.76/MC/L.27

E/CONF.76/~/L.2B

E/OONF.76/MC/L.29

E/CONF.76/~/L.30

E/CONF.76/MC/L.31

E/OONF.76/:MC/L.32

E/CONF.76/MC/L.33

E/CONF.76/1eC/L.34

E/CONF.76/~/L.35

E/CONF.76/MC/L.36

E/CONF.76/M:/L.37

E/CONF.76/~/L.38

E/CONF.76!MC/L.39

E/CONF.76!MC/L.40

E/OONF.76!MC/L.41

paragraph 20~ revised text based on consensus of
discussions

proPQsed amendment to revised paragraph 12~

Austra1ia

proPQsed amendment to recommendation 9~ Yugoslavia

Propased amendment to recommendation 6: Argentina,
Costa Rica, Egypt and yugos1avia

Pr0I=Osed amendment to recommendation 81: Sri Lanka
and sudan

paragraphs 7 and 10, recommendations 6, 7, 9, Il,
13, 16, 20, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30, 31, 63, 70 and 80\
amendments propased by the Nether1ands

Paragraph 11, recommendations 7, 14, 23, 31, 44,
and 5 3~ amendments proposed by the Ho1y See

Propased amendment to paragraph 24: Switzer1and

proPQsed amendment to recommendation 13~ zimbabwe

proposed amendment ~o recommendation 3: Argentina,
~qypt, Ke~a, Poland and Yugos1avia

Paragr~ph 24; revised text based on consensus of
discussions

propased amendment to recownendation 29: Argentina,
Bangladesh, Norway and Yugos1avia

Paragraph 14~ revised text based on consensus of
discussions

Propased amendments to recommendations 14, 80
and 85\ Bangladesh

propased amendments to recommendations 21 and 46\
portugal

proPQsed amendments to recommehdation 74~ Egypt,
Japan, Malaysia, Norway and Yugos1avia

proPQsed amendments to recommendations 8, 19, 57, 59
and 82: Japan

proPQsed amendments to rec~endations 10, 81
and 83: 00lombia, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Jamaica,
Kenya, Nepal ~ Peru and Uganda
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E/OONF.76/MC../L.42

E/OONF.76/:MC/L.43

E/OONF.76/MC/L.44

E/COOP'.76/~/L.45

E/OONF.76/MC/L.46

E/cœF.76/~/L.47

E/cœF.76/MC/L.48

E/OONF.77/MC/L.49

E/ODNF.76~lC/L.50

E/OONF.76/MC/L.51

E/OONF.76/MC/L.52

)
!
i

E/CONF.76/MC/L.S3

E/OONF.76/MC/L.S4

E/OONF.76/MC/L.55

E/OONF~76/MC/L.S6

E/OONF.76/MC/L.57
!
l,

1 !

1 .1
! ,1
; ,(
~ ;.j
; 1
l 1

_' lu

propased amendments to paragraph 18 and
recommendatiops 4, 6, 9, 20, 22, 28, 40, 58, 68,
and 77: Co1ombia

proposed amendments ta paragraph 3 and
recommendations 16, 56 and 83: Canada

propased amendment to recammendation 81~ China,
Co1ombia, Honduras, Kenya, Le~otho, Liberia, Nepa1,
Pakistan, Repub1ic of Korea, Sierra Leone,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, TOgo, Trinidad and TObago, Turkey
und the united Repub1ic of Tan~ania

Proposed amendment to reconunendation 3: Morocco

proposed amendment to recommendation 3~ Costa Rica

Proposed amendments to reconunendations l, 4, 19a,
19b, 19c, 20, 23, 25 and 30~ Be1gium

Propased amendrnent to recommendation 3: Ecuador

propased amendment to paragraph 3 (c): Ukrainian
Soviet SOcia1ist Repub1ic

propased amendments to recommendations 2, 6, 7, 13,
16, 23, 25, 28, 29, 31, 33, 33A, 67, 70 and 78:
Austra1ia and Zimbabwe

propased amendments to paragraphs 2,6,10 (b),
10 (c), and recommenda~ions 8, 20-28, 31, 32,36,56
and 67: Bu1garia, Bye10russian Soviet Socia1ist
Repub1ic, Czechos1ovakia, German Democratie
Republic, Hungary, Po1and" Ukrainian Soviet
Socia1ist Nepub1ic and Union of Soviet Socia1ist
Republics

propased amendments to paragraph 2 and
reconunendat~ons 3,5,8,.13,15,22,24,27,28,31,
34, 44 and 82~ United States of America

Proposed amendment to paragraph 12: Argentina

Paragraph 25: revised text based on consensus of
discussions

paragraph 27: revised text based on consensus of
discussions

paragraph 26: revised text based on consensus of
discu~dions

paragraph 29: revised text based on consensus of
discussions

-98-

__ .0

BIc

BIc

BIc

B/CJ

B/CJ

BIo

BIo

Bla

Bla

Bla

RIa

.,.cc

B/a:

B/m



. _.....- ._..

.._~ ..

B/(!)N'.76/M(' IL.58

B/OON,.76tMC/L.59

IlCON,.76/MC/L.60

B/00N'.76~/L.61

B/OON,.76AMC/L.62

B/OONP.76AMC/L.63

B/OON'.76AMC/L.64

B/CONP.76~/L.65

B/CDNP.761MC/ L.66

B/ODNP.76tMC/L.67

B/CDNP.76AMC/L.68

I1CQNP.76/Me/L.69

B/CON'.76AMC/L.70

Jr/cœ,.76/MeIL.7 2

B/OON,.76AMC/L.73

Ir/cœ'.761 IN'/l

B/a>N'.76/8P/1

proposed amendments to recommendations 6, 8, 20, 23
and 26 and new recommendation between 19 and 20:
Ita1y

proposed amendment ta recanmendation 34 \ Lebanon

proposed amendment to recommendation 34: Algeria,
E9ypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and
'1\1nisia

paragraph 28' revised text based on consensus of
discussions

paragraph 30' revised text based on consensus of
discussions

paragraph 31\ revised text based on consensus of
discussions

paragraph 33\ revised text based on consensus of
discussions

paragraph 24, revi sed text based on consensus of
diecu~,sions

paragraphs 15, 16, 17, revised text based on
consensus of discussions

-.

proposed new recommendation 33 (a)\ various
delegations inclOOin9 Bangladesh, Ireland, Norway
and Yugoslavia

proposed new recommendation 28 (a), Guatemala

Propos~d amendment to reconunendation 79, India

proposed amendment ta recommendation 85\ Egypt

New recommendation suggested by Australia to be
inserted between recanmendations 31 and 32

Proposed amendment to recommendation 85: Bangladesh

proposed rev'lsed amendment tq recanmendation 3

List of participants

B. Background documents

1. Docu..nts issued before the conference

WOrld population plan of Action\ I)ote by the
secretariat
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2. Papers submittedby non-governmental organizations
E

E/CONF.76/NGO/l

E/CONF.76/NGO/2

E/CONF.76/NGO/3

E/CONF. 76/NGO/ ~

E/CONF.76/NGO/5

E/CONF.76/NGO/6

E/CONF.76/NGO/7

E/CONF.76/NGO/8

E/CONF.76/NGO/9

E/CONF.76/NGO/lO

E/CO~F.76/NGO/ll

, E/CONF.76/NGO/l2, .{, ,,

E/CONFe76/NGO/l3

E/CONF.76/NGO/l4

E/CONF.76/NGO/lS

E/CONF.76/NGO/l6

1
1

~ E/CONF.76/NCO/l71

Il E/CONF.76/NGO/l8

E/CONF.76/NGO/l9

E/CONF.76/NGO/20

E!CONF.76/NGO/2l

E/CONF.76/NGO!22

International Centre of Social Gerontology

The Population Council

International Planned Parenthood Federation

International Federation of Social Workers

Planned Parenthood Federation of America,
Inc./Family Planning International Assistance

The Japanese Organization for International
Co-operation in Faffiily Planning

International Statistical Institute

Soroptimist International

World Federation of Public Health Associations

International Senior Citizens Association

International Associ?tion for Religious Freedom

International Union for the Scientific Study of
Population

Inter-Parliamentary Union

Associated Country Women of the World

International Movement ATD Fourth World

Association for Population/Family Planning Libraries
and Information Centers - International

World Federation for Voluntary Surgical Contraception

World Assembly of Youth

World Association of Former United Nations Internes
and Fellows, Inc.

World Organization of the Ovulation Method (Billings)

Lél-tin American Council for Social Sciences
\

International Research Institute for Reproduction

E,

El

El

El

El

E/

El

El'

El

El

E/CONF.76/NGO/23

E/CONF.76/NGO/24

Indian Society for PJpulation Education

Couple to Couple League
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E/OONF.76/NGO.25

E/OONF.76/NGO/26

E/CONF.76/NGO/27

E/CONF.76ÎNGO/28

E/CONF.76/NGO/29

E/CONF.76/NGO/30

E/ODNF.76/NGO/3l

E/CONF~76/NGO/3 2

~/ODNF.76/NGO/33

E/CONF.76/NGO/34

E/ODNF.76/NGO/35

E/CONF.76/NGO/36

E/ODNF.76/NGO/37

E/CONFIt76/NGO/38

E!OONF.76/NGO/39

E!CONF.76/NGO/40

E/OONF.76/NGO/4l

84-21434 4319-20e

International Cornmittee on Management of Population
Programmes

International Federation for Family Health

Confederacion Internacional de Organizaciones
Sindicales Libres

Inter-Arnerican Parliamentary Group on Population and
Developrnent

Le Centre International de Recherches et d'Etudes
Sociologiques, pénales et Pénitentiaires

Club of Life

International Federation for Family Life Promotion

New Zealand Society for the Protection of the unborn
Chi Id

The International Union for Family organisations

"s;o"S. Future mothers - Let Them Live"

World population Society

. Associacion Internaciona.'. de Juristas De7"'écratas

Sociedad Internacional para el Desarrollo, SID

International Federation for Home Economies

protect Life in AlI Nations, Inc.

Sierra Club

Centro de pesquisas de Asistencia a Mulher e a
Criança
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